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` BU x Austin, November 5, 1849. 


Pursuant to the proclamation of His Exeelleney Geo. T. Wood, 
Governor of the State.of Texas, the Third Legislature convened 
-at the Capitol in the City of Austin, on Monday the 5th day of ~ 
November, A. D. 1849, and was organized by the Hon. Secretary 

of State, assisted by Mr. Ben. F. Hill, former Chief Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, and Mr. William Cockburn, former | . 
Door-Keeper, who officiated as Sergeant-at-Arms. 
The roll of counties being called by districts, the following } 
gentlemen came forward, presented their credentials, and took 
the oath prescribed by the constitution, and their seats : i 
District No. 1.—Red River, Burrell P. Smith, ; 1 
«* — *" 2,—Red River and Bowie, H. R. Runnels. ; 
As * 4 .—Fannin, Alfred E. Pace. . | 
d “ 5.—Lamar and Fannin, William M. Williams. 
*  * 6,—Grayson, Collin and Cooke, Sam. Bogart. 
i * T7.—Dallas and Denton, Wm. M. Cochran. | 
" «* 8.—Hopkins and Hunt, Johnson Wren. ` i 
» 4 9,—Titus, Joshua F. Johnson. 
“ -E 10.— Cass, M. D. K. Taylor. 
i 11.—Harrison, Jeremiah M. Clough. 
“o * 12.—Harrison and Upshur, John H. McNairy. C 
" €" 13.—Rusk, Emery Lloyd. ; 
x * 14.—Rnusk and Panola, James K. Holland. 
* « 15.—Henderson, Smith, Van Zandt, and Kauf. 
man, E. E. Lott 
16.—Cherokee, Benjamin Selman. 
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District No. 17, —Nacogdoches, William N. Hardeman. 
© *. ,* 18.-—Houston and Anderson, W. G. W. Jowers. 
'«  * 19,—-Nacogdoches, Houston, Anderson, Angelina, 
i and Cherokee, Adolphus Sterne. 
« * 20.—San Augustine, John Polk. 
u ‘© 2], —Shelby, J. M. Smith. 
« « 22.—-Sabine and Newton, E. A. Whittlesey. 
s « 23.—Jasper, Jefferson and Tyler, N. B. Charlton. 
« — * 24.—Liberty and Polk, Wm. Fields. 
ee * 25.—Galveston, B. C. Franklin. 
t; * 26.—Harris, James W. Scott, J. M. Reynolds and 
John Shea, E 
e * 27,—Brazoria and Fort Bend, Guy M. Bryan. 
* — * 98.—Montgomery and Grimes, David C. Dickson. 
& * 29.—Walker, C. G, Keenan. 
« i a Robertson and Brazos, Elliot M. Mil- 
ican. ©. 
« « 31.—Limestone and Navarro, E. H. Tarrant. 
« « 82.—Matagorda, Calhoun, Jackson and Wharton, 
J. C. Wilson. z 
* `€ 33.—Colorado and Austin, William E. Crump. 
& «* 24.— Fayette, William J. Russell. 
a * 85.— Washington, D. E. Tarver. 
e « 36.—Burleson and Bastrop, James Shaw. 
« « 27.—Milam and Williamson, George E. Burney. 
af “ 38.—Travis, Hays and Caldwell, Thomas M. Har- 
deman. , 
E « * 89.— Victoria, De Witt and La Vaca, D. M: Stapp. 
« « A0.—Gonzales, Guadalupe and Comal, William 
H. Stewart. | 
s“ « A1.—Bexar;Gillespie, Medina and Santa Fé, Hen- 
ry Lewis and William G. Crump. 
« « A49,—Nueces, Starr, Webb and Cameron. R, E. 
f Clements. 
«u 43,—Nueces, Starr, Webb, Cameron, San Patricio, 
l . Refugio and Goliad, Hamilton P. Bee. 
A quorum béing present, the Secretary of State announced as 
the next business in order, the election of a Speaker. 
Nominations being in order, . 
Mr. Crump of Bexar nominated Mr. ‘Tarrant. 
€ Scott « * Keenan. 
There being no other nomination, the House proceeded to bal- 
lot. The Secretary of State appointed as tellers, Messrs. Bryan, 


Bogart and Fields. 
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- The votes having been counted out, it appeared that 
. Mr. Keenan had received 27 votes. P E 
“ Tarrant * ji 16 “ P CN 

Mr, Keenan having received a majority of.allthe votes cast, 
was declared duly elected Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives of the third session of the State Legislature. - 

The Secretary of State appointed - Messrs. Bee and Clough a 
committee to wait upon the Speaker elect, and conduet him to 
the chair. 

The Speaker-having been conducted to the chair, rose and 


returned his thanks to the House for the honor conferred upon 
him in the following words: i 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

I feel truly grateful for the kindness and partiality you have 
manifested in selecting me to preside over your deliberations, 
during the present session of the State Legislature. 

The honor was unsought by me, and, knowing the responsibil- 
ity that will necessarily rest upon the presiding officer, and the 
embarrassments that so often arise in ihe discharge of the duties 
of the office, I would hesitate to accept it, but for the belief that I . 
can be permitted to draw liberally upon your indulgence and re- 
ceive your aid at all times and under all circumstances. I am 
satisfied of this from my intimate acquaintance with so many of 
the members now present. Since the organization of our State 
Government, it has beet my pleasure to occupy a Seat upon the 
floor of this House and to participate with many of you in all 
the active duties of legislation: I have witnessed the harmony 
that has prevailed in all your proceedings, and have seen, with 
pleasure, the great desire exhibited to promote, by all your offi- © 
cial acts, the interests of the State and the general good of your, 
constituents. 

I thank you again, gentlemen, for the honor you have conferred 
upon me. : 

"The Speaker then gave notice to the House that an election 
for Chief Clerk would be next iu order. ` 

Nominations being in order, 

Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches nominated Mr. Ben F. Hill. 

“ Lott d: * A. H. Evans. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Clough, Sterne and Jowers, 
tellers. . 

The votes having been counted out, it appeared that 

Mr. Evans had received 21 votes. 
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Mr. Hill having received a majority of all the votes, was de- 
clared duly elected Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives 


for the third session of the Legislature. 


The House then proceedéd to the election of First Assistant 


Clerk. 

Nominations, being i in order, 

Mr. Bogart nominated Mr. John C.-MeCoy. 

« Charlton “ * Thomas C. Woodlief. 

The House then proceeded to vote by ballot. 

The votes having been, counted out, it appeared that 

Mr. Woodlief had received 25 votes. 

* McCoy " 20 “ 

Mr. Woodlief having received a majority of all the votes cast, 
was declared duly elected First Assistant Olerk of the House of 
Representatives. 

On motion, the House then proceeded to the election of Ser- 
geant-at-Arms. 

Nominations being in TM 

Mr. Bogart nominated Mr. F. H. Clark. 


“ Bryan d L. Hardeman, 
* Fields ‘ * John H. Cocks. 
* Lewis " * John H. Conner, 
* Charlton “ * Brigance. 
“u Scott i * Bowman. 
The tellers then proceeded to count the votes, when it appear- 
ed that 
Mr, Clark had received 17 votes, 
* Hardeman “ 10 « 
* Cocks as i * 
* Conner s I ~“ 
" Brigance “ 5 "U 
* Bowman “ 10 « - 


Neither eandidate having received a majority of all the votes; 
the House proceeded to the second balloting. — 
Mr. Dickson withdrew the nomination of Mr. Brigance. 


The votes having been counted out on the second balloting, ` 


it appeared that 
Mr. Clark had received 20 votes. 


Hardeman * 12 « 
« Cocks “o. 1 # 
4* Bowman  * 12 * 


No eandidate having been elected, the House proceeded to the 
third balloting. 


4 2 T - - 

1 The votes having been counted eut, stood for . e 
E Mr. Clark 26 votes. 

a * Hardeman 9 votes. a 

m * Bowman 16 votes. - v 


= Neither candidate having received a majority of all the votes, 
= the House proceeded to the fourth balloting. . 
= Mr. Bryan withdrew the-nomination of Mr. Hardeman. 
The votes having been counted ‘ont, stood for ` 
Mr, Clark 24 votes. 
* Bowman 21 votes. 

Mr. Clark having received a majority of all the votes, was de- 
clared duly elected Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Represent- 
atives. 

The House then proceeded to the election of a Door-Keeper. 

Nominations being in order, 

Mr. Fields nominated Mr. Solomon L. Johnson. 

* Hardeman * *. William Cockburn. 

“ Bee “ * Mose Evans. 
The votes having been counted out, it appeared that 
Mr. Johnson had received 28 votes. ~ 

“ Cockburn ee 12 * 

$3 Evans (44 A [£4 

Mr. Johnson having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared duly elected Door-Keeper. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the House adjourned until half-past 
two o'clock, P. m. . . 


HALF-PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met, roll called. 

‘The following members answered to their names : 

Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Clem: 
ents, Clough, Cochran, Crump of Austin, Crump of Bexar, 
Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Harde- 
man of Travis, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, 
McNairy Millican, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman, . 
Shea, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, 
Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson 
and Wren. 

Quoruni present. . 

The Speaker announced as the next regular business, the elec- 
tion for Engrossing Clerk. 

Nominations being in order, 

Mr. Crump of Austin nominated Mr, Hugh H. Haynie. 

* Burney t: “ A. J. Harrell, f 
* Clough u *. R. C, Matthewson. ` 
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The House then proceeded to vote by ballot. 
Upon counting out the votes, it appeared that 


Mr. Haynie had received 13 votes. - 
* Harrell a 4 « 
^ Matthewson “ ig s 


No one candidate having received a majority of all the votes, 


the House proceeded to the second balloting, whereupon 


Mr. Haynie received 11 votes. 
** Harrell a 13 « 
* Matthewson “ 21 * 
There being no election, the House proceeded to the third bal- 
oting: 
Mr. Haynie received 13 votes. 
“ Harrell ef 10 «* 
* Matthewson * 22 t 


‘Neither candidate having received a majority, the House pto- ` 


ceeded to the fourth balloting, whereupon 
Mr. Matthewson received 27 votes. 
“ Harrell . cr o 
té Haynie «&« 15 «“ - 

Mr. Matthewson having received a majority of all the votes, 
was declared duly elected Engrossing Clerk. 

On motion of Mr, Runnels, the House proceeded to the elec- 
tion of an Enrolling Clerk, 

Nominations being in order, 

Mr. Runnels nominated Mr. Albert G. Kimbell. 

There being no other nomination, Mr. Kimbell was declared 
duly elected Enrolling Clerk. . 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the officers elect present of the House 
of Representatives, came forward and took the oath prescribed by 
the constitution. : 

Mr. Stapp introduced the following resolution : 

_Resolved, That the Standing Rules of the last session of the 
Legislature, be adopted for the government of this House, until 
the House shall see fit to adopt others, 

Which was read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, a committee was appointed to wait up- 
on the Honorable the Senate, and inform that body of the organ- 


ization of the House of Representatives, and of its readiness to 


proceed to business. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Lott, Bee and Crump of Aus- 
tin said committee. 

Mr. Fields offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Speaker appoint the following standing 
committees, viz : 


v 9 
Committee on the Judiciary. ` 
um Finance. 
. voe ns State Affairs. : 
"s eC Federal Relations. 
a i Education. 
8 ae Apportionment. 
of *', Land Office. 


& E Public Debt. 

t « Public Lands. 

iu “ Public Printing. 
u á Public Buildings, 


di 5 Penitentiary. 

x e County Boundaries. 

af Claims and Accounts. _ 

« cf Privileges and Elections. 

et " Internal Improvements. : 


« Engrossed Bills. 
“o e Enrolled Bills. 

Which resolution was read and adopted. 

Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution, which was read 
and adopted : ` 
* Resolved, That the editors of newspapers and reporters be 
permitted to come within the bar of the, House, and the Door- 
keeper is hereby required to furnish seats and tables for their use. 

Mr. Lott, on the part of the committee to wait upon the Senate, 
reported duty performed. —  . : r 

A message was received from the Honorable the Senate, through 
Mr. Parker, informing the House that the Senate had organized 
and were ready to proceed to business. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, Mr. Matthewson, Engrossing Clerk 
elect of the House of Representatives, came forward and teol 
the oath of office. l 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary Mr. Raymond, informing-the House of the election of the fol- 
lowing officers. *. 

Mr. Nat. C. Raymond, Secretary. 

* James F. Johnson, Assistant Secretary. 
“ James W. Johnson, Enrolling Clerk. 
Gibson Maddox, Sergeant-at-Arms. 

“ J.H. Irwin, Door Keeper. 

Mr. Williams offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
appoint a standing commnittee on Indian Affairs. 

A message was received from the Senate, through Mr. Ray- 
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mond their Secretary, informing the House that the Senate had 
appointed a committee to wait upon the Governor and inform him ' 
of the organization of the two Houses, and were ready to proceed 
to business. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, a hke committee was appointed on the 
part of the House, consisting of Messrs. Lott, Clements and 
Crump of Austin, to wait upon His Excellency the Governor, in 
conjunction with the committee on the part of the Senate, and 
inform him that the two Houses had organized, and were ready 
to receive any communication he might have to make. 

Mr. Lott, from the committee to wait upon His Excellency the 
Governor, reported duty performed, and that His Excellency 
would deliver his message to the two Houses, at three o’clock to- 
morrow evening. 

On motion of Mr. Wren, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row evening, three o’clock. M 


? 
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ToEspAv, NovEMBER 6, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. The roll being called 
the following members answered to their names : 
Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clough, Coch- 
ran, Crump of Austin, Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Fields, Frank- 
- lin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, 
Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Millican, Pace, 
Polk, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea. Smith of Red River, 
Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, Whit- 
tlesey, Williams and Wren. l 
A quorum present—journals of preceding day read and adopted. 
The Speaker then announced the following members on the 
several standing committees : : 
Committee on Judiciary :—Messrs. Franklin, Lewis, Stewart, 
Smith of Red-River, Runnels; Tarver and Wilson. 
Committee on State Affairs : —Messrs. Clough, Russell, Lew- 
is, Polk and Crump of Austin. l 
Committee on Federal Relations :—Messrs. Jowers, Johnson, 
Taylor, Bogart and Crump of Austin. 
Committee on Finance :—Messrs. Fields, Lloyd, Bee, Rey- 
nolds and Wren. 
Committee. on Education :—-Messrs. Bryan, Taylor, Holland, 
. - — Lewis and Smith of Red River. 
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Ay | . 
Committee on Apportionment :—Messrs, "Wilson, Millican, 
- Clough, Clements and Smith of Shelby. s | 

Committee on Land Office :—Messrs. Sterne, Hardeman of 
Travis, Holland, Shea and Reynolds. aon 

Committee on Public Debt.—Messrs. Crump of Bexar, Mce- 
Nairy, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Pace and Runnels. 

Committee on Public Lands.—Messrs. Bee, Lott, Stapp, Coch- 

. ran and Tarrant.” 

Committee on Public Printing.—Méssrs. Dickson, Fields, 
Stewart and Pace. 

Committee on Public Buildings.—Messrs. Bogart, Selman, 
Charlton, Lloyd and Hardeman of T'ravis. 

Committee on Penitentiary.—Messrs. Lott, Franklin, Russell, 
Williams and Johnson. 

Committee on County Boundaries.—Messrs. Charlton, Bur- 
ney, Cochran, Dickson and Williams. . 

Committee on Claims and Accounts.—Messrs. Millican, Rus- 
sell, Shea, Wren, Whittlesey and Johnson. 

Comanittee"on Privileges and Elections.—Messrs. Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Shaw, Polk and Pace. — — . 

Committee on Internal Improvements.—Messrs. Tarrant, 
Tarver, Scott, Stapp and Hardeman of Travis. 

Committee on Indian Affairs.—Messrs, Williams, Clements, 
Crump of Bexar, Shaw, Selman and Smith of Shelby. : 

Committee on Eingrossed Bills.—Messrs. Whittlesey, Jowers, 

. Johnson and Hardeman of Nacogdoches. 

Committee on Enrolled Bills —Messrs. Burney, Scott, Bryan. 
and McNairy. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, a Committee on Contingent Ex- 
penses was added fo the Standing Committees. 

The Speaker appointed, on said committee, Messrs. Dickson, 
Shaw, Charlton and Sterne. ` ] E 
A message and accompanying documents were received from 
his Excellency the Governor, through his Private Secretary, 

Mr. Henry P. Brewster. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, a committee of three was appointed 
to wait upon the Senate and invite them to seats within the bar. 
of the House. l 

Messrs. Lewis, Hardeman of Travis and Fields were appointed 
said committee, p 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the House took a recess of fifteen 
minutes. i 

The House called to order. 

Mr. Lewis, from the committee appointed to wait upon the Se- 
nate, reported duty performed. i : 


- 


E 


t 


VOO AAR ra ce | 
2 i & 


12 
The Hon. Mr. Portis, from the Senate, appeared and informed 
the House that the Senate accepted their invitation, and would 
meet them at three o'clock. m 
The Honorable the Senate appeared headed by their President. 
The President was invited to a seat on the right of the Speak- 
er, and the Senators to seats prepared for them. =- 
The rolis of both houses being called, anda quorum being 
. present, . i 
The Speaker announced the biennial Message of his Excel- 
leney the Govesnor, with accompanying documents, which were 
read, as follows : 
: - EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
i Austin, Noy. 6, 1849. ? 
Gentlemen of the Senate and 
* House of Representatives : 


The time has arrived when it is rendered the duty of the Ex- 
ecutive of the State to present to your Honorable body such 
information, in elation to the state of the Government, and re- 
commend to their consideration such measures as he may deem’ 
expedient. I now proceed to discharge the obligation which the 
nature of that duty imposes. 

Since the adjournment of the last Legislature, the war, then 
existing with Mexico, has been prosecuted to an honorable and 
glorious termination, and I am happy in being able to congratu- 
late the State and Nation upon the circumstance that we are in 
the enjoyment of peace and a good understanding with all the 
rest of the world, and eminently prosperous in all the employ: 
ments of life at home. 

Our Government, no longer an experiment, is harmoniously 
peréorming its appointed functions, and every day furnishing the 
world aecamulated evidences of its adaptability to the improved 
social and moral condition of our race, demonstrating the long 
controverted truth, that a people are capable of being a Govern- 
ment. i 

Within a year we have witnessed the quiet, peaceful and digni- 
fied transfer of power from one hand to another by the silent but 
potent agency of the law. But wheresoever else we cast our 
eyes over the broad surface of the world, every fundamental 
change of Government, every transfer of power is wrought by 
the sword in the heat and frenzy of revolutionary tumult, where 
reason is unheard, justice disregarded, and the power of mind 
humbled before the power of arms. What abundant cause have 
we then to congratulate ourselves upon the blessings which we 
enjoy, and with what grateful sentiments should we cherish the 
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M memory of those great and good men who achieved our liberty 
Fs and framed for us a Constitution, which confers greatness on the 
i nation and secures. enlightened freedom to its children. But 
pe chiefly to Him, “whose goodness endureth -forever,” under 
x3. whose protection alone is safety, under whose favor alone is hap- 
piness, should: we accord humble thanks and reverential grati- 
tude; and by meriting secyre-a continuance of that protection 
and the comfort of that favor. 

With as little delay as possible, after the adjournment of the 
last Legislature, three gentlemen were appointed by me as Com- 
missioners, to select a site whereon to ereet a State, Penitentiary 
under the provisions of an act approved March 14, 1848. They 
selected a site near the town of Huntsville, whieh was purchased , 
by the State together with one hundred acres of timbered land 
conveniently situated. The Directors, contemplated by law, 

^ were then appointed, who, together with the Superintendant, 

' submitted a plan of the building which was approved of by me, 

and is on file in the office of the Secretary of State, as required 

by law. The Superintendant at once prepared for the erection 

of the building upon the plan approved, and on the site selected. 

I herewith transmit the report of the Directors, showing the pro» 

gress which has been made, the plan of the building, outlay, and 
estimates. ' 

In accordance with the provisions of an act, approved 20th 
March, 1848, “ to secure to the colonists of Fisher & Miller's 

' colony the lands to which they may be entitled,” I appointed a 
Commissioner who immediately opened an office for receiving 
applications and hearing proof. A much smaller number than 
was anticipated availed themselves of the benefits of this law, 
certificates having been issued to only some fourteen hundred eo- 
lonists. I would respectfully recommend to the Legislature fo, 
pass a similar law for the benefit of the settlers in the colonies of 
Mercer and Peters. 

These colonists, introduced into the country under the sane- 
tion of law, and under the terms of a cohtract solemnized by the 
late Republic of Texas, improvidently and illegally it may be, 
are, nevertheless, entitled to the land assured to them by the ordi- 
nance of September, 1845. The condition in which they stand 
at present, iu reference to their land titles, necessarily induces a 
sense of insecurity, above all things most calculated to depress 
the spirit of Industry and enterprise, and it behoves the Legisla- 
ture, with as little delay as possible, to provide a proper mode of 
extending to them their titles. 

During the past summer the fact was communicated to me by 
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representations and petitions, numerously and respectably signed 
by citizens residing at Corpus Christi and along the Rio Grande, 
that this section of the State was invaded by large bodies of hos- 
tile and predatory Indians. 'The forces of the United States, sta- 
tioned in the neighborhood, proved themselves wholly inadequate 
for the protection of our citizens. Under these circumstances, I 
felt it my duty to authorize to be raised, for the purpose of ex- 
tending to my suffering fellow-citizens the utmost protection in 
my power, two companies of mounted volunteers, which per- 
formed aterm ofduty. l recommend an appropriation of a sum 
sufficient to cover their pay and subsistence. This sum it will 
be the duty of the United States to refund, and it would, perhaps, 
be well to verify the necessity and propriety of the expenditure 
by a resolution calling on them to do so. 

In my first message to the Legislature, 1 alluded to efforts 
which were then being made to sustain aclass of land claims 
known to be fraudulent. Suits had been instituted and were, 
pending in the courts to enforce against the State the most stu- 
pendous scheme of fraud which was ever perpetrated, and had 
they resulted adversely to the interest of the State, tlie conse- 
quence would have been hopeless. bankruptcy. 

I congratulate the State in having escaped an evil of such dis- 
astrous magnitude. The Supreme Court of the State has in two 
cases decided against their validity. And in this connexion I feel 
called upon to express to the Legislature how high a degree of 
satisfaction is felt by the Eixecctive of the State at the zeal, fidel- 
ity and ability with which the Attorney GeneYal discharged his 
duty in these cases, as wellas in others of great magnitude, in 
which the rights of the State were involved, and in all of which, 
where final decisions have been made, the results have been 
similar. 

The perpetrators of this fraud, however, resolved to exliaust 
every means and expend every effort to attain their ends, have 
appealed to the Supreme Court of the United States, where the 
cause is now pending for trial. In obedience to the requirement 
of an act, approved 20th March, 1848, I have contracted with 
and employed John W. Harris, Esq., to represent the “interest of 


the State of Texas in that case, and in such others as may be now . 


pending in that Court, for the sum of two thousand dollars and 
his necessary expenses. 

In discharge of the duties imposed on him by law, Judge Baird 
vepaired to Santa F'é to effect the organization of that county and .. 
he eleventh judicial distriet under the constitution and laws of 
-his State. I regret that I am unable to express to the Legisla- 
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ture my satisfaction at the result of his efforts so far as they are 
ascertained. No full report has been received from Judge Baird 
of the precise nature and extent of the obstacles which interposed 
to prevent his success; but it is enough to know thatthe autho- 
rities of the General Government, exercising military and eivil 
jurisdiction in Santa Fé, not only refused to support him in car- 
rying out the provisions of the act approved March 15, 1848, 


' but assumed to be, and continued, and yet continue, to act as the 


only legitimate representatives and administrators of the law in 
that territory, and announced their determination to maintain 


` their authority at all hazards. 


It remains for me then only to communicate tlie fact to your 


J. Honorable body that there can now exist no doubt that the Gene- 


ral Government declines to recognize the right of Texas to the 

territory in which Santa Fé is situated, but has assumed and 

maintains the attitude of an adverse claimant. Two several 

communications, upon this subject, were addressed by me to the 

late President o£.the United States, one dated on the 23d March,: 
1848, covering the resolutions of the Legislature, approved March 

20, 1848, and requesting him, as directed by the 3d section of 
those resolutions, “ to issue orders to the military officers station- 

ed in Santa Fé to aid the officers of ‘Texas in organizing the 

county of Santa Fé and the eleventh judicial district of the State 

of Texas, and in enforcing the laws of this State, if it should be 

necessary to call upon said officers to put down any resistance to 
the laws of Texas.” The other dated Oct. 6, 1848, defining our 

claim and presentimg at some length the grounds upon which 

that claim was based. Copies of both these communications are- 
herewith transmitted. 

To neither of these, however, was any response ever made; 
and although, as you will perceive, by the latter of these commu- " 
nications, I urged upon the General Government the importance 
and necessity of some final and authoritative disposition of this 
question, yet that Government ha’ neither defined its position, 
nor furnished this State with its views of the question, and it re- 
mains in precisely the same condition in which it was when the 
last Legislature adjourned. 

À communication was also addressed to President 'l'aylor, in 
June last, reiterating the request made in my first to his prede- 
cessor, accompanied with a request that an answer be made in 
order to enable me to lay before the Legislature of this State his 
determination upon the subject. To this no response has yet 
been made. Should the United States persist in her claim to 
this territory, the circumstance that it has the possession places . 
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itin a position of great advantage with reference to Texas, al- 
though that possession be the only essential ingredient of title: 
which it possesses, and imposes upon you the necessity of adopt- 
ing energetic and efficient measures to protect the rights òf your 
State and acquit herself of what is due to her dignity and honor: 

The bare denial of justice involved in an attempt to wrest 


- fromus this portion of our State is reproach enough ; to succeed 


in that attempt would be a reproach still deeper; and for Texas 
passively to submit to such despoilment, would be the deepest 
reproach of all. 

Under these circumstances, it is for your Honorable body to 
consider and determine the course to be adopted by the State. It 
is folly to suppose that we can now legislate ourselves into our 
rightful jur.sdiction over this portion of our territory. ` An effort 
to do so has already signally failed. Itis aqnestion with which 
there should be no temporizing, for the sooner the issue is made, 
the Sooner will the question be adjusted. 

I would therefore recommend that ample power be conferred 
on the Executive of the State, and ample means be placed at his 
disposal, and that it be’ expressly required of him to raise the 
proper issue and contest it, not by demonstrating in argument the 
justness óf our claim, nor by reference to our statutes, but with 
the whole power and resources of the State. The result of any 
legislation short of this will be as barren and profitless as that 
which I regret it to be my duty to communicate. It might not 
be unwise to despatch a commissioner to Washington city to ac- 
quaint the Federal Government with such determination as the 
State may adopt, to the end that another and fair opportunity be 
afforded it to render us justice. 

- As aconsequence of the extension of our laws over the terri, 
tory north and west ofour present settlements, the necessity will 
arise of facilitating the means of intercourse between the extreme 
points of our State. 'T'o accomplish this object, I would respect- 
fully suggest the propriety of having surveyed and opened a good 
road from the capital of the State to Santa Fe. Such aroad pur- 
suing a practicable route in a generally N. W. direction, say from 
this point, might, in addition to its importance to the State, be 
made equally so to the General Government, were it to establish 
along this road a line of posts, and remove all the Indians to the 
east of it, and compel them to remain there; for by so doing, pro- 
tection wouldbe given to the wholevalley of the Rio Grande, and ' 
as a matter of course to the frontier of Mexico, which, by treaty, 
it is bound to protect against the Indians residing within its bor- 
ders. 'l'hisdone and our present temporary line on the north re- 
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‘moved and established, say one hundred and fifty miles above 
where it now is, an extensive tract of valuable land would: be 
opened to settlement, and our frontier fully protected. 

This road, although it cannot be supposed that it would afford 
great facilities for the development of the resources of that part 
of our State, would, nevertheless, render them far greater than 
any which exist at present. 1 would, therefore, recommend that 
the Legislature adopt such measures for the prosecution and at- 
tainmenut of this end as may be least embarrassing to the resources 
of the State; but at the same time the most certain to Insure its 
accomplishment, EE 

The subject of our publie debt is one of great importance, 
and in our situation so difficult as to forbid the hope that any ac- 
tion which may be taken upon the subject, will be satisfactory to 
all parties, unless the United States should purchase a portion of 
our domain. " 

The time within which the holders of our public liabilities are 
required to present them, will not have expired until the second 
Monday of this thonth ; consequently the Auditor and Comptroller 
will be unable to report fully until some time after that day. So 
soon as their report is made, I will lose no time in laying it be- 
fore you. l 

Our only resource for the payment of this debt is our publie 


' domain: a wise and prudent disposition of which, however, at 


fair rates will not only relieve the State from debt, but make her 
one of the richest in the Union. It is for the Legislature to^con- 


- sider and determine the most judicious plan to be adopted to eon- 


summate without unreasonable sacrifice so desirable an object as 


the payment of our public debt. 
A large portion of our public domain lies remote from, and is 
inconveniently situated, with reference to the present settled and ` 


organized portion of our State, and in consequence is rendered 6f ^ 


far less value and importance to the State than it is intrinsically 
worth. This territory would seem to be of great value and im- 
portance to the United States, viewed with reference to the pur- 
poses which it would serve that Government in there settling her 
Indians, and in acquiring a eomplete jurisdiction over all her In- 
dian relations now rendered so difficult and coriplieated by the 
fact that it has no jurisdiction over the soil. If, therefore, the 
United States Government should be disposed to purchase this 
territory for a fair consideration, I should conceive it to be the in- 
terest of the State so to dispose of it. And I would recommend 
that the Executive of the State be authorized to entertain any 
proposition, in reference thereto, which the Federal Government 
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may think proper to make, within a reasonable time, and énter into 
such provisional arrangement as may be deemed advisable, sub. 
ject to the ratification of the Legislature of the State. In the 
event that no arrangement is made of this kind, it would be well 
for the Legislature to provide, with reference to its failure, P 

The State has no disposition to evade the payment of her debt, 
and would sacrifice much rather than that history should record 
such a reproach against her. Nevertheless, it is not to be expect- 
ed, nor is it our duty to sacrifice too much tothisend. The only 
fund, to which reasonable men ever looked for the payment of 
this debt, was her public lands. "To have expected twenty thou- 
sand tax-payers to discharge it from taxation on their industry 
and wealth was an absurdity too gross ever to have been enter- 
tained. E 

It is conceived then that if Texas makes proper provision by 
which the holders of her debt can convert it into land at fair 
rates, the State will not have failed in furnishing to the world the 
highest evidence of her disposition to pay it. , 

Should this mode of extinguishing our debt be adopted, it will 
be the duty of the State to see that the Indians now in the pos- 
session of a large portion of her public lands be removed far 
enough above the present temporary line to enable our creditors to 
availthemselves of our offer, for under present circumstances 
any attempt individually to appropriate this land would be at- 
tended with risk and danger far greater than any prudent man 
would willingly encounter. 

They, who are invited to accept our land, should be enabled to 
acquire it without risk and enjoy without danger, 

As subsidiary to the proposed mode of paying our debt, I would 
suggest that the Legislature request the Federal Government to 
remove the present temporary line between our settlements and 
the Indians, and establish it at least one hundred and fifty miles 
above where it now runs, and in the event of its failure or re- 
fusal to do so In a reasonable time, to confer upon the Executive 
of the State the power, and provide the means to enable him to 
effect it. 'l'his done, we could offer without a blush to our credi- 
tors an opportunity to convert their demands into laud at fair 
rates. I would then, in the event the United States does not offer 
to purchase, recommend that certificates in quantities of six hun- 
dred and forty and three hundred and twenty acres be issued to 
the holders of this debt who may be willing to receive them at 
rates not under fifty cents per acre, to be fixed by the Legislature, 


. the claims of those unwilling to this arrangement, to be paid here- 


after at the pleasure of the State. And it would be well to provide 
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that the certificates so issued, as well as all other certificates for 
land issued by the State and the late Republic, should be sur- 
veyed and patented, within some reasonable specified time, in 
order that the State might not be too long burthened with the 
heavy expense incident.to keeping open her land-office. 

! An act was passed, on the 7th May, 1846, to authorize the 
a "^ Governor to procure and have set up, for the henefit of the seve- 
E ral counties of the State, a full set of weights and measures, &c. 
The Chief Justices of several counties have written to the Exe- 


b cutive, asking to be provided with a copy of these for their 
i- counties, in accordance with tlis law. In consequence, however, 
ki of no appropriation having been made to enable the Executive to 
B carry this law into effect, it has remained a dead letter on our 


statute book. T'he United States Government forwarded to this 
: State a full set of weights and measures, but when they were about 
E being set up, in pursuance of my direction, at Galveston, they 
were found to be in an unfit condition for tise. I am advised, 
however. that with a small outlay they can be repaired. 
is A joint resolution, proposing an amendment to the constitu- 
" tion of the State of Texas, approved March 14, 1848, was, after 
A being duly published in the publie prints of the State, at the 
E last general election, snbmitted to the people as required by the 
| constitution, and as will be seen by the report of the Secretary 
E of State, a very large majority of all the citizeus of the State, 
| voting for representatives, voted in favor of the proposed amend- 
mant, y ` ; 

I herewith transmit the several reports of the Attorney General, 
Secretary of State, Commissioner of the General Land Office 
» and Adjutant General. To ihe statements and suggestions con- 

| tained in each I invite the attention of the Legislature. 

From the fact that the fiscal year expired on the Ist November, 
y only afew days ago, it was impossible for the Comptroller of Pub- ^ 
m lic Accounts and the Treasurer to make their reports in time to 
m accompany this communication. So soon ds they are made, I 
E will communicate them to the Legislature with such views upon 
the subject of taxation as may have suggested themselves to my 
mind in witnessing the operation of the present system. 

I deem it of high importance. that a more safe depository of the 
papers of the General Land Office should be provided than the 
present, so soon as the seat of Government is established ; and to 
that end recommend that an appropriation be made to erect a fire 
proof building for that purpose. ‘The present insecurity and ex- 
posure to destruction of these important records forcibly suggests 
the necessity of making arrangements at as early a period: as pos- 
sible for their safe keeping. l 
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I would, also, recommend to the Legislature a division of the 
Supreme Court, so as to hold a session in the East, in the Middle, 
and in the West. ‘The administration of justice should not only 
be prompt, but the means to secure her aid should be accessible 
and convenient to all. The present arrangement, in regard to thé 
Supreme Court by which litigants are subjected to the expense 
and inconvenience of traveling, in' some instances four or five 
hundred miles to prosecute their rights in the Supreme Court, is 
unsatisfactory to the citizens of the State, and they look to the 
Legislature and have a tight to expect that the inconvenience will 
be remedied. 

In my first message I called the attention of the Legislature to 
the fact that Congress had made an appropriation to build light 
houses upon Galveston and Matagorda Islands, and-to the neces- 
sity of passiug a law ceding Jurisdiction to the General Govern- 
ment over such necessary ground as it might purchase for the 
purpose. The Legislature not having attended to this matter, 
‘the work has, in consequence, been suspended. 

It will, also, be necessary to pass an act extending the laws of 
Texas over the one half of the waters of Sabine Pass, Sabine 
Lake and Sabine River up to the thirty-second degree of North 
latitude. 

It will become your duty, under the 29th section of the third 
article of the constitution, to fix the number of Senators and Re- 
presentatives and apportion them among the several counties, àc- 
cording to the number of our free white populatien ascertained 
and reported, according to law. 

The heirs of many of those unfortunate men who fell with 
Fannin and Ward and at the Alamo, have never received the 
head-right certificates to which by law they were entitled, owing 
to the fact, in some cases, that they were ignorant of their rights 
and in others to inability to make proof required by law. At 
the last session of the Legislature, an act was passed by which 
they were enabled to obtain their land on the certificates of the 
Adjutant General, that the persons, in right of whom the certi- 
ficate is claimed appeared trom the records of his office to have 
belonged to either of these commands. At the same session, 
however, the 11th section of an act to detect fraudulent land cer- 
tificates, &c., approved Feb. 4, 1841, was repealed ; in conse- 
quence of which there exists no tribunal to which they can re- 
sort for the attainment of their rights. I would recommend that 
the Legislature provide a method by which such persons may 
secure their rights. n - 

T'he quota of arms, which tne State of Texas is entitled to re- 
ceive, has been forwarded to Galveston by the U. S. Government 
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There is no. proper place provided, by law for their safe keeping, 
and I would respectfully call the attention of the Legislature to 
the fact, and suggest that suitable provision be made. — 
The eonstitàtion of our State enjoins upen- the Legislature 


' the duty of making suitable provision, as early as practicable, 


for the support and maintenance of free public schools. It also 
expressly sets apart aud reserves for this purpose, one-tenth of 
the annual revenue accruing from taxation. The amount of 
this fund in the Treasury on the first day of this month, was 
$25,503 82. It will require no labored discussion to impress up- 
on your minds the importance of education. ‘The framers of our 
State Constitution wisely declared that a general diffusion of 
knowledge is essential to the preservation of the rights and liber- 
ties of the people. Notruthis more fully verified by all history. 
Nations, however powerful in numbers and physical resources, 


“ean never hope to achieve or perpetuate moral and political free- 


dom where ignorance prevails. The vitality of republican forms 
of government especially, resides in the intelligence of the mass- 
es. An enlightened people will be neither the dupes nor the 
victims of corrupt political leaders. How immeasurably impor- 
tant, then, it is for us to give early attention to the mental and 
moral improvement of the generation growing up among us.— 
Let some just and feasible plan be adopted, to apply the means 
now in the Treasury of the State to this object, so as to produce 
the greatest good to the greatest number. There is, it is true, not 


. Sufficient to establish and maintain a school in every neighbor- 


hood. It may, however, be so distributed, under careful and 
competent supervision, as to aid the efforts of individuals, and go 
far in this way to encourage the canse of education If it be per- 
mitted to lie in the Treasury until it be sufficient to support pub- 
lic schools throughout the State, it will be useless for many 
years. Inthe meantime, those who are now children will have 
grown up to be men and citizens, and many of them, perhaps, 
without being able to" read the tickets which they place in the 
ballot box, The consequences of such a result will not only be 
discreditable to those who at this day are the guardians of the 
public weal, but-equally unfortunate in their effects upon general 
society. Vice and crime, and a slavish subserviency to dictation, 
are the usual concomitants of ignorance. Let us arrest this state 
of things by timely action. Justice demands that the taxes paid 
by the present population of the State, for education, should. he 
devoted to that object without unnecessary delay: To hoard 
them for the benefit of the next generation would be as manifest- 
ly unfair as it would, ia my opinion, be unwise. The means at 
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our disposal will do something for the cause of education, if ju- 
diciously applied. Let this be done at once, and there will be 
some security that the advantages thus conferred upon the pre- 
sent generation will yield abundant blessings npon the next. 

I would recommend that the proper steps be taken to ascertain 
the present situation, in respect to location and survey, óf the 
various'grants of land heretofore made for purposes of education. 
Tt appears, from an examination of the acts of the Congress of 
the late Republic, that the number of acres thus appropriated out 
of the public domain, is 1,731,348 ; of which, 1,399,248 are ge- 
neral, and 332,100 acres special grants. 1 adhere to the opinion 
expressed in my first message, that it would be judicious to dis- 
pose of these lands, and bring the proceeds into a general school 
fund. ‘The experience of other States justifies the belief that the 
system of leasing or renting them is not to be preferred. In 
‘Texas many years must elapse, and one or two generations pass 
away, before they would produce any thing to aid the cause of 
education. I would therefore suggest, that the constitution be so 
altered as to bring these lands into market under proper regula- 
tions; and that the money derived from their sale be invested in 
safe and productive stock. The annual income from this source 
would probably be greater than the annnal increase in the value 
of the lands; and some of the advantages of this rich inheri 
tance secured to them by the labors and valor of their fathers, be 
enjoyed by their children. 

I deeply regret that I am unable to communicate any abate- 
ment of the efforts of the abolitionsts at the North to agitate the 
question of slavery. Itis respectfully conceived, that there has 
been already too much said upon this subjeet —one not admit- 

"ted by the South to be debateable,—for we cannot view it as a 
question involving merely the continuance or abolition of slavery. 
Their interference involves other and far more serious conse- 
quences; for its tendency is to foment and encourage servile in- 
surrection—the conflagration of our homes—the murder of our 
wives and children. Violent and inflammatory resolutions up- 
on the subject have only the effect of exacerbating the feelings 
of our opponents already so intensely malignant, and to accele- 
rate a crisis which every lover of his country should desire to 
avert. The danger which threatens the South is a common one, 
and it behoves them to miake conimon cause against it; and 
when the emergency arrives, she has true sons enough whom 
temptation cannot seduce nor danger appal, to protect alike her 
rights and the Union. A formidable party, too, in the Congress 
of the United States; are strenuously endeavoring, on every occa- 
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sion that is presented, to apply the principles of the Wilmot Pro- 
viso to all the territory acquired from Mexico, Were they to 
succeed, the effect would be to exclude the South from a fair par- 
ticipation in the fruits of a conquest achieved chiefly by the valor 
E of hersons. In referenceto this territory, we ask nothing which 
d is not secured to us by the guaranties of the Constitution. Under 

E them there is but one American citizenship, and that forbids the 
d idea of any restraint upon his personal movements within the li- 

mits of the nation. It involves an ubiquity of privileges—the 
freedom of commercial intercourse and the right to carry his per- 
son, his opinions, and his property, to all the possessions of the 
Union; and if these rights be not sacred, our constitution is but 
little better than a parchment, 
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a ~ * Governor Wood to President Polk. 
E Execvtive DEPARTMENT, Austin, March 23, 1848 


E. To his Excellency James K. Pork, 
4 S President of the United States : 
| Sir,—The Legislature of the State of Texas, at its session just 
closed, passed laws to organize into a county the territory of 
Santa Fé, and to establish therein a Judicial District; and as ru- 
3 mors have reached this State of an attempt to establish: there a 
1 ' separate government, it is apprehended that impediments may be 
| thrown in the way of the contemplated organization. In view 
of such a contingency, the Legislature of Texas made it the duty 
of the Executive, by the enclosed Joint Resolution, to request 
a your Excellency to issue orders to the militaty officers stationed 
2 in Santa F'é to aid the officers of Texasin organizing the county p 
| of Santa Fé, and the Eleventh Judicial District of the State of , 
|| ‘Texas, and in enforcing the laws of this State, if it should be ne- 
E cessary to call upon said officers of the United States to put down 
E any resistance to the laws of Texas. « 
I have the honor, therefore, to request that-your Excellency 
will issue to the military officers of the United States stationed 
in Santa Fé, orders conformable to the views of the enclosed 


S i Joint Resolution, and to the end that the State of Texas may, in 
T no wise, be embarrassed in the exercise of her rightful jurisdic- 


tion over that territory. 
I have the honor to be, with high consideration, 
Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 
o4 GEO. 'T. WOOD. 
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Governor Wood to President Poli. 
‘Executive Orrice, Austin, Oct. 6th, 1848. 
To his Excellency, James K. Porx, e ` 
President of the United States: 

Sir,—The people of Texas have observed with much surprise 
the manifestation of a disposition on the part of some of the pub- 
lic men of the Union; to deprive them of a large and valuable 
portion of their territory, by prescribing for this State new and 
hitherto unrecognized boundaries ; and their mortification iseven 
greater than their surprise, at the disregard of right and the vio- 
lation of faith involved in this attempt. 

‘That a certain boundary was determined upon and clearly de- 


E 


fined and prescribed as such by the legitimate authority in Texas, 


is admitted on all hands; and that this same boundary was re- 
cognized by the Federal Government by the most solemn acts, 
and on more than one occasíoh, is capable of recorded Proof. 
From the very dawn of our revolution, equally amidst the dis- 
asters and triumphs of our arms in its progress, the Rio Grande, 
from its source to its mouth, was insisted on as our western boun- 
dary; andin the darkest hour of that uneqnaF struggle, a spirit 
so eraverNwas not to be found in our ranks, who would have 
been satisfied with less. So universal and radical was this senti- 
ment, that to have receded from this boundary, would have been 
regarded as scarcely less inglorious than to have compromised 


' the very principies of the revolution itself. : 


To have obtained peace and independence with such a bound: 
ary as that which is sought in some quarters to be foisted upon 
them, would have beew regarded at any period of their separate 
existence, as a victory without honor, and a triumph without 
glory. l 

At the first session of our Congress, “an act defining the 
boundary of Texas” was passed, declaring our boundary as com- 
mencing in the Gulf of Mexico three leagues from land, to the 
mouth of the Rio Grande, thence up the principal stream of said 
river to its source, thence due north to the 42d degree of north 
latitude. 

This then was our only boundary—our rightful, because our 


fawfifl one, and continued so without modification or abatement 


up to the period of the adoption of the annexation resolutions 
and the constitution of the State ; and then, if affected at all, only 
to be reassured by the first, and reasserted by the latter. The 
laws and institutions of a nation constitute her political identity 
as well as her political existence. ‘They and those who repre- 
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sent them, are the only:true exponents of her rights. and preten- 
sions. te ) e 


By these. the Government of the, United States were apprised - . 


of our, boundary, and only through these could they acquire any 


knowledge on the subject at: all; and thus advised, that Govern~ 


ment, in 1837, acknowledged our independence; and so far as it 
was concerned, became, thereby, forever excluded from setting up 
any thing in opposition to it. Dl 

By the resolutions ot annexation it is provided that * the terri- 
tory properly included within and rightfully belonging to the 
Republic of Texas, might be erected into a new State, to be call- 
ed the State of Texas.” A condition was coupled with these 
that “the Government of the United States should have the right 
to adjust ali questions of boundary that might arise with other 
Governments.” We might justly insist that this condition should 
be construed strictly ; for that such is the rule no one will deny. 
Still, gwe it the greatest possible effect, and we are yet unable to 
bring the adjustment of the question of boundary between ‘Texas 
and the General Government, in this instance, within its scope. 
for the reason, that so far as this boundary is concerned, there 
ean arise no conflict at all. 

The object and purpose of this reservation in the resolutions, 
cannot be misconceived. It was asked ou the one hand and 
yielded on the other, in order that the Government of the United 
States might not have to approach the settlement of her actual or 
prospective difficulties with Mexico, clothed with only a qualified 
dnd imperfect power of adjustment. In a spirit of confidence 
which she hopes never to have occasion to regret, Texas consti- 
tuted the Federal Government her agent and trustee in the ad- 
justment of her boundary. And had that Government, induced 
by any of those high considerations of justice or national policy, 
in exercising that trust, deemed it proper to yield a portion of ther 
territory claimed by Texas, remote from her settlements, and 
making fair compensation therefor,as she would have been bound 
to do, not an expression of dissatisfaction would have been heard 
from her. This was a liberal and humane offering which she 
was prepared to make on the altar of peace. Construe this con- 
dition in any other wise, and suppose the power of adjusting our 
boundary to bea general one, T'exas oecupies a strange and 
anomalous position in the Union, unlike that of every other 
State. Instead of being a co-equal with them, she is made a mere 
appanage ; dependent for her very existence upon the capricious 


favors of power, —— - 


Standing then in the relation of an agent or trustee towards 
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Texas, the General Government in any treaty or negotiation in 
regard to boundary, could not acquire a right to territory within 
limits even claimed by her, much less where that claim had been 


acknowledged on their part. .To permit this to be done, would 


be a subversion of the settléd principles of law and equity in such © 


cise. For it would be to allow the agent to contract against the 
rights of his principal, the trustee against those of his cestui que 
trust, the guardian against those of his ward, and to divert their 
acquisitions in these capacities to their own use. 

If this position .be true, then there cannot exist a shadow of 
doubt that by the late treaty of peace with Mexico, the right of 
‘Texas to the line set up in her laws and re-asserted in her consti- 
tution, became absolute and perfect. 

Independent of the effect upon this question of the recognition. 
by the United States Government of the Independence of Texas 
in 1837, that Government has, as I will proceed to show, by fair 


- deductions from some acts and by the direct force of otters, re- 


eognized the claim of ‘Texas as set up by her laws. 

The resolutions of annexation provide, contingently, for the 
division of Texas into five States of convenient size ; a provision 
evidently made with reference to our asserted boundary, for it 
would have involved an absurdity to have made it with reference 
to that within which the attempt is being made to restrict us, em- 
bracing as it does searcely territory enough for one instead of five 
States of convenient size. 

Equally absurd and nugatory is another condition of these re- 
solutions, providing that in the State or States formed out of our 
territory North of 26 deg! 30 min., slavery or involuntary servi- 
tude shall be prohibited, had it not been made with a like refer- 
ence to boundary recognized as established above that line. To 
suppose otherwise is to adopt the unreasonable presumption, that 
the parties, contracting through these resolutions, made a subject 


of arrangement, territory in which neither the one nor the other, . 


had any right, and to convict the Congress of thé United States 


of doing and the people of Texas of assenting to an inept, a vain, 


and a useless thing. 

Again, the Congress of the United States, with rare unanimity 
and without reference to party, declared, on the 13th day of May, 
1840, that war had been commenced by theact of Mexico. The 
act upon Which this declaration was founded, and by which it. 
could only be sustained, consisted in the attacking our army with- 
in the territory of the United States, and the declaration could 
only be made true by the assumption that the Rio Grande was: 


the boundary of Texas, and the territory East of ita portion of 
the United States. i 


| 
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‘And: I am cértain, that the Government of the United States 
will never permit the reprodch to be recorded in history against 
her, that she chatged Mexico as an aggressor, and visited upon 
her with the sword the fearful consequences of-an invasion of 
her soil, and afterwards wher needing no such pretext and seek- 
ing a different end, she sought to repudiate the very title by which 
the truth of her declaration and her justification before the world 
could he established; and finally the Congress of the United 
States, on the 29th day of December, 1845, and by which the 
act of annexation became final, accepted and ratified our State 
constitution by which “all laws and parts of laws now in force 
in the Republic of Texas, which are uot repugnant to the Con- 
stitation of the United States, the Joint Resolutions for annexing 
Texas to the United States, or to the provisions of this constitu- 
tion, shail continue and remain in force as the laws of this State, 
until they expire by their own limitation, or shall be altered or 
repealed* by the Legislature thereof.” ‘This act of acceptance 
and ratification cannot amount to less than than that the Congress 
of the United States recognize in its provisions nothing against 
the constitution of the United States —nothing in the shape of 
pretensions which that body was not willing to admit and endorse. 

I have thus presented, as I conceive fairly, the true questions 
involved in this matter, and earnestly solicit the attention of your- 
Excellency to them,and to the necessity, at an early day, of dispos- 
ing of this vexed question, in some authoritative and final man- 
ner. i - 
. This question of boundary, though seemingly one of interest, 
is nevertheless to Texas a rhatter of honor. Encuimbered with 
a large national debt, contracted in the course of her revolution, 
she has to look to her public domain as her only resource for its 
payment, and the acqnittance of her obligations to those who ge- 
nerously aided het in her struggle. This consideration will reh- 
der the acquiescence of Texas in any measure to obtain from 
her any portion of her territory below 42 deg. or east of the Rio 
Grande, without ample compensation, and on other conditions by 
hero be imposed. utterly uuattainable, and I am not authorized 
to say that it could be even obtained for that. ` 

The last Legislature of the State passed an act to create and 
organize the county of Santa Fé; and to ensure the object con- 
templated, the Executive of this State was instructed to request 
the Presidont of the United States to issue orders to the mi itary 
officers stationed in Santa Fe to aid the officers in organizing the 
county of Santa Fe and the 11th judicial district of the State of 
Texas, and in enforcing the laws of the State; “and if neces- 
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sary to call upon said*officers to put down resistance tothe laws 
ef Texas,” which wastransmitted téfyou on the 23d March, 1848: 

In pursuance of law, Hon, Spruce M. Baird was appointed 
Judge, and James W, Webb, Esq. chosen. District Attorney for 
the Eleventh Judicial District, that being the County of- Santa 
Fe. These, gentlemen are now on their way to enter upon the 
discharge of their duties. To the former is confided by tlie Jaw, 
creating the county of Santa Fe, the duty of its proper-organiza- 
tion. And F embrace the present opportunity to repeat the re- 
quest already made that you will instruct the United States of- 
ficers in Santa Fe to extend every lawful aid to Judge Baird, 
which he may have oceasion to require, in furtherance of the or- 
ganization with which he is charged. 

And, sir, I cannot close this communication without rendering 
to yon the thanks of the people of Texas for the zeal which you 
have manifested, on ail proper occasions, for our interests, and 
especially for the favorable sentiments which you havesthought 
proper to express in your message to the Congress of the United - 
States at its late session. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your Excel- 


lency’s obedient humble servant. 
GEO. T. WOOD. 


Governor Wood to President Taylor. 
Potk Country, Texas, June 30, 1849. 
Ilis ExcELLENcY, Z. TAYLOR, 
President of the United States : 

Sir,—At the last session of our Legislature, laws were passed 
organizing the county of Santa.Fé, and establishing a judicial 
district including the same, and Spruce M. Baird, Esquire, was 
elected Judge, and directed to proceed to the organization of the 
Connty of Santa Fé, under the laws ef the State. Subsequently 
to Judge Baird’s reaching Santa Fé, he informed the Executive 
that opposition had been offered him by the military government 
which at that time, seemed to be in force there by order of the 
United States, which tended to hinder such organization. This 
military government was established by order of the President of 
the United States in 1847; and was objected to by the authorities 
of Texas. The latter wasinformed by the Secretary of State of 
the United States, that this organization was temporary in its 
character—only intended to facilitate the United States in pros- 


ecuting the war-against Mexico, and should be dissolved at the 


conclusion of peace between the two powers. : » 
This opposition to the authorities of Texas was certainly um. 


+ 


t ^ 
ke TEE i 
iy Sool Sie ee So 


a 


29 
looked for, asit could never have been expdtted thatthe Federal 
Government would lay cla or assert title to that soil which 
her authorities have,on more than one occasion,solemnly ac- 
knowledged and declared to the world to beewithin the limits of 
Texas. 

^A "The Executive of Texas addressed a communication to Pres- 
‘ident Polk, under date at 6th October last, soliciting such aid for 
Judge Baird, in enforcing the laws of Texas over Santa Fe, as 
he might need, by the United States’ forces stationed-in that 
quarter—to which communication I respectlully beg leave to re- 
fer your Excellency. The Executive has to regret that no reply 
has yet been received to the communication referred to. — 

This is a a subject of the first magnitudeto Texas, as she is 
bound by every moral and legitimate obligation at once to bring 
her vacant lands into market, that they may be made-availableto 
the holders.of her public liabilities. 

I would beg leave most respectfully to request of your Excel- 
lencv, which I now most solemnly do, to offer such facilities to 
the State autlioritiesin Santa Fe, as may seem to be consistent 
with the obligations of the Federal Government and the rights 
of Texas. The Executive deems it unnecessary at this time, to 
rediscuss the question of boundary and the right of Texas to the 
soil as claimed by her laws, and acknowledged by the United 
States. No people would regret more than the people of Texas, 
a misinterpretation of her rights, in relation to boundary, by the 
Federal Government, nor can her citizens realize for a moment, 
that a claim by the Federal Government to any portion of her 
territory can be seriously urged: Since to yield to a severance 
of any portion of her soil, would be as humiliating to Texas as 
it would be unjust on the part ofthe United States. 

An early reply to this communication will enable the Execu- 
tive to lay before the Legislature, which will convene in Neve 
ember next, the views of the General Government relative to the 
subject matter referred to, and add additional energy to the al- 
ready undiminished confidence felt and cherished by the people 
of Texas in the justice of the Federal Government 

With sentiments of distinguished consideration, 
Iam your obedient servant, 


GEO. T. WOOD. 
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REPORT OF. THE SECHÉTARY OF STATE: 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, ? 
E 3 Austin, November 1, 1849. 4° 

Sin :— I have the honor to submit to your Excellency the ac- 
companying exhibits : ` 

1. Of the ċensus of the several counties for the year 1848 : 

2. Ofthe vote of theseveral counties on the proposed amend- 
ment of the State constitution : 

3. Of the amount of fees collected by this Departmentfrom the 
20th March, 1848, the date of the passage of the law authorizing 
the same to be charged, up to the present time ; and 


A. Ofthe several appointments,to office made by your Excel-- 


lency during the recess of the Legislature, which may require 
the action of the Senate. 

It will be seen, that neither the returns of the census nor of 
the vote on the proposed ‘amendment of the constitution, are 
complefe—a few counties having failed to send them in. 

As the transactions of my office are confined to minute de- 
tails, having but little relation to subjects of general state policy, 
it will not be expected that I should do more, in this report, than 
invite your Excellency's attention to those points immediately 
connected with the performance of my duties and which seein to 
me to reqnire the action of the Legislature. à; 

During the period I have been in charge of this Department, 
the mount of business done has been necessarily large. Much 
ofithas grown outef the general and special elections held 
duriug this and the last year, for county officers, electors of Pres- 
ident and Vice-President, Governor and Lieutenant Governor, 
Commissioner of the General Land office, members of the Legis- 
lature and of Congress, and on the proposed amendment of the 
constitntion. I am able to say, however, that the multifarious 
duties devolved upon me-have been all fully performed; and 
that the business ofthe office is complete upto the present dato. 

No appropriation was made by the last Legislature, to meet the 
expense of taking the census of 1848, for the compensation of 
the electors of President and Vice-President, or for the publica- 
tion of the joint resolution proposing an amehdment of the con- 
stitution, and repuired by law to be published in the public prints 
of the State. | 

I should remark, also, that the amount appropriated to defray 
the contingent expenses of this office, has, under the strictest eco- 
nomy been found to be wholly inadequate. The postage, alone, 
upon the multitude of commissions required to be sent out, and 
upon the numerous bulky returns made fo the office, as well as 
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upon the large correspondence necessary to be kept up with 
Chief Justices of counties, Bil absorbed the greater part of the 
sum appropriated. In addition io this, the arrearages ofthe De- 
partment for 1846 and 1847 have been paid, leaving but little to 
4 be applied to the purchase of the necessary stationery and blanks, 
à and to the publication of the proclamations of the Executive. 
3 — Estimates of thé amount required to discharge the liabilities of 
à the Department,contracted in the performance of duties enjoined 
by law, will be submitted iu due time—-with the hope that the _ 
1 Legislature will, atau early day, make adequate provision for 
CM their payment. u 
Y The first volume of the decisions of our Supreme Court has 
EF been published and the number of copies subscribed for by the 
E State, under the provisions of the act of the 18th February, 1848, 
have been received. A copy has been distributed to each of the 
Judges of the Supreme and District Courts, District Attorneys, 
and Governors of the States and Tertitories. It will befor the 
Legislature to say what disposition shall be made of those re- 
maining on hand. 

Frequent application has been made to me by the officers of 
counties recently organized, for complete sets of the statutes of 
the late Republic, It has beer found impossible to furnish them, 
as a portion of the copies have heen entirely exhausted. In the ` 
event that a digest of the laws is rot speedily published, the 
cause of public justice would seem to demand that a sufficient 
number of copies of the general acts of the seventh, eigth and 
ninth Congresses, ahd of the exira session of the sixth, should 
be re-printed. : 

: . Some suitable provision for the repair and better preservation 
i of the books, maps, &c., belonging to the state library, should be 
a made. Many of them are rare and valuable, and could not be 

E easily replaced if permitted to go to destruction. This must be^ 
= the result, however, unless the proper steps be taken at an early 
| day to prevent it. 

I would suggest the propriety of a law, requiring the Seereta- 
ry of State to turn over all judicial reports received in exchange 
from the othér States, to the clerk, for the more convenient use 
of the Supreme Court, taking the proper receipts therefor. 

The building now occupied by the State Department is poorly 

i adapted to the proper protection of the contents of the office. Tt 
a - _ is connected. on two sides with the residences of familes, and is 
constantly exposed to conflagration, In: such an event, buta 
small part of the archives containing, as they do, papers of great 
interest and value to the people of the State, could probably be 
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saved. I would, therefore, particularly recommend that the Le- 
gislature authorise the Secretary OP State to select some one of 
the other public buildings; and that the same be reserved for 
the use of his office. It should, by all means, be removed from 
its present locality. f 

The time has fully arrived when, if ever, the Legislature 
should make provision for collecting, arranging, and preserving, 
in some durable and accessible form, all the public data now to 
be obtained, relating to the history of Texas from i's first settle- 
ment to the period of its admission as a State of the Union.— 
Doubtless many valuable historical materials have been already 
lost, and they are constantly perishing. Some effort should be 
made to secure those that remain, from a like fate. Many of the 
other States have, within the last few years, employed competent 
men to colfect theirearly historical records from their obscure de- 
positories in this and foreign countries; and much regret has 
been expressed, that they did not sooner undertake a task of so 
much interest and importance. Justice to the memory of the 
pioneers and patriots of Texas who have passed from life, as well 
as a proper regard for the wishes of the present and future gene- 
rations, requires that this State should now uhdertake the per- 
formance of a similar commendable work, Jt would probably 
take some two or three years of arduous labor to execute the duty 
properly, iu all its details. The expenses of translations, trans- 
criptions, traveling, postage, printing, stationery, and pay of the 
person employed, would necessarily be about two thousand dol. 
lars a year. lt is believed that this sum could not be applied in 


any way to give more satisfaction to the people of the State. 


I would also respectfally recommed that some suitable provi- 
sion be made for bringing home the archives of the foreign lega- 
tions and consulates of the late Republic of Texas, Those of 
the legation to the United States still remain at Washington,— 
The consular records at New Orleans and New York contain, as 
I am informed, evidence of transfers of property between indivi- 
duals, which may become of great importance to the parties inte- 
rested, in the event of the loss of the originals. To make them 
available for authentication, they should be placed in possession 
of the State Department. - 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. D. MILLER, 
i Secretary of State. 
His Excellency, Governor Woon. ; 
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: Ofthe Census of the State for the year 1848. 


x 
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Counties. 


Anderson, 
Angelina, 
Austin, į 
Bastrop, 
Bexar, 
Bowie, 
Brazoria, 
Brazos, 
Barleson, 
Caldwell, 
Calhoun, 
Cameron, 
Cass, 
Cherokee, 
Collin, 
Colorado, 
Comal, 
Cooke, 
Dallas, 
Denton, 
De Wit, 
Fannin, 


Payette, 
A Bend, 
Galveston, 
Gillespie, 
Goliad, 
Gonzales, 
Grayson, 
Grimes, 
Guadalupe, 
Harris, 
Harrison, . 
Hays, 
Henderson, 
Hopkins, 
louston, 
IIunt, 
Jackson, 
Jasper, 
Jefforson, 
Kaufman, 
Lamar, 
La Vaca, 
C 
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"18 YEARS. 


WHITE MALES OVER 


18 AND UNDER 45 
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SONS. 


de] | TOTAL, WHITE POPU- ' 


e 
es 


Y 
JD Or oe 


ww 
c 
Gr 
wo 


TOTAL WHITH AND , 
COLORED POPULA» 


Ce cm ae aae e eel 


g 


Ie 


Counties |, 


Leon, 
Liberty, . 
Limestone, 
Matagorda,. 
Medina, 

1 Milam, 
Montgomery, 
Nacogdoches, 
Navarro, 
Newton 
Nueces, 


Red River, 
Refugio, 
Robertson, 
Rusk, 
Sabine, 
San Augustine, 
San Patricio, 
Santa Ee, 
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Van Zandt, 
Victoria, 
Walker, 
Washington, 
ebb, 
Williamson, 
Wharton. 


Men 


um 


18 years, 

18 AND UNDER 45 
PERSONS. 
COLORED POPU- 
Mudo) t 


WHITE MALES UNDER 
LATION. 


ELECTORS. 
WHITE MALES OVER 
"WHITE MALES OVER 
FREE COLORED 
TOTAL WHITE POPU- 
TOTAL WHITE AND 
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25,393 31,517} 97,486| 5,311|5},187|42,455) — 400/115,501(158,256 — 
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RECAPITULATION.. 
Electors, + ^» + + .- 25399 

White males under 18 years, . . °° BLS? 
White males over 18 and under 45 years, — 27,486 


White males over 45 years, s jo > | 531b -=m A 


i es 


otal white males, . e . » «+ + » 64,314 
Totat white females, ana E ee uwct' uw 5187 


b mc 


Total whitepopulation,  . . . + «6 « . . 115501 
Total slaves, : i $ ! , eros s 22455 
Total free colored persons, ; "m5 @ — ko . 400 


Total population of the State returned, . a ‘ E 138,356 


The State of Texas. è ; 

I, the undersigned, Secretary of State, do hereby certify that the 

foregoing is a full and correct exhibit of the enumerated popula- 

tion of the State, for the year 1848, according to the returns re-. 
ceived and on file in the Department of State. 

In testimony whereof, I hereto set my hand and affix the- 

c , State seal at Austin, the first day of November, 1849;: 

jL. S. and in the year of the independence of Texas, the 

~~~ ? fourteenth. 

i W. D. MILLER, 
Secretary of State. 
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EXHIBIT 
Of the Vote of the several Counties on the Proposed Amend- 
ment of the Constitution, August 6, 1849. 


— 


FOR lAGT.| NEU . ` FOR. | AGT. | NEUT, 
Anderson, 333; 7| 11| Jefferson, 4.2 
Angelina, 43) 19) l8|Kaufman,  .' 163 27 : 
Austin, , | 167| 26) Ol Lamar, ` 215 36 
Bastrop, 224| 94 La Vaca, 
Bexar, : | 451) 203) |lLeon, ^ . 96 -6 ll 
Bowie, 122} 52 6 Liberty, 200 26 4 
' Brazoria, 302, 17| ?2!Limestone, 1429, 56) 894 
Brazos, 45} 11|) 5l Matagorda, TU. 63 14 
Burleson, 120] 37| . Medina, 50 Sp. ux 
Caldwell; 119| 45| 396 Milam, 103 56 52 
Calhoun, 93} 38 Montgomery, 125 62 
Cameron, 129] 31| 728 Nacogdoches, 433 93 
Cass, 270) 52| 25|| Navarro, 257| #39] 18 
Cherokee, 489} 65| 64 Newton, 168 6 
Collin, 239| 15 Nueces, 78| 154 
Colorado, 93| 17| ll|jPanola, "E 60 
Comal, . | 150) 33) 9 71 Polk, 211 15 22. 
Cooke, ' 33 Red River, 479| ~ 28 
Dallas, 339| 15 Refugio, 29 20 
-Denton, i 67 8 Robertson, 54 64 
Da Witt, v8| 40|  9||Rusk, 730| 131 
Fannin, 497, 99| 1l Sabine, 220 7 
Fayette, 346| 33| 9Ü|lSan Augustine, 174 99| -. 
Fort Bend, . 145. 29) 3Ü|lSan Patricio, 22 dr 
Galveston, 287| 63| 168||Sana Fé, 
Gillespie, . . . [[Shelby, 468| "103 
Goliad, 55 11 4||Smith, 197 9 
Gonzales, 10I| 33) 928||Starr, N i54 8 92 
Grayson, l'itus, . 437 11 ES 
Grimes, 232; 79| B9gi| Travis, 356 37 a7 
Guadalupe, 119; 26 9j Tyler, :J5I 15 
Harris, . 557| 164| ayi Upshur, 254 
Harrison, 596] 85 Van Zandt, 101 8 
Hays, 35) 12] 91) Victoria, 118 49 53 
Henderson, 163| 10|  3||Walker, 394 39 
Hopkins, 314] 12 4| Washington, 443 92 49 
Houston, 26L) 46 Webb, 201; 204 62 > 
Hunt, i64| J Williamson, 120 17| 118 
Jackson, : 5I] 48 Wharton, 57| œ 19 
Jasper, 122) 3 
i —— — m 
E AS 15,852] 3,139 1,933 
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NoTE.—No returns received from the counties of Gillespie, , Grayson, La Vaca, 
ani Sante Fé. 
From the counties of Bexar, Cherokee, Montgomery, Nacogdoches, Nucces, 


Smith, Tyler, Walker, Webb, and Williamson, no lists of voters’ names, but tho ` 


results only, returned. Deducting the returns of these counties, for informality, 
T 16 aggregate vote for the amendment would be 13,913; against the amendment, 
2,292; und neutral, 1,687. ` 


ar 


l R _ 
Forthaamendiment, ~ |. 515852" MEC 
Against the amendifent, .— . ^ vo . 139 peu us 
Neutral, . E en us dej -1,938- E. oce Ku 
e [e x $ SEDA 


Total number of Voters, : i, Foxe 20,923 


` Por:the amendment, ‘as above, ' : : . 15,852 


Against the amendment and noritial as above, 05071. 


Majority in favor of the ameridment, EE 4 . , 19781 


* Recapitulation, excluding the informal returns. 


For theggmendment, . : . : 13,2913. 
Against the amendment, : í 2,202 
Neutral, | .: . . "E" 1,687 . 
Total number of voters, : . 17,192 
For the amendment, by this statement, 5 > 13,213 
Against the amendment and neutral, by this statement, 2,979 


Majority in favor of amendment, Gk dos 9,334 


The State of Texas. 

I, the undersigned, Secretary of State, do hereby certify thaf 
the ‘foregoing is a full and eorreet exhibit of the vote on the 
proposed amendment of the Constitution, east on the 6th day of 
August, 1849, according to the returns received and on file in the 
Department. of State. 

In*testimony whereof, I hereto set my hand and affix the 
~~ , State seal, at Austin, the first day of November, 1849; 
En S and in the year of the independence of Texas, the 
LL) fourteenth. © 
W. D. MILLER, 
Secretary of State. 
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> ! EXHIBIT - 

Of the amount of Fees received by the Denartinent of State 

from March 20, 1848,.t0 October 31, 1849, and paid into the- 
Treasury of the State. . 


` Amount for the quarter ending June 30, 1848, l $48 30 


Amount for the quarter ending September 30, 1848, 70 40 
Amount for the quarter ending December 31, 1848, 79 31° 
Amount for the quarter ending March 31, 1849, 37 50 
Amount for the quarter ending June 30, 1849, 25 00 
Amount for the quarter ending September 30, 1849, 20 00 
Amount for the month of October, 1849, 16 5U 


Total, $291 01 


I, the undersigned, Secretary of State, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a correct exhibit of the amount of fees collected by 
the Department of State from the 20th March, 1848, to the 31st 


-` day of October, 1849. 


In testimony whereof, I hereto set my hand and affix the 

[r. s.] Seal of State, at Austin, the 31st day of October, 1849. 
W. D. MILLER, 

Secretary of State. 
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REPORT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 


ATTORNEY GENERAL’s Orrick 
Austin, Oct. 27th 1849. 
To His Excellency 
George T. Woop, Governor of Texas. 

Sir—Since the adjournment of the last Legislature, the act 
which makes it my duty to investigate the conditions of the ti- 
tles to the various Islands within the limits of Texas, and if it be 
expedient to cause legal proceedings to be instituted against per- 
sons claiming the same adversely to the State,has received that at- 


‘tention which itsimportance merits. And alter considering the va- 


rious acts of Congress of the late Republic relative to these titles, 
I determined to institute legal proceedings against a claimant of a 
portion of Galveston Island, who held ihe same under a patent 
which was issued upon a location and survey made by virtue 
of certain land serip, (known as the Bryan scrip,) which was 


issued on the 10th of December, 1836: As on the same day, (viz 
on the LOth December, 1836) Congress‘had passed a law "reserv- 
tag forthe use of the Government all Islands belonging to the 
Republic, &c., (which law appeared to mesGH“to remain unre- 


3 pealed,) I regarded the location and patent'asbeing inadequate to 

eonvey to the grantee of the patent any title to the land which 

1 his mediate vendee was holding adversely to the State. 

H The Judge of the district court however differed from me in 

£ opinion in regard to the law,and as a consequence,the cause was 
E - Inthat court decided against the State. On the part of the State, I 


4 


- appealed to the Supreme Court, where the cause is now pending. 
b Nothing which occurred during the trial, and nosnbsequent reflec- 
tion have at all impaired my confidence as tothe correctness of 
theviews which Ihad previously taken of the law relative to this 
o3 cause. In addition to the above action, T, in due time, forwarded 
to the District Attorney of the 10th District, a form ofa petition, 
accompahied with the request, that he should there institute pro- 
i ceedings against some claimant of a portion ofsome Island, who 
E was holding the same adversely to the State. This was done 
with a view of testing the validity of each class of claims, in com- 
pliance with what I couceived to be the intention of the Legisla- 
ture that enacted the law. 

In compliance with the provisions ofthe “act to suppress ille- 
gal banking,” approved 20th March, 1848, I have instituted four 
sults against an association of individuals who, under the name 
and style of the “Commercial & Agricultural Bank,” havefor near- 
ly two years exercised and continue to exercise banking privi- 

* leges in the County of Galveston. These suits were ánstituted 
- jn staccession for successive infractions of the law. The penal- 
ties claimed, ip all, amount to the sum of seventy-five thousand 
. dollars, (875,000) for exercising banking privileges for fifteen, 
months contrary to the provisions of the statute. But one has 
been tried in the District Court—this there resulted unfavorably 

to the State, From this decision an appeal was taken to the 

Supreme Court, where the cause is now pending. And subse- 

quently to the decision in the District Court, three other suits 

have been instituted against the association for continuing to ex- 
ercise banking privileges. At the last term of the Court, the :de- 
fendants obtained continuances iu two of the causes which had 

been previously instituted. After stating the course which I 

have pursued, it is almost needlessto add that I have the most un- 

diminished confidence, that in the Supreme Court these causes 
will result tavorably to the State. In the above instances bank- 
ing privileges were exercised constantly and without disguise.— 


lg BS + 


* 


Pa 


40 = 


In other instances, the promissory nates of individuals have been 
circulated as money within.the State; butso far as I have been 
able to learn these were dated and put, into circulation prior: to 
the passage ofthe act. Had l been able to prove that such notes 
were issued or re-issued by their makers, since the first day of 
May, 1848, when the act took effect, suits would have been insti- 
tuted against them for such infractions of the law. : 


As the above statutes and the interest of the State seemed to re- 
quire it, I gave my personal attention to the causes which were 
instituted under them. This caused me to be in attendance up- 
on the District Court of Galveston County for a considerable por- 
tion of the past summer ; but as during this time, I was-but little 
needed at the seat of Government, the interest of the publie was 
not injuriously affected by my absence. 

An act ofthe late Republic requires that “all recognizances &c., 
shall be made payable to the President of the Republic ofgT'exas." 
Since the change of the Government, a doubt has arisen as tc 
whether such recognizance should be made payable to the Govern- 
ernor of the State. So faras J have been able to learn, the ques- 
tion has not been decided by Xhe courts. It is one of so much 
practical importance that [think it ought to claim the early at- 
tention of the Legislature. I would advise the passage of a law . 
requiring all reeognizanees to be made payable to the State. 


The 26th section urider the general provisions of our constitu- 
tion provides that “no person shall hold or exercise at the same 
lime more than one civil office of emolument, except that of 
Justice ofthe Peace." [think it would be well for the Legisla- 
ture fo pass some law to insure the enforcement of this salutary 
provision. Its violation should be made a high penal offence.— 
If an officer now should be appointed or elected to fill another of- 
fice, he might exercise both, which, in some instances, would be 
productive of inealenlable mischief Suppose, for example, a 
Notary Public were elected to fill another office, and were stl to 
continue to discharge the dnties of a Notary, there is „but little 
doubt that.all his Notarial acts would be invalid ; and the com- 
munity should, by law, be protected against such imposition. 


By the 26th section of the second article in the Constitution, 
it is provided that no defaulter shall bold any office under the 
State Government. In order to enforce this provision it is respec- 
fully suggested that an additional oath of office be prescribed by 
law, and that the party taking snch oath be required to swear that 
he is nota defaulter to the Republic or State of Texas. "It would 
be well to make ita penal offence to exercise any office without. 
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previously taking the oath of office prescribed by the constitntion~ 
aud the law. EE E E ; 

And in all eases in which a commission be by law required to 
issue; that it be withheld until such oath is made and filed with 
the officer whose duty. it is to issue the same. ` ON te 

Since the adjournment of the last "Legislature, but few suits 
have been. instituted against defaulting officers. This-was not 
done because in the prosecution of suits, it was found indispen- 
sably necessary to have copies of the retnrns and accounts of 
such officers on filein the.office of the Comptroiler, in order to 
show the extent of their respective indebtedness to the State.—- 
The clerks allowed to that office were unable to make these co- 
pies and to discharge their other and more important duties.— 


H 
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And upon consultation with the Comptroller, we arrived at the 
conclusion that to hire clerks to make these copies would pro- 
bably cost the State a larger ameunt in money "than would in a 
majority of instances, be collected from the defaulting officers and 
their securities; and as we believe this difficulty could be rem-: 
edied by the passage of an appropriate law, we determined to ad- 
vise the Legislature of its existence and await their action upon 
the subject. 

Tho remedy I would propose,is to institute suits upon the bonds 
of such defaulting officers at the seat of Government, where their 
eriginal returns and accounts could be introduced as evidence 
‘upon the trial of the causes, or to institute such suitsin the res- 
pective counties in which debtors reside (as is the law at present) 
and to make the certificate of the Comptroller (under his hand 
and seal) of the balance which appears to be due, from the re- 
turns, accounts and records in his office, sufficient evidence to es- 
tablish the amount of indebtedness. The latter I would advise as 
the more reasonable and equitable law. t 

Tt would be much to the interest of the officers and their secu- 
ries tbat such a provision should be made. For as the law 
now stands they would be condemned to pay the cost of furnish- 
ing these cópies. 

in suits brought by the State, it often happensthat the dis. 
trict attorneys are required to pay in advance for documents 
and other testimony necessary for their. successful prosecution, 
This often presents to the District Attorney, the alternative of 
advancing his own funds for these purposes or of proceeding to 
the trial in the absence of important testimony. In order to rem-, 
edy these evils, (which are conceived to be great,) I would most 
respectfully suggest that there should be placed inthe hands of 
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the Comptroller a contingent fund. adequate to defray snch: neees- 
sary expenses. ; D 

Since the adjournment of the Legislature a cause has been tri- 
ed in the District and Supreme Courts testing the sufficiency of 
the “Joint Resolution forthe relief of the citizens of Jasper 
County,” approved 7th December, 1841. The law has been ad 
judged sufficient for the attainment of the objects for which it 
was enacted. By it, fraudulent Jand certificates amounting to 
nearly one hundred leagues have been detected, and the unscru- 
pulous and fraudulent devices resorted to for their establishment 
have been fully discovered and exposed. 

At the last term of the Supreme Court a cause was tried testing 
the validity of afgrant of land situated within the twenty fron- 
tier leagues bordering on the United States. The grant bore a date 
pri-rto the 17th day of March, 1836, and was for ten leagues 
and twenty four labors (a very small fraction less than eleven 
leagnes.) This suit was institated against the late R€public to 
establish the validity of this grant, uuder the second section of 
the act “to quietland titles within the twenty frontier leagues 
&c." approved January 9th, 1841. In the District Court the 
cause was decided against the Republic. In the Supreme Court 
this decision was reversed and a final judgment in the cause was 
rendered in favor of the State. 5 

The principles contained in this decision taken in connection 
with the provisions of the above act and also those of the con- 
stitution of the Republic and of the State, will doubtless render 
invalid all those large and fraudulent claims to lands situated in 
the easigrn, north-eastern and northern portions of the State. 

Iu the cause which was institted in the name of the Governs 
or of the State of Texas, (who sued in behalf of the people of said 
State,) vs. Charles Feuton Mercer and his associates, to annul the 
colonization contract which he made with the President of the 
late Republic, a judgment final has, in the District Court, been ren- 
dered against the defendant. They have, thus far, acquiesced 
in the decision ; for, so far as I have been advised, no steps have 
yet been taken to remove the cause to a higher court. In the 
suits also against Kennedy and Pringle, and against Pringle and 
his associates, judgments have been rendered annulling their res- 
pective colony eontracts. 

The remaining causes against the colony contractors are still 
pending in the District Courts of the third: and fourth judicial 
districts, A final judgment has been obtained against the State 
in one enly of the Empresario causes. This was- for seven 
leagues and eigh! labors. Four of this class of cases have been 
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disipissed ,at.the,cost of the plaintiff Four are still pending ; 
two; iy,¢he District, and two in the Supreme Court. uu 
'he.cause of the Board of Land Commissioners &c. against 
James, Reilly, which formerly attracted much attention, was, at 
the last term of the Supreme Court, decided in favor of the State. 
Since the adjournment of the last Legislature, the Supreme 


Court has announced opinions in two causes which had been in- 


" stituted for the purpose of establishing the validity of headright 


land certificates, without the necessity of their being recommen- 
ded, according to the provisions of the * act to detect fraudulent 
land certificates, &c.” approved 26th January,1840. ‘These cau- 
ses were both decided in favor ofthe State. 

It is a source of pleasure to be able to report generally, that du- 
ring my present and former terms of office, many important caus- 
es in which the Government wasa party or had an interest, 
have been finally determined, and that none of these have resul- 
ted adversbly to the interest of the State. 

On the 8th of March, 1839, the Mayor and Alderman of the 
Corporation of the Town of Bastrop passed a resolution. making 
it the duty of the Mayor, without delay, to make out and execute, 
to the Republic of Texas, a deed for one league of land as a do- 
nation, upon condition that the capital of the Republic of Texas 
should be permanently located within ten miles from the foot of 
the mountains upon the eastside of the Colorado river. The 
league as described is a portion'of the town tract, and the decd on 
that day was accordingly executed. This league is valuable on 
account of its timber only.« Tuformation has been received at 
this office to the effect that the Corporation. of Bastrop pas re- 
cently granted a lease of this lard, and that the lessee is now, and 
for some time past, has been busily employed in severing and ap- 
propriating its timber. . 

Prior to the month of February last, I was informed that suits 
had been institated in the District Court of Bexar County to com- 
pel the surveyor to survey lands.on unrecommended head- 
right certificates amounting to nearly two thousand leagues. I 
thought the interest of the State might possibly require my per- 
sonal attention to these causes. I accordingly gave it, and they 
were disniissed for the want of prosecution. 

. While in attendance upon the Bexar Court, I gave some atten- 
tion tothe causes which were there pendiug against several of the 
colony contractors. They were not found ina state of prepara- 
tion for trial, and were consequently continued. ; 

But the stebject to which I would above all others direct the nt. 


tention of the Legislature, is the necessity of acquiring a law li. 
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brary for the eerie officers of the State. Its want is, in éve- 
ry department of the Government, most severely felt. "The Leg- 
islative department is row called on tosupply the ‘defects df a 
system of laws and to prune its superfluous parts, without being 
furnished with the means of ascertaining what that system really 
is. Js it reasonable to suppose that the Legislature can perfect a 
system in the absence ofall opportunity to consult and under- 
stand it?) ‘Phe Governor, who is the head of the Executive De- 
partment, is by the constitution required “ to take cate that thé 
laws be faithfully executed." Here then is a dutyenjoined with- 
out furnishing the means of ascertaining what that duty really is, 
orhow it may be most properly performed. If the Legislature 
fail to furnish the laws, can they reasonably expect that tle 
Governor can cause them to be “faithfully executed?". But to 
the Judicial Department of the Government, such a library is of 
vital importance. In the absence of the lights of a single law 
book furnished by the government, our Supreme Court is. often 
called on to decide questions novel, difficult avd vastly impor- 
tant. Ourlaws are by far more complex than those of any other 
State in the Union; and while every other State has found 
b necessary to procure extensive libraries, Texas has procur- 
ed none. 


The system which is being formed by the decisions of our Su- 
preme Court, when tested by the legal lights-of other states and 
couutries, may be found, (in many important particulars, Jat vari- 
ance with some of the longest establisped principles of the law.— 
Then we shall be compelled either to persist in these eirors and 
perpetuate them orto reverse these decisions at the expense of 
thousands of innocent citizens who may possibly have been de- 
luded by them. Again, our Supreme Court is continually called 
upon to decide causes of the greatest magnitude, and it can be 
easily seen how important it must be for that tiibunal to be now 
furnished with every facility for the proper formation of this new 
system and the correct disposition of these causes. When ap- 

-proaching evils are foreseen, it is the part of wisdom ¢hen to avert 
them, Remedies come too late when the inischief has been al- 
ready .done. 

But may I be permitted here toadd, that nothing contained 
above is intended to be understood to the disparagement of any 
member of any department of the Government. They know it 
has long been a maxim with the sages of the profession, that the 
wisdom of no man and of no number of men is superior to the 
wisdom of the law, that has been brought to its present state of 
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perfection by the wisdom and experience ofa long succession of 
ages and centuries, "Wr . l 

” And in order ‘to remedy the evil, (which all admit to be great,) 
I will advise that our statute laws and the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court be sent to the Secretaries of State of the other States 
in the Union; and, as is the-constant practice, they will send sim- 
ilar books to our Secretary of State in return. And I wonld 
further advise that the Legislature appropriate for the purpose, a 


sùm of money sufficient to purchase a library that will be adequate 


to our present wants, . 

It is often extremely unpleasant to the officers of the State to 
be dependent upon others for the use of private libraries in order to 
acquire the information necessary to discharge their official du- 
ties. This dependent condition is often inconsistent with the 
interest of the State, and it is, at all times, exceedingly humilia. 
ting to its dignity. And it is difficult to conceive how the inter- 
est of the State could be more effectually advanced than by ap- 
propriating a reasonable sum for the perfection and for the prop- 
er administration of a system of laws upon which the property, 
the liberty and the lives of our citizens depend. l 

During my former term, I notified: the then Executive that I 
was disqualified from attending to two of the empresario caus- 
es, viz. that of Austin & Williams, and that of James F. Perry, Ex- 
ecator of Stephen F. Austin, against Sam Houston, &c., which 
were pending in the district court for Travis County. And his 
excellency A. C. Horton, employed Jas. Webb, Esq., to give his 
professional attention to these causes in that court on the part 
ef the defendant. Mr Webb complied with his part of tke con- 
tract, and in the district eourtthere were trials of tlie first mention- 
ed causes. I paid him one hundred dollars in part for his servi- 
ces out of the contingent fund appropriated for this office. ; 

The causes were then by the defendant taken to the Supreme 
Court. Henry P, Brewster, Esq , attended to the cause of Austin 
and Williams, and procured its reversal. He’ has “subsequently 
attended to this cause in the district court and promised a contin- 
uanceof his attention to it in the Supreme Court where it has 
been again taken by the defendant. Mr. Brewster has at my re- 
quest in other important causes, rendered valuable services to the’ 
State. ‘These gentlemen have attended to these cauges assiduously 
and ably, and the servicés having been rendered it is for the Legis- 
leturé to determine what would be for thém an appropriate or a: 
just compensation. . MANN UM M SE 
* AH ofwhich ‘is most respectfully submitted. 0°00. 

I have the honor to be your ob’t serv’t. - 
JOHN W. HARRIS, Attorney General. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE | 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 


GENERAL Lanp-OFrFice, } 
Austin, Nov. Ist, 1849, 


To His Ezcelleney, Gro. T. Woon, 20 | 
and to the Honorable, the Senate and : | 
House of Representatives : i i 


GENTLEMEN :—1 beg leave to lay before your honorable body, 
for its consideration arid action, the following report: 
The publie domain of Texas, according to an estimate made 
by Mr. Robert Creuzbaur, principal draughtsman of this office, 
comprises an area of 379,054 square miles, or 242,594,560 acres. _ 
A line drawn from Red River to the Rio Grande, circumscribing | 
the entire region of country in which surveys have been made, | 
-would include an arem of 140,735 square miles, or 90,070,400 | 
acres; leaving an area of 152,524,160 acres, in which no surveys 4 
have been made. | 
From the mouth of the Sabine to the mouth of the Rio Grande, | 
our State has an extent of 375 miles on the Gulf eoast. 
The extent of onr eastern boundary is estimated as follows: 
; j MILES, | 
‘The Sabine, from its mouth to its intersection with 
the 329 of north latitude, estimated by the course | 
of the river, and including the pass aud the lake, 299 | 


From the Sabine to Red River, : : 106 d 

Red River, by the course of the stream, to its in- 
tersection with the 100° ot west longitude froin a 
Green wich, ' : à ` ; s 620 ! 

The meridian of the 100? from Red River to the i 
Arkansas, 250 

The Arcansas river, with its meanders, to its source, 640 ! 

Extent of our eastern and north eastern boundary, 1,915 | 


That portion of our western boundary which is formed by the 
Rio Grande, from its mouth to its source, is estimated by the 
course of the river, at 2,240 miles. 

In computing the length of the streams, small bends were not 
estimated. 
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Of the territory comprised within these limits, the following. 
estimate has. been made: | 

os ; ACRES, 
There have been titled, by the former authorities of 

Spain and Mexico, aecording to the documents, 

of various kinds, on file in the General Land 

Office, 25,047,625 
The amount of legitimate claims for land origin- 

ating under the Govenment of the Republic, 

and State of Texas, liquidated and unliquidated, 

so far as knowitto this office, is — 95,581,1€3 
Making au aggregate of claims liquidated and un- — ——— —— 

liquidated, GM 60,028,728 

Leaviug to 'T'exas a publie domain of 181,965,832 acres, after 
the liquidation of all legal claims for land known to exist against 
her. B 

In the above estimate of lands appropriated by Spanish titles, ` 
every species of claim of that description, without distinction, is 
included. Many of these will, doubtless, not be sustained by the 
courts; but these are questions which belong not to the General 
Land Office. 

The claims here denominated “titled,” may be subdivided into 
head-right elaims, including all claims of a league and labor and 
under that amount; and large grants, embracing all over a league 
and labor, as follows: 

Head-right claims, 15,512,747 acres. 

Large grants, 9,534,878 « 
——— 25,047,625 acres. 

Of the claims originating under the Governments of the Repub- 
lic and State of Texas) the following distribution may be made: 


ACRES. ACRES. 
Ist class recommended, 19,044,111 
*  * confirmed by the courts, 1,861,282 
'* « by special aets, 179,894 21,085,287 
2nd. class recommended, 1,394,091 
2nd aud 3d reported, 6,016,640 
aa * confirmed by the courts, 97,920 
€ * by special acts, 12,975 
-——— 7,451,326 
Bounty and Donation, 4,992,087 
Land Scrip, sf 1,329,203 
Fisher arid Miller's colony, - l 723,200 
35,581,103 
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The claims originating under the present and former Govern- 
ments of Texas, may be further classified as follows: 


1st class claims, aggregato, 


i * yeturn'd and 
patented, 

H «  ret'd and not 
patented, 

K * outstanding, 


2nd and 3rd, aggregate, 

j 4^ peturn'd and 
patented, 
retd and not 
patented, 


ít a 


t i outstanding, 


Bounty & Donation,agg., 
$t € return'd and 


patented, 
" * yerd and not 
patented, 
W s “ outstanding, 
Land Scrip, aggregate, 
i 4 returned and 
patented, 
xi *  ret'd and not 
patented, 
x: * outstanding, 


4$ 


ACRES. 


21,085,287 


ACRES, 


11,219,018 
4,304,380 15,523,398 


Se ee 


7,451326 
3,217,291 
1,334,936 4,552,227 


pauna 


4,992,087 


- 


2,194,828 
326,187 - 2,521,015 


—— 


481,476 
183,996 ` 665,472 


eed Ft ume, Mtt jog 


Amount of claims for land outstanding, 
'Fo which should probably be added those of 


- Fisher and Miller's colony, 


Aggregate, 


Yo which, if we add the amount of elaims 
retarned and not patented, 


We shall have the aggregate of unpatented 


. claims known to-exist, 


Aggtegate of claims patented, 7 


Total amount, 


ACRES. 


5,561,889 


2,899,099 


2,471,073 


663,731 
11,595,791. 
723,200 


Sen ree ease 
12,318,991 


6,149,499 
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18,468,496 


17,112,513 


53,581,103 
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-With regard tà first. class claims, the courts having been closed 

. ngainst them, the office may be-considered in possession of the 
entire amount of. those .claims, except those (ptesinmed to bea 

small numbérynot yet reported by the clerks of the-Distriet Courts. 

With regard to 2nd and 3rd class claims, many of the clerks 
of the Boards of Land Commissioners have not, made their rẹ- 
ports regularly, and notwithstanding it is believed that many 
quarters have not been reported, for the feason that no certificates 
were issued during:those quarters, yet, it is.a known fact that 
certificates, in many instances, have been issued, which have not 
been reported ; moreover,the Boardsarestill open; consequently,the 
information relative to this speciesof claim is necessarily imperfect. 

I am indebted to the politeness of Col. John D. Pitts, Adjutant 
General, for a statement relative to bounty and donation claims, 
issued by the War Department up to the present date. 

On the subject of. land serip, I have received, through the po- 
liteness of James B. Shaw, Esq. Comptroller, a statement of 
1,220,3874 acres—the amount sold by the various agents of the 
Government, or unaccounted for by them, and supposed" to be 
sold; to which I have added, 108,816 acres, issued by this office, 
by virtue of an act approved February 5th, 1840, making an ag- 
gregate of 1,329,203 acres, 

On the 12th of May last, W. F. Evans, Esq., Commissioner 
of Fisher and Miller's colony, made his finàl report to this office, 
and returned his record books, in compliance with the 5th section 
of an act entitled “ An act to secure to the colonists of Fisher and 
Miller's colony, the lands to which they may be entitled,” ap- 
proved March 20th; 1849, by which it appears that he has isued, 
under the authority of this act, 1,409 certificates; the amount of 
land for which these certificates have been issued being 723,200 
acres, as already stated. - "E" 

I have-no means of ascertaining; or even forming a probable 
conjeeture, as to the number of persons entitled to lond in the 
colonies ef Peters and Mercer, under the provisions of the ordi- - 
nance adopted by the Convention on the 27th of August, 1845. 

When I came into this office, I found on hand 2,623 blank 
patents; I received, on the Ist of June, 1848, a lot of 5,323, 
which were furnished under a contract made by my predecessor; 
the two lots amounting to 7,946. Some of this number are more 
or less.injured, but there are only about 50 that are abselufely un- 
fit to be used for patents. Ihave since received another: Jot jof 
5,414, under a contract made by myself with Mr. A. Hs Bean, 
and-strbsequently another lot from the same individual-of 1057. 
These two last mentioned lots,.togéthéi with the expense of a 

D 
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new plate, travelling expense of agent, and other incidéntal ex 
penses, cost the sum of $2,486 58 "cents, leaving the balance of 
-the appropriation for blank patents undrawn. In my contract. 
- with Mr. Bean, all the patents were to be delivered at this place, 
and they were insured. to be of good quality, and the contract 2 
been complied with. 


"The transactions of the office, in the article of blank patents, 
may be recapitulated as follows: 


Blanks.on hand March 21st, 1848, 2,623 

* — yeceived 1st June, 1848, 5,323 

ue  . & — under contract with Mr. Bean, 5,414 

64 ~i [44 x f 4 . 1,057 

2o—— 1447 
Contra. l 

Blaüks.fit for use as paleis on hand, 9909 - 

“ — wnfit for nse as patents, 50 

“cancelled or spoiled in writing, ` 124 


Net number of patents made and recorded, 
from 21st March, 1848, to 1st Nov., 1849, 4,331 

14,414 

"The patents issued since the organization of this office to the 


present time, or now lying i in the office, ready to be issued, may 
be stated as follows : 


—— 


From the organization to Feb’y 16th, 1846, 6,928 \ 
&  l6th Feb'y, 1846, to the 13th Dec., 1847, 4,436 

* 13th Dec., 1847, to the 21st March, 1848, 687 

Net total number to 21st March, 1848, ; 12,046 

To which, if we add the number made from 21st ] 

March, 1848, to the present time, . 4,321 

. We shall have as a net total, from the organization — . ———— 
of the Land Office to the present time, 16,377 


Of the foregoing number, there are now in the Land Office, 

ready- for delivery, 1,113. 

From the 9fst March, 1848; to the first of September, last, the 
date.of my last quarterly settlement, I had collected: and paid 
over to the Comptroller, in 'l'exas treasury notes, and. other 
liabilities of the Government, in the way of government dues 


and patent fees, the sum of $42,307 24 
E have collected and paid over, from the first of Sep- 
tember to the present time, . 8,28 00 


epee amio, ER mma 


- "fetal amount collected, 845,430 24 
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Thad collected, up to the same quarterly settlement, - 
in par funds, utider authority of an act approved 
20th March, 1848, J $1,024 43 
The expenses of the office, exclusive of'salaries,.from the 21st 
March, 1848, to the present date, may be stated as follows: 


Drawn from appropriation for blank patents, $2,486 68 
Stationery, 110 00 
Postage, 170 04 
Contingent fund, i 309 16 

Total amount, éxclusive of salaries, $3,075 78 


Nothing has been drawn by me, from the appropriation for 
district and county maps. 

Daring more than eight months, we have had but seven as- 
sistant clerks in the Land Office—one of the gentlemen, attached 
to the office in that capacity, having resigned in October, 1848; 
and being able to do the business of the office with seven, the 
vacancy was not filled until July last. 

À large amount of additional labor was thrown on the office, 


` by the aet regulating fees, to be charged by the Secretary of 


a 


State, Commissioner of the General Land Office, &c., approved 
Mach 20th, 1848—this species of work, having been formerly a 
matter of private emolument with the clerks, was done by them 
out of office hours, but it has now necessarily become a regular 
part of the business.of the office, during office hours. I do not 
complain of this; I believe the law to have been a good one, and 
the force of the office has been sufficient for all purposes. I 
merely advert to it, for the purpose of showing that this is a new 


, item, and has beeome an important one in the regular business of 
- the offiee. : 


Muck labor has been bestowed on the fcrmation of a new set 
of indexes, arranged with an association of three letters, by which 
the business of the office has been greatly faeilitated : considera- 


^ 9rd elass certificates, the records of which had fallen behind.— 


g 


ble labor has, also, been p in the way of reeording 2nd and 


But notwithstanding the additional labor here enumerated, ihe 
number of patents actually made, during the time that I, have 
been in office, will compare favorably with any former period of its 
existence of like extent. Let us compare it,for instanee, with the 
period intervening between the meetiug ot the first Legislature on 
the 16th Feb'y, 1846, and the meeting of tht second Legislature 
on the 13th:of December, 1847, a périod;of one year, nine months 


` and twenty seven days, during which time, there were made, 
4436 . 


as shown by the records, —the;net number,’ _ 


- 
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The period from the 21st March, 1818, to the 
ist of Nov., 1849, exclusive, is one year, seven 
months, ard ten days;.the difference between this 
and the former period being two months and 17 : 
days. Patents made from 21st March, 1848, to i 
ist Nov., 1849—total number, 4,331 

Add for difference of time, say 24 months, 560 4,891 


eS 


Differénce in favor of latter period, ' BAS 

But if the number had been less, no censure could attach to 
the office, as every claim has been patented that was in & condi- 
tion to be patented, and more was impossible. A 

Having thus laid before the Hon. Legislature, as succinctly 
as possible, the business done in the General Land Office, during 
the time that I have had charge of it, together with such facts as 
1 thought might be interesting and useful, I will now proceed to 
give an account of some things which I considered it my duty 
not to do. * 

Ist. I have declined receiving and, registering in the Land Qf- 
fice, any documents purporting to be titles originating under the 
former Governments of Spain or Mexico. ..For a fall explanation 
of the reasons which governed me in adopting.this course, I refer 


- to my letter to the Attorney General, a copy of which is hereto 


annexed; and his answer, a copy of which is also annexed. 

2nd. l have declined receiving government dues on titled 
lands. The act approved January 15th, 1839, anthorizes and 
requires “the Commissioner of the General Land Office to receive 
government dües on all surveysthat may be returned to his office.” 
This, I understand to mean, surveys returned to be patented, and 
no other species of claim; and upon this view of tlre law I have 


* acted. f 


3rd. I have refused to patent lands in the settled portions of 
the Rio Grande. The situation of these settlers is peculiar; for 
while they were clearly within our.limits, they have been com- 
pelled by the force of circumstances to submit to the jurisdiction 
of a foreign govetnment, and have not had an opportunity of 
complying with our laws in relation to their lands; their surveys 
are, consequently, not represented on the maps. I was not wil- 
ling, therefore, to take the responsibility of. patenting, over settle- 
ments and rights'of long standing, until the Legislature could 


have an opportunity of taking. some action on the subject. * If no 


action is-taken on thik subject, by the Legislature during its. pre- 
sent session, I shall’ consider it ry imperative duty, under the 
laws, to patent. 


53 

There is another subject, which I desire to bring before the 
Hon. Legislature ; and that is, the condition of the settlers in Pe-- 
ters" and Mercer’s 'Golónies— particularly the latter; becanse the 
' suit required to be instituted, by the ordinance passed by the Gon- 
vention, on the subject of these colonies, having been decided 
against the contractors, this section of country would seem now 
to be thrown open to location ; ut the same time, it is very appa- 
rent, that if locating and surveying be permitted, indiscriminately, 
within the limits of this colony, great injustice may be done to 
the settlers, who are entitled to land under the ordinance, and 
the benevolent intentions of the Convention in passing, and of 
the people in adopting it, may, to a great extent, be defeated. For 
notwithstanding the rights of these colonists are fullv provided for 
-in the ordinance, they must necessarily remain dormant until 
there is some legal provision by which they can be defined and 

enfarced. 


I have folt it my duty to bring these subjects to the attention of 
your honorable body, and I invoke an expression of the Legisla- 
tive will in relation to them, I trust that the path of duty will 
be made plain; and when so rendered, it will be my constant 
effort to pursue it. © au 


I cannot close this communication, without adverting to a sub- 
ject of paramount importance to our whole country: it is the pro- 
priety of ascertaining, and fizing. the amount of our liabilities for 
land, so as to place our publie domain beyond the depredations 
of fraud. To accomplish this highly important object, all the 
Boards for the issuance of Jand certificates, both special and ge- 
neral, should be speedily closed, and remain so; and measures 
should be adopted to cause the certificates already issued, to be 
correctly repoited to this office. PO 


Onr public domain is not only sufficient to pay all our just 
debts, incurred during our struggle for independence, but to af- 
ford homes for our children, and our children’s children, for many 
generations, if properly husbanded ; but if we would realize these 
benefits, we must protect it from fraud. 

I would also call your attention to the propriety of making pro- - 
vision for the erection of a suitable fire-proof building, for tha 
General Land Office. When I look around me, at the vast 
amount of interest! of such incalenlable impertance to the people 
of 'l'exas, accumulated in this frail buildiug, I tremble at thg 
responsibility. | 

In conclusion, I earnestly request the Hon. Legislature to ap- 


we 
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' point a committee of both Houses to examine the condition of the 
Land Office, generally, to investigate al] the facts here stated, and, 
other facts within the purview of the office, upon which they may 
desire information. 

I have the nonor to be, © 
With great respect, 
Your ob't serv’t, 
GEO. W. SMYTH, - 
Commissioner. 


GENERAL LAND-OFFICE, 
Austin, August 28th, 1848. 


Hon. Jonn W. Harris, 
Attorney-General: 


Dear Sin :—Another question, of grave importance, presents 
itself. Itis, as to the propriety of receiving and placing among the 
- archives of the General Land Office, certain documents purport- 
ing to be land titles, issued by the former authorities of Mexico. 
These are some:imes presented 1n the form of originals, sometimes 
as first copies, and sometimes copies of copies, 
The constitution and laws seem to contemplate, that the Gene- 
ral Land Office shall be the repository of land titles; but it would 
- seem that itit could not have been intended, that every unauthen- 
ticated document which is preseuted should be received, without 
attempting to distinguish, even, the gennine from the spurious. 
‘The constitution of the Republic of Texas declares that, “with 
a view to the simplification of the land system, and the protection 
of the people and Government from litization and fraud, a Gene- 
ral Land Office shall be established, where all the land titles of 
the Republic shall be registered," &c. ` 
In pursuance of this constitutional provision, the general land 
law, approved 14th Dec., 1837, declares “that the Commissioner 
of the General Laud Office shall have custody and control of all : 
records, books, papers, and original documents, appertaining to 
the titles to lands, heretofore, aud by the provisions of the law, 
denominated ‘archives? ” : 
` [n a similar spirit, our State Constitntion declares, (Art. 12th,) 
There shall be one General Land Office, where all titles which 
have heretofore emanated, or may hereafter emanate, from Go- 
vernment, shall be registered,” &e, &c. ' 
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This constitutional provision seems to contemplate further 
legislation, in order to carry it into effect. — a: 

Whether, in the absence of such'legislation, any rule exists, by 
which documents, such as I have described in the first paragraph, 
can be received and archived, with safety to the country ? and if , 
any, what that rule should be? are questions which I respectfully 
submit to your consideration. i 


Respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
GEO. W. SMYTH, Commissioner. 


OFFICE oF ATTORNEY-GENERAL, 


Austin, Sept. 5th, 1848. 


Hon. Ggonag W. SMYTH, 
Comr Gen Land Office: 

Sig :—I have had the honor to receive yours of the 28th of 
August, in which you ask my opinion as to the propriety of re- 
ceiving and placing among the archives of the General Land 
Office, certain documents purporting to be titles, issued by the 
former authorities of Mexico. These, yon add, are sometimes 
presented in the form of originals, sometimes as first copies, and 
sometimes as mere copies of copies. - l 

In reply, I must state, that I know of no rule, prescribed by 
statute, by which these documents can be registered. All L have 
seen connected with the registry of such documents, is tlie 12th 
article of our State Constitution, which is referred to in your 
letter. This provides that “'There shall be one General Land 
Office in the State, where all titles which have heretofore erfa- 
nated, or may hereafter emanate, from Government, shall be re- 
gistered" &c. Now, this does not say how they shall be authen- 
ticated for registry; or upon what testimony they shall be re- 
gistered. This would be the legal test by which to distinguish 
the genuine from the spurious documents. I concur with you 
in thinking that the above provision of the Constitution seemed 
to contemplate some legislative action upon the subject. : 

As these documents have been withheld for an unreasonable 
time; as the mutter in itself is very important; as the law has 
prescribed no rule, or amount of evidence, upon which they shall 
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be registered; andas the Constitution seems to contemplate the 
action of the Legislature upom the subject, I feel unwillmg to. 
prescribe any rulé.by which this should be done; nor will I ad- 
vise that they be régistered at all, until the mode be pointed out 
by the Legislature, to whom it properly belongs. 

. What I have said. above, has reference to original documents. 
As to copies, and copies of copies, it is clear beyond all question 
that they cannot be registered. ` 

I have the honor to be, your ob't serv’t, . 
- JOHN W. HARRIS, Attorney- General. 


REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL. 


ApjuTANT-GENERALU's OFFICE, 
Austin, November Ist, 1849. 

Srg:—I have the honor, herewith, to transmit fall retfirns 
with the transactions of ihis.office from the 1st day of December, 
1847, until the 1st day of November, 1849. 

The accompanying return marked No. 1, exhibits the total 
amount and number of Bounty and Donation. Claims issued un- 
der the Government of the Republic of Texas, and the State, up 
to the Ist November, 1849, with. the amount, in acres, of this 
description of claims; also shows the number and total amount 
of duplicate land warrants issued under the State Government. 

Return No, 2, contains the number of mounted rangers called 
into, and mustered in, the scrvice of the United States, by order 
of the Secretary of War, and by yonr Excellency, from the Ist 
day of December, 1847, until the Ist day of November, 1849. 

Return No. 3, contains the number of inosnyed rangers dis- 
charged by order of the Secretary of War, and the expiration of 
Service, as per muster rolls filed in this office. 

Return No. 4, contains the number of commissions issued to 
militia officers, with their several grades in office; also, the num- 
ber of commissions issned to the volunteer officers of mounted 
rangers, in the service of the United States. * 

The organization of the militia, under the present law, has 
been greatly retarded—owing, in a great measure, to the defects 
of the 10th section of the act organizing the militia cf the State ; 
and it almost amounts to an impossibility to fully organize the 
militia under the provisions of the same, 

The amount of bounty and donation land claims which have 
not been applied for, is very considerable ; and consists chiefly 
of claims of the smaller denominations (240 and 320 acres.) ‘' The 
law in relation to pay and bonnty lands of the late regiment of 
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i regular infantry, required that warrants should be-issued “only 
a to original, holders or (soldiers) their. heirs or.legatees."  Compa- 
po ratively speaking, very few have been issued of this class of claims; 

| because of the-fact, that a large number of these discharges have 
been transferred, and applied for; but owing to the requirements 
of ihe law, certificates for land eould not be issued. I would 
most respectfully call your attention to the report of Col. Wm. 
G. Cooke, on this subject. 

The receipts of this office for office fees, since the 21st of 
March, 1848, have amounted to one hundred and forty-three dol- 
lars fifty-three cents for land-certificates and certified copies of 
papers on file in this office. 

I would most respectfully call your Excellency’s attention to 
the subject of the military buttons, now deposited in this office, 
purchased under the Republic of Texas. They would bring 
sonfe revenue in to the State, if they were ordered to be sold. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your ob't serv’t, 
JNO. D. PITTS, 
Adjt General. 
His Excellency Geonaz T. Woop, 
Governor of Texas. 


NO. 1. 

Showing the number of Bounty Land Warrants issued, with 
the total amount of acres, during the Government of the 
Republic, and also under the State Government, up to the 
lst of November, 1849. 


NUMBER OF | DENOMINATION acres, | TOTAL AMT. OF EACH 
CLAIMS. OF CLAIMS. ` CLAIM. 

6 claims of l 160 equal to 960 

29 « 240 « 6,960 

2,210 « 320 « 739,200 

166 e 480 « 89,680 

1,027 st 640 «  "^-* 657,250 

50 “ 800 e 40,000 

284. & | 960 Al« 212,640 

8 d 1,120 « 8,960 

1,351 t 1,280 t 1,729,280 

226° ít 1,920 a 433,900 


_ BAST ! 3,968,860 


5 


658 
Bounty Lands issued under Colonel Wm. G. Cooke's term ef. 


service in this office, in the years 1846 aad 1847. 


NUMBER OF DENOMINATION OF TOTAL AMOUNT OF ACRES . 
CLAIMS, CLAIMS-— ACRES. OF EACH DENOMINATION. 


26 claims of 240 equal to 6,240 
59> « 320 c 18,880 
Al i 640 Vs: 26,240 
11 i 960 a E 10,560 
24 a 1,280 7 - 30,720 
13 a 1,920 24, 960 


Total amount issued in 1846, 117,600 


© RA e 240 at 5,760 
. 66 d 320 iL 21420 
36 “ 640 i 23,040 
5 6 960 « 4,800 
27 t 1,280 as 34,560 
14 1,920 e . 26,880 _ 
346 Total amount issued in 1847, 116,160 
/ 


Bounty Lands issued from lst December, 1847, until the 21st 


March, 1848, by Col. Charles L. Mann, Acting Adjutant- 
General. 
NUMBER OF | DENOMINATION OF | TOTAL AMOUNT OF ACRES 


CLAIMS. CLAIMS—ACRES. | OF EACH DENOMINATION. 
4-  cloimsof 240 — equal to 960 
13 K 320 € 4,160 
7 « 640 « ` 4480 
1 j .. 9060 i . . 960 
4 « —. 15980 T | 75120 
(2 « - 1,920 a ... 8,840 
3l 


" zn i l Total rer i od 
, , i 


x 


| i l 59 - 
Bountg Lands issued. from 21st March, 1848, until ist Janu- 


ary, 1849. 
XUMBER OF | DENOMINATION OF | TOTAL ANTT. OF ACRES or 
CLAIMS. CLAIMS— ACRES. | EACH DENOMINATION. 
7 claims of- 240 equal to 1,680 
25 « 290 e 11,200 
11 « 640 te ; 7,040 
2 . 8 960 & 1,920 
4 ý 1,280 “ 5,120 
3 i 1,920 s 5,750 
62 Total amount issued, 32,720 


meee ene 


. Bounty Lands issued from Ist January, 1849, until the 1st 
November, 1849. 


NUMBER OF | DENOMINATION OF TOTAL AMT. OF ACRES OF 


CLAIMS. CLAIMS—ACRES. EACH DENOMINATION. 
7 claims of 240 equal to 1,630 
29 s 320 - « 9,280 
10 «4 640 u 6,400 
- 2 ‘í 960 ' ii 1,920 
5 " 1,280 e 6,400 
3 t 1,920 s 5,760 


Total amount issued, 31,440 


MP amen 9 t 


Duplicate Bounty Lands issued under Col. Cooke, -, 64 000 


Duplicates issued from 1st December, 1847, until ` 
ist November; 1849, 30,000 


E Acres, 94,880 ° 


Certificate, for 1,608 acres, issued to James P. Wallace, 
by special act of the Legislature, approved March 
15th, 1848, 1,698 
Certificate, for 2, 200 neres, issued io R. M. Williamson, 
by special act of the Legislature, approved March i 
15th, 1848, - 2,200 
Certificate, for 960 acres, issued, to E. D. Holland, by 
- special act of the Legislature, approved Jan’y 26th, 


:1848, 960 
Certificate, for 1,650 acres, issued to Allen Killough, by 
act of the Legis ature, approved March 20, 1848, 1,659 


* 6, 427 


60, 


~ RECAPITULATION. 


Issued-ùnder the Repnblie; — : 31968,86p 
* by Col. Wn. G. Cooke, 233,760 
s * C.L.Mann, ^ . 193520 
From 21st March, 1848, until 1st Nov., 1849, 64,160 
` 4,286,300 
Add by special acts of the Legislature, 6,427 
l 4,292,727 
-From which deduct duplicates, 94,8£0 
Total amount issued against the Government 4,197,347 


Showing the number of Donation Land Warrants issued, with 
‘the total amount of acres, and for what service, durin the 
Government of ihe Republic, and also under the State Gio- 


vernment, up to lst November, 1849. 


NUMBER OF | BATTLES—SERVICES | orgs. | TOTAL AMT, OF 

^ — CLAIMS. PERFORMED IN. EACH DENOM'N. 
607 San Jacinto. 640 equal to 388.480 

223 Bexar, 640 d 142,720 

155 Goliad, 640 i 99,200 

25 Coleto, 640 s 16,000 

61 Harrisburg, 640 ^ « 39,040 

60 Alamo, 640 ` S 38,400 

1,131 723,840 


Donation Lands issued under Col.-Wm G. Cooke's term of 
service in this office, in the years 1846 and 1847. — 


NUMBER OF | BATTLES——SERVICES ACRES. TOTAL AMT ‘or 
CLAIMS, PERFORMED IN. *| EACH DENOM'N. 
17 San Jacinto, 640 equalto 10,880 

11 Coleto, 640 7 7,040 

6 Harrisburg, 640 7 3,840 

16 Storming of Bexar, 640 "E 10,240 

3 Alamo, 640 d 1,920 

53 Total amount issued in 1846, 33,920 

10 Coleto, 640 a 6,400 

2 .. Harrisburg, 640 " 1,280 

10- Storming of Bexar, + 640 id 6,400 

3 Alamo, 640 « 1,920 

16 Sau Jacinto, - 640 *" — 10240 

— —Àlá na 

4i - Total amount issued in 1847, 25,240 


+ ^ 


E 
Donatign Lands issued as 1st December, 1847, until the 91st 
. Marth, 1848 by Col. C. L. Mann, Acting Adjutant Gen. 
4 San Jazinto, 640 ** 2560 
r Alamo, 640 - « 640 
Total amount, 3,200 


5 
Donation Lou issued from the 21st March, 1848, until Isé 
January, 1849. 


13 `. San Jacinto, 640 i 8,320 
6 Storming of Bexar, 640 - í 3,840 7 
4 Harrisburg, 640- a. 2,56 
1 Goliad, 640 “660 
24 | Total amount,. 15,3360 


Donation Land issued from 1st January, 1849, until the 1st . 
November, 1849. 


NUMBER OF | BATTLES—SERVICES | |... | TOTAL am’: or 
CLAIMS. = | PERFORMED IN. EACH. DENOM’N. 
97 San Jacinto, 640 equal to, ,5,760 
7 Storming of Bexar, , 640 e 4,480 
2 Harrisburg, = s. 640 "o 1,280 - 
9 Goliad, - 640 *«. 560 
2 Coleto, 640 í | 1,280 
29 Total emona, 18,560 
REO APITULATION. 
Total ‘amount, issued under the Republic, > 723,540 
b i 4' by Col. Cooke, 60,160 
i i s ge Mann, i 3,200 
s dá ' * from the 21st March, 1848, 
to No ember 1st, 1849, : gue 


a 


821,120 

' From which deduct 26, 880 acres, the warrants fer which” 

havé been lost atid are cancelled— duplicates having 

. beenissired for the same, in accordance with an act 

approved February 5th, 1840. : 

Duplicate. "Land Warrants issued by Col-Cooke,  '  ..9,600 
Duplicate Land Warrants issued by Cal. C. L. Mann, ` - ` 1,920 
4 from the 2st March, until Ast Nov, 1849, ~ : 45, 360 


Amount of. dina ices against the:Govérnment, li 794, 240 
ADISTANT-GENBRAP’s OFFICE, ^^  JNO. bé PEETS, 
Atsrin, Novémber 1st, 1849. $7 djt Gener ‘al. 


f 
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^ NO. 2, 


Y 
t 


- 
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Statement of the number of Volunteers from: ihe State of Texas, called into Service of the United 
States since the 1st day of December, 1847, until lst day of November, 1849. 


NAMES OF OFFICERS COM! DING 
REGIMENTS, 
Col. John C. Hays, 
until July 10, 1848: 


Col, P. Hansbrough Bell, 
‘from July 11, 1848. 


x 
$ 


| 


NAMES OF OFFICERS COM DING 
COMPANIES. . 

William Fitzhugh, 

John H. Conner, 

Sam. Highsmith, 

James 8. "Gillet, 


? 


WHEN CALLED 
INTO SERRYICE. 


Feb. 2, 1818, 

May 5, ct 
15, te 

June 16, 1848, 


| 


TERM OF 
SERVICE. 


19 m'ths, 
t£ 


| 


AGGT'E OFFICERS 
NON-COM, & MEN 


| 


REMARKS, 
Mounted Volunteers. 


91 SiaPned El n Fork, Trinity. 
97 


94 
95 


Total 377 


Continued in Service by his Excellency, the Governor: 


Jacob Roberts, 
H. E. MeCulloch, 
J. S. Sutton, 

B. F. Hill, 

& P. Ross, 


Oct. 20, 1848, 
25, 
u OF a 
"P y, 


Nov. 19, 1848, 


ur ria 


12 m'ths, 
k 


Total, 364 


[14 


Conners Station. 
s Enchanted Roek. 
«  Gamp Arbuékle. ` 


e Rio Blanco. 
*  Hamilton’s Valley - 
* — Near Corpus Chr . 
s“ Medina. 
* — Bosque Station. 


Called into Service by id Excellency, the Governor, for the Protection of the South Western Frontier. 


James M. Blackwell, 
Isaac W. Johnson, . 


June 10, 1849, 


Juy7, “ 


3 
6 


tc 
tt 


dH 
50 


161 


a 
u 


Near Corpus Chr. 
` 8. Antonio river. 


C hd 


Called-into service by his Excellency y, the S bya (Rapin of Brevet Major-General Brooke, 
under the authority y of the Pr esident of the United States. 


> 
AESI E T EA ESIE CC VEAIS a E TET EO 


John S. Ford, : Aug. be 1849, 6 mo'ths, : 77 
: John J. Grumbles, l u YT 
7 i "o. Jerome B. McCown, Sept, M! Ld E 77 
i ; 93r : 
\ i > A 
. > "- ; 
e RECAPITULATION. 
PA Under the Secretary of War, . 4 377 
Continued in service by his Excellency, Gov. Wood, 394 
Nu: Under the order, , 161 
l Under the requisition of Brevet Major-G “General ‘Brooke, 231 
Total; 1,163 
4 JNO. D. PITTS, 


_* ÁDIVTANT GENERALS OFFICE, ECIAM Adji General. 
, Austin, November Ist, 1849. | 
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No. 3. 
Taste showing the number of Mounted Volunteer Rangers 
discharged, and at what time in 1848, and in 1849, in ac- . 
cordance with the Discharge Rolls furnished this office. 


NAMES. DATE OF DIS; | AGGRE- 

FIELD AND STAFF OFFICERS. CHARGE. GATE. 
Col. P. Hansbrough Bell, - Feb'y 15, 1849, 1 
Lieut. Col. Middleton T. Johnson, à M" i 
Major James 8. Gillet, y a 1 
Adjutant James M. W. Hall, ` n E S a 1 
Sergeant-Major Charles A. Harrison, — " S: 1 
5 

NAMES OF CAPTAINS COMMANDING 
COMPANIES, . 

William Fitzhugh, |. Feb'y 1, 1848. 92 
John A. Veatch, Sept. 20, “ 94 
„Mirabeau B. Lamar, f dy E L6 89 
William G. Crump, E EV EL 92 
John S. Sutton, n Oct. 6, n 91 
Henry E. McCulloch, (oc ug s 95 
Shapley P. Ross, E CE 91 
Harman Warfield, Dec. 16, “ . 90 
Samuel Highsmith, B a, 96 
John H. Conner, a 4 93 
William Fitzhugh, ' Feb’y 2, 1519, 90 
Jacob Roberts, Dee, 17, 1848, 79 
John’ S. Sutton, ILE LE 79 
Ben. F. Hill, y — uo ue e uM 70 


Total, 1,255 


JNO. D. PITTS, 
Adj General. 
ApjU'TANT-GENERAL's OFFCE, 
Ausrin, November Ist, 1849. 


H 
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No. 4. 


"TABLE, Showing the number of Commissions issued from this 
Office since the 1st day of December, 1847; until the first of 
November, 1849, with their several Ranks in the Militia; 


also the number of Commissions issued to the. Mounted Vo- 
lunteer Rangers. . 


w 


Number of Commissions issued by Col. Mann, Acting Adjutant 
General, from the 1st Dec., 1847, until 21st March, 1848. 


MAJ, GEN. | COL. | LT. cor. | Mas. | CAPT. | 1sT LT. | 2p xr. 


2 4 3 9 8 8 
Hecapitulation. è j 
Colonels, 2 . Captains, 9 
Lieut:- Colonels, 4 1st Lieutenants, 8 
Majors, 3 2d Lieutenants, 8 - 
9 25 
9 
l Total, 34 


* 


Number of Commissions issued from 91st Mareh, 1848, until 
November 1st, 1849. J 


toc 
MAJ. GEN. | cor. | LT. cor. | was. | cart. | isr LT. | 2n LT 
2 2. 2 1 30 - 28 30 


Cavalry officers, 2 2 3 
ee. A Recapitulation. _ CAVALRY. . 
Majer-Generals, 2 Captains, 30 Captains, 2 
Colonels, 2 Ist Lieut's, . 28 ` Ist Lieut's, -2 
Lieut. Colonels, 2- 2d Lieut’s, 30 2d Lieuts, 3 
Major, 1 l — — 
. 7 > 3 7 : 
— . 95 
95 i ENS 
. M8 
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Commissions issued to Mounted Volunteer Rangers. 
cou. | rr. con. | max. | ADPT. | capt’s. | Ist prs. | 2p rra. 
i 2 2 i 


pened a Recapitulation. F 
Colonel, 1 Captains, - 12 
Lieut. Colonel, 1 Ist Lieutenants, 12 
Major, (d 2d Lieutenants, 17 
Adjutant, œ 1. — 
— Al 
4 > —45 
Under Colonet Mann, : . , = lu . 34 
From 21st March, 1848, : " E i . 102. 


to the 1st November, 1849, " B i : " 45 


l "TL 2 'Fotal, ISt . 
ÅDJUTANT-QENERAĻ S OFFICE, ? JNO. D. PITTS, 
Austin, November tst, 1849. Ad?t General. 


x 


PENITENTIARY REPORT. 


To his Excellency, the Governor of the State of Texas - 

The undersigned, Directors of the State Penitentiary, in pur- 
suance of the requirements of the act approved 13th March, 1848, 
establishing that institution, respectfully report, that they held 
their first meeting on the 5th day of August, 1848, and, after or- 
ganizing and providing stationery, proceeded to have the lot 
cleared off, and a well dug and walled up. The plan which 
they then adopted was submitted to you, and by you approved. 
The plan of the institution, with the alterations since made, 
with your approbation, is hereto anmexed. The wall, when 
completed, will be three hundred feet square; and will probably 
be large enough to answer the purpose of the law ieee it, 
for many years. It is proposed to niaké the outer wall three feet 


thick, and fifteen feet high. Thhres prisons axe proposed : Ba thé 


east prison, containing-eighty-six cells for congicts, and two dark 
cells or dungeons, for the punishment of the-refractory : C., the 
west prison, containing thirty-six cells; and intended, if necessary, 
for female convicts: D.,the south prison, one hundred and forty- 
four cells-—making, i& all, two hundred and sixty-six cells and 
twé dungeons, Each male cell is five feet wide, seven feet long, 


3.4 


6r 


and eight feet high. The cells for females are a foot more in 
width, butin other respects, of the same size. The dungeons 
are each as large as two male cells. Each of the prisons is eight 
feet from the inside of the outer wall, and 1$ surrounded by a 
wall the same distanee from t. E 

The centre building, A., is sixty by, forty-three feet; is two 
stories high, and includes six rooms in front and four back. ‘The 
front rooms are designed for the Superigtendant's dwelling and 
office; the backrooms, for hospital, storehouse, é&c., A passage 
at P. opens into the centre building outside the. main enclosure. 
The main entrance (E) into the penitentiary opens into an en- 
closure thirty-feet wide and forty-three long: an open iron 1ail- 
ing will separate this space from the yard. It will have an outer 
aud inner gate, one of which will always be kept closed. Smali 
rooms on the east side of this enclosure, and also over head, are 
designed for the guard and officers of the institution. ` — 

The workshops will be located along the east and south sides: 
of the outer wall—those fer females south of and adjoining their 
prison; Itis designed to construct reservoirs at the points marked 
R, in the plan. The cook-house and pantry are placed in the 
north-east corner of the yard. 

The almost constant rains that have fallen during the last year, 
have greatly retarded the progress of the work; yet, by the per- 
severing exertions of our excellent superintendant, the cells 
marked B, are finished, with the exception of floors and locks.— 
The ontside wall surrounding the prison, B, has been commenced 
and carried up some two or three feet above the surface of the 
ground, “a l 

The walls of the cells are two feet thiek, of hard brick—all the 
materials are excellent; the work is well done, and will probably 
last as long as it will be needed. The lower tier of cells is sur- 
rounded by an iron grate of two inch iron bars, five inches apart, 
and wrought into the inside of the brick walls so as to be invisi- 
ble, and to render an eseape, even without a guard, impossible. 

For those cells that have been erected, iron doors of open lattice 
work have been made and hung. We have been greatly indebted 
to Mr. Buys, the ingenious blacksmith employed by the Board, 
for the neatness and strength displayed in these doors ang their 
hangings. E 
It was the intention of the Board, at first, to lay thé foundation 
of the building of stone; brit when we came to make an estimate 
of the éxpetise óf such à fondation, and the nieans üppropitated, 
arid héard thé! opinións of those who had! been nilueh ca I ‘in 


boilding ih the souel;. we détermined to bythe fotindatiotr of WARE 
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bricks. So far as we have gone, we have pursued this: course— 
laying the foundation very deep, and double the thickness of the 
wall. 

In starting this the first work of any importance in this State, 
we found many difficulties growing out of the want of a market 
for the purchase of materials. In the first place, it was doubted 
by some whether good bricks could be made, in this eountry.— 
This doubt was favorably settled by the exertions of the brick- 
makers, who have succeeded in manufacturing as good bricks as 
can be found in the Sonthern States. a 

Lime was another item of great importance. ,We have used 
the northern lime—the lime from Springfield in Limestone coun- 
ty, and from Williamson county. The last-named lime has the 
finest appearance, but has not the same cementing qualities pos- 
sessed by the northern lime. The Springfield lime is good, but 
has between twelve to twenty per ceutum of sand mixed with it. 

Another inconvenience arose from the difficulty of procuring 
laborers. The penal code having gone into operation on the Ist 
day of January last, the Board believed it a matter of the first im- 
portanee to erect, as soon as possible, suitable cells for the recep- 
tion of convicts under that act. Such laborers as were procured 
had to be paid according to the fluctuating demand for them else- 
where. The act under which we were appointed, required that 
we should employ them; so that if an occasion offered for hiring 
a laborer, by the time we could have a meeting, the chance was 
gone... 

Another inconvenience arose from the fact, that when the 
work was done, we could only pay in drafts to be cashed at Austin. 

All these hindrances can be avoided ; and as a remedy in part, 
we would suggest that the law be so amended as to authorize the 
appointment or election of an agent, whose duty it shall be to 


make ail the purchases and sales for the penitentiary, and to hire | 


such common laborers as may be needed —in other words, let him 
attend to all the business of the penitentiary to be transacted with 
"those without. Let the Superintendant attend to the manage- 
ment and discipline of the prison. Let him, also, enter into 
suitable bonds, and receive and pay out all the moneys due the 
institution, either from the State or individuals. This is the 
system adopted by most of the States, in regard to their comman 
prisons, and has been found to work well. 

Should the Legislature think proper to adopt this course, we 
would recommend that they apply the amount allowed the Di- 
rectors to the pay of the agent, with such additional sum as 
would secure the services of a man of integrity and business 
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habits. The compensation now allowed the Directors is no in- 
ducement to them to render the services; and they would gladly 
remit it, to get clear of those functions which.eould be much bet- 
ter performed by one than three. . ‘ : 

. Under the system proposed, the Superintendant and Agent will 
be a mutual check upon each other; and those to whom money: 
is due for labor or materials, will always find it ready:at the place, 
and will consequently work cheaper. ` ; 

With the start that is made, and the large stock of materials 
and experience gathered during the past -year, it is expected that 
an appropriation of the same amount with that made last year, 
will be sufficient to answer the wants.of the penitentiary. It is, 
of course, desirable that the wall should be completed, so that the 
convicts could bë secure without the ball and chain; but to do 
this during the coming year, would require an appropriation of 
fifty thousand dollars. Presuming that the finances of the State 
would not justify sach an expenditure within that time, we would 
ask enough to complete the east prison, and to put up and com- 
plete the centre building. 

We have already incurred some expense in erecting temporary 
blacksmiths and carpenters shops, and a guard house: a store 
house, kitchen, and hospital, are indispensable; and when built, 
should be well built. ‘he Superintendant should also have a 
house for himself-and family. During the past year, we have 
used a small house (which we rented) as an office, and a resi- 
dence for the Superintendant. 

From a considerable portion of the land purchased by the 
Commissioners for the use of the penitentiary, the timber has 
been taken. As it will be of no use ta the Srate for any other 
purpose, we recommend that you authorize us to sell such of j 
as is stripped of the timber; or what would, perhaps, answer a 
more valuable purpose, authorize us to exchange it for other 
timbered lands. Notwithstanding the timber is taken from it, its 
proximity to town will always make it bring as much or more 
than it cost. 

. We submit to you, with this report, a copy of the rules estab- 
lished, for the government and discipline of the penitentiary. ' 

We would also suggest that a law be passed, prohibiting per- 
sons, not employed about the penitentiary, from intruding on the 
workmen and convicts. Until the ground is enclosed by a wall, 
it wili be impossible, without some such legal prohibition, to en- 
force the rules of order, industry, and security, so indispensable 
In such an institution. 

The expenditures for the use of the penitentiary, from the or- 


- 
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ganization of the Board to the thirteenth day of September, 1849, 
are eighteen thonsand six hundred and sixteen dollars and six 
cents. We have presented the details of these expenditures in ` 
two statements, numbered 1 and 2, annexed to this report. The 
first is a statement of drafts, or certificates, issued by the Super- 
intendant, with our approval. The second exhibits the objects 
for which these drafts were issued, with a recapitulation. We 
have also annexed hereto a third statement, showing the property, 
materials and tools on hand, and belonging to the penitentiary, on 
the 30th day of September, 1849. i 

We annex, also, to this report, thé estimate of the Superintend- 
ant, made upon the suggestions contained in this report. 

As yet, we have received« no conviets. It is supposed, how- 
ever, that during this fall and the next spring, several will be re- 
ceived and committed. The estimate for ordinary expense is 
subject fo so many contingencies, that little dependence can be 
placed on it. It will, of course, depend greatly upon the number 
of convicts received. 

The Board have, as yet, appointed no under officers, except an 
assistant to the Superintendant. It became necessary to make 
this appointment, in order to a correct receipt of materials, a cor- 
rect execution of the work, and a correct statement of accounts. 
The Board allowed him for his services, thirty-three and one- 
third dollars per month. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. YOAKUM, 
J. M. MAXCY, . 
T. G. BIRDWELL.. 
Huntsville, Texas, October 1, 1849. 


No. OF, 
DRAFT, 


DATE OF ISSUE. | 
1, Oct. 2, 1948, 
s 6b 7 « 


« 


2 
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I. STATEMENT 


. Of Drafts issued by Superintendent and Directors of the Texas Penitentiary, from the organiza- 
tion of the Board to 30th September, 1849; inclusive. 


TO WHOM ISSUED. 


J. Braneh & A, G. Leas, 
Glover W. Banton, 

F. Hatch, 

Wm. D. Lehr, 

Rice and Nichols, 

John McCreary, 

A. A. Moore, ` 

John Randolph; 

M. €. Rogers, 

John C. Smoot, 

Raleigh Rogers, 

Alfred S. Brigance, 

A. D. Kenard, i 
J. Branch & A. J, Leas, 
John A. Fox, 

Fuller & Jones, ,  . 
J.C. & S. R. Smith, 

T. &. S. Gibbs, 

A. H. Cook, 

john Branch, 


i : 
FOR WHAT PURPOSE: 


Blacksmith Shop, 

Digging and walling Well, 
Printing blanks and advertizing, 
Clearing off Penitentiary Cite, 
Books and Stationery, 

Salary Ast. Superintendent; 
Office Furniture, 

Oak Sawed Lumber; 

Salary, as Director; 

Freight from Houston, 

Office Rent, 

Freight from Houston, 
Freight from Houston, . 
Bridge on Lost Creek, &c. 
Blacksmith Werk, | 
Chairs, &c., 

Goods, 

Merchandize, 


abor, 
Hire of Negroes, 


~~ We el M wiee y my Werte e he gé 


we 
4a 


AMOUNT. 
#120 00 


[14 


« 


"C 
ce 


& 


20, Dec. 12, 1848, 
¢ 


March i 10, 1849, 


Xp oc 


[14 


Albert G. Leas, 

John Q. Ransom, 
William A. Leigh, 

A. H. Cook, Supt, 
James M -Maxey,* 

‘A. H. Cook, 

James T.. Patison, 
M. C. Rogers, Ast. Supt., 
Robert D. Harris, 
Rice & Nichols, 
Stephen Johnson, 

B. S. Wilson, 

M. C. Rogers, Ast. Supt., 
Raleigh Rogers, 
James Gillespie, 
Philip.Yoas, 

E. H. AN en, i 
T. & S. Gibbs, 
Alexander McDonald, 
J. W. D. Creath,, 
George W. Buys, 
Rice & Nichols, 
William M. Barrett, 
John C. Ransom, 
Sydnor & Bone, 
William Viser, 
Thomas Routt, - 


25 62 


Hire of Negroes, 

« ' & PAR 00 

« 44 2] 60 
Salary, 250 00 
* in part, 15 00 
Freights m om Houston, &c., 91 10 
49 66 
Expenses to ‘Springfield, postage, &c., 19 30. 
Hewn Pine Lumber, 278 70 
Merchandize, 1,347 73 
_ Carpenter’s Work, 66 00 
Tron, &c., 23 72 
Salary, AA 44 
Office Rent, 12 00 
Brick, — 1,521 83 
Stone Cills and Lintals, 65 75 
Brick Masonry, 8 00, 
Iron, &ec., 23 22 
a Vise, 13 25 
Plank Drum for Well, 2 50 
Blacksmith Work, 120 00 
Tools,  - 35 38 
Master Carpenter, in 2 Nos. 44 & 45, 234 00 
Hire of Negro, 20 80 
Lime, &c. 265 69 
Sawed P. Ltmber, in 2 Nos. 48449, 671.58 
Brick Masonry, 18 00 


cA 


Rufus K. Gordon, 


351, March 10, 1849, 
52. é$ [14 [41 


Charles O. Johnson, 
Sam! A. Jones, 

A. H. Cook, Supt., 

James Gillespie, 

T. G. Birdwell, Director, 
Close and Adams, 

M. C. Rogers, Ast. Supt., 4 
Joseph W. Green, 


James T. Christmas, 


Stephen Johnson, 
James Morris 
James M. Maxcy, 


John Randolph, 
Hatch & Oxbury, 
Sawl A. Jones, 
Charles O. Johnson; 


Geosge W. Grant, 


Brick Masonry, 
à « “atid hire of Negroes, 
Iron,and Shingles, 
Brick Masonry, 
& « 


Y 


[14 ér 


Expenses to Galveston and back, 
Brick Masonry, 
Salary, 
Balls and Chains,’ 
Salary, 
Freight from Cincinnati, 
Freight and Iron, 
F'reight from Cincinnati, 

[14 ¢¢ 


Labor as Carpenter, 
Scaffold Poles, . 
Salary as D: and expense to Galv., 
Freight from Cincinnati, 
Sawed P. Lumber, in Nos. 70, 71, 72, 
Printing 400 copies By-Laws, 
Brick Masonry, 
« 


Freight to Steamer Reliance, 
Brick, 
Joal Wood, 

Labor, 


SÀ 


* 


G. W. & W. L. Rogers, 
William Phipps, 

Geo. W. Walker, 
Samuel A. Jones, 
James Gillespje, 

J. P. Harrall, Capt., 
John E, Chism, 
Sanrl Hill, 

James Morris, 

‘John Gray, 

James T. Christmas, 
Joshua Brooks, 

' E. H. Allen, 
Alexander Galloway, 


M. C. Rogers, Ast. Supt., 


Sasser & Wisdom, 
William M. Barrett, 
James King, 
David Conner, 
John Stamps, , 
George W. Buys, 
Raleigh Rogers, 
William A. Leigh, 
J. Carroll Smith, 
John Branch, . 
Albert G. Teas, 
Stephen Johnson, 


Merchandize, 


« 


Brick Masonry, 
[44 Ke 


& 
Freight, to Steamer Galveston, 
Lime, 
Freight from Cineinnati, 
t (t 


& 7 « 

[14 (44 
Coal Wood, 
Brick Masonry, 


Freight from Cincinnati, 


Salary, 


Freight from C. & Sawed Lumber, 
Mas. Carpenter, in Nos. 96 & 97; 
Freight from Cincinnati, , 

Brick; Nos: 99, 100, & 101, 


Brick, 

Master Blacksmith, 

Office Rent, 

Negro hire, 
‘ & 
(44 


ét 


Carpenter Work, ' 


an BL 


, June 5,1849, 


? 
rT 


' Charles O. Johnson, 


A. H. Cook, Supt. 
A. H. Cook, 
A. H. Cook, 


Abednego Adams, 

James M. Warren, 

Francis L. Cabinis, 
ü 


John Randolph, 

M. C. Rogers, Ast. Supt. 
Charles O. Johnson, 
Abednego Adams, 
James M. Warren, 

E. H. Allen, 

Albert G. 'T'eas, 

Mrs. Lea, 

M. C. Rogers, Ast. Supt. 
Abednego Adams, 
Charles O, Johnson, 

E. H. Allen, 

James M. Warren, 

John H. Jergin, 


. T. & S. Gibbs, 


G. W. &. W. L. Rogers, 
J. C^&, S. R. Smith, 
Sydnor & Bone, 


Brick Masonry, « 
Salary, 
Bill of Labor & payments made, 
Draft to close his Acct., but not 
presented at the Trey, 
Brick Masonry, 
« 


Striker to Blacksmith, 
€, 


Sawed Lumber, 

Salary, &c. 

Brick Masonry, 
eu 

‘ T 

Negro Hire, 

Negro Hire, 

Salay, 

Brick Masonry, 

Brick Masonry, 

Brick Masonry, 

Brick Masonry, 

Striker to Blacksmith, 

Tron, &c. > 

Scaffold Rope, &c. 

Negro Hire, Tron, &e. ` 

Drayage & Wharfage at Galv. 


9 


Thomas G. Birdwell, 
Navid Conner, 
George W. Buys, 
John Stamps, 

David Connor, 
Gabriel 8. Springfield, 
George W. Walker, 
David Conner, 
David Conner, 

B. S. Wilson, 

E. H. Allen, ' 
Charles O. Johnson, 
Abednego Adams, 
James, M. Warren, 


M.C. Rogers, Asst. Supt. 


Stephen Johnson, 
John E. Chism, 
Daniel M. Baker, 

J. M. Alexander, 
Nathan S. Tabor, 
Albert G. Teas, 
Barrett & Simons, 
Rice & Nichols, 
Raleigh Rogers, 
William M. Barrett, 
A. H- Cook, Supt. 
A. El. Cook, 


* 


a 


Salary as Director, 

Brick, 

Master Blacksmith, 

Brick, in Nos, 139 & 140, 
Brick, 

Lime, 

Lime, 

Brick, 

Brick, 

lron, &e. 
Brick Masonry, 
3rick Masonry, 
Brick Masonry, 
Brick Masonry, 


Salary, 
Carpenter Work, 
La ma, 

Lime, : 


Negro Hire, : 

Freight from Houston, 
Negro Hire, : 
Painting, Glazing, &c. 
Roofing Tin, 
Office Rent, 

Master Carpenter, 
Salary, 


Negro Hire, Wagonig Team, &c. 


H 


94 


164, Sept. 29,1849, J. Carroll Smith, | Negro Hire, es 16 00 


165, 25, David Conner, . Brick; in Nos. 165 & 166—each 
$200 ; and 170, $142 21, 542 21 
167, ce John Stamps, Brick; in No. 167, $68 03; No. 
, : 168, $103 19; No. 169, $266 57, 437 79 
| 171, 29, M. C. Rogers, Ast. Supt, — Salaly, 15 55 
Sydnor & Bone, Lime—19th May, 1849 ; paid for 


in a Draft on New Orleans; 
drawn from the 'T'reasu»y, by re- 

dup e 
quisition 31st March last, for 


| that purpose, 400 00 
172 Sept. 29, James M. Maxcy, Direct’r, Salary; 27 00 
173, M Thomas G, Birdwell, * ^ Salary, 6 00 

—— ~ 
| Amount, $18,616 06 ~ 
A H UNTSVILLE, TEXAS, October 1st, 1849. 

I, Abner H. Cook, Superintendent and Clerk of the Texas Penitentiary, do certify that the fore- 
going statement of Drafts drawn upon the Comptroiler of the State of Texas, tor the use of the Peniten- 
tiary, is correct, ; 

A. H. COOK, Supt. . 

APPROVED: 

H. YOAKUM, | 
4 J. M. MAXCY, Directors. 
T. G. BIRDWELL, 
« , 


IL. STATEMENT 


A the Objects of expenditure and Payments made’ far the use of the Texas Penitentiary, from the 
Organization of the Board of Directors up to the 30th day of September, A. D. 1849. 


NO OF 
` PRAFT. 


! 
DATE OF ISSUE, | 


1— Brick. - 


TO WHOM ISSUED. 


86 Jawy 30,1849, James Gillespie, 


77 = Apnl30, «| 


102 June 4, * 
139 Aug. 10, “ 
167 Sept. 25, * 


99 June 4, 1849, 


137  Aug.10, “ 
141 “cs it 
144 u u 


« « 


E 
` 165,0,70 Sept, 25, “ 


John Stamps, $268 50 

l 288 12 

d ^ 1,289 72 

7,443— $68.03 ; 11,289, 4 

$103. 19; 29 166, $266. 57 \ 437 79 
| Stamps; 

David Conner $407 18 

k 72 80 

k : 450 00 

M 400 00 

M 84. 02 

g« 542 21 
Conner, 


. Brieks, total number, 


AMOUNT. TOTAL, 


240,283 
29,376 
31,518 

141,108 


47,998 


, 250,000 


979,461 
769,744 ` 


1956 21 


$1,531 83 
2.284 13 
¥ 
5,772 17 


Dec. 26, 1848, 
nn 10, 749, 


May 79, ““ 

t « 

25, 1 " (34 
his: 18, B 
May 30, “* 
Sept. 6, # 
Aug,. 1, E 


Aug.18,  * 


3 


Rice & Nichols, 
Sydnor & Bone, 
+ g 


William Phipps, 
Geo. W. Walker, 


John E. Chism, 
«4 


Gabriel S. Springfield, 
Daniel M. Baker, 


' Barrels, total, 


t 


BBLS. 
66 
155 $2145 
200 '. 4000 
35 
35$ 159 00 
9g — 38 67 
26 108 00 
86 844 00 
2 
10 
20 


198 60 
614 57 

78 75 
197 67 


A52 00 


bi 


Sere 


5 00. 
40 007 
80 00° 


1,665 99 


Li 


28 


28 


t 

30, € 
March 10, « 
April 4, « 
Aug.21, « 


Feby 6, « 
July 31, “ 


March 10, “ 


July 31, “ 


Jan. 26, €" 


Jan. 26, * 


Robert Smither, 
B. S. Wilson, 
[44 


T. &. S. Gibbs, 
e 


* 


Sydnor & Bone, 
J. C. & S. R. Smith, 


4 Sheet Iron. 


Rice & Nichols, 


Rice & Nichols, 


$93 72 
32 17 
4 00 
10 36 
18 72 
28 99 


5— Nails. 


3— Bar Iron, LBS. 
Jan. 26, 1849, Rice & Nichols, ' 
3 


LBS. 


15,132 $832 26 
96 «A 


8512 


680 


775 
5254 


e ennscnaennmdd 


17,9904 


1,741 


08 


70 25 


AT 71 


A2 62 
42 04 


$1,038 96 o 


108 81 


60 50 


28 


40 


47 
43 


17 


Jan. 26, 1849, 


Feby 6, “ 


March 1, “ 
Feb’y 13, “ 


“Nov. 9, 1848, 


6— Tools. 
" 


"Rice & Nichols—1 34 In. Bellows, 95, 50; 


1 Anville; 175 lbs, 144 $52 63 
1 Screw Plate, 6. 50; 3 Hammers, is Ibs. 14 9 02 
-I Vise, 43 Ibs., 144 6 3k 
Alexander McDonald, 1 Vise, 53 lbs; 25 13 25 
Sydnor & Bone, 1 Cross-cut Saw, 4 00. 
Rice & Nichols, 2 Double Iron Planes, 
Smooth, Jack, and Fore, ' $7 50 
8 Augers, 2 46 
7 Chizles, 4. 90; 7 C. S. Gouges, 2.85,  $ 25 
i Set G. S. Chizles, 2.50; 1 Tron : 
Brace, (30 bitts) 6.50, 9 00 
1 doz. Nail Gimbles, 50; 1 doz Spike 
Gimbles, 1.00, I 50 
E doz. Tennon Saws, $151, 1 13 28 84 
T &. S. Gibbs, 1 Spade, T. 00; 4 Long D ; 
Handle Shovels, I 00; 5 00.. em 


2 Hoes, 60 & 75, ' 1 35 6 35 


anen minme ament 


120 40 


le. 


7.—— Lumber. FEET. 
Oct. 3, 1848, John Randolph, sawed oak, $60 00 1,500 
April 21, 49, sawed pine, 627 09 98, 462 
June 30, E j s 14 59 778 $701 68 
Jan.26, * ^ Robert D. Harris, hewn pine, 7,020} 978 7O ` 
March 10, "49, William Viser, sawed pine, 19,188 671 59 
June 7, “ Sasser& Wisdom, “ pined& oak, 1 "BAB 32 51 $1,684 48. 
Feet, 58,4883 
8.— Brick Masons. : 

epay 0 $8 7 
May 31, '* c d 132 12 
July2, “ a 58 
„8 31, «€ cs : 46 25 
Aug. 24, “ x 36 25 £293 87 
March 10, “= Thomas Routt, si 18 00 

« * “Rufus K. Gordon, . ^ MEE. 14 60 

A 5 — John Stamps, l l l ' 68 46 

s * Charles O. Johnson, |. 16 95 
April 30, * « 69 38 


June 5, “ i, , 65 00 


Atri ide eet aia mm o ree r e e a 


July 2, 1848, Charles"Ü. Johnson. 


“` gl, 


e 
[44 


ce 


March 10, "49, Samuel A. Jones, 


April 30, 


May 25, 


ua 


March: 10, § t 


May 25, 


& 


James Gillespie, 
7 


Abednago Adams, ’ 
« 


[42 


ti 
1 


James M. Warren, 
$s 


£6 
& 


atl 88 


e8 


1,226 33 


42 
103 
138 


136 
117 
131 
162 


9.— Carpenters. 


Feb.19,1849, William M. Barrett, Master, — 234 00 ` 
[44 


June92, “ T 231 00 
Sept. 17, * . s K 136 22 
Jan. 30, “ Stephen Johnson, 66 0C 
April 6, €. j 48 75 
June B5, “ s 75 75 
Aug. 28, “ K 78 25 
10.— Black Smiths. 
Jan. 7, 1849, George W. Buys, 120 00. 
June 4, “ i 274 62 
Aug. Y, '* ER IE" 148 07 
June9, « * Francis L. Cabinis, striker, . 7 50 
d: 30, te t « 15 73 
July 31, “ John H. Jergins, 33 00 
Sept. 17, “ « 4 00 


601 22 


268 75 


869 97 


602 92 


v8 


Dec. 12, 1848, 
June 5, 1849, 


Dec. 12, 1848, 
June 5, 1849, 
July 2, 

Sept. 17, “ 


Dec. 12, 1848, 
Feb. 19 1849, 


Dec. 12, 1848, . 


June 5, 1849, 


March 10, “ 
May4, “ 
June 5, “ 
July 31, Er 
Sept. 30, s 


June 5, “ 


Sept. 50, “ 


July 2, . é 
Sept. 8, E 


; 11.—Laborers. 


John Branch, Negro hire, 
tt "4 y 


Albert G. Teas, Negro hire, 
E e « 


« e£ 
[14 & 


John C. Ransom, — * 
[14 

William A. Leigh, “ 
m 


John Stamps, ` s 

John Moore, 

J. Carroll Smith, Negro hire, - 
J. C. & S. R. Smith, a 

J. Carroll Smith, a 


A. H. Cook, Negro hire, &c. 
" 


&« 


Mis. DEE u 


J. M. Alexander, Negro hire, - 


A2 20 
23 77 


25 26 
123 04 
22 50 
67 10 


21 00 


20 80 


21 61 
i7 95 


39 03 
27 12 
16 00 
166 94 
117 89 


a] 


65 97 


237 90 


AL 80 


39 56 


51 15 
19 00 


82 15 


984 83 


7 00 
34 94 


E. pO ns a O OPERE ee el 
2 Oe noodles. etiam 
e? 


a 


864 30 


9 Oct, 12.— F'reights. 
ii Nov 5, Rr ` C. Smoot, from Houston, ielts um | 
12 « Alfred L Brig gance, from Houston, 3728 a 7 29 
6 ar ’ 3 (2 
| s Jas. 8, 1849, Walter Murray, « 5,375 , 98 pa 
LL Joel Walker, « L540 > — 1155 i 
« 3 James M. Daniels, ^ 293 2 93 
Ls 5x Se French J.Greenwood, |. ) 85 85 
_ FO d Nathan S. 'T'abor, &« . 6051 45 38. 
95 Jan. 5, 1849 Ra E s ed 19 99 
43 Feb. 13. «- D Patison, T 863 6 46 
l ES: zs Nichols, tools, freight, NE 49 66 
62 "ub surance, &c. to oust ? 591 
'63 Api 7 te Joseph W. Green, from Cincinnati, oknge, 63 
64 u u gx James King, "d = 12,009 30 02 .. , 
65 ml James I. Christmas, ^ 5,372 13 63 B 
uo. Tames Paul, « 2035 ' 659 
ES T 2s Jutson, - "EE. ; Sun P BAGS a 
M: o eamer Reliance, from 3 9 63 
E Mey En T on Galveston, i | 2508 255 60 
88 GR eC D. Hill; from Cincinnati 6,200 300 00 
"BO Dae a ames Morris, E" i 18504 19 54 
90 ` u " te ido pM E : is i 54. 
2 es T ; - . 
às ud : . Alexander Snowe s Greene 5,544 13 = 
3 ee o us GET 5315 . 1828 
James King, "A 13,696 34 24 
' - 2 6,006 - 15 01 


135 Aug.2, “ Sydnor & Bone, from Galveston, 
wharf and drayage, 18 50 


156 Sept. 15, « Nathan S. Tabor, from Houston, 3,080 23 10 - 1,030 iu 
| l 198,179 | 
" 13.— Books and Stationer y. 
B. 5 Oct. 7, 1848, Rice & iic . 74 50 
1 — Office Fara 
6° Nov.3,1848, Absalom A. Moore, 45 00 
. 15 Dec.9, “ Fuller & Jones, i 12 48 57 45 
' 15.—Office Rent. 
10 Nov.9,1848, Raleigh pem 12 00 3 
35: Jani 3l, 1849, a. 12 00 i p 

104:  Juné4, “. pH ee TE. 16 00 
160; Sept. 17;. . : TET "T | 18.67 58 67 
A 16.— Officers. bog pi Lg 
98. Dee. 12, 1848, A. H. Cook, Supt, . 250 00. ' 
iti; = Syme 6, 1849, . | 583 33. 

162- Sept. 29, “y. Bu e | 319 43 ze dg 1,152 76 
i^ Oct, 5,1949, John M'Creary, Ast. Supt. . EE 2 E 53 33 
Bd; Jam 30,49, M.C. Rogers, Ast. Supt, . A4 44 ' ; 
$65. — Apri Bj “- 100 00 
34 ' Á3June2, * |. —— s e is 66.67 


'eifs — Wm — MATMROcit Oo spite uh CU EORR ere ki; uda quM M cler Ig om ror e vk ipe Ri id ea t e ti a RM 


artes 1849, M. C, Rogers, Ast. Supt., 
as l « & 


Aug. 28, « : T4 & 


Sept. ag, os [44 « 


.Nog,9,1848, M. C. Rogers, Director, 


Dec. 12, * i James M. Maxcy, Director, 
"April. 2, *€. i 


Sept. 29, * « T. 
redi 10, oh ‘Thomas G. Bueyels Director, 
‘Sept 2 Pai c Q4 4 


69 00 1,708 89 


bine 


80. 


12.— Miscellaneous. 


fa H MT 
prd niil | TO WHOM ISSUED: | AMT. TOTAL. 
S z ISSUE» y -j +, ; 
1 Oet.2, 1818, John Branch & 
G. 'T'eas, $190 00 
2 tua Hc Banton, - 228 00 
3 “7, * °F. Hatch, ` 50 00 
A * «* € : William D. Lehr, ` -200 00: 
13 Dec.8, *, John Branch & T. etj 
Albert G. Teas, : 124.84 `- 
14 * * «u . John A» Fox, : 8 50 
16 £ 9, * J. C. & S. R. Smith, 6.62 CH 
[r.c m.s T. & S. Gibbs, 3 80 
18 *«* 12,“ A. H. Cook, 68.58 
24 Jan.§, 1849, Robert .Smitlier, 2 00 
26 *" i1, *, —. M. C. Rogers, 19 90 
28 € 26, a , Rice & Nichols, ^ . 67 54 
* 37 Feb. 1, « “ Philip Yoas, ` ' 65 75` 
i 39 * 6, « T&S. Gibbs, ° 3 50- 
A] «V & & J. D. W. Creéath, 2 50 
AT March n bri Sydnor & Bone, 5 50 
53 B. S. Wilson, , ; 18 00 
57 *5 € A, H. Cook, i 30 75 
60 * 30, * Close & Adams, , 31 90- 
67 April 6, * James Morris, x 800 - . 
68 “ " « James M. Maxcy, .18 00, , 
73 * 24, “ Hatch & Oxbury, 4000 
78 May 1, “ George W. Grant, 11 25 
80 * 18, * G. W. & W. L. Rogers, 22 17 E. 
91 * 31, “ Joshua Brooks, 10 00 
112 June 6,. © A. H. Cook, 16 15 
119 July 2, * M. C. Rogers, 1 10 
192 « * 8i, “ "p. &. S. Gibbs, - 49 72 
393 "*" ^* u GW. & W.L. Rogers, 23 38 
(184. 9 506 u JO. S. R Smith,’ > 1°55 
146 Aug- w, '« B.S, Wilson, 7155 
158 Sept.17, “ Barrett & Simons, 27 85 , : 
159 * % Rice & Nichols, . 904 74 
lo3 “ 30, *" A. H. Cook, E | 79 54 
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' RECAPITULATION OF EXPENDITURES. 


Brick, : à 
Lime, , 

Bar Lon, . 

Sheet Iron, ,.. 
Nails, is EE 
Tools, . à 
Lumber—pine and oak, 
Books and Stationery, 
Freights; . : 
Miscellaneous, i 


+ 


SONDO NP 


foot 


Brick Masons, , 
Carpenters, . 
Black Smiths, i 


Laborers, à 


Pg ir 


Office Furniture, . 
Office Rent, . 
Officers, 


go DO pet 


1.— Materials. 2 483 


$5779 1T ^ 7s 

a E ro D 665 99. XS 
077. 745088 96° 
te 468 81 
(7.5 s 60 50 
« y . « 420 AQ 

.. 168448 - 

| 74 50 © 
. 1,30 IL 
: 1,671 58 


e ł 
5 
"EIE 


18997 50 


` 8,563 52 


he 


3.— Other Objects. 


: 57 48 
oe 58 67 | 
1,708 89 1,825 04 
. Amount, — - $18616 06 


Huy revi, TEXAS, | 
8 October 1st; 1849, |. 


I, Abner H. Cook, Superintendent and Clerk of the "Texas 


Penitentiary; do certify, that 


the foregoing statement of. the ob- 


jects of expenditnre and payments for the use of the:Penitentiary, 


A. M GO MAI 


a‘ ae * 
E] 


o are 
Directors. 


is correct. |^ + 
Approved:, + 
H. YOAKUM, 
J. M. MAXCY, 
v. G. BIRDWELL,. . 


ob 


“Ih. STATEMENT E epi 


Qf. Property, Materials, and Tools, on hend; and belonging 
i tor the rum ii i on- the 30th: a 1849. > . 


on 


No.. p 1.— Materials. EET , ; 
1. Brick, 250,000. 
2. Lime, iis bbls. | 178 
3. Nails, kegs, . 10 
4. White Lead,. : e .. 49 
5. Painters Qil,- galls., , 2 
6. Roofing Tin; l boxes, o 2 
7. a in transitu and not paid for, - 13 
8. 14 bundles Sheet Iron, Ibs., . .À,741 
9. Hewn Pine Lumber, : "E feet, 1,233 

10. Sawed ae s , 95,015 

1E Prepared“ “-- flooring, « 5,000 

12. Silk and Lintals of cut stone, lineal feet, 121 


13. 20 Grated Frames for front windows, and 
. False Venitian Blinds for same. 
14. 18 Frames and Grates for back windows. 


i 2.—Property ard Tools. 


1. 98 acres of Land. 

2. 1 Set Blacksmith. Tools.. 

3. 1 Set Carpenters ; Tools. l 

4. `2 Hoes, 4 Shóvelé; 2 Spades, 4 Mattocks, 2 Wheel Barrows, 
2 Cots, 1 Clock, and 1L: Bell j 1 large Iron Siéve, 29 Baills 
and Chains, 2 Ladders. C 

Office Furniture, Office Books and Stationery. 

I certify the above to be correct. - 

A. H. COOK, Supr. 


ex 


Approved : l 
H. YOAKUM, 

J. M. MAXCY, Directors. 
T, G. TOME l 


* 
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To the Directors of the Teras’ Penitentiary : 


à In accordance with the law establishing-the State Penitentiary, 
I present you.below with an estimate of the ordinary expenses of 
the Penitentiary for the next two years; and also of the expenses 
necessary to be incurred in the erection.of the building you pro- 


pose. . p 
* Brick, i d $7,000 00 
Brick Masons, 2,000 00 
Carpenters, 1,200 00 ° " 
Lime, 2 l 2,000 00 . ` eg ^ 
Guards, 960 00 
Roofing with Tim,- | " 1,000 00 
«Lumber, : 700 00 
Board, Clothing &c., of Convicts, 2,000 00 
Officers, 3,000 00 d 
Total $19,860 00 |! 


bi 


—- 


The estimate of ordinary expenses is quite.uncertain, and will 
depend on the number of convicts- received. The building esti- 
mate is based on the supposition that the east prison and centre 
front building will be erected during the next two years. 

Respectfully, , 
Your ob't serv't, ; 
" A. H. COOK, Supt. 
Huntsville, Texas, Oct. 1, 1849. : 


” 
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The Senators, headed by their President, returned to their 


chamber. 

-Mr. Crump, of Austin, moved that 500 coplés of the message 
be printed. i 

* Mr. Bee moved to amend by striking out 500 ind inserting 
1000 copies. 

Mr. Burney moved to amend by stiiking out 1,000 and insert- 
ing 2,000.—Lost. < 

Phe question recurring on Mr. Bee’s amendment, was put 
and carried. 

Mr. Bee moved to have. 500 Gopies of the message printed 1 in 
Spanisli.— Lost. 

Mr. Lewis moved that 300 copies of the message be printed in 
the Spanish and German languages, which motion prevailed, 

- On motion of Mr. Scott, the committee on Public Printing 
were instructed to contract for printing 300 copies of the message 
and public documents. - 

On motion of Mr. Burney a committee was appointed on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Burney, Williams, Stapp and 
Lloyd said committee. 

Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing be ‘Instructed to 
contract for ^ copies of the Texas State Gazette, for the use of 
the House. . 

Mr. Fields offered the pilone as a substitute for the preced- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing be required to as- 
certain the price at which some newspaper containing the 'pro- 
ceedings of the Legislature can be obtained for distribution 
amongst the people, and report in the morning; read and 
alopted. . pos 

Mt. Bogart offered the-following resolution : 

Resolved, That the postage on “newspapers sent by members 
of this House be prepaid out of the contingent appropriation of 
this House. 

Mr. Sterne moved to amend by inserting the words “ and pub- 
lic documents” after newspapers; the amendment accepted, and 
reselution adopted. 

Mr. Scott offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the House will go into an election for Chap- 
lain for the session, on to-morrow, at 11 o’clock. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, ng resolution was laid on n the table 
until to-morrow. ' 
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- On motion of Mr. Cochran, Mr. Bogart wa’ added tothe -com- 
mittee on Publice Lands. 

Mr. Jowers, by leave, introduced a joint ‘resolution,. granting 
further time for the presentation of any claim or demand for 
money against the late Republic of Texas; read first time, 

Mr. Russell offered the following resolution : 

ao That the House will go intoan election for reporter, 
at 1l o'clock, to-morrow, for the present session, 

On motion of Mr.-Scott, the resolution was laid on the table 
until Saturday next. 

Mr. Bryan moved that the Honse will elect a Second. Assis- 
tant Clerk of the House of Representatives; carried, and, on 
motion of Mr. Dickson, the House proceeded to the election of 
Second Assistant Clerk. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs, Cramp òf Austin, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches and Wilson tellers, - 

Nominations being in order. 

Mr. Wilson nominated Mr. Nelson Rector. 

* Lott » * Andrew Horn. : 
* Williams “ * George Menifee. 

The House then proceeded to vote by ballot. The votes hav- 

ing been counted, it appeared that 


“Mr. Rector received - - - - T 10 votes. 
« Horn e - 5 3 - 7 « 
* Menifee “ | . - x ag « 


Mr. Menifee, having reeeived a majority of all the votes, was 
declaréd duly elected Second Assistant Clerk of the House of 
Representatives. 

On motion of. Mr. Crump of Austin, the necessary repairs of 
the Capitol was ordered to be made, and the Sergeant-at-arms 
was instructed to have the same executed. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, the House adjourned unti! 9 
o'clock, to-morrow moriing. 


* Wepwespay, November 7, 1849. 

The House met, pursuant to adjournment. ‘The roll ealled, 
and the following members answered to their names: Messrs. 
Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clements, Clough, Ctump 
of Austin, Dickson, Fields, Fratiklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Hardeman of Travis, Johnson, ` Jowers, Lewis, Eloyd, Lott, 
"MeNairy, Millican, Pace, Polk, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, 
Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, 
Stewart, » Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson and Wrep ` 


fte x TSA Sn 
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The journals of he preceding day were read and, on. motion 
‘of Mr, Lewis, that portion of the journals, relative to. the print- 
ing.of the public docpments.aecaompanying;the-Governor's mes- 
sage in the Spanish and German languages, was stieken, ont; 


and the journals adepted.: . - 


a en ere | T 
Mr. Fields presented the petition of .Moses Ei, Morrell ; which 


was read, and, on motion of Mr. Fields, referred to a Select com- 
mittee.. ' , i ° t 

The Speaker appointed Messrs, Fields, Wil 
said committee, , "E 

Mr. Dickson, chairman of the committee on Public Printing, 
to whom was referred a resolution of the House requiring them 
to ascertain the. price at which some newspaper containing the 
proceedings of the Legislature can be furnished, for distribution 
amongst the people, report the following: - That. the publisher 
of the * Texas State Gazette proposes to supply the Honorable 
House of Representatives with fiftean copies of his paper con - 
taining the proceedings of the Legislature to each member, tri- 


liams and Wren 


. 2 


weekly, at the rate of three dollars per hundred. 

On motion of. Mr..Lott, the report was adopted. 

Mr. Lloyd offered the following resolution : - 

Resolved, That the Chair appoint a standing committee on 
Roads, Bridges and Ferries ; adopted. 

_ The Speaker appointed Messrs. Lloyd, Russell and Fields said 
committee. . l : 

Mr. Bryan offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a comniittee of three be appointed to revise 
and amend the rules of the House and joint rules, and that the 
Senate be requested to raise a committee to act In conjunction 
with said committee to revise and amend the-joint rules; adopted. 

The Chair appointed. Messrs, Bryan, Tarver and Johnson said 
comumnitee. 

Mr. Scott moved that the clerk-be instructed to dispense with 
recording the names of the members present at the roll-call, sub- 
stituting therefor the names of the absentees; which motion was 
put and carried. . ` 

Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee oa Publi¢’Printing be autho- 
rized- to.employ a competent person. or persons to translate the 
Governor’s: message into the Spanish and: German. languages, 
-andicompensation , for such, serviee be paid out of the contin- 
gent fond of the, Houses gead apd adopted. ,- 

Mr. Jgloyd. offered the following,ayesel ution s t. 
Resolved, That the committee on Finance be instrueted:to 


2 


E 
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inquire into the expediency of reducing the State tax; also, 
changing the mode of assessing and collecting -and the time of 
collecting the same, with leave to report by bill or otherwise ; read 
and adopted. - 7 | 

Mr. Whittlesey introduced a bill to be entitled an act to ex- 
fend the Eastern boundary of the State of ‘Texas; read first 
time. E 

Mr. Runnels introduced a bill to be entitled an act to provide 
for revising the laws of this State; read firsttime, — . 

Mr. Dickson introduced a bill, repealing, in part, the 6th sec- 
tion of an act authorizing and requiring the county courts to re- 
gulate roads and appoint overseers, &c. ; read first time. | 

Mr. Williams offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary take under 
consideration an act to regulate proceedings in the county courts, 
pertaining to estates of deceased persons, and inquire into thé 
expediency of amending the same and report by bill or other- 
wise at as early a day as may be practicable; read and adopted. 

Mr. Lott offered the following resolution : | 

Resolved, That the committee on Publie Lands be respectful- 
ly required to take into consideration the propriety of devising 
some mode or plan, whereby those citizens that have settled un- 
der colony contracts, may obtain titles to their land as colonists, 
and report by bill or otherwise; read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the Second Assistant Clerk, Mr. 
Menifee, came forward and took the oath of office prescribed by 
the constitution. i 

Mr. Stapp offered the following resolution : -— 


Resolved, That the Senate be invited to meet the House of Re- - 


presentatives in the Representative Hall, at the hour of ten o'elock 
A. M., on Thursday, the Sth of November, 1849, for the purpose 
of opening and publishing the returns of election for Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor and Commissioner of the General Land 
Office ; and that there shall be appointed, on the part of the House 
of Representatives, two tellers, whose duty it shall be to make a 
list of the votes as they are opened and published by the Speak- 
er, whereupon the person having received the Jargest number of 
votes for Governor, and, also, the person having received the 
largest number of votes for Lieutenant Governor, being consti- 
tutionally eligible, shali be, by the Speaker of the House of: Re- 
presentatives, declared Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, for the ensuing two years 


from and after the 21st December, A. D. 1849; read and 
e" a 


adopted. 


Li 
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On motion of Mr. Fields, a committee were appointed 8 in- 
- vite he: Honorable: Senate to nieet the Hoüse of Representatives, 
‘at the hour df ten o'clock; on Thursday, the 8th inst." for the 
purpose of counting the votes for Governor, Lieutenant Gover- 
not and Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

‘The Chair appointed Messrs. Fields, Stapp and Runnels said 
committee. - ] ; NAOEE 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to be entitled an act to secure to 
all real settlers within the limits of the colony grant of Peters 
and others, commonly known as Peters’ colony, the land to 
which they are entitled as colonists; read the first time. 

Mr. Williams offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's message as relates 
to Santa Fe be referred to the committee on Federal Relations, 
with instruction to recommend such proceeding, on the part of 

- this'House, as will best protect the rights and interest. of the 
State, and report at as early a day as may be expedient ; read'and 
adopted. WE ea dee 

Mr. Lloyd offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved, .That so much of the Governor's message as relates 
to education, be referred'to the committee on Education ; read 
aud adopted. 1 
. On motion of Mr. Bryan, Mr. Tarrant was added to the com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and, on motion of Mr. Jowers, Mr. 
Sterne was added to the same committee. 

‘On motion of Mr. Smith of Red River, Mr. Johnson was ad- 
ded to the committee on County Boundaries. 
. Mr. Lloyd offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's message:as relates 
to constructing a road from'the city of Austin to the city'of Santa 
ns be referred to the committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferriés : 
ost. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Shelby, that portion of the Govern- 
ors message as relates to the payment of the mounted volunteers, 
was referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. T 

On motion of Mr. Franklin the Hon. Benj. Tappan was invit- 
ed to a seat within the bar of the House. A 


On motion.of Mr. Bogart the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. | 
Joint resolution granting , further time for the presentation of 
any claim or dermepd agnus the late, Republie of, Texas; read 


second time, and, oi) motion of Mr. Bryan, referred, to epmniittee 
on Public Debt. i 
3 * 
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On motion. of Mr. Crump of Austin, the unfinished businessof 
last session was ordered, te be taken up and referred to the respeet- 
ive committees. ws 

The resolution offered on yesterday to go into an election for 
Chaplain to day at 10 o'clock, was called up and lost. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the committe to wait upon the Senate 
and invite them to meet the House on to-morrow, reported duty 
performed. . 
oa motion of Mr. Dickson the House adjourned until 2 o'clock, 


2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum pre- 
ERE absentees, Messrs. Burney, Cochran, Crump of Bexar, and 

wis. 

Mr. Bryan offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be required to ascer- 
tain and report to the House whether the requirements of the 
Constitution, relative to the amendment of the Constitution, (vot- 
ed upon by the people at the regular election held on the sixth of 
August last,) have been complied with, | 

Mr. Clements introduced a bill to be entitled an act to repeal a 
portion of an aet entitled an act to give to each corporate county : 
in this State, its own county surveyor, map and records ; read 
first time. 

Mr. Polk introduced a bill to be entitled an act regulating the 
pay of electors ; read first time. - ! 

Mr. Holland offered the following resolution : l 

- Resolved, That the committee who were appointed to invite 


. the Honorable Senate to meet the House on to-morrow, for the 


purpose of counting the votes for Governor, Lieutenant Govern- 


-or and others, be further instructed to extend the invitation to 


count the votes, also, for and against the proposed amendment cf 
the Constitution ; read first time. | 

Mr. Dickson introduced a bill to be entitléd an act approptiat- 
. « i 
ing five thousand dollars for the contingent expenses of both 
Houses of the Legislature ; read first ime. ^" ^ 7? 

Mr. Holland offered the following resolution : 4 

Resolved, That that portion of the Gdvernor’s message gelat- 
ing to’a division of ‘the Supreme Court, 


, „Å ~ vh s 
| ir be feferretd to aespecial 
 comintittee boffiposed of onp ny Her -frote Sh » Dig ; 
‘atid. that said committee! be ` Te fer 


réd to repor 
wise, as soom: as practicable; read and adopted. ` 
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wag bbe. Speaker lappóinted  Messus. Holland, Grump,of- Austin, 
_ Spates eae Stennel. Fields, Smith ` à Red River, 
art and Wilson, said committee. : sheets ` 
. My Sterne offered the follewing resolution : 
Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs be instructed to 
. Inquire into ihe ex pedieney of running and marking the boundary 
- lines between this State and the territories of the United States, 
and report to the House:by bill or otherwise; read, and adopted. 
Mr. Bryan moved a reconsideration of. the resolution offered 
by My. Holland, relative to inviting the Senate to meet the House 
on to-morrow for the purpose of counting the votes for Govern- 
or, Lieutenant Governor and, also, the: votes for and against the 
. amendment of the Constitution ; carried, and, on` motion of Mr, 
Sterne, leave was granted to Mr, Holland to withdraw the same. 
On. motion of Mr; Whittlesey the House adjourned until to- 
- morrow, 10 o'clock. 


— *» 


AUST November 8th, 1849. ° 


House met pursuant to adjoumment. The roll called and a 
quorum present. 

‘A committee from the Senate, through Mr. Robertson their 
chairman, appeared and informed the House that the Senate ac- 
cepted their invitation, and would meet them to’ day ‘at 11 o'élock 
in the Representative Hall fer-the purpose of counting there- 

* turns of elections for Governor and Lieutenant Governor.’.’ ear 

Mr. Franklin moved that the reading ef ttg journals be dis- 

perised with, in order to prepare for the reception of the Senate 
: —lost. : 

The jotirpals'were then read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr.: Fields, Mr. Coehran was excused through 
sickness from attendance‘oh ‘the House. : 

On motion of Mr:'Sterne, the House took a Feces » foris min- 
'ntes:for the reeeption of thè Senate - 

Recess pired, House called to order. “ie A 

diete ii eds ited: 09 zo, eto" theoriolit Of the) 
M SMOD TC: aiibi aire... 3E amne» Seq a 
Bc roll of both Houses being called and a quorum presdat 
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- the Speaker arose and ARE to the two. Houses the refus 


pf élections for Goveriüor and Lieut. Governor. $., 


The President appointed on the part of the Senate the Hon. 
Senator from Austin, and the Speaker, the Hon. Messrs. Bee and 
Jowers on the part of the House— tellers. 

'The Speaker then proceeded to open in presence.of both 
Houses in Jeint Session, tlie returns for Governor and Lieutenant 
‘Governor. After having opened and published all the returns, 
the result appeared as follows: 


For Governor—P. H. Bei received . 10,319 votes. 
€ , & G. T. Woop * 8,754 € 
fe & J. T. Mitts € 2.632 e 
For Lieut. Governor—J. A. GREER received 16, 599 votes. 
és « J. W. HENDERSON 6,993 « 
& & $t M. T. JOHNSON, 1,299. z£ 


Mr. Bell having received a majority of the votes cast for Gov- 
ernor, the Speaker arose and declared P. Hansbrough Bell 
constitutionally elected Governor of the State of Texas for the 
next two years, from and after the 21st of December next, A. D. 
1849. And it appearing that Mr. Greer received a majority of 
the votes cast for Lieut. Governor, was declared by the Speaker, 


- constitutionally elected Lieut. Governor of the State of Texas, 


from and after the 21st of December next, A. D. 1849. 
The Honorable Senate retired to their chamber and on motion 
of Mr. Dickson, the House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 


3 O'clock P. M. 

House ae | called and a quorum present. 

Mr. Franklin presented the petition from Gen. Memucari’ Hunt 
praying for relief, which was referred to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts. - 

Mr. Wilson presented the petition of the Judge of the ‘first Jue . 
dicial District and citizens of Matagorda county, praying for the 
extension of the term of the District Court of said county; ‘also, 
a petition of the citizen’ of Colorado county; praying for the 
same. Read and referred to the Judiciary committée. 

Mr. Tarrant presented the petition of the citizens of Navarro 


. county, praying te establish a new county to be called the county 


of Ellis; read and referred to the committee on County Boun- 
daries. 

Mr. Scott presebted the petition of C. G, Burekiy, prayihg 
for relief —and on motion of Mr. Segtt,.tpe.same, was s referregd-to 
a special committee; consisting, of Messrs, Fields Williams and 


"Wen. .: Li S^. S 
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r Mr: Runnels. offered: tle following resolutiqu u, : ,. ^ GF 
c Resolved, That ‘the: conunittee of public printing enquire 

whether the ’Pablie Printing for the years As D74848 and 1849, 
has been executed aceording to law*and contract, with the power 
to call for persons and papers, and report-to this. House as-soon as 
practicable; read and adopted. . 

Mr, Tarver introduced a bill to be-entitled an aet, to dad 
an act incorporating the Baylor University ;: read first time. 

Mr. Fields introduced a bill to be entitled an- act to exempt, 
buildings desigued and used for parposes of edueation or d 
worship from. taxation ; read first time. 

Mı. Bogart offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian Affairs ‘be Tem 
to take into consideration the propriety of reqniriug the General 
Government to remove all the Indian tribes that de not properly 
belong to Texas, out of the limits of this State, and that they re- 
port by bill or ether wise, at as early a period as pre aceple: ; read 

4 and adopted. ~ 


Mr. Johnson TEET a bill to be entitled ahi act to make . 
valid the acts of ‘Thos. R. Hill, as Clerk ef the Bence out for 


the county of Titus; read first time. 
Mr, Tarrant offered. the following resolution : ' 
Resolved, That the committee on private Land Claims inquire 
into the expediency of repealing an aet entitled: an -aet, tọ pro-' 
hibit -the boards of Land Commissioners. in.eaeh. county. in this 
State, from issuing . ru] ete, and Er bill or. ae 
wise; read and adopted. - Qo uM Per, 
Mr, Smith of Shelby, offered the falloseing sete! CN 
Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Messateés as 


to the heirs of those who fell with Fannin and Ward, and at the, i 


Alamo, and who have never received the headright certificates to 
which, by law, they were entitled, be referred to thecommittee on 
Private Land Claims, with instructions to enquire into the expe- 
diency of deyisin zesome method, of the establishment of some 
tribi, bý which “such perséris may secure their rights; read 
and UE aer 
Mit. Jowers offerell the ol low ite rest 
Resvlvéd, | 
the P with a full nus complet re 
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ted to furnish the House of Representatives with-a list!of: the 


names of those voting'at the last election, who ‘voted "on the, 


améndment to the Constitution proposed by the last Legislature. 


"Mr. Russell offered the folléwing resolution, as.a substitute to .: 


Mr. Franklin’s substitute: - | ~ : 

- Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be, and they are here- 
by: instructed fo call upon the Secretary of State, whose duty 
it shall be, to deliver to the said committee; all the returns which 
may have been ‘made to him, of the vote given in the various 
counties of the State, on the proposed amendment to the Consti- 
tution, —and it shall be the duty of said committee, to compare 


the said returns, and report the result to this House as soon as. 


practicable,—upon which the ayes and noes were called, and 

resulted as follows: . " i 
Ayes —Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Crump of Aus- 

tin, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Lewis, Reynolds, Russell, 

Scott, Shea, Tarver, and Wilson—16.  . 

Noes—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Clough, Dickson, Hardeman of 


* 


Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, 


Lloyd, Lott, Millican, Pace, Polk, Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Smith ` 


of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, 
- Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, and Wren—29. So the House re- 

fused to adopt Mr. Russell's substitute. 

' "Mr. Dickson introduced a bill to be entitled an act, making an 

appropriation to enable the government to procure, and have co- 

ied for the benefit of the several counties in the State, a full set 

of Weightsand Measures ; read first time. 

^ On motion of Mr. Burney, thé House adjourned until to-mor- 

row at 10 o'clock, 


* 


Austin, November, 9th, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum pre- 
sent; absentees, Messrs. Bryan, Crump of Austin, Millican, Sel- 
man, Stapp, Tarver and Wilson. — . 2 NN 

Mr. Russell presented the memorial of the trustees of the Ru- 
tersville College, praying that the same be placed under,the con- 
trol of the Texas Annual Confetence:af the Methodist ipiscopal 
Church South, which was read, ånd oft motion of Mr. wi wees Ae 
ferred to the committee on Education. aa E 
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Mr. Reynolds presented the petition « of Henry Teirvester ; read, 
and, ĝt biton of "Mt. Scott; réferred to’ thé committee on ‘Claims 
and Accounts. 

Mr. Bogart présented the ‘petition ‘of ‘Martha and James Me- 
. Bride, praying for relief, which was read, and, on motion of Mr. 
Bogart, referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Scott presented the memortal of Susannah Ballows, pray- 

ing for relief, which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Seott, refer- 
red to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

A message'was received from the Senate, through Mr. Ray- 


mond their Secretary, informing the House that Mr. Wm. Te 


Cake had been elected Engrossing Clerk of the Senate. 

Mr. Johnson presented the petition of Rosana Lane, praying 
for relief, which was read and referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. Dickson presented the memorial of Mary Gillespie, pray- 
ing for relief, which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Dickson, 


referred to the committee on the Judiciary. z 


Mr. Bogart introducéd a bill to be entitled an act to amend an 
act establishing more permanently the seat of justice of Clin 
county ; read first time. 

. Mr. Taylor offered the following resolution : 

- Resolved, That the committee on Printing be instructed to 
coritraet for ten papers for each member instead of fifteen, as con- 
templated by the report of said committee; lost. 

Mr. Clements introduced a bill to be entitled an act fo create 
the 12th judicial district; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, the Sergeant-at-Arms was instruct- 
ed to purchase five copies of De Cordova’s map of the State of 
_Texas, for the use of the House, and the same be paid for out, of. 
the contingent fund. 

Mt. Smith of Shelby, introduced a. bill to be entitled an aet to 
define the time of holdiag courts in the 5th judicial district ; 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, Mr. Tarrant was added to the 
committee on Connty Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, Mr. Williams was added ` to the 
J judiciary córimittee. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Cramp of Austin, and Mi, 
Taiver'Were added to the comaiittee on Claims and Accounts. 

Me T oon moved that the edes V members be added. to 
i6 etr ities © d bli" De Mosis. piriga, I 6r, Bee, 
( inr df Aio, eli ye. Vig dee a 
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On motion of Mt. Whittlesey, the House proceeded to the” 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


An act to extend the eastern boundary of the State of 'T'exas; 

read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Sterne, was ordered 
. to be engrossed. . . 

An act to revise the laws of the State of Texas; read second 
fime,.and, on motion of Mr. Runnels, referred to the Judiciary 
cohinittee. Pd 

An act appropriating five thousand dollars for contingent ex- 
penses of both Houses of the Legislature, was read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Charlton, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating the pay of electors, was 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Lott, referred to com- 
mittee on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation to enable ` 
the Governor to procure aud have copied for the benefit of the 
sevegal counties in this State, a full set of weights and measures ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Bryan, referred to the 
committee on Finance. 

A bill repealing in part the 6th section of an aet authorizing 
and requiring the county courts to regulate roads, appoint over- 
seers, &c.; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Bogart, re- 
ferred to the committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal a portion of an act to give 
each corporate county a surveyor, maps, records, &c., approyed 
March 20th, 1848; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Crump of Austin, was referred to the committee on Public 
Lands. l ne 

A bill to be entitled an act granting to all real settlers, within 
the limits commonly called Peters’ colony, the land to which they: 
are entitled ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Bogart, re- 


- ferred ta the committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. Franklin moved to have one hundred copies printed for the 
use of the House, which mgtion prevailed. d 
- A bill to be entitled an act making valid the acts of homes 
R., Hill as clerk of the district eonrt for the county of Titis; 
redit sécórid, tile, and, dn motion of Mr, Wilson, referre | to, the. 
Judici] committer, —.. —.— s a] 
~ ABT to „he entitled an act to e ut bn Idings 
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A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to incorporate | the 
Bathor Uni mivérsity; read second time, and, on motion of 
Franklin, referred to the committed on Education. ` 

Resolution calling on the Secretary of Staté for information, of. 
fered yesterday, was taken up and read. 


“On motion of Mr. Dickson, the report of the Secretary of 


State was taken up and read. 
Mr. Lott moved to lay the resolution on the table. 


Mr. Jowers moved to withdraw the resolution by leave of the 


House; . 


The question recurring on the adoption of the resolution, the " 


ayes arid noes were called for and stood : 
Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Burney, Charltdp; Cle- 


ments, Clough, Crump. of Austin, Crump of Bexar, Dickson,’ 


Fields, Franklin, Holland, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, MeNairy, 
Millican, Pace, Reynolds, "Russell, Scott, Selman, Shea, Smith of 
Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, Whittlesey, 
Wilson and Wren—34. 

Noes—Messrs. Bogart, Cochran, Hardeman of Nadogd: aes, 
Hardeman of Travis, Johnson, Polk, Shaw, Smith of Red ver, 
and Stewart—9; resolution adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Cochran, the House adjoiurned. until 3 
, o'clock, Es M. 


3 oCLoOCE, P. M. 
Hole met—roll called — quorum present. 
Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be entitled an act anjen ling 
an act providing for tlie paymerit of, Jurors ; ; fend dirs een u 
Mr. "Whittlesey introduced a bill to'be entitled an aci 
aH aet entitled an act ‘to’ Teguldte fhe public. printing ruit 
Mareh Sth, 1848"; read first | time. 


"Mir. Cochran intrbdueed a bill to be entitled an act clegting the 


county of ; read first time. — . ob 
Mr. Stewart offered thé followiüg resolution: ,. uh 
Hes glved,, ‘That the committee on Public, Printing be, anda are, 

hey jy ahtflórized to contract for, the printing of all’ such docus. 

mnt i fhe, House may, : fiom m tng to ae disset. d and: 


E avila biered the. ‘following Yésolulj: A 

Resolved, That so much of the repor ny dié MET of 
State as refers to the collection, translation and preservasiou of 
the archives. and documents relating to the early history, dur 
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p Clough offered the following resolution z P. 

solved, That the, committee on the Judiciary be. instraelea 
tò inqui re' into the’ expediericy of revising and amending any. aet: 
entitled an act regulating attachments, and repe by, bill or oihar- 
wiše; reád and adopted. 

Mr. Cochran offered a'resolution calling | on the Cominissioner. 
of the General Land Office for information, ‘ete. ; read and laid. 
on the table one day for consideration. — 

Mr. Jowers introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend an 
act erititled an act providing for the payment of jurors, approved | 
March 18th, 1848; read first time. 

Or motion of Mr. Holland, Mr. Clough was added to the Ju- 
diciary committee. l 

Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the J udiciary be instructed 
to-inquire into the expediéncy of amending and revising the es- 
tray law, approved March 20th, 1848, and that they report by bill 
or otherwise ; read and adopted. 

Mr. Smith of Shel by, offered the following resolution : 

Solved, ‘That the Judiciary committee be instructed to in- 
quire*intp the expediency of amending so much of the 25th sec- 
tion of the act organizing Justices Courts, and defining the pow-' 
ers and jurisdiction of the same, as relates to breaches of the 
peaee, riots and affrays, and assaults and batteries committed in 
their respective counties, approved March 20th, 1548 ; read and 
adopted. š 

Mr, Tarver offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the sam of - dollars be, and the 
game is hereby appropriated for the payment of the publication 
of the proposed amendment to the Constitution in the various 
Journals of the State; read, and, on motion of Mr. Fields, laid 
on the table for the present. 

Mr. Bryan offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Privileges and Elections da- 
certain and report to the House, to whom were the votes retur ed. 
that were cast for the office of Commissioner of the General 
Land Office on the 6th of August last; read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson the House adjourned uo io-mior- 
row at 10 o'clock, a. m. 
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emm" Feo 7980700 AUSTIN " Novemnblit 10; 1849/5 
Hopsi met pursuant to V E and à quoram ; 


present.  Alisópt, ; Mr. je 
A message "Was ‘received, from thé Senate, through their Secre- 


in Mr. ‘Raymond, infon ing the Honse ‘that “they had passed ° 


ii following bill; a bill. t be éntitled an act to: incorpotate - 


the ‘Austin College. 
Mr: Sterne presented a petition from John Balch, praying for 


one third of a league of land, to which he is entitled as a col- 


onist and settler ; "read and ‘referred to committee on Private 
Land ‘Claims. 

. Mr, Reynolds presented a petition from W. T, Jackson, pray- 
ing for relief, which was read and referred to committee on Claims 
and Accounts ; and also, the petition of Jolin Gillespie, praying 
for relief, read and referred to committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Tarrant. presented a memorial of the citizens of Navarro 
county, praying for the relief of Phoebe McCommas and ehil- 
dren ; read and referred to committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. Bee, chairman of the committee on. Public Lands, Made . 


the folowing report, to wit: 
CouMiTTEE Room, Austin, November 10, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Bepresentatives : 
The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to repeal a portion of an aet to give each 
corporate county, its own county Surveyor, Maps, Records, eic., 
approved March 20, 1848, have had the same wider consider- 
ation, and have instrueted me to report the | bill to the Honse- 
without-amendment, ahd recommend its passage. 
HAMILTON P. BEE, Chairman. 


Report read and laid on the table, to come up among the or- ` 


ders of the day. 
Mr. Dickson, chairman of the committee on Public Priuting, 
Si following report, to wit : 
he Hon. C.G. KEENAN, 
- Speaker of the House of Wc Marien i 
The commirtée on Pablic _Pitoting, tò whom was referted:a 
resolution instracting. thant to’ imqniré, whether the Public Prigt- 
ig: Tor t the years 1848 and 184B has besh, executed according to 
law add cóntraet; having had’ me ‘strane a giri diria "and 
mane the necessary enqu g lene tò re- 


e 
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the execution of the work howeyer„is not such as is contempla- 
ted by law, there being two lines less upon each page of both, 
Journals and Laws, than were reqnired, and much more space be~ 
tween the lines in the Journals, than is desirable, as à condensa- 
tion of their matter would make each of them over one hundred 
pages less. In addition to this, the trimming of the. journals has 
hot been executed as per contract; it is but justice however to the 
publishers to say, that apprized of this fact some time since, and 
which was said to be owing to their absence from the office, they 
notified the Secretary of State, that all necessary deductious 
would be made ; this the committee take pleasure in saying has 
been repeated to them, T'he publication of the journals of the 
first Legislature by Mr. C. Demorse has not been completed ; 
some thirty or forty copies however have arrived at the State 
Department, and from an examina'ion of them, it is considered 
that the work bas beeu done in conformity to law, all of which 
is respeetfully submitted. 
DAVID C. DICKSON, Chairman. 

rt read, and on motion of Mr. Dickson, referred to the 
Finance committee. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that Messrs. Pease, Taylor. and Moffett, were appoitited a commit- . 
tee on joint rules, and requesting the appointment of a like ¢om- 
mittee on part of the House. . 

Mr. Wren introduced the following bill: To Be entitled an act 
to provide an appropriation for the payment of the milea;e and 
per diem pay of the members of the Legislature of the State of 
‘Texas; read first time. l 

Mr. Bryan offered the following resolntion : A 
- Resolved, That the biennial report of the Secretary of State,’ 
together with the accompanying documents be referred to the 
committee on State Affairs; read and refereneé made. , ` 

Mr. Smith of Red River, offered the following resolufion : 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be requestell, to 
take under consideration an act concerning crimes and punish,. 
ments, approved March 20, 1848, and inquire into the expedi- 
ency of amending the same, and report by bill or otherwise, at as 
early a day ag practicable ; read and adopted. — — ^ — ^ ^. 

Mr. Taylor introduced a bill to be entitled an act, to change ' 
the eque of persons therein named, and. for, other purposes ; read 
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» A 


fa Ferliet? Tead and adopted.” 


Mr. Bogart R a bill to be 'éntilled-an act, to repeal fhe 
second section of an act prescribing ' tle punishment for cutting 
down, carrying away, ör destroying trees or timber upon any 
. land withont the consent of the owtier ; réad first time. 
Mr. Charlton introduced a bill to be entitled an act, to permit 
William Ferguson to emancipate his negro slave Sam Houston ; 
read first'time, i : 
On motion of Mr. Fields the House proceeded to the orders of 


the day. 
l ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
A bill to be entitled an act amending an, act, providing for the 
payment of jurors, approved March 18, 1548 ; read second time. 
Mr. Shea offered a substitute for said bill, which was read, and 
on motion of Mr. Fields, the bill and substitute were referred to 
the Judiciary committee. 

. Avbill, to-be entitled an act; creating the county of read 
second time. Mr. Cochran moved to fill the blank by inserting 
the name-of Tarrant.‘ ,carried—and fon motion of Mr: Willis, re- 
ferred to the commiltee on County, Boundaries. ee 

A bill to beentitled an act-tó aniend;an- act, to regulate publie 
printing’; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Whittlesey, 
referred to the committee on Public Printing. " : 

-À bill to be entitled an.act, providing -for the payment of Ju- 
xors; read second time, and on niotion of Mr. Williams, referred 
to the Judiciary eommittee. ^. ^, v —- 

A bill to be entitled an-act amending: an aet, establishing’ more 
permanently the seat of justice of ‘Collin ¢dunty, appravedisan - 
unary. 12, 1848 ; read second time, and on metion of Mr. Bogart 
laid on the table for the present. . ~ | 
_ A bill to be entitled an act, to define the-time of holding courts 
iu the 5th Judicial District ; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Sterne, laid on the table for the present. 

A bill to.be entitled an aet, to create the 12th Judicial District; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Clements, referred to the 
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Judiciary committee; 
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The resajition calling for information of the. Commissiober of | 


the General -Land Office, which wast laid ofthe table one day for 
consideration $ WAS, rend, atid adopted. ) 4a - C E Y 
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retary of State to have delivered to his order, a number of Spat- 
ish documents now filed in the clerks office in the county of Nac- 
ogdoches ; read first time. | AM 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the Senate's bill to be entitled an 
act toineorporate the Austin College, was taken up and read 
first time. ; . 

On motion of Mr. Crump of Austin, a committee on Military 
Affairs was appointed. The chair appointed Messrs. Crump of 
Austin, Smith of Shelby, Holland and Bee, said committee. — ' 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the House adjourned until Monday, 

- 10 o'clock, A. M. AT , 


n 


Austin, November 12th, 1848, 


Huse met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum pre- 
sent; absentees, Messrs. Bryan, Crump of Austin, and Cramp 
of Bexar. Journals read and adopted. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the Finance committee, made the fol- 
lowing report : " i . 

CowmMrrTEE Room, November 12th, 1848. 
To the Hon. C. Q. Keenan,’ ME 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

T'he committee on Finance, to*whom was referred a bill regu- 

lating the pay of Electors, have considered the same and seeing 
*the necessity of a law of that kind, have prepared a substitute 

herewith submitted, and respectfully recommend its adoption and 
. passage by the House. ~ AP 

Report read and laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. j 

Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, chairman of the committee on 
Privileges and Elections, made the following report : 

. CoMMITTEE Room, November.12, 1849. *. 

Hon. C. G. Kepnan, ; * ! 

Speaker of the House af Representatives A 

Your committee on Privileges and Bléotions, to whom wase- 
ferréd a resolution of the House, calling on: thér ‘to «ascertain to 
whom were the votes setürndd':thet& were etist.for the offide-df 
Commissioner of the Generalidzümd'Offide ob. dive‘ 6th -Hf i a 
last; beg leave to report: tat, aftér:an investigation, they fin@they 


* 


* 


vi 


. ni 


"yere: returned to i Secretary of State, and ard new on file in > 


: his£óffice. 
. Report recéived. l 
. Mr: Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on head 
Bills, reported the following : 
Hovsz OF REPRESENTATIVES, November 12, 1849, 


— r 


To the Hon, C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: — 

The committee on Eingrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an aet appropriating five thousand dollars for the contin- 
- gent expenses of both Houses of the Legislature; also,.a bill to 
be entitled an act to extend the eastern boundary of the State, of 
Texas, so as to inelude within its limits the westein half of Sa- 
bine Pass, Sabine “Lake and Sabine River, up to the 32d degree of 
north latitude, and find the'same correctly engrossed. 

Report read and adopted. 

Mr. Hardeman of Travis, presented the petition of John Fre. 
deridk for rélief, which was read, and, on motion was referred. to 
the committee on Claims and Accounts. p 

Mr. Lewis offered thé following resolution : 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives, i in connection 
with the Honorable Senate, will go into the electien of some 
suitable person or persons to print the Laws and Journals of the 
present session, on Saturday the 17th inst. ; read and laid on the 


table one:day for consideration. 


Mr. Dickson offered the following : ' 

Resolved, That the committee on the Land soe Be be, and iii 
are hereby instructed to examine into the cehdition of. the | game 
and report as soon as practicable ; read and adopted,” 

' Mr. Bee introduced' a bill to be entitled an act to enable{hé 
claimants to lands lying west or north of the river Nueces, to in- 
stitute proceedings to try the ae their claims ; read, first 
time. 

Mr. Lott introduced a bill to be entitled an act to seeure to all 


‘ citizens "within the limits of the colony grant to Mercer ; 
_ others, commonly. known and styled as Mercer's bastions 
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fice, in regard to the grant of land made by the goyernment.of 


Texas’ to Peter's and othérs, commonly known as Peters colany;, 
read and aid on the table one day for consideration. = > 

Mr. Whittlesey introduced a bill to be entitled an act to provide 
for admitting to record, in this State, notarial, deeds and bills of 
sale executed in the State of Louisiana; read first time. 

Mr. Burney offered the following- resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Military Affairs be, and they 


‘are hereby requested to inquire into the propriety of erecting an 
‘Arsenal for the reception and safe keeping of the arms and 


munitions of war belonging to the State, which are at present go- 


ing to destruction, and that they report by bill or otherwise ; read 


and adopted. 

Mr. Lewis offered the following resolution: - l 

Resolved, That there shall be elected by the House of Repre- 
sentatives, a Reporter; whose duty it shall be to report fully from 
day to day the business of the House, and whose compensation 
shall be the same as that allowed to the Clerks of the House ‘of 
Representatives. 

Me. Burney offered the following amendment : 

Be it further resolved, There shall be a Chaplain with the 
like salary. 

"Mr. Rufsell offered the following as a substitute to Mr. Lewis’ 
resolution : . . 

An act to provide for and to aüthorise the election of Chaplain 
and Reporter for the Legislature of Texas. ; 

Secrion Ist. Be i$ enacted by the Legislature of the State 
of Texas, That each or either House of the Legislature afore- 
said, will, at a time to suit their own convenience, elect a Chap- 
lain and Reporter, or either of said officers as may suit the views 
of the respective Houses of the Legislature. » 

Sec. 2d. Be it further enacted, That the per diem pay of 
the Chaplain or Reporter, as the case may be, shall be fixed by 
the Legislature. 

Sec. 9d. Be it further enacted, That this act take effect 
from and after its passage. : 

Mr. Runnels moved to reject the substitute, original and 
amendments. 

Question on the adoption of the substitute was put and lost, 

Question on Mr. Burney's amendment was put and the amend- 
ment adopted. ; 

Mr. Tarver moved a division of theresolution. ~- . <~ 

Mr. Fields moved to postpone the original resolution, an 

; 4 n i 


e 9, 


Rv] 


* 


.Lott; Paee, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Shea, Smith of Red R 
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A quorum being present, Mr. Lótt?inóved a suspensioh of ‘the 
cal sVeavifed. ^ 7 NEMORE de D & 
. The qitéstion recntring ón Mr, Fields’ motion to postpone, 
‘upon which the ayés and noes being called for stood thus: 
'KvEs— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, 
Diekson, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Harde- 


‘man of Travis, Holland, Jowers, McNairy, Polk, Runnels, Sel-. 


inan, Shaw, Stapp, Sterne, Taylor and Wren—21. 
'Nogs—-Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Johnson, Lewis, 
Lloyd, Lott, Millican, Pace, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Shed, 
Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, 
Whittlesey, Williams and Wilson—22 ; so the House refused to 
postpone. 
Qiiestion’ on the division of the resolution was:put and lost. 
Mr. Taylor ‘moved to indefinitely postpone the resolution as 
amended, upon which the ayes and noes were called and stood 
thus: TEN N 
AvrS— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, 
Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Hardensan of. Na- 
cogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Jowers, McNairy, 


. Polk, Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Stapp, Sterne, Taylor and Wren— 
Ao a " 


Nors—Messts.. Bee, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Johnson, Lew- 
is, Lloyd, Lott, Milliean, Pace, Reynolds, Russell, Seott, Shea, 
Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stewart, Tarrant, Tar- 
ver, Whittlesey, Williams and Wilson—22; so the House refus- 


ed to indefinitely postpone the resolution, LS 4 i 


Mr. Stewatt moved a division of the resolution. 
Mr. Wren offered to amend as follows: Provided, however, 


‘that no officer of the Legislature shall recéive more than thres 


dollars per day ;- rejected. 
Question on the adoption of the resolution gs amended, upon 


à 
d, 
en, 


which the ayes and' noes were called and stood thus : 
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land, Jowers, McNairy, Millican, Polk, Runnels, Selman ' 
Stapp, Sterne, Taylor, Whittlesey and Wren 25 ; SO the [o 
refused to adopt the resolution. 8m 
Mr. Stapp offered the following resolution : i 
Resolved, That a committee consisting of one member from 
each judicial distriet be appointed by the chair, whose duty it 
shall be to draft resolutions containing snitable instructions to 
our Representatives In the United States Congress, relative to ad- 


ditional new post routes in this State, and report the result of 


their deliberations as soon as practicable; read and adopted. 
Whereupon the Chair appointed the following committee : 

Messrs. Stapp, Bryan, Hardeman of Travis, Tarrant, Bee, 
Sterne, Taylor, Shea, Johnson and Cochran. 

Mr. Lott introduced a bill to be entitled an aet making addi- 
tional appropriations for the purposes of education ; read first 
üme. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary Mr. Raymond, informing the House that they had passed a 
bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to incorporate the town 
of San Augustine. l 

Mr. Runnels introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the third section of an act to regulate the public printing ; read 
first time. 

Mr, Bogart introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend an 
actauthorizing and requiring County Courts to regulate roads, 
appoint overseers, ete, approved March 15, 1848; read first 
time. 

Mr. Charlton offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be required to take 
into cousideration the propriety of making some provision by 
which the officers of the county shall be paid their services in 
State cases in which conviction shall be had and the defendants 
are unable to pay the costs of the prosecution ; read and adopted. . 

Mr. Burney introduced a bill to be entitled an act to provide for 
the payment of Assessors and Collectors their fees on land sales 
for taxes for the year 1846 and purchased for the State; read first 
time. l 

Mr. Bee introduced a preamble and joint resolution requesting. 
our Senators and Representatives in the United States Congress, 
to bring before the Government of the United States the import- 
ance of an arrangement, between the aforesaid Government and 
. Mexico, for the mutual delivery of fugitives from justice of either 


t 


- Government ; read first time. 


* On motion of Mr. Burney the House proceeded to the 
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CUR bill to be entitled an act to permit Willianr ferguson of Ty- 
ler county, to emancipate his negro slave Sam Houston ; read se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the com- 
mittee on State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change thenames of persons there- 
in named ; read second time, and, motion of Mr. Taylor, ordered 
to be engrossed. E B 
* The Chair announced a communication from the Commission- 
‘er of the General Land Office, and, on motion of Mr. Lott, the 
same was taken up and read. - | or 

Mr Lott moved that the communication and accompanying 
documents be referred to the committee on the Land Office. _ 

On motion of Mr. Russell the same was referred to the commit- 
tee on County Boundaries. 


A bill to be. entitled an act to repeal the second section of an 


act prescribing the punishment for cutting down and carrying 
away or destroying trees or timber upon any iand, without the 
consent of the owner; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Lewis, was referred to the cominiftee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide an appropriation for the 
payment of the mileage and per diem pay of the members of the 
Legis'ature of the State of Texas’; read second time and order- 
cd to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled an act to nmend an act entitled an act es- 
tablishing more permanently the seat of justice of Collin county, 
approved January 8, 1848. 


Mr. Franklin offered the following amendment: after the word 
“amend” in the first line of the titie, insert “the second and third 
sections.” In the first section after the word Texas in the se- 


cond line insert the following: that the second section of said 
act shall be, and is hereby amended so as to read as follows: ` 


Secrion 2d. Be it further enacted, That the proceeds aris- 
ing from the sale of said lots in said town, or from other dona- 
tions, shall be applied under the direction of the county court, 
first for the erection of public buildings in said town; that the 


commissioners named in the first section of the act, the sections ` 


“Whereof are hereby amended, after the word Texas in the second 

litte, first section, strike on! all down to the word. “ be, and they, 

&c." ‘In the second section, strike out the words “section'second, 

È it firther efiacted”- Tr the: third séction strike outithe Words 
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section 4th and insert section 3d, and &ftér-the word enacted, in 
the first line, insert that the third section of said act shall be, and - 
is hereby amended, so as to read aś follows: aa 

Sec. 3d. Be it further enacted, That this aet shall take effect 
from and after its passage. DN 

Amendments adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Bogart, the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed. : 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal a portion of an act entitled 
an act to give to each corporate county in this State, its own 
county surveyor, map and records, approved March 20th, 1848; 
zead, and, or motion of Mr. Bee, was ordered to be engrossed. 
_ A joint resolution relating to Spanish documents in the office 
of the county clerk of Nacogdoches county; read second time 
and referred to the committee on State Affairs. - 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal in part an act anthorizing 

-the appointment of a fiscal agent, approved March 20, 1849 ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Lott, referred to the com- 
nittee on Finance, 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Austin College ;- 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the 
committee'on Education. . 

On motion of Mr. Diekson, the House adjourned unti] 3 
o'clock, P: M. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 
House met—roll called —quorum present. . 
Mr. Dickson, by leave of the House, offered the following 
“resolulion : B i = 
Be it resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be, and 
they are hereby required to report a bill for the consideration of 
this House, making provisions for the reinstatement of suits in the 
several courts of this State, when the original records and plead- 
ings have been consumed by fire, ete. ; read and adopted. 
: Mr. Bryan, by leave of the House, made the following report : 


T'o the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Education, to whom was referred an act to 
amend an act to establish and incorporate Rutersville College, ap- 
proved February 5th, 1840, have had the same under considera- 
tion and instructed me to report the biJl to the House and reecin- 
“mend its passage with the following. amendments : stmkeot be 
words “be it further enncted,” in,the sections second and third, 

allof which is respectfully submitted. . 


* 
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Report read and laid on the table to come up among the orders 


ay... 
Ur Mr of Mr. Clough, Mr. Fie! ds was'tdded to the coim. 
mittee on State Affairs, : 

' On motion-of Mr. Fields, Mr; Dickson was, added to the com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. Russe!l moved that the Housé do now proceed fo count the 
votes tuken on the 6th day of August last, for and against the 
amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Scott moved to.refer the same to a Select committee ; lost. 

‘Mr. Wilson moved that the Chair appoint tellers to count the 
votes by counties ; lost. 

Mr. Lewis moved the House adjourn until to-morrow moring 
at 10 o'clock ; lost. 

Mr. Fields moved that the chief Clerk be instructed to trans- 
mit to the Senate the votes taken on the 6th: day of August last, 
for and against.the amendment of the Constitution, in accordance 
with their request. 

Mr. Jowers moved that the votes be now opened nnd read and 
all other information that may have been transmitted by the Se- 

.Cretary of State ; cariied. 

Mr. Lewis moved to suspend the reading of the returns of the 
votes for and against the amendment to the Constitution ; .lost, 
| Mr. Bryan moved to refer ue rernm from ihe Secretary of 
State’s office, to the Judiciary committee ; lost. 

Mr. Tarrant moved to reconsider the vote just had requiring 
the-returns of the votes upon the amendment to the Constitution 
to be read. - 

'The question was then put, shall the House suspend the farther 
reading of the returns? The ayes and noes being called dor 
stood thus: 

Avrs—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Burney, Clements, Crump of 
Bexar, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Lewis , Lott, 
McNairy, Polk, Scott, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, 
Sterne, ‘Tar rant, Tarver, Taylor, Whittlesey and Williams— 21. 

Nors— Messrs, Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, 
Crump of Anstin, Dickson, Fraiklin, Hardeman of Travis, Hol- 
land, Jowers, Lloyd, Millican, Pace, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Shea, 
Stapp, Stewart and Wren—22 ; sp.the House refused to suspend 
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: de November 13, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorynr 
resent. ` rye FOU 
: On motion of Mr. Clements the Honorable E. H. Winfield, 
from the district of Cameron, came forwaid, took the oath of of- 
fice and his seat. ps i 
Mr. Cochran presented the petition of J. G. Newton, praying 
for relief; read and referred to the committee on Claims and Ace 
counts. EE. 
` Mr. Clough presented the petition of Peter P. Hardings, pray- 
ing for relief ; read and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. l 
Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, presented the petition of Fran- 
ces Wilson, formerly Frances Robinson, praying for relief; read 
and referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. ~ 
Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 


following report: 
CommitTEE Room, Nov. 13, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
: Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Finance, -to whom was referred, an act fo^ 


repeal in part an act authorizing the appointment of a Fiscal 
Agent, approved March 20, 1848, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have unanimously agreed that said act ought to 
be repealed. As the bill referred to the committee only proposes 
to repeal in part, the committee have deemed it necessary to pre- 
pare a substitute, which is herewith submitted for the considera- 
tion of. the House; report read and laid on the table to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Clongh, chairman of the committée on State Affairs, made 
the following report: 

- *. Committee Room, Nov. 13,.1849. . 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, ' 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Your committee, fo whom was referred the returns from the 

several counties in this State of the names of persons voting on 


. the proposed amendment to the Constitution, after having care- 


fully examined the same, are prepared to say, that they are ftilly 
satisfied, that a majority of all the citizens of this State voting for 
tepresentatives, have voted in favor of such proposed amendment. 
They further beg leave to say, that they have compated said re- 
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Honorable bady. All of which is most respectfully submitted by 
your cotamittee ; report received and actepted. - 
Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on-Federal Relations, 
made the following report: l o . 
To the Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
The undersigned chairman of the committee on Federal Re- 
lations, to whom was referred such portion of the Governor's 
Messazé as relates to the county of Santa Fe, beg leave to state 
that the committee have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed metoreportthe following preamble and resolntions: 
PasawBLE.— Whereas, that portion of the State of Texas, 
known as the county of Santa Fe, was occupied by the troops of 
the United States, and a military government established therein, 
during the pendeney of the war between the United States and 
Mexico; and whereas, upon protest being entered by the govern- 
ment of the State of Texas against such action upon the part ofthe 
United States, the Federal Executive asserted, through Mr. Buch- 
anan, his Sectetary of State, that the occupancy of New Mextco 
by the troops of the United States was temporary, and that the 
government over it was military in its character, and that it would 
cease on the conclusion of a treaty of peace with Mexico; and 
whereas, althotigh the war has long sinee ceased and the treaty 
of peace has long since been concluded between the United 


States and Mexico—the forces of the United States continue to’ 


hold possesston of the said county of Santa Fe, within the said 
State of Texas, in violation of the declared intentions as afore- 
said of the Federal Execnfive—in violation of the rights of the 
citizens of the State of Texas, as individual members of the con- 
federacy, and iu solemn violation of the sacre rights of a free 
and sovereign and independent State. And whereas, it is the, 
earnest desire of the people of the State of Texas to preserve 
peace and harmony, and to ‘perpetuate those fraternal relations 
which should ever exist between the various States of the confed- 
erac y —demanding nothing but whatis right, upon the one hand, 
itis thel: equal determination upon -the other, to submit to noth- 
ing that is wrong, but maintain at all hazards their blood bought 
rights, npon every inch of their territory as laid down and recog- 
nized by the articles of annexation. 7 
Be it therefore resolved. by the Legislataré of the State of 
Tekas—thdt the Gevertior be, and he is hereby empéwered, au- 
thorizéd ^ ànd instructed to despatch a special comrhiskioner to 
Washington. City, to ascertain the exact views -Bf the ®ederal 
Gévéiftitét ide? rele sche codhide or Santa Fe iat ti day 
the same before the Legislature watii thet [reseih Yessir ur 
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Resolved, "hat further action by the Legislature on the sub- 
ject of Santa Fe, be. postponed -until the receipt .of the-report of. 
the said Commissioner. _ _ a į 

Resolved, That the sum of -» dollars, and the same îs- 
hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, to defray the expenses of the commissioner to 
be appoiuted under the first resolution ; read first time. ao 

Mr. Taylor moved to suspend. the rule for the second readin 
of the foregoing preamble and resolutions; lost. : 

Mr. Bryan, chairman of the conimittee on Education, made the 
following report : 7 
d Commirtere Room, Nov. 12, 1849. 

To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Education, to whom yas referred an act to 
exempt buildings designed and used for purposes of education or 
public worship from taxation, instruct me to report to the House 
a substitute for the same. The original bill and substitute, 1 here- 
with report, and by instructions from the committee. reconmend 
the adoption and passage of the snbstitnte. All of which is re- 
spectfully submitted; report read and laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Dickson, chairman of the committee on Publice Printing, 
made the following report: 

N 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The commitfee on Public Printing, to whom was referred an 
act to he entitled an act to amend an act, to regulate the public 
printing, have had the ‘same under consideration, and beg leave 
to report the annexed snbstitute, and reccommend its passage. 

Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County Boun- 
daries, made the following report : 


_  ComMiTTEE Room, Nov. 12, 1849. 
'To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred, 
an act, creating the county of Tarrant, also, an act creating the 
cotinty of Ellis, have duly.considered the same, and respectfully 
recommend their passage ; report received to come up among the 
ordets of the day. EM 3, a 

Mn Millican, chairman. of the. commaittee-on, Claims. and Ae, 
counts, made-the following tepext i... HE ae C 
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TE COMMITTEE: Room, Nov. d 1849, m 
To, the Hou. C LG. ‘Keenan, E 
l Speaker of.. ike House of M eas 
"The committee on Claims and. Accounts, to whom was referred | 
the petition of William T. Jackson, have had the same under 
consideration, and a majority of the committee have instructed- 
me to report the same back to the House, and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same, and that the petition 
with the accompanying documents, be referred to the committee ^ 
on Military Affairs, it being the appropriate committee ; read and 
adopted. 
Mr. Millican, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the foll owing report : 
Commitrren Room, Nov. 18, 1849. 
To ii Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was refer- 
red the memorial of Henry Turvister, have had the same under: 
consideration. Your committee are satisfied from the evidence be- 
fore them, that the petitioner did sustain the loss as alleged in his 
petition, bnt there is no evidence before the committee that the 
petitioner has not been remunerated for the loss as alleged in his 
petition. A majority ofthe committee have instructed me to report 
the petition back to the House for its consideration. and that te 
committee be discharged from the further consideration of the 
same ; read and adopted. 
Mr. Millican, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made thie following report s | 
CowmMrTTEE Room, Nov. 13, 1849. 
To the Hon. C, G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 5. 
The committee n Claims and Accounts, to whom was refer- 
red that part of the Governor's Message relating to the payment . 
‘ofthe mounted volunteers, have had the same under consideration ° 
and a majority of the committee have instructed me to report the 
same back to the House, and reconimend that it be referred to tie 
committee on Military Affairs ; ; read and adopted. 
Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
id made the following inus : 
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and fordther purposes, and find the same correctly engtosged ; | 
also, a bill to be entitled an act, to provide an appropriation for 
the payment of the mileage and per-diem pay of the members of 
the Legislature of the State of Texas; report adopted. ` `` 

Mr. Lloyd, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges and’ 
Ferries, made the following report: i . 

, CowmMiTTEE Room, Nov. 12, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, ` 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


- The committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, to whom was 
referred an act repealing in part the 6th section of ah act, au- 
thorizing and requiring the county courts, to.regulate roads, ap-. 
point overseers, etc., have had the same under consideration, and 
considering it necessary to re-enact the entire section. have pre- 
pared a substitute which is submitted, and -which they recom- 
mend to the favorable consideration of the House; report receiv- 
ed to came up among dhe orders of the day. - 

Mr. Bryan offered the following resolution : 

Whereas, there is a meritorious class of cur citizens, who are. 
fast passing away, who, by their intelligence, energy, enterprise, 
and valor redeemed Texas from a wilderness, fought its battles, 
and achieved its indepéndeuce, and whereas, many of them have 
been maimed for life in the service of their country, and are 
growing old and are now necdy, requiring the parental armof the 
General Government to be thrown around them, and, whereas, 

_the flag for which they fought and the sovereignty they won at 
great cost and peril to them, have been transferred with thé rev- 
enues of Texas to the government of the United States, there- 
fore— Resolved, that the committee on Federal Relations, be in- 
structed to obtain the necessary data for, and report to the House 
an appropriate memoria? to the General Government, to place on 
the pension list of said government, the names of all those Tex- 
ians who were wounded in the battles of the Texian Revqlution; 
and also, to report resolutions of instiuctions to our Senators and 
requesting our Representatives in Congress to use their best ef- 


forts to secure the accomplishment of the object proposed ; read 


and adopted. ] 
Mr. Clough introduced the following bill, to be entitled an aet, 
to incorporate the Marshall Cemetery ;. read first time. : 
Mr. F'ields offered the following resolution: ©. - M 
Résolved, That, the Judiciary 'contmittee'ttike into consider- 
ation the propriety of so changing the faw for theappolutmeh 
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Justices of thé peacé anid: Gonstables, as fo abolish the practice of 
; éonimissioniig said ‘officers ; read and adopted. 
Mr.. Williams offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on Military Affairs, be instructs, 
ed to enquire into the expediency of ordering a sale of all milita- 
ry supplies belonging to the late Repubtic of Texas, not included — . 
in the compact of annexation—and report by bill or otherwise ; 
read and adopted. i 

Mr. Lewis offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred that portion of the Governor's Message, relating to: 
the payment of the mounted volunteers on our frontier, be re- 
quired at the same time to censider upon and report to this House 
the propriety of paying the three companies raised in October 
1848. for the same purpose by order of the Governor; adopted. 

Mr. Lott introduced a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the. 
surveyor of Smith county to record -cortain field notes therein 
named ; read first time, ' 

Mr. Smith of Shelby, introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That that part of the report of the Secretary of 
State, in which it particularly recommends that the Legislature, 
authorize the Secretary of State to select some one of the other" 
publie buildings; and that the same be reserved for the use of 
his office, be referred to the committee on publie buildings, with 
Instructions to inqnire into the expediency of the same, and re- 
port by bill orotherwise ; read and adopied. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the orders ofthe day were taken up- 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Y 


e 
A hill to be entitled an act appropriating five thousand dollars 
for the contingent expenses of both Houses of the Legislature; : 
read third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled an act to extend the enstern boundary of ‘ey? 
the State of Texas, so as to include within its limits the western 
halfof Sabine pass, Sabine lake, and Sabine river, up fo the 32nd 
degree of north latitude ; read third (imé and passed. 
A bill to be’ eniitled an act regu'ating the pay of electors of fe 
President and Vice President of the United States—bill substitu- i 


ted and adopted ; on motion-of, Mr. Fields, the bill was ordered ta 
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its caption and referred to the Judiciary committee, * Mr. Scott, 
moved that 100 copies be printed forthe'use of the’ House; lost.. 
Question on Mr. Bogart’s motion was put and carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act, to secure to all citizens within the 
limits of the colony grants to Mercer and others, and his asso- 
ciates, commonly known and styled as Mercer’s colony, to which. 
they are entitled as colonists; was on motion of Mr. Lott, read. 
by its captian, and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to amend the 3d section of an act, to regulate the public 
printing ; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Fields refer- 
red to the committee on Pnblic Printing. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the act to incor porate the 
town of San Augustine, (from th» Senate,) read first time. 

A bill to change permanently the name of Daniel Richardson 
Kaufman, to Daniel Kaufinan Richardson; read first time. 

A preamble and joint resolution, requesting our Senators and” 
Representatives in the United States Congress to bring to the 
notice of the General Government, the importance of an arrange- 
ment with the government of Mexico, for the delivery of fugi- 
tives from Justice from either government; read second time and 
on motion of Mr, Dickson, referred to the committee on Federal 
Relations. 

A bill to be entitled an aet to amend an act authorizing and 
requiring the county conrts to regulate roads, appoiut oversecrs, 
etc., approved March 15, 1848 ; read second time, and on motion 
of Mr. Bogart, referred to the committee on Roads, Diidges, F'er- 
ries, etc. | : 

The resolntion offered by Mr. 'Tarver on yesterday, requesting 
the Secretary of State to furnish this House with infor mation etc., 
was read, and on motion of Mr. Lott, was amended by inserting 
Mercer after the words government of Tegas to; resolution 
adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for admitting to record 
in this State, copies of notarial deeds and bills of sale executed 
in the State of Louisiana; read second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Wilson, referred to the committee on Judiciary. 

K bill to be entitled an act, making additional appropriationg 
of lands for the purpose of education ; ; read second time, and on 
motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an aet, to provide for the payment of asses- 
sors and collectors, their fees on land sold for taxes for the year 
1816, and purchased for the State; read second time,And on. mo- 
tion of Mr. Fields, referred to the Finance committee. 

A'bill to be etiitléd an act to amend; an act, tg establish and i in-. 
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“éorpdrate Rutersville College; ‘with amendrdents offered by the 
committee on Education; amendments adopted, bill read second 
time, and ou- motion of Mr. Bryan ordered"to be engrossed.— 
‘On motion.of Mr. Russell, the rule was suspended that the bill 
might be put on its final reading. Mr. Burney moved that the 
pill be read by its caption, lost—bill read third time and passed. 

Mr. Lott offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Printing, be request- 
ed to purchase for the use of the House of Representatives, five 
bound copies of the laws of the Republic and State of Texas, 
and that the same be paid for out of the contingent fund of the 
House; read and adopted. — , l 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the House adjourned until fo- 
morrow, 10 o'clock; A. M. 


Ed 
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. Austin, November 14, 1849... 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called--quorum 
present: absentees — Messrs, Jowers, Lewis, Reynolds, Russell and 
Wilson. Journals of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Franklin presented the petition of H. McClure, praying for 
relief; referred to the committee on Privaté.Land Claims. 


Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report: 


T'o the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, 
. Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee, to whom was referred so much of the Govern- ` 


or's message as relates to the heirs of those who fell with Fannin, 
and Ward, and at the Alamo, have had the same under conside- 
ration, and have instructed ‘me to report the accompanying bill 
_for their relief; and recommend its passage. There are no claims 
against the State of a more meritorious character. The last Le- 
. WEE passed an act for their relief, which was approved on 
the 


2nd of February, 1848; but the act repealing the eleventh ` 


section of the “act.to detect fraudulent land certificates,” as your 
committee believe in advertently, deprived them of the only means 
of éStablishing their claiiis. They believe m. the bill offered, 


contains sufficient grounds against apy frauds ig prse on 
the Government : Mom ich is pageoti r Sti ittéd, ' Re- 
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To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


426 
Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on, Connty Bounda- 
ries, made the following report: , . B : 


CowmMrTTEE-RooM, Nov. 14, 1849; 


The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
the question defining the boundary liue between the old counties 
of Fannin and Nacogdoches, have had the same under conside- 
ration, and deem it important that said line should be permanently 
established, and instruct me to report the foilowing bill, and re- 
commend its passage. 

Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Afillican, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following report: 


EM 


ÜosurrrEE-Roow, Nov. 14, 1849. - 


Speaker of the House of Hepresenimtivase à 

'The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
the petitition of John Frederick, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and find, from the evidence before them, that the peti- 
tioner was, on the 26th day of December, A. D. 1847 , permanently 
disabled by the firing of a cannon while in the service of the State 
of Texas, mutilating, wounding, and destroying, one of his eyes 
and his left hand, thereby losing the use of his arm. 
^ Your committee believe the claims of petitioner are meritori- 
ous, and have instructed me to report the accompanying bill for 
his relief, and recommend:its passage. All of which is respect- 
fully submitted. y 

Read a first time. j 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 


HovsE or Representrarivas, Nov. 14, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill entt- 


tled an act to repeal a portion of an act to give each corporate 
county of this State its own county surveyor, map, and records, 


. approved March 20th, 1848; also a bill, to be entitled an act to 
„amend an act.to establish and incorporate Rutersville College, 


approved February 5, 1840, and find the same correcily Shgrossed: 
. Report adopted. 

. Mr. Clements introduced a bill to be entitled an act to jncor- 
porate the city of Brownsyille;. read a first time. 
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‘Mp. ‘Sterne offered;thedfollowing resolution: — ., Fn 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing be, and they are 
héreby authorized and instructed.to contract with J. De Cordova 
& Co., for 1,079 newspapers, (the South-Western American) con- 
taining the proceedings of both Houses of the Legislature. Said 
nuinbér of papers to be furnished weekly, or a.proportionate num- 
ber of each issue, for the use of the members of the House: pro- 


r 
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vided, the cost of each paper shall not exceed three cents—to be 


paid for out of the contingent fund of this House. — 
Be it further resolved, That the postage on said papers be 
paid out of the contingent fund of the House. ` 


‘Rejected. ; 
On motion of Mr. Bogart, the-orders of the day were taken up. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that Messrs.-Grimes, Latimer, Pease, Van ‘Derlip, and Moffett;, 
were appointed a special committee on Apportionment, to act with 


‘a like committee on part of*the House, to report a bill apportion-. 


ing Senators and Representatives; also, Messrs. Van Derlip, Por- 
tis, and Wallace, a committee to act with a like committee on 
part of the House of Representatives, to draft a remonstrance to 
the Congress of the United States in relation to the territory of 
“Santa Fè. ; 

A communication was received from the Senate, requesting the 
House of Kepiesentatives, through their Speaker, to transmit to 
the Senate, all such information relative to the sta'e prison, or 
penitentiary, as was furnished by the Governor of the State. . 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the desired information was forthe. 
with transmitted to the Senate. : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 6th section of an act 
authorizing the county courts to regulate roads; appoint overseers, 
&c., approved March 15, 1848, substituted by the committee, and 
substitute adopted ; and, on motion of Mr. Dickson, was ordered to 
be engrossed. . . jue © 

À bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to jregulate the public printing, approved March 8, 1848— the 
committee reported a substitute; adopted, and made the special 
order of the day for to-morrow. NE 

Mr. Tarrant offered a substitute for the above substitute; and, 
upon motion of Mr. Bryan, the bill and substitute were made th 
onder pt. ta.day at 3 olclogk touponrow, + ed 
A pill fe besepti le An Act creating the county ef Tarrant; 
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read a second time, and, on motioti'of Mr. ‘Whittlesey; order to 
be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled an act creating the ‘county of Eitiy, 


read a first time. 
Report of the committee on Federal Belations. 
Mr. Fields moved the reading of the-report be postponed until 


. 8 o'clock. 


Mr. Wilson moved to lay the report on the table for the present ; 


car ried. 


' A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the surveyor of 
Smith county to record certain field notes therein named. ~- 

Mr. Lott moved the reading of the bill by its caption ; lost: 

Mr. Lott moved to'refer the bill to the committee on J udiciary ; 
carried. * 

A bill to be entitled an act to exempt buildings designed and 
used for purposes of education and public worshi p from. taxation, 
with a substitute from the committee on Education ; substitute 


"adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Stewart, was amended by insert. 


ing the words “public cemeteries” after ‘the word * buildings" i in 
the second line, 1st-sec. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an fact to repeal, in part, an act authori- 
zing the appointment ofa fiscal agent, approved March 20, 1848, 
with substitute from the committee on Finance; substitute adopted. 

Mr. Fields moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Bryan moved to lay the bill on the table; which motion 
prevai'ed. 

Mr. Dickson offered the following resolution, by leave of the 
House: 

Be ti resolved, That a special committee be appointed, con- 
sisting of one member from each senatorial district, to nct in 
conjunction with a like committee on the part of the Senate, 
whose duty it shall be to report a bill apportioning the senators 
and representatives of the Legislature of the State of Texas under 
the last enumeration. 

Adopted. > 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Marshall Ceme- 
tery; read a 2nd time, and, on motion of Mr. Clough, referred 
to the Judiciary committee. 

A. bill to change permanently the name of Daniel Richardson 
Kaufman, to Daniel Kaufman Richardson, was read a second 
time, and passed to its 3rd reading. 


A bill to be.entitled an act to provide an appropri (ibi Lye 
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A bill to amend thé act to iheorporaté the town of San. Awgus- 
.tine; reada 2d’time, and passed to its’ 3td retailing. DAE E 
. On motion of Mr. Clements, Mr. Winfield was added to the 
‘committees on 'Publie Debt, Public' Lands, atid Internal improve- 
ments. f ae oe 
On motion: of Mr. Runnels, the House adjourned utitil to-mor- 
tow 10 o'clock, A. M, t l 
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Austin, November 15, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll. called—quorum 
present; journals read and adopted. ' . , 

Mr. Williams moved that the Hon. J. S. Gillet, member from 
Lamar county, come forward, be sworn, and take his seat. _ 

Mr. Clements presented the petition of James M. Manning, pray- 
ing for two-thirds of a league land; read and referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. : 


Mr. Tarrant presented the petition of C. C. Taylor, praying - 


for compensation of services, for compiling and making out a 
map of Robertson Land Distriet ; read, and referred- to the com- 
mittee on Claims and Accounts. 


Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
EOD 


made the following report : 
To the Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom an act entitled an 
act to make valid the acts of 'T'hos. R. Hill, as clerk of the Dis- 
trict Court of the county of Titus, was referred, have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report : 
that they deem the acts of the said clerk valid so far as the pub- 
lic are concerned, the said Thomas R. Hill being clerk, de 
facto, as well as of right. But as the bill may have atendency to 
remove doubts in the minds of the people of the county and pre- 
vent litigation, owing to difference of opinion—they report the 
bill back to the House, arid recommend its passage. At the same 
time they veð leave to report the accompanying act, to regulate 


the election of clerks of the District ‘Courts—as they deem the” 


3d sectión of the act approved March 20, 1848, entitled an aot to 
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. dedine the time of holdingveleetieus for the séveral State ancieayn- 
ty officersand for, Representatives tothe United: States Cengress, 

. conflicts with the 11th seetion and.dth nrtiéle of the eonssitution 
—and will lead to contests for the office between those who haye 

. been elected since the- first Monday in August, 1846; and hose 
who may be elected under said act, on the first'Monday in An- 
gust, 1850, ‘The clerks wher onee elected are entitled under the. . 

. constitution to hold their office for four years after their-elegtion ; 
hence the term of office of all those who have been elected since 
the first Monday in August, 1846, will not have expired on the 
first Monday in August, 1850. They report the accompanying 
act on the subject, believing it free from constitutional objection, 
and recommend its passage : 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the election of clerks of 
the District Courts, in the several counties ; read first time—bill 
and report laid on the table to come up among the orders of the 

ay. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report : . 

To the Hon. C, G, KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House ef Representatives: 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Mary Gillespie, praying that an act might be passed permitting 
her to adopt Susan Lavinia McGuflin, infant daughter of Samuel 
abd Mary E. McGuffin, both deceased, late of Grimes county, 
have had the same under consideration, and instruct me to-report: - 

. that the prayer of the petitioner is reasonable—her kind care and 
maternal attention to the child exhibit feelings so natural and so 
honorable ,to her sex, that your committee recommend that her 
prayer be granted, and for that purpose, do report the accompany- 
ing bill : ^ . . 

A bill to be entitled an aetto permit Mary Gillespie to adopt 

. Susan Lavinia MeGuffin infant daughter of Samuel and Mary 

- E. McGuffin, both deceased, late of the county of Grimes; read 

. first time. so 

Mr. Bryan, chairman ofthe committee on Education, made the 

: following report : TE 

COMMITTEE Room, November 14, 1849. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, : 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Educations to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act to incorporate the Austin College, have -had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to repert the 
bill to the House, with the following amendment, add to the sixth - 
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. segtionthe words, fwhitedhespnopersy obthe College ati reetta- 
„mand itd: passage, dll) obwrhick is respectiuldy subanidtsd ; read : 
rafiddaidien she table to ebfneup qmong-fhé orders of sheway. : 
g Mr: Williams, chainman of the ommittee on Indian Afairs, 
- made the following xepor&: | ^: ^5 "Cas Ric 
id zu ue ux Room, iAustiny November 15, 1849. 
: To the Hon, C. G. KERNAN, ..-” Bae PO ge 
Speaker of the Ttouse of Representatives: 
The committee on Indian Affairs,to whom was: referred: a res- 
: olution ef the House, instructing this committeetò take under con- 
sideration the propriety of requiring the, General Government to 
remove all the Indian tribes that do notproperly belong+to. Texas, 
out of the limits of the same,etc. This is a subjeet of very creat 
-importance, and one in the opinion of this committee, which 
. should be fully discussed, and nothing connected therewith omit- 
‘ted, with a hope that the General Government, may be induced 
to take ia retrospective view of it and mete delayed justice to 
Tegas. : - i Uu 
Tie history of our frontier. warfare from 1835 to the present 
day, æ history which records the naassacre of many Meritorious 
citizens, including helpless women and ehildren, istoo fresh in 
our Memory to permit us to spare the guilty. 

As garly as 1831, the United Mexican States, of which Texas 
then formed a part, saw the necessity of a treaty stipulation with 
the United States of America, by which the latter should be bound 
to retain their Indians within, the limits of that Republic, and 
prevent them from committing hostilities—and a treaty to that 
effect was concluded and ratified, as will appear from the follow- 
ing extract : 
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Treaty of the 5th of April, 1831. y 
Article XX XIII. Itis likewise agreed that the-twoe contract- 
ing parties shall by all the means in their power maintain peace | 
and harmony among the several Indian nations, who inhabit the ^ 
lands adjacent to the liues aud rivers, which form the boundaries 
of the two countries; and the better to obtain this objeet, both 
parties bind themselves expressly to. restrain by force all hostili- 1 
ties and incursions on the part of the Indian nations, livingin : 
, their respective boundaries, so that the United States of America E 
will not suffer their Iudians to attack the citizens of the United x 
Mexican States, ete., etc. Š 
- How far the United States complied with this stipulation has 3 
been iuqtired into, and the result of our investigation furnishes s 
abundant evidence thatit was complied with in mo.iastance Ly : 
the said United States, but to the contrary, that government did =e 
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directly .encontage, aud coumtenanee its violation-—the-Siew- 
nees; Delawares,. audi obher:tribes; were at the date-oft the ratifieny 
tion of this treaty retarding the Mexican settlements 'en'Red 
River, under the grant: to Wavel and others withincanion sound 
of one of their posts—the Cherokees continually. passing directly 
by said post from their new homes in Arkansas into Texas, from 
its ratification up to 1838, when the prompt action of our own 
commandants alone checked the same. 

In-addition to this, as early as 1¢35, that government, to relieve 
itself of the Caddo Indians, (who have annoyed our frontier 
more than any other tribe) included in a treaty with said Indians 
among other things that said: tribe should release its claims to all 
lands in the State of Louisiana, and remove out of the limits of 
the United States and its territories, well knowing (and intend- 
ing) that said tribe would cross the line into the Mexican territo- 
ry, there settle themselves, within a-convenient distance of their 
agent at Shrevesport, who annually paid to them annuities, etc.; 
by which they were enabled to harrass our settlements. Tlie com- 
mittee draw these conclusions from the fact that a large mount 
of this annuity was paid to them in rifles, and other munitions of 
war, and used against our citizens within a days ride of their posts. 

In 1836, Texas became an independent nation—yet violated 
no stipulation in said treaty, but fully recognized the same so far 
as it could be applied, and thereby becarhe entitled thus far to all 
the benefits aecruing to Mexico under it, which was fully and 
satisfactorily acknowledged by the United States asearly as 1838, 
in a correspondence, between our minister plenopotentiary Anson 
Jones, and Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of State, upon this subject, to- 
gether with the promises to prevent the future incursion of its 
Indians as well as remove those already from beyond our limits, 
Texas during her separate existence in;vain looked to that gov- 
ernment for a fulfilment of this promise—and whilst thus in sus- 
pense was necessarily compelled to expend large sums of money, 
draw from agricultural and other pursuits many of its citizens to 
guard our frontiers against these G hich state of affairs 
continued until our treasury became exhausted, our citizens poor, 
and compelled to desert their dearly earned homes a prey to these 
(of all other the most unprincipled) savages, by reason of their 
hatred towards thé whites, as they conceive, for mal-treatment by 
the General Government, in compelling them to remove from 
their native homes (the resting place of the bones of their fath- 
ers) to new homes west of the Mississippi—thus placed by reason 
ef the noncompliance with the stipulations of a treaty-—and the 
non-fulfilment of premises made to its plenipotentiary. ' 
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+ Texasin: this-extreme,! in order to, spare her bleeding frontier 


from the fature calamities of ar barbarous and: eruel Indiáti war—- 


the final termination of which Texas: could not expect so long 
as the United States.taus neglected: to 'obsérve its engagements 
towards her-—consented te listen to entreáties for peace frou: these 
intruders, and appointed commissioners to treat with them. -The 
question now to decide is, can the United States take advantage by 
reason of this treaty? The committee readily answer in the 
negative. It was by reaseir of the wrong on:the part ofthe United 
States, that a treaty was made, that nothing in said treaty direet- 
ly or indirectly, relieves that governmerst from the obligation of 
its treaty and promise—that said treaty reeognizes no right of soil 
: in these Indians—that each and every provision in said treaty, 
has been violated on their part. and will continue so to be,so 
long as they remain in eur limits in detached bands, ard respoti- 
sible tono general head. In addition to the unquestionable right 
which the State has, to demand of the General Government, the 
removal of these Indians (as intruders upon our soil) out of its 
limits, the committee would urge itas a wise policy on the part of 
that government: Qur frontiers are rapidly extending, and as 
they advance these Indians must necessarily fall back, and be- 
come intruders, upon the Camanches, and other large bands, 
which must result in one of two alternatives, a union of the 
whole and a general Indian war, upon our whole line of frontier, 
or ageneral war, between the different tribes—either event ealet- 
lated to retard the progress of the State. . ° 

By reference to the report of the United States special Indian 
agent, of March 2nd, 1848, the committee ‘more readily atrive at 
the first conclusion, which by all means should be avoided, when . 
in the power of the General Government so'to do, and that neth- 
ing ean more fully relieve us of such a ealamity, than the remo- 


3 


val beyond the limits. ofthe State, of the various tribes, or bands of - 


Indians, who properly belong to the United States in the mean- 
ing of the resolution referred. . 

Entertainiüg these views, the committee herewith: report a, 

preamble and resolution,.and. recommend their passage. 'Preátn- 

ble and resolutions—read first time; aig 

Mr, Bee; chairman. of .the-committee!on Publici uandss made 

- the following report: bey ioa s d T 
Qu wees Oommermen Room, Nov. 14, 1849. 
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under consideration, ànd-hiave instructed mie to present: a bit ‘for, 
their relief, and recommend its passage. 

They have also had under consideration, an act tó secure te: 
all actual settlers, within the limits of the colony grant to Peters- 


and others, commonly known as Peters’ colony, the lands to 


which they are entitled as colonists, and have instructed mete 


report the same back with amendments, and recommend ld 


adoption, and the passage of the bill. ; 

They also beg leave to report back to the House, a bill to be en- 
titled an'aet to secure to all citizens within the limits of the col- 
ony grants to Mercer ahd others, his assóciates, commonly known 
and styled as Mereer's olony, to which they are entitled as col- 
onists, without amendment, and recommend its passage. 


The chairman of the committee on Public Lands offered the- 


following bill, as an amendment, for the relief of the hetrs 6f 
Stéphen “B. McCommas, deceased : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs ‘of Ste- 
phen B. McCommas, deceased ; read first time, and laid on the 
table to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Dickson, ehairman of the committee.on Public Printing, 
made the following report ¢ 

CowmwrrrEE Room, Nov. 14, 1849, 
To the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN; 
Speaker of the House of Hepes laces: i 

. The committee on Public Printing, to whom was referred a 
bill to amend the 3d section of an act to regülate the public print- 
ing, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to re- 
port: That owing to the requisition of the constitution which 
makes it the duty of the Legislature to have the laws ‘arranged 
and digested, within five yéars- of its adoptton—they consider it 
an unnecessary work tohave marginal notes annexed to the acts 
of the present Legislature, as some steps are necéSsary to be taken 
to have the laws of the State properly codified béfore the present 
session Closes its labors ; report read, and to come up among the 
orders of the day. 


Mr. Whbitlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed . 


Bills, made the following report : 
House op RerRESENTATIVES, Nov. t5, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
' Speaker'of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bilis, hive ekaminéd.a bill'té be 
entitled an act to amend a an act entitled 4n det ‘esfabltshiti 'g more 
permanehtly the séat of Justice of Collin’ CNY: ‘approved Yan, 


"wasy-19ih, 1848, ; s 
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, Alsopa billito be entitled an act „regulating the pay of: electors 
of: Brégident. qnd Vice President of the United lx ok find 
the same correctly engrossed : report accepted. — . : 

: Mr. Fieltlá.offered ché.followitg resolation: = . .7. 

"Resolved; (the Senate concurring) 'Fhat the Legislature wilt 
go into the election of publie printer on Saturday, tho’ 17th inst. 
at.1T o'clock, A. M. ; adopted. mu 

Mr. Jowers offered the following eiia : i se 

- Resolved, -'Fhatithe Seargeaut at Arms, be and he is hereby e 
structed to purchase. two'-of. De Cordova's largest maps of the 
State of Texas, to be hung up in.the Representative Hall, andto 
be paid for out of the contingent fund ; read and adopted. 

Mr. Shea offered the following résolution: : ^ 


Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be requested ` 


to inquire into the. expediency of amending the. act authorizing 
and requiring . the county courts to regulate roads, appoint over- 
seers, etc., approved March 15, 1548, in such a manner as to pro- 
videor the substitution of a sufficient tax upon all persons liable 
to werk on tlie publie roads, in lieu of the 10 days labor now re- 

quired, and further to provide, that if at any time -the sum so 
raised shall exceed the amount necessary to be expended upon 
the roads, thie surplus shall be appropriated to purposes of edt- 

cation or the support of a and that they report by. bill or 
otherwise. 

Mr. Dickson moved Y strike ont Judiciary and insert Roads, 
Bridges, and Ferries; carried, and resolution adopted. 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill tobe entitled an aet deciaring cer- 
tain landsi that have heretofore.or may hereafter be sold Minos 
public domain ; read first time. t " 

Mr. Stewart moved the bill be rejected ; car ied: x ay 

Mr. Wren introduced à bill to beentitled-an act NOR d ‘all 
lands to be surveyed, within three months after apphiedtion shill 
be filed for the Same ; read first time. 

Mr. Hardemafitof "Travis, offered the following resolutignrs’ 

Resolved, That the committee on Militasy | Affairs, to hort 
was referredthat portion of the Governor's Message whiclae- 
lates to two companies of mounted volunteers, raised during the 
past summer for the defence of Corpus Christi and the Rio 
Grande, also to take into consideration some measures to. secure 
the payment of the respective companies, raised by Captain's 


C 


McCulloch, Roberts, Smith, Hill and Sutton, by authority of the © 


Governor. for the defence of the northern and western frontier 
during the fall of 1848, and report by bill or otherwise ; read and- 
adepted. 
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Mr. Taylor introduced a bill, to be entitled an &ct:ta amend an 
act entitled an act to raise a revenue by taxatión, approved March 
20, 1848 ; read first. time. , : 

Mr. Wilson introduced a bill to be entitled an act to exempt 
from taxation, property owned and held by Schools and Colleges; 
read first time, _ 

Mr. Winfield introduced a bill to be entitled an act to incor- 
porate the Brownsville Lyceum ; read first time. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to change t!.. name of Wil- 
Ham Lipe Walradt to William Walradt Dunlap; read first time. 

Mr. Charlton moved to take up the orders of the day. 


? 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The following communication, from the Secretary of the State, 
giving an exhibit of the census of Cameron eonnty, for 1848, &c. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Austin, Nov. 15, 1849. 
To ihe Honorable the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


Srr—lI have the honor to report to the House of Representa- 
tives, the following exhibit of the eensus of the county of Cam- 
eron, for the year 1848, this day received at this office, viz: 

Electors, : 

White males under 18 years, 806 

White males over 18 and under 

45 years, 1573 

-White males over 45 years, 96 

Total white males, : . BATS 

Total white females, 1628 

Total white population, 4103 

Total slaves - : 44 

"Fotal free persons of eolor, 92 - 

"Fotal population of the county, white and 
colored, x35 4169 


* 


a 


| 
k | 
4 ^ 3 
d c 
E ERA added to. di returns previously received and 
d reported to the Legislature, will make the iolomngs aggregates, 
| viz: 
E Total electors of the State, 26,760 Aie 
a White males under 18 years, 32,323 
| White males over 18 and ME 
a 45 years,, ` 29,059 
* White males over 45 years, 5,407 
Total white males, 66,739 
'Total white females, 52,815 
‘Total white popülatton, — . . 119,604 
Total slaves, _ 42,499 
Total free persons of color, 422 


Total population of the State returned, ' 162,525 
I have the honor to be, 
very respectfully, 
. Your obedient servant, 
W. D. MILLER, 
Secretary of State. 
Mr. Taylor moved the cofmmunication be entered on the ~ 
journals. 
Mr. Sterne, by leave of the House, offered the following joint 
resolution : 
Resolved, by the Legislature of the State of Texas, That the 
‘Comptroller of the State is hereby authorized and required to 
purchase a small log building adjacent to the General Land OF 
fice, and have the same removed, provided the same can be pur- 
chased at a reasonable price ; read first time. 
Mr. Sterne moved a suspension of the rule ; lost, 
The chair in accordance with a resolution of the House, ap- 
pointed Messrs. Dickson, Smith of Red River, Pace; Bogart, 
Lloyd, Lott, Smith of Shelby, Whittlesey, Charlton, Jowers, 
z Bryan, Scott, Barney, Millican, Hardeman, of ‘Pravis, Crump of 
x Austin, Stewart, Bee, Crump of Bexar, Clements,and Sterne, 
committee on ppportionment. 

A bill to change permanently the name of Daniel Richardson 
oe -to anil Kaufman Richardson ; ; read third time and. 
passe b 3 Ab 

À bill to incorporate the town of San Augustine ; read thind 
i B ye passed... i e f 
: n act to repea a portion of an act to` give t to Ls comparate 

cgutity OL tis S tate dis eN n COULD HR Sur y ey OF, eee 
approved March 20, 1848; read third time an dios 
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An 'a&t authorizing the Commissioner of the General Band Of. 
fice to have run, the dividing line between old’ Fannin- and Na- 
cogdoches counties; read second time. ; 

Mr. Lott moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Reynolds moved i its referenceto the committee on the Land 
Office ; lost. m 

Question on the erigrossment taken and carried. E 

Mr. Lewis offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Printing, be instruct- 
ed to divide the number of newspapers taken by the House, 
equally between the State Gazette and South-western American 
newspapers, printed in this city. e, 

Mr. Tarver offered the following, as a substitute for Mr. Lewis 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Printing be instruct- 
ed to contract with De Cordova & Co., for ten copies for each 
member of the House, of the South-Western American, to be fur- 
nished tri-weekly, provided the same does not cost more than 
three cents per paper. 

Mr. Holland offered the following as a substitute to the sub- 
stitute: 

Resolved, That it is the wish of this House, that ten copies of 
the tr i-weekly Gazette, and ten copies of the South-W estern Amer- 
ican be taken and paid for ouf of the contingent fund, and that 
the committee be authorized to contract for the same ; rejected. 

Question on Mr. 'T'arver's substitute, taken and adopted. 

' Question on the adoption of the resolution, put and carried.. 

“A bill for the relief of the heirs of those who fell with Famin, 
Ward, Travis, Grant and Johnson, during the war with Mexico. 
in 1836; read second time, and referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee, , 

A bill for the relief of John Sides read second time. a 

Mr. Fields moved to strike out 200 and insert: ‘100; carried, 

On motion of Mr. Lott, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to create the county of Ellis. E 
Mr. Tarrant moved it be read by its-caption ; lost. 
Bill read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. ; 


A bill to incorporate the city of Brownsville; rend second time. 

Mr. Bee moved its reference to the committee on Education:. 
lost. , 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the bill was referred o the commie? 
tee oi the Judiciary. 

On motion’ of ‘Mr. RCM the "Honse sdjotued esti: 8: 
o'clock, P. M. 


ek 
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3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mi. Smith'éf Red River moved the Hon. Mr. Runnels be ex- 
cused as an absentee, from this House, as he was-confined to his 
roo fiom sickness. oo p . 

The Speaker announced the bill and resolution, which Was 
made'thé order of the day for 8 o'eloek, v. m. 

. A bill to be entitled an act to veg late public printing,’ “with à: 
report of thie committee on Public Printing g, proposing a substitute. 

Mr. Lewis-offered á'substitute for the substitute ; rejected. 

Mr. Russell moved to re-refer the bill and substitute fo the comi- 

' mittee on Public Printing; carried. i 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Austin College; 
read and passed toa third reading. , 

Mr. Fiélds movéd to amend the 6th section, by siking out 
320 acres and ingert 10 acres; adopted. , 

Mr. Fields moved to take up the report of the committee on. 
Federal Relations,-and also offered a substitute for the report. 

Mr. Franklin moved the report of the Federal dommittee and 
substitute, be referred to a joint óonrmittee of the House ad Hen- 

ate; referred. 

Whereupon, the Speaker appointed Mess. Frank! in, Jowei's; 
Fields: ard Tarver, Special committée on part of the House. 

r. Lewis, by consent of the House, offered the following res- 
olution : ' 

Resolved, 'That in the election of public printer ot prihters, 
the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring) will frst 
open the proposals forand-élect a- person to print theleral imber 
ofthe faws‘of a genere? natare; and private laws, and then- shiåll 
open the proposals for and elect a person to print the journals of 
both Houses ; adopted. (n fo 

Mr. Tarrant moved the House adjourn unt 40 o'clock to- 


morrow morije, : ; 
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^ Austin, November 16th, 1849. 


House met pnrsuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present-—journals read and adopted. 
Mr. Cochran presented the petition of Joel Wilson, together 


with a bill to be entitled an aet for the relief of the heirs of said - 


Wilson, deceased. 

On.motion of Mr. Cochran, referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. Lott presented a petition from the citizens of Smith and 
Rusk counties, praying to cancel the claim to leagues No. 1, 2 
and 3, University lands. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 


Mr. Scott presented the petition of Charles Shearn, praying. 


for relief, whieh, on motion of Mr. Scott, was referred to the 
committee on Finance. * 

Mr. Franklin, ehairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report : 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of NEEN 

. The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to change the names of persons therein men- 
tioned and for other purposes, have had the same under consider- 


ation, and have instructed me to report the accompanying substi. 


tute for the original bill, and recommend its passage. 

The report and bill laid on the table-to come up-among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report : 
ComMMITTEE Room, November 15th, 1849. . 
‘To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled an act to provide for paying Ássessors and Collectors their 
fees on` land sold for taxes, for the year 1846, and'purchased for 
the State, have had said bill under consideration, and a majority 
of the committee deeming it inexpedient to pass the same, have 
instructed me to ask that it be indefinitely postponed. 

Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 


-Claims, made the following report : 
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MT eae . Commitrree Room, November 16th, 1849. 
To,the Hop. O. Ga KEENAN, . l T WE 
ios. ^J Speaker,.of the House of Representatives, ` 
The committee’ to whom was referred the-petition of Hugh 
McClure, have had.the same under consideration, and from ibe 
testimony before them, are satisfied that the claim is of a mertito- - 
rious character, and that the prayer of the petitioner should be 
granted, and have instructed me to reporttheaccompanying bill for 
his relief, all of which is respectfully submitted, 
_ A bill to be entitled an act to supply a piece of land scrip for 
six hundred and forty acres, No. 260, lost by Hugh McClure ; 
read first time, and the bill and report to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 
Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : 
House or REPRESENTATIVES, November 16, 1849, 
To the Hon. C. à. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
, The committee on Eagrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act toamend the sixth section of an act authorizing 
and requiring the County Courts to regulate roads, appoint over- 
seers, &c., approved March 16th, 1848; also, a bill to be entitled 
an act to exempt bujldings and grounds designed and used for 
purposes of education or publie worship from taxation, and find 
the same correctly engrossed ; report accepted. 
Mr. Crump of Bexar, chairman of the committee on Publie 
Debt, made the following report x, 
CommMITTEE Room, November 15th, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, l 
Speaker of the Houseof Representatives : 
The committee on the Public Debt, to whose consideration 
was referred a joint resolution having for its object the extension 
of the time within which creditors of the late Republic of Texas 
might present their claims, and to continue the provisions of the 
law of the last Legislature, so as to accomplish that end, have 
deliberated upon the same and instructed me to report that, in 
their opinion the provisions of the law (an extension of which is 
contemplated in the resoltition) and its results have been in the 
main highly peneficial to the State, and in its tendency well cal 
culated to afford positive knowledge of, and to consolidate with 
certainty and equity, the multifarious liabilities of various classes, 
and different degrees of justness with which the late Republic 
was burthened. A great. proportion of the liabilities have been 
presented, andited and classified, upon which certificates, at their 
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par valuation havé been issued; among whieh, as might well be 
supposed, are to be found many of the bateest debts! the presbatthold- 
ers of which have ħad more inferest in aseertaiming the existence 
of, and moré faéibities to avail themselves ef the provisions-and 
benefits of thé law: of the bast Legislature. "Phe committee, 


‘are however,: well satisfied that there are-a good number of evi- 


dences of debt of various kinds still in the hands-éf aetweal-citi- 


gens im all parts of ‘Texas, which have not yet been presented, 


which, if there-ean be any eomparison indulged of the justice of 
different kinds of claims, are certainly entitled io the first 6on- 
sideration of the Legislature, in consideration ef which the cem- 
mittee recommend the accompanying bill as a substitute for the 
original resolution : 0 83 ; 

A bill to^ be entitled an act to extend the provisions of an act 
entitled an act.to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Re- 
public of ‘Texas, approved March 20th, 1848; read'fiist time— 
report and bill to come up among the orders of the day. E 

Mr. Tarver offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That so much of the report of the Attorney Gener- 
al as proposes an alteration, repeal or amendment of the existing 


laws of this State, be referred to the committee on the Judiciary, 


and that they be instructed to report by bill or otherwise, as soon 
as practicable ; adopted. i : 

On motion of Mr. Williams, Mr. Gillet was added to the Ju- 
diciary, Finance and Military committees. i p08 

Mr. Williams offered the following joint resolutton : 

Joint resolution requesting thecontractor of the mail route from 
Austin to Bonham, Fannin county, to transport the mail on said 
route semi-weekly, instead of weekly, and making provision for , 
the same ; read first time. 

Afr. Bogart moved a suspension of the rule so as to place the 
resolution on its second reading ; lost 

Air. Jowers offered the following resolution : - 

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be instrneted to in- 
quire into, and report by bill or otherwise, upon the expedieney 
of providing by law for the floating or raising any headright land 
certificates which may have been located upon any land or lands, 
the legal right to which may have been or hereafter may be esta- 
blished in any other person.or persons; adopted. «æ : 

Mr. Stewart introduced a bill to be entitled an act to restore 
lands sold for taxes, and bid in by the Government, to the former 
owners ; read first time. : b. rd 

Mr. Taylor moved to take up the orders of the day ; carried. 
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mr Arbill- beserititled.am- aet to, Anery Alistine Gollége ; 
read third time. buf * DENM f Wen Cp 
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© AYEs—Messis., Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Biyab, : Burmey,:Ohprl- 
ton, Clough, Cochran, Crump of. Austin; Cramp of: Bexar, Diek- 
. Seg; Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Joblison, 
Jawers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Millican, Pace,’ Polk, Ras- 
soll; Scott. Selman, Shea, Smith of -Red River, Ssiith.af Shelby, 
Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, oat 
BE aia Wilson, Winfield and Wren Al. - E: 
Fields, Hardeman: of Nacogdeches, and Rey- 
nelds—3 ; so the bill passed by a cotistitutional imajority. 
A bill to be entitled an act to malke-valid the.acts df Thomas 
R. Hill, as Clerk of the District Court of "l'itas county, 
On motion ef. Mr.-Franklin, was ordered to-be engrossed ` 
A bill to be entitled an act to regulate, the election df Clerks 
of the District Courts in the several counties; 
On motion of Mr. Franklin, was ordered to be engrossed. 
A bill to be entitléd an act to amend the third section of the 
act to regulate, public printing, 
On motion of Mr, Fields, was laid on the table. . 
A bill to-be entitled an act tò permit Mary Gillespie to adopt 


` Susan Lavinia McGuffin, infant daughter of Samuel and Mary - 


E. McGuffin, both deceased, late of the county of Grimes, 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to secure to all actual settlers with- 
in the limits of the n grant to Peters and others, commonly 
known as Peters’ colony, the lands to which they are entitled as 
colonists, with amendments from the committee on Public Lands; 
amendments adopted. 

Mr. Lott offered the following amendment to come in at the 
end of the second section, “or remaiüed in thecolony ; “adopted. 

A message from the Senate concurring with the House of Re- 


presentatives to go into the election of publie printer, on. Satur. . 


day, the 17th inst., at LL o'elock, A. M.; and that they had also 
adopted the joint resolution, reported by joint committee of both 
Houses of the Legislature, on joint rules. > ~ 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant; ‘the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning 10 o'clock. 
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TA 2 '^odkostux)'NüVember 17, 1849. 


House met pursaant fo adjo&mmenti—roll - culled qnéram 
present— journals read and adopted. P uibs 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Sbere- 
tary, informing the House of their refusal to concur en tlie Joint 
resolution to separate the public printing. 

Mr, Tarver presented a petition praying for- the i issue of Hete 
as State Bonds, &c., for the relief of the petitioners, and, en mo- 
nt of Mr. Tarver, was referred to the committee on Public 

ebt. . 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : 

HovsE oF REPRESENTATIVES, Nov. 17, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. EENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives ; 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act creating the county of Tarrant, and find the same 
correctly engrossed ; report accepted. 

. Mr. Bryan, chairman of the Special committee, made the fol- 
lowing report: ` 
CommıtTTEE Room, Nov. 12, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Select committee, to whom were referred the rules of the 
House and joint rules, have given the same their careful atten- 
tion ; they have revised and amended the rulesof the House and 
arranged the subject matter treated of under the following heads : : 

ist. The duty of the Speaker. 

2d. Order of Business. d 

3d, Reports. 

Ath. Bills and Resolutions. 

5th. Resolutions. à 

'6th. Questions. 

7th. Decorum and Debate. 

8th. Motions. 

9th. Calls of the House. 

10th. Voting. - à 

lith. Seargeant-at- Arms. 

12th. Committees of the Whole. 

13th. Suspension and Recission. 

14th. Pay of Witnesses. 

15th. Joint Rules of the two Houses. ` 


Ë 
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— 5" weare-acted«upom in tonjunction with & 
committee. fom, the. Senaten. be, eonamoifiteg. have gate iii al 
„visah amended and’ arranged the whole, and korewitainbmiifth 
xegnitrat thein labors, all. oi which is résppetfally- repented: ie 
Teport and rules iread and Jaid on the table to eame sp naoni the 

-erdess of ,the day; - 

On. motion. of My. "Lloyd, Mr. “Whittlesey was added to the 
committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, Mr. Charlton was added tò the 
committee on Engrossed Bills. 

, A. message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the- House that they were ready, to go into the 


. . election of public printer. 


On.motion of Mr. Crump of Austin, the House took a recess- 
for five minutes, 

The recess having expired, the House was called to order. 

'The Honorable the Senate, headed by their President, appear- 
ed in the Representative Hall. The President was invited to a seat 
on the-zight of the Speaker, and the Senators to seats prepared 
for them. 

The roll of ‘the House béing called, and a quorum present, the 
Speaker announced sealed proposals from sundry pérsóns for 
printing the laws and journals. 

Fhe proposals of Messrs. Cruger & Moore, publishers of the 
Telegraph, and Messrs. Lewis & Groesbeeck, publishers of the 
"Western “Texan, are as follows: 


(To the Hon. the Senate and Biss of Hepresentiues : 


Gentlemen —'Phe undersigned, publishers of the Telegraph, at, 
Houston, and of the Western Texan, at San Antonio, hereby 
-propose to print the laws and journals of the present Legislature, 
-iñ the manner prescribed by law, at the price of one- third of one 
cent per page, which is thirty-three and one-third cents per copy 
‘of-qne {hundred pages. _ The undersigned beg leave te remark 
that with two printing offices, the laws and the journals may beth 
be under way at the same time, and thus both be furnished, at an 
early. ‘date,,and may both be distributed at the same time-and 
within afew days after the receipt of the’ last manuseript neces- 
ek fra the contpletion.of the work, All laws ef a general ma- 
wre wil) she published in tho delegraphwithoutany axtra-chenge, 

.end “this hageva more general eivcilation throughout- 
Bebop i sherSouth-Weéstefn! American, ph ake w 
diva & Cor; ane in: the words dollowingy ize: sw 
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S24 Uo ' *— Orrfok Austin, November I71; 1849. 
Tothe Hon. thé Senate and Pousi of Reproséutátises o c 


. "Hon. Gentlentesi — We, the undersigivéd; Heréby tendef forire 


printing of the laws of the State and the journals of both Houses, 


on the following'terms: Printi&g (including felding, stitching and . 


trimming the same) both the laws of a private and public natare; at 
the rate of threesixteenths ofa cent per page, which‘shall be'print- 


- ed and delivered in strict conformity with the laws passed ori this 


subject by the present Legislature. Printing the joürnals of both 
Houses of the Legislature at the rate of one-third of a cent per 
page, (including folding, stitching and trimming,) which shall, 
also, be delivered in strict conformity to law. Should we be se- 
lected as publie printers hy your Honorable body, we are ready 
to enter into security in the required amount, that we will execute 
the printing in a style equal to any other office, and furnish as 
good paper as is to be procured. We shall print the laws and 
journals, if we get the contract, with a font of new type now on 
its way hither. 

The proposals of Mr. William H. Cushney, publisher of the 
Texas State Gazette, are as follows: TA 
Austin, November 17, 1849. 
To the Hon. Senate and House of Representatives : l 

Gentlemen-—The undersigned respectfully proposes, and here- 
by stipulates and agrees, to print in a workmanlike manner, on 
good paper, within the time prescribed by law, and fold, stiteh 
and trim the same, without extra charge,the laws of the third 
Legislature, at the price and rate of one-sixth of one cent per 
page, which will be at the rate of sixteen dollars and sixty-six 
cents per each hundred copies of one hundred pages. And he 
also hereby proposes and stipulates and agrees to print in a work- 
manlike manner, on good paper, within the time and according to 
the rules preseribed by law, and fold, stitch and trim the same, 
without extra charge, the journals of -both Houses of the Legis- 
lature at the price and rate of one-fourth of one cent per page, 
which will be at the rate of twenty-five dollars for each huhdred 
copies of one hundred pages. 

These prices are just one-half of those paid for printing the 
laws and journals the by last Legislature ; and admitting that the 
laws and journals of the present, are equal in amount of work to 
those of last session the cost fo the State, under these proposi- 
tions, and the manner in which the work will be ‘dotie, wiltnot 


certainly exeeed one-third of the sum paidtast'year. Fhe un-.. 


dersigned begs to be indulged in the remark that kréis simpli pre- 
par with all the necessary materials to proceed? at ‘dire to the 
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éxecution of the publit work, in tlie efent of his being 
printer. . He is confident that he will not‘én beable to sie 
tire satisfaction as to the manner iit which the wotkmay'bedon 

bnt likewise as to the time of its, completion. ‘He tiritks*hé can 
‘have-both the laws aüd- journals ready for delivery withi i two or 
:£hree/days -nfter.the adjourninent‘of the Legislature; as “the work 
would be in progress during the sésston of the Legislature. The 


' officers and metnbers of both Houses would have an opportunity 


of inspecting it, and if need be, correcting-any.errots or omis- 
sions it might contain. * 

He would further remark, that if elected public printer, he 
would be able to give publicity to the laws immediately after their 
passage in the Texas State Gazette, which circulates in every 
county inthe State. This he would do without any extra charge. 
The undersigned can submit these proposals with no better as- 
surance that the! work will be, by him,faithfully and prompt- 
ly executed than he believes is afforded by the manner in which 
he has heretofore.performed his duty as public printer, If these 
proposals should be accepted by the Legislature, he will of course 


enter into satisfactory bonds.according to law: all of which isre- - 
. spectfully submitted. : ; 


'The foregoing proposals having beén read, the Speaker an- 


° 


nounced that the nominations for public, printer were in order, 
whereupon Mr, Lewis nominated the “ Telegraph and Texan.” 
Mr. Clough nominated Wm. H. Cushney.. 
Mr. Barney nominated De Cordova & Co. 
The Chair appointed Messrs.-Bee and Fields tellers on the part. 
of the House, l 
On motion of Mr. Smith of Red River, a committee was ap- 
pointed to wait upon the Hon: Mr. Runnels to receive his vote. 
Whereupon the Chain appointed Messrs. Smith of Red River, 
and Clements ; committee reported duty performed. . 
. The votes being told, stood as follows, those voting for the 
-Telegraph and Texan, were— 
Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Clements; Crump of Bexar, Lewis, Lott, 
Reynolds, Scott, Wilson and Winfield— L0. 
For W. H. Cashney—-. . : TEC i 
„Messrs: Speaker, Burney, Oharlton, Clough; Cochran, Crump 
of, Austin, Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Na- 
eogdeches, Hardeman. of ‘Trawis; Holand, Johnsen, Jewers, 
„Floygd, MeNoiay, ;Millican, ) Pace, Bolky Russell, Selgaan; Shaw, 


Of Bod, River, Spaith.of Shelly, Stapp, Stermeyi Stewart, . 


‘Tarrant, Tarver; Taylor, Whitt j i ; 

i ; Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams-and W ren 5594. 

: dFers)e Gordeva& Cover o sihi poan lt ne X 
Messrs. Bryan and Shea—2. 
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- oink yote: for. Cushney, | 
,¢Lelegraphand Texan; 18...) ke 
. DeCordova Con 40. 0 . ..: . c6 gs 
~- Whereupon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives, dg- 
-glared W. H. Cushney duly and constitutionally elected public 
„printer, for the ensuing two years. | 


* 


On motion of Mr. Crump of Bexar, the House adjourned to 10 


? 


. clock Monday, A. M. 
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. Austin, November, 19th, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 


_present—journals read and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, Hon. Mr. Johnson was excused as 
an absentee, being confined to his room from sickness, 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the journals of the 16th were cor- 
rected by inserting the name of Mr. Tarrant, instead of his, (Mr. 
Bogart) as the author of the motion to adjourn on last Friday to 

“Saturday 10 o'eloek, A. M. 

Mr. Polk presented the petition of R. W. Martin, Clerk of the 
District Court of San Augustine county, praying for relief, &c., 
and, on motion of Mr. Polk, the petition was referred to the com- 

‘mittee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Crump of Austin, chairman of the committee on Military 
Affairs, made the following report: : 

To the Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the 
resolution requesting an inquiry into the propriety of erecting or 
providing a suitable bnilding for the reception of the arms for- 
warded by the United States to this State, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and instruct me to make the following report: 
Upon inquiry it has been ascertained that the arms transmitted to 
Texas, as a portion of her quota from-the United States,-are in 
Galveston, and, unless spéedily attended to, in- their neglected 
condition must sustain serious damages; the committee .are, 

. therefore, of the-impression that the Adjutant-General shorldrbe 

authorized’ to have them conveyed .to the seat-of- Goveriiindnt, 

_ wherethey cau be properly attended'to; and*a suitable houseypro- 
vided for their reception. - ZEND 

The Governor informed the chairman éf the committee that 


wo MON 


he had hot called! upoti- (lib Éixeeutive of the "United: States for 
the quota Of arms to which the State is entitled, because thefe- 
had been no appropriate building provided for thei re¢eption, aid: 
no monies appropriated for their cohveyance ‘from Galveston. to 
the Capital. Ld. 

- À bill to be entitled an act to provide for the removal of the- 
munitions of war belonging to the State of Texas to the seat of 
Government; read first time. Report and bill laid on the table 
to come up among the orders of the day. . 

My. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : 


HovsE or hee oe November 19, 1849., 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act authorizing the Commissioner .of the General 
Land Office to run the dividing line between old Fannin and Na- 
cogdoches counties; also, a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief of John Frederick, who has been permanently disabled in 
the service of the State of Texas, and find the same correctly 
engrossed ; report accepted. 

Mr, Sterne offered a joint resoltition authorizing and requesting 
the Governor to procure a slab of native marble, granite, or some- 
other endurablerock, &c.; read first time. 

Mr. Crump of Bexar, introduced a bill to be entitled an aet to 
provide for the pay of the Mier prisoners ; read first time. 

Mr. Sterne’ introduced a bill to be entitled an act to permit 
guardians, in certain cases, to purchase lands ; read first time: 

Mr. Winfield introduced a bill to be entitled an act making ah 
appropriation for the pro rata pay of Thomas P. Andersen, de- 
ceased, Surgeon in the Navy of thelate Republie of Texas; fon 
first time. 

Mr. Lloyd introduced a bill to be entitled an act to preseribe 
the duties of- public millers; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, ‘the orders of the ey were taken ha 
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ments, should be re-referred tothe, Judieiary committee, on mo- 
tien ef Mr. Bogart, the ayes and..noes werd-called'for, which. 
stood as follows :. E MP 

Aves—Messrs, Speaker, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Clements, 
Clough, Crump of Austin, Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Har- 
deman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Lewis, 
Lloyd, McNairy, Millican, Polk, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Sel- 
man, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tar- 
ver, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—34. 
~ Nors—Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Jow- 
ers, Lott, Pace, Smith of Red River, Tarrant, Taylorand Wren— 
11; so the bill was re-referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A message was received. from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House that.the Senate had eoncurred in the 
amendments to a bil! to-be entitled an act to incorporate the Aus- 
tin College ; and that they had passed the following bills : 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide an appropriation for the 
payment of tbe mileage and per diem pay of the members of the 
Legislature of the State of Texas, | 

A bill to locate the seat of justice of Dallas county. 

An act supplementary to an act defining the office and duties. 
of Constable, approved 12th May, A. D. 1846. l 

An act authorizing the Governor to offer a reward for fugitives 
from justice. : f 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives, in the Congress of the United States, to urge 
upon the Congress of the United States, the passage of alaw for 
the removal of Indians. m , 

A bill to provide for running and establishing correctly the 
line between Nacogdoches and Fannin land districts. 

A bill to authorize and empower all district and county offi- 
cers to continue to perform their duties until their successors are 
elected, &c. 

Amendment to the Constitution. ; 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, Mr. Cochran was added to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

“A bill to be entitled an act to change the names of persons 
therein mentioned and.for other purposes, with a substitute; read 
third time and passed. 
^" A bill to be.entitled an. act for.the payment of Assessors and 
Gallectora their fees on Jands sold for taxes, for the year pied 
purchased, dor the, State; report adopted ang bill, indefinitely 
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six hundred and forty acres, No. 260, lost by Hugh McClure, with. 


a report from ,committee.; read second time, and, onamotion of 
Mr. Eranklin, wasordered to be engrossed... 

` A'bill to be entitled-an act to amend the sixth-section of an: 
act authorizing and requiring the County Courts to regulate roads, 
appoint overseers, &c., approved March 15th, 1848 ; read third 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Fields, was re-referred to the com- 
mittee.on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 7 ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to exempt buildings and grounds 
designed and used fcr purposes of education and public worship; 
from taxation ; read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution requesting the contractor of the mail route 
from Austin to Bonham, Fannin county, to transport the mail on 
said route semi-weekly, instead of weekly, and making provisions 
for the same. | ua : 

Mr. Smith of Red River, moved to strike out Bonbam and in- 

Mr. Williams offered an amendment to the amendment : strike 
out the word “to,” before Bonham, and insert “to Clarksville by 
way of Bonham ;” amendments adopted, and on motion of Mr. 
Fields, was ordered to be engrossed. . 

Joint resolution' granting further time for the presentation of 
any claim or demands against the late Republic of Texas, with 
a report and substitute from the committee. On motion of Mr. 
Fields, laid on the table for the present. 


A bill to be entitled an act to restore lands sold for taxes and 


bid in by the government, to the former owners ; read second 


time, and, on motion of Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, referred 
to the committee on Finance. : 


‘Texas, w as read a-Second. time, and, an motion of Mr: Williaiis , 
on the table fór the present. zd qe daa et 
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tablishing more’ pernianently the seat of justice of Collin: ‘county,’ 
approved January 12th, 1848; read third time and passed: 

Joint resolution authorizing: the Comptroller.to purchase å small 
building contiguous to the Generat Land Office, with a commu- 
nication from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, re- 
lative to the same, was read. The bill read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Charlton, ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House: 
of the adoption of a resolution raising a joint committee to pro- 
ceed to the location of the Penitentiary, for the purpose of ex- 
amining its condition, ete., and report to this Legislature ; laid 
on the table one day for consideration. 


Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Comptroller of Public Accounts is hereby 
required to furnish this House with a statement. of the quantity 
of lands sold for taxes and purchased by the State, up to the first 
inst.; what quantity has been redeemed, and as near as can be 
ascertoined what amount sold and unredeemed, belonging to re- 
sidents and non-residents; read and laid on the table one day for. 
consideration. 

Mr. Tarver offered the following seduto: 

Resolved, That all adjournments of this House shall be until 
nine o'clock, A. M. of the o day, unless otherwise spe- 
cified, and that the House will sit each day until the business on 
the Speaker's table is disposed of. 

Mr. Tarrant moved to amend by striking out “9 o'clock? and 
inserting ** 9 1-2 o'elock.? : 

Mr. Fields moved to lay the resolution on the table; lost. 

Resolution laid on the table one day for consideration. 

` A bill to be entitled an aet to compel all lands to ‘be surveyed. 
within three months after application shall be filed for the same ;. 
read second time. 

Mr. Wren moved the bill be signed: which motion was 
put and lost. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act-entitled an act to 
raise a reventre by taxation ; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Taylor, referred.to the Fináńce committée, + ' 

Mr. Whittlesey moved to take up ihe. Bill artetiiniig the” "m 
Judicial Distriet ; lost. (0 MH Sea 19 i D mba 
Ae bifl to. be -entitled an act-to exeiipt: irr tin tient ' prépett 
belomvingto sehodld. aid collages si seadksécord time tind ian 
tion of Mr. Wilson, referred to the committee on cha oroi! 
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ceuin ; reid second time, and, on thotion of Mr. Bee, referred to, 


the committee on Education. . 

The report of the Select: committee appointed to revise the 
rülés of the Hobsé and joint tules, wasread. ^ 777 
+- Mr. Fields moved to amend by striking out the “ 27th sectión?* 
and changing the numbers of the succeeding sections so äs to 
correspond. carried, and, on motion of Mr. Stewart, the report* 
was adopted, and 200 copies of the rules ordered to be printed. _ 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Crump of Bexar, was added to: 
the committee on Military Affairs: 

A motion was made to adjourn until 10 o'clock to-morrow,’ 
upon which the ayes and noes were called and stood thus : 

Aves—Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Clough, Crump of Aus- 
tin, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdo- 
ches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Jowers, Millican, Polk, 
Scott, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Stewart, Tarrant, Williams, 
Wilson, Winfield and Wren—23. * ; 

Nors—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Dickson, Gillet, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Pace, Russell, Selman, 
Shea, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Tarver, Taylor and 
Whittlesey—20; so the House adjourned until to-morrow 10° 
o'clock, A. M. l 


Austin, November 20, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 


ptesetit; absentees, Messrs. Bryan, Buiney, Crump of Bexat, 


Tarver and Wilson. ; 
-The journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 
A message was received from the Senate, through thett Secré- 
tary informing the House, that they had passed a bill to extend the 
eastern boundary of the Staté of Texas with amendments, so as 
to include within its limits the .western half of Sabine Pass, Sa- 
bike Lake;-aitd Sabine Hiver, üp to ‘the 391 destes of forth 
latitude, TaN Messts. Ph and Peds Were Spot re 
e f 
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CoMMITTEE Room, Noy. £9, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House. of Borsan C 

The committee on Publie Printing, have had under congider-. 
ation an act to be entitled an act to amend an act to regulate the 
public printing, and beg leave to report a substitute therefor, and 
recommend its passage: 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
regulate the publie printing, approved March 8th, 1848, bill and 
substitute, laid on the Inv to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Whittlesey, don of the committee on mensa 
Bills, made the following report : 


House oF REPRESENTATIVES, Nov. 20, 1849; 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act to change the names-of Melissa J., James Alexan- 
der and Parola Simonds, and find the same correctly engrossed ; 
report accepted. 

Mr. Smith of Shelby, offered a preamble and resolution, re- 
questing our Senators and Representatives in the Congress of the 
United States, to use their efforts in giving our frontier mounted 
volunteer ranging companies for its protection ; read first time. 

Mr. Sterne moved to reconsider the vote, taken on yesterday, 
refusing to engross the bill to be entitled an act to compel all 
lands to be sur rveyed within three months after application shall 
be made ; carried. 

Mr. Stapp introduced a bill to be entitled an act to provide for 


the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State of Texas. for the , 


year 1851 ; read first time. 


On motion of Mr. Crump ef Austin, the orders of the day 


were faken up. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. à, 


, Resolution of the Senate, appoititing a, Sint éominittée, to e 


ipod the Penitentiary, etc,; ready .. 


aid on motion of Bryan, was laid on. the table or tbe present. 
ill to be ght led an act creating, £ he. eonnty.,.ol f Targas 
read third time ‘and passed. cand 


Eg if Barnes, ghairman ofthe committer om E 


the following report :' Steep a on: 
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" CouMrTTEE. Room,. Nov. 20, 1849.. 
gla Hhi: Sp jealter of ‘the ‘House of Sepresentatives : 
Tol e i eitininistée on bürolled Bills, tó whom wis ‘refetted an- 


act to hen an .appropriation for the payment-o£-the miléüge* 


and për diem pay o£ ‘the members of the ‘Legislature-of' the State 
end pe have examined the same and find the bill cortectl¥ en- 


iod the dame having been signed by the Speaker of the Höttsé, 


and the.President of the Senate, and have presented the same, 
this day, to the Governor for his approval ; report accepted. 
A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Commissioner ofthe 


‘General Land Office to run the dividing line between old Fannin. 


and Naeogdoches counties ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Frederick 
who has been permanently disabled in the service of the State of 
Texas ; read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, the bill was re- ‘referred to the Ju- 
diciary committee. ' ` 

‘Amendment to the Constitution ; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to locate the seat of justice of Dal- 
las county ; read first time. 

Mr. Jowers offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Adjatant General, be and he is hereby re- 
quested to furnish the committee on Federal Relations, with a 
list of all those 'l'exians who were wounded in the battles of 
the 'T'exian revolution; laid on the tale one day for consideration. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act defining the 
office and duties of constables, approved 12th May, A. D. 1846 ; 
read first time. 

A'bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Governor to offer a 
reward, for fugitives from justice ; read first time. ' 

Joint resolution, instructing our Senators, and -reqtésting our 
‘Representatives, to u te upon the Congtess of the United States, 
the passage of a law for the removal of Indians ; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for running and establish- 
ing correctly, the line between Nacogdoches and Farina land 
district ; read first time. 

b riis Cloágh, by leave n the House; offered the following res- 
re} T: ht pe obra a 

Whereas, Hore is: : before. this CHEM UM Mr.. Oliver. 
Hartigy is drbthie gityyand -hasin progress, a. digest of the laws 
ofa Stakhof Panes, ang thatdhe..Speaker.appoint a gnmaniiiee 

ta examine said) work, ost, eles etei tend and adopted. 
Vhereupon, the chair appointed à gy enn a nik) 
Wilson, Mulliepas and, Warver, said c NEL OP 2M! 
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A bill, to be entitled an- act to aor and empower : all ds 
trict.and county officérs, to continue to perform duties until their 
successors are elected, ete. ; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to secure to all citizens within the’ 
limits of the colony grant to Mercer arid others, his associates, " 
commonly known and styled as Mercer's colony, to "which they’ 
are entitled as colonists. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill was read by its caption and. 
re-referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the duties of public 
millers; read second time: 

Mr. Lloyd moved its reference to the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Fields moved that the bill lie on the table for.the present, 
upon which the ayes and noes being called for stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Clements, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Gillet, 
Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Pace, Rey- 
nolds, Russell, Scott, Smith of Red EE Smith of Shelby, 
Stewart, Tarrant, Wil liams atd Winfield—16. 

Noes —Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clough, Cochran,- 
Crump of Austin, Dickson, Franklin, Holland, Jowers, Levis, 
Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Millican, Polk, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Stapp, 
Sterne, Tarver, ‘Taylor, Whittlesey, Wilson, and Wren—27. 

So the bill was referred to the Judiciary committee, 

Mr. Whittlesey moved to take up the bill to organize the Sih 
Judicial District ; carried. 

And on motion Of Mr. Charlton, the samé was read. by its cap- 
tion and referred to tbe Judiciary committee. 

A bill to provide for the removal of the arms and munitions of 
War ; was read second time. 


Mr. Jowers moved to amend as follows: “Strike out city of 
Austin” in the 1st section, and insert “the Seat.of Government,” 
adopted ; ‘also strike out “from and after its passage" in the 3d. 
section and insert “from and after the location-of the Seat of Gov- 
ernment in 1850," adopted. 

Mr. Scott offered the following amendment to the resolution as: 
amended, viz: Strike out after the word State and insert ‘that 
the Adjutant General be instructed to secure a suitable place fole 
keeping the arms safely at the city of! Galveston!” i «s a 71 

Mr. Franklin offered an aniendment 'to the’ na afa 
lows: “and to lisvétfiem properly élestiedumd prekretna tee 
càit Be Bep A T Governitéht? hereafter te be pe 
atit 1d calod : st oft Polen cag nido sll sronrensd 

Question recurring "Mte ádafáod ge the A A A 
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. National. Washington. Mo 
auth on holion of Mr. R 
‘mittee.’ ^ c v 
. - A bill to be entitled an. act to provide for the Mier prisoners ; 
Yead second time, ` ` jo c ee 
^ Mr. -Tëärvér moved to amend by adding “and the prisonezs 
taken captive in the Santa Fe expedition”; adopted, arid, on mó- 
‘tion of Mr. Russell, referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 
- A bill to be entitled an act to permit Gaurdians in certain cases 
to purchase lands; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Sterne, referred to the .Judiciagy committee. . 

‘A bill to be entitled au act making an appropriation for the pro 
rata pay of Thomas P. Anderson deceased, Surgeon in the Navy 
of the late Republic of Texas, read second time ; and, on motion 
of Mr. Jowers, referred to the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 

The resolution offered on yesterday by Mr. Tarver was taken 
up and read. Question on the adoption of the same, the ayes 
and noes being called for stood thus: . 

. Ayes— Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Clements, Clough, 
‘Crump-of Austin, Dickson, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Harde- 
man of Travis, Holland, Lloyd, McNairy, Millican, Pace, Rus- 
sell, Selman, Shea, Smith of Red River, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, 
Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, Wiliams, Wilson.and Winfield—28, 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Cochran, Crunip of Bexar, 
Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Jowers, Lott, Polk, Reynolds,. Scott, 

Shaw, Smith of Shelby, Whittlesey, and Wren—16. ` 

So the resolution was adopted. . E 2. 
.. The resolution offered on yesterday calling on, the Comptroller 
for information was read and adopted. i d 

." The bill to be éntitled an act to compel all lands to be sürveyed 
Within three,mnonths after application shall-be filed was taken mp 
ani read ; ahd, on hiotion of Mr. Winfield, referred, to the com- 
mitfee on Publije Lands. ^. 77 a a Lag 
House then, adjourned, until todnctzoir ag half past nig 
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2 , Austin, November. 215i, 1849; 
. House met pursuant to adjournment—roll. called—quoriim prê- 
Journal of preceding day read and adopted. ` 
On motion of Mr..Franklin, the Hon. Tho. F. McKinney, of 
‘Galveston, presented his-credentials, took the oath of office and 
his seat. . 

Mr. Tarver presented the petition of Jos. H. Wood, praying for 
relief ; and also the memorial of Samuel St. John, Jr., praying for 
the same. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, the two several petitions were refer- 
red to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 7 

Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Education, made 
the following report: 


. Commirrer ‘Room, November 21st, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act to incorporate the Brownsville Lyceum, have 
directed me to report the same back to the House, and recommend 
its passage with the insertion of the word “only” after the words 
“ literary and scientific pursuits "; report received and to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Millican, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following report: 


CommitTrer Room, Nov. 21st, 1849. 
To the Hon. C, G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives :. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
the memorial of Susana Dickinson, have had the same under 
consideration, and after mature deliberation thereon, your commit- 
tee find from evidence, as well as the fact set forth in the petition, 
that the memorialist is the widow of Lieutenant Almiran Dickin- 
son, and that the memorialist.and her infant daughter were the 
only American survivors of the unfortunate massacre of the Al- 
amo, when the husband of the memorialist, Lieut. Almiran Dick- 
inson, fell with the lamented 'T'ravis and his companions in arms, 
on the sixth of March, 1836. The memorialist was the first, 
with her infant daughter at her breast, to bring the melancholly 
intelligence to the Texian army of that bloody tragedy. A ma- 
jority of the committee have instructed me to report the accompa- 


nying bill, for the relief of said infant daughter of Susana and ` 


the martyred patriot, Lieutenant Almiran Diekinson; all which 
is respectfully submitted for the consideration of the House: 


sa 
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. Ajtill to be entitléd'an ‘act forthe relief of the infant da foren 
"fh only child of 'Susariá and ‘Aliniran Dickinson ; “bill read first 
dime. ——— lt e ona, SUN 
"- "Mr, Whittlesey, chairman of the cominittee on Engrossed Bills, 
‘made-thefollowing report: ^. ^ 7^ 2. 0 7 07 
_  Hovsg or REPRESENTATIVES, November 21, 1849. 
To the Hon, C. G. KEENAN, | l 0 DEM 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills, have.examined a bill to be 
entitled an act creating the county of Ellis; also, a bill to-be en- 
titled an aet to change the name of William Lipe Walradt to 
William Walradt Dunlap; also;a bill to be entitled an act to 
make valid the acts of Tho. R., Hill as clerk of the District Court 
in the 2ounty of Titus; also, a bill to be entitled an act to regu- 
late the election of clerks of the District Courts in the several 
counties in this State ; also, a bill to be entitled an act requesting 
‘the contractor of the mail route from Austin to Clarksville, by 
way of Bonham, to transport the mail on said route semi-weekly, 
instead of weekly, and make provisions for the same ; also, a joint 
resolution, authorising the Comptroller of the State of Texas to 
purchase and remove a small log building adjacent to the General 
Land Office, and making provisions for the same; also, a bill to 
be entitled an act to supply a piece of land script for 640 acres, 
No. 260, lost by Hugh McClure, and find the same correctly en- 
grossed ; report accepted. 
Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
made the following report: i - 
CommiTTEE Room, November 21st, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, | 
Speaker of the House of Hepresentatives : 
'The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition, &c., of John Baleh, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and find from the evidence on record in the Adjutant 
General's Office, that petitioner was a member of Captain York's 
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company in the storming of Bexar, between the 10th and 15th of . 


December, 1835 ; also, that he was a private in Captain A. H. Wy- 
ly’s company at the battle of San Jacinto in April, 1836. This 
alone was sullicient to satisfy the committee that the claim of pe- 
titioner is entitled to the consideration of the Legislature. Those 
who early engaged. in the-eause of ‘Texas, and rendered such ser- 
vice, at a time when our numbers were few, in comparison with 
the oddsiagainst us, and nothing tostimulate and prompt them to 
-umdergo the:hardships of our early eampaigns, but that love for 
the ‘republican institutions. under whieh: they had beer- reared 
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goxernment their just dues, . "Enter taining these views; qhe gom- 
mittee have instructed - me to report à EAS: acai for, his T9- 
x and recommend its passage ; 

aint resolution for the relief of John Balch ; jl read first time=- 
report and resolution laid on the table, to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Ir. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report : 

COMMITTEE Room, November 21st, 1849. 


To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The E A on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
the Petition of Frances Wilson, have had .the same under consi- 
deration, and have instructed me to report that the testimony ad- 
duced is not of such character as to warrant the committee in 
granting the prayer of the petitioner—all which is most respect- 
fully submitted ; report laid on the table, to come up among the 
orders of the day. 

. Mr. Fields introduced a bill to be entitled an act to provide for 
holding an election for the, permanent location of the seat of go- 
vernment of the State ; read first time. 

A message was received from the Governor, through. his Pri- 
vate Secretary, Mr. Hickey, informing the House that he had sign- 
ed and deposited in the office of the Seeretary of State, an act to 
previde an appropriation for the payment of the mileage and por 
diem pay of the members of the third Legislature. 

Mr. Clements offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of requiring all public au ctioneexs 
to enter into bond with security, before,they obtain license td auc- 
tioneer, &e. 

Mr. Reynolds moved to amend, by inserting the words * and 
a merchants i after the words public auctioneers; Í adop- 
ted. ^ 
Mr. Charlton moved to take up the orders of the day. 


ORDERS OP THE DAY. perpos, 

A uua" 
A: bill 16. be: entitled ah act to sued the-,eastorm hodmdaty 
of the State of T'exas;so:as to include within its. diinity the: sest- 


ern half of Saline Pass; Sabine Lake, and Sabine Rave pito 
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shei92ud: Degree «f, morth (atitiudé; With :an ien danent S" VALE 
Senate. : 

^ 'Olnfnaotibn of; Mr. Whittlesey, amendments coueutted in. ^ 
- Antehdinents ito. the. Conssitutiba, « : ^ c i ausu iE c 

Mr. Dickson-moved. its &efesence. tó the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. Rane moved, to, lay: onthe table until -the Rater Decem- 
ber next. 

The ayes and noes being called ex. iki as — 

Ayvis: “Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Cramp of Austin, 
Crump of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Travis, ‘Léwis, 
"MéK fitiey, Reynolds, Scott, Phor Tarver, Williams; Wilson and 
"Winfeld-—f7. | us 

Noes ;, Messrs. Speaker, Bégatt,, Bayne kan pn dh, 
‘Cochran, ‘Dickson, Gillet, Herdenien, u^ Holl nd, 
Towels, ‘Lloyd, Lott’ McNÀI airy, Mi lica CUNT ^ SE 
man), Shaw, Smith of Red River, S iu B iens 
Stéwalt, ‘Tatrant, "Faylot, WwW rbitlesey, d Wren: —2 


5. 


55. ‘the: ‘Flonse. refused to lay ‘ the. E ón the ait sit m 
ecéniber. 
Mr, Holland moved to refer the. bill to the alliciéry cominit- 
^ ee, with instructions to report ' on the Same fo- morrdw at 11 
o'clock precisely ; rejected. 

Mr. Stewart moves to lay the bill on the table until the m 
instant. ` 

The ayes, and noes béing called for, stood: thus: A n 


"Aves: Messrs. Speaker Bee, Bryan, Clements, Clough, Crump 
of Austin, Crump, of „Bexar, Fields. Franklin, Hardeman of Tra- 
vis, Lewis, McKinney, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, ‚Shaw, Shea, 
Stapp, Stewart, Tarver, Williams,. Wilson; and Winfield—23. 

Nors: Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Charlten, Cochran, Dickson, 
Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Holland, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, 
McNairy, MiHiean, Pace, Polk, Selman, Smith, of Red, River, 
Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor, Whittlesey, and Wren 


‘The question being equally divided, the. motion. ta lay on the 
table was: kostau 5 — - 

. Question, recurring on commiting to, the, J ydiciany. committee, 
the ayes and poes beingiagaim,called:fon, stood: — .-. . « 

Auris » Messts: Speaker; Bes; Bryan Busey Charlton Oem: 
ents, Clough, Crump of Austin, Crump of ee rg 
Fanio Cle di andeniant of) Na dogdeclesdilar i rp arii 
vis Jibsvio ML Keine Patoloji Kids TB haic bebat 
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g Stewart, ''arrant, Tarver; Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren 


—30. 


Nors: Messrs. Bogart, Cochran, Holland, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, 
McNairy, Milliean, Polk, "Russell, Selman, Smith of Red River, 
Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Taylor and Whittlesey++16, ` 

- So thesbill was referred to.the: Judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act defining 
the office. and duties of constables; approved [2th May, A, D. 
1846 ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Winfield, referred 
to the J udiciary committee. — . 

A bill to be entitled an act tó.locata the seat. of justice of Dal- 
las county ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Cochran, 
laid on the table until the 25th December next, 

A bill to be entitled, an act authorizing the Governor, ta offer re- 
wards for fugitives from justice; read “second time, and, 6n mo- 
tion.of Mr. Scot, referred. to the. commiitee on. State ‘Affairs., 
.. Joint resolution instructing our. Senators. and réquésting our 
Representatives, to trge upon the Congress of the United ‘States 
the passage of-a law for the removal. of Indians; read second . 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Reynolds, referred to thé committee 
an Indian Affairs.- 

On motion of. Mr. Sterne, the bill originating in the House, on 
the same subject, was taken up and reférred to. the same commit- 
fee.  - 
À bill to provide for running and atian correctly the line 
between Nacogdoches and F annin land- districts; read’ second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Bogart, laid on the table for thé pre- 
sent. 

A bill to authorize and empower all distet ahd county officers 
to continue to perform duties until their successors are elected, 
&c.; on motion of Mr. Taylor, read by its caption and referred 
to the Judieiary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to regulate Public 
Printing, with a substitute offered by the committee ; substitute 
read and adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Lott, ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Joint resolution requesting our Senators and Representatives i in 
the United States Congress, to use their best efforts to obtain thà 
withdrawal of the United States troops, and that meunted volun- 
teer ranging companies be stationed in their stead; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Charlton, referred to the committee 
on Military Affairs. LOU og mote 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the ‘enumeration, ot 
the inhabitants of the State ef Texas for the year 18514-read.se- 
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cond: time, and, du:motion of Mr. Stapp, referred to thé comimit- 
e ^ i fa 


. fee ot. Apportionment. . NE 
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The resolution ‘offered on yesterday, calling onthe Adjutant 
General for information, was read and adopted. © ao .»- 

On motion of Mr. ‘Tarver, the resolution from.the Senate, äp- 
pointing a committee to examine into the condition of’the Peni- 
tentiary, was taken up and read. Mr. Stewart offered a substitute 
for the same ; substitute read and amended by Mr. Crump of Au- 
stin, by adding Mr. Selman to the coiniiitttee. Mr. Sternemov- 
ed’ to amend, by adding all others who‘ had ‘examined the Peni: 
tentiary ; adopted, and substitute adopted as amended.. - 

Mr. Fields moved to adjourn; lost, =°. — E 

Mr. Charlton mofed to adjourn ; lost., 

Mr. Winfield movédsthe suspéwsion ‘of the rule, that the Wal 
radt Dunlap bill might receive its third and final reading; carried: 

On motion of Mr. Lloyd, .the' House adjourned accordihg to 


the resolution adopted..by the House; wutil to-morrow: half: post 

Molelosk; A.M. - . 2c E EL i . 
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uis ET : c. : Ausyrn, November 22,- 1849. 
‘Honse met pursuant to adjournment—roM called — quorum 

present ;.abséttees, Messrs. Bee and Gillet: `- du 


Mr; Whittlesey, chairman.of the cógimittée on Engrossed Bills,. 
made the following report: J eo e 
i . CommiTrres Roon, Nov. 22, 184% 


. To-the Hon. ©. G: KEENAN; : ' 


Speaker of the House of Representativesi: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an abt'to provide for the removal ofithe munitiohs óf 
war, belonging.to the State of Texas, to the seat of government. 

Alsoa' bill to be entitled an attito permit Mary Gillespie to 
adopt Susan Lavinia McGuilin infant daughter of Samuel and 
Mary E. McGuffin, both deceased, late of the county of Giitnes; 
and itid the. Bathe correetly engrosseds réportacoepted: - . ; 

Mr. Bryan introduced a bill to be entitkedkan act for the felief 
of Washington “H. -Secrest + read firsttime: a: 
Mt Wiltiams offered the following resolution : aset tpe 
_ Resolved, That the committee otr State Affairs be instractéd:to 
inquife inta the expediency 'ofidónbtii torthe próprictois ofrühe 
stock th the great Atlantic:and' Pacific Railroad; every altéthate 
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section ‘of ‘our. public: domain; -over which such.road.or. branch 
thereof may be made, within. the limits of this State, and A 
said committee report by bill-or otherwise ; adopted. *. 

Mr. Lott offered the following resolution : - 
i Resolved, That the resolution .adopted by the House callin 
upon the Secretary of State for information, relative to the col- 


* ony contracts of Peters, Mercer, and others, berescinded: adopted. 


On. motion of Mr: Crump of Bexar, the.Hon. Mr. McKinney 
was added to the committee on Public Lands, Finance, Publie 
Debt, and Private Land Claims. 


On motion of Mr. Fields, es orders of the day were taken up. 
2 ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A vill to be entitled an aet tó change the name of William Lipe 
Walradt, to William Walradt Dànlap; read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of the State of 
_'Texas, to purchase and remove a small log building adjacent to 
"the General Land Office, and “making provisions for the same ; 
read third time. 

Mr. Sterne moved' to lay iton the table until Tuesday the 
27th inst. 

Mr. Winfield’ moved to postpone the same until the first of 
February next ; lost. 

Question on Mr. Sterne’s motion was put and carried. 

A bill to.be entitled an act creating the.county of Ellis; read 
third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled an act to make valid the acts of Thomas ` 


R. Hill as clerk of the District Court in the county of Titus; read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the election of clerks of 
the District Courts, in the several counties of this State; read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to supply a piece of land serip for 


six hundred and forty acres, No. 260, lost by Hugh McClure; . 


read third time. 

On motion of Mr. Wil liams, was re-referred to the committee 
‘on Private Land Claims.. ` 

Joint resolution, d loa the contractor af, the "T Toute 
from Austin to Clarksville by way of Bónhám, to transport&he 


mail on said route. sémi-weekly instead of weekly, and. malting : 


aos for the seme ; ead. third time ahd-passed. z i; va, ij 
A bill to-be entitled afi aét«tól provide for holding: dn eleetion 
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- for the permanerit!lacation: of: the Seat. of. Kibvermdent ; ;of.the 


State ; read second:timie: <~ ee 

On ‘motion of Mr. Fields: was referred: to the. comuittebyon 
State Affairs. . . : 

‘Petition of Francis Wilson, with report. of committee. . Mr. 
Cochran. by leave of the House, withdrew: the petition.. © 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Balch, with a report from 
committee ; read second time. 

Mr. Williams offered an. amendment: “Provided that the said 
Balch shall be required to pay the same fees as required upon 
other first class headrights”; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the infant daughter 
of Susana and Almiran Dickinson, with report from committee ; : 
bill read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, was referred to the J (cius: com- 
mittee. 

: A bill to be entitled aì aet to incorporate the Brownsville Ly- 
ceum; read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the chair appointed a committee to 
actin conjunction, with a committee from the Senate to examine 
the archives of De:Leon’s colony; whereupon the chair appointed 
Messrs. Bryan, Sterne, and Wilsor, said committee. 

Mr. Tarrant moved a reconsideration of the vote had an yes- 
terday, on the resolution to appoint a committee to exalnine ithe 
Penitentiary ; carried. 

A message was received from the Senate, throu gh. their Secre- 
tary, informing the Hoüse of the passage of the several bills 
originating in the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled :an act to repeal the 3d ee of an ‘act 
entitled an act to regulate the license and. practice of attorneys 
and counsellors at lat w, approved 12th May, 1946. Also, an aet 


to amend the 1st section of an act fixing the-tiuse at which laws 


passed shall go into effect, etc., approved l6tl January, 1840- 
also-a joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Warg, 

Bills originating in the House : i 

_A bill ‘appropriating: -five thousatidi dollars for the: contingent 
expenses of both Houses.of the, Legislatuse: ` 

. A bill to amend an actite establish andoracorporate Ratessville 
Colleges approved Mebruary: 5th, 1846... 47 

À communication was eceived: fromathe Governor ihipügh 


_ his private Secretary, Mr. Hickey. 85 pj ou 


i On megidn ofi MaczDiclssomsthe.eomitudientiogrand pages mpany- 
ing documents were ordered to be read., Picee God , taewupro- 
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€eeded to the reading of said documents, which purported to bë 
a memorial from John W. King praying for relief, ete., ete: | 

. On motion of Mr. Bryan; the reading was dispensed with, and 
the memorial referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

. On motion of Mr, Millican, Mr. Charlton was added to the 
committee on Clarms and Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the bills reported oy the Seats 
this morning were taken up. 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal-the 3d section of an act en- 
titled an act to regulate the license and practice of attorneys and 
counsellors at law, approved 12th May, A. D. 1846 ; read first 
time. 

A bill to amend the. first section of an act nee the time at 
which laws passed, shall go into effect ete. , approved 16th Jan; 
uary, 1840; read first time. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Ward ; read first 
time. , 
Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Emrolled Bills, 

made the following report : 

_ To the Hon. €. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined an act to ex- 
tend the eastern boundary of the State of Texas so as to include 
within itslimits the western half of Sabine Pass, Sabine Lake, 
and Sabine River up to the 32nd degree of north latitude, and 
find the same correctly enrolled, and having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of the 
Senate, was this day- presented to his Excellency the Governor 
for his approval ; report accepted. 

A bill to provide for the removal of arms and munitions of war; 
read third time, and, on motion of Mr. Reynolds referred 10 the 
committee on Military Affairs. 

- The chair announced a communication from the B of 
State; and on motion of Mr. Lott, the same was read. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the communication was referned to 
the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Tarver moved to take ‘up ‘the resolution fromthe Senate 
appointing a committee to investigate the condition of the Peni- 
tentiary-with substitmte offered by the House. Question on the 
adoption of the substitute was put, and substitute rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the resolntion was referred to a select 
committee : es 

The chair appointed | Messrs. Lewis Franklin, Stewart ang 
‘Clements, said committee. : wu 
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Mr. Scott offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee on Education, be healilred: to 
ascertain the amount of funds te the credit of the sehool fund 
now ih the treasury, and also to devise if practicable some system 
of public schools founded on the apprepriations for that purpose ; 
read and adopted. : 

: Mr. Tarver introduced a joint reselution making an appropri: 
ation to defray the expenses incident in publishing the proposed 
amendment to the Constitution ; read first time. : 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the vote had tpon the bill entitled’ 
an act to amend an act entitled an act to regulate public printing, 
approved March 8, 1848, was reconsidered, and,on motion of 
Mr. Stewart, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Pace introduced a joint-reselution instructing our Senators 
and requesting our Representatives in the United States Congress, 
to procure the: ‘passage of a law giving to’ the State-of Texas j Ju- 
risdiction over the South half: of Red River from ‘the Louisiana 
line to the hundreth degree of longitude west from ‘Greenwich ; 
read first time. 

An act to permit Mary: Gillespie to adopt Susan Lavinia 
McGuffin, infant daughter of Samuel and Mary EB. McGuffin 
both d eue late of "the county of Grimes? read third lime and 
passé 

„On motion of Mr. Reynolds, tl the Housé adjourned. - 


"AUSTIN, November 23, 1849, 


House met pursuatit to adjournment—roll called—quorum re- 
sent; absentees, Messrs.” Bryan, Clough, Crump of Bexar, Hol- 
land, | Lewis, Stewart and Winfield. Journéls of the preceding 
day read and adopted. 

Mr. Millican presented a petition from sündry citizens of Leon 
county praying that the county seat of said county be removed, 
&c., and, on motion of Mr. Millican, was. referred to the commit. 
tee'on County Boundaries, 

“Mr. Sterüe^presented a petifion from Mis. Sarah N.. Hubert: 
praying for relief, &c., and, on motion ðf Mr. ee was - 
red to the committee on Clai sand Accounts. , 


- ME J wets ‘p resented a peti ibh from Oliver ‘Kettougty 
Na vM ind: ofi niofion.óf Mf. T » Was Miri 
coipmii D o fn of Land Clahns. sie m i [: 


e en, eae — 
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Mr. Russell presented a petition from” Lempel. M i} Roderhiel, 
asking for relief, .&c.; and, en motion of. My. Russell,.was-refer- 
red toithe,commiffeeon Military Affairs. o bs 
On motion of Mr. Charlton, Mr. Hardeman of Trayig; was: 
granted leave, of absence until next; "Fuesday.. - 

Mr. Franklin presented a petition from sundry citizens. of Gal- 
veston county, asking the privilege of cutting a canal. from, , San 
Luis, or West Galveston Bay, to the waters of the Brazos river, 
and, on motion of. Mr. Franklin, wag referred to the committee 
on Inter nal Improvements. 

. My. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary; 
made the following report: 
To the Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representativ es, 

The eommittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred tbe re- 
solution reguiring them to take into consider ation of so changing 
the law for the appointment of Justices of the Peace and Consta- 
bles, so as to abolish the practice of commissioning said officers, - 
have had the same under consideration, and instruet, me to re- 
port that the Legislature has no power to change the law en that; 
subject. So far as relates to Justices of the Peace, the 13th section 
ef the 4th article of the Constitution; declares that “Justices of 
the Peace, Sheriffs and Coroners, shall be commissioned by the 
Governor;" so far as the resolution relates to Constables, your 
committee are not aware of the' existence of any law which: re- 
quires them to be commissioned. Your committee do not deem 
any legislative action on the subjeet appropriate or necessary ; re- 
poit laid on the table to come up among the orders of the day.“ 

Also the following report : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a reso- 
lution requiritig them to fake into consideration the propriety of 
making some provision by which the officers of the country shall 
be paid for their services in State cases, in which conviction shall 
be had, and the defendants are enable to pay the costs of the piose- 
eution, have had the same uhder consideration, and instructed 
me to report that they deem the more appropriate reference would 
be to refer the matter to the cornmittee on Finance, as any. pro- 
visions whicli might be made would pecessafily be a ‘charge c on 
the State, whieh is  xespeetfally submitted with a request t áp the 
reference .be, made, as. suggested ; od received | to, come "P 
among the orders, of. ithe day. Cd 
' Also the following : SMS efiri ú di 
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sioner ofthe, (General «_and Office to ishte patents om; J}. lame: 
and..lecations.that haye-bden legally. surveyed and docagediqa | 
leagues,No:; ly 2 and 3, nowi in Smith.and Rusk eoumtics,'said ito. 
haye,been surveyed in Nacogdoches distriet have had, the. same, 
under consideratien and instractme to repert-that. the Judi@iary’ 
is the only department of the Governmentthat can with right and 
propriety interfere in the settlement and adjustment of the claims 
of the several petitioners. If the locations and surveys under 
which the petitioners claim were by authority of and in confor- 
mity to law on vacané land.of the State, then the laws, as they 
exist,. afford the means of perfecting their rights, If the lands 
included within the leagues Nos. 1, 2 and 3, were surveyed for 
any person or purpose authorized by. law before the locations and 
surveys of the petitioners were made, (and we concluded such to 
be the case trom the petitioners’ reference.to us,) then the lands 
were not vacant lands, and there exists a conflict of tile which 
the courts must decide, in which decision it.would be.both impó- 
litic and unconstitutional for the Legislature to interfere ; report 
laid on the table to come up among the orders of the day. 
Also the following: ^ >. es 
: The committee on the Judiciary, to whom wasireferred an act 
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have had:the sanie under consideration,'and instruct me to re-: 
pert that no change in the law has been suggested to:or oécür-: 
red to the minds of the committee, which they | deém'either advis-- 
able or expedient. They report the resolution and. suggest its 
indefinite postponement; report laid ón the: ee o -come ip. 
among theorders of the day. 

Also the following : 

Your committee, to whom was rnd a bill to be entitled an: 


act to provide for admitting to record in this State copies of no- 
tarial deeds and bills of sale, executed in the State of Louisiana, 


have had the same under consideration, and instructed me to Te- 


port that in the opinion of the committee the said bill proposes a’ 


change and innovation in regard to the registry laws of this. 
State, which is highly impolitic.. They therefore reeommend its. 


indefinite postponement, all of which is respectfully subtnittéd ; 


[on laid on the table to come up' among the orders of the day. l 


Aiso the following : 


The committee ou the Judiciary, to whom was referred an act: 


to incorporate the Marshall Cemetery, have had the same under 
consideration, and instructed me to report the bill with the follow- 
ing amendments and recominend its passage : 


In the title after the word 4 Cemetery” add.'the woe * Qom-: 


pany ;? 1n the 7th line, Ist section, after the word * Cemetery ” 
add *Company;"in the Ist section before the words “real estate” 


insert “and own, ‘sell and dispose of;” after the words “real 


. estate "add “not -exeeeding twenty-five acres for a burying 


* 


ground ;" in the 2d line, 2d section, between the words “Jaws 
and the” insert-“ not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws 


of the State- of 'l'ezas;? report laid on the table to come up 


among the orders of the day. 
: Also the following : i - ya 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was pond a bill 


to be entitled an act to permit guardians in certain cages to put- 
chase lands, have had the satne under consideration, and instrwét- 
ed me to report that they do not deem the proposed chatige in the 
law advisable. The revenue that minors would’ derive from the 


hire of hezroes, your committee believe would be niuch'greater | 


than “could bé realized from the cultivation of any lands which 
might be purchased by the guardians. Fr equüent: elianges in any 
system of laws is not believed to be either ex nt ‘or beneficial. 
They report thé bill back to'thé Hotisé att! recatninerid. ip auton 
finite postpotiémerit; téport laid n thé table: 1d d 

the orders"of the day; s mA 
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^ WM Burne}, chairman. ‘of TE committee - on Private Land 

TRE miade the following report : a 

. u COMMITTEE Room, Noy.:23, 1889. 

To the Hon. C. G. Kren AN, . i 
' Speaker of the -House of Koprinan $ 

The cotnmnittes on Private Land Claims, to whom, was ré-re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled an act to supply‘a piece of land scrip 
for 640 acres of land, No. 260, lost by Hagh MeCluré, have con- 
sidered the same, and herewith report a joint resolution for the 
relief of said McClure as a. aabeltitule for said bill, and recom- 
mend its passages - 

Joint resolution for the relief of Hugh McClure ; esa first 
tim. 

Mr. Bee introduced a bill to: he entitled an aet to amend the 2d 
šectioh:óf an act for the incorporation of the city of Laredo, ap- 
proved’ January 29, 1848; read first time. 

Mr. Gillet offered the following resolution : 

‘Resolved, That thé Adjutant General of the State of "Peas 
be, and he is hereby required to furnish to this House, at as early 
aday as practicable, the trire àmounis which will be required by 
the State to pay the officers and men comprised in the following 
named companies of vóluntéérs called into service at different 
periods by the Governor of this State, viz: 

The companies commanded by Captains Smith, McCulloch, 
, Hill, Roberts, Sutton, Johnson and Blackwell ; read and adopted. 
E Mr, Reynolds offered the following resolution : - : 

‘Resolved, That the committee on the! Judiciary be requested 
to Inquire into the expediency of abolishing all usury,” pods 
read and adopted: — ^ ' 

Mr. Wilson introduced a bill to Bs ‘entitled an act to ce 
rate the Texana Academy ; read first time. 

i; E motion of Mr. Jowers, the House proceeded to the orders of 
the day 

Mr, "Bogart moved that the House take up the bill to provide 
for running and establishing correctly, the line between Nacog- 
deches aud Fannin land: districts, and place the same among the 
Dem of the day ; paris; 
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RA m" to-be entitléd/an-act to ‘repeal: the 3a section of an act 
entitled an act to regulate the license anid practice of Attornéys and 
ped qe at law, appro ted 42th May, A. Dc 1846 + rend seéond 
inib etd, 'eu-tiotión b Mi IDidkson/teforred to the dich ry 
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7 A Dill ta be entitled-an, act, tozamend the; Ist sectional an act 
fixing the time at which laws passed shall ga.into éffeet,: &0.,ap-- 
proved :16th January, 1940 ; read second time, and, on motion, 
passed to a third reading. "T GNI 
‘Joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Ward; read second 
time, and Mr. Reynolds moved its reference to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts; lost. C. E 
. Mr, Russell’s motion to refer to the committee on Public Build- 
ings, was put and carried. ME D 

The joint resolution making an appropriation for defraying the 
expenses incident to publishing the amendment to the Constitu- 
tion ; read.second time. ; m 

Mr. Tarver moved to fill the blank by inserting “ $1000, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary.” l 

Mr. Fields’ amendmeni: “ Provided, that no more than fifty 
dollars shall be paid to any one person for publishing said amend- 
ment ;” rejected. "ne 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the same was referred to the Finance 
committee. 

'The joint resolution instrueting our Senators and requesting 
our Representatives in the United Sas Congress to use their ef- 
forts to have a law passed giving jurisdiction over the south half 
of Red River, &c.; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Bryan, referred to the committee on Federal Relations. i 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for running and establish; 
ing correctly, the line between Nacogdoches and Fannin land 
districts; read second time, and, on motion, ,passed to a third 
reading. `, 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on EnroHed Bills, 
made the following report: l ; 

] CouxwiTTEE Room, November 23, 1849. 

Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined an act appro- 
priating five thousand dollars for the contingent expenses of both 
Houses of the Legislature; also, an act to amend ah.act to estab- 

. lish and incorporate Rutersville College, approved;Febrnary 5th, 

1840, and find the same correctly enrolled, and having been 

signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and Pre- 

sident of the ‘Senate, was this day presented to; his axcellency the 
Governor for his .apprexal.;. report acgepted, yii. or ulin 

. Ms, Clongh. submitted the following resolntiom s; u e nios 
- Resolved, That, a .comuitteg.;of fiye bé appointed fromdbia 

Hoüse to act in conjunction with a like committee algéady,,ap- 
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puitited by! the Seliate;to prepated: remonstrance agaist thre -dar- 
Haredutiniance of wniitilary -government'in Santa Fé ; saidre- 
qhóltisttáriGe: to -be ‘presented, to. the ‘consideratiowef the United 
Stites Cóngréss; réad- hd ‘adopted; whereupon the Chair ap- 
‘pointed Messrs.’ Clough, Stewart, Wilson, Williams and Frank- 
jirsaid éómmittee. ^". | uL E T 
Mr. Lott offeféd the following resolution s ` PE. 
' Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
be requested to lay before this House all 'the information he may 
have in his office relative to the surveying, returning and record- 


kf 
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. ing of leagues No. T, Zand 8, represented as having been located 
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in the counties of Rusk and Smith; read arid Paid on ‘iheitable 


one day for consideration. : ee ee i 
On motion:óf Mr. Sterne, the House:adjourned... `> > 
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SATURDAY, November 24,. 1849. 
House -met .persuant ‘to, adjournment—woll called+-quexyum 
present-—absentees : Messrs. Crump ,of. Bexar, and Winfield— 
the journal of the preceding day was read-and adopted, : + | | 
A message was received from. the Senate, through their Secre- 


‘tary, informing the House that a bill had passed the Senate to.pro- 


vide for the ceding to thé United States, jurisdiction of certain 


lands in the State for'ptblic purposes ; àlsó, a bill criginatiti¢ in 


House, to be entitled an act to give,to each corporate county ‘in 
this State, its own county surveyor, maps and records, appyoved 


"March 20, 1848.- 


Mr. Taylor presented a petition from éüridry citizens of Cass 
County, asking the removal of the county séat, &t: i 

On motion of Mr: Taylor, referred to the comimittee on County 
Boundaries. I PR E, 

Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, 


made the following report : 


} » 


Committee Room, November 24, 1849. : 


"Porthé Hon. O. G. KEENAN; | ^ 


.ruefb A Spedkerof ‘the Howse ofoRepresentativess rore- ^. 
. The committeexon “Indidn Affairs; tosiltori was referted. the 
joint resolution instructing-cur Senators audbreqttestines Sut Rep- 
reseritatiVes tonnie poti thierCongtiéds ofi the What ted Spares. the 


"plissnge'ofsatlatd for theremovaltof wh Tide las, soi atthe 
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‘counts, made the following. report :- 


.Tothe Hon. C. G. KEENAN, | 


dA 


limits ? this State not properly belonging within its limits, have 
had the:same under consideration, and are of opinion that the pre- 


amble and resolution heretofóre reported, will be more: likely to 


obtain the object desired : therefore return the same, and recom- 

mend that the preamble and resolution heretofore reported: by. the 

committee, be adopted as a substitute for the above resolution &e. 
Report received to come up.among the orders.of.the day, ` 
Mr. Millican, chairman of the committee on Claims and, Ac- 


t 
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Coww rr TER Room, November 24,1849.. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee-on Claims dd Accounts, to whom« was referred 
the petition of, R. W. Martin, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and a majority of the committee have instrueted me to re- 
port the petition and accompanying account back to the House, 
and ask that the committee be discharged’ from the further consid- 
eration ofthe same. All of which is respectfully submitted, for 
the consideration of the House. ‘ : 
Report received to come-up among the orders‘of the day. ! 
‘Mx: Fields introduced a bill to be entítled'an act to regulate ini- 
terest ; read first time. | l a 
Mr. Bryan. offered a joint resolution : . 


Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas, That it 
shall be the duty of the Governor to make temporary appoint- 
ments to fill all vacancies which may occur in offices, &e., &o.; 
read first time. 2 pM j i 

Mr. McKinney introduced a bill to be entitled an.act to prevent 
vexatious law-sults ; read first time. ND i 

Mr. Cochran introduced a bill to be entitled an act regulating 
fees of county-and. district. surveyors ; read’ first time. 

Mr. Bogart offered the following resolution : 

Resolved; That the committee on State Affairs be instructed to 
take into consideration the propriety of proposing to.the people of 
this State the amendment of the 3d section of the Xth article of 
the constitution.soas to bring into mmarketall public lands which 
have been heretofore, or which may-hereaftér be, grantéd for pit- 
lic schools to the vartous:counties; or-other political divisions in 
this State ; and that they report by bill or otherwise. is 

Mr. Bryan offered an, amendment: . - og d 

Also, that. part of the 34th section of the General Provisions, 
beginning with every new county, as to the, right of. suffragerée. 
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.. Questidn on: the adoption of. thè: resolutign agamenged, WA 
put and lost. 

. Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches moved reconsideration ef Mr. 
.Bogart's rexolution ; lost. ` 

Mr. Taylor introduced a bill to beentitled ani aet to provide or 
«he permanent Iano of the seat of justiee of: Cass County ; read 
Aizst time.. : 

Mr, Charlton: offered the following resolution z 

Be it resolved, That the Judiciary committee be required to re- 
-port to this: Howse relative to the bil! in, their possession cohtain- 
ing the proposed.amendment.to the eonstitutien ; also, the bil] to 
authorize and-empower all district:and eouhty - officers to contin- 
.ueo perform ‘duties untig their syocessoss pre ęlagted, on Tuesday 
next; the 2%th-instant ; adopted. ' 

Mr; Holland moved a reconsideration of the vols adopting the 
resolution offered by -Mr.;Charlton ; carried.. 

. Mr. Dickson. moved to strike ont Tanay, ‘27th instant, and 

„insert Monday next; tarried, 

. -Question on the- adoption of: ahe eion as annid; _ upon 
which the yeas and’ nays were called, and resulted as follows : 

: Yeast: Messrs. Speaker; ‘Burney, Charlton, Clough, Cramp of 
Austin, Dickson, Franklin, Hardeman. of Nagegdoches, Holland, 
Jowers, Lloyd, Lott,, MeNairy, Millicat, Page. Polks: 2 s 
elman, Shaw, Sterne, Taylor, Whittlesey-and, Wren—23.. 

Nays: Messrs Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Co un ds, 
Gillet, Lewis, McKinney, | Reynolds, Russel, Scott, Shea, ; diui 
Tarrant, Tarver, ‘Williams ,and Wilson—18, , 

So the resolution was adopted.. ` 

Mr. Williams offered the following resolution: |, ` d 

"Resolved; That the committee on Education také diee con- 
deren the expediency of authorising the negotiation ofa loan 
to this State of one hundred: thousand dollars, to bé paid at the 
pleasure of the State out of the proceeds of the schodl lands, when: 
-hereafter brought into market; and’ with thé money thus bortow- 
.ed, commence a:system of ed cation in this State ; ; and that the 
said committee report by. bill or otherwise. 

The yeas and nays. being called. for on the adoption of the res- 
olution, stood unanimously i in the affirmative, with one exception 
n Mr Selman voting No, ` e 
- Qu Mr. Whattlesey's motion, the House pregeedad to the orders , 
e nd duci and the business on the Speakers table. 


ORDERS OF: THE DAY. <- 
_ A bill providing dor running and establishing eorrectly thedine 


pari, Py Bur ee 
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-betweeri.Nacogdoches-and.F'annin land districts ;. redd thivd time 
and passed. 

‘A: bill to be entitled an act. to amend the first section of an act 

fixing the time at which laws passed shall.go into effect, &c., ap- 
proved January-I6, 1840 ; read third time and passed. 
. A bill to be entitled an act to supply a piece of land’scrip for six 
hundred and forty acres, No. 260, lost by Hugh McClure, witha 
substitute reported by committee on Private Land Claims ; substi- 
‘tute-adopted ; bill read third time and passed. 

. A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Marshall Cemete- 
‘ty, with amendments reported from the Judiciary committee ; 
amendments adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

. A message was received from the Senate informing the House, 
that they had passed a bill to provide for ceding to the United 
States jurisdiction of certain lands in this State for public pur- 
poses ; also, a bill to be entitled an act to repeal a portion of ah 


act to give to each corporate county in this State its own county 


surveyor, map and records, approved March 20, 1848 ; also, a 
joint resolution authorising the Secretary of State to employ a 
clerk, &c. 


A bill to'be entitled an act-for admitting to record in this-State 


‘copies of notarial deeds and bills of sale executed in the State of l 


Louistana, with report from Judiciay committee. 


On Mr. Whittlesey’s motion, the bill was re-referred to the same 
committee. 


A bill to be entitled an act to permit ‘guardians i in certain cases 
to purchase lands, with report from Judiciary committee ; report 
adopted, and bill indefinitely postponed, 

The petition from the citizens of Smith and Rusk counties, 
with report from the Judiciary committee : 

On Mr. Lott's motion, the memorial and report were laid on 
the table for the present. 

Resolution requiring the Judiciary committee to take into con- 
sideration the propriety of making provision for the payment of 
county officers for their services in state cases, with report from 


committee; report adopted, and resolution referred to committee 
on State Affairs. | , 


The resolution requiring the Judiciary committee to take into 
consideration the propriety of so changing the law for’ thé ap- 
pointment of justices- of the peace and censtables, as to abolish 


the practice of commissioning said officers, ith report from com- . 


mittee; report adopted, and bill rejected. ' 
A bill te be entitled ait act making! (additional ‘appropriations of 
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land for the purpose of education, with report from committee ; 
read and ordered to be engrossed. t. " 

The resolution requesting the committee on the Judiciary to 
inquire into the expediency of revising and amending an act en- 
titled an act regulating attachments, with report from committee; 
read and adopted. 
"A bill to be entitled an act to „amend the second section of an 
` act incorporating the city of Laredo; read second time, and, on 
- motion of Mr. Bee, referied to the Judiciary committee, 

A bill to incorporate the ,Texana Academy;. read second 
time, and referred to. the committee on Education. | 

Resolution requesting the Commisioner of the Géneral Land 
Office to lay before the House all the information he may have.in 
his office relative to the surveying, returning and recording of 
leagues Nos. 1, 2 and 3, represented as having been located in the 
counties of Rusk and Smith; read and laid on the table one day 
for consideration. 


Mr. Franklin, by leave of the House, introduced a bill to be 
entitled an act to authorise the several clerks of the county courts 
in the State of Texas to take the separate acknowledgment of 
married women to deeds executed by them ; read first time. 


On motion of Mr. Holland, Mr. Jowers was added to the com- 
mittee appointed on yesterday to actin conjunction with a com- 
mittee from the Senate, relative to the Santa Fe question. 

On motion of Mr. Clough, Mr. Whittlesey was added to the 
committee on Post Routes. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, Mr. McKinney was added to the 
committee on Claims and Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, Mr. Bee was added to the special coms 
Inittee to examine the archives of De Leon's colony. 

And on motion, the House adjourned, 

a 
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Monpay, November 26, 1849. 


The House met, pursuapt to adjournment—roll called—quo- 
um present—absentees: Messrs. Bryan, Crump of Austin, Crump 


f Bexar, Stapp, Stewart and Wren—journal of Saturday, the 
24th inst, was read and adopted. f 


Mr. Tarver presented a petition from sundry citizens of Wash- 
ngton county, asking the Legislature to grant a charter for the 
L 
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cutting a canal, &c., and, on motion of Mr. Tarver, referred tô 
the committee on Internal Improvements. i : 

Mr. Whittlesey presented a petition from sundry citizens of 
Sabine county, praying ferry privileges, &c., ard, on motion of 
Mr. Whittlesey, referred to the committee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries. > 3 

Mr. Burney presented a petition from John Barton, praying for 
relief, &c., and, on motion of Mr. Charlton, referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Franklin asked leave of the House for further time to re- 
port on the resolution offered, on Saturday last, to the proposed 
amendment to the constitution ; which was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the committee was instructed to 
report, on Wednesday, the 26th inst. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report : ; 

CoxxrrTEE Room, Austin, Nov. 26, 1849. 
. To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom.was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to authorize and empower all State, District 
and County officers to continue to perform the duties of their 
respective offices until their successors shall be elected and quali- 
fied, according to law, have had the same-under consideration. 
Deeming a more specific designation is required by the 24th sec- 
tion and 7th article of the constitution of the cases in which of- 
ficers shall hold over until their successors shall be qualified, 
they have instructed me to report the accompanying substitute 
for the original bill, which is respectfully submitted: A bill to 
be entitled an act to prescribe in what cases officers shall con- 
tinue to discharge the duties of their offices until their snecessors 
shall be qualified ; substitute adopted——report and substitute re- 
ceived to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report : 


CowMrTTEÉE Room, Austin, Nov. 26, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G Kernan, : ER , 
Speaker of the House of Representatives ::. 
The committee on Private Land Claims, to, whom, was--refer- 
red the petition of James M. Manning, have examined the same, ... 


aud find, from the evidence adduced, that the petitioner emigrat- 
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ed to the Republic of Texas, previous to the first day of August, 
1836, and served asa volunteer in the army of the Republic 
from the first day of June until the thirtieth day of November of 
said year; that by the 29th section of an act passed by the Con- 
gress of the Republic of Texas, on the I4th day of December, 
1837, the petitioner was placed on the same footing with the 
original colonists, and was thereby entitled to one third of & 
league of land, and, by an act, approved January 4th, 1839, 
officers and soltliers, who engaged in the service of Texas, pre- 
vious to the first of March, 1837, were allowed, until the first 
day of January, 1840, to bring their families to 'l'exas, and there- 
on be entitled to the same quantity of land they would have been 
if their families had emigrated with them to the country, whieh, 
together with the evidence, the committee are of opinion that 
the petitioner was entitled to one league and labor of land. -Of 
this amount, the petitioner has received a certificate for one-third 
of aleague of land only, That the committee areof opinion 
that the liabilities ef Texas of this class should be speedily set- 
tled, therefore, have instructed me to report a joint resolution for 
his relief, and recommend its passage, Joint resolution for the 
relief of James M. Manning; read first time. 

Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Publie Buildings, 
made the following report : i 


. ComMMITTEE Room, November 26, 1849. 
"To the Honorable C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Your committee on Public Buildings, to whom was referred 
a joint resolution for the relief of Thomas Ward, have had the 
same under consideration, and, from the evidence before them, 
are of the opinion that the claim is just. They have, therefore, 
instructed me to report the bill back to the House, without amend- 
ment, and recommend its passage ; report received to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report: l d 


l CommMmiTTEE Room, Nov. 26, 1849. . 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, j OD DS 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committeecon Engrossed Bills have examined abill to be 
entitled an act to incorporate the Brownsville Lyceum ; also, a 


Joint resolution for the relief of John Balch, and find ‘the. sáme 
; "eR AS 
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correctly engrossed ; report accepted. 
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Mr. Tarver offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the House will go into the election for Dis- 
trict Attorney for the Third Judicial District,on Thursday, the 
29th instant, at 11 o’clock, a. M.; and that the Senate be invited 
to attend said election; laid on the table one day for consi- 


@eration. 


Mr. Clough offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Mail Post-Routes be in- 
structed to request our Representatives in Congress to use their 
exertions to have a four horse United States mail-coach line es- 
tablished to run from Shreveport, Louisiana, through Marshall, 
Harrison county, to old Henderson'in Rusk county; adopted. 

Mr. Scott introduced a joint reselution to amend the 26th sec- 
tion of an act, concerning crimes and punishments, approved 
March 20, 1848 ; read first time. 

Mr. Taylor introduced a bill to be entitled an act to prescribe 
the time of the meeting of the Legislature of the State of Texas ; 
read first time. 

-Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches offered fhe following preamble 
and resolution : - i 

Whereas, Much inconvenience has and will continue to arise 
by the removal of our chairs, tables, books, &c. from their res. 
pective places, and to the hindrance of the progress of business 
of the respective committees from the discharge of their several 
duties, by the parties held in the chamber of this House, therefore, 

Be it resolved, That it is the sense and desire of this House 
that no further permission shall be allowed to any person or pert- 
sons to hold or have any more dancing or other amusements in 
this House, which may cause the removal of the tables, seats, or 
books, during the present session. 

Mr, Reynolds offered: an amendment: That the privileges of 
using the Hall shall not be granted to any person or persons for 
any purpose whatever; rejected. - 

Mr. Runnels moved to amend as follows: With the excep- 
tion of the Inauguration Ball. 

The Chair decided that the resolution and amendment would 
lie on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Dickson appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

Question: Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judg- 
ment of the House? which question was put and decided in the 


. Affirmative. 


Mr. Tarver offered the following resolution: — — 
Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed ` 
to inquire into the expediency of amending the sixteenth section 


Li 
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of an act regulating proceedings in the District Courts, approved 
May 11, 1846, that the criminal docket may be taken up, on the 
first day of the term ; adopted. MEM l 

. Mr. Taylor moved that the House proceed -to~the orders of 
the day, and the business on- the Speaker's table. . i 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the bill to amend the third section 
of an act to regulate the public printing, with report from the 
committee on Public Printing, was taken up. : i 

Question, on the adoption of the report was put and rejected, 
and, on motion of Mr. Runnels, bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to provide for ceding to the United States jurisdiction 
of certain lands in this State for. public purposes; read first 
time. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of State to employ 
a clerk, &c.; read first time. ` 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives to urge upon the Congress of the United States 
the passage of a law for the removal of Indians, with a substi- 
tute reported by the committee on Indian Affairs; substitute 
adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the several clerks of 
the county courts in the State of Texas to take the separate ac- 
knowledgments of married women to deeds executed by them ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Fields, ordered to be 
engrossed, 

The memorial of R. W. Martin, with a report fram com- 


- mittee; read, and report adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Polk, leave was granted by the House for 
the withdrawal of the petition. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate interest; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Fields, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution fo authorize the Governor to make temporary 
appointments to fill vacancies, &c.; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Bryan, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

- A bill to be entitled an act to prevent vexatious law-suits ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Stapp, referred to the 
Judiciary committee. 

_ A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the permanent loca- 
tion of the seat of justice of Cass county; read second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. ‘Taylor, ordered to be engrossed, ' 

„A bill to be entitled an aet regulating fees of county and dis. 
Ugct surveyors ; read.second time, and, on motion of Mr. Lewis, 
referred to the committee on Public Lands, m 
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Mr. Dickson moved that the House proceed to take up a bill 
to be entitled an act to authorize and empower all State, District 
and County officers to continue to perform the duties of their 
respective offices until their successors are elected, &c., with a 
report and substitute from the committee; substitute adopted, 
and bill passed to the third reading. i 

Mr. Whittlesey moved that the House adjourn ; lost. 

Mr. McKinney moved that the House do now adjourn; carried. 


a 


pad 


Tuesday, November 27th, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum pre- 
sent—absentees, 

Messrs. Crump of Bexar, and Lewis—journals of preceding 
day read and adopted. 

Mr. Russell presented a petition from the County Court of Fay- 
ette county, praying for a special tax to be levied for the purpose 
of building a jail, and, on motion of Mr. Russell, referred to the 
committee on Finance. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the Hotse of the passage of a bill, originating in 
the Senate, for the salaries and per diem pay of officers not other- 
wise provided for by law; also, a substitute to a bill regulating 
the pay of electors of President and Vice President of-the Unite 
States ; a bill to permit Mary Gillespie to adopt Susan Lavinia 
McGuffin, infant daughter of Samuel and Mary McGufiin, de- 
ceased, late of the county of Grimes. 

Joint resolution requesting the contractor of the mail route from 
Austin to Clarksville, by way of Bonham, to transport the mail on 
said route semi-weekly instead of weekly, atid making provisions 
for the same. l 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act establishing more per- 
manently the seat of justice of Collin county, approved January 
12, 1848. 

Mr. Shea presented a petition from Eugene O’Conner, praying 
for relief, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Shea, referred to the committee on Private 


"Land Claims. | 


Mr. Hardeman of Travis, presented a petition from William ~ 
W. Thompson, asking relief, &c. 


* 
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On motion of Mr. Hardeman of Travis, referred to committee 
on Public Lands. a 
Mr. Dickson presented a petition from Perry W, Perkins, pray- 
ing for relief, &c. l MM 
On motion ef Mr. Dickson, referred to the committee on Pub- 
lie Lands. " UM 
Mr. Lott presented a petition from William A. Allen, praying 
for relief, &c. l 
On motion of Mr. Lott, referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. = 
' Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report : ; 
_Commitrrer Room, November 27th, 1849. 


Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The Finance committee, to whom was referred a Joint resolu- 
tion, the object of whichis to authorize and require the Govern- 
or to procure a slab of native marble to be transmitted to Wash- 
ington and placed in the National Monument, about to be built in 
that city to the memory of Washington, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and not wishing to see 'l'exas behind her sister 
States in doing honor to the memory of that great and good man, 
the committee have unanimously instructed me to report favora- 
bly thereon; aud the following substitute, therefore, appropriat- 
ing, as the committee suppose, a sufficient amount of money to 


: accomplish this laudable object, is respectfully offered to the fa- 


vorable consideration of the House. 


Joint resolution authorizing the procurement of a slab of mar- 
ble of the required dimensions, to be placed in the National 
Monument, being built in the city of Washington; read first 
nur ; report and bill received to come up among the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. Clough, chairmai of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report : : 


Mr. SPEAKER: -~ 

Your committee, te whom was referred an act authorizing the 
Governor to offer a reward for fugitives from justice, have con- 
sidered the same, and being satisfied that it is the policy of the 
State to guard well, lest the ends of justice be evaded, instruct 
me, as their chairman, to report the bill back to the House, and 
respéctfully recommend that it be. passed ; (report and bill re- 
ceived to come up among. the orders of thé day ;) also;:a'jotht re- 
Solution relative to the removal to the seat of govemmrhent of 
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sundry papers and documents found in the office of the former 
Political Chief of Nacogdoches, and the Alcaldes of said muni- 
cipalities, was referred to your committee on Affairs of State for 
disposition. They have duly weighed the measure and deem it 
worthy the favorable consideration of the House; thengh, at the 
same time, they regret to say that their opportunities for deriving 
information, as to the importance and value of these papers, have 
been limited ; they have relied solely upon the intelligence of 
the honorable gentleman who introduced the resolution. Re- 
flecting, however, upon the many advantages which may, through 


. this avenue, accrue to the State and her institutions, and that facts 


of much poliical importance may, by such means, be collected 
for the future history of the country, induces your committee to 
report the resolutions baek to the House, and reccommend their 
passage, with this amendment: In first line of, section 2d, strike. 
out one hundred. and insert fifty dollars. All of which is pre- 
sented to your honorable body, with the respects of the commit- 
tee, who beg to be discharged. 
pM and resolution received to come up among the orders of 
the . l i 

Mr. Millican, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
coünts, made the following report : 


CowMrrTEE Room, November 27th, 1849. 
'T'othe Hon. C. G. Keenan, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation for the pro 
rata pay of Thomas P. Anderson, deceased, Surgeon in the Na- 
vy of the late Republic of Texas, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and, after fnature deliberation thereon, a majority of 
the committee have instructed me to report the bill back without 
amendment, and recommend ‘its passage. All of which is re- 
respectfully submitted to the House for its consideration. 

Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made.the following report: 


i . - CowurrrkEg Room, November 27th, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 


Speaker of tke House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to be ~ 
entitled an act to incorporate the Marshall Cemetery Company ; 


" » 
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also, a bill to be entitled an act making additional appropriations 
of land for purposes of education ; also, a joint resolution for the 
relief of Hugh McClure, and find the same correctly engrossed ; 
report accepted. . l 

Mr. Russell introduced a bill to be entitled an act to prohibit 
the sale or gift of spirituous liquors to slaves ; read first time. 

Mr. Clough introduced a bill to be entitled an act to authorize 
the County*Court of Harrison county to have record book B, of 
bonds, deeds and mortgages, and other instruments of writing, 
now in the county clerk’s office of said county, transcribed ; read 
first time. 

On Mr, Taylors motipn the House proceeded to take up the 
business on the Speaker’s table, and the 4 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives to‘urge upon the Congress of the United States 
the passage of a law for the removal of Indians; read third time 
and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and empower all dis- 
trict and county officers to continue to perform their duties until 
their successors are elected ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for ceding to the United States ju- 
risdiction over certain lands in this State for public purposes ; 
read third time. l 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment : Strike out the 
words “in courts” in the third section, and insert the words “ into 
the Treasury of the State of Texas ;” adopted. 

Mr. Franklin offered to amend further, by inserting the words 
. “for the benefit of the owner or owners of the land ;” adopted, 

and, on Mr. Diekson's motion, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

- Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report : 


COMMITTEE Room, November 27, 1849. 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined an act to re- 
peal a portion of an act to give to each corporate county of this 
State its own surveyor, map and records, approved March 20th, 
1848, and find the same correctly enrolled; and, having been 
signed by the speaker of the House of Representatives and Pres- 
ident of the Senate, was this day presented to His Excellency the 
Governor for iris approval. Report read and accepted. 
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Joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of State to employ a 
Clerk, etc.; read second time, and, on Mr. Bee's motion, passed: 
to third reading. i 

Joint resolution for the relief of James M. Manning, with report 
from committee ; report adopted ; bill read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Clements, ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for relief of Thomas Ward, with report from 
committee ; report adopted, and bill passed to third réading. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Balch; read third time 
and passed. l 

A bill to incorporate the Brownsville Lyceum; read third time 
and passed by a constitutional majority. — ' l 

The resolution offered by Mr. Tarver on yesterday to go inte 
the election of District Attorney of the Third Judicial District, 
was taken up ; read and adopted. 

Joint resolution to amend the twenty-sixth section of an act 
concerning crimes and punishments, approved March 20, A. D. 
1848; readsecond time. 

Mr. Scott moved its engrossment. The question put, and the 
House refused to engross. - 

Mr. Wilson moved a reconsideration of the vote just had on 
the bill refusing to engross ; carried. 

Mr. Bryan moved its reference to the Judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the bill was laid-on the table for 
one day. g 

A bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the time of the meeting 
of the Legislature of the State of Texas ; read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the committee on State 
Affairs, DN l 

The resolutión offered by Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, on 
yesterday, to prohibit dancing in the Hall of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, was taken up and read. 

The question being on the adoption of the resolution, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Winfield,-a call of the House was had. 

Mr. Lewis being in attendance on a special committee, the 
Sergeant-at-arms was despatched after him. 

A full House being in attendance, on Mr. 'l'arver's motion, tha 
call was suspended. - 

Mr. Holland moved to lay the resolution on the table until the 
last day of the sessión, upon which the ayes and nays were call- 
- ed, and resulted as follows: E 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Charlton, Clements, 
Clough, Crump of Austin, Crump of Bexar, Gillet, Hardeman ef ` 
Travis, Holland, Lewis, Lott, McKinney, Pace, Reynolds, Stott, 


A 
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Shaw, Shea, Smith-of Shelby, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver; 
Whittlesey and’ Winfield—26. | . . 

^ Nays--Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Cochran, Dickson, Fields, 
franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Jowers, Lloyd, McNairy, 
Millican, Polk, Russell, Selman, Smith of Red River, Stapp, 
Taylor, Wilson, Williams and Wren—20@ | 

So the resolution was laid on the table until the last day of the 

session. o 

- T'he chair announced to the House, several communications 
from the heads of departments, and, on motion of Mr. Lott, the 
same were taken np. 

A communication from the Adjutant General was read, and, on 
Mr. Fields! motion, referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, a communication from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office was read, and, on motion of Mr. Lott, the same was 
referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the petition of the citizens of 
Smith and Rusk; also, the report of the Judiciary committee 
relative to the same, were'taken up, aud referred to the same , 
committee. 

The joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of the State 
to purchase a small log building adjacent to the General Land 
Office, and making provision for the same, was taken up and 
read, and, on motion of Mr. Franklin, referred to the committee 
on Public Buildings. 

Mr. Crump of Bexar offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of appointing a Spanish translator 
for the State, whose duty it shall be to translate all public doc- 
uments not pertaining to the General Land Office, from one 
language into the other as may be required, and report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Mr. Lewis offered to amend by inserting after the word “doe- 
uments,” “and laws;” adopted. 

. Mr. Scott moved to amend by inserting after the word “Span- 
ish,” the words “ and German ;” adopted. 

Mr. Tarver moved to strike out all after the word “public,” 
and insert “ laws ;” adopted. 

' Mr. Bee moved to strike out “Judiciary committee,” and in- 
sert “committee on State Affairs ;” carried. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolution as 

amended, upon which the ayes and nays were called, and stood 
as follows: EE 


Ayes-—Messrs, Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clerhents, Clough, 


^ 
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Cochran, Crump of.Austin, Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Franklin, 
Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Hol- 
land, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, McNairy, Millican, 
Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Shaw, Shea, Stapp, Sterne, 
Smith of Shelby, Smith of Red River, Stewart, Tarrant, ‘Tarver, 
Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren—43. 
Nays—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Fields and Selman—4,. 
‘So the resolution was adopted. | 


Mr. Lewis, chairman of the Special comniittee, by leave, made 
the following report: E 


To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The special committee to whose consideration was referred a 
joint resolution providing for the appointment of a committee of 
five, to be composed of two members of the Senate and three 
from the House of Representatives, to examine the Penitentiary, 
have instructed me to report, that from the evidence which has 
been presented to them by persons who have visited the Peniten- 
tiary, and that contained in the report of the directors of that'in- 
stitution, they consider it absolutely necessary that such a com- 
mittee be appointed, unless some further information, based upon 
the examination of. disinterested and practical observers, is pres- 
ented to this Legislature. Your committee believe that this body 
would not consider itself warranted to vote an appropriation of 
money inadequate to continue the prosecution of the work on the 
present plan, which would result in the abandonment of the en- 
terprise, and the loss to the State of the large amount already ex- 
pended. "2 


The sum of ($19,311 32) nineteen thousand three hundred 
dollars and thirty-two cents has already been drawn, and no buil- 
ding, or part of a building, is as yet in a situation to receive con- 
victs, and but a small commencement has been made towards 
completing the contemplated design described in the report of the 
Board of Directors. The expense of such a commission isa 
matter of the slightest moment when compared with the large 
amount already appropriated for the Penitentiary, and which, if 
any appropriation is made, will be devoted to that purpose at the 
present session of the Legislature. 


The committee therefore have instructed me to report the joint - 
resolution to the House, and recommend its passage with the fol- 
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lowing amendment: after the words “Slate or Metal,” in the 
twenty-second line, insert the following: “to compare the ac- 
counts rendered by the Directors with their respective vouchers,” 
and recommend its passage. 

Report and joint resolution for the same received fo come up 


among tlre orders of the day. - 
On motion of Mr. Winfield, the House adjourned. 


€^. 


- 
pend 


l Austin, November 28th, 1849. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum pre- 
sent; absent, Mr. Tarver. 

Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Lott presented a petition from sundry citizens of Hender- 
son county, asking for the permanent location of the county seat 
- of said county. š 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Lloyd presented a petition, and the certificate of the dis- 
trict surveyor of Rusk county, asking for school lands, etc. 

On motion, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
through his private Secretary Mr. “Hickey, informing the House 
that he had signed and approved the following bills, to wit : 

An act to incorporate Austin College; 


An act appropriating five thousand dollars for the contingent | 


expenses of both Houses of the Legislature; 

An act to extend the eastern boundary of the State of Texas, 
80 as to include within its limits the western half of Sabine Pass, 
ee Lake, and Sabine River, up to the 32nd degree of north 

atitude; x 
Also an act to: establish and incorporate Rutersviile College, 
approved February 5th, 1840. 
'  Mr.-Hardeman of Travis, presented a petition from Thomas 
H. Düval, asking ‘the sale of lots Nos. 1, 2, and 3, ete. 

On motion, referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Stewart presented the petition from sundry citizens of 
Guadalupe county, praying that a portion of said county be an- 
nexed to Comal county. 

On motion, referred to the committee on County Boundaries, 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report : 
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To the Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives > 
The committee on the. Judiciary, to whom was referred the 


Senate’s resolution amending the constitution in compliance with . 


the resolution of the House, requiring them to report relative to 
the bill in their possession containing the proposed amendment to 
the constitution, respeptfülly ask leave to report: that they have 
in their possession the Senate's resolution amending the constitu- 
tion, and have had the same under consideration. In so ggavea 
matter as is involved in the change which will be effected in the 
constitution of the State by the passage of the resolution by the 
House, your committee believe it to be a duty which they owe to 
the House, as well as to-themselves, to ascertain from careful ex- 
aminalion, the consequences that must necessarily follow the 
adoption of the amendment proposed, and after mature deliber- 
ation to suggest such Legislative action as your committee might 
deem best calculated to carry into effect the proposed amendment, 
and to obviate the real or supposed inconveniences which may 
result from adopting the resolution submitted to them. Your 
committee are not disposed to prevent or unnecessarily to delay 
any aetion on the resolution, which the House may deem wise 
and proper; at the same time in so important a measure, they 
desire to make such a report ns. will enable the House to act with 
&full knowledge of the consequences which must flow from 
adopting the amendment, so that the House may take such legis- 
lative action, before and after the adoption of the amendment, as 
in the. wisdom of the House may be best calculated to avoid in- 
conveniences, and to carry into effeet the objects proposed.by-the 
amendment of the constitution; these motives have been dis- 
cussed by your committee and action on them is believed to be 
essentially necessary to wise legislation. They have requested their 
chairman to embody the views of the committee in the form of 
a report, which will be adopted by the committee and reported 
to the House at as early a period as is, consistent, with the dis- 
charge of their duty as members of the committee, and as mem- 
bets of the House ; report received to come up among the orders 
of the day. , ; NE 

Mr, Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: TN , 
CommITTEE Room, November 28th; 1849. 
To the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, 07 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: , 
The Fibance committee, to whom was referred the petition of 


Charles Shearn, asking the Legislature to authorize the jssugnce .. 
to said Shean of duplicate drafts for;the.sum .of.four theugand . 
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four hundred dollars, in place of drafts for that amount against the 
late Republic, which have been lost, have had thesame under eon- 
sideration, and the committee have instructed me to say, that they 
are clearly satisfied Mr. Shearn is entitled to the-rettef asked for; 
but as the committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom a similar 
petition has been referred, propose reporting a general bill for the 
relief of all persons who have lost papers of that description, by 
the provisions of which the petitioner may obtain the desired du- 
plicates, it is deemed unnecessary to prepare a special bill for his 
relief; the committee, therefore, ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject ; report received to come up 
among the orders of the day. l 
Mr. Millican, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following report: l 
l CommıTTEE Room, Nov. 28th, 1849. 
" 'To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
- Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
T'he committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was refer- 
red the petition and the accompanying account of C. C. Taylor, 
have had the sameunder consideration. Your committee find, from 
all the evidence they have been able to procure upon the subject, 
that the petitionet is entitled to glief as set forth in his petition. 
Your committee find by reference to the General Land Office, 
that the map as described in said petition is used in that office, 
and that the work has been very well executed, and a less amount 
has been charged for compiling and projecting the same, inclu- 
ding the expense and labor of connecting titled surveys, than has 
been allowed, in other cases for compiling 'and/projecting maps 
alone, exclusive of feld labor. A majority of the committee 
-haye,instructed me to report the petition and accompanying bill 
to. the House, and recommend its passage ; all of which is respect- 
full y'submitted for the consideration of the House. l l 
- A bill to be entitled am aet for the relief of C. C: Taylor; rec 
first time ; bill.and report received to come up among the orders 
af, the days : £2 aen est 
^ Mr. Millican, chairman of the committee on. Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following,report. s. - : 
t ou +Gouuinrer. Room, November 28th, 1849. 
To-the Hon.’C. G.KEENAN, 4 did. e 
bep es . © Speaker of the House gf Representatiues:. 
4 The conunittee on Claims. and Accounts, to, ilem was,referred 
the petition of S. G, Newton, have had the same under copsidez- 
-ationgangd;aftes;matyre., deliberation, dirais the opinien of 
your committee that a general law should, be passed,; „a majgnipy 
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of the committee have instructed me to report the petition back 
to the House, with a general bill accompanying the same, and 
recommend its passage; all of which is respectfully submitted to 
the House for its consideration. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for issuing duplicate 
evidences of indebtedness of the late Republic of 'T'exas, in cer- 
tain cases ; read first time ; bill and report received to come up 
among the orders of the day. 0 i $ 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : 


COMMITTEE Room, Nov. 27, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives :_ 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act to provide for the permanent location of the seat 
of justice for Cass county; also a bill- to be entitled an act to 
amend the 3rd section of an act to.regulate the public printing ; 
also a bill to be entitled, an act to authorize the several clerks of 
the County Courts in the State of Texas, to take the separate ac- 
knowledgment of married women to deeds executed by them, 
and find the same correctly enghossed ; report accepted. 

Mr. Lloyd, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, November 28, 1849. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: . 

The committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, to whom was 
referred an act to amend an act authorizing and requiring county 
courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers, etc., approved March 
15, 1848, and also a bill to be entitled an act to amend the 6th 
section ef said act, have had said bills under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report the following substitute amending 
the several sections as proposed by the two bills referred, and ask 
its adoption and passage by the House. . 

A bill to be entitled an act toamend the @rd, 4th, 6th, and 7th 
sections of an act authorizing and requiring the county courts to 
regulate roads, appoint overseers, etc., approved March 15, 1848; 


report and substitute received to come up among the orders of 
e day. 


Mr. Crump of Austin, chairman of the committee on Military ~ 


Affairs, made the following report : 
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To the Hon. C. G: Keenan,: sorea, beer oe han pidet 
ots iren Spéaker ofthe Howse of Tübpresentalésésul t. 

‘The committee dn Militaty Afairs, to-whom Wis fefétred ‘the 
bill reqitiriny the. Adjutaht'Gehdfal to provide! for theteletiitig 


and safe keeping of the munitions of “war, af the’ city GP ‘Ganre 
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ton, have-duly considered it, and instroeted ihe to male thé. 2 
lowing report: The committee doubt the propriéty of reperite the 
Adjatant General to keep the armsat thé-city of Galvestánjor at 
anycother place, subject: to thé damp- atrhosphere so iniseparable ® 
from the vicinity of the: sea-éóast, they are too remote from the 
Adjutant General's offic for him te bestow that atténtion’- whith 
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committee imstruct me te a accampahyiń : mulu for 


. the bill and recommend its passage :.7.: / 1 z 


A bill to be entitled an act- t pióvige ‘for the — of the 
munitions of war belonging to the -State.of ‘Texas, to,the eity of 
Austin ; read first time; report and substitute received to eome up 
among ihe orders. of the. day. 

. Mr. Holland offered the OWE picamble nd resolution : 

Whereas, Under a law approved 27th April, A. D. 1846, enti- 
tled an actto restore lands sold for Taxes etc., no provision was. 
made to pay assessors for executing deeds of conveyance to such 
land or lands bid in by the State; and whereas, it is but just and 
equitable that the State should pay the same amount, the law pe- 


' quires of individuals to the assessors,. 


Therefore be it resolved, That the committee on the Judieiary 
be instructed. to. consider the propriety -and necessity of enacting 
alaw for the compensation of such officers in such ease or cases, 
where the State is the purchaser, and that said committee be re- 
quested to report such a bill as in their wisdom, they may think fit. 

.Mr. Lewis moved its rejection. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, it was laid on the table. 

Mr. Millican offered the following resolution > 

Resolved, That. the committee on Finance he instructed to as- 
certain as near as practicable the amount ef funds remaining in. 
the hands of receivers of public money at the time ot the organ-. 
ization of the State government, how mueh has since been cellect- 
ed, what steps have been taken for the collection or seeuring the 
same, the names of those then and now indebted, what expenses 
have been incurred, and generally the condition of the finances 
of the country, and report the same to this House ; adopted. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the eommittee en Public Lands be required to 
take-under consideration, the propriety of some law by whieh. a, 
negotiation can bé made with the General Government for the : 
sale'ef a portion or all the publie domain of the State óf; Texas; ? 
retaining her jurisdiction over thesame ; rejected. ^ — . 

Ma. Bugney introduced. a bill to be entitled an act to orententhe- 
county.of MeLennam; read-fixgtdime., . VU dina sus 

Mr. Johnson. introduced, a. joint. resolntjon: ppirepsiatitg down 
thousand dollars, fox the compensation. the assessons: jak distges: 
taxes for taking sbasprmeration ofrthe inhabitants of theiitate: 
foxthe year 1843; venddfirst time. por drag vider vss atad bliss 

siu tReisa e yas ag ogiyed. from. the Senatepoforming, di güd: 
RERNE ofaideint wesolution..granting ofarthen tire for dae. - 
payingntofgovena ment dues; and, theretunaie£ Tideo 
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"My! Joweit moved to récóhsider the voté just had} réjectin the 
j ` Se 4 H s" 
resolution offered by, Mr. Taylor, requesting the committee;on 


Pubtié, Lands to take under consideration the propriety-of enact- 
ing some Taw by whieh a negotiation can be made with ‘the Gen- 
eral Governtuent for fhe sale of the public domain of the State 
of Texas ; on motion of Mr.’ Lott, the motion was laid on the 
table. E : 
. Mr. Lewis introduced a bill to. be entitled ani act for the relief 
of Thomas Wm. Ward, late Commissiener of the General Land 
Office ; read first time.. 
" Mr. Pace introduced a bill to be entitled án act prescribing the 
manner of executing process; read first time. 

On Mr. Bryan's motion, the House proceeded to the orders of 
the day, and the business on the Speaker's table.. ` 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill to be entitled. an act to establish the per diem and’ 
mileage pay of the electors of President and Vice President of the. 


United States with substitute from the Senate; substitute adopted. - 


Joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of State to employ a 
clerk; read third time, and, on motion of Mr. Fields, laid on. 
the table. 

Joint resolution.for the reliefof Thomas Ward; read third time., 
Mt. Russell moved its referenée to the committee on Publié Build- 
ings. The previous question being called for, was put and car- 
ried. ‘The ‘main. question ; Shall the bill pass? was then put, 
and carried,, | MEC 

- A bill to be entitled an, agt tó incorporate the Marshall [o eme- 
ery company, was read, a third ‘time, and. passed by a constitu. 


s% H 


iónal májority. ' 
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_ A. bill.to be entitled an.actgnalting.adüitiongl apprepriations,af 
land for the purposes of education ; read third time and passed,, 
vA bill4o beventifled: an, act: authorizing the Gevernen to offer 
rewardsrfor fugiti¢es: from justies; wath-yeport from committee. 

State Affaiasy was readisceond:time, aud, ori motion of Mx. dilields, 
Pissed tO milirdifeadinguet av bos | S690 ena ost ay leis 
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dócuniénts now inifhie dlerk’s office at. Nacogdoéhes, 
ments offered by’ the committee on State Affairs’: 
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adopted, bill read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Sterne, or- 


4 5 { 


dered to be engrossed. . md 
: Joint resolution authorizing the procurement of a slab of native 
matble of the required dimensions fo be placed in the National 
Monument, being built in the city of Washingtion, with a sub- 
stitute offered by the committee on F'inanée ; substitute adopted, 
and on motion of Mr. Bogart, ordered to be engrossed. > >`. 

A bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation for the pre 
rata pay of Thomas P. Anderson, deceased, Surgeon in the Navy 
of the late Republic of ‘Texas, with report from committee on 
Claims and Accounts, was read, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, laid 
on the table until to-morrow. o RA , 

A message was received from the Senate informing the’ House 
of the adoption, by that body of the Substitute to the joint reso- 
lution instructing our Senators and requesting our Reptesenta- 
tives in the United States Congress to urge the passage of a law 
for the removal of the Indians within our territory; also, the 
passage of a joint resolution for the relief of Albert Yon Ger Mar. 

Mr. Clough moved to re-consider the vote just had upon the 
bill authorizing the Governor to offer rewards for fugitives from 
justice, the motion put and carried. : Le 

A bill to authorize the county court of Harrison county to have 
record book B. of bonds, deeds, mortgages and other instruments 
of writing now in the county clerk’s office of said county tran- 
scribed, on motion of Mr. Taylor, was read -by its caption and 
referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to fix the salary and per diem pay of officers not other- 
wise provided for by law from the Senate; read first time. 

Joint resolntion to amend the 26th Section ef an act concern- 
ing crimes and punishments, approved March, A. D. 1848 ; read 
second time, and Mr. McKinney offered to amend as follows, in- 
sert after the word “swine,” "or any other quadruped or biped,” 
adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Fields, referred to the committee 
on State Affairs, 

The resolution from the Senate appointing a committee and 
requesting a like committee on the part of the House to examine 
into the condition of the .Penitentiary with report from the Spe- 
cial committee was read; and, on motion of Mr. Fields, màde, 
the special order of theday for Saturday next. m 

On motion of Mr. Crump of Bexar, the House adjourned. 
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Austin, November 29th, 1849, - 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called-—quorum pre- 
sent ; absentees, Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Lewis, Smith of Red River, 
and Tarver. Journal ef the preceding day read'and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Smith of Red River, was ex- 
cused from attendance on the House on account of sickness. 

Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Education, made the 
following report: i - l 

l CowMrTTEE Room, November 28, 1849. 
To the Hon. C, G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Education instruct me to report back to the 
House the resolution requiring the committee to take into consid- 
eration the expediency ef authorizing the negotiation of a loan 
to the State of $106,000, to be paid at the pleasure of the State, 
out of the proceeds of the sales of the school lands, and to de- 
vote the money thus horrowed to the maintenance of free pub- 
lic schools throughout the State, and recommend its rejection. 
The preposition contained in the resolution, has received from 
the committee that reflection which such a grave question de- 
serves from them ; the mode proposed for raising this fund can- 
not be recommended, for the reason that the 10th article, section 
3d, of the Constitution, expressly forbids it. It says that the 
public lands “ shall not be alienable,” moreover the amount pro- 
posed to be borrowed, is too small to accomplish the object de- 
sired. Should the lean be effected, the State must become re- 
sponsible for the amount, and until it is paid she is debarred (ex- 
cept in ease of war) from making a loan for any other purpose 
by the 38th section of general provisions of the’ Constitution. 
It is inexpedient, then, under existing circumstances, for her tə 
make this loan. The committee feelingly estimates the necessi- 
ty of edueation amongst the masses, yet they are unwilling at 
the present time, whilst the large debt contracted during our re- 
volutionary struggle remains unpaid, to advise any addition to 
that indebtedness, even by an effort to educate the chiidren of the 
State. The means which have been appropriated by the State 
for school purposes, and which are rightfully in her reach, should 
be used so soon as the object for which they were appropriated 
can be obtained by them; how to obtain this object, with the pre- 
sent limited available. means of the State, is a question of the 
deepest interest with the committee, arid one which they have not 
entirely solved ; they hope, however, to be able to present to the 
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House sore plan by which the present school fund (amounting 
to about $26,000} may be advantageously disposed of. 

The ehactment of school laws and the appropriation of money 
by the State for educational purposes ean effect but little, witheut 
a. zealous. co-operation on the part of the people ; indeed the main 
part of the work must in the end devolve upon them, for the 
State can but start the bali and they must keep it in motion. The 
State has done this, she has been munificent in her donations of 
land and the appropriating of one-tenth of her annual revenue ; 
some time must elapse before the first can be brought into market 
and the proceedsapplied to educatingthe young. The people then 
‘cannot expect any immediate aid from this source, they must look 
to the other, and mainly rely upon their own efforts to build up 
schools of their own. Let all such, taking the lead, be examples 

or their sister counties to follow in the noble and patriotic cause 

of educating the rising generation. Upon them rests the perpe- 
tuity of our free institutions, for freedom and intelligence are twin 
sisters born of liberty, separate them, and you make room for ty- 
ranny. All of which is respectfully submitted ; report received 
to come up among the orders of the day. 

Also the following report: 

The committee on Education instruct me to report back to the 
House an act to exempt from taxation property belonging to 
schools and colleges; also, an act to incorporate the 'l'exana 
Academy, the last with an amendment to the 10th section after 
therewith,” and insert the words “and ten acres of,” and sub- 
mit the same for the action of the House. All of which is re- 
spectfully submitted ; report received to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. » 

Mr. Cramp of Austin, chairman of the committee on Military 
Affairs, made the following report: 


CoMwMrTTEE Room, November 29th, 1549. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred a 
bill te be entitled an act to provide for the pay of the Mier prison- 
ers, have duly considered the same, and instruct me to report 
that they believe the provisions of the bill to be simply in accord- 
ance with justice, and the compensation very reasonable; but 
deeming that the objeet sought to be reached by the bill, can be 
better attained by simplifying the mode of process required in 
said bill, inasmuch as it is at best uncertain whether or not a 
duly recognized muster roll exists, the committee would beg 
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feave to repott a sabstitute to the bill, and cheerfully recotnmiend 
its passages go s ee cpi NAE 

-A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the pay of the Mier 
prisoners ; report and.substitute received to come. up among the 
orders of theday.  . 7 T i 

Mr. Milliean, ehairman of the committee on Claims and Ac« 
counts, made the following report: ` 

; CowMrTTEE Room, November 29th, 1849.. 
'Tothe Hon. C. G. Keenan, CE 
Speaker of the House of Representatives :- 

. The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was refer- 
red the- petition of John Gillespie, praying the Legislature to 
grant to the petitioner duplicate drafts of funded debt, have had the 
same under consideration. Your committee are of opinion that 
the general bill, previously reported by yourcommittee, embraces: 
the objects desired by the petitioner; they have instructed me to 
report the petition back to the House, and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the-same. All-of which is re- 
spectfully submitted for the. consideration of the House; report 
received to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Lloyd, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, made the following report :- 

CowMTTTEE Room, November 29th, 1849. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN; ; 
© Speaker of the House of Representatives > 

The committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, to whom was 
referred a resolution instructing said committee to inquire into 
the propriety of so altering the road law as to substitute a tax on 
persons liable to work on roads in lieu of ‘the ten days labor, &c., 
have had said resolution under consideration, and instruct me to. 
report that they deem the proposed plan inexpedient, and not on- 
ly inexpedient, but unnecessary, as the 18th section of the act 
authorizing the county courts to regulate roads, &c., expressly 
gives the privilege to all persons to commute the labor by paying 
the amount of money for which such persons would be liable for - 
neglecting or refusing to work. The committee, therefore, ask 
to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject ; re- 
port received-to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gillet offered the following joint resolution : 

Whereas, many reports are now Tiv circulation to the effect that 
the citizens of our State who reside in the district of Santa Fé, 
have organized or are about organizing a territorial goverment, 
and have elected one Hugh Smith of somebody else, a deleguté to^ 
the United States Congress. ‘Therefore, Aio. 
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Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State af Texas, That 
should the said Hugh Smith or any person else, present himself 
at Washington, and ask a seat as a member or delegate from San- 
ta Fé, it will be the duty of our Representatives in Congress to 
enter their solemn protest against any such person being allowed 
a seat as member aforesaid. 

And be it further resolved, That should the Congress of the 
United States admit any person so applying, to take a seat as a 
member from Santa Fé, this State will regard such action on the 

.part of Congress as a virtual dismemberment of a great portion 
of territory which legitimately belongs to the State of 'T'exas, 
and in direct violation of the compact of annexation. Therefore, 

Be it further solemnly resolved, That as much as we the Re- 
presentatives of the whole people of Texas, deprecate any action, 
on our part which would tend to alienate the feelings of the 
General Government, orany of the sister States from us, we feel 
it to be our imperative duty, that in the event any person or per-' 
sons should be admitted to a seat as Representative or delegate to 
the United States Congress, from Santa Fe, or any other portion 
of the territory, included within and defined by various laws of 
thelate Republic and present State of 'l'exas, as being a portion 
of her territory, it will be the duty of our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in the United States Congress, and we respectfully re- 
quest them to leave their seats and return immediately home, 

Be it further resolved, That the Governor be and he is hereby 
requested to forward to the Presideut of the United States, and to 
the Senators and Representatives of this State in the United 
States Congress, eacha copy of these resolutions; read first time. 

Mr. Wilson moved a suspension of the rules to place the reso- 
lution on 1ts second reading ; lost. 

Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution : - ; 

Resolved, That his Eixcellency the Governor, be hereby re- 
quired to lay before the House, at his earliest convenience, any 
information which may have been received by him respecting 
Santa Fe, since the 5th inst. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the rule was suspended and the 
resolution adopted. dE. 

Mr. Burney moved to take up the 
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A bill to be entitled an: act muakig an appropriation. for the ' 
pro rata»pay.of Thdmas, P. Amderson deneased, Surgeomincthe -: 
Navy of the late Republic'oi;fPexás; on motion, was-ondened to: 
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be engrossed by the following vote, the ayes and noes. being called 
for, stood as follows:: .' 

Ayes —Messrs, Speaker, Dee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Clough, 
Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Hardeman of Travis, Lewis, 
Lott, McKinney, Selman, Shea, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, 'Faylor, 
Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren— 23. 

- Noes— Messrs. Charlton, Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of 
Nacogdoches, Holland, Jowers, Lloyd, Millican, Pace, Polk, Rey- 
nolds, Russell, Scott, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, Sterne, 'l'arver, 
and Whittlesey—19. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 3d section of an act to 
regulate the public printing; read 3rd time and passed. 

Mr. Lott, by leave of the House, offered the following iae 
tion : l 
Resolved, That itis the sense of this House, that the basis of 
representation shall be established, so as to augment the number 
of Reptesentatives to fifty, and the number of Senators to twenty 
two, and no more, and that the Speaker appoint one representa- 
tive from each judicial district, and that the House, respectfully 
request the appointment of a like committee on the part of the 
Senate to arrange and compose the counties, and reporta bill that 
will meet the requirements of the constitution, and in accordance 
with this resolution ; resolution read, and on motion of Mr, 'Tay- 
lor, laid on the’table. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 

CommiTTEE Room, Nov. 29, 1849, 
To the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representativés : 

.'The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined an act to 
permit Mary Gillespie to adopt Susan Lavinia McGuffin, infant- 
daughter of Samuel and Mary E. McGuffin, both deceased, late 
of the county of Grimes. Also an.aetto amend the 2d and 3rd 
sections of an act entitled an act establishing more permanently” 
the seat of justice of Collin county, approved January 12th, 1848. 
Also a joint resolution requesting the contractor of the mail route 
from Austin to Clarksville by way of Bonham, to transport the 
mailonsaid route semi-weekly instead of weekly, and making 
provisions for the same; and find the same correctly enrolled and 
having been signed by the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tiyes'and President of the Senate, were this ind presented to m3 
Ekeellency. the Governor, ‘for his &bprewàl. sss enin a 

ith Hill-to-providefor the permanent location: e the-soatuef j jas- 
tice of .Cass county ysread thind time and.passed,-:3 3M Ye perea - 
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- A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the several clerks of the 
county courts in the State of Texas to take the separate acknowl- 
edements of married women to' deeds executed by them; réad 


— third time and passed. ~ `- 


Joint resolution for the relief of Albert Von Ger Mar; read 
first time. 

Joint resolution granting further time for the payment of gov- 
erninent dues and the return of field notes ; read first time. : 

A bill to.be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas Wm. Ward. 
late Commissioner of the General Land Office; read second time, 
and on motion of Mr. Lewis, referred to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts. 

Joint resolution appropriating four thousand dollars for the 
compensation of the assessors of direct taxes, for taking the enu- 
meration of the inhabitants of the State for (he year 1848 ; read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to fix the salaries and per diem pay of officers not other- 
wise provided for by law. Mr. Taylor offered an amendment, 
Mr. Fields moved to refer the bill and amendment to the commit- 
tee on State affairs, which motion was put and carried. 

The report cf the committee on Finance, on. the petition of 
Charles Shearn was read, and, on motion of Mr, Russell, laid on 
the table for the present. 

A bill for the relief of C. C. Taylor, read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Tarrant, ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the issuing of duplicate evidences 
of indebtedness of the late Republie of 'l'exas in certain cases; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Tarver, referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. p^ 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act authorizing and 
requiring county Courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers, etc.,. 
approved March 15th, 1848, with a substitute reported by the 
committee on Roads, Bridges, ete. The question being on the 
adoption of thesubstitute, was put and carried, and, on motion of 
Mr. Dickson, ordered to be engrossed. : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the removal of the munitions of 
war belonging to the State of Texas, to the city of Austin, with 
a substitute reported by the committee on Military Affairs; sub- 


stitute adopted, and on motion of Mr. Holland, bill ordered to be 


engrossed. i 
A bill to prescribe the manner of executing process, was taken 
up, Mr. Russell moved, that it be read by its caption, and referred. 
to the Judiciary committee, lost; bill read second time, and, én 
motion of Mr. Dickson, referred to the Judiciary committee. 
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A bili to. create the county of: McLennan, on motion of Mr. 
Burney, ‘was rea by its caption and referred to the commiltee ou 
County Boundaries. 
` The resolution requiring the Judiciary committee-to report re: 
lative to the bill in their possession, relative to the proposed amend- 
ments to the Constitution was read, aud, on"motion of Mr. "Tay- 
lor, the report was adopted. 

On Mr. Scott's motion, the House adjourned. 


Austin, November 30, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorurm 
present; absentees, Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clough, Cramp of Bex- 
ar, Gillett and Stapp. 

Journal of preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Williams presented a petition from John H. Mitchell, 
praying for relief, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, was referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Lewis presented a petition from sundry citizens of Bexar 
county, asking the creation of a new Judicial District. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis , Was referred to the Judiciary Commit- 


tee. 


Mr. Wilson presented a petition from John R. Baker, praying 
for relief, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, was referred to the committtee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Johnson presented a petition from James Bates, asking re- 
lief, &c. i 

On motion of! Mr. Johnson, was referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Federal Relations, 
made the following report: _ i - 

~ CouMtrTEE Room, Nov. 30, 1849. 

Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of. Representatives : 

The TM on Federal Relations, to whom was referred n 
joint resolution, instructing our ‘Senators and requesting our Re- 
presentatives in the U. S. Congress. to procure the passage.of a 
law giying.to the State of Texas jurisdiction over the south half 
of Red Biver, from, the Louisiana Jine to the hundredth deee of 
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longitude west from Greenwich, have had the same’ under ‘coni- 
sideration, and report it back to the House and recommend its 
passage. , l 

Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informiug the House of the passage of the several bills ori- 
ginating in the Senate : . a 

A billto amend the 55th section of the act to organize justices’ 
courts, and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same, 
approved March 20th, 1846; a bill to anthorize clerks of coun- 
ty courts to take the acknowledgment of married women to 
deeds; a bill creating the counties of Presidio, El Paso, and 
Worth; a bill to prohibit the execution of a mortgage or lien 
upon the homestead of a family, as defined in the constitution, 
by the husband, without the consent of the wife; a bill origina- 
ting in the House, to regulate the election of clerks of the district 
courts in the several counties of this State. 

Mr. Crump of Austin, chairman of the committee on Military 
Affairs, made the following report : 


Commitrrr Room, Nov. 29, 1549. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The resolution inquiring into the expediency of ordering a 
sale of all the military supplies belonging to the late Republic of- 
Texas, has been laid before the committee on Military Affairs . 
and duly considered. The committee entertain the opinion, as 
the buttons (the only stores on hand) were intended for military 
purposes alone, it wonld be impossible to dispose of them at one- 
fiftieth part of their original cost. Hence it would be better to 
let them remain in their present depository, (the Adjutant Gene- 
ral’s office). As the committee deein this the only advantageous - 
disposition that can be made of them at present, they would 
most respectfully ask to be discharged from its further consider- 
ation. 

Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 

Also, the following report: 


007 CowMrrTEE Room, 29th Nov., 1849. 
To the Hon, C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of ihe House of Representatives = : 
The petition of Wm. T. Jackson, referred to the comniittee on 
Military Affairs, praying compensation for serviees réndared the 
Republic of Texas; during thé year 1842, have exommrned' the 
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merit of.his claim, amd instruct: me. to. report it back to the House, 
with. the accompanying papers, and ask to be.dischar ged from its 
further consideration. 

.." Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Burney; chairman of. the | committee on Private Land. 
Claims, made the following report: 


Lote 


Hon. C. G. KEENAN, , 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 


Commies Roo Nov. 30, 1849. 


` red the petition of John Barton, have considered tke same, and 


find from the evidence adduced; that petitioner entered the serv- 
ice of Texas as a volunteer, for during the war with Mexico, pre- 
vipus to the 1st of Augus't, 1836, and received an honorable dis- 
charge therefrom, and thereby ‘became legally entitled to one 
third of a league of land as a headrighi ;.and that petitioner has 
never received a certificate for said quantity of land, Therefore. 
the committee have instructed me to report a bill for his relief, 
and recommend its passage: Joint resolution for the relief of John 
Barton —read first time ; feport and resolution received-to come 
up ainong the orders of ‘the day, 

Mr. Charlton, chairman of the Committee on County Bound- 
aries, made the following report : . 
` -  Commitres Room, Nov. 29, 1849. 

Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
` Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The. committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
an act to locate permanently the county seat of Henderson coun- 
ty, have had the.same under consideration, and instruct me to 
report it back for the consideration of the House, by striking out 
in 5th, section, the first Monday in February next, and insert in- 
stead thereof the Ist, Monday in August, and recommend its 
rea Report received, to come np amoug the orders of the 

ay. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report.: l 
i ^ , COMMITTEE Root, Nov. 39, "e 
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to discharge the duties of their offices until their successors shall 
be qualified ; also, a joint resolution authorizing the procurement 


f of a slab of native marble of the required dimensions, to be pla- 
3 ced in the national monument being built in the City of’ Wash-. 
H ington; also, a joint resolution for the relief of James M. Man- 


ning, and find the same correctly engrossed—report accepted. 
Mr. Dickson, chairman of the Special Committee, made the 

following report : l 

l . Committee Room, Nov. 30, 1849. 

To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, - i 

ž Speaker of the House of Representatives + . _ 
"The Special Committee on apportionment, appointed to confer- 

with a like committee on the part of the Senate, and report a 

bill apportioning the Senators and Representatives in the State 

Legislature, under the last enumeration of the inhabitants.of the 

State, have maturely considered the subject matter referred to 

them, and beg leaveto report: That they have with great unan- 

imity (in committeey adopted as the basis and ratio of represent- 
| ation, seventeerr hundred and fifty (1750) white inhabitants to 

T entitle to a representative, and one thousand and seventy (1070). 

electors-to entitle to a Senator; under, and in accordance with. 
this basis, they have proceeded. to draft a bill conforming thereto, 
s as near asit was possible to do so. 

The bill contemplates an increase of three members in the Se- 
natorial branch of our State Legislature, and an increase of twen- 
ty-two- members in the House of Representatives. 

This may at first sight, seem to be objectionable, yet when we 
take into consideration the extent of our territory—the great di- 
versity of interest which prevails, and a rapidly increasing pop- 

, ulation ; and again, that at the next session of the State Legisla- 
ture, a new apportionment is- required to be made under the pros- 

, visions of the constitution. 

- Your committee are impressed with the belief" that-the bitk 
herewith submitted and recommended:tothe favorable considera- 
tion of the House, will be better reeeived by. the-people of the. 
State, and meet their views and wishes more fully than any other; 
Entertaining: these opinions. they-submit for the’ consideration’ of 
the House the accompanying bill and ‘recommendiits passage. - 

A bill to be entitled an act to apportion the Senators and Rep- 
resentatives of the Legislatwye: among the several counties of 
this State, according to the requirenients of/the!Constitution z 
read firseiüinds SX Vos ets l 

> Bih dndereportreceivedt to dóme-wp- among thelorders of the 

: .  deyuiüec juri? eritis 2g2no 75 nl ecto of dee sa Lolnigs 
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^. Mr. Lett AE the rejectión-of the report. ` | NM g 

Mr. Diekson toved a call of the House. , 

On motion of Mr. Clements, Mr. Winfield was exensed frons 
uttehdanice on the House from indisposition. p. pups 

- On motion of Mr. Wilson, Mr. ‘Tarver was excused on ac- 
count of indisposition, 

A fall House being in attendance, Mr. aus moved to 
suspend the call. : 

Mr. Lott withdrew T motion. 

Mr. McKinney offered the following resolution : : 

‘Resolved, That the committee on “Public Debt be T E 
to take into consideration the aecount of Wm. Robinson against 
the late Republic of 'Fexas, to be disposed "of as other claims of 
the same eharacter ; adopted. 

Mr. Russell moved to take up the business on the Speaker's 
table. , 

Mr. Clough, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, mada 


the following report. 
CoMMLITTEE Room, Nov. 30, 1849. 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to provide for holding an election for the 
permanent location of the Seat of Government of the State, 
have had said bill under their consideration ; and believing the 
following amendment necessary, would respectfully recommend 
its adoption, and the passage of the bill; viz; in the last line of 
, section 1, strike out, “in all the newspapers of the State,” and 
insert, “in such Rowepapers in different sections of the State, as 
the Governor may select, not exceeding 10 in number.” 

Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Bryan moved.a reconsideration of the vote had on the 
bill for the.relief of Thomas P. Anderson, deceased, late surgeon 
in the Navy of the Republic of Texas; carried, and on further 
motion of Mr. Bryan, the same was re- committed to the commit- 
tee on Claims-and-Accounts. 

Joint resolution granting furthertime for the payment of gov- 
ernment dues and the-retarn.of field. notes; read seeond time, 
amd on motion of. Mr. Piclas; referred: i the compite ọn State. 
Affairs; | "ENT 

Joint resolution: for the relief of Albert You:Ger Mar i^ road. d 
second timè, and: om. motiow of. Mr: Stapp, referred to the comt 


uhritieeoon: Pri vated and € Glaimsi! Lobe voucsibos c puiru d 
A bill to incorporate the Texana Academy, virh amer: 
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A bill to exempt from, taxation property belonging te schools 
and colleges with report from same committee, was read and.on 
motion of Mr. Taylor, laid on the table. i , 

The resolution requiring the committee on Education to take 
under consideration the propriety of negotiating a loan to this 
State of one hundred thousand dollars, for educational purposes, 
was reported back .from the committee ‘as unconstitational, and 
therefore could not be recommended ; report "read and adopted, 

A communication and accompanying documents were received 
from his Excellency the Governor, through his private Secretary 
Mr. Hickey. On motion of Mr. Fields, thesamé was taken up 
and read. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the pay of the Mier 
prisoners, with report and substitute recommended by the com- 
mittee, was read. Mr. Russell moved toamend by inserting all 
the men belonging to Captain Dawson’s company, adopted. . Mr. 
Franklin offered to amend further, by inserting in the caption af- 
ter the word Mier, the words “Santa Fe,” adopted. Mr. Crump of 
Bexar, offered to amend by inserting the words “San Áztonio 
prisoners,” adopted; ard on motion of Mr. Russell, the bill, substi- 
tute and amendments were re-committed to the same committee. 

The report of the committee on Claims and Accounts on the 
petition of John Gillespie, was-read and adopted. ‘ 

The resolution authorizing and requiring the committee on 
Roads, Bridges, and Ferries, to take into consideration the expe- 


diency of amending the act requiring county courts to regulate | 


roads, appoint overseers, ete., with report from said committee on 
the inexpediency of the same report; read and adopted. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Lott on yesterday, was read ; 
Mr. Lott moved its adoption. Mr. Lewis moved a call of the 
House, carried ; roll called, and a full House being in attendance, 
Mr. Bryan moved a suspension of the call, carried; Mr. Frank- 
lin offered to amend as follows: strike out all after the words “no 
more” in the 7th line, to the word “and” inthe 13th line, and insert 
the words “that the special committee heretofore appointed on ap- 
portionment;" amendments accepted. -Mr. Jowers moved to amend 
as follows: strike out 50 and insert 48. Mr. Dickson moved to 
to lay the resolution and amendments on the table. Mr. Bogart- 


for stood thusr.  - dn LG 
” . Ages, - Messra Speaker, Bee, Bogant, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
hran,;-Gnainp. of; Bexar, Dickson, Franiklin, Gillet, Harde- 
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man of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Millican, 


Pace, Stapp, Tarrant, Tarver, Williams and Wilson —21. 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Clough, Cramp of Austin, Fields, 
Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, McNairy, Polk, 
Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Shelby, 
Sterne, Stewart, Taylor, Whittlesey, and Wren—24. 

So the House refused to lay the resolation on the table. 

Mr. Lott moved its adoption. Mr. Dickson moved a division 
of the question—lost. . 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the resolution was made the special 
order of the day for Wednesday next. 

The preamble and joint resolution introduced on yesterday by 
Mr. Gillet, relating to our territory of Santa Fé, was read second 
time; Mr. Gillett moved to make it the special order of tke day 


for Monday next, at 10 o’clock, Mr. Franklin moved to post- 
pene it until the 1st of January, A. D. 1850. The ayes and nays’ 


being called for on Mr. 'Franklin’s motion, resulted as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Bryan, Franklin, Jowers, McKinney, Polk, 
Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Shea and Taylor—10. 

Nays—Messrs, Speaker, Burney, Charlton, Clements, Clough, 

Cochran, Cramp of Austin, Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Fields, 
Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Hol 
land, Johnson, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Millican, Selman, 
Shaw, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Tar- 
ver, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson and Wren—32. . 
So the House refused to postpone until the Ist of January 
next. Question recurring on the motion to make the resolution 
the special order of the day for Monday next at 10 o’clock, was 
put and carried. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, the House adjourned, 


SATURDAY, December 1, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum 
present: absentees—Messrs. Clough, Franklin, Holland, Scott 
and Wren. Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 


Mr. Sterne presented a petition from Sarah Gilkerson, praying 


for relief, &c.; and, on motion, was referred to the committee on | 


Private Land Claims. . 1 
Mr. Stapp presented a petition from sundry citizens of De Witt 


county, praying for the permanent location of the county seat of 
CONT 
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said county, &c.; on motion of Mr. Stapp, was referred to the 
committee on Couuty Boundaries. 

Mr. Dickson presented a petition from sundry citizensof Grimes, 
Walker and Leon counties, praying for the creation of a new 
county, &c.; on motion of Mr. Dickson, was referred to the com- 
mittee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Millican presented a petition from H. G. Hudson, asking 
relief, &c.; on motion was referred to the committee on Public 
Lands. . 

Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, 
made the following report: 


CoMmmrrTEE Room, Dec. 1, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Indian Affairs, to whom were referred a 
preamble and resolution “instructing our Senators, and request- 
ing our Representatives, in the Congress of the United States, to 
use their best efforts to obtain the withdrawal of the United-States 
troops now stationed upon our frontier for the protection thereof, 


and supply their places with mounted ranging companies,” &c., - 


have had the same under consideration; and, inasmuch as the 
bill referred, is directly connected with the subject of our frontier 
defence, Indian relations, &e., the committee, in their delibera- 
tions, have discussed the same, and instructed me to report: 
The subject of our Indian relations has never received that at- 


‘tention. by our State Government which its importance demands, 


and the consequence has been, no general and'fixed policy has 
been adopted by which the Indians within our limits could be 
taught the true position they occupied, and to pay due respect to 
the rights of the State. In.the absence of such policy, we have 
lost many valuable citizens, our frontier settlements retarded, and 
the Indians eneouraged by their love of plunder to prosecute their 
savage warfare. | 

‘Texas, by annexation to the General Government, became of 
right entitled to demand of said Gevernment the protection of the 
lives and. property of its citizens against these Indians; and the 


committee are fully. persuaded that this protection will be ex- - 


tended, so soon as the true state of facts are presented, and a prac- 

tieal policy recommended, and full assurance given on the part 

of the State, that such policy will be adhered to when put,in- 
practice. ` 

_ As Texas recognizes no right of soil in any Indian within its” 
limits, but claims exclusive right of soil and jurisdiction over the 
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entire State, the laws of the United States regulating inter- 
course, &c., with the Indian tribes, can never be put in force 
within the limits of Texas without its consent: this-qrestion was 
so fully discussed, and so permanently settled, in the message of 
President Jackson, of the 23d of February, 1821, that no attempt 
has been made since to exercise such pawer: thus estopped, no 
permanent and beneficial policy can be adopted by that Govern- 
ment without the consent of the State. T'hat our frontiers re- 
quire speedy and efficient protection, is apparent to all. Since 
the last session of our Legislature, many valuable citizens have 
fallen by the hands of these savages: the Jast horse of our indus- 
trious citizen, with which he could raise support for his depend- 
ent family, too often has been carried off, thus, retarding the pros- 
perity and improvement of our State, and disturbing that quiet- 
-ude which our worthy citizens have a right to demand of their 
country: will Texas continue to remain inactive? or will she 
listen to the voice of. exposed citizens, and lend her aid. to the 
General Government in adopting :a proper policy, after which 
we can demand, with some hope of success, that which is ous 
due—the protection of our citizens from savage cruelty ? 

The whites and the Indians can never live in juxtaposition 
and enjoy peace; experience has too often furnished evidence of 
the truth of this-assertion, and Texas should at once profit thereby, 
and seek the early removal of all Indians from her immediate 
frontier, and the establishment of a cordon of military posts at a 
sufficient distance therefrom, to enable our citizens and creditors 
to locate such lands as may be due them, without intruding too 
near or crossing such line; after which, in the opinion of this 
committee, it would be expedient on the part of the State to pro- 
hibit the location and settlement of the lands north and east of 
said line, for the present. 

The beneficial results of a strict non-intercourse with these 
savages were made apparent to every frontier settler during the 
existence of an order from the commandant, Brigadier General 
Harney, prohibiting the Indians passing below his posts on our 
frontier. Had such‘a policy continued, many valuable citizens 
and much property would have been saved to our State. In the 
absence of which, and an efficient policy, the State was compelled 
to resort to its own resources—draw from agricultural and ether 
pürsuits, many of its citizens—incur liabilities for the supporteand 
payment of the same, to defend the frontier against the ravages 
of these savages. The security of life, of property, and, the trea- 
> of thê`State, all call aloud for change of policy without de- 
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By a cordon of posts from the Red River to the Rio Puerco, 
and the removal of all Indians north of the same, all the protec- 
tion required for the present can be afforded, and at much less 
expense to the General Government, than the line at present oc- 
cupied by reason of the shortness of the line recommended, when 
compared. with the present. 

Establish the first post at the upper edge of the Upper Cross 

- Timbers, at or near the Red River, and one or two companies of dra- 
goons will be able to hold in check all the northern bands, who an- 
nually cross that stream at or near that point into Texas, to winter 

- and commit depredations: effect this, and much will have been 
. accomplished ; for it is a well-known fact to every citizen who 
has resided near the frontier, that a large majority of the murdeys 
and thefts committed upon that portion of our frontier settlements, 


om extending from the Colorado to Red Biver, within the last ten 
ep years, have been perpetrated by these Indians; and it is, also, 
C well known, that they have been in the habit of encouraging the 

i wild tribes of the prairies to kill and steal—also killing and steal- 


SE lug, themselves, upon the credit of the wild Indians, and often 
z accompanying them in their depredations upon that portion of 
our frontier west of the Colorado, and extending to the Rio 


-r 


uf 
es Grande, and even beyond that stream into Mexieo. 
A ‘The second post at or near the Conley Crossing of the Brazos ; 
A from thence, along the old road opened by Conley to the Rio 
Puerco.. 'Phe couutry north of this line being open, the troops 
$i would be able easily to turn back any party that might attempt 
LA to cross the line into the settlements below : three or four posts 
2 upon this line, we believe, would be all-sufficient to give ample ~ 
7 protection to our whole line of frontier—an object desired bv all; 
d and whilst the committee entertain a hope that the General Go- 
P vernment will adopt the line recommended, and believe that 
3 regular dragoons will be sufficiently efficient to afford ample 
, protection, could not recommend the passage of the resolution 


referred ; though the committee believe that volunteer ranging 
companies, composed of citizens of Texas, will at any time fur- 
nish the most efficient momentary protection which can be placed 
upon our frontier, their hard-tried service and valor have been too 
often displayed to require comment; and until such time as the 
General Government may be ready to extend full protection to 
E our frontier, the committee deem it expedient to recommend that 
T such troops be called into service, and that the commandant 
Xn -upon our frontier should have full authority to-call upon the 
3 Governor of Texas for the same; and in case of any neglect on 
: the part of said commandant so to do, the Governor should.he 
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authorized to muster into service [such] force as, in his judgment, 
the emergency required—to be paid for out of the national 


treasury. . , 
With these views, the committee have instructed-me to report 


a substitute for the preamble and resolution referred, and recom- 
mend its passage. l 
* JOINT RESOLUTION. 

Wrereas, during the present year many of the good citizens 
residing upon the frontier of the State have fallen a sacrifice 
to Indian barbarity, and a large amount of valuable property 
has been stolen and earried away by Indians, retarding our set- 
tlements and the advancement of social improvement; and 


Whereas, in the opinion of this Legislature, this evil can be 
remedied by the establishment of a cordon of military posts at 
a more remote distance from our. frontier than the lin e at pre- 
sent occupied ; therefore, 

- Be it resolved bg. the Legislature of the State of Texas, 

That the removal of the United States troops now on the frontier 


of this State, to a line extending from the Red River, at or near _ 


the upper edge of the Upper Cross Timbers; thence, to the 
Conley Crossing of the Brazos; thence, along the old road made 
by Conley in 1840, to the Rio Puerco; and the immediate re- 
moval of all Indians now within the limits of 'T'exas north of 
said line, is earnestly desired by the good citizens of this State. 


‘Be it further resolved, That it is the opinion of this Legisla- - 


tare, that the Governor of this State should have full authority 
vested in him by the authorities of the General Government, to 
call out and muster into the service of the United States, such 
volunteer force as, in his opinion, an emergency might require 
for the defence of the frontier of this State. 


Be it further resolved, That the Governor of this State for- 
ward a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions to each of 
our senators and representatives in the Congress of the United 
States; and that they be requested to procure the necessary 
enactment and authority to obtain the object herein desired. 

Substitute adopted: report and substitute received,;to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report : 

CowMrTTEE Room, Dec. 1, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
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à resolution for the relief of Albert Von Ger Mar, have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed me to report the 
same back to the House without amendment, and recommend its 
passage. 

Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, made the following report: : i 


: CowMiTTEE Room, Nov. 30, 1849. 
To the Hon. the Speaker ef the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Internal Improvements, to^whom were re- 
ferred the petition and memorial of Sundry citizens of the city 
andcounty of Galveston, have had the same under consideration, 
and after mature deliberation, a majority of said committee have in- 
structed me to report, that they deem the proposition of great 
importance to a large portionof the citizens residing on and near 
the Brazos and Colorado rivers; an enterprize entirely laudable 
in its nature, and of great advantage to the State. They, there- 
fore recommend the passage of the accompanying bill with the 
following amendment: 

In the caption insert “an act granting a charter to the Galves- 
ton and Brazos Navigation Company ;” and in the 7th section, 
strike out, “ appraisers” whenever it appears, and insert in lieu 
thereof, “a jury of six free holders.” All of which is respcet- 
fully submitted. 

Report réceived to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Stewart introduced a Joint resolution, authorizing the Go- 
vernor to raise a regiment of mounted volunteers to enable the 
State of Texas to exereise the rightful. jurisdiction over the 
county of Santa Fé ; read first time. 

Mr. Polk offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the comniittee on the Judiciary ‘be instructed 
to enquire into the propriety of amending the 55th section of an 
act to organize Justices’ Courts, and to define the powers and ju- 
risdiction of the same, so as to prevent the unnecessary accumu- 


. lation of eost which results from a construction of the section’ 


by justices of the peace; and that they report an act amending 
said section, should they deem the same advisable; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, Mr. Stapp was added to the com- 
mittee on County Boundaries, 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, Mr. Hardeman, of Nacogdoches, 
was added to the committee on Claims aud Accounts. l 

On motion of Mr. Lloyd, the business on the Speakers’ table 
was taken up. l 


/ 


On motion of Mg. McKinney, Messrs. Sterne and Scott were 
added to the committee on Claims and Accounts, for the special 
purpose of examining the accounts of Dr. Thos, P. Anderson, 
late surgeon of the ‘Texas navy. eat 


: ORDERS. OF THE DAY.. 


A bill to prohibit the execution of a mortgage or lien upon the 
homestead of a family, as defined in the constitution, by the hus- 
band without the consent of the wife; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act. to amend the 55th section of the 
act to organize Justices Courts, and to define the powers and ju- 
risdiction of the same, approved March the 20th, 1848; read 
first time. s 

A bill £o authorize clerks of county courts to take the acknow- 

 ledgmeut of married women to deeds; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act creating the counties of Presidio, 
El Paso, and Worth p read first time. 

L| Joint resolution, authorizing the procurement of a slab of na- 
" tive marble of the required dimensions, to be placed in the nation- 
al monument, being built in the city of Washington ; read a third 
time and passed. 
Joint resolution for the relief of James M. Manning; reada third 
time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled an act to apportion the senators and repre- 
sehtatives of the Legislature among thé several counties of this 
State, according to the. requirements of the Contitution ; read 
second time, and, on mo.ion of Mr. Bryan, laid on the table for 
Monday the 10th instant. > 
| A bill to be entited an act to provide for holding an election 
S for the permanent location of the seat of government of the 
State, with an amendment offered by the committee on State Af- 
~ fairs; amendment adopted —bill read a second time. l 
Mr. Gillet offered to amend by'striking out the words “Com- 
missioner of the Gen'l Land Office aud ‘Adjutant Gen’l ;” rejected, 
and, on motion of Mr. Dickson, ordered to be engrossed. . 

_ T'he report of the committee on Military Affairs, on the resolu- 
tion instructing said committee to inquire into the expediency of 
ordering a sale of all military supplies belonging to the late Re- 
publie of 'T'exns, was read and adopted. 

. Joint resolution for the relief ef John Darton; read second 
| time, and,.on motion of Mr. Runnels, re-committed to the com- 
E mittee'on,Priyate Land Claims, | : GE E 
| The report of the committee on Military Affairs, on the. petition 
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of Wm. T. Jackson, asking to be discharged from. the further 
consideration of said petition, was read and adopted. . 

The resolution raisit g a joint committee to examine into the 
condition of the penitentiary, with report from special committee, 
made the special order for to day, was read: 


Mr. Taylor offered to amend by striking out the words “two. 
members from the Senate,” and “three from the House,” and in- 
serting * one from the Senate, and two from the House ;" amend- 
ment adopted. i 

Mr. McKinney offered to amend as follows: “and that said 
committee be authorized to employ two practical mechanics, to 
assist then: in the duties imposed on them by this resolution, who 
shall receive $3 per day, while employed in this service.” 

Mr. Johnson offered to amend the amendment, by striking out 
“two” and inserting “one ;” Jost. 

Question on Mr. McKinney’s amendment was put and rejected. 

Mr. Jowers offered to amend by striking out the words "five 
hundred dollars,” wherever it occurs; rejected. 

Mr. Reynolds offered to amend by striking out “joint committee 
of the two Houses,” and inserting a committee of “three compe- 
tent mechanics :” rejected. 

Mr, Scott offered to amend as follows: “that the members ap- 
pointed under this act shall receive no pay, except their per diem 
pay as members of the Legislature ;” rejected. 

Mr. Sterne offered the following amendment: “that no more 
pay shall be allowed than is required for stage fare to Huntsville 
and back to this place ;” fejected, 


Mr. Stapp moved to lay the resolution on the table; lost. 

Mr. Runnels moved the previous question, which was put and 
carried. e 

‘The main question, which was the adoption of the resolution, 


was put; and the ayes and noes being called for, resulted as fol- 
lows: 


Avrs—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Cochran, Crump of Austin, Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Fields, 
Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Johnson, Jow- 
ers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, McNairy, Millican, Pace, 
Polk, Russell, Sellman, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Shelby, Sterne, 
Tarrant, Williams and Wilson— 34. : 


— Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Clough, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Stapp, Stewart, Taylor and Whittle- 
sey —10. à 


+ 
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Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported having examined a bill for the relief of C. C. Taylor 
and fonnd the same correctly engrossed ; report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, the House adjournedamtil Monday 
morning; half past 9 o'clock. 


- 


E 


: Austin, December 3, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll ealled—quorum 
present—journal of Saturday last read and adopted. : 

Mr. Wren presented a petition from N. T. Rogers, asking relief, 
&c., and, on motion of Mr. Wren, was referred to the committee 
on Publie Lands. l 

Mr. Tarver presented a petition from Joseph Thompson, ask- 
ing relief, &c., and, on motion of Mr. Tarver, was referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Clough, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report: 

- CommitTEE Room, Dec. 3, 1849. 


To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: » 


I am instructed by a majority of the committee on Affairs of 
State to report back a bill- to this House to regulate public print- 
ing. They recommend its passage with the following amend- 
ment, to wit: In the 14th line of the 2d section, strike ont all af- 
ter “receive” and read thus, “twelve and one-half cents for every 
hundred words ; aud it shall be, and is hereby made the duty of 
the Secretary of State, to correct the proof-sheet and superintend 
the same, and shall be allowed two and one-half cents à hundred 
words for the performance of thesame ;? report received to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on F'ederal Relations, 
made the following report : , 

Commitrer Room, Dec. 3, 1849. 

To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 7 1 

. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Federal Relations, to whom was referred a 
preamble and joint resolutions instructing our Senators and re- 
questing our Representatives in the Congress of the United 
States, tb adopt means for-the mutual surrender on either side of 
the Rio Grande, of all eriminals, robbers, absconders or fugitives, 
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(except for political offences,) have had the same under considera- 
tion, and have instructed me to report it back to the House with 
the following amendment and recommend its adoption : strike 
out in the 9th line of the preamble after the word “fugitive,” 
(except for political offences,) and iasert “from justice ; ? report 
received to come up among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Burney,chairman ofthe committee on Private Land Claims, 
made the following report : $ 


COMMITTEE Room, Dec. 3, 1849, 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of James Bates, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and find, in their opinion, that the petitioner is not en- 


. titled by law to the land asked for in his petition ; and in the 


opinion of your committee, the Legislature has no power at pre- 
sent to grant donations of land. Entertaining these views, the 
committee have instructed me to report the petition back to the 
House and ask to be excused from the further consideration of 
the same, all of which is respectfully recommended ; report re- 
ceived to come up among the orders of-the day. 

Also the following : " 

{The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red the joint resolution for the relief of John Barton, have had 
the same under consideration, and instruct me to report the same 
back to the House and recommend its passage ; report received to 
come up among the orders of the day. 


Mr. Bogart, chairman of the committee on Public Buildings, 
made the following report : 


Committee Room, Dec. 3, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Public Buildings, to whom was referred a 
joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to purchase a small 
log building adjacent to the General Land Office, have had the 
same under consideration, and are of opinion that the object of 
said resclution cannot be reached by the simple removal of said 
building, as the lot upog which itis situated, is individual 
property, and the same difficulty might again occur by the eree- 
tion of similar buildings, and to obviate these difficulties, and to 
render that security which is at all times desirable for the preset- 
vation of the archives of the General Land Office, the .com- 
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mittee have recommended me to report the following substitute 
for the original bill and recommend its passage ; all of which is 
respectfully submitted : 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of-the State of 
Texas to exchange some’ of the publie property in the city of 
Austin, for a lot and buildings adjoining the General Land Office; 

.report and substitute received to come up among the orders of 
the day. ] 

A message Was receieved from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, iuforming the House that the Senate had refused to concur 
in the*unendment to the bill to authorize and empower all dis- 
trict and county officers to continue to perform their duties until 
their successors are elected. 

- Also, had adopted a resoluion appointing a committee to ex- 
amine into all land serip, loan bonds, and all other obligations is- 
sued by the late Republic of Texas, now in the Comptroller's 
office. 

Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County Boun- 
daries, made the following report : 


E . CoMMITTEE Room, December 3,,1849. 
B To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, l 
B if Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
a bill to create the county of McLennau, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and instruct me to report it back to the House 
and recommend its passage, with the following amendments : 
to insert in eaption ofsaid bill after the words “ McLennan” * in 
honor of Neil McLennan;” report received to come up among 
the orders of the day. 
| 4 Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Eugrossed 
|] Bills, made the following report: 


" House or Representatives, Dec. 3, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. Kernan, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives :. 


| The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
i entitled an act to provide for the removal of the munitions of 
* war, belonging to the State of Texas, to the city of Austin, and ' 
find the same correctly engrossed ; report accepted. 

Mr. Fields introduced a bill to be entitled an act to preserve 
the histary of, the times; read first time. . 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend the 
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Sth section of an act to establish the judicial districts of the dis- 
trict courts, approved February 2d, 1848 ; read first time. 

Mr. Lewis introduced a bill to be entitled an act to authorise 
the issuing of patents to the colonists of Fisher and Miller's co- 
lony ; read first time. . 

Mr. Tarver introduced a joint resolution guaranteeing to th. 
United States the right of way through this State for a National 
rail road, to be loeated and constructed under the authority of 

. an act of Congress, from the Gulf of Mexico or the Mississippi 
river to the Pacific ocean, etc. ; read first time. 

Mr. Dickson offered the following resolution : 

Be it resolved, That the committee on Military Affairs, be, 
and they are hereby required to report to this House such amend- 
ments to the laws regulating and relating to thé militia of the 
State, as will ensure an efficient organization thereof ; adopted. 

Mr. Lewis introdnced a joint resolution for the relief of Wim. 
A. A. Wallace and other members of Captain Johu C. Hays’ 
spy company, in the year 1842, who had not drawn their pay ; 
read first time. 


A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Informing the House that the Senate concurred in the 
amendments offered by the House to the resolution appointing a 
joint committee to examine into the condition of the Penitentiary. 

On motion of Mr. Holland, the House proceeded to the orders 
of the day and the business on the Speaker's table. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Joint resolution relating to the eounty'of Santa Fé, made the 
special order for to day at 10 o'clock, was taken up and read. 

Mr. Wilson offered a substitute for the same. 2E 

- After discussing the question at length, on Mr. Taylor’s motion, 
the House took a recess until 3 o'clock, p. m. 
9 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

House met—roll called —quorum present. 

The question before the House was the adoption of the substi. 
tute offered by Mr. Wilson tothe resolution relating to the coun- 
ty of Santa Fé. 

- Mr. Scott, offered a substitute to the substitute. 
Mr. Holland submitted the following resolutión : : 
Resolved, That the joint resolution and substitute be referred i 
to the joint committee already appointed, to whom hasbeen com- j 
mitted all other resolutions and bills appertaining'to thé Santa M 
Fé question, and that the committee be instructed to draft out of 
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the materials presented, such a bill or report as in their wisdom, the 
nature of circumstances and emergency would demand, and re- 
port on Monday the 10th inst., and that it be made the special or- 
der of that- day ; read and adopted’; resolutions and substitute ~ 
referred accordingly. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report : à i 

House oF REPRESENTATIVES, Dec. 3, 1849, 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
' Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a bill entitled , . 
an act to regulate the election of elerks of the district courts in 
the several counties in this State, and find the same correctly en- 
rolled and having been signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and President of the Senate, was this day pre- 
sented to his Excellency the Governor for his approval ; report 
read and accepted. ^^ R : 

The resolution from the Senate raising a joint committee to. 
apply and receive from the Comptroller of Public Accounts all 
land serip, loan bonds and ether obligations issued by the late 
Republic of Texas, was taken up, read and adopted. The Chair 
appointed Mes&rs, Bee, Lott and Crump of Austin, said com- 
mittee. 

A. bill to be entilled an act to authorize clerks of county courts 
to take acknowledgments of married women to,deeds; read 
third time, and, on motion of Mx Fields, laid on the table fer 
the present.. - 

A bill to amend the 55th segtion of the act to organize Justices 
courts and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same, ap- 

roved March 20th, 1848 ; read second time, and, on motion of 
Tr. Wilson, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to prohibit the execution of a mortgage or lien upon the 
homestead of a-family, as defined'in the Constituuon, by the hus- 
band without the consent of the wife ; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Crnmp of Bexar, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. . 

A bill to create the counties of Presidio, El Paso and Worth ; 
read second time, aud, on.motion of Mr. Fields, referred to. the 
committee on County Boundaries, with instructions to report 
three several bills. 

A bill to be entitled'an act for the relief of C. C. Taylor; read 
third time and passed. j 

Joint resolution to authorize the Governor to raise a regiment 
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of mounted volunteers to enable the State of Texas to exercise 
rightful jurisdiction over the county of Santa Fé, was read. 
i Mr. Stewart moved to strike out that portion instructing the 
i * Governor ; also, all that portion making an appropriation ; lost. 
| Mr. Crump of” Bexar, moved a call of the House; carried. 
A full House being in attendance, on motion of Mr. Lott, the 
farther call was suspendéd. _ : 
On motion the joint resolution was referred to the Special Joint 
committee. , 

Mr. Lewis offered the following resolution : 

. Resolved, That the Joint committee to whom were referred 
the Santa F'é resolutions and substitutes, be requested to inquire 
into the propriety of passing a law extending to the citizens of 

- Santa Fé, who have not received their land, in the following 
quantities, to wit: 320 acres to every head of a family, and every 
single man 160 acres, to be located within the limits of the pre- 

sent county of Santa Fé; and, also, to provide some method by 

: which said citizens shall establish their right to, and some tribu- 

. nal before which they shall obtain said lands; read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act granting a charter to the Galveston 
and Brazos Navagation Company ; read first time. 

Mr. Tarver offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, 'That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of passing a law defining insurrec- 
tion or rebellion, and affixing a penalty thereto, and that they 
have leave t» report by bill or otherwise ; adopted. 

- Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress to use their best efforts for the with- 
drawal of the United States troops on our frontier, and to have 
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E the same protected by the Texas volunteer ranging companies ; 
1 read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Bogart, ordered to be 
i engrossed. 

° Joint resolution for the relief of Albert Von Ger Mar; read 
and passed toa third reading. 


On motion of Mr. Scott, the House proceeded to the election 
> of two members provided for by the resolution raising a Joint 
: committee to examine into the condijion of the Penitentiary. 


z . The House then proceeded to vote by ballot. The votes hav- 
f ing been counted, it appeared that Messrs. Crump of Austin, and 
: Shea received a majority of the vótes; whereupon the Speaker 
j announced them duly elected a committee as provided for by the — , 


resolution aforesaid. à 
: On motion of Mr. Burney,the House adjourned. 
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Austin, December, 4th, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quoram pre- 
sent ; absentees, Messrs. Bryan, Johnson and ‘Tarver. 

Journal of preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Lewis presented two petitions, one from the citizens of Bex- 
ar county, and one from the citizens of Comal county, praying 
for the quieting of titles to lands of the colonists of Fisher’s and 
Miller's colony, introduced into Texas by the German Emigration 
company. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, was referred to a Special conimittee- 
Whereupon the chairmppointed Messrs. Lewis, Tarrant, Williams; . 

“Stewart, Crump of Bexar, and Whittlesey said committee. 


A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre-_ 
tary, informing the House that the Senate had appointed Mr. Bra- 
shear a committee on their part to visit the Penitentiary ; and the 
rejection of a bill originating in the House to amend the 3rd sec- 
tion of an act to regulate the Public Printing. 


Mr. Shaw presented a petition from Felix Goff, praying for 
relief, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Shaw, was referred to thé committee on. Pri- 
vate Land Claims. - 

Mr. Crump of Bexar presented a petition from sundry citizens 
of Comal county, praying for the quieting of their land titles, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Crump of Bexar, was referred to the Special 
committee. ~ 

Mr, Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: 


Committee Room, December 4, 1849. . 
T o the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The Finance committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Thomas H. Duval, have had the same under consideration, and 
seeing no impropriety in granting the prayer of the petitioner, 
have instructed me to report favorably thereon. The accompa. 

` nying joint resolution is therefore submitted, and its passage re- 
commended : 

Joint resolution, authorizing the Comptroller to sell eertain 
lots in the city of Austin ; read first time—report and joint reso- 
lution received to come u p among the orders of the day. 

+ Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on Counts" Bounda- 
ries, made the followingd'report : 
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Commitrree Room, December 4, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. Kernan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
the petition of sundry citizens of Leon county, asking the more 
permanent establishment of the seat of justice of said county, 
have had the same under consideration, and instruct me to report 
the accompanying bill for the consideration of the House, and 
respectfully recommend its passage : 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish permanently the county 
seat of justice of Leon county; read first time—report and bill 
received to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Millican, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- . 
counts, made the following report: 

CouwwrrrEE Roon, December 3, 1849. 
To the Hon. C, G. KEENAN, ' 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Your committee, to whom was referred the petition of Memu- 
can Hunt, with the accompanying documents, have had the same 
under consideration, and find that there is a balance jristly and 
equitably due to said Hunt from the Republic of Texas, of $6,- 
419 25, and interest thereon at the 1ate of 8 per cent. per annum 
since August, 1838, amounting in all to $12,153, for salary and: 
outfit às minister, &c., from the Republic of ‘Texas to the United 
States. —. 

Your committee further find that the said Hunt advanced, 
while acting as agent for the Republic of Texas, the sum of $16,- 
468 in actual cash, which sum was applied to the purchase of 
provisions and military stores to feed and clothe the army of the 
infant Republic, and to arm and equip volunteer companies from 
the United States. 

This last mentioued claim was audited February 14, 1839, 
and in April following, said Hunt received in red-backs, at their 
nominal or face value, the sum of $16,468. The evidence before 
the committee goes to show, that upon the money issued at the 
time last mentioned, the Republic in no instance realized as much 
as fifty cents upon the dollar. 

It is equally clear that said Hunt did not realize even as much 
ds fifty cents upon the dollar for this large expenditure in actual 
cash drawn from his private means. ‘Taking it for granted that 
the government realized fifty cents upon the dollar in all cases at 
the time referred to, it would still leave equitably and fairly due 
to said Hunt $8,234, and interest at the rate of 8 per cent. since 
April, 1839, amounting in all to the sum*of $15,408 30. Inde- 
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ndently of the intrinsic. merits and justice of this claim, there 
es piu Aus coófinécted' with i it dich coals recommend 
the petitioner to the sytapatiiies and favorable consideration of 
the Legislature. 

A majority of the committee have instrueted me to report the 
accompanying bill and recommend its passage : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Geni, Memuean 
Hunt; read first time— bill and report received to come up among 
the orders of. the day. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engr ossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

“COMMITTEE Room, December 4, 1849. 

To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Represextatives : . 
. The committee on Eingrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act to amend. the 3rd, Ath, 6th and 7th séctions of an 
act authorizing and requining: the county courts to regulate reads, 
appoint overseers, &c.,approved March 15th;.1848); also, a joint 
resolution providing for the ‘removal of cextain. Spanish docu- 


ments from Nacogdoches county to the, State ‘Department ;. also, 


a joint x resolution apprdpriating four thousand dollars for thecotn- 
pensation of the assessors of direct taxes for taking thé-enumer-. 
ation of the iniiabitants of the State for the Year 1848, and. find 
the same correctly engrossed ; report accepted. i 

‘Mu. Sterüe)introdueed: à bill to. be entitled dp aet to amend the 
641] section of: an-achentithed au acti to:oftranizer)listieals roouirts; 
and to define’ thé powens-and jurisdiction of sane lapproved 
Margh{20th;: 4848.4 read firstitimes ur og} Seoppeot ^ 

. On metian of Mp sStewart, à rè- considdratténtofihéarcte alten: 
on thé; ball:tocroata the coasts Peg) ‘Eb Pasg amd IW oth 
wa&had.' | o6 hanon et ind gett qur em ! 

On: niotion of, Mes Tewis, was.refetred * thei J Ka odk- 
mittee. TT A 

On, tnption.of "Ma. : Banos, the. business on the Speakers tible 
was, taken; pe. pesa ing it 

On naofion of ‘Mu. higas Mr Güllet was ied to el peal 
Joint committee onithe Santa; Fe iquestiog.u: oo roy o 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, Mr. Wilson was added to the: Spe 
alg ait committe onthe Santaibe questiéh y aml.on anotion 

idomers, Mra Seott, was: added, tothe salle eohanhitteesy” on 
mation i Een Mr MeKinnej swasi alse: sided, 18 thë 
M5 phan thot) aoh aga erah ioro 
| A jdn iro Barney] the! Hause rosades the orles 
Medis &pealtersttablevmol ac: udo* 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


À bill to be entitled an act for the removal of the munitions of 
war belongirig to the State of Texas to the city of Austin; read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to authorize and empower all district and county officers 
" to continue to perform duties until their successors are elected, 
i &c.,the Senate refusing to adopt the substitute offered by the 
i House, Mr. Dickson moved that the House recede from its sub- 

stitute. 

|^. Mr. McKinney moved that a committee of conference be ap- 
ointed, 

d Question: Shall the House recede from its substitute? was 

put and carried, and the Senate's bill passed. 

Mr. Wilson moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken, re- 
ceding from the substitute for the bill authorizing and empower- 
ing all officers, &c. ; carried; and, on motion of Mr. Stewart, a 
committee of conference was appointed to act with a like com- 
mittee already appointed by the Senate, on a bill to authorize and 
empower all district and county officers to continue to perform 
duties until their successors are elected. The Speaker appointed 
. Messrs. Stewart and Franklin said committee. M 

. 4.4 Joint resolution for relief of Albert Von Ger Mar, read third 
time and passed. 
< A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of McLennan, 
^ with an amendment offered by the committee—amendment adop- 
d ted. Mr. Bee moved to strike out the name of * McLennan,” and 
1 insert * Bosque." Question on striking out was put, and lost ; 
4 
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and, on motion of Mr. Burney, bill ordered tò be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to preserve a history of ‘the times; 
read second time. Mr. Scott offered to amend by substituting 
`. **'T'elegraph at the city of Houston,” for the words “each news- 

paper printed at the seat of government”; lost. ; 

Mr. Franklin offered to amend the caption as follows : after the 
word “act,” insert “authorizing the Secretary of State to contract.” 


a 


k - Mr. Hardeman of Naeogdoches moved its indefinite postpone- . 
e ment; upon which the yeas and nays were called and resulted as: 
z Esllows: : 


23 Yeas: Messrs. Bogart, Barney, Charlton, Dickson, Hardeman 
1 of Nacogdoches, Lloyd, Pace, Reynolds, Scott, Selman, Sniith of 
: Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Whittlesey and Wren—15. 
; Nors: Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clough, Coeliras, Crap 
i of Bexar; Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of 'Pravis, Holl&dd, 

i - Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lott, MeKingey, MeNaipy,7Miltiean, 
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Polk, Russell, Shaw, Sterne,’ Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, 
Williams Wilson and Winfield —29. 

‘So the tHouse 'refased ‘to indefinitely postpone the bill. 

Mr. Whittlesey offered to amehd, by * authorizing the Secréta- 
ry of State to contract for every newspaper published i in the State.” 
Lost, Mr. Scott moved to amend, by striking out the. words 
“at the séat of government,” and insertifig, “three newspapers 
published in the State ; réjected, ‘and, oh moton of Mr. Tarver, 
referréd to the committee on Education. 

Mr. Jowers, by leave, ‘offered the following resolution ; : 

Resolvéd, That the comiiíittee on Public Lands be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of extending the time for the issu- 
ing of unconditional land certificates to légal claimants, and re- 
port by bill or otherwise at as early a day as practicable; read 
and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend thé 9th section of an act 
to establish the judicial districts, of the district courts, approved 
February 26th, 18485 ted sécónd time and. referred to J udiciary 
committee. 

Joint resolution, authorizing the Comptroller of Public Ac- 
counts to purchase a small log building adjacent to the General 
Land Office, and making provisions for the same ; read third 
time and passed. 

Mr. Lewis moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken on 
the passage of the joint resolution, which was put and carried ; 
ai bif irttiér motion of Mr. ewis, the bill. was laid on the ta- 
ble for thé present. l 

Joint resolution for relief ái Job Beton; read second time, 
and, on motion’ of i. ‘Burney, order be engr 'OSSe| 

Preamble and joint resolution for the aau surrender of. fu- 
gitives -from justice, with an athendment by the committee— 
amendthelvt adopted and tésolution read second time ; ids to 
be engrossed, 

A bill to be entitled an act'fo axithorize ‘the j issuing of patents 
to the OUS of F'isher's and Miller S polony 2 rend, second tune, 
atid; on’ motion of FM Stewart, re ferred to the elect. committee ap: 
n us petitions ‘of the citizens of the coungies of Bexar 
and Coma 


Joints résolution, g granting tg Eie ein n the sight, of x " 


through uh $ State for a natjona d; d ve 
Có i mo: moved to Apt the. bain With v8 mi fd. qno 
vol E "Flor Teleing, W the a aiee ea op Intepqal, 


Joint oli ution for the relief of William A, WR mw 
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second time, and, on motion of Mr. Lewis, referred to the com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. u 

The report of the committee on Private Land Claims on the 
petition of James Bates, was read and adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act granting a charter to the Brazos and 
Galveston Navigation Company was taken up. 

Mr. Scott moved that-the bill be read by its caption, and 100 
copies be printed forthe use of the House. _ 

Mr. Taylor moved a division of the question—carried. Ques- 
tion: shall the bill be read by its eaption, was put and carried. 

Question recurring on the motion to print was put and lost. 

Mr. Bogart moved a reconsideration of the vote refusing to 
print 100 copies, which motion was put and carried. Question: 
Shall 100 copies be printed for the use of the House, was put and 
earried. 

Mr. Franklin introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the 6th and 34th seetions of an act to regulate proceedings in the 
district courts, approved May 13th, 1846 ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, the House adjourned. 


Austin, December 5, 1849. 


‘House met purshant to adjournment—roll called--quorum 
present—absentees, Messrs, Johnson, McKinney, McNaity, Tar- 
ver and Wren. ' E 

Journals of the preceding day read and.adopted. ` 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Johnson was excused fróm at- 
tendance on the House ftom indisposition. 

Mr. Stapp presented à petition from sundry citizens of" Lavaca 
county, praying for the permanent'location of' the county seat of 
said county, and, on motion of Mr, Stapp, was referred to the 
committee on County Boundaries.’ ' 

Mr. Stewart presented a petition from sundry citizens of Gua- 
dalupe county, praying fot the quieting of their land titles of the 
colonists of the German Emigration Company of Fishers and 
Miller’s colony. On motion of Mr. Stewart, referred to the Spe- 
cial committee, Mr. Lewis chairman. EE 

Also, a petition from Archibald Gibson, praying for relief j. on 
motion, was reférred tó the coriinittée on Claims and Acediints. 

^ Mr. "Fields, chatrmen of the committee on Fiikitice, ijade: the 

following report ; - 207 MEM 
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hoa a f ADoficérinix ‘Room; Dec. 5th, 1849. ` 
To the Fon. C. G. KEENAN; 7 | 
gs | Speaker of the -Hotise of Representatives ; fü 
The committee on Finance, to whom was referred à joint res- 
olàtioti áppropriatingr dollars'to defray the expense of -pub- 
lishing the proposed amentthetit to the’constitution, have donsi- 
dered the same, and have instructed me to prepare and report the 
accompanying substitute for the consideratión of the House. It 
is proper, perhaps, to remark, that the chairman was required to. 
ascertain the number of papers’ that had published the amend- 
ment, and report a bill appropriating the necessary sum to pay 
the aggregate-amount, allowing the same compensation to- each. 
This fact could not, however, be ascertained, as no definité onder 
was given as to what papers should publish the amendment, 
constitution itself requiring the amendment to be duly. pablished 
in the public prints of the State. — ' 
At another meeting of the committee, the chairman was in- 
structed to report thé bil-herewith subinitted : 
A bill to be entitled an act to defray the experise incurred in 
publishing the propósed amendment to the constitution. 
. Réport and sübstitrite received to come up among the orders of 
the day. 
A message was received from- the Senate informing the Hose 
of the passage of the follewingbills : 
An act to provide for the civil - organization of the counties of 
Presidio; FU Paso, Worth and Banta Fé; ~ Suc 
A bill authorizing and te yiring t the- Gövernor to subscribe on 
behalf of the- ‘Bteltesfor fifteen hundred copies of a digest of the 
laws of Texas, prépesed to-be pablished by'O. €. Hartley, Bi 
A bill to be efititlad áh uat defining ifie bouttiries of the osun- 
ty of Santa Fé; 
A bill to regulate Ferries ¢ oun 7 
Joust vegolhtior Authorizing the Coniptroller-o sell certain vpro- 
perty pertaining to the late Republic of "Pex&s; ~- 
ous bill to exempt buildings and grounds desidhed aud "- for 
aposbs"of edu catior-or pūbliè worship, fromm taxation ;! -7e 
P And:ih a the: Senate had ap ined Messrs Pease eudh Phillips 
d-commnailted of conférence dS net! in cominittee confointly. oA & 
bill to authorize and empower county officers to“ perform: ‘duties’ 
of their offices until theit'stétessors ae eledrad) and taualihod å ic- 
corditietogaws: E [er Nie 65d un! tt 
Mri ional Soret thie ioni tóshiden: Bos xa E 
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thorizing the Governor to employ gounsel in certain cases in the 
Supreme Court of the Uniied States, approved March 20th, 1848. 
On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the resolution was laid on the 
| table until to-morrow the 6th instant, 
- . On motion of Mr. Charlton, the business on the SIpeREGUR ta- 
ble and the orders of the day were taken. up. 


ORDERS OF TEE DAY. 


The resolution offered on a previous day, requiring the basis 
of representation to be established so as to augment the number 


i of Representatives to fifty, and the Senators to twenty-two, was 
: taken up. ý 
Mr. Wilson moved a call of the House ; carried. 
1 Mr. Bogart moved a suspension of the call ; lost. uU 
E Mr. 'Taylor moved a suspension of the call ; lost. 
E 'The Sergeant-atarms being despatched for the absentees, 


td Messrs. Lott and McNairy, a fall House being in attendance, on 

motion of Mr. Smith of Shelby, the call was suspended. 

i Mr. Fields moved to lay the resolution on the table until the 
13th instant, upon which the yeas and nays were called and re- 
sulted as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Clements, Cochran, Crump. of 
Bexar, Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacog- 
doches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Lewis, Milliean, Pace, 
Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tar. 
ver, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—26. 

Nays: Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Chaylton, Clongh, Jowers, 
Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, ‘McNairy, Polk; Runnels, Staith óf Red 
River, Tarrant, Taylor, Whittlesey and ‘Wren—I7. , 

The resolution laid on the table. 

Joint resolution providing for the removal of certain Spanish 
decuments from Nacogdoches county to the State Department ; 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Fields in the chair. 

Joint resolution appropriating four thousand dollars for the 
compensation of the assessors of direct taxes foretaking the ẹnu- 
meration of the inhabitants of the State for the year 1848.; read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 3d, Ath, 6th and 7th 
sections of an act authorizing and requiring the county courts to 
regulate roads, appoint overseers, &e., appreved Mentel 15, 1888 ; 
read third time and passed, anya i 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to sell Doutain. lets 
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in thécitpof_Austin; read third time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Hardematt of. Travis, ordered to be engrossed. ` ; 

A bill to be entitled am actto establisli permanently the seat of 
justice of ‘Leon county ; read second time, and, on motión of Mr. 
Millican, ordered to be engrossed. ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 64th. section of an act 
entitled ati act to organize justices’ courts, and to define the pow- 
ers and jurisdiction of the same, approved March 20th, 1848; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, referred to the 
Judiciary committee. l 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 6th and 34th sections 
of an act to regulate proceedings in the district courts, approved 
13th May, 1846 ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr, Frank- 
lin, ordered to be engrossed. — 


A bill to amend an act entitled an act to regulate the Public - 


Printing; approved March 8th, 1845, with an amendment offered 
by the committee. - f - 

Mr. Crump of Bexar, offered to amend the amendment pro- 
posed by the committee, by striking out 124 cents,” and in- 
sert “15”; Tost. 

Mr. Stewart offered to amend further, by striking out * 23 for 
Secretary of State,” and insert “15 for Secretary of Senate and 
Clerk of the House.” . 

Mr. Russell moved a division of the question ; lost. 

Question on striking out and inserting as above, was put and 
catried; and, en motioh of Mr. Crump of Bexar, ordered to be. 
engrossed. : n ; i 

'MruLott introduced a bill to. be entitled an ‘act more partieu- 
larly defining wire ditties of- conmissitoners.heretn named : ‘read 
first times. 3 . E fs 

A bill for the relief of Gen. M. Hunt, read second time, and 
the yeas atid nays: beingtalled for on itsengrossment,resulted.as 
followss <: sat: Ey 7 d E 

Yeras: Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Cochran, Ortinap. 
of Bexar, Franklin, ‘Hardeman of Travis, Jowers, Lewis, Me- 
Nairi Pace, Reynolds; Russell, Smith of R. River, Stapp, Mew- 
art, Tarrant, Tarver, "PayloneWilletas, Wilsotr wid. Winfieldi 8 

Nas v Messrs, Burney; 'Charltoay Clough; Dickson: Fields, 
Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Holland, Lloyd} Lott; Millicai, Polk] 
Rinfielss Scott; Selman, Shaw, Sterne arid WhiütHesey—17. ` 

Sóthie bill was ordered: to be engrossed: 2 

Mr. Winfield offered the following’ resolution: -- 

Whireasctis SErxoelleney. G. "T. Woods: Govermor of the State 
of Texas, did on the Ist day of November: last,:issué a ‘pwhlic 
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recommendation to the peopleof Texas, giving good and sub- 
stantial reasons for offering up to the Great Source of all good 
their united and heart-felt thanks for-his mercies, made manifest 
towards us as a people, and to invoke a continuance of his Hea- 
venly favor ; and whereas, the first Thursday in December, 1849, 
is set apart in said recommendation. as a day of Thanksgiving 
to Almighty God, and recommended to’ be observed by all the 
people of the State, by abstaining from all seeular employments, 
&e. ; f 
Therefore, be it resolved, That the House of Representatives 
of the State of Texas, do fully concur with the sentiments 'ex- 
pressed by his Excellency in said recommendation. . 
a . Be it. further resolved, "That so soon as the business upon the 
Speaker's table is concluded, the House adjourn until the usual 


x4 


uev na a 


xd hour of meeting on Friday morning next; read and adopted. 
y On motion of Mr. Bryan, leave of absence was granted Mr.. 
E Russell until Tuesday next; and, on motion of Mr. Tarver, 
Ea leave of absence was granted- Mr. Wilson for the same time. 
4 , On Mr. Shaw's motion, the House then adjourned. 
m 

E 

3 > 

E Austin, December 7th, 1849, 

A 

i House met’ pursuant to adjournment—roll ealled—quorum 
e present: absentees, Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Charon, Crump of 
si : Bexar, Fields, Lewis, Millean, Smith of Red River, Tarver, 
3 Winfield and Wren. t.a 7 à 
1 Journal.of, Wednesday, the 5th inst., read and adopted, . 

if On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, Mr. Charlton was excused-from 


attendance on the House from indisposition, ' 

Mr. Fields presented a petition from sundry citizens of Polk 
county, praying to be annexed to Walker county; on motion of `“ 
Mr. Fields was referred to the eommittee ow County Boundaties. 

Mr: ‘Tarver presented a petition from A. Ballenih, asking for 
relief, etc, ; on motion of Mr. Tarver, was referred to the com- 

. mittee on Private Land Claims; also a petition from B, H. 
Grisham, asking for relief, ete. ; on motion was referred to the 
committee on Private Land, Claims., à 
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To the Hon. C.'G, KEENAN, - d 
. Speaker of the House of Representatives +: 

- The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was- referred: the 
resolution of the Senate amending the Constitution of the-State 
of Texas, have had the same under consideration and have in- 
structed me to report : be oe . "E 

That they have examined the subject submitted to them with 
as much care and attention as they could bestow ‘on so important 
n measure during the time the subject-matter has been before 
them. Any measuré which has for its object a change in the con- 


stitution of a free people, when that constitution has been framed ` 


deliberately by delegates in convention, delegates chosen by the 
people from among themselves, as men in whose age, wisdom, 
and patriotism, they had' confidence, and to whom they were 
willing to trust their political as wellas private rights, your 
committee believe that .a decent regard for a constitution framed 
by such a convention and ratified by the people; should on any 
proposition to remedy its supposed defects or to change some prin- 
ciple of government established by that instrament, which may 
be deemed better calculated to attain the true ends of govern- 
ment, for which it was established; a principle that will better 
harmonize with the true interests, views, and wishes of the peo- 
ple, it becomes the high and important duty of those to whom is 
intrusted the power‘ to introduce the new principle ot govern- 
‘ ment; to examine with deep care and consideration, the oid prin- 
ciple, and to admit the new, when they are satisfied that it will 
id subserye the interests and aecord with the wishes of the 
people: ^ 5 0 | 7 E 
The change iim ‘the principle of our:government which takes 
from the Govermor.and the Senate, the-appointing power; and 
gives it tothe people, from whom al.authority is derived, and 
for whose benefit the constitution" was: framed, ‘has received the 
sanction ofone Legislature,'and has been approved by-a majority 
of the people who have authoritative right ‘to. remodel the frame 
of ely government to suit their condition, their wants, and (heir 
wishes. y we st PEEL ; 
‘The resolution amending the constitution, has been submitted 
to the people and they have acted on the matter, and it becomes 
. thetduty of this Legislature, ‘under-the provisions of the comsti- 
tution fo perform no nnimportant dutytin'reldtion to the amend- 
ment byt casefully examinteg the amendmett,:to ascertain if its 
provisionsrdacle tthe ends. 4o-be1 Attained .bjniiie:introdwetion of 
Had ine Wopnimeiple toee how thie emendmentedfite hited « henew 
consfittifiomd to-exariine ‘whether the affarsofitber State: ean be 
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better conducted under the amendment, and to provide by;legís- 
lative action, laws to’ remedy defects, if they exist, and to carry 
into effect the amendment proposed, AM 2 

On this subject, your committee have examined the several 
sections of the constitution which will be affected by the adoption 
of the amendment proposed. By the 5th-section; article 4th, of 
the constitution, it is provided: that the Governor shal] nominate, 
and by and with the advice and gonsent of two-thirds of the 
Senate, shall appoint the Judges of the Supreme and District 
Courts, and they shall hold their offices for six years. 

By the 12th section, 4th article, it is provided that the Govenor 
shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of two- 
thirds of the Senate, appoint an Attorney General, who shall 
hold his office for two- years, and then shall be elected by joint 
vote of both Houses of the Legislature; a District Attorney for 
each district, who shall hold his office for two years; and the du- 
ties, salaries, and perquisites of the Attorney General and Dis- 
trict Attorneys, shall be prescribed*by law. 

By the 23rd section of the 5th article of the constitution, it is 
provided, that a State Treasurer, and Comptroller of public ac- 
counts, shall be biennially elected by the joint ballot of both 
Houses of the Legislature, and in case of vacaney in either cf 
said offices, during the recess of the Legislature, such vaeaney 
shall be filled by the Governor, which appointment shall continue 
until the close of the next session of the Legislature thereafter. 

By the 20th section, 5th article of the constitution, it is pro- 
vided, that nominations to fill all vacancies that may have oecur- 
ed during the recess, shall be made to the Senate during the first 
ten days of its session, and should any nomiinatioms so made’ be 
rejected, the same individual shall not again be nominated during 
the session to fill the same office; and should the Governor fail 
to make nominations to fill any vacancy during the:session of the 
Senate, such vacancy shall not be filled by the Governor until 
the next meeting of the Senate, 

By the 23d section of the general. provisions of the constitit- 
tion, itis provided that the Legislature shall provide in what 
cases officers shall continue to perform the duties of their offices, 
until their successors shall be qualified. l 

By the amendment proposed, it is provideđ that the Judges 
of the Supreme Court, Judges of the District Courts, Attorney. 
General, District Attorneys, Comptroller. of Pablie Accounts} 
‘Treasurer of the State, and Commissioner of the General-Land 
Office, shall at the expiration of their respective terms o£ ofide 
oF in case a vacancy may occur in either of them; by^degths, re 
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signation, érothermüse, after this ameridinenL takes effect and 
thereafter, bé elected by the qualified electors of the State, in the 
manner prescribed by law. du 

. ‘Phe new principle then introduced by the amendment, abo- 
lishes the present mode of appointing the several officers as well 
asthe manner of filling vacaneies for when the amendment is 
adopted, it will supercede every provision of the constitution with 
which it confliets, and by its express terms, precludes the idea 
that there is, or can be, any other method of filling the offices 
named after the expiration of the several terms of the present in- 
cumbents or in case a vacancy in either of said offices may occur, 
except by an eleetion by the qualified electors of the State. So 
that should the Treasurer, Comptroller, Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, Judge or other officer named in the amend- 
ment, die, resign, or be removed from office, the office: must re- 
‘main. vacant until an election ean be held. These several officers 
being officers created by the constitution, and their duties attach- 
ing to them as constitutional officers, your committee do not be- 
lieve it to be within the scope of rightful legislative power, to 
substitute any other officer or person under any other name to 
discharge their duties; and the consequence must be, that the 
affains of the State under. the amendment, must be snbjeet to fre- 
quent and unavoidable interruptions, checks, and inconveniences. 
The power vested.in the Legislature. by the 23rd section of the 
general provisions; to provide in what. cases officers may hold 
over, will but partially remedy the evil, if it is not abrogated, so 
far as the officers named in the amendment, by adopting the 
amendment proposed, a question by no means free from doubt. 
The offiee of Attorney General and District Attorney,: for the 
‘3rd and 11th Judicial Districts are now vaeant, and it is a ques- 
tion forthe House to decide whether these offices shall be filled 
before action is taken on the amendment proposed, or whether it 
is better that these offices shall remain vacant until an election 
can be held under the amendment proposed; and after a law has 


been passed by this Legislature prescribing the manner of hold- | 


ing said elections. Should the amendment be adopted, it. will be 
necessary to pass a law, prescribing the manner of holding the 
elections for the several officers named im. the amendment. 


"Büeir respective terms of office expire at:different periods, and . 


.waganeies. may occur im some of them-before:theipenied for which 


they have been appointed will expire, and as the-vacancy in thee | 


semenal offices: must continue, until an , election by the people, it 
would seexgdthat.tise;elections should be heldsat as early a period 


exiftera vaeüneyioecurs, So thatif bj the death, resig- 
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nation, or removal of the officer, the treasttry is to be shut, thé 
courts closed, crimes go unpunished, the public monies uncolleet- 
T. ed, patents unissued. — ; 

1 The evil may be obviated as soon as possible by filling the 
y vacancy in the oniy way that will be known to the constitution, 
"e by affording the people an opportunity of eleeting to fill the 
c vacancy. 

"M . 'The terms of office of the judges of the Supreme Court will 
expire on the 2d March, 1852: 

Judge of the 1st district, J. C. Megginson, February 25, 1854. 
d 9d * Wm. E.Jones, April: 17, 1852, 
[14 


ds 3d * R.E.B. Baylor, €" . (« 
ce åth ~“ ™M.P. Norton, (« 14, € 
_ & 5th “ Oran M. Roberts, “` MN A 
i“ 6th. * — L.D. Evans, March 8, 1854. 
i 7th * | C. W. Buckley, February 2, 1853, 
(c uw Sth €« John T. Mils, ^ April 14, 1850, 
«o t oh * B E Martin, March 20, 1854, 
k 10th “ Fielding Jones, August Ist, 1854, 
* — ` lith “ — Spruce M. Baird, March 18, ©. 
Attorney. General, vacant. 
E Comptroller, - - - =- e + February 7, 1850. 
t . Treasurer, - - - - - af Wo uM 
ES Commissioner of the General Land Office, Mareh 20, “ 
Distriet Attorney, Ist District, April 13, “ 
« 9d « Hi tk a1 
d ad s vacant. 2 
& áth - u ít « ^ 
« i 5th « «+ ts ] 6b ü 
i E i 6th February 26, “ 
Pci “ (uh di April 19, £. 
ig * di Sth te t « Q6 
t ii . 9th ef February 26, ^ € - 
d i ` 10th i August Ist, “ 
» g 1ith « vacant. i 


From the foregoing statement the House will perceive that the 
election for judges of the Supreme Court, and judges of the 2d, - 
9d, 4th, 6th-and 8th districts cannot take place until the sammer 
of eighteen hundred and fifty-two.: The judges of the 1st, 6th, 
9th, 10th, and 11th districts, until 1854, and judge of the 7h, 

edistrict until 1853. ` á j 

The election of Attorney General, District Attorneys; Comp- 
troller of Publie Accounts, Treasurer, and»Gomtaissiower ofthe — ~ 
General‘ Land Office; may take place in’/1850. In.sélotion to«he 
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District Attorney for the 11th district, as there is a vaeancy, and 
there is no organization of the county of Santa F6, that vacancy 
must continue for an indefinite period, unless the Legislature 
should deem it proper to fill the vacancy before adopting’ the 
amendment proposed, as there isa probability that a District At- 
torney will not be elected by the people of that district for some 
time to come. j , 

Your committee deeming thatan inquiry into the mode and 
manner of passing the resolution by the last Legislature, as well: 
as an examination of the.mode and manner of making the re- 
turns of the vote of the people on the proposed amendment, to 
be within the appropriate sphere of their inquiries, have-talsen 
the same into consideration, and are satisfied that the resolution 
was read on three several days. The entry on the. journals of 
the House for the 7th day of March, 1848, “ A joint resolution 
proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State'of Tex- 
as, together with the amendment offered by JMr.-Bryau on yes- 
terday, were 'takemrup. | Amendment read. _ 

Your committee believe it to have been an error ; in fact, if it 
is intended to leave the impression that the amendment of Mr. 
Bryan was read without reading the original resolution. They 
have acted on the principle that the question was an open.ques- 
tion, and that the journals were not conclusive in the matter. 

The returns of the vote by.the people haye, also, been made in 
comformity to the requirements of the Constitution. 

“Your committee having presented such facts and views as they 
deemed necessary for the consideration of the House, submit this 
report and the resolution of the Senate, referred to them, to the 
House, that such: farther action may be taken, as ‘to, the House 
may seem wise and proper; report received to, come up among. 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee.on Federal Relations, 
made following report: 

l l T 

ENT COMMITTEE Room, December,7th;. 1849. 

To the Hon. O. Q. KEENAN, = . a’ | 
e. Speaker of the House of Representatives: ` 

«Phe commiitee-on Federal Relations, to. whom was re-referred- 

a joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our; 


Representatives ia the, United: States. Congress; to. procure the“ 


passage, afi aclaw: giving to the Stale of "l'exas jnxisdigtiansov er 
therseuti ralis (o Red iver, Trom the Lonigiana line tevaebon:: 
dredth degree of longitude west, from Greenwich, haygJaadsthe- 
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same under consideration, and have instructed me to thake the- 


following amendment and recommend its adoption : strike out in 
the istsection * the Louisiana line,” and insert “ where the ori- 
ginal boundary line between the late Republic of Texas and the 
United States strikes Red River.” All of which is respectfully 
submitted ; report received to come up among the orders of the 
day. > 


Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 


made the following report : 


ConsriTTEE Room, Dec. 7, 1849. 


. To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The eommittee on Engrossed Bills have examined a joint re- 
solution providing more effectually for the protection of the fron- 
tier of 'P'exas ; also, a Joint resolution providing for the mutuai 
Surrender ,of persons therein mentioned by the government df 
the United States ; also, a bill to bé entitled an act to provide for 
holding an eleetion for the permanent location of the seat of 
government of the State; also, a bill to be entitled an aet to ere- 
ate the county of MeLennan ; also, a joint resolution for the re- 
lief John Barton, and find the same correctly engrossed ; report 
accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, the business on the Speaker's table 
and the orders of the day were taken np. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled an ‘act defining the boundaries of the 
county of Santa Fé, from the Senate ; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate ferries; read first time. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to sell eertain pro- 
perty pertaining to the late Republic of ‘Fexas ; read first time. 

A, bill to be entitled an act authorizing and requiring the 
Governor to subseribe, on behalf of the State, for fifteen hun- 
dred copies of a digest of the laws of 'l'exas, proposed to be pub- 
lished by O. C. Hartley, Esq. ; read first time. 

A bill to Be entitled an act to provide for the civil organization 
of the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fé; read 
first time. i : 

A bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation to defray 
the expense incurred in publishing the proposed amendnient to 
the Constitution, with a substitute reported by committee orr Fi- 
nance, was read, 
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Mr. Stapp offered a substitute to the substitute, which was 
read and rejected. E ' 

Question, shall the substitute offered by the committee be adopt- 
ed, was pùt and carried ; and, on motion of Mr. Fields, the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed. i 

A bill to be entitled an act more particularly defining the du- 
ties of commissioners therein named; read second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Lott, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

The resolution authorizing the Judiciary committee to inquire 
into the expediency of reporting a bill to repeal the act author- 
izing the Governor to employ counsel in certain cases in the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, was taken up, read and 
adopted. ° 

Mr. Bee, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, made 
the following report: 


CowmMrTTEE Room, December 7th, 1849. 
Hon. C. G. Keewan, n 
` Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Publie"Lands have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act regulating the fees of county and district survey- 
ors, and have instructed me to report a substitute therefor, and 
recommend its passage. They have also, examined the petition 
of W. Thompson, administrator of the estate of B. D. Noble, de- 
ceased, and have instructed me to report a Joint resolution for his 


relief, and recommend its passage ; report received to come up ` 


among the orders of the day. à 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs and assignees of 
Benjamin D. Noble, deceased ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the House adjourned. 


: Saturpay, December 8, 1849. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present: absentees, Messrs. Jowers, Millican, Shaw and Sterne, 
Journals of the preceding day read and adopted. l 
On motion.of Mr. Polk, Mr. Shaw was granted leave of ab- 
sence until Friday-next, the 14th instant. 
Mr. Lewis: presented.a memorial fron Henry Castro, praying 


for the fulttiment au ithe part of tlie State, of the contract in! fe- 


ference to his colonial enterprize. E b 
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On "motion, was referred to. a. Special committee, Mr. Lewis 
chairman. E MS ; 

Mr. Tarver presented a memorial of Jerome B. Robertson as 
administrator of the estate of Henry B. Williams, dee’d., praying 
for the establishment of a headright claim. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, was referred to the committee ‘on 
Private Land Claims. i 

Mr. Bee presented a petition from Edmund St. John and other 
citizens of Refugio county, praying for relief, &c. 

On motion of Mr.. Bee, was referred to the committee on Claims - 
and Accounts, 

Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Education, made the 


following report: 


CowwiTTEE Room, December 7,.1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

l Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Education, to whom was refersed.a bill en-’ 
titled an act to preserve a history of the timeg, have instructed 
me to report it back to the House, with a substitute, and ask the 
adoption of the latter. Many valuable facts, Historical and legal, 
are contained in the newspapers of this State ; the stirring ‘times 
in which they were published, and the remarkable events chron- 
icled by them, make these papers curious relics of the past, and 
valuable referefce books for the future historian of the “ Lone 
Star." We owe it to the present, and to the future, to makean 
effort to preserve from destruction every fact that. would throw 
3 additional de upon the works, and reveal the merits of the pi- 
E oneer and soldier of Texas, Their noble deeds and chivalrous 
i character have excited the admiration of the world, and should 
e be perpetuated as a rich legacy to future generations—a lamp to 
: light their footsteps. ; 

Without the services of these men, 'l'exas would now be what 
she once was, “the dark and bloody ground” of Mexico. By 
taking the papers published in the State and preserving thenf at 
the capital, ''exas secures for her children in all coming time the 
whole.history of evénts, past and present, which have tramspired 
within her limits. AH of Which, with the bill and stibstitute, I | 
respectfully report:  ,' NM 

A bill entitled an act te-authorize the Secretary of State tosib- 
scribe for and obtain certain. newspapers herein named ireport 
and substitute, receiyelf to comnie up amongithe orders.of the day. 

Mr. Barneygohairman of the committee om Private Land Olalms,. 


made the following report: 0 22 44 fil DINDA 
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CoMMITTEE Room, Dec. 8, 1849; 
To the Hon. €. G. KEENAN, ; 
- Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Laud Claims, to whonrws referred 
the petition of Eugene O'Conner, agent and attorney in fact for 
the heirs of Wm. Mockford, have had the same under consider- 
ation, and find from the evidence adduced, that the said Mock- 


ford is the assignee of bounty land warrant No. 3032, issued to . 


Wm. J. Hawkins for 1280 acres of land; that said bounty land 
warrant, as also the conveyance, have become so defaeed that the 
same cannot be recognised in the General Land Offieesand there- 
by the heirs of the said Mockford are deprived of their rights.— 
The committee have, therefore, instructed me to report a bill for 
their relief and recommend its passage; all of which is respect- 
fally submitted : f à 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Wm. Mockford ; 
read first time— report and joint resolution received to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Fields offered the following resolution ; 

Resolved, 'lhat the chief Clerk be instructed to purchase for 
the use of the members of the House of Representatives, a suffi- 
cient number of paper cutters, folders, stamps and weights to sup- 
ply each member ; and if said articles cannot be procured in Aus- 


tin, that he be authorized to send to Houston or Galveston for’ 


them ; rejected. 


Ou motion of Mr. Lloyd, the business on the Speakers table 
and the orders of the day were taken up. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

À bill to beentitled an act defining the boundaries of the coun- 
ty of Santa Fé ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Lewis, 
referred to the committee on County Boundaries. ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate Ferries; on motion of 
Mr. Taylor, read by its caption and referred to the committee on. 
Roads, Bridges and Ferries. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller tó sell certain 
property pertaining to the late Republic of Texas; read second 
time, and; on motion of Mr. Taylor, passed to its third reading. 

A^bill authorizing and requiring the Governor to subscribe on 
behalf of the State for fifteen hundred copies of a digest of the 
laws of: Lekasy próposed-to be pabtished by O.'C. Fart y i Ësg.; 


read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Franklin, referre 
Select committee, Mr. Lewis chairman. 
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A bill to be entitled au act to provide for the civil organization 
of the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fé; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Franklin, laid on the table 
for the present. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Barton ; reud third time 
and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of McLennan ; 
read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution providing for the mutual surrender of persons 
by the governments of the United States and Mexico ; read third 
time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for holding an election 
for the permanent location of the seat of government of the State; 
read third time aud passed. - 

Joint resolution providing more effectually for the protection of 
the frontier of Texas; read third time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Williams, laid on the table. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs and assignees of 
Benjamin D. Noble, dec'd. ; read second .time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Bee, ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating fees of county and dis- 
trict Surveyors, with the substitute reported by the committee on 
Public Lands ; substitute adopted, 

Mr. Winfield moved to amend by striking out “ $2” and in- 
serting “$3”: lost. 

Mr. McKinney moved to lay the bill on the table ; lost. 


Mr. Lewis offered to amend, by excepting from its provisions 
the land districts of Bexar and San Patricio; adopted, and bill 


ordered to be engrossed. 


A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, 
through his Private Secretary, Mr. Hickey, informing the House 
that he approved and had signed the following bills, viz: 

An act to repeal a portion of an act to give to aac corporate 
county in this State its own County Surveyor, map, and records, 
approved March 20th, 1848; 

Also, an act to amend ilis second and third sections of an act 
entitled an act establishing more permanently the seat of justice of 
Collin county, approved January 12th, 1848 ; 

Álso, joint resolution requesting ihe contractor of the mail 
route from Austin to Clarksville, by way of Bonham, to transport 
the mail of said route semi-weekly instead of weakly, arid | ma- 
kihg provision for the same; ` meno one 

Also, ati act to permit Mary Gillespie to adopt. Shean aima 
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McGuffin; ‘infant daughter of Samuel and Mary E: Meb ifin, 


both decéased, late of Grimes county : : 

Also, an act to regulate the election of clerks of the District 
Courts of the several counties in this State, — 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report : 


' COMMITTEE Room, December 8th, 1849. 
'T'othe Hon. €; G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Revresentatives: 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined añ act to ex- 
empt buildings and grounds designed . and used for purposes of 
edueation or public worship from taxation, and find the same 
correctly enrolled ; and having been signed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and President of the Senate, was this 
day presented to his Excellency, the Governor, for his approval. 

The joint resolution instructing our Senators and règt esting 
our Representatives inthe Congress of the United States to pro- 
cure the passage of a law giving to the State of Texas jurisdic- 
tion over the south half of Red River, with an amendment from 
the committee on Federal Relations ; amendment adopted, and, 
on motion of Mr. Bogart, ordered to be engrossed. 

Amendments to the Constitution ; read second time, and, on 
Motion, passed to third reading. 

Mr. -Winfield moved to adjourn ; lost. 

Mr. Jowers moved to take up the resolution repealing the act 
to create the office of fiscal agent ; lost. 

Mr. Tarrant, by leave, offered the followin resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Tndian : ffairs be instructed 
to inquire into and report, at as early a day as practicable; the 
number of Indians now in Texas; their résidence, &c:* whith 
- properly belong to Texas ; also, the number of those which have 
intruded upon the soil of Texas, and properly ei to tribes 
residing out of the limits of this State, and rthe,contrel ef 
the United States, their residence, &e. yx 
ders committed and captures nado on onr frontier since the last 
enisi of the Legislature, amount ef property stolem;-&oc ,;shd 
d what tribes ; and that the committee on Dadian Affairs of thís 

ouse get in, conjanetion with the Senate’s-edmmittee in theii- 
ie ea md "herein required. -Read amd adopted: : - | i Es 
Mr: iCreruprof Bexar, moved that the ddouge nowoadjont - 

on which thesyeas and nays vor died andwesulfedtasefoliaius t 

Yeas i“Megsrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart Burney; Cidughii @beh - 
ran, Grunip gf Bexar, Fields, Franktin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nea- 


number of mur- : 
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cogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Johnson, McKinney, 
McNairy, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, 
Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Whittlesey, Winfield and Wren-—27, 

Nays: Messrs. Bryan, Clements, .Dickson, - Jowers, Lewis, 
Lloyd, Lott, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman and 


'Taylor-—14. 
So the House adjourned until Monday morning half past.9 
o’cloek. 


Austin, December 10, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present; absentees, Messrs. Bryan, Crump of Bexar, Hardeman 
of Travis, Lewis, Millican, Scott, Smith of Shelby, Tarver, Tay- 
lor and Winfield. 
Journal of Saturday last, read and adopted. 
Mr. Stapp presented a petition for the relief of the heirs of 
Peter Cruden; on motion of Mr. Stapp, was referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 
Mr. Burney presented a petition from sundry citizens of Milam 
eounty, praying for the creation of a new county; on motion of 
Mr. Burney, was referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 
` Mr. Crump of Bexar, presented a petition of the German Em- 
igration Company, which was read; on motion of Mr. Crump of 
Bexar, was referred to the Special committee, Mr. Lewis chairman. 
Mr. Burney, chairman ot the committee on County Bounda- 
ries, made the following report: . » 


: : CouMiTTEE Room, December 10th, 1849. 


Ta To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
us i Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


& 
: The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
à & bill to be entitled an act to define the boundaries of the county 
i of Santa Fe, have had the same under consideration and instruct- 
ge ed me to report the same back to the House without amendment, 
2 and recommend its«passage ; report received, to come up among 
d the orders of the day. l SP Gu 
d Also the following report : M di D m 
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CowMiTTEE Room, December 7, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENXN, i 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

T'he committee on County Boundaries, to whonr was referred 
the petition of the citizens of Dewitt county, praying the revival 
of the act locating permanently the county seat of Dewitt county, 
and also the accompanying transcript of record from the county 
clerk’s office of said county, have carefully examined the same, 
and find that there has been an election held in said county, un- 
der the provisions of said act, and thatin consequence of slight 
informality in the returns of said election, the county seat, was 


- not located at the place selected by a majority of the legal voters. . 


That much inconvenience and dissatisfaction prevail among 
the citizens of said county; that there has been no county build- 
ings erected, and not likely to be until the matter is settled by a 
vote of the people, and the county seat located at such place as a 
majority of the citizens of the county, may select. The com- 
. mittee therefore, considering the claims ofthe petitioners just and 
reasonable, and that legislative action be necessary, have instruct- 
ed me to report for the consideration of the House, the following 
bill and recommend its passage : 

A bill to be entitled an act to revive and amend an act entitled 
an act to locate permanently the county seat of justice for the 
county of Dewitt, approved March 9, 1848; read first time; re- 
port and bill received to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Bryan Tatroduced a bill to be entitled an act, creating a 
Board of School Fund Commissioners ; read first time. 

Mr. Runnells offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary, inquire into 
the expediency of enacting a law prescribing some period of 
time by which the actual peaceable possession of property in 
slaves shall vest an absolute right in their succession ; adopted. 

Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution : 

*Resolved, That the Speaker, appoint a committeé of three 
metnbers of the House of Representatives, and that the Senate be 
respectfully requested to appoint a like committee on the part of 
that body, and that said joint committee wait on Col. P.'Hans- 
brough Bell, aud inform him of his élection to the Chief Mágis- 
trict t thé State to serve for two'years from and after thé Bist 
inst: ina’ that ‘said “committee asceftai del it will be convert 

r 
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ienit-forphavGdvernbr eléct to be ‘inuughrptad ; adopted. Where- 
upon tie, Sibésket, appointed Messrs, Sterile, “Bue aul Biyan, 
said Reit otio oo fo nwa der be Ota} bigo.os i 


Mr: "Paylpr introduced a bill to be entitled an act foP HO Weltef 


N 


E 


Ld 


246 


E + 
1 of the holders of certain Headright certificates; read first time ; 
J also the following: an act to incorporate the Cass county Manu- 
I faeturing Company ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the business on the Speaker's table 
= and the orders of the day were taken up. 
ae A message was received from the Senate through their Secre- 

tary informing the House of the passage of the several bills, orig- 

4 inating in the Senate. : 

t A bill to be entitled an act to establish the Eleventh Judicial 
Eis Distriet of the State of 'l'exas. 
ig An act for the relief of the citizens of Jasper county. 
II An act to amend the 2nd section of an act entitled an act to 
prohibit the Board of Land Commissioners in each county in this 
State from issuing certificates to any claimant whatever, unless 
the applieant or claimant shall previously thereto have received 
a conditional certificate from some competent board, approved 
March 1st, 1848. 

A bill authorizing and requiring the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue a headright certificate to A. S. 
Cunningham. - 

Àn act to define the time of holding the District Courts in the 
Eleventh Judicial District. 

À bill to provide for the payment of Jurors. . 

A bill concerning passengers coming to the State of Texas, 

* Bills originating in the House: 
i Joint resolution for the relief of Hugh McClure. 
f A bill to incorporate the Marshall Cemetery Company. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. ` 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to sell certain pro- 
: perty of the late Republic of Texas; read third time, and, on 
as motion of Mr. Gillet, laid on the table for the present. 

Amendment to the constitution,was taken up, and on motion 
of Mr. 'l'aylor, laid on the table for the present. o 

A bill to be entitled an act to preserve a history of the times, 
with substitute reported from committee on Education, was read; 
Mr, Gillet offered to amend as follows: strike out “ every weekly 
paper published in the State," and insert “three,” one published 
at the seat of government, the others to be selected. from different 
portions of the State, east and west ;. amendment, adopted, aud, on 


i 


motion of Mr. Tarrant, bill and substitute. laid on fhe, sable. .. 
Joint.resolution for the relief of the heirs o William Mogiiord; 

read secatid timé, and, on motion of Mr. Stapp,.ordered-to be 

engrossed, d D UE UP. iadi g op aH yn 4M 
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The bill to apportion the Senators. and Representatives among - 


the several counties of this State was called up, and, on motion of 
Mr. od laid on the table for the present. 

Mr. Hardeman of Travis, offered the following reselrtion : 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary, take into con- 
sideration the propriety of repealing the proviso attached. to the 
2nd section ofa joint resolution donating lands for the relief of the 
soldiers composing the Ist regimeut of Infantry, approved De- 
cember 10th, 1841; read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Fr anklin, further time was granted the 
Special committee to report on the Santa Fe resolutions, 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the House adjourned. 


a Austin, December 11, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum pre- 
sent; absentees, Messrs. Bee, Clough, Crump of Bexar, Frank- 
lin, Lewis, Lloyd, McNairy, Millican and Pace. Journal of the 
preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committce on Private Land 
Claims, made the follewing reports : 


ComMITTEE Room, Dec. 11th, 1849. 


“To the Hon. C. G. Keeway, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was ‘refer- 
red the petition of the heirs of Peter Grudden, have had the-same 
under consideration, ahd find that the said Crudden entered the 
army of Texas as a volunteer in Captain Allen’s: éompauy,^on 
the 15th October, 1836, aud served faithfully until his death; and 
that-the heirs of the-snid. Crudder have never received the land to 
which he was entitled by law, asa headright, The commiitteè 
have-inenineted meto report the following Jont TesolnsionAfor 


their relief-and recommend its passagesc: «67^ - CHOR 
sce aa a e Pei " Peter Gradden, 
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i CoMMrTTEE Room, Dec. 11, 1849, 
Hon, C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Oliver Killough, have had the same under 
consideration, and have examined the evidence adduced and are 
satisfied that the claim is a meritorious one, and, in the opinion 
of your committee, that the prayer of the petitioner should be 
granted, and have instructed me to report the following joint re- ' 
solution for his relief, and recommend its passage. All of which 
is most respectfully submitted : 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Robert Earl, de- 
ceased ; read first time. 

Report and joint resolution received to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report : 


CommitTeE Room, Dec. 11, 1849. 
Hon. C, G. KEENAN, l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act to amend the 6th and 34th sections of an act to re- 
gulate proceedings in the district courts, approved May 13, 1846. 

Also, a joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to sell cer- 
tain lots in the city of Austin. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an aet to establish permanently the 
seat of justice of Leon county. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation to di. 
fray the expense incurred in publishing the proposed amend- 
ment to the Constitution. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act 
to regulate the publie printing, approved March 8, 1848. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Gen. Memu- 
can Hunt. 

Also, a bill tọ be entitled an act to incorporate the Texana 
Academy. : 
Also, a joint resolation for the relief of the heiss amd assi 'lgriees 

of Benjamin D. Noble, deceased. 

Also,:a joint resolgtion relative to extending the jarisdiétion of 
the State of Texas over the south habkf-of a-certain pew of 
Red River. re avt os : 

Also, a bill tó be entitled an act to amend an ach tegeleti 
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fees of office, approved March 20th, 1848, and find the same cor- 


rectly engrossed. 
Report accepted. 
Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on-the Judiciary, 


made the following reports : 


CowwrrrEE Room, Dec. 11, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, | 
' Speaker of the Houseof Representatives : 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a re- 
solution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of amend- . 
ing the 10th section of the act regulating proceedings in the dis- 
trict court. approved May 11th, 1846, have had the same under 
consideration, and a. majority of said committee have instructed 
me to report the accompanying bill and recoinmend its passage: 
An act to amend an act to organize the district courts and to 
define thier powers and jurisdiction, approved May 11, 1846; read 


first time. " 
Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 


day. 


CowmMtrTEE Room, Dec. 11, 1549. 
'T'o the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
~ Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
‘to provide for ceding to the United States jurisdiction over certain 
lands in this State for public purposes, have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report the bill back to 
the House with the following amendment: 

In the 3d section strike out the words “into the court,” and in- 
sert the words “into the Treasury of the State,” and recommend 
its passage. l 

Report and’ amendment received to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

m CouurrrEE Room, December 11th, 1849, 


. To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 


o5. — Speaker of tke House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
resolution requiring. them to inquire ‘into the expediency of 
abolishing all ubtry law, have hád the same wader consideration, 
andiistracy mecto report that theyedo npi deem itbexpedient’ to 
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CoMMITTEE Room, December 11th, 1849, 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: . 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
.  toamend the 55th section of the act to organize justices courts 
and to define the power and jurisdiction of the same, approved 
March 20th, 1848, have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report the bill back to the House and re- 
commend its passage. 
Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 


i Commirrer Room, December 11, 1849, 

To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an act 
to repeal the 2d section of an act prescribing the punishment for 
cutting down, carrying away or destroying trees or timber, upon 
any land without the consent of the owner, have had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed “me to report that they 
do not deem it expedient to repeal the section of the law propos- 
ed by the act referred to them. i 

In many portions of the country there are tracts of land valua- 
ble alone on account of the timber, and the repeal of the section 
proposed would seem to give legislative license to lawless and 
irresponsible individuals to commit trespasses upon the property 
of others, which would result, in many cases, in irreparable in- 
jury to owners of land. In some portions of the country only 
occasional and inconsiderable trespasses might be committed, in 
others timber stealing would grow into a-profitable trade, for the 
benefit of the trespasser, and to the great injury of the owner of 
the land. They report the act referred to the consideration of 
the committee and recommend its indefinite postponement. 

Report received to come up among the orders of the day. . 

Mr. Clough, chairman of the Special committee, made the fol- 
lowing report : 
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Committee Room, December 11, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
By virtue of a resolution introduced into this House yonr-com- 
mittee were appointed to examine and report upor the merits-of 
2  adigest of the laws of the Republic and State--of: '"'exas; com- 
piled by O. C, Hartley, Esq. e. pet fed uo pee 
A bill has-also, been seferred to them authorizing-the Goren- 
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or, on behalf of the State, to subscribe for 1500 copies of the 
Jaws when published as proposed. In conformity with the resos J 
Jution your committee have faithfully and carefnlly reviewed the 
digest ; examined critically the plan throughout;-ite-general gha- 
racter, the style and manner in which it is gotten up, the talent 
and industry which seems to have been bestowed upon it by the 
author, induées them to believe that it will meet the hearty ap- 
proval of the people and be highly creditable to the country. 
They, therefore, recommend it to the House as worthy their high- 
est consideration. 

By the 16th section, article 7th, general provisions of the Con- , 
stitution, itis made the duty of the Legislature to have a revis- 
ion and digest of the laws within five years from the adoption of 
the Constitution. The committee will here remark that at the 
end of this session of this Legislature, nearly all of the import- 
ant laws will have been revised. Influenced by this considera- 
tion and being further satisfied that the country not only expect, 
but demand, at the. hands of the Legislature, that a plan be de- 
vised to carry out this provision. Some of our editions of the 
laws being now entirely out of print, and others nearly exhausted, 
and unless some measure be speedily adopted, many portions of 
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the country will be necessarily deprived of the laws. They i 
deem it their duty to report with this, the bil] submitted to them, t 
and recommend its passage. > 


-+ 


Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 
* Mr. Bee, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, made 
the following report : 
ComMMITTEE Room, Dec. 11, 1849. 
l To the Hon. C. G. KÈENAN, i 
>. f Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
| The committee on Public Lands, to whom were referred an 
act to compel all lands to be surveyed within three months after x 
application shall be filed for the same, have had the same under i 
consideration, and have instructed me to report a substitute for 1 
the original and recommend its passage : 1 
. mi act to provide for the return of field notes, and to repeal a 
certain act therein named. 4 
Report received to come. up. among the orders of the day. - E 
i M. l'aryer, by leave, presented a copy ofthe petition ofthe ; 
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Mr. Williams offered the following preamble and resolntion,! 

- * Whereas, many petitions have been received by the House of 
Representatives from citizens of this State, representing that pe- 
titioners are justly entitled to headright claims to lands under the 
Constitution and laws of the late Republic of Texas, and pray- 
ing to be put in possession of the same by the issuance of Jand 
certificates, etc. Therefore, l 

Be it resolved, That the committee on Private Land Claims 
of this House be instructed to act in conjunction with the same 
committee of the Senate, (the Senate coucurring,) and take un- 
der consideration the expediency of providing a tribunal or tri- 
bunals by which means this class of the liabilities of the late Re- 
public of Texas may be speedily liquidated, and that the joint 
committee report by bill or otherwise. i 

Read and adopted. 

Mr. Polk introduced a bill to be entitled an act to fix the whole 
number of Senators and apportion them among theseveral districts 
herein established according to the number of qualified electors; 
and to apportion 52, the whole number of Representatives, among 

{ the several counties according to the number of the free white 

population in each ; read first time. 

Mr. Runnels moved the rejection of the bill, upon which the 
yeas and nays were called and stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Coch- 
| ran, Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdo- 
~ ches, Lewis, Lloyd, Pace, Reynolds, Scott, Selman, Smith of Red 
River, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Williams and Wren—22. 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Franklin, Gillet. 
Hardeman .of Trav s, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lott, McKin- 
ney, McNairy, Polk, Runnels, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, 
Taylor, Whittlesey and Winfield—20. So the bill was rejeeted. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary Mr. Raymond, informing the House that they had passed 
the following bills originating in the Senate, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act providing payment for the forage 
and subsistence of the company of mounted volunteers mustered 
into the service of this State the 10th June, 1849, by Col. H. L. 
Kinney. 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Jonathan Bird. 

Mr. Bryan moved to reconsider the vote just taken rejecting the 
bill to apportion the Senators end Répresentatives amon tHe 8e- 
veral counties of this State; upoti which motion “the yeafiitid 
and nays were called for and resulted as follows z^ ^i ^d 

Yeas—-Messrs, Speaker, Bogdait, Bryan; Chatter, “Crowpt 
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Cochran, Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, 
Lott, McNairy, Polk, Reynolds, Scott, Selman, Smith of Shelby, 
Stapp, Sterne, Williams and Winfield—27. ` 


Nays— Messrs. Bee, Burney, C'ements, Crump of Bexar, Gil- — 


let, McKinney, Pace, Runnels, Smith of Red River, Stewart, 
Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, Whittlesey and Wren—15. So the 
motion to reconsider prevailed. l 

On motion of Mr. Holland, the House proceeded to the orders 
of the day and the business on the Speaker’s table. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. - 


A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the payment of jurors; 
read first time. 

Mr. Tarrant, from the committee on Internal Improvements, 
made the following report : 


COMMITTEE Room, December 11, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
'The committee on Internal Improvement, to whom was refer- 
red a joint resolution granting to the United States the right of 
way through the State of 'Texas, for the construction of a rail- 


- road commencing on the Gulf of Mexico or the Mississippi river, 


to the Pacific Ocean, have had the same under consideration, and 
after mature deliberation, have unanimously instructed me to re. 
port the bill baek to the House without amendment, and earnest- 
ly recommend its passage. AH of which is respectfully submitted. 
Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: ; 


Commitrer Room, December 11, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, i 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the following 
acts, VIZ : 

An act to incorporate the Marshall Cemetery Company. 

Also, am act for the relief of Hugh McClure, and find the same 
correetly enrolled, and having been signed by the Speaker of the 
Honseof-Representatives.and President of the Senate, vas.thig 
day-iesented.te;his Excellency, the Governor, for: hisxepproval. 
MS ad and.accepted. DS a E ' reson D. 
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A bil fo be entitled an act concerning passengers coming’ .to 
the State of Texas; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the time of holding the 
district courts in the 11th judicial district; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing and requiring the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to issue a headright certifi- 
eate to A. S. Cunningham; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the 11th judicial district 
of the State of Texas; read first time. 

A bill for the relief of the citizens of Jasper county ; read first 
time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the second section of an 
act entitled an act to prohibit the boards of Land Commissioners 
in each county in this State, from issning certificates to any 
claimant whatever, &c. ; read first time. 

À bill to be entitled an act defining the boundaries of the coun- 
ty of Santa Fë, reported favorably by the committee, was read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Lewis, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act creating a board of school fund com- 
missioners ; read second time. 

' Mr. Scott offered a substitute for the above. 

Mr. 'l'aylor moved to lay the bill and substitute on the table; 
lost. 

Mr. Gillet moved to indefinitely postpone the bill and substitute. 

^ Mr. Tarver moved a division of the question ; carried. 

Mr. Tarver moved to indefinitely postpone the substitute. 

On motion of Mr. Winfield the bill and substitute were- made 
the order of the day for Monday next. -~ 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the holders of cer- 
tain headright certificates; read second time, and Mr: Runnels 
moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Bogart moved its reference to the committee on Public 
Lands; carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Cass county man- 
ufaeturing company ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
McKinney, referred to the committee on Internal Improvement. 

A bill to be entitled an act to revive and amend an act entitled 
i an act to locate permanently the seat of justice for the county of 
De Witt, approved March 9th, 1848; read second time and or- ~ 
dered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Franklin, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled anoaet 
to amend the 4th sections of an act, approved March 13, 1848 etr« 
titled an act to amend section LO, 11, 13 and 22 ofan «aet te»-ór- 
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ganizeithe Supreme Court-of the State of ‘Texas, approved 12th 
May, 1846; read ‘first time. 
On motion the House adjourned. 


Gu aem CR 


Austin, December 12th, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present; absentees, Messrs. Bee, Crump of Bexar, Jowers, Tar- 
ver, and Winfield. 

Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. McKinney presented a memorial from Ebenezer Allen ; 
on motion of Mr. McKinney, was referred to the-commiitee on 
Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : 


CowMrTTEE Room, Dec, 12, 1849. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of ihe House of Representatives : 

The committee on Eingrossed Bills, have examined a joint reso- 
lution for the relief of the heirs of William Mockford, and find 
the same correctly engrossed ; report accepted. 

. The committee of Conference, made the following report : 


Committee Room, December 12th, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, ^ 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee of Conference, on the bill authorizing all Dis- 
trict and County officers to continue to perform their duties until - 
their successors are qualified, report that they recommend the 
House to recede from its amendment to the bill originating in the 
Senate, and that the same be passed with the amendment here- 
with submitted. ‘ 
Signed, A. H. PHILLIPS, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
W. H.. STEWART, 
id Chairman on the part of the House. 
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lihe from the bottom strike out the. words ‘elected and,” and 
insert the word * duly;" same line strike out the words “ accord- 
ing to law;" amendment adopted. D. 

A message was received from the Senate through their Secre- 
tary informing the House of the passage of a bill, originating in 
the House: 

A bill to change the names of Malissa J., James, Alexander, 
and Parola Simonds. 

That Messrs. Robertson, Ward and Kinney, were appointed 
a committee on the part of the Senate, to act in conjunction 
with a like committee of the House, to wait upon the Governor 
elect, P. Hansbrough Bell, and John A. Greer, Lieutenant Go- 
vernor elect, of the State of Texas, and inform them of ther elec- 
tion, and know of them at what time it will suit their conve- 
nience, to be inaugurated. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the present Legisla- 
ture will adjourn sine die on Saturday the 12th of January next; 
laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Bogart offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, By this House that the committee on the Judiciary, 
be, and they are hereby respectfully requested to report to this 
House a bill forthe relief of the citizens of Peters’ colony on to- 
morrow morning, the 3{st inst; adopted. 

On motion of Mr, Whittlesey, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The resolution from the Senate requesting the House to trans- 
mit the original correspondence of S. M. Baird on our Santa Fe 
territory; was adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Lott, the same was 
accordingly transmitted. 
~ he resolution appointing a committee to wait upon the Gover- 
nor elect, and know at what time it would suit his convenience 
to be inaugurated, was on motion of Mr. Sterne, taken up and 
the amendment by the Senate concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled an act providing payment for the forage 
and subsistence of the company of mounted volunteers, mustered 
into the service of this State, the 10th of June, 1849, by Col, H. 
L. Kinney; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Jonathan Bird; read 
first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the payment of Jugors, 
was on motion of Mr. Taylor, read by its caption-and referred to 
the committee on the Jndiciary. m DE 
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. A bill to be entitled an act’ concerning passengers coming to 
the-State of 'l'exas; read second time, and, motion of Mr, 
Gillet, referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

- A bill to be entitled an aet to define the time-of-holding the 
District Courts in the Eleventh Judicial District; read 2nd time 
and on motion of Mr. Bee, laid on the table for the present. 

A bill authorizing and requiring the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue a headright certificate to A. S. Cunning- 
ham ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Lewis, passed to 
a third reading. s. 19 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the 11th Judicial District 
of the State of Texas; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Lewis, laid on the table fer the present. 

Mr. Lewis moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken on 
the bill above mentioned ; cartied, and on further motion, the 
same was referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the citizens of Jas- 
per county, was on.motion of Mr. Whittlesey, read by its caption 
and referred to the committee on State Affairs, ° 

A bill to be entitled aù act to amend the second section of an 
act entitled an act to prohibit the Boards of Land Commissioners 
in each county in this State from issuing certificates to any claim- 
ant whatever, unless the applicant or claimant shall previously 
thereto have received a conditional certificate from some eompe- 
tent board, approved March 1st, 1848 ; read second time, and on 
motion of Mr. Burrey, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the sixth and thirty-fourth 
sections of an act to regulate proceedings in the District Courts, 
approved May 13th, 1848; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to regulate the 
public printing, approved March Eth, 1848; read third time, and 
Mr. Fields moved to lay it on the table; lost. 

. Question on its passage was put and carried. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to sell certain lots 
in the city of Austin ; read third time and passed. 

À bill to be entitled an act to establish permanently the seat of 
justice of Leon county ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation to defray 
the expenses incurred in publishing the proposed amendments to 
thé. Constitution ; read third time and passed. ; 

Joint resolution relative to extending the jurisdiction of the 
Stateiof:Texasover the; south half of a ceptaim portion of Red 
Rivergueddathind:simeand passed. . cows de Me Binge MAC a 

A bul to be entitled an act to amend an act regulatingydbe 
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office, approved March 20th, 1848; read thitd time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the reliefof the heirs and assignees of Ben- 
jamin D. Nobles, deceased ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Texana Academy; 
read third time and passed by a constitutional majority. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of General Memucan 
Hunt; read third time, and, on motion of Mr. Whittlesey, re-com- 
miited to the committee on Public Debt. — . - 

Mr. Fields in the Chair. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Mr. Williams 
was added to the committee on Public Debt. 

Joint resolution granting to the United States the right of way 
through the State of Texas for the construction of a Railroad ;- 
read second time. 

Mr. Stapp moved to fill the blaitk with six ‘miles. 

Mr. McKinney offered an amendment to the sixth seetion. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, bill laid on the table for one day. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the incorporation of the town of 
Tyler in the county of Smith, was on motion of Mr. Lott, read 
by its caption and referred to the committee on State Affairs, 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Ath seetion of an aet 
approved the 13th of March, 1848, entitled an act to amend sec- 
tions ten, eleven, thirteen and twenty-two, of an act to organize 
the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, approved 12th May, 
1846; read second time, and, on motion of Mr, Franklin, ordered 
to be engrossed. " 

Mr. Lewis by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the House will elect a Distriet Attorney for 
the 11th Judicial District on the 18th inst, and that the Senate 
be invited to concur in the same ; read and adopted, 

Mr. Johnson by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
incorporate the Mount Vernon, male and female Academy ; read 
first time. - 

Mr. Runnels offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Finance, be instructed to re- 
port to this House such an amendment to the tax law, as will 
compel persons holding an individual interest in Jands, to pay only 
the taxes upon their separate interest in the same ; adopted. 

Mr. Wren offered the following resolntion : 

Resolved, That the door-keeper of this House be authorized to 
appoint some. suitable person to envelope:all-the newspapers and 
other public doquments of this House ; provided: however hat. he 
can obtain such services for the sum, df enedellarand -fiftyeents -~ 
perdbyy: o. MY iu CUN d i 
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Mr. Scott moved to lay thexesolutiomon, the. fable nti the Sth 
day of February next,.ypon which, the yeas.and:hoes. were galled 
and regalted as follows; . — ! AE 

Yeas—Messrs.. Bryan, Burney, Cunt ee Clough, Dickson, 
Hardeman of Nacogdoch.s, Jowers, Lloyd, McKinney, Polk, 
Reynolds, Scott, Selman, Smith of Red River, Stapp, Sterne, Tar- 
ver and ‘Taylor—18. i 

Noes—Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Clements, Cochran, Fields, Frank- 
lin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Johnson, Lewis, Lott, 
McNairy, Pace, Runnels, Smith of Shelby, Stewart, Tarrant, 
Whitilesey, Williams and Wren.—21. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. Runnels offered to amend by striking out 50 cents, carried. 

Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, moved to indefinitely postpene 
the resolution, the yeas and noes were called for and resulted as 
follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Clough, Dickson, 
Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Holland, Jowers, Lloyd, Polk, Rey- 
nolds, Scott, Selman, Smith of Red River, Stapp, Sterne, Tarver 
and Taylor—18. 

Noes—Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Clements, Cochran, Fields, Frank- 
lin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Johnson, Lewis, Lott, McKin- 
ney, McNairy, Pace, Runnels, Smith of Shelby, Stewart, Tarrant, 
Whittlesey, Williams and Wren—21. 

The House refused to indefinitely postpone the resolution. 

' Mr. Charlton offered to amend as follows: “and that he also 
be employed to back them to our constituents.” 

l t Lott moved the previous question, which was put and car- 
ried. S 

Question ; shall the main question, which was the adoption of 
the resolution be now put? the yeas and noes being called for 
resulted as follows: 


So the House adopfted:the resolution, : ue 
s eae t he, Senate. informing the House 
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A bill for the relief of C. C. Taylor; 

A bill to repeal the 2nd section of an act prescribing the pun- 
ishment for cutting down earrying away or destroying trees or 
timber upon any land without the consent of the owner, with re- 
port from Judiciary committee recommending the indefinite post- 
ponement of said bill. 

Question on the adoption of the report, upon which the yaes 
and noes were called, and resulted as follows: 

Yaes— Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Clough, Dickson, Frank- 
lin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, 
Holland, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, McKinney, McNairy, Pace, Polk, 
Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Smith of Red River, Stapp, Stewart, 
Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, Whittlesey and Williams—27. 

Noes— Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Cochran, Fields, Lott, Selman, 
and Smith of Shelby—7. 7 

So the report was adopted. 

Mr. Clements introduced a joint resolution requesting our Re- 
presentatives in Congress to use their efforts to obtain an appro- 
priation for the improvement of navigation on our Soth-western 
coast; read first time. . 

Mr. Sterne moved that the House take a-recess until 3 o'clock; 
lost. 

The bill to be entitled an act to fix the whole number of Sena- 
tors and apportion them among the several distriets herein esta- 


blished according to the number of qualified electors, etc., was, 


called up; Mr. Polk moved that the same be read by its caption 
and referred to a special committee. ~ 

Mr. Scott moved to postpone the bill until the 5th day of 
February, 1850; a call of the House was made, carried; the roll 
called, and the Sergeant-at-arms dispatched for absent members. 

Mr. Whittlesey moved a suspension of the call, Iost. 

Mr. Bee moved a suspension of the call; lost. - 

Mr. Tarver moved that the further call be suspended; carried. 

Mr. Dickson moved to refer the same to the committee on Ap- 
portionment. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the bill was laid on the table for the 


resent. 
A bill to provide for ceding to the United States jurisdiction of 


certain lands in this State for publie purposes, with amendment 


reported from committee ; amendment adopted, and, on motion of 
Mr. Taylor, the bill passed to a 3rd reading. 

A bill to amend the 55th section of the aet to organize justice’s 
courts, and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same, ap- 
proved March 20th, 1848 ; with report from committee. ' 


- 
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On motion of Mr. Jowers, the bill passed to a third reading. 

An act to amend an act, to organize the District Courts and to 
define their powers and jurisdiction, approved May 11th, 1848; 
on motion of Mr. Franklin, was ordered to be engróssed. 

Joint resolutiou for the relief of the heirs of Peter Cruden ; 
read second time; on motion of Mr. Burney, was ordered to be 
engrossed. i i 

Mr. Lott, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted by the House requiring 
all business on the Speaker's table to be disposed of before an 
adjournment, be and the same is hereby rescinded. ` 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Robert Ear! de- 
ceased ; read second time. ] 

Mr. Jowers moved the reading of the memorial and report. - 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the reading was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, was re-referred to the committee 
on Private Land Claims. E 

A report from the Judiciary committee, relative to a resolution 
requesting said committee to inquire into the expediency of abo- 
lishing all usury laws ; report adopted. 

A bill authorizing and requiring the Governor to subscribe in 
behalf of the State for 1500 copies of a digest of the laws of 
Texas proposed to be published by O. C. Hartley Esq.; read and 
passed to a third reading. 

An act to compel all lands to be surveyed within three months 
after application shall be filed for the same, with a report and 
substitute from committee. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the bill and substitute were laid on 
the table one day for consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Polk, Messrs. Jowers and Runnells were 
added to the committee on State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Lloyd, the House adjourned until to-morrow 
morning half past nine o'clock. 


Austin, December 13, 1849. 
House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called— quorum 
present. 
Journals of. preceding day read and adopted. 
Mr. Tarver presented a petition from Elizabeth Faller and 


others, by their attorneys, &c., praying for relief. 
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On motion of Mr, Tarver, was referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 


Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following reports: 


CoMMITTEE Room, December 13th, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 5 i 
Speaker of the Houseof Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a reso- 
lution for the relief of theinfant daughter of Susan and Almiran 
Dickinson, have considered the same, and are of opinion that if 
any child is justly entitled to the paternal care of this Stateyeit is 
the daughter of Almiran Dickinson, who fell with the Alamo, a 
sacrifice in our cause, leaving this daughter, his only descendant; 
rendered destitute by the ravages of our war, and thus thrown 
upon the cold charity of this world, without the means of sup- 
port or education. "To relieve her wants, and insure her an edu- 
cation worthy of her parent, the committee have instructed me to 
report a substitute for the resolution referred, and recommend 
its passage: 

A bill for the relief of the infant daughter of Almiran and 
Susana Dickinson. 

Report, bill and substitute received, to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 


To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an act 
creating the counties of Presidio, El Paso, and Worth, have had 
the same under consideration, and instruct me to report, that 
there is no constitutional objection to the act. In the opinion of 
your committee, the caption indicates the object of the act, and 
the act itself conforms to the caption.. here are many prece- 
dents in our statutes in this matter, and the acts have never been 
questioned as violating the constitution. The proviso in the 7th 
section of the act your committee believe should be striken out. 
The proviso would seem to imply that a restriction was imposed 
in originating these counties, which did not apply to other coun- 
‘ ties, which your committee think, under the circumstances, 
should be avoided. | ; 
Your committee would also strike out the 8th section of the 
E act, as the seyeral: districts will Have to be ‘artailgéd during-the 
E prescrit Session, and th&re aré séVétal bills or resoltitioiis “Before 
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and creating new ones. The counties created by this act, can 
then be added to the most appropriate districts. “They report the 
bill back to the House, and recommend its passage, with the fol- 
lowing amendments: strike out the proviso in the-7th section— 
. strike out the 8th section; strike out section 9, and insert section 
Sth. 
Report, bill and amendments received to come up among the 


orders of the day. > 


To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, © ; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an act 

to prohibit the execution of a mortgage or lien upon the home- 

stead of a family, as defined in the constitution, by the husband 
without the consent of the wife, have had the same under consi- 
deration, and instruct me to report, that in the opinionsof your 
committee, the bill submitted proposes no change in the existing 
law, that if the act is intended for the protection of the wife, it is 
unnecessary, as the constitution guards her rights in every par- 
ticular as effectually as they would be guarded by the bill refer- 
red to your committee. ‘They report the act referred, and recom- 
mend that it be laid on the table. 

Report received, to come up among the orders ef the day. 


To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives? 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
resolution, that the committee on the Judiciary be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of amending and revising the estray 
law, approved March 20th, 1848, and that they report by bill or 
otherwise, have had the same under consideration, aad instruct 
me to report the accompanying bill, entitled an aet regulating 
estrays, and recommend its passage : 

An act regulating estrays ; read first time. 

Report and bill received, te come up among the orders of the 


day. ; 


To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, po 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
resolution requiring them to inquire into the expedieney of en- 
acting a law prescribing some period of time by which ‘the actu- 
alkpedéeable possession-bf property. in slaves-shalf vest ap abso- 
lute right in their possessor, have had the same under'¢onsidera- 
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tion, and instruct me to report, that by, the first seetion of the act 
of limitations, approved Sth February, 1841, two years’ peaceable 
possession of slaves, or any other species of personal property, 
is a bar to any aetion which may be brought for the recovery of 
the same. ‘They do not think any further legislative action on 
the subject necessary, as the law as it exists affords sufficient pro- 
tection to the party in possession. They ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the resolution. 

Report reeeived, to come up among'the orders of the day. 

'Po the Hon. C. QG. KEENAN, ` , 
s Speaker of ihe House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to repeal the 3rd section of an act, entitled 
an act to regulate the license and practice of attorneys and coun- 
sellors at law, approved 12th May, 1846, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and instruct me to report, that they do not deem 
it expedient to repeal the section proposed, as repealing the sec- 
tion would not particularly benefit the State at large, and would . 
certainly add nothing to the character of the profession for liber- 
ality. They report the bill back to the House, and recommend 
that it be laid on the table. 

Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, further time was granted to the 
committee on the Judiciary to report to the House a bill for the 
relief of the citizens pf Peters’ colony— the resolution of yester- ' 
day requiring the committee to report a bill this morning. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report : 

CowMrTTEE Room, Dec. 13, 1849. 
'T'o the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled an act to restore lands sold for taxes and purchased by ` 
the State, to the former owners, a majority of the committee be- 
lieving it advisable that all lands so purchased by the State should 
be restored, on the conditions set forth in the bill, have instructed 
me to prepare the accompanying substitute, varying slightly from 
the original, and recommend it favorably to the House : 

A bill to be entitled an act to restore lands: sold. for taxes and 
purchased by the State to the former owners. 

Report, bill and substitute received, to come up among the.or- 
ders of the day. - - m 

Mr. Clough, chairman of the committee on State Affaizs-made 
the following report: foyer 
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CommirtTEer Roos, Dec. 13, 1849. 
£o the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Affairs of State, have examised-an act for 
the relief of the citizens of Jasper countv, which was referred to 
them for consideration. From the evidence before them, the 
committee are satisfied that there is no impropriety in granting 
the relief asked for; and, believing the bill to be in aecordance 
with the constitution, and not incompatible with any existing 
law, instruct me to report it back to the House, and respectfully 
recommend that it be passed : 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 
Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report: 

CoMmMITTEE Room, Dec. 13, 1849. 
To the Hon. €. G. Kernan, » 
| "Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act to yevise and amend an act to locate permanently 
the seat of justice for the county of De Witt, approved March 
9th, 1848, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report ‘accepted. 

Mr. McKinney introduced a bill to be entitled an act to authorize 
James Knight to adopt Lucinda E. Nibbs, daughter of Mary 


Beckam, deceased, late of the county of Fort Bend; „read first | 


time. 
Mr. Taylor introduced a bill to be entitled an act to prohibit 
_vice and immorality on the Sabbath day; read first time. 

Mr. Holland offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Speaker appoint a committee of five, to 
make suitable arrangements for the reception and inauguration 
of the Governor and Lient. Governor elect ; and that the Hon. 
Senate be requested to appoint a like committee to act in conjune- 
tion with them ; read and adopted. 

The Speaker 'appointed Messrs. Holland, Bee, Dickson, Sterne 
and Crump of Bexar said committee. 

Mr, Runnels introduced a bill to be entitled an act concerning 
wills ; read first time. 

Mi. Wren introduced a bill to be entitled an act to authorize 
the Commissioner of the. General Land Office to issue patents in 
certain cases; read first time, - 
uA motion. of Me: Whittlesey, the orders of the day were ta- 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Jonathan Bird; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, referred to the com- 
mittee on Claims and Accounts. 

_ A bill to be entitled an act providing payment for forage and 
subsistence of the company of mounted volunteers mustered into 
service of this State the 10th of June, 1849, by Col. H. L. Kin- 
ney ; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Bee, referred to the 
committee on Military Affairs. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Wm. Mockford ; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to amend the 55th section of the act to organize justices’ 
courts and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same, ap- 
proved March 20th, 1848 ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing and requiring the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to issue a headright certifi- 
cate to A. S. Cunningham ; read third time and passed. 

The resolution offered on a previous day, to adjourn sine die 
on the 12th of January, A. D., 1850, was, on motion of Mr. Lott, 
laid on the table until the 26th instant. ' : 

_ On motion of Mr. Tarver, the joint resolution granting to the 


United States the right of way for a national rail-road, was.taken 
up and read. 


Mr. Tarver offered to amend as follows: 

Insert in the caption, after “ joint resolution,” “authorising the 
government of the United States to construct a national rail-road 
through the limits of the State of Texas”; adopted; also, the 
following : 

Insert after “ road,” in the 3d section, “and the said alternate 
sections which may, under the provisions of this act, be allotted 
to the State of Texas, and all the proceeds arising from the sale 
thereof, shall be, and the same are hereby, set apart, reserved and 
appropriated exclusively for the payment of the publie: debt of 
the late Republic of 'l'exas—and all locations made upon the 
lands herein reserved, (after the route of said road has been desig- 
nated,) by virtue of any headright certificate, bounty warrant or 
land script, shall be, and are hereby declared, null and void” ; 
read and adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Franklin, laid on the 
table for the present. | 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills originating in the Senate : 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize any two County-:Gom- 
missiomers to perform the duties of Chief Justice of the coünty 
court, &o. :' 
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Also, a bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue a patent to Robert W. Latimer, for. 
six hundred and forty acres of Land ; 

Also, a bill to authorize the Commissioner of the €enral Land 
Office to issue a certificate, first class, for one league and labor of 
land, to James Taylor ; 

Also, joint resolution instrnetipg our Senators i in the Congress 
of the United States, and requesting our Representatives, to pro- 
cure the establishment of certain mail routes, &e. ; 

Also, a Bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue a patent to William Spipp of Sa- 


bine county, for one league of land ; 


Also, that the Senate had concurred in the resolution requir- . 


ing the appointment of a joint committee for the purpose of ta- 
king under consideration the expediency of reporting a bill pro- 
viding for the issuance of land certificates, &c. 

Joint resolution requiriug our Representatives in Congress to 
use their efforts to obtain an appropriation for the improvement 
of navigation on our south-western coast ; read second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Clements, ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing and requiring the Gov- 
ernor to subscribe for fifteen hundred » copies on behalf of the 
State, of a digést of the laws of Texas, proposed to be publish- 
ed by O. C. Hartley, Esq. ; read third time, 

Mr. Stapp called for the reading of the accompanying docu- 
ments, which were read. 

After debating the question some time, Mr. Dickson called for 
the previous question ; lost. 

Mr. Franklin moved that-the bill be re-referred to a Special 
committee ; lost, 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the rule was suspended, that the bill 
mizht be amended. 

Mr. Fields moved to amend, by striking out “ Esq. ? ; lost. 

Mr. Franklin offered to amend as follows : 

In the 8th line of the 2d section, aíter the word * style, ? insert 
* according to the plan proposed, which is hereby ordered to be 
filed in the office of the Secretary of State" ; adopted, Also, add 
proviso to the 1st section : * provided that the copies subscribed 

or shall be delivered in the office of the Secretary of State with- 
in twelve months from and after the adjournment of the present 
session of the Legislature" ; adoyited. 

Aiesta récurting On the final passage oi the bill ,upon which 
ttliesiy dites Hity Ere eR T leet tind résuled as fóllews: o> 


YEAS: Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Chariton, 
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Clements, Clough, Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Fields, 
Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of 'T'ra- 
vis, Holland, Johnson, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott; McNairy, Pace, Run- 


nels, Selman, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, 

l Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson, Win- 
field and Wren—37. 

A Nays: Messrs. Jowers, McKinney, Millican, Reynolds, Rus- 


sel, Scott and 'T'arver—7. 

So the bill passed. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that they had amended the amendments of the committee of con- 
ference on the bill to authorize and empower all district and 
county officers to continue to perform duties, &c. ; 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the bill to apportion the Senators 
and Representatives of the Legislature among the several coun- 
ties of this State, according the requirements of the constitution, 
was taken up and read. 

" Mr. Bogart moved a call of the House—carried and rol called. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Mr. Polk was 
excused from attendance through indisposition. 

A full House being in attendance, on motion of Mr. Tarrant, 
the further eall was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, a committee was appointed to wait on 
Mr. Polk and receive his vote. 

Mr. Lott offered a substitute for the aforesaid bill. 

Mr. Scott moved to lay the bill and substitute on the table for 
the present, 

Mr. Fields moved a division of the question—carried. 

Question : Shall the substitute offered for the bill reported by 
the Special committee, be laid upon the table? The yeas and 
nayes being called for, resulted as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of N., 
Hardeman of 'T, Holland, Lewis, Miliean, Pace, Reynolds, Russel, 
AA np Sterne, Stewart, Tarver, Williams, Wilson and Win- 

eld —26. 


A Nays; Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Franklin, Johnson, 
| Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, McNairy, Runnels, Selman, 
HID Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Tarrant Taylor, Whittle- 

d : sey and Wren—18. 

"Hi So the substitute was laid on the table. © 

- Question recurring on laying the original bill upon the table, 
3l m put, upon which the yeas and mays were called.and-stood ' 
t us; - 
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Yeas: Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Johnson, Jowers, ’ 


Lott, McKinney, McNairy, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Smith of 
Shelby, ‘Tarrant, Whittlesey, Winfield and Wren—16. 

Nays: “Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Coch- 
ran Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Harde- 
man of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Lewis, 
Lloyd, Millican, Pace, Russel, Selman, Smith of Red River, 
‘Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarver, Taylor, Williams and Wilsoa— 


The Hee refused to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. Lewis offered the following amendment : 

Strike out “ Gillespie ? in the 22d district, and insert “Comal,” 
and strike out “Comal,” and insert “Gillespie” in — line in the 
21st district ; adopted. 

Mr. Lott offered to amend as follows: ' 

* Smith and Rusk one representative? : adopted. 

Mr. Runnels offered to amend thus: In 14th district, strike 
out * Cass and,” upon which the yeas and nays were called and 
stood thus: - 

Yras: Messrs. Speaker, Charlton, Clements, Clough, Frank- 
lin, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Johnson, Lott, McKinney, Mc- 
Nairy, Pace, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Smith of Red River, 
Tarrant, Williams and Wren—19. 


Navs: Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Cochran, Crump 


of Bexar, Dickson, Fjelds, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Jowers, Lioyd, Millica , Russel, Selman, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, 
Sterne, Stewart, Tarver, Taylor, Whittlesey, Wilson and Win- 
field —24 

Amendment rejected. 

Mr. Fields offered to amend as follows : 

In the section Ath, strike out the words “chief justice of Lib- 
erty for the third,” and insert ‘chief justice of Polk for the 3d”; 
. adopted. l l ) 

Mr. Runnels offered to amend thus: 

Strike out “ Cass and Bowie” in 14th district, and insert “Bow- 
ie oue to be elected by the voters of Cass and Bowié,” upon 
which the yéas and nays were called and resulted as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Charlton, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
ohti son, McKinney, Runnels, Scott, Smith of Red River, Tar- 
rant; Williams and Wren—11. . ^ 

, Nays: Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, -Cloagh, 
A RD: ; 


C§ophkant Giimdptof Bexar Elelds, Franklin, Gillet, Hardema 
af SMS ; Jowets, Lloyd, Lott, Millican, Pace, Reg- 
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nolds, Russel, Selman, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, ixl PENES 
Tarver, T aylor, Wilson and Winfield —30. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Winfield offered the following : 

In the 51st district, amend so as to give to the county d Cam- 
eron two representatives, and to Starr and Cameron one ; adop- 
ted. 

Mr. Lloyd moved to reconsider the vote adopting the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Lott ; carried. 

Mr. Bogart moved the previous question, which was put and 
carried. . 

The main question, which was the engrossment of the bill, 
was put, and the yeas and nays being called for, resulted as fol- 
lows—[Messrs. Lott and Whittlesey were appointed a committee 
on a motion previously made, to wait upon Mr. Polk and receive 
his vote.]: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Crump ot Bexar, Dickson, "Fields, Gillet, Hardeman ot Na-- 
cogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Hol lland, Lewis, Millican, Rey- 
nolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, 
Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson 
and Winfield—30. 

Nays: Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Franklin, Jowers, 
Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, MeNairy, Pace, Polk, Runnels, 
Smith of Red River and Wren—-15. 

The resolution offered on a previous day, to rescind the rule 
requiring the business on the Speaker's table to be acted on be- 
fore adjournment, was called up by Mr. Winfield. 

Mr. Stapp moved to lay the same on the table : lost. 

Question recurring on its adoption was put and lost. 

Mr. Runnels moved a reconsideration of the vote on the reso- 
Intion adopted on yesterday, making provision for the Door-kee- 
perto employ a porter for extra services. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the motion of Mr, Runnels was laid 


- en the table. 


The resolution that was made the special order for to-day, the 
13th istant, requiring the special committee on Apportionment to 
take under consideration the expediency of reporting a bill so as 
to augment the number of Representatives to fifty, and the num- 
ber of Senators to twenty-two, &c., was called up, and a motion 
was made to lay the same on the table, upon which the yeas and 
rays were called and resulted as follows : 

Yeas ; Messrs: Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clement: Coch- T 
ran, Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Barean Na- 
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gogdoches, Hardemau of 'Prayis, Holland; Millican, Pace, Rey- 
nolds, Russel, Scott, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, 
Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams and Wilson —28. 

Nays: Messrs.Burney. Charlton, Clough, Franklin, Johuson, 
Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, McNairy, Runnels, Smith of R. 
River and Wren—13.. 

So the resolution was laid on the table accordingly. 

A bill to be entitled an act to compel all lands to be surveyed 
within three months after application shall be filed for the same, 
with substitute reported by the committee on Public Lands ; sub- 
stitute adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Franklin, laid on the ta- 
ble until to-morrow. - : 

A bill to provide for ceding to the United States jurisdiction of 
certain lands in this State for publie purposes, was taken up, and, 
on motion of Mr. Fields, laid on the table until to-morrow. 

On Mr. Runnels! motion, the House adjourned. 


Austr, December, 14th, 1849, 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum pre- 
sent; absentees, Messrs. Bee, Clough, Lewis, McKinney, Tarver 
and Wilson. 

Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 


following report : 


Commirrer Room; Dec. 14th, 1849, 
To the Hon. C, G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a petition of 
the county court of Fayette county, asking the privilege of levy- 
ing a special tax for two years on the citizens of said county, for 
the purpose of building a jail, have had the subject under consid- 
eration, and a majority of the committee have instructed me to 
report.a bill providing for levying the proposed tax, whenever a 
majority,of the people of the county, by.a direct vote in faver of 
it; show their willingness to pay the same; this the committee 
believe to.be the,praper eourse.to be , pixsued in regard £e a spe- 
cialda xy andis also in aecerdance with.the. wishes of thed&gpre- 

semtatives fromgiiat downty.: : — . . Ducale A 
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An act to permit the county of Fayette to levy and collect a 
special tax ; read first time. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. — i 

Mr. Smith of Shelby, chairman of the committee on Military 
Affairs, made the following report : 


Commirrer Room, December 14, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred a 
joint resolution for the relief of William ‘A. Wallace, and other 
members of Capt. John C. Hays spy company in the year 1842, 
who have not drawn their pay, have had the same under consid- 
eration, and a majority of said committee, have instructed me to 
report, that they believe the services of said spy company were 
invaluable at the time they were rendered, to our weak and ex- 
posed frontier, in protecting it from Indian depredation and masacre, 
and that though said services were rendered when we were weak 
and poor as a Republic, yet they are none the less meritorious; 
they have therefore instructed me to report said joint resolution 
back to the House without amendment and recommend its 
passage, all of which is respectfully submitted. 
_ Report and resolution received, to come up among the orders 

of the day. 

Report of the majority of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, relative to the pro rata pay of Thomas P. Anderson, de- 
ceased, Surgeon of the Navy of the late Republic of Texas: 


Commirrer Room, December 14, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
n. Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, have had under con- 
sideration the claim of Dr. Thomas P. Anderson, deceased, for 
the pro rata pay due him, and find that the amount due him 
amounts to one thousand and forty-seven dollars and sixty-four 
cents, and that the pro rata amount of this sum amounts to eight 
hundred and forty-eight dollars and four'cents, they have also 
examined into the reason why the same was not paid at the time 
of the general payment under the appropriation of February 
15th, 1844, and find that the claim of Dr. Thomas P. Anderson 
was refused by reason of his name appearing on the Purser’s. list 
asabsent without leave 23d July, 1843; they: also find that Sabse- .. 
quently tothat date, to wit: on the 2nd of May, 4844jthat 
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Sessie: Bryan and Brashear; comiissidtiers of the Nawy\exone- 

rated iit from such charges in a letterof thatdate. A majo 

joie bathititttwe tHérefore Yeport these facts Tor the ioi of the 

House; and decline to make any recomrendatiors f tih 

is respectfully submitted for'the consideration wf the Horse. 7 
Sighed, E. M. MILLICAN, Chairman. " 
Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 
Mr. MiHiean, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ač- 


. 


counts, made the following report : 


CowwiTTEE Room, December 14, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: _ 
The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was refer- . 
red the petition of Archibald Gibson, have had-the same under 
consideration, and after mature deliberation thereon, your conmmit- 
tee do not believe the petitioner is entitled to the relief asked for 
in his petition. A majority of the committee have instructed me 
to report the petition back to the House and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same; all of which isre- 
spectfully submitted for .the consideration of the Honse. 
Report received to tome up among the orders of theday. . - 
Report from the minority of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, relative to the pro rata pay of Dr. Thomas P. Anderson: 


jx Commrrres Room, Dec. 14, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, she 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : ict 
The undersigned members of the committee to whom was re- 
ferred a bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. Thomas P. Anderson, E 
M 
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feel bound to go farther than a mere statement of facts adopted 
by a, majority of the committee, but also, to teeómmend the claim 
as one possessing Strong and peculiat merit.” The undersigned oa 
firid tat waderthe provisions of an act, approved 15th Febitiary, 2 
1844; Dr. Thomas P. Anderson was entitled-to xeceivé ‘fiom tle 
treasutyy the sunt of $848.04 cetits; that thespayment thereof , 
wás istiy: withheld’ from him ander anterrokeond impression i 


vindi reise ljas «dope TUIS Io Fiere n 
HORJAK wehikdinhe dioec: pever ; suivi | el T 
which-had been thus appropriated and &itisltgidrwoild? od sheer 3 
"Phat gach officer whose pay of pro rata was thus retained a 
with utthe measu re of vindication which has been showmnin A 


R 


274 


favor of Dr. Anderson, has in all easesewhere applieation has been 
made to the Legislature been deemed worthy to receive the 
amount and have been paid. To deny to the widow and child 
tbat which has been granted, to. men who, are able to appear in 
person and ask and receive justice, at the hands of:the. Legisla- 
ture, would be an act subjecting the Legislature, in the opinion of 
the undersigned, to just censure. 

The undersigned therefore take great pleasure.in recommend- 
ing that the amount be paid, and. therefore recommend the bil] be 

- passed with the E amendment. 
Respectfully, 
Signed, JOHNSON WREN,. 
uo . E M. MILLICAN, 
A. SENA 
, THOS. F. McKINNEY: 


Amendment.— Strike out “$1,047 64 cents,” and insert “eight 
hundred and- forty-eight- dollars and four cenis,” and add “pro- 
vided that the provisions of this aet shall not have force and ef- 
fect, if the claim herein referred-to belongs to a third party, or 
‘other than the widow and'child of Dr. "Phomas. P. Anderson.” 
And further, provided that the Comptroller shall, before paying 
the amount, require the heirs or representatives of ‘said Anderson 
to surrender any certificates or other evidence of debt which may 
have been issued as evidence of the-debt herein referred to. 

Report and amendment received, to come up among the orders 


: of the day. 
. d Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee-en- Internal Improve- 
EX ments, made the following reportz- — 
m | i COMMITTEE Room, Dee, 14, 1849. 
43 To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives E 


The committee on Internal Improvements, to whona was refer- 
red a bil] entitled an act to incorporate the Casscounty Manufac- 
turing Company, have had the same under consideration and a 
js majority of said committee have instructed me te report the bill 
back to the House without amendment, and recommend ifs: pas- 
"uw sage; all.of which-is respectfully’ submitted, 

Ex Report received to come up among:the orders.of thes 
i . Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of AE Engrossed Bills, - 
TEM the following: Heport t pi - hein 
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H Committee Room, December 14, £849. 


Ts the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of; Proite: 


The committee on Engrossed. Bills, have examined a bill to be . 


entitled an act to amend am act to, organize the District Courts 
and to define their powers and jurisdiction, approved May 11th, 
1846. Also,a joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Peter 

Cruden, deceased, and. find the same correctly. engrossed. - 

Report. accepted. 

Mr. Bee, by leave, presented the petitions of Walter Lambert, 
X W. McFarland and other citizens of Refugio county, praying 
for compensation for losses incurred during the war with Mexico; 
on motion of Mr. Bee, referred to the committee on Claims and 
Accounts. 

Mr. Fields introduced a bill to beentitled an act supplementary 
to an aet entitled an act, to exempt buildings and. grounds de- 
signed and used for purposes of education or public worship from 
taxation ; read first time. 

Mr. Millican introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief of William C. Sparkes, assignee of Samuel W. Wildes ; read 
first time. 

Mr. Lewis introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the relief 
of the heirs of George W. Maine; read first time. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of, the committee, on Enrolled, Bills, 
made the following report: 


CowurrTEE Room, December: 14; 1849. 
‘To the Hon. C- G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the follow- 
ing acts: An act to change the Tames of Melissa J., James, Alex- 
ander and.Parela Simonds; ;. an aet to incorporate the Browns- 
ville Lyceum, and an act for the relief of C. C. Taylor, and find 
the same_correctly enrolled; and having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and Presidefit of the 
Senate, were this day presented to his EM the Govemor 
for his ‘approval. 
risk males oh : jd : 
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United States, and requesting our representatives to procure the 
establishment of certain mail routes, ‘ete.; read first time. 

. A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue a headright certificate, first class, 
for one league and labor of land to James Taylor ; read first 
time. 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue a patent to Robert W. Latimer, for six’ 
hundred and forty aeres of land ; read first time, 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize any two county com- 
missioners to perform the duties of Chief Justice of the county 
court in certain cases ; read first time. E 

A bill to be entitled an act to revive and amend an act to locate 

` permanently the seat of justice for the county of De Witt, ap- 
proved March 9, 1848; read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the citizens of Jasper county; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Charlton, passed to a third 
reading. : eu 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed the following bills originating.in the . 
House, viz: 

A bill to authorize the several clerks of the county courts in 
the State of Texas, to take the separate acknowledgment of mar- 
ried women to deeds executed by them ; also, f 

A bill to make valid the aets of Thomas R. Hill, as clerk of 
the District Court in the county of Titus ; also,” 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Barton. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the infant daughter of Susanna 
and Almiran Dickinson, with substitüte offered by the Judiciary 
committee ; substitute adopted. 

Mr. Wilson moved its engrossment.' 

Mr. Runnels moved to re-commit the same to the Finance com- 
mittee; lost. 

The question recurring on Mr. Wilson's motion to engross, and 
the yeas and noes being called for thereon, stood thus : 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Clough, 
Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, 
Holland, Jolinson, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, McNairy, 
Millican, Reynólds, Russell, Scott, Selman; Shaw, Smith of Red 
River, Smith ef Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant; Tarver, 
Whittleséy, Williams, Witson, Winfield ‘and Wrens 36..." ' 

Noes Messrs. Bogart, Charlton; Dickson; Fields, Haidéman 
of Nacogdoches, Jowers, Pace, Polk, Runnels, andPay¥or—10- 

So the bill Was ordetéd td Be engrossed. pu Gee e Y 


A bill to be entitled.an. act creating the counties of .Presidjo, 
EL Paso a id Worth, with amendments offered by the committee 
on the Tadiciar ;,amendments adopted, and on motion the bill 
passed to a third reading. 2 — 

A communication in writing was received from his Excelleney 
the Governor, through his private Secretary, Mr, Hickey ; om 
motion of Mr. Lott, the same was taken up and read. 

On motion of Mr. Crump of Bexar, repost of the Comptroller 
was taken up and read. 

Mr. Runnels moved that twò hundred copies of the report of 
the Comptroller be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. Dickson offered to amend by inserting five hundred co- 
pies, accepted, and motion carried. 

Mr. Tarver offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That so much of the report of the, Comptroller as. 
relates to a change of the present tax laws, so as to allow the 
owners of lands and real estate to give in- and pay the taxes 
thereon in the county of their residence, be referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance, with instruction to report by bill or otherwise 
at as early aday as practicable ; read and adopted. 

‘On motion of Mr. Bee, the communication of his Excellency 
the Governor, and accompanying report were transmitted to the 
Senate. 

A billto be entitled an act to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to issue patents in certain cases ; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. ‘Taylor, referred to the Judi- 
ciary committee. ~ 

Mr. Taylor in the chair. 

Mr. Lott, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act sup- 
plementary to an act entitled an act, granting to settlers on vacant 
public domain pre-emption privileges ; read first time. 

A bill concerning wills; read second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Fields, referred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an aet to repeal the third section of an: act 
entitled án act to regulate the license and practice of attosneys and 
counsellors at law, approved 12th May, 1846, with repert from 
the Judiciary committee recommending the same to be laid on 
the table; report adopted, and bill laid on the table accordingly. 

The resolution. requiring the Judiciary égmpaittee to take Into 
consideration the propriety of reporting some, bill prescribing the 
time, by which. the actual peaceable possession of property in 
slaves sha!l vest an absolute right in their possessor, with report 
from Judiciary committee asking to be digeharged from the same; 
reportadopted, « ' e ee iir a, 
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A bill to be entitled an fact to revise and attend an act regula. 
ting estrays ; read second time ; Mr. Bee offered an amendment, 
and on motion of Mr. Wren, the bill and amendment was referred 
to a select committee. : 

The chair appointed Messrs. Wren, Bee, Fields, Runnels and 
Lewis, said committee. 
^ A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the execution of a mort- 
gage or lien upon the homestead of a family as defined by the 
constitution, by the husband without the consent of the wife, 
with report from Judiciary committee recommending the same to 
be laid on the table ; report adopted and bil] laid on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House that the Senate had appointed Messrs. 
Moffett, Davis and Ward, a committee on the resolution from the 
House to make suitable arrangements for the inauguration of the 
Governor and Lieutenant ‘Governor elect. 

A bill to be entitled an act to restore lands sold for taxes to the 
former owners, with substitute by committee on Finance ; snb- 
stitute adopted, and on motion of Mr. Jowers, bill ordered to be 
engrossed. "n 

A bill to authorize James Knight to adopt Lucinda E. Nibbs, 
daughter of- Mary Beckham deceased, late of the county of Fort 
Bend; read second time, and on motion of Mr. McKinney, or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

A bil to incorporate the Mount Vernon male and female Acad- 
emy ; read second time, and on motion of Mr. Johnson, referred 
to the committee on Education. . 

A bill to authorize and empower all district and county off- 


 cers to continue to perform duties until their successors nre eleet- 


ed, with an amendment from the Senate; amendment ceneurred in. 

Mr. Burney offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Comptroller of the State be, and he is here- 
by required to report to this House the names of the publie offi- 
eers of this State who are defaulters and the amount of each de- 
falcation, and whether swit has been instituted against such 
defaulters ; if so, how the suit is progressing; if not, the reasons 
why such suit has not been instituted, and all other information 
in his possession in regard to sueh defaleatien, at as early a day 
as practicable ; laid on the table one day for consideration. 

A bill to provide for ceding to the United States jurisdiction of 
certain lands in this State for publie purposes: read third time 
and passed. : 


Mr. Holland offered the following resolution ;, ` 


“a 


Resolved, 'That the committee on Education be required to - 


a 
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considér tHe'praétieability and expedienty of establishing a col- 
leve oruniversity ‘as cóntemplated by’ an act, approved: January 
1839, appropriating fifty leagues of land for the endowment of 
such institution of Jedrning’; ‘read’ and: adopted. js 

‘On motion of Mr: Crump of ‘Bexar, the House adjonrned. 


end 


Austin, December 15, 1849. 


] 

"House mèt pursuant fo adjourametnt—Troll ‘called —quorum 
"present. 

à ‘Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Sterne presetited a petition for the relief of B. F. Fry. 

'On motion of Mr. Sterne, was referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Stapp presented ‘a petition-for the relief of the heirs of 
William S. Tuton. . 

On mation of Mr. Stapp, wàs referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

Mr. Jowers presented a petition for the relief of Lieut. Col. 
E. J. Yon -Kirchain. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, was referred “to the committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. Fields presented a memorial for the relief of A. J. Yates, 
as administrator of the estate of J. Platt Lansing, Lieutenant of 
the navy of the late Republic of ‘Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, was referred to the committee on Mi- 
litary Affairs. 

Mr. Scott presented the following protest : 

Hotss of Representatives, Dec. 13, 1849. 
To the Hon. C, G. KEENAN, ‘ 
Speaker of the House'of Representatives: 

The undersigned beg leave to enter their solemn protest against 
tlie passage of the bill requiring the State to'subscribe to, or for, 
certain copies of the digest of O. C. Hartley; Esq. They believe 
it to be a^needless and useless expenditüte' of the public money, 
and the incipient step to a breach of the constitution, inasmueh 
as the Leyisfattive ts bound by‘the 16th section of the general 
' provisions, to have ‘the laws revised and digested within five 
‘years afte? thé adoption of the constitntion. " ‘The utdersighed 
‘believe this section ‘to be a binding onë on‘the Legislatitte, and 
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- Rot contemplating anything wapossible or impracticable, asis ar- 
gued, but on the contrary, we look on it as feasible and easy of 
accomplishment, 

The vote, thén, passing the bill, if the requisitions of the con- 
stitution are complied: with, will be the means-of expending some 
six thousand five hundred dollars in addition to the expense ne- 
cessarily accruing, if the revision and digesting of the laws re- 
quired. by the constitution takes place. 

The undersigned do not consider that this digest, or any other, 
however perfect, is such action as was contemplated by the fra- 
mers.of the constitution, for while a digest would of necessity 
occur in the event of a revision of the laws being ordered, yet 
the mere digesting of the laws is evidently no revision. a 

The undersigned are also of the opinion that the charge per 
volume is too 1nuch, and are satisfied that should the Legislature 
carry out what is obviously their sworn duty, viz: the revision 
and: digest of the laws, that, it can be done with a very little 
more additional cost to the State than is proposed to pay for the 
digest. 

For these reasons, the undersigned do most solemnly protest 
against the passage of the law in question. Signed, ` 

: J. W. SCOTT, 

WM. J. RUSSELL, 
. &. M. REYNOLDS, 
W. G. W. JOWERS. 

Mr. Charlton, chairman: of the eommittee on County Bounda- 
ries, made the. following report : - 

COMMITTEE Room, December 15th, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 3 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

'The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
the petition of numerous citizens of Milam county; praying the 
organigation.of a new county, to be created out of the territory 
of Milam county, have had the same under consideration, and as 
there.is no reason shown why said county should not be organi- 
zed, the committee instruct me to report the accompanying bill 
for the consideration. of the House, and respectfully recommend 
iis passage : 

A bill to,be entitled; an. act to create the county of Bell: read 
first time. 

5 Report and bill received to come up among“the orders of the 
aye 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman ofthe.committee on Engrossed Bills,” 
` made the following report : 
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,. Commirrer Reom, Dee. 15, 1849. 


- Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on En£rossed Bills have daamid a bill to Þe 
entitled an act to amend the 4th section of an aj t approved 13th 
March, 1848, entitled an act to amend sections 10, 11, 13 and 22 
of an act to organize the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, 
approved May 12th, 1846 ; also, a joint resolution instructing our 
Representatives in Congress to use their efforts to obtain an ap- 
propriation for the improvement of the navigation on our south- 
western coast ; also, a bill to be entitled an act to apportion the 
Senators and Representatives of the Legislature among the seve- 
ral counties of this State, according to the requirements of the 
constitution, and find the same correctly engrossed; report ac- 
cepted. ` ; 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, a reconsideration of the vote adop- 
ting the report of the committee on Claims and Accounts for, the 
relief of Archibald.Gibson, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the report was laid on the table. 

Mr. Lott presented a petition from sundry citizens of Vanzandt 
county, praying for the creation of a new county. _ 

On motion of Mr. Lott, was referred to the committee on Coun- 
ty Boundaries, 

Mr. Lott introduced a bill to be entitled an act to create the 
county of Wood ; read first time. — 

Mr. Hardeman of Travis, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act to extend and define the eastern boundary of Caldwell coun- 
ty ; read first time. i j j i 

Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution : T 

Resolved, That this Hòuse will not act on any petition for 
new counties, unless the same shall be accompanied by a certifi- 
cate from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, that the 
new county prayed for has the constitutional number Of square 
miles, and that the county, or counties, from which said new 
gounty is taken is, or are, left with a constitutional, number of 
square miles. 

Mr. Bryan offered the following amendment: add * and a cer- 
tificate from the Comptroller, tnat said new county has within its 
limits 100 voters." M 

On motio, of Mr. Burney, the amendment was rejected. 

Mr, Tarver offered the following subsfitute to the amendment : 
‘That the .certificate shall issue from the county cougt of the 
county from which the new county is proposed. to be mage”; re- 
Jected. ; 2 
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Mr. Bogart offered ‘the following amendment to the original 
resolution: * Where any county has been herétofore órganized 
with a less number of voters than 200, it ‘be“attachéd to the coun- 
ty from which it was taken”; rejected. — . l 

Question reeurring upon the adopion of ‘the resolution was 
taken and. rejected. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of a bill creating the 
county of Ellis; a bill creating thecounty of Tarrant, with amend- 
ments from the Senate; a bill authorizing and requiring the Gov- 
ernor to subscribe on behalf of the State for 1500 copies of a di- 
gest of the laws of Texas, proposed to be published by O. C. 
Hartley, Esq. 

Mr. Clough offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That tne committee on the Judiciary be, and they 
are hereby, instructed to inquire into the practicability of quiet- 
ing all, or any of the land titles in Texas by Legislative action ; 
and to report such bill or bills as-they may deem advisable for 
the consideration of this House at as early a day as practicable’; 
adopted. 

Mr. McKinney offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee on Internal Improvements be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill of a 
general character, pointing out a mode by which individuals or 
companies may associate themselves together as corporate bodies 
for the purpose of constructing rail-roads, canals, or other inter- 
nal improvements, and that. the Senate be reqnested to instruct 
their comrhittee to act with the committee of the House on this 
subject. 


On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, was referred to the committee 
on State Affairs. 


On mation of Mr. Taylor, the House proceeded to the orders of 
the day and,the business on the Speaker's table. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY, 


- 


A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the citizens of Jas- 
per county ; read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the ‘joint resolution adopting the 
amendments to the constitution, was taken up and placed among 
the orders of the day.’ i p 


Mr, Smith of Shelby made the following reports 


i D 
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a i 
- CowMirr TEE Room, Dee. -, 1849. s : 
T'o the Hon.*C; G. KEENAN, i 


- Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

T'hè committee en Military Affairs, to whom was-referred the , 
Senate’s bill, providing payment for the forage and subsistence of 4 
the mounted volunteers, mustered into the service of this State 
the 10th June, 1849, by Col. H. L. Kinney, have had the same 
under consideration, and a majority of said committee have in- 
structed me to report, that ‘they have had the quarter-master of j 
said company before them, and are satisfied from the evidence by | 
hii furnished, as well as by advertised contracts for the supply- 
ing of said company with forage and subsistence, as well as an | 
examination of the accounts, vouchers, &c., of said quaiter-mas- 
ter, that though the price of some of the articles, especially corn 
and beef, comprised in said accounts, vouchers, &c., seem higher 
than usual ; yet they are satisfied that those articles could net be 
obtained at the žime and place, at a less price than was given by 
said quarter-master,. J am therefore instructed to report said bill 


back to the House without amendment, and recommend its pas- , 
sage. All of which is respectfully submitted. i 
Report received to come up among the orders of the day. — 
A bill to be entitled an aet to authorize the Commissioner of ` E 
the General Land Office to issue a headright certificate to James : 
Taylor for one league and labor of land; read second time. 


Mr. Lewis offered to amend as follows: by adding to the cap- 
tion “and one-third of a league to the heirs of William Irvin 
Lewis ” ; also, in the fifth line-of the first section, after the word 
“Taylor,” insert “and for one-third of a league to the heirs of Wil- 
liam Irvin Lewis? : adopted, and the bill referred to the commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. (d 


À bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Commissioner of : 
the General Land Office to issue a patent to William Shipp : 
of Sabine county for one league of Land ; read second time, aud, ] 
on motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the committee on Private " 
Land Claims. | 

i 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators in the Congress of the | 
United, States, and requesting our Representatives to,precare the 
establishment of certain mail routes, upon which the mail shall 
be transported in coaehes aud on horseback ; read second time, - 

. Mr; Lewis moyed to amend as follows: : i 

* Rout fNos: from San Anténio via. Quihi..and-Leona to E} 

Paso, once a week in two-horse coaches”; adopted. - —— = 


$ 


: Mi Willis táoved to amentt-as follws i^. se " $a 
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“From Worthington, Arkansas, via. Fulton and Boston to 
Clarksville, weekly in four-horse coaches " ; adopted. 
Mr. Dickson offered to amend.as follows : ` 


* Route No. . from Anderson to Montgomery via, Rufus 
Grimes’ store and Shannon’s, once a week on horseback”; adop- 
ted, : 


Mr. Clements suhmitted the following amendment : 

* Route No. from Brownsville to Point Isabel, once a week 
in four-horse coaches” ; adopted. 

Mr, Hol'and-offered the following amendment : j 
. * Route No. from Marshall via Elysian Fields, Grand Bhif, 
URS to San Augustine, once a week on horseback” ; adop- 

- tea 

Mr. Burney offered the following amendment: 

“From Cameron, via Caddo Springs, to Springfield, once a 
week on horseback ? : adopted. 

Mr. Bogart submitted the following amendment : 


* Route No. from Bonham to Warren, via. Preston to the 
county seat of Cooke county, once a week on horseback” ;— 
adopted. i 


— Mr. Bee offered the following : 

“From Brownsville to Rio Grande City in steamboats once a 
week”; adopted. : : 

-~ Mr. Lott moved the previous question, which was put and 
carried. The matn question, which was the reference of the bill 
to the committee on Post Routes, was put and carried. 

The bill to be entitled an act to anthorize and require the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue ‘a patent to 
Robert W. Latimer for six hundred and forty acres of land; read” 
second time, and on motion of Mr. Fields, referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize any two County Com- 
missioners to perform the duties of Chief-Justice of the county 
court in certain cases ; read second time. 

Mr. Stewart moved to strike out “State,” in said bill, and. in- 
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de sert ^ County." Amendment adopted and bjll passed to third 

oe reading. T" 

eu A bill to prevent vice and immorality ; read second time. 

dat ~Mr. Burney offered a substitute, and, on motion, bill and sub- | 
i stitnte referred to the committee on State.Affairs. i 


A bill creating the counties of Prdsidio, El Paso and Worth 
Was taken up, and, on motion of Mr. Bee, laid on the table for. the 
present. " à ^s — T 
A. bill supplementary to an act entitled an act granting to set- 
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tlers on vacant public domain pre-emption privileges; read-second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Lott, referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

The resolution offered on yesterday by Mr. Burney, calling on 
the Comptroller for information relative to defatcations, if any, 


by the publie officers of this State, was taken tip, read and adop- ' 


ted. l . 
On motion of Mr. Tarver, the Hon. A. S. Lipscomb was invi- 
ted to a seat within the bar of the House. 

A bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation for the pro 
rata pay of Thomas P. Anderson, decéased, surgeon in the navy 
of the late Republic of, Texas, with an amendment offered by the 
minority of the committee, which was adopied. The question 
recurring on the engrossment of the bill, the yeas and nays being 
called thereon, resulted as follows : = 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Hardeman of Tra- 
vis, Holland, Lewis, Lott, McKinney, Millican, Selman, Smith 
of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Tarver, Williams, 
Wilson, Winfield and Wren—27. 

Nays: Messrs. Charlton, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of Na« 
cogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, McNairy, Pace, Polk, Rey- 
nolds, Runnels, Russel, Scott, Slfaw, Taylor and Whittlesev—17. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. i 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to organize the dis- 
trict courts, and to define their powers and jurisdiction, approveđ 
May 11th, 1846 ; read third time and passed. © ` 


* A bill for the relief of the heirs of Peter Crudden, deceased ; 


read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of William A. A. Wallace and 
others, with the report of the committee on Military Affairs, were 
read, and, on mo:ion of Mr. Cramp of Bexar, ordered to be en- 


" grossed.. 


A-bifl to be entitled an act to incorporate the Cass county Man- 
ufietdring Company; read second time and ordered to be en- 
grossed. v S : 

A ‘bill !to-'be: enti ded an act to:permit the county of Fayette to 
levyraiid collect & special!tax, with the:vepett of the.cdmmniltted 
et Finance, wertread, dnd, dù motiontóf Mr. Rüsselhy lordenéd 
to be eufiftessedis. 566637 0s os ouem aard ms Per Bane 

vet stippl emicwtancto-aAmact enditled“an 
and Pretinidesignedauid usecbibomphr- 


"o&es of ‘education or public worship from taxation ; read second 
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time, and, on motion of Mr. Tarver, referred to the committee on 
Education. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Wm. C. Sparks; 
read second time, and on motion of Mr. Millican, referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. |. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of George W. Manie; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Clements, referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. E 

Joint resolution adopting the amendments to the constitution, ` | 
was taken up and read. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, a call of the House was made-— 
roll called. : 

Mr. Smith of Red River, moved that Mr. Tarrant be excused’ 
from attendance on the House from indispositien.; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, a committee was appointed -to. wait 
on Mr. Tarrant and reeeive his vote. The. Speaker appointed 
Messrs, Stapp and Whittlesey.said committee. — , 

Mr. Gillet moved to,lay.the joint resolution on the table until 
the 24th instant. .° 

Mr. Runnels moved to make.the same the. special order of the 
day for Monday the 17th instant. 

Mr. Holland offered the following resolution: - 

Resolved, That the bill now Before the House be laid on the 
table until Monday next, and that the House on that day go into 
the election of-a District Attorney. for the 11th. and 3rd judicial 
districts,.and that (the Senate -coticurring) the said-election and 

the bill confirming the amendment to-the constitution be. made 
the special order for that day, and that all resolutions hegetofore ə 
passed be rescinded. i 

The question recurring on Mr. Gillet’s-motion fo postpone, 
until the 24th instaut, the yeas and nays being called for thereon, 
resulted. as tollows i. : 

Yeas: Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Cochran, Cramp. ` 
of Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Lewis, MeKin- 
ney, Reynolds, Russel, Seott, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, Stapp; 
Stewart, Tarver, Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren—28, . 

Nays :~ Messrs. Speaker, Burney, Charlton; Clough, Dickson, 
Fields, Hardeman' of Naedgdoches, Holland;Johason, ‘Jowers, 
Lloyd, Lott, MeiNoisy, Millican, Pace, Polls, Runnels, Selman, 
Smith of Red River, Sterne, Taylor and Whittlesey—=22e; =+- 


` 


So-thermotion to lay em the table prevailed? « ‘> to. 
. Or-motion of Mr Winfield, the-House-adjotrned.,. -- T u 
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; Agee December 17, 1849. 


House met pursuant: to adjournrient—roil ealfed—quorum . 


present. . 
Journal of Saturday last read and adopted. ——— 


Mr. Fields presented a memorial of. 'Trüstees of: Peters’ colon y; 
asking a compliance on the part of the -Státe relative. to their 
contract. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, was laid on- the table for the present. 

Mr. Crump of Bexar, offéred-the following resolution : 

Be it resolved. by the House of Representatives, That the 
eommittee who were appointed to make arrangements for the in- 
auguration;of Governor and. Lieut. Governor, be instructed to 
wait-on Governor Wood, and notify hint of the fact, and request 
his attendance on Friday the 21st inst ; adopted. 

Mr. Smith: of Red River, presented a petition for the relief of 
A Morrill assignee of Callenay Davis; on motion of Mr. Smith 
of Red River, was referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. z 

Mr. Clough, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following report : 

COMMITTEE Room, December 17, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

r Speaker of the. House of Represéntatives : 

The joint; resolution granting further, time for. the payment of 
government dues and the return of field note’, which was refer- 
red ‘to your committee, has, been düly consideréd ; they instruct 
me therefore to report the bill back to the House without amend- 
meht and‘recommend its passage. à 

Report received"to come up among tlie orders:ef the day. 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on .Federal Relations, 

made the following report ; 

' COMMITTEE Room, Dec. 17, 1849. 
l Hop, C. G. KEENAN, 


- _ Speaker of the House.of Represéritutives : 
The committee on Fedéral Relations, to whom was referred 


l iei digi] instructing them to report to the, House an appro- 


rial to the. General-Government to placeon, the, pen- 
end governm yn ent the names.of. à all-et,-these, “Pes jafs 
Angee je battles of, the Tekin yrorolutionsand 
gonr $ MU geqpesiing. LT 


a 
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to be obtained by thé resolution is a laudable one ; the indigent 


. and woundéd soldier requires our sympathy, and justly demands 


our aid.  Liberty's dead martyrs asks nothing for themselves, but © 
they have left widows and children to the care of a free people 
who enjoy that liberty. which they consecrated with their blood ; 
and left a heritage to their companions in arms and to posterity. 
They report the accompanying preamble and resolution and re- 
commend their passage : 

Whereas, there is a meritorious class of our citizens who are 
fast passing away, and who by their intelligence, energy, integri- 
ty and valor redeemed Texas froma wilderness, foughtsits bat- 
tles, and achieved its Independence. And whereas, many of them 
have been maimed for life, others have fallen a sacrifice to the 
cause of liberty and their country, and left widows and orphans 
nothing, save aclaim on the justice and humanity of their coun- 
try to shield them from distress in their hours of need; and 
whereas, the separate national independence of Texas by the 
voice of her people has been abandoned and another star added 
to the emblem ofthe Union; and whereas, by the terms of annex- 
ation a princely and increasing revenue was yielded up in perpe- 
tuity to the government of the United States, in shape of a tax on 
all importations consumed by the people of Texas ; believing, 
that the United States is and should be as. just and generous, as 
she is powerful, whilst our sister States have and will continue to 
derive incalculable advantages from the annexation of Texas, 
that the feelings of justice and liberality will prompt the govern- 
ment of the Ünited States to extend the hand of relief to those 
who have at the expense of their blood redeemed a glorious coun- 
try from a wilderness, and added it to the Union. ‘The people 
of Texas, yielding a willing allegiance, are entitled to a generous 
protection; bearing a portion of the burdens thus, are equally en- 
titled to the benefits of the government: believing that none have 
higher claims on the government of the United States than those 
who have spent their lives, exhausted their means, and shed their 
blood on the battle-fields of Texas, in the cause of liberty— 
Therefore, ss 
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* amongst the most favored class, and R ene agents 


for fle» ira of Texas... 
see . Be ib further resolved, “That the Governor wange a 


copy of, this preamble-and resolution. to. be. forwarded to each of 


. oni i Senato d "Representatives, in Congress, fox Misir informa- 


tion en jos stion, 
sefur Ten resolved, "That this, resolu tion. take effect 


wi ps n ae rom and after its passage; all of wahe respect- 
ully pun 
ly aiid. joint resolution, received, to come, dp. among. the - 
orders o 

“Mr. rr Miam of. the committee, on. Apportionment 
made the following, report : —u——— 


CowMrrTEE Roow, December 17 TOR 
To thie Hoa. C. G. KEENAN, . Siew ut! Su. n. QR Dad nee Qt MIT 
, Speaker of the Hose Y or ihc a : 
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. Hit tye, ta lof representatiop moxeiac- 
‘curately complied ‘with, naar Way, of amendmentan 
additional p poxisiqin e ol MA ty of the eomatittegiba ve 
instruc recommend to the House the nofi the) ijl, 
wie e-following. Amendment, to, wif : A the T of the first 

ection insert the following words:,, ., aaa 
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med And. Be it further enacted, That i is nr the amend- 
Taa mired by the Ist: section of this. act, the-assesson alid col- 
depo i any new county. whic h was.formed wholly otin part 
fron, poit ons gft OF mor 1 old counties, shall in hisxetuth ef 
"the free’ white populationy des signate Specially . ihe. proportion ef 
, the same, which’ i to, the part or portion paid new, epuün- 
Lo D fir each ot the : courties, xespepfigely:: - a? 2b 
id. farther, ‘by. dagabsjng anew. the subsequent: section 
"a EA that tbe above amendment shall stand as the 2ud 
ion, and all others in regular numerical ozder;therenfter ; ahl 
dh AT NENAS posce aL submitted, NS RT is dee EAS 
“hee st aa dr Amendment received, to come.upemong the caders 
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Mr. Charlton, chairman of the Committee on , County Bound- 
~ariés, made the following report: 


ee Room, s Dee 1 ir, , 1845. 


"Ox 


A "bil to 2 entitled an act to locate je i dp e ‘equity 


: Report and bill receiv, to comé up among the orders of the 

ay. _ 
Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee í on  Engrossed 

Bills, made the following report: -< 

CowMITTER' Rob, Deceinber 17, RAD 


"To the Hon, OG. ee is NOU 


The amie OR Bingto ssed BITIS: Ha 
entitled an ‘act to' restére Táhds sold: fori akes 
the State tothe’ former owners?” alsa Hatt to be en rM mel 
to authorize Jarnes Knight ‘to adopt Éacihda E. Nibbs p» hter 


ES cs: er op He bie of send . Hoe i 
Ep 


ef Mary Beckham, deceased, fate’ of th e éofilty of nid ; 
‘also-a joint resolution making àn’ ap pria ien Dp. dte ánd 
education of: Angelina "Elizabeth! ot ate Same 
at hg Sarai report ‘até apta mA os i E 


Holland, chaitmeri of the’ Select samt, side the 
following report : odes i 


' Gömġrrrër ‘Room; Dec. 17, iso 


To the Hon. C. G, Busan rx jc gei dict s 


Zr Speaker of the Hotise of “Re natives s a 
The undersigned, eliait many of the Sélect i prea í PM 
was referred that "portion of the Gdveindr’s or M 
a division of the Suprethe ‘Court, beg'ledve in’ tdm 
ity of said committee, to make’ thé following report: z 
The subject referred tó your cothmiittée is bélibved h A 
involve no other inquiry beyond t the Simple: otie, a8 tò W oe a 
plan differing’froi ‘tlie préserit is déntanded by utn di en 
lence, and whether it would be just or consistent with tE ihe" nter- 
` est of the State, so to provide.’ ` 
- Your committee deem it wholly ubitedessaiy to pre jtd 
„many and varióus reasons in'favor of a division of then piene 
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Wer LRL. cS cA ee ear a uf acte 
Court, and therefore ask your, indulgence. while they introduce. 
some of ilie primbipal arguments which induce them: te. persist in - 
what ghey, belleye..to be. just-and:eqnitable demand. s. -> 
at the publie. inférest and convenience would be promoted ` 
by rendering the, facilities. for the administration of justice ias. - 
prompt and as cheap.as possible, may be safely assumed as an un- ~ 
Feniable tru th; and from the great extent of, territory over ¿which 
the population of eur State is spread,.,the application of the truth | 
leads, to. the conclusion, that sessions of the. Supreme Court 
should be held in different. sections of our State, so as to give to all 
the advantages growing. out, of her peculiar institutions, and that 
those. who seek, justice. and the aid of that court,-either to aeqnire 


and protect their rights, might do so, with tbeleast.inconvenienee: 
and expense, with a sound administration of the laws;.. 


Your committee. do not think that it is.-necessary for every .. 


Y 


party toa suit in the Supreme Court should be present at its trial,.:. 
either to snperiütend. its management or wateh its progress; ihor- 
der to easy e justice; that duty itis conceived; ean more.salely `: 
be entrust j tọ others ;, there sare .cases, , Whi¢h- actually exist, - 
where à lawyer or his client would have to :travel. five hundred’ 
miles to attend the court as it.is now situated, and penhaps be de- 
tained from home and other important engagements for. one, two - 
or three months, his estgte being so smalt-and the distance being 
so great he,isat onge prevented from attending in persons. And 
if he ware. allowed. the, priyilege.of. employing the attorney of : . 
his chaice, who froth, having magnged the case-in the coust® she; : . 
low, ig'of al] others, best acquainted. with the históry-of-the case , 
and question, involved in the suit, he could not bein, attendanee:. - . 
without, much sacyifice and inconvenience, which must necessnri- 
ly be taken. in the estimate. of his fees; hence under, the,present 
system he cannot be represented by himself or his favorite counsel: 
It.is no argument in.reply to.this that lawyers whe,residefat or’ 
near the conrt,can be employed, or that fries ean-be.filed.” -Dhen >: 
uncertainty af transporting papers, and the, want oF-privity bem, 
tween client and: counsel zenden even a good gasedonbtialn ; - 
To fhisggiremity we donot wish tebe driven. : Potherits- 
izen da " the right. to,be ‘heard by, himself-or his:counsel;~ ~ 
ithou the privilege o 
deeg 


f choosing that ‘counsel, the pight: 4 ~ 
be ` e ar le awe, a fondi feb a ctn bat? 
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i Dey claim, and ask a, tight 
| by the constitution of, the State, whiehethiey de-. 
Say, NOW, CAJOY, inasmuch. as the present Sys- 


é benefit of the few and to the prejudice of the 
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many. Out of this state of things must grow a want, of confi- 
dencé in our Iáws and the ádininistraffon of thein? well éunleula- -— 
ted tò diminish! that Affection and? fespett for ónif it filtbtipils, nd 
authorities, whieh every &rood «edi ‘abiding ditizeli stiould feel. ~ 
Then those who nedd "jirstice ‘and expect ty Be benefitted bya 
sound atid ‘whdlesotiie &drihistthtioli of the taws tinder Which ` 


- they"áre governed; are précfüded" from ‘the fact “that” theré is‘io ` 


cheaip ang éfficiént ‘mode by‘ which their tights ean be àdjüsted 
and secured, therefore it may be. safety assumed, that nd 'rüeasure 
can!'be adóptéd better éaléuláted to advance’ the ‘intérest'of the 
State, secüré-the rigiits of ‘her’ citizens; bring into "speedy requi- ~ 
sitidt eur vast and inëxhaüstible lands,’restore' pnblic'cbnfidlence, 
and prómote' the'publie- good, than“the contemplated division of 
the Supreme- Court, and the numerous advantazes which will 
naturally flow from thé addption' of a more’ feasible and just 
metliod of settling the vexed and difficult questions ‘which have 
almost exclusively grown out of oir landed interest: ^ `< 
No deduetions drawh-from’ the history of any-othier:State in 
the Union will apply 'tò ours in the-discussion iit this miportant: 
medsuté ; for tid State Has so great’ territory, no State has such 
unBouhded Tésoürces! no State with such! élimite, fertility of 
soil; and variety of productions ! no State;where the Same'cliar- 
acter of -qtrestiorís; sø gréat and multifarious, are sought to be set- 
tledin one'ahd thesame tribunál. - - eerie die 
Your conimittké respectfully refer the Hon. House of Repre- 
sentatives to'the fict, that a¢cording to the census of ‘F848; as per 
exhibittiecompanyihy' the report: of ‘thé Secretary of State, (jüst 
published) it will be seen that the electors, resident and voting 
east of the Trinity rivet exceed the number west of said ‘stream, 
more thari twelve hundréd votes, and will fromthe great influx 
of etifi2tátion into that'portion of our State, continué doubtless to 
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Yout corimitteé; However fiot unttiindfüt of the Spdsijtor 
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ken-into,cpnpideration. some: of thie‘objection’ — 

€ no doubt Som ts rd inst the proposition. un 
incre tho; Hoa, Jules my. pit. 

lop &heapropos t new organization, it > z 


ned jandioweivebigh fhey-incst 


MT kn ast Senaprmudiappneoiation of the merit. ^ 


eration, prompts. ms, augen the.citcumstences, 


io E eather te, interest, and. honivpnienbe df those nios di: F 


rectly interested, apd. mosh; intimately .invdlved.-in: the. question, 
than the pleasure, and .privete,conmeniencé of those. who ma mayor 
may hot oppose it, A confirmation of the VH ER 


to the, constitution wall lessen mo dembt the weight of tlie eb sjed? 7 
^ eiibaprüssinent tn... - 


‘tions urged, and hora relieve thent,of tlie; 


der Ba ich ich they labo 
teg Would fürtlier state! that . agoprding,t to. the pre 
E arrangement the Aoc obliged ‘fo, $ it at place aes 
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at amy point in, the:Sihte :wherethe facilities‘for obra iiia" the 
necessert information tom faithfal, performance- of the duties in- : 
cunsbenhapom £he:ffiedisiof (that court; would be-tes¥ tan they 
ede did oe re pelaeirwiei virus tn tt Has rib i 
books. of her, owm, sand t ‘upon: prive e 
BAM M thaticbjectiohiis doite awayswitlh ' :7 


"I'hete;arg many! òthêri objections urged against ft; which boli ir . 


committee regard as too trivial and unimportastt-ig disclrsb/ al 
having budighed. mehi the:ndwanlages "unde disddi(mrioes ‘of’ ip 
change, never it will secure the greatest autidtfhtio foal © ix 
the gdie&testediit 

icy of every government to open her doors of justice to all;,a 
being noe to arr gwen aaron PLFOGION TO inet platir prò: 
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p Report and bilt Teeeived to come ‘Up Asfobg th ‘the: orders of. tie 
ay. im 

Mr. Tavver gave moticé ‘the: he would’ m Actio dms 
from a minority of thet committee’oh the sa A. PE S 

Mr. Lloyd intioduced a, Uillito'be entitled [at éStablish 
and; ;ingorpurate-. & literary. institt«d, utidér uie supervision’ Md 
control;of- the Eastern. Texas anvitial: “conference located at or 
near.the town of Henderson in this State +° read ‘first: tithe. ^ 

Mr, Sterne presented .a petition for the :telief? of Fiaticiscó, i 
Cardenas; oiv motion of. Mr. Sterne, was referred to the comittiit- 
tee on Private Land ‘Claims. ; 

Mr. Smith of Shelby, chairman of the comiiitee di ary 
Affairs, anade the:followinpg report $- - - ni ne ae 


CoMMITTER, Boon 'De 7 $49. , 
To the Hon. C. 'G. b us P ma Detail i pS 


Speaker of the House P Bepresenintiggs : e ud 


The committee on Military Affairs, to;whom was referred: thé" 
memorial 0$ Lemuel M. Rodearmel, prayitig:that he'miy tedeive 
the gupta Of land.to, which he is entitled: ander: thé law for’ ser- 
vices ,rendgred. the ‘Republic: of«"T'exas;: in. the 1887; have 
had | the.same. wader consideration, and: have instractedme to re.. 
pott : t: that from. the evidences.before. them they are-eatistied that’ 
said Rodgarmel enlisted. in the’ army:of the Republic of /Fexat: 
on the 2nd i day of January, 1837, as drummerin ‘Captain Pecks | 
company, (first. bg eran of infantry;) for during- the. waru and: 
sery „Said regiment: was honorable discharged from: said: - 
Service, d that he has. never received the qhota ofland or any ~ 
part theredf to which he;was entitled under:the ‘laws "they: there: -> 
fore instruct me to report the following Bil for his relief and re" 
commend its passag e: ré ee 
A bill to be entitled, an. act for the relief of Lienmeb M: Roder- 
mel; g È tir Weg- : iat at nA a DR oL i xu SW iki 
E Repeal seeeived, to. Comer up  vinoag shécordersofrthe ^: : 

Seb OE Mane ho T6 2 do Val 

Mi Cipments fered shun Dilay ide autaia Pa up ttp derer 

Fasifuedy Ühotit:is:thre.acqiest. of this Hotie; Lo 
mitteg op. the Judiciary 'eópost on bill to qiiet taaie 


of the Nueces riuei ota to-morrow iniotding; Orii iF 

Aa them pores ir egre thie’ said bitto'th legt 

that. e Beya mov isuchiabrony as: thoyamiay deen iretessary! Ft": 
Mr. Bryan moved to arend Py striking out, Gomory amer 

inse hedueaday Dui vpi i : 
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req uesting the bh 4to.report, to.this House the nagnes of 
fe blie offi 2 his S NI b. NT 
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Mr. Bryah mdved!! a call of thé Hptise—eeried - rol called— 
the Sergeant- ps e patched anèr Mr. po wee 
On imagan of Mt ne, a goitre séppyitited td td. wait 
- off Gen Il'árratiUló Jede Hiis! voter + 
The i appointed Missis; E " Chimp of Bexar, 


A siid "Ee ai uad 427, ey AIME. 


Am tou endaice! on Mi. Brains! anii, the 

or Call reg ue L oa, Mi pp bs Jj 

| E Jowers hoved to" | rang ‘the Sid: 4 ipportiorient: bill 

- until thé qur day of ‘Janubiy : n ! An ich id vias 
and Pe i Mais ee En (81! Sti dt ge 


Lloyd, Lot, Me Lott, Mé ku 
0 EN c 
- ndis, — vy RS 


cap, Russell, Smith T Red River, Sta x) ewart 
EL E ae 
x DM E Ee: JGstpena BEES Jw n etsaaja 


E Süspenstor ot: thé Fates tii order tat the 
* bill mi tbe mitendelds earned. ^c: ned 2H m mitoni oO 
- «4^ Mr then offóred tlidcfolloiw img meriduent dures ^ 
S out “Hunt” and insert "Hopkins" in the rétufhiùg eoun- 
Y for the 4th district»: adopted. rrit 2.5 bero mr uN. 
n Mr, Lottmovetlto lay: the villon, the table until to-morrow, 10 
M a Lalo du b i nee) hb ges and 
question zos pass mwhieh thé:yeas an 
nays;were called; and. resulted asf xin i pope u i heaninto 
Y eas—Messrs. S pean Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clementayr@iceh- 


sell uh noel SH ius "lis i ad 
| Tale i leser, Williams, 


pid ashes ex x T 
ys— Y Messtis. 
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ton; fough, Frank! 
Jo oyd, Lott, Mc Kinner McNairy, Pace, ‘Path 
Rand Se ctt, Selah Siri, Sipith t oP Rad Rey adt 
Ones chitin“ the conte‘ shite 
made the following report : 
- CoMMititin Roda ^Décetiiber 171, 1640. 
To 'the'Hfon: C. +, KEENAN, uc Mo. 0r Haid ds 


Aer "Rho Uf Ho For Resp eben ed —: 


° The committee pn Enrolled Bills, have examined- thes 
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ing acts: An act to make valid the acts of Thoms R. Hill, as 
: clerk of the District Court, in the county of Titus; an act for 
the reliefof John Barton ; also, an áctto authorize theseveral 
clerks of the County. Courts in the State of Texas to take the 
separate:acknowledgment of married women to déeds executed 
by them; and find the same correctly enrolled, and having been 
signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Pres- 
ident of the Senate, were this day presented to his ae | 
the Governor, for his approval. 

Report read. and accepted. 

Mr. Franklin offered the following resolution:  . 

Resolved, By the Legislature of the State of Texas, that Willis 
Stewart be, and he is hereby authorized to file in. the General 
Land Office the map, plots and field notes, referred to in his 
memorial presented to the House on the 17th of December, 1849, 
and the. Commissioner of the General Land Office is required to 
file them in.his office for such uses and purposes only as the Ld- ` 
.gislature may hereafter direct by law ; read, and MEE d of 
Mr. Lott, laid. on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the House took a réeess until half 
past three o ‘clock. 
Half-past Three o'clock, p mM! 

Recess expired and House called to order. 

A bill to be entitled an act providing payment for the orage 
and subsistence of the company of mounted volunteers, mustered 
into the service of this State the 10th of June, 1849, by Col. H. 
L. Kinney; read second time, and on motion. of Mr. Stapp, laid 
on the table until to-morrow. ; 

A. bill to be entitled an act to repeal an act authorizing the-ap- 
pointment of a fiscal agent, was taken up, pus on motion ‘of Ma. 
Lewis, laid on the table for the present. t, 

A, bill to be entitled an act to create the eounty of Wood, was 
on motion, of Mr. Taylor, read by its caption and referred to the 
committee on Coünty Boundaries, 

A bill to be entitled an act creating a Board of School Fund 
Commissioners ; read, and, on motion of Mr. Stapp, laid on! the 
table until to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act to extend the Eastern Boundary of 
Caldwell county ; ; Was, on motion of Mr. Hardeman of Travis, 
read by its caption and refetred to the committee on Couif ty 
Boundaries. ; 

A bill to be erftitled an act creating the coway of Bell, read: by 
its Captiong; and, on motion of Mr. Burney, referred to ilie com- 
mittee on _ Couuty Boundaries, T E 

T* MEE" 
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Mr.’ Bée introducéd a bill to be entitled an act creating the 
county of Kinney; read first time. . ; 

Mr. Holland offered the following resolution : RE 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the constitutionality and expediency of empower- 
ing Judges of District Courts to hold special terms in cases of 
sickness or other causes, where they have been prevented from 
holding conrt at the regular term, and. report by bill or other- 
wise ; adopted. - ! 

Mr. Winfield offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, Vhat the Judiciary committee, be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of passing a law limiting the time in 
which the State shall commence proseewtions by indictment for 
capital punishment growing out of personal rencountres; rejected 

Mr. Sterne, chairman ofthe committee to wait upon his Ex- 
eelleney, P. Hansbrough Bell, Governor elect, and the Hon. John 
A. Greer, Lieut. Governor, to know at what time 1t. would suit 
their convenience to be inaugurated; reported duty performed, 


- and that his Excellency the Governor, and Lieut. Governor 


would meet the two Houses of the Legislature, on Friday the 
21st of December, inst. at 10 o'clock, P. m. 


On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the House adjourned. 
a 


an eee 


Austin, December 18th, 1849. 


House met, pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 


Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Hardeman of Travis presented a petition from Messrs. 
Grumbles and Tarbox, praying for the establishment of a ferry 
on the Colorado river. | j 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman, was referred to the committee on 
Roads, Bridges and Ferries. ` A 

Mr. Fields presented a petition from sundry eitizens of Polk 


, county, praying for the incorporation of the town of Livingston 


in said county. 


On motion of Mr. Fields, was referred to the committee on 
County Boundaries. 


Mr. Smith of Red River presented a petition for the relief of 
Baldy C. Johnson, assignee of John F. Stacy. 


3 


d 
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On motion of Mr. Smith of Red River, was réferred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. ` À 

Mr. Stewart presented a petition from sundry citizens of Gua- 
dalupe county, protesting against a portion of said county being 
annexed to Comal county. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, was referred to the committee on 
County Boundaries. u 

Mr. Wilson presented a petition for the relief of Seth Ingram. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, was referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Smith of Shelby, chairman of the committee on Military 
Affairs, made the following report : "x. 


"- 


CowurrTEE Roow December 18th, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, i 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : - 


The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred so 
much of the Governor’s message as relates to the payment of the 
two companies of mounted volunteers recently ordered into ser- 
vice for frontier protection by his Excellency, the Governor, as 
well as the resolution subsequently referred to them requiring 
them to examine the claims and enquire into the expedidhey of 
devising some method to secure the payment of the companies 
commanded respectively by Captains Hill, Smith, Roberts, Sut- 
ton, Ross and McCulloch; and, also, ordered into service for 
frontier protection by his Excellency, the Governor, prior to the 


-two companies first alluded to, have had the same under matiire 


deliberation, and have unanimously instructed me to report the 
following preamble and joint resolutions andaecompanying memé- 
rial, and earnestly recommend their passage. All of which is 
respectfully submitted : i 


Joint resolution for the relief of the companies of mounted 
volunteers mustered into service by his Excellency, the Governor, 
and commanded by Captains Hill, Smith, Roberts, Stitton, Ross, 
McCulloch, Johnson and Blackwell; also, a memorial of the 
Legislature of the State of Texas, upon the subject of expenses 
incurred by the State in providing a military defence upon her 
frontier in 1848 and '49; read first time. 

Réport, joint resolution and memorial received to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following reports :. - 


wt 


. 800 


Commirres Room, Dee, 18, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Repr esentatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred. 
an act to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue a head-right certificate, first class, for one league and 
labor of land to James Taylor, have had the same under econsi- 
-deration, and instruct me to report the same back to the House 
and recommend its passage. 

Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 
COMMITTEE Room, Dee. 18, 1849. 
Hon. C. G. KENAN, —— i 

Speaker of the House of Representatives ; 

‘The committee an Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue a patent to Wm. Shipp of Sabine county for one league 

- of land, have had the same under consideration, and instructed 
. me to report. the same back to the House and recommend its pas- 
sage. 

. Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 

CoMMITTEE Room; December 18, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
: Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 

The*committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of George 
W. Maine, have had the satne under consideration, and hase in- 
structed me to report the same back to the House, without amend- 
ment, and recommend its passage. E 

Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 

CommrTTeE Room, Dec. 18, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
an act supplementary to an act entitled ab act granting to settlers 
on vacant public domain premption privileges, “have had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed gne to report the same 
back to the House and recommend its indefinite postponement. 
There is no Jaw in force to which it proposes to be ss Casta 
All of, which is respectfully submitted. , MES 
Report received to como up among-the orders of the: day, 
COMMITTEE Room, December 18, 31849. 

To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, ee 
Speaker of the House of Representatives | 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
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a bill to antherize the Commissioner of the General Land: Office 
to issue a patent to Robert W. Latimer for six hundred and forty 
acres of land, have had the same under consideration, and ‘have 
instructed me tò report the same back to the House,-with. thé ‘fol- 
lowing amendment, and recommend its passage: Strike: out 
all afterthe word “shall” in the 10th line and insert «Say the 
same fees as required by,law on other third class head-right-cer- 
tificates.” . All of which is respectfully submitted. 
Report and amendment received to come up aneng the orders 
of the-:day. © 
“Mr. Millican, chairman of.the committee on Claims and. Ac- 
eounts, made the following report: ` 
CommiTTEE Room, December 18, 1849. 


To the Hon. C.:G. KEENAN, > ubt 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : is 

"The committee on Claims and Accounts, to-whom va&aéferred 
the-memorial of Mrs. Sarah N. Hubert, have bad the semé nnder 
consideration, and after mature deliberation thereon; your €om- 
mittee ask leave to report that Mrs. Hubert’s claim is $450 ‘for Bar- 
rying the. mail from the town of Nacogdoches to MeClanHán's 
P. O. in Louisiana, commencing the Ist day of April and énding 
on the 31st day of December, embracing a period of nine months 
for which she has received no compensation. Your cornmittée 
find, from the evidence before them, ‘that Mrs. Hubert was not 
employed. by the Government, but that she was employed by pne 
Mr, J. A. Caldwell, who was employed by the Goyernment, te 
transport the mail above referred to, and has singe received, 
pay for hisservices. A majority of your committee are:of opinion 
that-Mrs. Hubert's claim is not a claim against, the late Republic 
of Texas, c or the State, and have instructed me to report thg;pefir 
tjon ang accompanying documents. back to the Mouse and asked 
to e discharged from the farther consideration of the same. .All 
cim is respectfully submitted to the consideration of the 
House Bn 

; Meport.received to come up among the orders of ‘the day..:i 
r. Li loyd, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges ind 
Fest the following report : 

d. oui CoMMITTEE BOO “Dee. 18, 15485. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, ARY 
Omm aut eo o Speaker of the House.of »Weurswnitiedul 
bi "Pho NARAN on Roads, Bridges and Ferrie’, “to 'whoni ie 
iéferedear bil tavbion originated. Yn the èrate; ito repi hate feii 
' havahadale auto unde Feonsidotation, anid have i ict oe 
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to repart the. bill back, with the following amendment: - In the 
18th section and 4th line, strike out, one? and insert “three,” 
All of which is hereby submitted. 

: Report and amendment received to come up among the orders 
of the day. . 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 

made the following report : _ l 
, ComMmirree Room, December 18, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, ^o 

; Speaker of tke House of Representatives : 


"The committee on Engrossed Bills have éxamined a bill to be 
entitled an act to permit the county of Fayette to levy and col- 
lect a special tax ; also, a biil to be entitled an act making an ap- 
propriation for the pro rata pay of 'Thos. P. Anderson, deceased, 
surgeon in the navy of the late Republic of -Texas ; also, a joint 
resolution for the relief of Wm. A Wallace, and other members 
of Capt. John C. Hays’ spy company in the year 1842, who have 
not drawn their pay, and find the same correctly engrossed ; re- 
poyt accepted. ^ p 

Mr. Clough, chairman of the committee on State Affairs,made 
the following report : 

CowwurrTEE Room, Dec. 18, 1849. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, a 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee to whom was submitted a bill to fix salaries 
and. per diem pay of officers not otherwise provided by law, have 
examined the same, and herewith report the bill and the follow- 
ing amendments : l - 

In 7th line of Ist section, read thus: “Spanish Clerk $900.” 
In 8th line of said section thus: “other clerks in Getieral Land 
Office $750.” In 11th line of said section read thus: “clerk in 
Comptroller’s Office $750." All of which they respectfully pre- 
sent to the consideration of the House, and recommend its' pas- 
sage. : 

Report and amendments received, to come up among the orders 
of the day. s wr 
- A message Was received from the Senate through their Secre- 


tary, informing the House of the passage of the several bills ori- 


ginating in the House : a s "E 
A bill authorizing the proeurement of a slab of native marble 
of the requisite dimensions, to be placed in the National Monu- 
ment being built in the City of Washington, with an amendment p- 
Joint resolution providing for the mutual surrender of persons 
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therein mentioned, by the governments of the United States and 

Mexico, with an amendment ; m GU NE 

Alse, a joint resolution for the velief of Jas. M. Manning. 

Mr. Wren, chairman of the Select Committee, made . the -fol- 
lowing report : : 

e CowwrrrEE Room, Dec. 18th, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 2 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: ` 

The Select committee, to whom was referred a bill to be enti- 
tled.an act regulating estrays, have had the same under conside- 
ration, and have directed me to report the same back to the 
House, with the following amendments, and recommend its pas: 
sage: A 
d ned 3d section in 16th line, strike out all after the word 
“be” to the word “and” in the 19th line, and insert, “forward 
to the printer of the laws of this State at the end of every-iliree 
months ; whose duty it shall be to publish the substance of the 
same, and forward the paper containing such notice to the coun- 
ty clerks of the several counties, whose duty it shall be to file and 
preserve the same in his office for the inspection of all persons 
who may be interested.” 

_ Add to 3d section the following words: “the pirinter’s fees to be 
collected from the taker up by the county clerk, aud paid.to the 
order of such printer.” l ute 

‘Add the following as an additional section : e 
“That it shall be the duty of the Chief Justices of those cout- 
ties in this State bordering on the Rio Grande, to furnish a brand 
at the expense of the county, with which all animals sold under 
the provisions of this act shall be branded." f ix 

DR and araendments received, to come up among the orders 

or the day. á i ° 
Mr. Tarver made the following report from the minority of the 
committee relative to the division of the Supreme Court: ` 

i s . Committee Room, December 18th, 1849.. . 
To the Hon. €, G. KEENAN, l P 

Speaker of the House of Representatives ti > 
The undeksigned, a minority of the Special committee to! whem 
was referred that part of the Governors message which teébim- 
mended a division of the Supreme Court, beg leave most rès. 
pectfully to assign, in part, the reasons which have idaced- thém 
to differ from the report of a majority of said committee. 
‘Were this an ordinary case, we would have preferred td have 
remained silent, rather than to appear in the unpleasant attitude 
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of opposition to the matured opinions of-a majority of the commit: 
tee. The magnitude of the interests involved, it. is believed, af- 
fords a sufficient apology for the course adopted by thé under- 
| signed, in briefly laying: before the House their objections to.the 
report of the majority, as well as to the assumed facts and erro- 
neous reasoning by which said report is sought to be stistained. 
Taking into consideration all the evidence and arguments con- - 
| tained in the report of the majority, the undersigned are still un- 
able to see anything which goes to show the necessity, or even 
the expediency of the proposed change in the sessions.of the Su- 
. preme Court. On the contrary, an investigation of the whole 
subject has strengthened the minority in the belief that any.di- 
vision of the Supreme Court at the present time will be fraught 
with the most ruinous consequences to the best interests of .the 
people of. Texas.  . oot 
l . The first, last and only reason adduced by the majority in fa- 
ix vor of a division of the Court, is that, from the great extent of our 
territory, those who reside at a distance from the place at which 
i the. sessions of the said Court are held, are put to great inconve- 
! hience, if not virtually prohibited, under the present system, from 
i an attendance upon the sittings of said Court, It is the opinion 
of the minority, that this supposed hardship and inconvenience 
- will be felt as powerfully under any system which can be due 
ed as itis at present. So far as the undersigned are informed, 
the difficulty which most hinders an attorney who practices in 
x the. District, Courts from an attendance upon the Supreme Court, 
q is got the distance which has to be travelled, or the, expense which 
; must be incurred in going to and from the Court, but it is because 
t the sessions of the Supreme Court necessarily conflict with, the 
sessions of the District Courts. The paltry sum of twenty-five 
l dollars, it is believed, is more than sufficient to defray the trayel- 
P ing,expenses of an individual from the most distant, portion of 
the State to the present location of the Supreme Court. |. The mi- 
nority cannot believe that this trifling amount deters a single at- 
torney in the State from attending the Supreme.Court ; nor can 
they see the propriety of magnifying this huge expense iBtó' à 
ae denial of justice, l 
à Let us see then how far this-proposed division.of the Supreme 
| Court will remedy the evil complained of by permitting the peo- 
E ple to be represented therein by their favorite attorneys who have 
l managed their cases in the courts below. By the constitution the 
" annual sessions of the Supreme Court are limited to get months 
iK from October until May, inclusive. These eight months include... 
' almost the entire Fall and Spring terms of every District Court 
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in the State. Divide the Supreme Court into as many branches 
ag yon Will, still you cannot extend the prescribed duration of its. 
session, nor can you avoid the same inconvenient conflict with 
the séssions of the District Courts. 


* * 


While the constitution remains as it is, the undersigned cannot. 


understand how the proposed division of the Supreme Court will 
in the slightest degree benefit suitors or their attorneys. -The adi 


ditionat éxpense of Ww under the present system falls not upon ` 
e 


tlie client, but upon tHe attorney, and we would be guilty ofa 


gross éridr if we were to base any legislative action solely upon- 


the benefit which was to accrue to the legal profession. The 
lawyers though very clever fellows, in the main constitute a class 
of our community with whose pecuniary sufferings the sovereigns: 
are‘most génerally supposed to have but little sympathy! "T'ire 
position of the Supreme Court of Texas is one of pecniiar diffigut: 
. The Supreme Courts ofall the other States in the Unionrayret 
furpishéd by their respective governments with extensive libra 
ries td aid them in construing the law and adjudieatihg the rights: 
of ‘citizéris under a system of jurisprudence which for centuries! 
has Beéa uniform and unchanged. They have but to: refer to 
well established precedents, and all doubts as to what the tawis, 
disappear. The rules of decision are so plainly marked that 
‘wWayfairing man though a fool shall not err therein.” How dif: 
ferélitly situated is our Supreme Court. The collapsed condi« 
tidfi of our Freasury has hitherto prevented the State from pur- 
clidsin'¢’a single volume for the use of the court, and the judges 
Have^hád to rely solely upon their private resource, or upon the 
liberality of the profession for bookseto assist them in theperforum: 
anéy of their sworn duties. "And this too while called-apon to 
decide questions the most vexed and complicated that ever carie 
before any American tribunal. - Rights are to be determined in 
this court which accrued under codes of law as widely different 
as the language, customs and religion of the Castilian dre from 
those ‘ofthe Anglo Saxon. The different political changes which 
Texas Has so rapidly undergone, the varied and complexed dtitiés 
óf'thé State as well’ as the rights of individual citizens resnhindg 
théréffom; all tend to make the jurisprudence of Texas more: pet! 
plexing than that of any civilized State upon the Globe. ' "Phe 
ling of Safe precedents” is blotted out and the court is-def@tb 
grobe its way in darkness, or to opena new path through the 
trácklbds"cliaos that surrounds it. if 
' Dóes-thé-report of the majority propose to facilitate the delibe 
atlitiotis' of the court by forcing the Judges to devote a ldtye port 


toi of the liarited time assigned them by the constititidmte wm 
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| necessary travel? Do the advocates of the division hope to ele- 
vate the standing of the Supreme Court by furnishing three 
l libraries, when the State is not able to furnish one? Or can they 
expect any Judge of that court to purchase a sufficient library at 
his own expense and cart it from one extreme of the State to 
the other? Most assuredly not. ‘The undersigned believe that 
the interests and wishes of the people of Texas will be best sub. 
; served by adopting such a policy ia regardfto the Su preme Court 
"ag will (if possible) add to its dignity and importance. By allow- 
ing it to-remain undivided, so that the Judges could devote their 
whole time to the patient and laborious investigation of the 
many embarrassing questions which present themselves, we do 
no.more than our duty to the court and the country. By this 
means the State will be able to purchase within a short time one 
respectable library, and thereby greatly lighten the labors ef the 
court by furnishing the authorities necessary to the formation of 
correct opinionsin the administration of justice. On the other 
hand should the Supreme Court be divided, overloaded .as we. 
are with debt and taxation, we cannot reasonable hope to procure 
three sufficient libraries within ten or fifteen years.” We haye 
an abiding faith in the ability and integrity of our Supreme 
Gourt, yet they are but men and we cannot expect the perform- 
ance ef impossibilities. If the State withholds a library from 
them, if by dividing the court we deprive them also of their pri- 
vate libraries and hurry them from one extreme of our vast terri- 
tory to another in the discharge of their duties, it cannot be other- 
wise, than that the decisions will partake largely of the hurry 
and confusion of the court. Can any” pecuniary consideration 
overbalance the importance of a uniform and correct exposition 
of the law ? we think not, 
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If the past legislation of Texas is to be taken, as an index of 
popular feeling upon this subject, we can arrive at no other con- 
clusion than that the, people of Texas are now, and haye ever 
been opposed to the division of the Supreme Court. Fr-the last 
ten years hardly a session of Congress or of the Legislature has 
elapsed without this question being presented in some shape.— 
The sovereign people have invariable rebuked it-through their 
l représentatives whenever and wherever it has appeared. ‘The 
í advocates of this measure have pursued their object with a re- 
markable tenacity of purpose. Believing that the careless«agita- 
T" tion of this subject can be productive only of evil, in aronsing-the 
E - slumbering sectional jealousies which are so unfriendly:to.calm - 

and temperate legislation, we respectfully reeommend such ac- 
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toin as will dispose of this question finally and forever; all of : 


which is most respectfully submitted. 

B. E. TARVER, 
JAMES C. WILSON, 

Minority of said Gonamittee. 


Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the joint resolution authorizing the 
government of the Wnited States to construct a National Rail 
Road through the limits of the State of Texas, was taken up and 
placed among the orders of the day. ` 

Mr. Clough offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the report on a division of the Supreme Court, 
arid. the accompanying bill be referred to the Select committee, 
and, that they be instructed, so to amend the same, as that the 
Supreme Court may be held in two different places in the State, 
ahd,report the same to the House as soon as practicable; adopted. 

Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution : , 

Whereas, It is deliterious to the health of many of the mem- 

bers of this House to inhale the fumes of tobacco; and whereas, 

' all respectable deliberative bodies consider smoking during their 

sessions, asa breach of decorum; Be it therefore resolved, that 

- ¢his‘Honse consider smoking during its sessions, to be a breach ef 

‘decorum, and shall therefore not be permitted either within the 
- bat of the House, or its lobby. . \ 

' ' Mr. Winfield moved to lay it on the table until the 4th of July 
‘next; lost. E 

' Question recurring on the adoption of the resolution, was 
taken up and carried. . i zi 

Mr. Bee introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend an nct 
to create the county of Webb ; read first time. 

Mr. Tarver offered the following resolution : 


. Resolved, "That the committee on Finance, be instrueted to 
'také ito consideration that portion of the report of the Comp- 
"trolléf; which recommends a change in the time of the collection 
"of fh&es; and that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise ; 
read and adopted. > 
„Mr, McKinney introduced a joint resolution making an appro- 
" align for the purchase of books for the use of the Supreme 
"Court read first time. — 
d d tion of Mr. Whittlesey, the House proceeded to the or- 
defer € day, and the business on the Speaker's table. , 
^? 98 Bi] "tbe eütitled an-aet providing payment for the forage 
ahd subsistence ot the company of mounted volunteers“htwstered 
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into re service of this State, the 10th of J ane, „A, D. 1849, by Col. 
H. L. Kinney; read second time and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act creating a board of School Fund 
Commissioners, with a substitute offered by Mr. Scott, were read. 

Mr. Stapp offered a substitute to the substitute. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the bill and substitutes were refer- 
: red to the committee on Education, with instructions to act in 
: conjunction with the like committee on tHe part of the Senate, 

On motion of Holland, Mr, Williams was added to the commit- 
tee on Education. 

* A bill to restore lands sold for taxes and purchased by the 
State, to the former owners; read third time and passed. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to authorize James Knight to adopt 
Lucinda E. Nibbs, daughter of Mary Beckham deceased, late of 
: Fort Bend county ; read third time and passed, , 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the relief and ed- 
ucation of Angelina Elizabeth Dickinson ; read third time and 
passed by a constitutional majority. 

Joint resolution granting further time for the payment of gov- 
ernment dues, and the return of field notes; read second time and 
. passed to a third reading. 

A message was received fram the Senate, through their Séene- 
tary informing the House that they had appointed a eommittee to 
waiton his Excellency Geo. T. Wood, and requested a like com- 
 mitteeonthepartof the House, to notify him, that the i inauguration 
ofthe Governor and Lieutenant Governor elect, will take place 
at the capitel at 11 o'clock, a. m., on Friday the 21st inst., and to 
invite him toattend and make such | communication as he may 
desire on that occasion; resolution adopted. - 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Lott, Holland, Clements and 
Millican, said committee. 

| Mr. Fields in the chair, 

joint resolution and memorial to the General Govexnment,to 
place on the Pension list of said government, the names ef. all 
the T'exians who were wounded in the battles of the Texian 
revolution, etc.; read secound time, and, on motion of Mr, Jewers, 
x . Ordered to be engrossed. 2 
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the enumeration, of 
the inhabitants of the State of Texas for the year 1851; dead 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Stapp, ordered to be etigropsed. 
A bill to be entitled an act to locate permanently the couaty 
seat of Lavaca county; read third time and ordered 1 to be en- 
grossed. =a 
A bill to be entitled an act to establish and incorporate a iey 
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' institute under the supervision and contro} of the Eastern "Texas 
annual conference, located at or near the town of Henderson in 
this State, was on motion of Mr, Burney, read by its caption, and 
"referred to the committee on Education. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Lemuel M. Rodear- 
mel; read second time, and, on mation of Mr. Russell, ordered 
to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the resolution adopted this morning 
re-referring the bill to organize the Supreme Court to the Special 
committee, was reconsidered. 

_A bill to be entitled an act ta amend an actentitled an act to 

organize the Supreme Court of the State ot Texas, was on motion 
of Mr. Russell, read by its caption, and re-committed to the same 
committee. 
. Abill to be entitled an acf to'ereate the county of Kinney, was 
on motion of Mr: Burney, read by its caption, PEE referred to the 
: committee on County Boundaries, 
. A bill to be erítitted an act to authorize the government of the 
"Unijed States to construct a Rail Road through the State of 
^ Téxas, was taken yp, and, on motion of Mr. Williams, referred to 
a Select committee. 

, The Speaker appointed Messrs. Williams, Tarrant, Stapp, 
` McKinney and Clough, said committee, 

On mation of Mr. Crump of Bexar, the House adjourned: ` 
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Austin, December 19th, 1849, 


House met, pursuant to adjournment—roll ealled — quorum 


present. 

Journal of the preceding day-read and adopted. -> 

-Or motion of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Woodliff, First Assistant Clerk, 
wamgranted leave of absence until the 97th inst, 

Qn motion of Mr, Stapp, Hon. W. H. Stewart was granted 
leayeof absence. until Wednesday, the 26th inst. 
"qe Lr; AN ren. presented a petition from sandry citizens off id 
am PS colony. 

siseation of Mr. Wren, was referyed. to the committed, on 


Pp 
Tr. reer presented a petition for the relief of. ‘Thomas 
Garmer ` 
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On motion of Mr. Millican, was referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. ' 
Mr. Bee presented a petition for the relief of Elizabeth Hart. 
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On motion of Mr. Bee, was referred to the committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 
Mr. Stapp presented a memorial from Joseph F. Smith, pray- 
s ing to be reinstated as a practising attorney-at-law. 
d E On motion of Mr. Stapp, was referred to the committee on the 
Í Judiciary. ] 


Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary 
: made the following reports ; , ' 
Commrrresr Room, Dec. 19,1849. » 
Hon. €. G. KEENAN, 
AN" Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an act 
entitled an act to secure to all resident citizens within the limits 
of the colony grant to Peters and others, commonly known as 
Peters’ colony, the lands to which they are entitled ‘as colonists, 
have had the same under consideration, and instruct me to re- 
port that the House take the same under consideration. There 
is no subject of more importance to the State; none which te- 
. quires more judicious legislation, and none in which the citizens 
feel a deeper interest than in the question of their litles to their 
homes and their fire-sides, And no subject connected with the 
legislation of the country in which your committee feel a deeper 
interest than in quieting the land titles of every citizen, so far 
as it can be done by legitimate legislation ; to remove doubts, to 
4 quiet apprehension, and to prevent litigation, in reference to our 
l lands, your committee believe to be a great duty of the Legisla- 
ture, and that we, as the Representatives of the people, for their 
benefit, should exert the power, which the Legislature has over 
the public domain,—so long as the fee or title is in the Govern- 
" ment,—to the extent necessary to give stability, character and 
a legal certainty to our land titles, so that each and every‘ citizen 
ios who claims any portion of the soil, may say: “ this is my land,” 
: —and have none to question the assertion. The settlers, who 
| seek relief by the bill proposed, came to the country undérthe 
E invitation contained in our laws; settled, cultivated and rédeem- 
ed from the wilderness a portion of our country ; the law tiSsur- 
- ed them that they should not suffer from-the neglect, omission ‘or 
failure of others who had the management of the colony in which 
they settled ; years have past, and they have been unàbl8'tb ob- 
| tain their titles, and have lived on in doubt smd'unedihüihty 
about the security of their titles to the homes they have h ade, 
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' hoping.for the best, and relying on the justice of the Govern- 
ment. 

Yout committee believe that, in justice and equity, the ciii 
gens, who seek relief, are entitled to the favorable consideration 
of the Legislature ; that the Legislature can grant them the boon: 
to which every citizen should be entitled—a patent for the land 
- he occupies and justly claims. Your committee, deeming that 
the original bill did not contain sufficient guards to protect the 
settlers ahd the State from injustice on the one hand, or frand on 
the other, have instructed me to report the accompanying bills. 
a substitute for the original bill and recommend its passage : . 

A bill to be entitled an act to secure to all actual settlers with- 
in the limits of the'colony grant to Peters and others, commonly 
known as Peters’ colony, the land to which they are entitled as 
colonists. . 

Report and substitute received to come up among the ‘orders 


of the day. l 
E COMMITTEE Room, Dec. 19, 1849.. 


To the Hon: C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives is 


The ‘committee on the Judiciary, to whom was -reféired ‘ati 
or the relief of those who fell with Fannin, Ward, LIS 

apt fort Johnson, during the war with Mexico, in. 1836, wi 
the report of the committee on Private Land Clairns, ie p 
‘the same under consideration, and instruct me to report th 
have examined the act referred, which originated wifh and re 
reported to the House by the committee on Privaté Land Claims: 
Yor. committee are satisfied that the ends to be autgined by thé 
act, are | such ‘as should. be carried out by legislati¥ oe 
They ask leave to report the act as referred, wi hout a iment 
and recommend its passage, 

Report ‘and bill received to come up among the orders ` ‘of thé 


dmetit, 


«A messag e Was TTE from the Senate, through i Y Societ 
n ge ‘the House of the passage of a bill n jü 
es bill. to incorporate the ; ‘Texana, A psy 
e im the Senate., "hey, also, éphedt iim d 
HUE to authorize any. two Simigisionei I$. A 
dum of f plor Justice of the county court, y : 
is va Qr, When said officer is absent froin the und 
able o: isqualified t 1p.act. .. 


Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee ofi Fi ridge ea the 
following report : 
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CouwiTTEE Room, Dec. 19, 1848, 


to the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : ` 


"The committee on Finance have had under consideration a 
resolution referred to them proposing an investigation into the 
propriety of providing by law forthe payment of costs in crimi- 
nal eases, where the party convicted may be unable to pay them, 
and have instructed me to return the resolution and ask to be 
discharged from its further consideration; a majority of the com- 
mittee deeming it inexpedient to pass such laws as asked for by 
the resolution. 

- Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Smith of Shelby, chairman of the Military committee, 

made the tollowing report : ! a us 
CowxMrrrEE Room, December 19, 1849. 


Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of F. J. Von Kerchhain, Lieut. Col, commanding the 
militia composing the Independent Battalion of Anderson county, 
have had the same under consideration, and a majority of said 
committee have instructed me to report that, from the represen- 
tations of said petitioner, it does seem that his is a peculiar case 
and cértainly a hard case; and the committee deeply sympathize 
with him in the premises, and would gladly extend to him the 
relief. he asks at the hands of the Legislature, did they but know 
how io do so, without compromising the rights of others, or 
Violating established and existing laws; it is certainly but ‘poor 
encouragement to officers to be faithful and prompt in the -dis- 
chargé of their duties, if so doing in good faith, they are tobe 
mulchéd in heavy court costs, as has- been the case in this in- 
stance. . 

‘But the committee know of no remedy to relieve him, and, 
therefore, instruct me to report said petition back to the Housed 
and ask that it be read ; and that the ingenuity of legal geritle- 
meñ be.ptit in active requisition to devise some methied or (hé 
relief of Lieut. Col. F. J. Von ‘Kerchhain, commanding: the Tn- 
dependent. Battalion of Anderson county, and that thie committed 
be discharged from the further consideration of the sanie! | Adl 
of which is respectfully submitted. p n 

Report received to come up among the orders of the day. ' ~ 
Mr, Burney, chairman of-the committee. on Private. Leid. 
Claims, made the following report: ` Mc AN 
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Commirrze Room, Dec. 19, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The commi.tee on Private Land Claims have had under cor- 
sideration the petition and evidence of Ben. F. Fry, and find that 
said Fry entered the army of Texas in October, 1835; aided in 
the seige of Bexar; was a resident citizen of Texas, at the date 
of the declaration of Independence, and participated in the battle 
of San Jacinto, and has never received his head-right certificate 
for his land as guarrantied to him by the constitution and laws of 
the late Republic of Texas, and is justly entitled to one-third of 
a league of land. l 

T'he committee have, therefore,.instructed me to report a bill 
for his relief, and to recommend its passage: 

Joint resolution for the relie of Benjamin F. Fry; read first 
time. . 

Report and joint resolution received to come up among the or. 
ders of the day. l 

Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County Boun- 
daries, made the following report: 


CowMwrTTEE Room, December 19, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, - 


- Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on County Boundaries have had the petitions — 


of various citizens of Guadalupé county, relative to a dismember- 
ment of said county, under consideration, and deem said petition 
impolitic. We are not of those who hold that the majority have 
the right to oppress the minority ; yet to establish the precedent 
of dfsmembering counties, upon like petitions, would mest pro- 
bably, during an ensuing session of the Legislature, disorganize 
half the counties in the State. The petitioners against the divi- 
sion of said: county are 67 ; those in favor of a division tweny- 
five.in mumber—the former state that a compliance with-the re- 
quest of the latter, will throw their county site entirely without 
the, ¢enter of said. county and leave the remainder of less area 
than as conteraplated in the constitution, The committee; there- 
ore, instruct me to report the petitions back to the, Hppseand 
bebo techs fle houred fronte further consideration ef. the, same, 
| prr ce NR fpem up among the orders of dee days, 
Jr Holland, chairman of the.Select, conimittes,gnadetiae fol- 
Owing report : edea 2 c banman C 
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be instructed” ; concurred in. 
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COMMITTEE Roon, December 19, 1849, 
To the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of HReoresentatives : 

By virtue of a resolution introdaced, on yesterday, rereferriny 
an act, entitled an act to amend an act to organize the Supreme 
Court of the State of Texas, to the Select committee, and in- 
structing them to so amend the same that the Supreme Court be 
held in two different places in the Stafe. The undersigned 
chairman of said committee has been requested by a majority of 
them to amend the same, and I herewith report it back to the 
House and ask—ihat you do unto us, as you would that we should 
do unto you. 

Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Tarrant introduced a bill to be entitled an act to organize 
the county of Ells ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the bill was read by its caption. 

Mr. Jowers introduced a bill to be entitled an act to define the 
time of holding the court in the Ninth Judicial District; read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the business on the Speaker's table 
and the orders of the day were taken up. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 

CoMMITTEE Room, December 19, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. Kernan, 
Speaker of the House of Represeniatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined an act cre- 
ating the county of Tarrant; also an act creating the county of 
Ellis, ‘and find the same correctly enrolled and having been sign- 
ed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and President 
of the Senate, was this day presented to his Excellency the Go- 
vernor, for his approval. 

Report aecepted. 

Joint resolution authorizing the procurement? dE à slab of na- 
tive marble of the required dimensions to be placed in the National 
Monument being builtin the city of Washington, with an amend- 
ment from the Senate; amendment concurred i in, 

Joint resolution br the mutual surrender, of persons therein 
mentioned, by the governments of the United States and Mexico, 
NIE an amendment. 

Sttike out of preamble, the word *&bscondcre" and: cud “per- 
sons held in bondage" ; House refused to ebneur. 
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In second section second line, strike out the word “requested” 
and insert “instructed” ; concurred in. 

Joint resolution : granting further time for the payment of go- 
yernment dues and the return of field notes ; ; read-third time and 

assed, 

A bill to be entitled an act to permit the county of Fayette to 
levy and collect a special tax ; read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the re lief of William A. Wallace and other 

‘members of Captain John C. Hays’ spy’ company, in the year 
1842, who have not drawn their pay ; on motion of Mr, Burney, 
was re-reférred to the committee on Military. Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation for the pro 
rata pay of Thomas P. Anderson; deceased, Surgeon in the Navy 
of the late Republic of Texas; read third time, ‘and the yeas and 
nays being ¢all for on its final passage, stood as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Coch- 

ran, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, 
Lewis, Lott, McKinney, Millican, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, 
Tarrant, Tarver, Williams, Wilson, Winfield. and Wren—23. 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Dickson, Fields, 
Hardeman ot Nacogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, McN airy; 
Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, 
Taylor and Whittlesey —20. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, a reconsideration of the vote wag ta- 
ken upon re-referring the joint resolution -for the relief of W. A. 
"Wallace aud ether-members of Captain John C. Hays’ spy com- 
pany, etc., to the Military committee, 

Mr. Burney moved to suspend the rule so as to amend the j joint 
resolution. 

Ou motion of Mr. Taylor, the joint resolution was laid on the 
table for the present. . 

A bill to be entitled an act providing payment for the forage and 
subsistence of the company of mounted volunteers mustered into 
the service of this State on the 10th of June, A. D. 1849, by Col, 
H. L. Kinney ; read third time, and the yeas and nays being call- 
ed for, resulted thus : 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Gharlton, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, 
Hardemau ofi Travis, Holland, Lewis, Loth. McKinney, Pace, 
Polk, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Smith, of Shelb: 2, Stapp, Steine, 
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Mr. Lott in the chair. 

An act to authorize the Como of. the General Land 
Office to issue a headright certificate, first class, for one league 
and labor of land to James Taylor, with report ‘from committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the bill passed to a third reading. 

Report on petition of Mrs, Sarah N. Hubert from committee 
‘on Claims and Accounts. 

Question on the adoption of report ; report adopted, and peti- 
tion rejected. 

A bill to regulate Ferries, with report and amendment from 
committee; amendment adopted ; on motion of Mr. Taylor, was 
laid on the table for the present, 

A bill to authorize and require’ the Commissioner of the Gen- 
. eral Land Office to issue a patent to Robert W. Latimer, for six 
hundred and forty acres of iand ; report and amendment from 
committee ; amendment adopted ; ; on motion of Mr. Lloyd, 

assed to a third reading. 

A bill entitled an act for the relief of George W. Maine; on 
motion of Mr. Burney, was ordered to be engrossed. - 

Joint resolution and memorial of the Legislature of Texas to 
the Congress of the United States, for the reiief of the companies 
of mounted volunteers, commanded by Captain’s B. F. Hill, J. 
M, Smith, Jacob Roberts, John S, Sutton, Shaply P. Ross, Henry 
E. McCulloch, Isaac W. Johnson, and Charles Blackwell. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Shelby, that portion of the memo- 
rial designating the amount, was stricken out and left blank. 

Mr. Gillet moved the engrossment, upon which the yeas and 
nays being called for, stood as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Cle- 
ments, Clough, Cochran, Cramp of Bexar, Dickson, Fiel ds, 
Fr anklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman ot Travis, 
Holland, "Johnson, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, McNairy, 

"Millican, Pace, Polk, Runnels, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Stapp, 
Sterne, Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson, 
Winfield and Wren—39. 

Nays—Messrs. Jowers, Reynolds: ‘and Scott —3. 

On motion of Mr. Crump of Bexar, the rule was suspended and 
the a resolation passed to-& third: reading; ‘ard being read the 
third time passed i sR ru 
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tlie United States add Mexico; and that Messrs. Roberts, Parker 
and Portis, were appointed a committee of conference on part of. 
the Senate, and desired a like.committee on the part of the House; 
whereupon, the chair appointed Messrs. ` Bee, Franklin and Wil- 
liams, said committee. e ` 

An açt regulating Estrays, with report and amendment from 
committee; on motion of Mr, Sterne, was laid.on the table until 
the first day of January nest. : 


x 


A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner ofthe Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue a patent to William Shipp of Sabine | 
county, forone league of land; on motion of Mr. Tarrant, was 
laid on the table for the present. i 

A bill to fix salaries and per diem pay of officers not otherwise 
provided for by law ; on motion of Mr. Fields, was made the spe- 


cial order of the day for Thursday, 20th inst. Z 

A bill to amend an act creating the county of. Webb ; on mo- 
tion of Mr. Bee, the bill was read by its caption ànd referred to 
the committee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Polk, Hon. D. C. Dickson was added to the 
committee on Education, i 

An aet supplementary to an act et.Li:led an act granting to set- 
tlers on vacant public domain pre-emption privileges, with report 
from committee ; on motion of Mr. Lewis, report and bill was Jaid 
on the table for the present. i 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, Hon. D. M. Stapp was added to - 


the committee on Education. 

. Joint resolution for the purehase of books fer the Supreme 
Court, ete. ; read second time, on motion of Mr. Holland, was re- 
ferred to the committee on Finance, 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, the bill regulating Ferries was 
taken up, and, on motion the county of Cameron was exempt from 
the provisions ofthe 18th section of said bill. 

Mr. McKinney moved the 18th section be entirely stricken out; 
on motion of Mr. Williams, was referred to the committee on In- 
ternai Improvements. : 

Mr. Bee moved toadjourn until half-past nine o'elock to-morrow. 

Mr. Winfield moved to adjourn until half-past nine o'clock 
Friday morning, for the -purpose of placing the Representative 
Hall in proper condition for the inauguration ; a call of the House 
was made; on motion of Mr. Franklin, the call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, Hon. W, J. Russell was granted 
leave of absence until the first of January next... 

‘On motion of Mr. Williams, Hon. G. E. Barney was granted 
leave of absence until the first of January next, 
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` On motion of Mr. Clough, Hon. B. E. Tarver was granted 
leave of absence for one week, 

Question recurring on the motion fo adjourn was taken up, 
and the yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bee, Burney, Clements, Clough, Crump of 
Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, 
Jowers, Lewis, Lott, McKinney, Russell, Scott, Shaw, Tarver, 
W hittlesey and Winfield—20. 

Nays—Messrs, Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Cochran, Dickson, 
Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Lloyd, Millican, Pace, Polk, 
Selman, Stapp, Tarrant, Taylor, Williams, Wilson and Wren— 
18. Sothe House adjourned until Friday morning at half-past 
nine o'clock. 


we 


Austin, December 21, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll écalled—quorum 
present. 

wn motion of Mr. Dickson, the reading of the journal was dis- 
dunes with ; and, on motion, the House took a recess until 11 
o'clock, À. M. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, Mr. Raymond, informing the House of the election of the 
Hon. Edward Burleson President 4 pro tem. of that body. 

Recess expired—House called to order: roll ealled— quorum 
present, f 

A message, announcing the Senate. The President, pro tem., 
was invited to a seat on the left of the Speaker, and Senators to 
seats prepared for them. 

Governor, Governor and Lieutenant Governor elect, were an- 
nounced, and invited to seats prepared for them on the right of 
the Speaker. 

- The Hon. the Judges of the Supreme Court, and Gen. Harney 
and Staff, were invited to seats in front of the Speaker. 

Mr. Wilson announced the chaplain of the day, Rev. Mr. Phi- 
lips, who being introduced, by request of the Speaker opened the 
ceremonies by: an able and appropriate prayer. 

Hon. C. G. Keenan, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
presented his Excellency, George 'T. Wood, to the Honorable 
members of the Senate and House of Representatives, and, citi- 
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zens, before whom he delivered his valedictgry. > ue ote 


Sho 
Gentlemen of the Legislature, 


and Fellow-Cilizens: 


The present is an interesting and, to me, an imposing occasion. 
Two years ago, by the voluntary suffrages of my fellow-citizens, 
I was called to the distinguished position wbich, in a few mo- 
, ments, I am to surrender intó other hands. This is a circum- 
stance which beautifully illustrates one of the chief excellencies 
of our free system of government. 

Did time permit, it would afford me pleasure to advert to ma- 
ny incidents in the past history of Texas, abounding, as it does, 
in events so humble in the beginning, so glorious in their pro- 
gress and termination. But it must suffice for the present to say, 
in a few words, that during my term of service, several questions 
of grave importance to the people of the State, arose for my 
consideration and action. 

During that period, serious injuries were inflicted upon por- 
tions of our frontier inhabitants, in the loss and destruction both 
of property and life. This, it was conceived, imperiously de- 
mauded action on the part of the Executive of the State. I as- 
sumed the responsibility of raising troops, to extend to my fel- 
low-citizens that protection to which they were entitled, and 
which the United States force in Texas proved itself wholly in- 
adequate to afford, I did not stop to count the cost, nor to inquire 
how much money would be taken from the Treasury. [should 
have acted as I did, had it exhausted the last dollar. This I con- 
ceived to be my duty, and under similar cireumstances, my course 
would always be the same; for the highest obligation of a State 
. is the protection of her citizens. 

The unsatisfactory manner in which the Government of the 
U. States has acted in regard to our frontier defence, has arisen in a 
creat degree, no doubt, from its imperfect information upon the 
subject. The last official act which I performed, was to address 
a letter to the proper authorities at Washington City, calling their 
attention to such facts and considerations as I regarded important 
to be known. 

The state of affairs in Santa Fé, has also occupied much of 
my attention. Every inch of that territory justly belongs to our 
: State, and she will defend it to the last extremity; and if ever 
surrendered, it must be when she has no soldier to defend it m= 
there will be no messenger of her defeat. 

Gentlemen of the Legislature, to the forecast and wisdom. of 
your counsels-—to-the^ patriotic union of yeurpurposes--te- the 
' earnest devotion. of your energies to the welfare of the State; her 
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citizens look confidently to secure a contimuance. of her present 
prosperous condition. 

By harmony of action and freedom from selfish and sectional 
prejudices, your legislation will advance the interests of the State. 
Animated by these feelings, you will give to her an impulse in 
her progress towards the proud destiny which so happily awaits 
her. 

Permit me, gentlemen, to return through you to the people of 
Texas, my deep sense of gratitude for the many marks of confi- 
dence they have given me, in the bestowal of her more hamble 
and her most exalted trusts. And if it can be any gratification 
to him who is about to sever his official relationship with a State, 
to feel and know that he has discharged honestly and conscien- 
tiously the duties which the nature of that relationship imposed, 
Í retire at this time indeed a happy man. . 

In surrendering the Executive Office to my successor, it af- 
fords me peculiar pleasure to express the assurance which F feel, 
that itis committed to honest, capable and worthy hands. AIL 
must unite with me in the confidence that the interests and the 
honor of the State are safe in his keeping. - 

Aud, in an earnest spirit, I invoke Heaven's blessings upon 
him, and that He who ean alone crown human efforts with suc- 
cess, may render his every act as seed sown in good ground, pró- 
ducing to him and the State blessings a thousand fold. 


P. Hansbrough Bell, Governor elect, was presented by the 
Speaker, who took the oath of office and delivered his inaugural, 
as follows: 

Gentlemen of the Legislature, 
s and Fellow-Citizens : 

The present occasion, interesting as it is to every patriot citi- 
zen, comes to me tvith an accumulated weight of hopes and fears, 
producing an active struggle of varied emotions. Against this L 
am sustained enly by the firm and unshaken reliance, that its 
origin is derived from d knowledge on my part, that heavy and 
important duties, involviag a common interest, are about to be 
assumed, and in a pure desire to meet them with manly firmness, 
and a proper intelligence in the discharge of every obligation. 

Called by the uubiassed will of the people of Texas, in the 
exercise of the exalted privilege of the elective franchise, to pre- 
side as their Chief Magistrate, I appear before you totake the 
solemn and sacred oath, “that I will perform the duties ineumbent 
upon me, according to the best of my skilland ability, arid agree- 
bly to the constitution and laws of this State, and of the United 
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States?! "his solemn, asseveratioh, ‘to. be made in: the presence 
of GOD and my fellow-countrymen, brings into lively reqüisition 
every moral, every ennobling sentiment, and excites every sltim- 
bering patriotic sensibility. My heart would be-obdurate and: 
insensible, indeed, if it did not swell with unusual emotions on 
an event franght with so many eonsequences to myself, either for 
good or evil, and involving considerations of vital importance to 
you. The distinguished mark of confidence and respect, from a 
oreat and growing State, implying as it does, high regard for my 
integrity and ability, demands from me the deepest expression’ of 
‘gratitude. - 

À custom, established by precedent and honored by time, makes 
it appropriate before assuming the usual constitutional qualifica: 
tion, that, in making, a suitable expression of thanks to my fel- 
low-citizens at large, for the honor they have conferred, I should, 
also, advert concisely to some of the principles and sentiments 
which will govern me in conducting the civil administration of 
the State, U " $ - 

I now offer to you, fellow-citizens, in the sincerity of my heart, 
the humble tribute of my thanks for the sacred trast confidedto 
me; aud desire to join you in hearty congratulations, that the 
Great Author of all good has vouehsafed to our beloved State 
peace, health, and prosperity ; and all the elements, physical, mo- 
ral,and religious, necessary to constitute us a truly great and 
glorious people i 

In coming to the position assigned me, it is not unfit that I 
should advert to days that are past, in order that we may be di- 
rected with more certain aim to those which are advancing. The 
experience of the past affords lessons of wisdom and instruction 
for the future; and a retrospect of days gone ‘by in our history, 
as a people, whilst it affords ample causef exultation and cheer- 
ing hopes, comes, also, mingled with melancholy emotions. 1t 
is never unprofitable, when alluding to our country, to reeur to 
our early "history—the days of thirty-five and six; and to the 
brilliant and soul-stirring scenes to which the events of those days 
gave rise. : HE 

In doing this, the mind performs a holy, religious pilgrimage, 
in visiting the graves of our departed ‘friends and heroes who 
have fallen by the desolation of war—cherishing their memories 
and recounting their virtues. It is food for the mind and greatly 
improves the heart—placing us bigher in the scale as social be- 
ings, and making us better citizens. The great aim and end of 


out institutions are, to afford the jewel of comfort and solid hap- ` 


piness ; and whatever current of thought tends to moral culture, 
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becomes a great auxiliary to, this object, Fellow citizens 1 the. 
price of liberty in Texas was dearly paid in the blood of her pa- 
triot sons, Let that be held in grateful remembrance, and to us, 
and to those who are to succeed us, it should be -the highest in- 
centive to virtue, patriotism and honor. The best vindication of 
their motives and the principles for which they contended, is to 
be fcund in a determined, successful effort on our part to secure 
to those who are to come after us,the multiplied advantages which 
their sacrifices have bróught to us, 

With an object so high and holy, it is not for us to slumber in 
ihe pathway of duty. With an awakened sense of our just 
claims, and a true appreciation of our peculiar position, it be- 
hoves us to move forward to the performance of such measures 
for the promotion of intelligence, and her hand-maid, virtue, as 
wisdom and experience may dictate, Let us, then, not forget or 
undervalue our superior advantages ; but with a broad, elevated, 
and ardent patri-tism, unite heart and hand in advancing Texas 
to the proud destiny that awaits her. Wit) a country great in ex- 
tent, and beautiful as she is great— fertile in soil —salubrious in 
climate—established in her institutions and general laws, and pro- 
gressive in the moral improvement of her people, she cannot fail 
soon to realize the fondest hopes of ilie patriot, and succesfully 
vindicate her claims to an elevated rank among the States of the 
Union. , 

"Ihe most pleasing evidences of gradual and permanent im. 
provements are to be seen at many points. And we cannot be- 
hold so glorious and gratifying a prospect for our infant State, 
and not be animated with the most profound and grateful acknow- 
ledgements to the Great Author of-our being, for these manifold 
and inestimable blessings. Our vigilance and unceasing care for 
the benefits we enjoy should be proportionably increased for their 
perpetuation. 

Our hopes, interests, and affections, are centred here; and 
every.true lover of his country should sacrifice evéry selfish, 
every ambitious, motive on the hallowed altar of patriotism; and 
in the same spirit of generous compromise which gaye to our 
Union a constitution, and to our State a name, unite to harmo- 
nize all conflicting interests, and lend aid in such measures as 
will be conducive to the public good. a 

Texas has, perhaps, as much substantial cause for a high ap- 
preciation of her present political position and advantages as any 
country, claiming sovereignty, on earth. The circumstanges 
and incidents of her birth are strange and interesting, if not illus 
trious, Springing into political existence, às by magic, at a point 
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obscure as-to. be. almost entirely unkown on the. map of the, 
word; astonishing her friends by the unexpected declaration 
that she resolved to be “free, sovereign, and independent ;? con- 
founding her enemies by a practical enforcement.o£ that declara- 
tion, with no extrinsic advantages to draw to her aid, and with 
no friend but her genius and valor, she moved steadily onward, 
almost without men and means, conquering and to conquer, 
with an energy that defied all misfortune, and an indomitable 
courage almost supernatural, until her one-starred banner waved 
in triumph at every point where her enemies dared present them- 
sel ves. l 

What an anomaly in the progress of human freedom does it 
present, that this “forlorn hope" should in-a few years assert, and 
actually establish, a right over a territory of such magnifude and 
importance, as to attract the attention, and excite the cupidity of 
monarchical Europe. Our father-land, too, an inactive spectator 
of the struggle, with something of sympathy, and more of inte- 
rest, witnessing 'l'exasg dash from her lips the poisoned chalice 
which haughty Mexico presented, aroused by a feeling slightly 
imbued with jealousy towards a power not American, opened at 
last the door of alliance. In.this auspicious hour, (I hope it was 
auspicious) Texas, with as much diplomatic adroitness in the 
cabinet as she had displayed valor in the field, moved gracefully, - 
and by a sudden transit, within the folds of the s:ar-spangled 
banner; and there, fellow-citizens, we have the happiness to find 
her. The picture, though poorly drawn, is true to the life; and 
affords consolation to those, at least, who found her in her weak- 
ness tottering to the fall, and who now behold her in beauty and 
strength. Her brightness may be dimmed, for a time, by the su- 
perior constellation which surrounds her, but it needs not the 
aid of prescience to determine that, in a (ew years, we shall be- 
hold our State, with the rich bounties nature has bestowed with 
a prodigal hand, shielded by a good constitution and laws, as a 
beacon light and a hope, attracting to her bosom the oppressed of 
every land. ‘That God, in his mercies, may grant this consum- 
mation, is the wish of every true patriot. "A 

F'ellow-citizens, when contemplating the position we occupy, 
and so lately assumed, every consideration of selt-respect and na- 
tional duty requires that we should be deliberative and cautious 
in the.measures we adopt,.or the laws we enact, local or general, 
for the purposes of justice. The youngest member of the Union, 
apd, Lay add, the “fairest and the freest,” we shall be daily and 
hopaly subyeot.to the animadversions and eriticisms.of the jealous 
aad malignant. There.is no defence against such, attacks, ex- 
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cept such as is to be found under the’ patioply of justice and 
truth; with this we shall be thrice armed, and ean marcly for- 
ward with confidence'to the goal of our destiny. The eharaeter 
which our State will hereafter bear, is now to be formed ; and 
from the aggregate acts of' her Government, and general bearing 
of her citizens, her reputation amongst her sister States will be: 
proportionably elevated or depressed. From this consideration, 
then, how strong is the appeal to those of her publie servants to 
whom the most responsible agencies are intrusted;to look with 
a clear perspective to those measures which are most likely to 
subserve her present interests and future advancement; and to 
her citizens for their prompt acquiescence in all that contributes 
to the establishment of law and order. 

That our Government is well adapted to perform all its fune- 
tions harmonionsly, and to answer the end originally intended 
by its framers, is clearly demonstrable in the inerease of popu- 
lation, the manifest improvement in morals and social bearing, 
and the universal disposition to respect the laws. Time and ob- 
servation will suggest many alterations and improvements; and, 
from experience in our past legislation, they will, no doubt, be 
readily adopted. Did the occasion allow, I could with pleasure 
ran the parallel between what Texas was, what she is, and what, 
with the favor of Heaven, she is destined to become. 

In her contest for freedom, she conducted her war upon the 
most liberal and humane principles known to civilized nations— 
always meeting her enemy upon honorable ground, and beating 
them only by superior valor; alleviating by kindness the mise- 
ries of the unfortunate, she took from the battle its crime, and 
imposed no chains by her conquests; “Liberty unsheathed her 
sword—necessity stained it—viclory returned it to its scabbard.” 
Having been a participator in her struggles, from the dawn-of 
her revolution, I can lay my hand upon my heart and say, I ne- 
ver yet felt dishonored by the association. A people, whose con- 
duct has been thus marked by all the characteristics whfch would 
do honor to the oldest and most enlightened nations, has claims 
to the admiration of mankind, for having extended the area of 
human rights. And we find the same people who, in war, could 
exert the most exalted clemency, on the restoration of peace, 
maintaining her national character and consistency, by pursuing 
the admonitions of virtue, wisdom, and moderation, in the con- 
duct of her civil affairs. What a field is here presented for the 
philanthropie mind to dwell upon? We behold a nation, which 
had declared and maintained its independence through innurhe- 
rable disadvantages, suddenly merging her nationality—-not 
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through the usual agencies, the heat and bustle of revolution, but 
making a dignified and peacable transfer of power, by the more 
potent influences to enlightened minds, of reason and virtue.— 
Here, then, is a beautiful political horizon before us, after having 
triumphantly solved the problem, whether or not we were capa- 
ble of governing ourselves. Nor is the prospect marred by ig- 
norance or superstition; and we have no rankling, established 
prejudices to lead us into the mists of error. All is plain and 
auspicious; and our country is as a blank, prepared to receive 
good impressions or bad. 

Here, too, is an ample field for the highest aspirations of geni- - 
us and enterprise, and Providence, in having bestowed so rich a 
boon, has imposed on those who enjoy it, the responsibilty of 
watching, with jealous care, the benefits it confers, Itis an in- 
heritance confided-to ns, to be transferred with interest to poster- 
ity. The new and delicate ration to the American confederacy, 


-voluntarily assumed by Texas, was the result of a policy on the 


part of that power, to enlarge the scope of free principles, and to 
strengthen the bond of Union. In this we will go with her hand 
in hand, and so long as her counsels are administered with jus- 
tice and equality, and with due deference to the rights reserved 
by our common charter, we will hail with pleasure and pride the 
day of aur alliance. 5 82 

There is no want of patriotic feeling and devoted kindness; 
amongst us for the Union, as itis. Support of our State Consti- 
tution, and the Constitution of the United States, becomes our 
highest duty. It is the surest basis for the security of peace and 
the safety of our institutions. But, fellow-citizens, whilst incul- 
caling with zeal this wholesome doctrine, it is necessary, in our 
interhal organization, that we should throw the proper guards 
around our own peculiar rights. The day of her declaration 
was for 'l'exas the unequivocal assertion of her maturity, and no- 


` bly. has she given the proof. The day of annexation was her 


wedding Bay. - She will yield all to the Union which bridal mo. 
desty doth warrant, but can never forget her reserved rights.— 
We will always endeavor to do our duty to the Union. This is 
an obligation, and implies reciprocity. —*'T'oo just tb invade 
the rights,of others,” we will be too “proud to surrender our 
own? 16:5, T f BM 

. : Injrelatien.to our.own State, fellow-citizens, to maintain. our 
national faith and’ standing by a rigid compliance with all our 
obligationsdato ascertain, and relieve, eur public. resources by an 
hhnerolie estimation. and, prompt smit oas biis 
-tiepfoidetnllopemoualnadapriveia MERS by eoeching and strigily 
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enforcing salutary laws, are principles which should be at an egr: 
ly day engrafted upon our statute books. In the legislative halls 
of our country, a spirit of concession and compromise should b 
invoked —preferring amicable diseussion and a just.accommoda- 
tion of all difficulties, to any other mode. . All sectional and lo- - 

cal prejndices, as far as possible, should be banished from the 
publie councils. ‘The distinction of Texas, East and West, 
should not be known, except geographically. Patriotic sacrifices 
were common to both, * in times that tried men’s souls,” aud in 
the days of her prosperity, kindness, beads) and a common 
interest should bind all 'T'exians. Remember !:that the blood of 
patriots, from East and West, consecrated the’ land we this day 
enjoy. 

Fellow-citizens ! it would be no difficult task for me to detain 
you with an extended enumeration, of what I -deem to be the 
great and essential principles whiclf should guide us in our civil 
policy. It would, however, I know full weil, be considered a 
work of supererogation in one so humble in pretensions to wis- 
dom as myself. Fortunately for our country, those who entrust 
power, are in the aggregate as watchful of the counrtry’s inter- 
est, and as enlightened teo, as their agents, The channels ofin- 
telligence are open to all and closed to none, except those of the 
number, “who, having eyes, see not ; and having ears, hear not 
the thiugs which most concern then” 

I shall enter upon the duties assigned me by my fellow. citizens, 
trusting to a just and enlightened verdict at their hands, after an 
honest and faithful effort to discharge those duties, rather than 
attempt to elicit good opinions in advance, by an imposing decla- 
ration of principles. 

With the Constitution and laws as my guide, backed By an 
honest determination to do what is right, I shall, I trust, be labe 
to accomplish the ee which may ‘devolve upon me, 

To recomniend such méasures as may seem necessary and pro- 
per,and to see that the laws are faithfully executed, will Be my con- 
stitutional duty. From this I shall never shrink. 

But, fgllow-eitizens, with a firm determination to do my duty, 
I know full well the many embarrassments I must encounter.— 
Unpracticed in the duties of civil life, and conscious of my great 
deficiencies, my position is well calculated to awaken distrust and 
presentiments, naturally inspired ‘by à disprópertion of ability to 
the magnitude of my duties. — ' 

s Amélfigeriee of miy eounthymen; mida charitable icomstiic- 
tion Uf my Acts, together with the conhsels ofthese? whiomethe 
Cost iens nds desi; dated. d$ fiy “aticlltariog diy: dic etus 
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istration, will, I am confident, greatly supply my defects. With 
these, and aided by the honorable representatives of tlre people, 


amongst whom I shall look for examples of wisdom and ripened 


experience, I may hope for success. And to you, gentlemen of 
the Legislature, coming as you do from every part of our grow- 
ing State—bringing with you sentiments and intelligence of a 


local character—and possessing, as a body, a broad and compre- 


hensive view of national, concerns—to you Ishall anxiously 
look, to. give such an impress and direction to our publie affairs, 
as will place upon your acts the seal of wisdom and the approba- 
tion of our common constituents. 

Beyond this, I shall look with humble supplication for aid 
from that beneficent and superintending Providence throuth 
whose abundant kindness and mercies our beloved country was 
safely conducted amidst the trials of revolution to the haven of 
peace, tranquillity, and happiness. d 

John A. Greer, Lieutenant-Governor elect, was presented by 
the Speaker, who took the oath of office and delivered the fol- 
lowing address: 


Gentlemen of the Senate, 
5 and Fellow- Citizens : 
. In assuming the discharge of the duties of the office to which 
the people of Texas have called me by their kind and friendly 
consideration, it does not devolve upon me to make a speech em- 
bracing any question of principle. In the performance of my du- 
ties, I only have to preside over and govern the deliberations of 
the Senate, and, in th® event of a tie, to give the casting vote. 
It would, therefore, be improper for, me, were I fitly qualified, to 
make' speech upon the policy which I might deem it proper and: 
necegsary for the State to pursue, to enSnre her prosperity and 
your happiness. 

Ithank you, fellow citizens, for the high distinetion which you 
have conferred upon me, and will assure you that I shall endea- 
vor to discharge the duties devolving upon me to the best ot my 
ability to advance the interests of the State. "2 

By request of the Speakexs the Hon. members of the House 
returned. to the Representative Hall ; roll called —quorum present. 

Mr. Winfietd moved 1,900 copies of the Governor's ina garal 
address beiprinteds c noui 9 07 Oda dE 

Mr. Lott moved to ame by neers 38500 topise " 
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Mr. Sterne moved to adjourn until half past 9 o'elock Monday 
morning. 

Mr. Diekson moved to suspend the rule, so the House could 
adjourn until the time proposed. ; 

Rule was suspended: House adjourned until half past 9 o'elock 
Monday morning. 


Austin, December 24, 1849. 


House.met pursuant to puncte called—quornm 
present. 

Journals of the 19th and 21st inst. were read and adopted. 

Mr. Williams presented a petition from sundry citizens of Fan- 
nin county; on motion of Mr. Williams, was referred to a Select 
committee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. "Williams, Crump af Bexar, 
Stapp and Tarrant, said committee. 

Mr. Lewis presented a petition from sundry citizens of Medina 
county ; on motion of Mr. Lewis, was referred to the committee 
on County Boundaries. 
^ Mr. Clements presented a petition from sundry citizens of Nen- 
eces county; which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Clements, 
laid on the table for one day. 

Mr. Clough presented a petition for “he relief of Francis L. 
Merriwether ; on motion of Mr. Clough, was referred to the com-- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Bryan presented a petition for the relief of S. C. Do lass, 
of Fort Bend county ; on motion of Bryan, was referred to tire 
committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Cochran, presented a petition for the relief of Elizabeth 
Pearson ; on motion of Mr. Cochran, was referred to the commit- 
tee on Finance. ‘ 

My. Scott moved the memorial of Willis Stewart: and others be 


„taken. upand referred. to*an appropriate committee ; on motion 


of Mr. Bogart, was wefewed to'a Special committee. For 
The Speaker appointed Messrs. Bogart, Fields, Franklin ‘and 


Williams, said compnjiteg::. Bam ews a ee Al 
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G201.77:5 1 Committee Room, December 21st, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, © 7 o7 co 7o x 
eo 7 Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of Andrew J. Yates, administrator of J. P. Lansing de- 
ceased, praying the -Législature to remove certain charges for 

‘misdemeanors against the late-Lt. Lansing ofthe Navy of the 
Republic of Texas ; have had the same under consideration, and 
a majority of said committee, have instructed me to report: that 
there are circumstances connected with this affair which strongly 
recommend the petitioner to the favorable consideration, and his 
subject to the warmest sympathies of the committee. 

It is in evidence that this subject was brought before the House 
of Representatives of the. last Legislature, and referred to their 
Military committee, who after a full, fair, and thorough investi- 
gation (as appears from the report of their chairman,) reported a 
preamble and joint resolution, for the relief of Lt. Lansing; which 
passed the House of Representatives, March 10, 1848, and was 
sent to the Senate, and after two readings, was referred to their 
committee on Claims and Accounts, where it remained to the end 
of the session. 

The committee regret to state that much of the evidence tend- 
ing to exculpate -the deceased, from the charges alleged against 
him,and which evidence was before the Military committee of 
the last Legislature, could not be had before this, but they are 
gratified to be able to state, that enough was adduced, in their 
opinion, to justify them in coming to the same conclusion, that ` 
the disclosures, charges, and proof, are not sufficient to brand 
with infamy, the reputation and niemory of a gallant and deceas- 
ed officer with the crime of embezzlement and defalcation. 

This committee therefore request, that the report of the chair- 
man of the committee on Military Affairs, on the journals of the 
ast Legislature touching this subject on page 839, be read to this 
House, and that the memory of Lt. Lansing be exonerated from 
the fonl charge alleged against it, and that the following joint 
resolution be passed for the relief of said Lieut. Lansing deceased; 
all of which is respectfully submitted.  . 

Joint resolution for the relief of the estate of Lieut. Lansing 
deceased ; read first time. TIE 
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ET l .Commirres Room, December 24, 1849. 


T'o the Hon. s a. o E o 9 c TR 
i . Speaker of thé House ef ene 


-= The immi on Engrossed Bills, have examined a- joint re- 


| solution to procure the . passage ‘of alaw by the Congress of the 
‘United States, granting pensions fo certain persons who suffered 


in the 'l'exas revolution, or to their indigent widows and children; 
also a bill.to'be entitled an act for the relief of Lemuel M. Rodear- . 
mel; also a bill to be -entitted-an aot to locate permanently the 


county seat of Lavaca’ county y also a bill to be entitled an-act to 


provide for the enumeration. of the inhabitants of the State of 
Texas, for the year 1851, and find, the same correctly engrossed, 

-Report accepted. DET 
. Mr. Runnels offered a joint solaio for the removal of the 
Raft in Red-River; read first time. 

Mr. Bryan offered ‘a joint- resolution on: Slavery read first 
time. a T 
Mr. Gillet anoved the rule bs suspended, $0 as to place. the 
joint resolution offered by Mr, Runnels on its.second reading ; 
rule was suspended and joint resolution read seeond time; 

On motion of Mr. Gillet, was referred to toe committee ok In- 
ternal Improvements,” 

Mr. Winfield introduced abill to be entitled : al act to establish 
the Rio Grande Railroad and Turnpike Company ;-réad first time. 

Mr. Tarrant presented a petition from the citizens oftthe, ninth 
Judicial District ; on motion o£.Mr. ERU. “was referréd to: the 
Judiciary committee. ‘ 

Mr. Bee introduced a bill ‘to be entitled. an act toc amand: the 
charter of the town of Goliad; read first time, —' > 

On motion .of Mr. Sterne, Hon. Mr. Bryan e added: to the 
committee an the Land Office. 

- On motion;of. Mr. Lloyd,’ the business. on: the Speaker's ible 
and .orders of the day were taken: Hp. c 0n Fus 

ES ORDERS ‘OF THE Day | FS 
ME S commiinication: rom: ai Comptroller! which. H ac 
and read. © Come hatha de le 

A bill to authorize and, equi the. dL EA the; Ghen- 
eral Land Office to issue a patent to Robèrt W. lLatimér,forsix 
hundred.and forty, aeres'of; land; geadithisd time abdspnssesk 
- An act to’ authorize the Commissioner of t p gi ire 
Offieerto issue's head: tightwontifitatas dissed) iOW6 lene tie 
an aber of land to James Taylor ;: td thi eee DEUS 
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; A Dill to indonporgte- the Texano Academy, with amendment 
from Senate; amendment concurred in and bill passed’ 

: A bill to fix'the- salatites "and per diem pay. of officers not other- 
wise provided for by law, with report and amendments from the 
committed&'on State Affairs." ^c. 

"Mr. Taylor-moved to take the bill up iy ‘seetions.: : on motion 
of Mr. Sterne, was laid oti the table until ithe 2d day of zonnaty 


nexf. 
Amendment to tlie Constitution, made the special order. ofthe 


day, was taken up. ; Ca 
"Mr. Bee moved to lay it on the tab le-for iis present, call. of the 
House had, and the. Sergeant at.arms dispatched for absenteed. 
On motion of Mr. Polk, Hon. Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches 
was excused from attendance on the Houwse.. . - 
On motion of Mr. Crunip of Bexar, Hon. Mr. Hardeman of 
rvs was excused from erates on the House, :.^ 
On motion of Mr. McKinney," Hon: B; C," Franklio was. bae 
ensed from attendance on the House. * 5 7 


$ 


ed. 
Question on the.adoption of Mr. Bee's motion. - 


The ayes and nods being called for resulted as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, "Bee, Bryan, Cleménts, Crump of Bex- 
ar, Fields, Gillett, Lewis, Lott, McKjnney, McNairy, Reynolds, 
i Rannels, Scott, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Tarrant, Williams, 
Wilson, Winfield, and .Wren—22. 

Noes— Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Clough, Cochran. Dickson, 
Holland, Johnson, -Jowers, Lloyd, Milliean, Pace, Polk, Selman, 
Smith of R. River, Sterne; Taylor and Whittlesey cae SEL 

Report.of the-committee on "Finance, jo. O3 

Me: Fields in the Chair, sce”... foe 

Question on the adoption of the: report. I. 

Report adopted and bill rejeeted: `> 


we 
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‘Amactto define the timéof hokding’the courts in the Ninch Ju: 
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dicial District; read.second time. . i^ diet. nee 
^ Gi motion'of. Ma. Jowers, whs refemredits the J sdieiory. eóm- 

mittee. E Fae? 

» At bill #o-be ertilled an’ act tolondamtze dH cong of Bu is f. bead 


second time. BEND 
On motion of Mr "Patroni was: efemitilto: thie oumnitteat on 
Cow Boledavipss ^ c 07 Ve satumaio9 » hel P Ns X 


1 Mr 3Baoj iy Heavep htedd aod arbi wo bán RR. Hinthet, tà 
chadgerthe iineoa olidihe counts sit «o ipontcofitlechiy Judicial 
District; read first time. D9 
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On motion of Mr. Jowers, the eall of the. House was suspend. ` 
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< On motion of Mr: Bee,'the rule was! suspended ahd. bill read 
second time. 2 uu" Y l 
-, On motion of Mr. Bee, the bill and petition were reférred to 
the Judiciary committee. i "EL : 

Mr. Whittlesey, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, The Senate concurring, ihe two Houses of the 
Legislature will adjourn sine die onthe 31st of January next; 
laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Wilsan offered the following resolution : . f 
Resolved, That the House of Representatives, the Senate con- 
curring, will proceed to the election of a District Attorney for the 
11th Judicial District, on Friday next at 11 o'clock, 4. m.; 

adopted. ' 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, a bill creating the counties of Presi- 
dio, El-Paso and Worth, was taken up and placed among the 
orders of the day. 

A bill creating the counties of Presidio, El Paso and Worth ; 
Senate’s bill; read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor a reconsideration of the vote was 
taken on the resolution offered by Mr. Wilson. i 

Mr. Wilson moved to amend by striking out “House of Repre- 
sentatives, and insert “Resolved, That the Senate concurring ;” 
amendment adopted. 

Mr. Holland offered the following resolution : 

: Resolved, Thatall that portion of the Comptroller's report, re- 
lating to a revision of the assessment law, be referred to the Fi- 
nance committee, and that they be requested to confer with the 
Comptroller and ask his aid in drafting a bill to amend the pre- 
sent system, so as to ebviate the defects presented in said report. 

Question recurring on the adoption of the resolution, relative 
to the election of a District Attorney for the 11th Judicial Dis- 
triet, was taken, and the resolution adopted, as amended. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, an act to provide for the civil organiza- 
tion of the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fé, 
was taken up and passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Crump of Bexar moved to amend by striking out “$300” 
and inserting “$600 ;” lost. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the bill was laid on the table until 
Wednesday next. 

- Mr. Clough offered the folowing resolation : 

. Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed. to wait.ca 
Gov. P.H. Bell, and inéorm him that the House was ready 49 te- 
ceive any commimnication he may wish to.anàlfe tó:therh y adept- 
ed. A. ue eee C cate RE PETS 
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The chair appointed) Messrs. Clough, Jowers and Gillet said 
committee. , , 

Joint resolution for the relief of Benjamin EWEry ; read s se- 
cond tithe. 

On motion of Mr. Polk, was ordered to. be engrossed, 

Report of the committee on County Boundaries. . 

Question on the adoption of the report; ;report adopted and 
petition rejected. 

Mr. Runnels moved to suspend the rule so the House could ad- 
journ until Wednesday morning; rule suspended. ; 

House adjourned until Wednesday morning half-past nine 
o'clock. l : 


Austin, December 26, 1849. 


" House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum 
present. 

Journal of the 24th inst. was read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, Hon. Mr. Williams was added to 
the committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Clough, one of the committee appointed to wait upon his 
Excellency the Governor, reported duty: performed. 

r. Cochran presented a- petition from sundry citizens of Dal- 
las county ; on motion of Mr. Cochran, was referred to the com; 
mittee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Williams, one of the Judiciary committee made the follow- 
ing reports : 


CoMMITTEE Room, Dec. 26, 1849. 


. Hon. C. G. KEENAN, ero 


Speaker of the House of Representatives ; : 


The committee on the Judiciary, to-whom was referred à bul 
to be -éntitl&b an act defining the boundaries” of the county of 
Santa'fe; haverconsidered thesame, amd. instructed me tê report 
Said rti li baeketorthe House without-amtendinent,: and:iecomsiaend 
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f : Commr rene ‘Roomy; «Due. 26," 1849; 
To the Hon. c. G. era i a! 
" ` Sheaken..of tthe House of- Bepresóniatitesis. . 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was refetred a bill 
to be entitled-ati act to establish the 11th Judicial Distilet : have 
had the same under eorisideration, and irstrüjcted me to report said 
bill back to thé House without amendment, and recommend its 
passage. 
Report and bill réceived, to come up among hé or dors of ihe 


day. 

2» COMMITTEE Room, Dec. 9p, 1849, 

Hon. C. G. KEENAN, * to 
Speaker of ihe House of Representatives : 

The, committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to authorize the County Commissioners of 
Harrison county to have transcribed record book B. etc. ; have 
considered the same, and instructed me to report the s same back 
to the House,.and recommend its passage. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Chariton, chairman of the committee on County Boun- 
daries, made the following report : 

Cavimirree Room, December 26, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN; 
; Speaker of the House of” Repr sentatives : 

The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was referred 
a bill to amend an act to create the county of Webb; dlsova bill 
to create the county of Kinney; have had the same ‘under con- 
sideration, and as there are no conflicting-interests made known, 
the committee instruet me tó. report them back to the- House, and 
respectfully recommend their passage.. 

à „Report and bills received, to come up among the orders of the 
ay. 

Mr. Willi jams, chairman of the Special committee, made the 
following: report : 

COMMITTEE Room, Dec. 26, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, EE , 
2 Speuker of the House. of Representatives : 

The Special committee; to whom iwas referred the pétition. » 
sundry citizens: of Farinimreounty, praying the passage of ah tact, 
to authorize Baily Inglish and others, to construct a turnpikeroad 
Wisaid edunty haverkad the.seme! uhder:considérdtion]eteejánd 
instructed me to report: that inasmuch as the parties seeking 
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(ricoh atidy are the uimseditie owi Sf the sod fend ever whith: “ 
this voadi iy doipass}-and oid petition eiiniiiting ‘frotar eómmtiititye 
directly interested, iartdtmust: bear: the ‘Durthun- Gf tots sete; tHe! ; 
domitted Bau seeno valid bre tlsog why the payer of ‘pelitioiers: 
should! notBe-giantedi de srati ot at a a D IS 

That such a work will greatly facilitate the trayelling t6hinu- 
nity, as well as the :difígétis:of F'ainin'cotiniy^ in:theif.doniestic 
intercourse, ete. ; ; the; committee therefore, have, instructed me to 
report q bill. granting, ue „prayer of- the, ; petitioner, apd, recom- 
mend itg passage, * .,. | 

A ‘Dill to: be. entitled z an. act to ‘authorize Bail |y- iuglish, Thomas ; 
Cowaxt and their associates, to construpt, a Turnpike rpad from; 
the town of Bonham in the eonnty of Fannin, across the. Bois de 
Are bottom to the’ highland , on the east of said stream, in the di- 


rection of the. town of Parisin Lamar county; read first time. à 
Report and bill received, te, come up among the orders of the- IN 
day. . ^ y 
Mr. Dickson introduced, e a bill; to provide op süpplying the E 
records of the courts and the different public officers in the Sfate, < 


where tlie same have been destroyed or rhay be destroyed. by fire. 
or other edsuality, ‘and to pr eserve the rights of parties therein r : 

read first time. 

On motion of Mr,’ Dickson, the rule was suspended, ‘and’ bill 
read second time'anid'Tefertred to the Judiciary committee. E 

My: Glóugh: puer & p. ‘for the relief af Hugh 6. Hopé ; 
read Girst time. 

On motion of Mia. Clough, the rale was- suspended and biH read 
second dme. .- : 

-Or motion of Mr, Dickson, was ied ioa Select committee, 
whereupon: the chair appointed Messrs. Dickson, 'Clongh and 
MoKinher,. said &ommnntteei ` 

. A. wiéstage was received from the Senate through: their Séere- 
tary, infor ming g the House of the passage of the several bills orig-- 
inating in the Senate: Anact to añend the first section of ar tact 
coniceknilig inte slavesy approved Janwary 27, 48447 anact 
to prescribe- the thade-of: ‘cdeptien ; parn act to: atithórize: "andae. 
qiie: ithie Cohtttisetortrw ‘of the hesordl Land Office to-issue/pa-. 
teste oni Lam diofaikas ‘lWoatéddn three -sutveys in-cer&dn 'casós** 
abili te braved án aor rtegollating: -&tta&hiientsy7appréved Merch’ 
llth, 1848 ;« ‘Str abu plementary tadir adt foi eae porate Austin: 

GLEN A rA A per Aetollo-incorporate the * 
 Mitimio ftne wt igo Cb mpari adicto. Liiéepórato be lori 

ot Rie Grande Giby deett Md Midi: pitis rit needed ad 
House: a bill to amend the 3rd, 4th, 6th a esiisa an 
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att apithorizing and requiring the county. couris to regulate toads; - 
appointoversgers, ete., approved March 15th, 1848, with an amend- 
ment.from the Senate; joint resolution appropriating four thou. 
sand dollars for the compensation of the assessors of direct taxes 
jor taking the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State for the 
year 1848. . 

. Mr. Bryan offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, (if the Senate eoncur,} That the: two Houses in 
joint session will on Saturday next, count the votes cast for Cem- 
missioner of the General Land Office on the 6th of August last, 
and the person having the highest number of votes ánd being con- 
stitutionaHy eligible shall be declared by the Speaker to be the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, from and after the 
28th of February next, for the term of two years. 

- Mr. Taylor moved to amend, by striking out “Saturday” and 
inserting “Thursday” ; amendment adopted. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and resolution adopted. 

Mi. Runnels offered the following resolution : 

' Resolved; That the committee on Finance, be instructed to re- 
port to this House a general appropriation bill as soon as practi- 
cable ; adopted. 

Mr. 'Selman offered the following resolution : 


Whereas, At least a portion, and that portion a minority at 
least worthy of some respect, and as Representatives of the peo- 
ple, and wishing to do our duty to our constituents; and whereas, 
our tables, books, etc., have to be removed every few days to 
make way for dancing or other amusements, to the great annoy- 
ance of at least a por tion of said members; atid whereas, we wish 
to put astop to all further dancing in this House during the pre- 
sent session ; therefore, resolved by this House, that no further 
dancing shall be permitted in this chamber during the present 
Session. 

Mr. Selman moved a suspension of the rule ; carried. 
Question on the adoption- of the resolution, upon which the 
yeas'and nays were called for, and resulted as fellows ; 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Clough, Cochran, 
Dickson, Fields, Johüsom, Jowers, Lloyd, MeNairy, Milliean,. 
Polk, Runnels, Selman, Smith of; Red River, tun Tarrant, 
Taylor, Whiitlesey, Williams, Wilson and :W.ren.--23 

Nays— Messrs. Bee, Charlton, Clements,Cum nap Xp Gil- 
lety Holland, Lewis,, Lotty MelKianey;:: Paces: Reynoldsi Seot 
P Smaith of Shelby, gus ned [niil is = bal vx ATRE 

solution adeptgd, . ; il paai (Boban edi reme. 
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_ @eimaction of *MrniBuetdsthe. business‘on the cd table’ 
ane the orders of the day were taken.up.: i 


wee" ORDERS OF THE-DAY.— . E "wx 


<A bill to locate the seat of justice of Dallas county. . 

On. motion of Mr.. Cochran, was read by its caption, ‘and, on` 
motion, was referred to the committee on County Boundaries. ` 

‘Mr. Oharlton, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act. 
for.the relief of Mary Henderson ; read first time. 

. Resolved, (the Senate- concurring,) That.the present Legisla- 
ture, will adjourn sine die on Saturday the 12th ei Jannary next; - 
made the special order of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, was laid on the table. 

An act to provide for the civil organization of the counties of 
Presidio; El Paso, Worth and. Santa Fe. . 

Mr. Dickson moved to amend by striking out “$300” and in- 
sertifig $550”; "amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr; Stapp, the rule was suspended, and bill read 
_ third time and passed. 

_ À bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Lemuel M. Rodear- 
mel ; read third time and passed. 

Joint resolution to procure the passage of a law by the Con- 
gress ofthe United States, granting pensions to certain persons 
who suffered in the Texas revolution or to their indigent widows 
and children ; read third time and passed. > 

Mr. Lewis moved to suspend the rule, so as to amend the bill; 
rule suspended, and amendinent adopted. 

- Aibillito be ‘entitled an act to provide for the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the State of Texas, for the year 1551; read 
third.time and passed. 

cA message was received from the Senate through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of the several billsorig- . 

inating in the House: A bill to provide for the permanent loca- 
tion -ef.the county seat of justice for Cass county, with an amend- 
rmentsfrom the Senate ; joint resolution for the relief of 4hérheirs 
of Peter Crodden; deceased ; ; joint resolution fer the reliefvof the 
heits and -assigmees:of Benjamin. D. Noble, deceased. ° — 

vA cominunication was received from his Exeelbericy, P. Hans-. 
en jhreugh his privats Secretary; Thomas He er 

Ge ieee ERS (oe 
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seabet Baraca -ebimmtyorencadstinivdtimernid-pasiedunney > ten 

On motion of Mz. Taylor, a bill-to provide ideas arate 
locstiamofttkissastrofjustiseden Cassicbtiuntae Wlan 
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fedi: the Senate, was. placed! among ‘the’ -ovders, éftlie days. amati. 
ment read and concurred. dn. IT ACA SUE UR z’ 
On motion of Mr. Lott, ilie message: fiom, his "Eos cellanoy. the: 
Governor, was opened: | ML. 
On motion, á:committee was appoitited ‘to inf Khie-Han; Se- 
nate. of the: teceipt of. the Governor $; ‘inlessage;. and invite them 


into the: Representatives’ Halls o irse 2. : CECR 
: T'he chair appointed: Messrs. Lewis, annes; Whittlesey. abd, 
Johnson said Committees: , cio es Boyt ee Le rare | 


. On motion of Mr. Taylor, the. House “took a Tecess of five 
minutes, . DER 


ye ^ 
fa us 
ier A EU 


Recess eiie --Honoo called: to idem S PD 23 
Mr. Lewis, on thé part, of the committee; reposted. duty per- 
formed;-- l S fey gh dita. 


The a fom the Senate, Hon., Mr. Tuner reported. the; 


. Hon, Senate accepted the invitation... «.: thee uw qe iut 


Hon. Senate was announced, feared : by their President, who. 
was invited to a seat on the right of: the- Speaker sind. pais to 
seats prepared for thein. 


Roll of the two. Houses called. ers Ohiet Glar E die 


fo lowing message ; uuu er á 
NC "- ME Ys Disi pee d 
: i : E ` Austin, Dec.. 26th; 1849; 


Ti the Hon. the EHI. OF REET Se AO ues 


House of Repr esentatives : PLEASE M 
. GENTLEMEN :—In dddréssing: you for the first: time, i in: Obedi- | 
ence to the provisions of the 9th sectian of the 5th article of the: 
Constitution, I find myself relieved from much of the labor which. 
would otherwise have devolved’ upon me;:by the full aad satis- 
factory communication made to you. by my predecessor, at the: 
commencement of your present session : ; and by the various mea-: 
sures which have. been adopted; and are now-inprogress.in yanr: 
honorable body in accordance with the suggestions of that come: 
mitmication, «Conturrisg, as § mainly.do; in:the views therein. 
presented, in respect to the policy and:general. ingterest of ther 
State, T would'atihis. late period have but. little to addy werd it 
not that some of the subjects which still require. your üoliolf, aue i 
of so grave an aspect, and so vitally connected with the mainte! 
nance of our honor and. our rights, that: I conbiderdt adwty whieh 
I am not permitted to disregard: müsb.urospogttfatiy Koseall yaur: 
attention ta thence eran o er t bulls posee odo a sw} 
if, in doin gishis; ¥ should. find ittieessary.to: troubleyonshosi 
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norible body iz travelling over:ground preniolishy assume, ar 
bytudverting to subjecisracted or being acted wpotr; ifis-becanse: 
of. mgtsolicitads not:tò withhold: from my :tabntry. at-Lhis inte» 
resting’ period, my views and.opinions of meastiss tipo which. 
{shall most probably'be.called ta act; ^ irh ast ec te cont 
The disposition which was manifested, àt'an.early period after: 
our annexation, to:.violate; in-respect to our boundary, a most 
itiportant:provision.in the compact under. which:we'entered the; 
Union, was regarded, at the time, without apprehension on-our 
part, because we ‘supposed it was: confined.to a few only of .thóse 
politicians who had- opposed; the. connection.:: Recent: events, 
however, force npon us:the unpleasant conviction, that a delibe- 
rate intention is now entertained, by a large and. growing party: 
in some of our sister States, to deprive us. by the mere exertion 
of power, and without reference to the.question of right; of a-con- 
siderable portion of ‘our territory ; and that unless it he checked: 
by the prompt. adoption of such measures as wil bring the sub- 
jéct ‘to a-speédyzand final issue, we may find; and that too, in 
the décradation of the. State, that we have insted too much*and: 
too long, ` "E 293 ee wt ZA Du ACA ue 23 
-I am mot :disposéd to. chage ‘the aiithorities.ofthe Federal: 
Government. with a designed participation ia this most unjust 
intention, ór- with having already placed that Government in the 
attitudé of an adverse claimant of any portion of .our territory, 
because I have seen no direct evidence that such is the fact.— 
But thé course pursued within’ the last eighteen months has. cer- 
tainly been such, as to give rise to the most. serions apprehen- 
sions, that they are disposed tacitly to. yield to any -effort which: 
may be made to wrést it from us. The total silence observed in. 
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regatd tà. the Resolutions of the 20th March, 1848, and the law- 


passed at the same sessio of. the Legislature for organizing the 
county of Satta Fe-—the continuance of their. Military and Civil 
Government within the limits of ‘our territory, whonno long- 
er tequired forthe:purposes for which it.was established, aud the 
failuse, amounting ‘to à fefusal, to give instructions to the. oflicers 
in comand of that Departinent'to recognize and respect the ans 
thiorittes| of theState in the discharge of the duties assigned them; 
indivatel bur to strongly, avcatieless indifference to our.zights, $É 
thay donot go farther, and manifest a disposition totally te diss 
regard them, Ax. A ae 
0i Awitogérisendesot: Nhat is due lio :6ursekviesooaiisstipon ms! to 
Si y Hitebme tener phütid tobe. iimisumderdteod, iat this size 
bf Wharf Manish ba Suffered donder to trist? Lf aiee neal] y be 
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the right of the State to the County of Santa Fé, or any other: 
portion of territory connected with our Western border, it isitime 
the question was distinctly made. -The longer it is postponed 
the more difficult will be its adjustment. Experience has taught. 
us, that silence and forbearance on our part to act, instead of 
soothing hostilities and removing objections and prejudices ori- 
ginating in local partyisms, have only’ tended to increase the 
number and strength of those who have arrayed themselves in. 
opposition to our claims. 

. In recommending however, as I feel it my duty most earnestly 
to do, the adoption by the Legislature, of such measures as'will 
bring this matter to a distinct and speedy issue, I would at the 
same time advise that they be of the mildest character which the 
full attainment of the object will justify. 

Threats, when.addressed to chivalrous minds, usually produce- 
an effect different from that sought to be obtained ; and are rarely. 
salutary in the adjustment of controverted questions. 

Our course should be a decided and firm one, admitting of no 
waver nor dispensation ; but our language should neither imply 
a threat, or intimate the existence of an expression, that a con-: 
flict of power with the Federal Government was or wonld be- 
come necessary. I therefore cannot concur with my predecessor 
in the propriety, “of placing at the disposition of the Executive, 
the whole power and resources of the State,” in view of their 
use, for the adjustment of this question. 

The State should unquestionably, use the necessary means, to 
cause her laws to be obeyed and respected by every portion of her 
inhabitants; but if this can be done by placing within the-reach, 
and as auxiliary to the civil authority of the eleventh. judicial 
district, a sufficient military force to be employed actively, if 
necessary, in enforcing all orders and decrees, without being 
compelled to rely upon the funetionaries of the United States for 
aid and support, it-is,in my judgment, as far as we-shonld go, 
unless the General Government shall make stronger demonstra- 
tions than any we have yet seen, of an intention to disputerdur 
rights of sovereignty over soil which is ours by conquest, by the 
resolutions of annexation honestly interpreted, and: by patrietie 
sacrifices. Should that occur, it will them be: proper for mite 
consider what füsther measures may. be required. to dmget-the 
exigencies of the case.. 54 I 

1 therefore. Feconmmmend, that the -Exeeutine-be . authori 
send.to Santa. Fe, Cahe mocani FAN dei AEREA ARE * 
exist, a-uiliéeimy  forcesuficienttowenable ale. civil authorities to 
exoente therlamsres- the Staten thatipart "af ae deanery a 
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'eubreference to any.antiérpated action'of the Federal ‘Goverti- 
ment;or regard ta the military power of the United States sta- 
‘tioned at Santa Fe; and I make this recommendation with mere 
freedom, because I cannot coneeive that a measti¥e of this char- 
acter, will, or ought to give rise to any disturbance in our rela- 
tions with. the Federal Government. The right of Texas to en- 
force her jurisdiction is not more perfect in the county of Travis 
than it is in the eounty of Santa Fe; and if the employment of 
the necessary force to enable her to exercise that right over a 
refractory. population, should produce a collision with the federal 
authorities, the fault will not be hérs. She will stand exonerated 
in-the judgment of just men, from all the fearful consequences 

which may result froin such a conflict. 

In suggesting to the Legislature the propriety of authorizing 
the Executive to send a military force to Santa Fë, Lam not un- 
mindful of the increased pecuniary burthens which the exercise 
of the authority will impose upon our present tax-paying citi- 
zens, I trust, however, that the necessity of carrying into effect 
. a measure of this sort may yet be averted. If the difficulties 
‘encountered in our efforts to extend the jurisdiction of the State 
over that portion of her territory, have resulted. from the tardi- 
ness'of action on the pait of the Federal authorities, rather than 
from a deliberate design to do us a wrong,(and it may be ascribed 
to that cause,) we may still encourage the hope, that a sense of 
magnanimity and justice will induce her, upon being advised of 
the course we have resolved to pursue, if driven to it, to adopt 
such measures as will supercede the necessity of incurring this 
expense ; but the indulgence of this hope should not prevent 
your action upon the subject—such action may accelerate—it 
cannot retard the issue and adjustment of the question. 

I concur in the recommendations of my predecessor, that a 
commissioner be despatched to Washington City to present this 
subject once more to the consideration of the President.. This 
should not, be done, however, until you have decided upon the 
course to be pursued by the State, in the event that the mission 
should próte fruitless. When that is done, a special commission 
to eómmuhieate the views, feelings: and determination of the 
State ^wiM not omby evince:an anxious desire to avoid even: the 
a ppesiránce of collision; but it wilt manifest in the most empha- 
tic, ftiongh respectful ‘manner, owe‘detéerrhination to act promptly 
i ro — owhen prémptrand-decisiveyadtiotr on our part is 

rar Be the: reservation iow rights: This Com- 
niger assurer breit espeedfulltyato 
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-depar&mént endbracine Santa, Fé, -toydiseontinuecthe exercise of 
-all civit qubisdicfion: withia ‘the limits of the Stafevof Texas and 
to recognise iadurespect her functionaries in’ tthe. discharge df 
their proper duties, This dene, emd.if the citizens of that district 
-of country should ‘continue relwetant to submit: te. ther proper 
civil authority, the military. force of the State: before alluded to, 

‘should be:brought at once into active service, ~~ ~~ 
Should the Legislature, in view of the expenditure which the- 
employment of a military force will involve, or from any other 
cause, deem it inexpedient to adopt the suggestions I have made 
upon the subject, E-would then most respectfully recommend that 
the eleventh Judicial District be so-altered, by. the addition :of . 
other counties to it, that the Judge can have another place of 
abode, and his services be rendered of some avail to the. State. — 
Seeing the’ impracticability of his organizing and enforcing the 
jurisdiction and authority of the State in that county, whilst ùn- 
supported by power, it is worse than useless to require his longer 
residence there.. It not only cannot result in any practiéal good, 
but it is daily nceustoming those who are hereafter to be hrought 
in subjection to our laws,.to look with contempt upon our power 
and authority, and to treat ohr-officers with contumely and dis- 
respect, '. ea A trn 
‘Phat portion of the State lying on the Rio Grande which eme 
braces “ El Paso del Norte,” and the contiguous territory, is how 
rapidly coming into notice, and acquiring importance. Italready 
contains, as 1 am. informed, a considerable population ; and, that 
population is daily increasing in numbers and improving in its 
character, I wonld, therefore, recommend to tle Legislature, the 
passage of such laws as may. be necessary. for its early organiga- 
tion into counties, and the immediate’ extension df the States ju- 
risdietion over it. In-doing this, I am assered'that meme of the 
difficulties which Baye occurred cat: Sánta FS, wibbsbeifound: to 
exist. Many of the inhabitants have already made ‘kenowmnotheit 
desire of Being. broughtiunder the: immediate protéctioni dfithe 
State; and'it 1s. believed, that «tiii foeling is entertained ‘byrals. 
"Phe countids that may. be formed, eàn ‘be. coliventenshy attached 
to. the eeventh: distridt for -judieial purposes: Itewillumettbe re 
qmring ofthe Judge of that-districtsithe: perforimanes oliva lager 
&hhretof? abondo hold tine. eotkts, than lis:nizwWi qerfo nmedibythe 
other-Dbestrict Tadgesiofithe tate. 5.050 dees, anodi ca 
" Econo ani tirmeyspredecefséanin ithe taportaince of thinsh Het 
antteetell with theradprsimeat ofthe adelsbocakth ough we 
onimaeint hn 
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ean tbemereedai poienthich will commend itself Iby.ite eqadtyoatid 
-libefabspititj<netiionly fovour owh -citizens, but .to.-theworldeat 
‘large.: {The plan preseribed by the act of March 20th; 1848; for 
.theascertainimeht of the amognt. and: the classifféafion:of:ouwr lia- 
':bilties;.is probably the-bestithat could: have’ been: devised ;° and 
the: mode iof scaling those. Habilities to their actual; value at the 
periods at which they were incurred, cannet, int my judament, be 
obnoxiousito the slightest imputation of unfairness or Injustice. 
For a State just.emerging from the varied trowbles tind difficulties 
.of.a protracted revolutionary struggle, and involved in an iñ- 
mense amount of pecuniary obligations, to assume, in good taith, 
.the payiment.of'every: dollar the value of -which she received, or 
that: was expended for: her benefit, is placing herself in a moral 
attitude wpon which her citizens may look with pride amd plea- 
sure, '"Phe'idea which seeuis to be entertained by seme, ‘and 


-those, foo, of'enlargsed minds, and large experiencerin matters ef 


‘political. economy, that our debt should be paid according to the 
figures presented-on its:face, without any regand. to thé value of 


- these/figures at the time it was created, has. tts ovisiny Ioaumibly . 


conceive, if het in individual gain, at least in d desirefor.moral fame 
whieh leapsiover the boundaries prescribed ‘by thdiethics of this 
‘utilitatian age. 'bhave said, on another occasioiy, thdt'the State 
is bound topay every dollar which.she justlyowes} but neither 
good faith,- nox. thes most fastidious conception oftmoyality, xe* 
. quires her-to.do:more.” ‘With this declaration. ef my opinion of 
-the shbject-beford them, the people of Texas have honored me 
- with ‘their: confidence, by placing me in the position} mew occu- 
py; and I regarde it as a: coneutrence, ‘on theiripayt, tor that opi- 
-nion. The only.question, then, is, as te thé asdértaimmieni qf the 
‘amoumt/schiththe State does justly owe ylandvthis)d presume, 
will besatistactovily arrived at by the mođeiwhidh hasbeen pur- 
suedi bis corti iter it into: practieal. opération, haatewen Eryould 
Garmmesthy neviommmends-that the most .liberabprimeipl es be-in vot- 
ced, go" thatitherdsshall-be no pretext for charging Maat the State 
‘has nod iddéne wall justice to. her ereditors, asifat zasnhdy means 
-WPA ld patali 11961 oa eat ke iP siffioo 2H do fano 
n | Bhe¥e exittermiso.somediversit- of epinion.ad téotfiemannér 
-OF fiquidnk gaciderdebt, after fteeamount dhelt Ubhiver been. ascer- 
emenda. H9 ub it Jobehioved pith ord issitoneas eto! the Mii pdb frein 
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¿rize those who ‘hold the liabilities of thé State, to present them 
.to,. some Department of the Government, which shall be desig- 
‘mated for the purpose, and to obtain land certificates at a given 
- price per aere, in sizes not less than one hundred and sixty acres, 
‘which certificates the holders may cause to be located on any of 
the vacant lands of the State, and obtain patents for the same,— 
- If our creditors do not choose to avail themselves of this mode of 
realizing the amount of their respective claims, they cannot 
complain if their payment is postponed, until such disposition of 
the public domain can be made as will enable the State to meet 
them. 
These suggestions are made as the result of my best reflections. 
If, in the collective intelligence of your honorable body, a better 
-and wiser plan can be presented for an honorable liquidation of | 
' our debt, it will meet my hearty concurrence. There exists 
throughout the State a common sentiment which is most, favora- 
ble to an equitable and just discharge of the public debt, and but 
few are found in the advocacy of bad faith or repudiation. 

In connection with tbis subject, I would also recommend to 
the Legislattire, that euthority be conferred on the Executive to 
negotiate with the General Government on some fixed basis, for 
a sale and transfer with the right of sovereignty, of all that por- 
tion of the State which lies north of the parallel of 36° 30/ of 
north latitude, ‘That part of our territory is composed of a nar- 
row slip of upwards of 300 miles in length from north to south, 
and not more than eighty in width from eat to west. Its sur- 
face is mostly mountainous, anc the climate and reputed charac- 
ter of its soil, prevents it from becoming valuable for agricultu- 
ral purposes. Besides, by the terms and conditions of the Reso- 
lutions under which Texas became a member of the American 
confederacy, shoüld it ever be inhabited, it was to be by a class 
of persons who, having no feelings or interest in common with 
the residue of our population, would never harmonize with them. 
It can therefore be of no intrinsic value to the State. 'To the 
United States it may be of considerable importance, both on ae- 
count of its contiguity and connection with their adjoining terri-’ 
tory, and of their Indian policy and arrangements. With the 
views of the Federal Government upon the subject, I am hot ib- 
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any road«must necessarily pass, wẹ haye'every reason-to believe 
that it- will be made to ge:directly through this State,-and proba. 
bly upon.aline much. lower, dewp than itscentre, In view, then; 
of this probability, E would suggest te the Legislature ‘the pro- 
priety of conferring upon the Executive authority to make such 
contract in respect to the disposition of so much. of our publie 
lands as may be essential to the construction of the road. With- 
out such authority, the Exective would have no power to enter- 
tain any proposition which might be made to him, even for a 
right of way ; and that difficulty alene, when publie opinion 
upon the subject of the best ronte was nearly equally poised, 
might be the cause of depriving us of the almost incalculable 
benefits which would result to the State from the construction of 
such a-read across jt. : It is unnecessary for me-to urge befoie 
you, the character or extent of. those benefits. They address 
themselves to the mind and comprehension of every person who 
gives a moment's reflection to the subjeet; and for the purpose 
of adopting all necessary measures to secure them, I would re- 
commend that the State make a donation of the right of way, 
and authorize a sale, upon reasonable and liberal terms, of so 
much of the lands bordering on either side of the read, as may 
be required in its construetion. l 

The defence ot the frontier, and our Indian relations, are sub- 
jects not subordinate, if they are not paramount to all others 
claiming your deliberation, and I confidently hope that they will 
receive from your hpnorable body the- mature consideration 
which their importance demands. 

As the attention of the Legislature has already, during the pre- 
sent session, been directed to these subjects, it will be neither pro- 
per, nor necessary for me to enter at large into thejhistory of the 
various tribes of Indians, inhabiting our borders, or to point you 
to the relations held by them to our Government and citizens, 
since we have had a national existence. In urging upon you, 
at this time, which I feel it my duty to do, from a just sense of 
what is due to our fellow-citizens along an extended frontier, the 
necessity of prompt,and efficient action, I could, with easy re- 
fereuce, bring to my aid a long and lamentable record of wrongs 
and deep atrocilies.committed upon our people from the earliest 
history of the country, bnt such a reference would only revive 
in your minds the dark incidents of an unpleasant retrospect, with- 
out, taking any thing; from the measuye,of, present ẹygils.. 

Whilst we had a separate existence, the scanty resources of à 
spattered population were. brought mate cequisition togmest press- 
ing; gmergeucies, and, energy; .e9usag ANd, lemdusapep.aupplied 
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thé want of:-ease; comfort and abundance.” "Phe histor} of the 
times will abundantly shew:thatthe heat and: burden of the day 
was bore: in 4 mannet befitting a people contending for a great 
stake, with but few to sympathize with them, and Without.a pro- 
teéting atm. ‘Texas. battled, single handed, against ‘a. common 
enemy and. their Indian.allies until she found repose in triumph 
and the repose which she'so much needed, she expected to 
secure when her membefship in the Union-was announced,— 
From that day, the general management. of the numerous Indiam 
tribes, within the limits ofthe State; was transferred to, and’ vest- 
ed in the General Government ; and the power to regulate Inters 
course with them, it was her constitutional right and duty to as- 
sume, Theit preservation and improvement was at once to be 
provided for by the introduction of'a.proper system, aud becom- 
ing their guardian and protector, the destinies of this race was 
placed iñ her hands.’ Bat whilst she assumed the entire guar- 
dianship of thé red man, her duty became twe,fold, and she was 
bound, by every obligation, moral, legal and constitutional, tó 
protect and defend the citizens of our State against their attacks 
and outrages.” To what extent this has been accomplished, let 
facts be submitted with candor and impartiality: * 

It is true that our State exhibits generally the-most satisfactory 
evidences of improvement, in populatiafi, wealth and resources, 
and presents an ample field forindustry and: enterprise, but if 
‚would be uncandid in me to deny, and gross injustice to our 
frontier. citizens not to assert, (hat. the history of the frontier fer 
the last twelve months, has been the history of repeated outrage; 
theft and murder. I invite you, gentlemen of the Legislature, to 
the most rigid enquiry, and if not sustained: by ample proof in 
the declaration, then indeed “truth is stranger than fiction -= 
The evidences, which should be brought to your aid, are not to 
be drawn. fron the partial and. ignorant statements, of irrespon- 
sible letter-writers, whose pent up sympathies neter' yét reached 
the log cabin of the bold frontier-man, wor. these individuals who, 
in. view of niotives of gdin, look habitually om the bright side: of 
the picture, whioh is .afforded..them. by a portion of-our State, 
but the appealsis:bestqmade-to the brave-and-hatdy pioneers froma 


Red River alorignthe line’ o£ the! Cfoss-timbens; te the: Taitity, - 


from'the 'Prinity to! tre! Brazoss'and thence: contizizesl y. to Bagle 
Pass on the Rio' Grande, o Trace othe! -whgilen extent: of the) Rie 
Grondé-valléy,:whevethemame of thers: Comanche!) iz; ever rang 
à soumdcof dread ridialaruuto with: mdithen tocrtherbeautifin 
esunteybarod nti CorptsOhristi mib Sain Pateitio, whentcintiabi 
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faarauding whités; Mexicans and Indians.. These atetheseurces 
to whieh we should? go for the procurement of: that intelligence, 
upon which you. can. safely base wise and: judicious action} ond 
to these, T. respectfully invite your attention, 

It is not in the encouragement .of a spirit of’ cavil and. com. 
plaint against the Federal Government, that I advert to the ae- 
tual condition of ourfrontier.. Self-respect, a full knowledge of 
thé many advantages which have and will accrue to our State 
from the connection, as well as the profound respeét and love 
which we bear for the Union, equally forbid the em ployment of 
any language;uncourteous or unkind. Noram I wanting ina 
high appreciation of the gallant officers, at present, in. command 
of our frontier; but my duty tà the State- is superior to eyery 
other consideration, and l must speak of things as I know them 
really to exist, 

With an adequate mounted force, the , officers in command 
would, no doubt, use their best efforts to coyer the exposed in- 
habitants, but the preseht establishment is utterly insufficient — 
the infantry employed is necessarily ineficient from the number 
and sparseness of the settlements, and the great;adroitness of 
the race against which they operate, in eluding pursuit after the 
commission of wrongs, .Butitis not necessary to adduce argu- 
ments ; stubborn, substüntial. facts are all that is necessary to ) be 
met, and let. themibe met. 

"Thé United States have, upon the Texas frontier, a military 
forct sufficient, perhaps hominully, to afford protection ;.out of 
this number, theagereate of the mounted troops is three hundred, 
and taking from this the necessary details, not more than’ one 
huadred and fifty could be employed on active daty.. Is,"then, 
this force adequate to the protection of a frontier extending from 
Red River to the. Rio Grande? (the valley of the Rio Gtande is 
a frontier—the valley of the Nueces is'a frontier)... eet the in- 
cidents. of the last year furnish: the proper answer... 

'That.aii adequate military force.is actually hecessaiy to sus- 
tain the’ present relations with the Indian tribes on our borders, 
has been clearly. demonstrated ; and what-the ieharacter of that 
foe should be; is. bést evimedd: ‘by qiast experiénde. >, p ut 

, Daring the: two .yearsdhe Unitéd States: employed :a; mounted 
régiment ‘of volunteereuon!the:'Texautfrontier, peace with, the 
tribes Gras maintained, audesbcunity]to the: frdàtieii settlers esta- 
blished, /-Will-wot thecGenetal Ganernmentadgain finish) tothe 
Gites tregimohtieffitinn site charaeter;\atichit nots metas A 
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péfieemt land fowin ane: poliey:-ith posedibyizher gi jafdjanslitp, anf 
control over all Indian tribes?  'T'o this policy, at once howéyat 
blerandyheitiané, the henordble legishxsu rei nadl aL em persuaded , 
oppase nothing, bnt Lend. itschearty and ed] ightened. eo-opatation 
with: thre Géneral goverhujent. : v. X. [EU ub uos 

- Inthe 'memitime the xelatiow of the. Indians with: dia State, is 
anomalous. and greatly .émbarrassing. LP The General Goyarga 

ment controls ,and govéras the Indians. -They arein the octa- 
paney of a large and valuable portion of the State, Phe, Stati 
elnims exclusive: jurisdiction, and. both ‘her iüterests, and-honor 
are ‘involved in the actual exercise of if.. Her éreditors claim 
the unrestricted right to appropriate; in a. legal manner, the pub- 
Jic domain; and is it not the right and the duty of ‘the Staté lo 
sustain them | 2. - E 

. "Phe frontier of our State must be defended, and I invoke the 
Legislature to the adoption of such measures as will authorize 
and require; and enable the *ixecutive, in the event that ample 
protection is not afforded hy the General Government to meet all 
pressing emergencies (should any unfortunately arise) on the 
frontiers of the State. It would-be deeply humiliating to the 
Executive, to listen to the just and strong appeals from a distress- 
ed frontier, add not be able-to respond in-an. efficient manher,— 
The whole subject, therefore, is submitted to your consideration: 

In consequence ot the difficulties growing out af the revolu- 
' tion, and the want of organization in that portion of our territory 
bordering on the Rio- Grande, our citizens; who settled and have 
contintied to reside there since 1836, have-had no opportunity of 
availing themselves of tbe various laws of the late Republic; 
granturg head-right certificates to actual settlérs.; and it would 
seem to be but au act of. justice, that-some provision should be 
made for their relief.” 'T'heir homesteads, at least, shouid at once 
be secured to them. The subject ‘svrespecttally submitted to 
your consideration. 


I would, also, recommend the- establishment. of. tribunals, for. 


tlielinvestigation of such daud titles and-cldims.as emanated from 
the: former. gavernnmiPnts bf Spain and: Mexico, .pnevions to the 
second `of Marah; 1886, and-as-are-sheld: by citizens residing in 
that part of ‘thé State bordering'on. thesame river ;.and for the 
esnfitmation of such, aststall. ori investigation, be found tobe 
equitable md just.- pie tinvestisation sol be, éonmfihed tò claites 
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Republie and State::siade the Declaration of:dudepermdemee, in 
1896, . -.- £L MUNDO ee ee 
- Phe character. óf the tribunal to..be created’ for thisiptirpose, 
and the details of the duties to be-assignéd, are subjects for pour 
consideration. The experience afforded bythe legistation of the 
General Government upon kindred subjects, in. the adjustment 
ef the land claims in Missouri, Florida‘and-other territories ac- 
quired by her, may afford you much aid in the preparation of a 

~ law suited to this snbject. ‘The course pursued by that govern- 
ment was, in the first Instance, to appoint Commissioners to in- 
vestigate the titles and claims to lands within certain defined 
boundaries or distriets—to collect all the testimony in reference 
to them, and to report the claims and the evidence adduced in 
their support, to the Secretary of the Treasury, to be laid before 
Congress; and also, to accompany their report, with a recom- 
mendation for the confirmation of such as in their opinion, were 
equitable and just. This plan certainly appeared, in theory, to 
be a wise one; but its practical operation was found to be attend- 
ed with difficulties, The reports of the Commissioners, accom- 
panied as they were, by the vast mass of testimony required to 
be seut up, were found to be too voluminous to receive such an 
examination by Congress, as would enable that body to act upon 
them apart from the recommendations, so as fo arrive at any sat- 
isfactory result ; and to avoid the difficulty, a law was passed, 
confirming all claims not exceeding a certain specified quantum 
of land, which the commissioners had recommended for confirm- 
ation, and authorizing the claimants, in all other cases, to insti- 
tute proceedings in the District Courts, for the investigation and 
establishment of their claims, aid making the decisions conclu- 
sive and final, as to the right, unless an appeal was taken to the 
Sapreme Court, where the decision was to be final. 

From the history of these proceedings, we may acquire such 
information as will enable us te avoid much of the delay and 
.expense which was neeessariby incurred in the settlement of the 
land claims ia the Territories of the United States. By estab- 
lishing the most appropriate tribunals in the first instance, and 
conferring upon them adeqhate powers for thé attainment of the 
end, we shal), at all events, avoid. the necessity which was ihere 
found to exist, of a trausfer of jurisdiction from one class tó an= 
other. Whether the District Courts, or Bohrds of Commigstoners 
to be specialky eenstiteted; be the inost appropriate, is s subject fox 
your decision; "My own mind leads etre to ihe veonehusienothiat 
boards of icommissionbrs:: will be preferable; lor the reasons that 
men; eminenthy fitted for then task; may be Selected fromrvarious 
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parts of the State to fill the boards, who will. be operated upon 
by he local or sinister influences ; whilst the Judges of the Dis- 
trict Gourts, under the contemplated chahge in the Constitution, 
will be:elécted te their offices by the very persons whose rights 
and interests are to be subjects of investigation. 

Sheuld the Legislature adopt the plan of autherizing the ap- 
pointment of commissioners for the proposed. investigation, I 
would respectfully recommend the constitution of at least two 
Boards—one to exercise jurisdiction over all the country lying 
between the Nueces and Rio Grande, and from the coast to the 
upper limits of Webb county—and tke other, over the country 
embraced above the upper line ef the county ef Webb; and that 
each Board should be required to hold its sessions in succession, 
at the various prominent places and towns within their respect- 
ive districts. l 

I cannot believe that it is necessary for me to urge before your 
honorable body the importance of this subject, er the necessity 
of immediate action upon it, further than I have done by invi- 
ting your attention particularly to it. - 

A large pertion of our population, heretofore alien to our ha- 
. bits and our laws, aad still so to our language, have, by recent 
events, been brought immediately under the jurisdiction of the 
State and its authorities. ‘This population, confiding in its cha- 
‘yacter, and disposed to rely upon your sense of justice for the 
. preservation of their rights, are, with few exceptions, not only 
willing, but anxious to be placed ih a position in which they 
can perform afl the duties of good citizens. Itis our duty to 
meet them not only as members belonging to the same political 
household, but as elder brothers, to whom the younger and wea- 
ker members of- the family look for protection and security. 

Without being particularly advised of the fact, T have undér- 
stood that the titles to a large.class of head-right claims, acquired 
«under the colonization laws, by settlers ia the eastern counties, 
have recently been questioned for a supposed want of authority 
iu the commissioners whe issued them. ` The lands covered by 
these claims have, in most imstances, been occupied and culti- 
vated for years by the claimants, under a conviction that their titles 
were perfect ; and if there be a defect in them; it is ohe against 
which they could not guard, and it should tot row be permitted to 
operàte.to their prejudice: `The attention of your honorable body 
is invited-tocanienqaity into the subject; atid'if any defects are 
found er even supposed to exist, thatithey may be remedied by 
sich -legishative duactnients as will be: dolnpétent toi shat ere, | 
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direetly to the mature consideration df:tħe Legislature; thai-ibat of 
settling, upon, æ secure and permanent basis, the land titles of the 
country ; because there is hone'other. upon: whieh: its:improve: 
ment and prosperity so- materially. depend. . Withotit this is done, 
itis in vain to expect that extensive immigration,: and: rapid’ i ln- 
crease of wealth and-population, which the: general salubrity of 
the climate, and its adaptation to the most valued products of-the 
earth, are so eminently calculated tọ invite. The unsoundness 
of Texas land titles has almost become a, by-word; and however 
little foundation there may be for the reproach, ibe injurious 
consequences resulting from it to the country, are manifest, — 
These injuries “can only be remedied by you; and D therefore 
invoke your most profound consideration to the subject. . 

By an act, approved March the 20th, 1848, the eleventh sec- 
tion of the “act su pplementary to an act to detect frauduleiit land- 
certificates, and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants,” 
approved February the 4th, 1941, was repealed. This section was 
the only law then in force which provided a tribunal for issuing 
head.xight certificates of the first class to those entitled to them. 
At the ‘time of the repeal, many cases were pending in thé Dis- 
trict Courts upon application for certificates under the provisions 
of this section. A construction; it is said, has been placed upon 
the repealing act, the effect of which will be to dismiss all the 
cases thus pending. Whatever may have been the intention of 
the Legislature in respect to the claims of others, it has as ee 
to me, that it was not contemplated that the act would apply 
suits instituted by the heirs of those who fell with Fanuin, ‘Tie. 
vis, Grant, and Johnson; or that, it was meant to deprive. them 
of their rights, and the means of obtaining them. . 

I have been led to this opinion by another act, passed at the 
same session, and approved on the second of February, 1548, the 
object of which was to enable them to establish their claims by 


. proof, which could be obtained from the archives of the late 


War Department. Thislast act would be a nullity, if the former 
was intended to apply to eases of this character; and as E cannot 
suppose that the Legislature meant to do a useles, thing, or thet 
it designed to deprive the heirs. of those who fell in their efforts 
to protect our rights, in the darkest period of our history, I must 
believe that a wrong intBrpretatidn has been put,upon the repeal- 

ing act to which I ‘have adwerted: ! T respectfully eall your. at- 
tention to the suljject, and suggest that some explanatory: MR be 


passed | at thé. present sesion «i gk ron dots Sou 


I have. been. ia formed. that but, few, Af ano: the colonists: 1n- 
troduced under tke contracts made- by the .President-of .the late 


Repüblie -witt AM. S. Peters and Cliaffés - e Leid; 
HenrysCGastro! Eisen mes: hase’ teeeived:titlés te theixita dss se 
these contracts .are!nio Jonger’in force, aud: titles’ eannbt bé:8&o- 
cuted: 15. 1hem,^Trtespeetfally : Teeomménd: tratrthe Legislature 
take isuehiaction upon the: subject: a5 maybe’ hecessary to secre: 
tothe &ettlérs their just rights. . An act, similar in its provisions 
tothe.one.approved.20th March, 1848, “for securing to the.colo- 
nists of Fisher,and Miller's colony, the lands to. which: they were 
eutitled; will, itis believed, afford-an: :adequate remédy.i c.soD 
The present revenue system, which requires taxes on: prapeity: 
to be paid in the: county where. the same is^sitüatod; or to the: 
Cómptroll&r at the-Seat of Government, acts onerously on a large 
portio ofourcitizens. f would, therefore, recommend a change 
in the present law, so as to permit individuals owning property in 
one or more counties, to render the same for assessment; and pay 
the taxes thereon, to the Assessor of the county where:they reside. 
This, it is believed, could be done under proper fegulations, and 
without detriment to the: publie revenüe.: By the Comptroller 
being. furnished with a full abstract of the landed property situ- 
ated í in each county, aud when the several county assessments 
are made to that ofücer, he could enter to the credit of each tract 
in the abstract, such payments as may have been reported to im 
froio the several counties; and if, after the receipt of the returns 
from all the countiés, and the proper entries made from the same, 
thérg was found to be any property on which taxes had not been 
paid, sale should be made of sufficient of the'same, to satisfy the 
amount of taxes found to be due. By this means; the entire 
landed property of.the State. would be assessed, and the honest 
tax-payer relleved.from the burthen imposed by the present law, 
of having to travel to the'Seat of Government to pay his quota to 
the publie support. . id. X 
Your- attention having been already directed to the constitu- 
tional provision, which requires the Legislature; as early as prac- 
tieabte, to provide for the establishment and. maintenance of free 
public schools, itis only necessary for me now toadd,Ahat whilst 
coneurring, ns I do, with the opinion expressed by- the framers of 
tte éonstitution and i by my predecessor, in the importamee of. a: 
general diffusion of knowledge among the people as.essentiak to: 
the preservation of their rights and liberties, still, J am uvable to 
perceive how:this great purpose is to be accomplished, iwibile the. 
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. poses desighed, as it is id rin a country where lands inre so abun- 


dant aud cheap, to think . of realizing’ from: theim by:beases.. A 
sound and practical. policy would seem to dictate, thata portion 
of thera’ be sold upon such terms as the Legislature may prescribes: 
fixing a minimum value, and not permitting any portion of them 
to be disposed of at a less price than the value thus affixed on it. 
- Ia this way a fund might be created, which, in addition to that. 
resulting from the ten per cent, of the annual revenue from taxa-. 
tion, would at once put it into the power-of the Legislature to 
establish free schools upon a footing which would be -creditable 
to.the State, and beneficial to its rising generation. 

Another reason of more importance exists, which dictates the 
propriety of selling a portion of these lands. Large bodies are 
located in severak counties, and, by their reservation from sale, 
they must for years to come, remain without settlement and popu- 
lation. ‘his is doing manifest injury to those counties, and 
should be remedied, if possible. 

At present, however, the Legislature can afferd no remedy as 
it has no power to bring them into market; but it is stibmitted to 
your consideration, whether it would not be proper to-propose to 
the people an amendment of the constitution, in this respect, 
with a view, both tothe creation of a fund adequate to the pur- 
poses of education, and to the relief of the counties in which 
they are thus situated. 

The sum in the Treasury, derived from the ten per cent. onthe 
revenue raised by taxation, is $26,660 70. This sum, in my 
judgment, would be wholly lost if distributed at this time among 
the various counties." It would be too inconsiderable, when thus 
divided, tosubserve any beneficial purpose in accomplishing the. 
objects to which it is intended to be applied; and yet it is to be; 
regretted, that it must lie idle and unproductive in the Treasury. 
To convert it by loan or otherwise, into some profitable stock, 
bearing interest, until the amount shall be sufficient to authorize 
its useful employment in the way designed, would be, in my 
opinion, a wise course; butthis, like a sale of the lands, is inhib- 
ited, by the constitution. Whether or not it would.be proper to 
embrace this subject, in any proposition which might be made to 
the people for an alteration of that instrument, is also submitted 
for your consideration. | ) 

There is another subject which 1 catnet overlook in making 


. this communication to you, without a vielation ‘of my-own sense: 


of right. I allude to the claims. which. the officer and seamen: 
of the late Texas nawy;.juatly lave upoe the Govetnmentef the 
United States; growing owt of thesainexation resol ttiowsy! ts 
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.r Bn the terms of that compact, Texa® was required to.cede to 
the United States, “all publie edifices, fortifications, barracks, 
ports and harbors, navy. and. navy yards, docks, magazines, arms 
aad.armaments ; and all other property and-means pertaining to: 
the public defence, belonging to the.said Republic of "l'exas,". : , 
. * Kis contendéd by many, and with mach appearance of reason, 

that the term “navy,” as used in the above recited clause, was 
iutended:to include,and does include, not only the vessels. of 
war belonging to Texas, at the time the same were ceded, but 
also, the officers and men then in commission and employed on 
such yesséls—-that the proper meaning of the term, as-established 
by general usage, and-as used in the Constitution of the United 
States and various acts of Congress, comprehends both ships and 
ien, and thérefore, that the contracting parties must be presumed 
to have used it in that sense. If this position be correct, or if the 
officers and men in.the Texas navy can be properly regarded as 
one of the “means pertaining fo the publie defence of Texas,” 
eontemplated by the joint resolutions, then itis clear, that in ei- 
ther event, a legal obligation was thereby imposed on the Go- 
vernnfent of the United States, to incorporate.such officers and 
men, with her own havy. — Do i 
. But, however little may be the weight to whieh arguments, in 
support of this position, may be entitled ina legal point of view, 
no one, it seems to. me, can doubt that a moral obligation exists 
on the part of the Government of the United States, to make a 
Just provision for the officers in question. 

' In requiring the cession of the navy, as one of the conditions 
of her admission into the Union, the United States placed 1t be-' 
yond the power of Texas to continue these officers longer in ser- 
vice. As a.State of thé Union, she no longer possesses the right 
or power to keep and maintain a navy. > 

It is not to be supposed that Texas, in agreeing to make this 

cession, intended of expected that the gallant. officers.of ber na- 
vy, who had dene so much to secure and maintain her indepen- 
dence, and to elevate the character of their'country at home and 
abroad, were to be put on shore, deprived of their. eommissions 
and of:the means of earning an honorable livelihood by their 
profession. 'T'o.presume this, would be to charge her with the. 
gtossest. injusticeand ingratitude. But 'l'exas did expect. that. 
the Waited States,would not permit these.offieers to suffer by the. 
transfer of her navy. "That in receiving the vessels, she would 
alsosseceise the officers, and provide forthe man; attached to the 
Saale j-ANd iin, justisa ohe Ge vornment-ofithe TaigadeStaies, 1- 
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“But there’ is ‘ahother view of thé! ‘bubjéct, debived' frónithe ` ei 
lative’ condition: of the two coftrácitag parties; which Müry d 
«imatibn; places the equitable claimg-of these individuals ‘ow still 
higherground.:; ; The: proposition for anneyatidit proceeded {ram 
the United States te Texas. Froma ‘wealthy: and powerful na- 
ton to one comparatively -poor and’. weak... It came;.tboj; from: 
our “father-land,” and was naturally regarded by the people of 
Texas in’ the light of an invitation from i a parent.to a. ecbhiid, to 
become once more an inmate. of the family. lt is'true, 1 that 
some of the conditions attending the overture; were justly regard- 
ed .as hard, and had they been "offered by another Government, 
would most certainly have been rejected, But the attachment 
felt by the people of Texas for the land oftheir birth, their pride 
in its institutians: and their confidence in the justice ofthe Go- 
vernment caused them to accept the same without hesitntian.—. 
This they did with the full belief and a confiding trust, that, what-: 
ever of hardships or injustice was contained iu | these. conditions, 
would either not be insisted on, or would be greatly ameliorated, 
by a generous and liberal constnielion of them. Such a cop- 
struction, it is bel is yave the right to claim as regards the 
condition, above all others, which required the cession of our 
navy. , 

There is another class of our citizens who have cl aims upon 
the generosity of the Union. I refer to those who,: prior. to 
annexation, were disabled in tlie military service of ‘Texas, and 


are now unable to earn a livelihood by their own exertions, Jus- 


tice would seem to require that the Federal Govérument shóu]d. 
place such persons upon her pension list, 

If that Government regarded the annexation of Texas of so. 
much importance, it surely ought, after the consumtnation of the 
measure, make próvision for thdse who were disabled án their 
exertions, whilst achieving its independenc&, ^ "' J 

"The sacrifice of blood is surely dis richest offering: that! tHe 
patriot can make, and it is enhanced: wien’ ttis made, hot for 
'T'exas only, but for liberty and mankind. ‘The btivest’ inen ‘are’ 
ennobled ‘and made more patriotie by the benifidenteé ‘ind kitä 
ness ofa good. government. Patétnal tendernéss ‘begets ALA de... 
votion —ution, harmony; ahd strength is the’ happy Tdi aide 
this, after all; constitittes the séven ‘fold sie" ‘of vey tbHedet fréa 
doin. ey p.t dt aU, vpn nir buon 
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Those who Were. disabled during the, Revolution of. Ln ean: 
not claim, directly to. have been.thüs engaged ; but.as the result 
of thgir-serwices and sacrifices. has, enured. tos e. bene iof the 
Union, by adding.to it another. State, the Aeserument of that 
‘Union ought, in, justice, to make ‘suitable provisions for them.— 
Although ihe annexation of Texas, to.the United States was an 
anomaly in the history of nations, some analogy may be found 
to it; in the voluntary.union of the sovereign and independent 
States, under the present Constitution of the, United. States. By 
reference.to the acts of Congress, it will be seen that very early 
after that Union.was consummated, laws were passed froni fime 
to time, assumibg the payment of. all. such pensions as had been 
paid by. the States ‘to their. rerpective citizens, prior to the act of 
Union. And in 1808, Congress authorized all who then. remained 
on the pension list of any State, to be placed on the pension. list of 


the United States, whether such persons had served in the land ` 


or sea service of the United States, or of any particular State. 

The action of. Congress, then, in behalf of citizehs of differ- 
ent States, disabled in the war of the Revolution, prior to the 
Union,. affords, perhaps, sufficient precedent to justify the same 
action in regard to the soldiers and seamen of Texas, prior to 
annexation. When it is considered, too, that ‘Texas, by the act 
of annexation, was’ deprived of her revenues arising from her 
customs; from which-source she might have been enabled to pro- 
vide for her ‘invalid soldiers and “sailors, an additional reason 
will be seen why the General Government should do so. 

Believing: that the claims of this class of -her citizens will re- 
eoramend themselves strongly to the enlightened sense of justice 
of that Government, I respectfully suggest that you will take 
such steps as you may deem most suitable, in. order to have the 
subject presented to the Congress of the United States. 

. I respectfully invite.the Legislature to a consideration. of the 
propriety of makiñg some provision for those who were engaged 
in.the Santa Fe expedition of 1841, The. history of that expe- 
dition needs, no:explanation from me. {t forms:a prominent. fea- 
tire inthe. history of the times, when it occurred, and is. Jamiliar 
£o all... The persons engaged. in it were jnfluented by as. pure a 
patriotism; and -as fervent a. desire. AO: pdyaner the best interest of 
sheesh typ els byny mpo,periled .their Jives and for- 
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tinder the command of Gn. Somervell; in 1843, ahd with those 
who participated in the secorid Santa Fe expedition. wader the 
direction of Col. Stivell. * "Nor is there any, why‘'the’ claims of 
ull of them should riot be admitted in the ascertainment of the 
liabilities incurred by the late Republie. "Though their efforts 
resulted. in defeat and. misfortüne, they were, nevertheless, the 
efforts. of patriotic and chivalrous men, who never looked to the 
hazard incurred by themselves, when their country or its autho- 
rities asked for their aid. 4 l 2E 
. The unfortunate subject of slavery, now so greatly disturbing 
many portions of the Union; has assumed an importanée, which 
Seems to call for a strong and unequivocal expression of opinion 
from those most likely to be directly affected by it. The prin- 
ciples involved in this question, are as vitally important to Texas 
as to any other State of the Union. Her jüxtuposition to the 
Mexican. Republic, without the necessary guards which should 
have been thrown around her by the United States in the láte 
treaty with that power, places the citizens,in regard to their slaves, 
always in jeopardy. Superadded to this, ber geographical position. 
to. the immense Californian region, now:elaiming admission as & 
member of the Union, with anti-slavery doctrines, makes it im- 
peiious that she should define her proper position and defend her- 
self, as. many of her sister States are now doing, against all en- 
croachments upon her constitutional rights, as she Honestly be» 
lieves them to exist. ‘There are yet other political consideras 
tions why the State should at once assume tlie position which. 
she must ultimately maintain, and I present.the 'sübject to your: 
honorable bedy in order^to elicit an expression for the Staie, 
which, I féel assured, will be worthy of all commendatiom.. 

This important. subject has awakened apprehension and. 
anxiety on the part of the citizens of the State, 1a which the- 
institution exists, because the opinions actively disseminated are 
adverse to their rights as guaranteed by the constitution. Wher 
first promulgated, the authors of those opinions claimed for them 
only the merit of being abstraet moral sentiments as applicable 
to natural rights, disclaiming any intention or desire of eheroacht 
ment or interference with the rights of the citizens of any State 
of the Union, in respect to stave property. They fiáàvej however, 
rapidly increased in numbers‘ and boldiess, afd iu proportion tò 
their increase of numbers, has pelti arecklegs ‘developmeriperf a 

ertinacious determiliation’' to: émbátráss We ‘portion ofthe 
Paion nm éxerdise’of a Sedtived® By e orstiütiarb cot 
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recent y:tirown off.as nd longer necessáry, and anti-slavery: sen- 
timents have:assumed:the form of distinet political: propesitions. 
They. areinew:twged with a geal and constaney inithe. national 
councils, .whieh. leave the South nothing, to hepe:from a reliance 
on the justice anit magnanwnity of their: deluded advocates. 
The watch-word of this political party is free-soilism, which em- 
braces, in its. principles, the practical application of anti-slavery 
doctrines; It is no want of charity to say after -the develop.. 
ments which adimit of no disguise, that the party regards. the 
trinmph of their. views as more important than the perpetuity of 
the Union; and this is said more in sorrow than in anger. 8o- 
eiál as well.as political rights must be surrendered -when they 
claim and. establish for Congress the power to prohibit slavery in 
the territories of the United States. If this principle shall ob- 
tain, the legal rights and domestic tranquility of the South will 
be in jeopardy, and that by the assumption of power by the Fede- 
, fal Government, ND 
The States in which the institution exists, contest directly the 
right, moral or constitutional ; and the issue-is distinctly made : 
Will the General Government, which islooked to as the common 


guardian of the Union, fail to-deal ont equal and exact justice to. 


all? Recent developments are calculated to excite the apprehen- 
sions of just men,who look to theissue with great anxiety, becayse 
it involves the tranquility of the Union, that the, power which has 
béen vested in Congress, for the regulation and disposition of 
public property, is attempted to be used te prohibit to individual 
citizens the unrestricted use of private property. : 
~ Texas occupies, in refereriee to this subject, an interesting po- 
sittamin the American Union. ,'T'he large extent ofterritory em- 
braced by her boundaries, a great portion ef which is eminently 
adapted to the culture of sugar and cotton, (and in this respect, 
perhaps, superior to any other portion of North America;) will 
insure to ‘her, at no distant day, a very large slave population— 
itis already very considerable—and is destined to be, in all pro« 
bability, larger than that ofany of her sister States, She is, then; 
not only as nearly concerned as any other.slave:holding.Staté. im 
ptotecting and preserving the constitutional rights:of her citizens 
to,their property‘in slaves, but her contiguity te a foreign góvetn- 
ment, whose prejudices are known to be arrayed againsbewbün: 
stitu&ion;iof;slayery, admonishes us that: we present. dn:iuwiting 
fi&ld {on political incendiaries, whose temerity will be beigkitengd 
byoevery dct«of aggréssion to. which we tamely :S(lbmitingiom 
Which, we passively aodniesédi:ic T candoticonenravith titse oie 
tegard thisebjectionrtothis exercise: bf power By Congresses assan 
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abstraction id zespact to territory; in which, from »plrgsidak causes, 
we cannot faifly:suppose that Slavery would, underany eircüm- 
stances, exist,': ^Phe.climate and preductions-of'a territory, or ifs 
adaptation to; a particular species of industry,.can’ in, no way 
change or modify the power of Congress over it." It isa question 
of power, and:not of expediency. . If the power exists: we cannot 
complain ofits exercise. , If it does not exist, it is both our inter- 


-est and our duty.to protest against it; for althongh in a given case, 


no iojury might result to the.citizens: of the: térritory, the provis- 
ions being in accordance with their own views and feelings, yet 
it is Impossible to foresee.the amount of evil, that might flow from 
it. The principle, once established, that Congress may rightfully 
exercise the power, its application would, at some future day; be 
made when opposition might then be too late. The question of 
power would be considered as settled, and a' precedent establish- 
ed, for the future action of the government, behind which, a.ma- 
jority in Congress, in opposition to Southern interests, would 


. néver look, ° y 


: I deem it not improper or unbecoming in a State of the Union, 
to give an expression upon the constitutionality of a power pro- 
posed ‘to be exercised hy Congress, although it might not be cal- 
culated to affect her interests prejudicially ; but when its certain 
effects would be to deprive her citizens directly, of high and im- 
portant privileges, intended to be secured by.the constitution, and 
io weaken the guarantees intended, by that instrument, to be 
thrown around their property, the right then bec6mes merged.ia 
asolemn duty. . : XP . 

It is also necessary that the State should, at-this time, define 
clearly the position she assumes, and will maintain upon-the 
slavery question, in order that in time to come, she may not have 
her internal and domestie quiet disturbed by those who may be- 
come citizens. A firm and manly stand in  regard.to our institu: 
tions, present and prospectively, may save us from future dissen- 
sions. - The braad and rich bosom of the country is now.attract- 
ing the attention of the world, and emigrants from all tlie States; 
and various quarters of the globe, will seek their homes amongst 
us, and, with. a proper intelligence of our true position; any estab, 
lished prejudices which they may entertain will at once be:Sur- 
rendered. i CA IRL ee GEFA CM 
: S:By.vigilance in this measure: we will,at least, -convincéi our 
opponents, thht-yee doc mot deem the subject unimportantior sub: 
ordinate, :. We eannot tell whew the praetical «vils-of the mond 
stious -dextriness whichidhey: Yould-infict yupon-ais, mayicoin: 
mencenponiobr Stateyon whatitheir. cobsumation; ‘andiwe hard 
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the most solemn monitions from high sources, of the immediate 
necessity of prompt, united, harmonious action. 

With duedeference to the wisdom and intelligence of your hon- 
orable body for a proper direction of this subject; E. respectfully. 
recommend the passage of fif but temperate resolves, similar in 
character and principle, to those unanimously adopted by the 
General Assembly of Virginia, on the 8th day of March, 1847. 

There are, doubtless, other subjects deeply interesting to the 
State’s advancement not adverted to in this communication, and 
it is anticipated. that the collective wisdom and intelligence 

-of your honorable body will readily perceive and promptly sup- 
- ply the deficiency. 

I shall most cheerfully give to the honorable Legislature my 
hearty co-operation in such measures as they-may adopt for the 
benefit of the State; and trusting that your deliberations may be 
signally characterised as wise, prudent and dispassionate, I 
have only to congratulate you on the abundant Cause we have ta 
render sincere thanks to the Supreme Being, for the preservation 
of the health of our iellow-citizens—the abundance with which 
he has crowned their efforts during the past year, and the anima- 
ting appearance of increasing prosperity for our young and 
growing State. P. H. BELL. 


On motion of Mr. Gillet, 1,000 copies were ordered to be print- * 


ed. 
` Mr. Winfield moved to amend, by inserting “500 copies in the 

Spanish language." . 

Mr. Crump of Bexar, moved to amend, by inserting “500 co- 
pies in the German language ” ; lost. 

Mr. Runnels moed 500 copies ; lost. 

Mr. Stapp moved to amend, by inserting “250 copies in the 
German language ” ; lost. 

Question on the adoption of Mr. Winfield’s amendment was 
taken and carried. 

Mr. Lewis offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's message as relates 
to the boundary of the State and County of Santa Fe, be refer- 


red to the committee on Federal Relations ; 80 much thereof as » 


, relates to a national rail-road, be referred to the committee on Ia- 

ternal Improvements ;.so much thereof as relates to our Indian 

policy, be teferred to the committee on Indian Affairs ; that which 

relates to the adjustment of land titles west of the Nueces, and 

the modification or'the repeal of the 11th section of the law of 

the Ath of February, 1841, to the committee on the Judiciary ; 
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that portion which proposes a.change in the tax law, t» the com- 
mittee on Finance ; that portion which relates to education, to the 
committee on Education ; that portion which relates to the navy 
of the late Republic, and that which relates to slavery, to the 
committee on State Affairs ; that pion which relates to pensions 
to those engaged in the late revolution ahd the members of the 
Santa F'é expedition, to the committee on Military Affairs; that 
portion which relates to the perfecting land titles to séttlers -un- 
der the colonization contracts, and settlers on titles issued by vir- 
tue of the colonization laws of Mexico, to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. l 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend, by inserting: “that so much of 
the Governor's message as relates to Santa Fé, be referred to the 
Joint Select committee to whom has been referred other matters 
appertaining to Santa Fé” ; adopted. 

Mr. Bee moved to amend, that that portion of the Governor's 
message relativ to quieting the land titles west of the Nueces, 
be referred to a Joint committee to be composed of three members 
from the House and two from the Senate ; adopted. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Bee, Williams and Jowers sai 
committee on part of the House.. . 

Mr. Seott introduced a joint resolution for the protection of 
meehanical workmen, laborers and others ; read first time. 

Mr. Bogart moved the House adjourn until half past 9 o'clock 
to-morrow morning ; lost. 

Mr. Runnels moved to take a recess until half past 6 o'clock 
p. m. ; carried. 


E 


PE 


Half past 6 P. M. 

Recess expired —roll called—-quorum presént. 

A bill to be entitled an act to secure to all actual settlers with- 
in the limits of the colony grant to Peters and others, commonly 
known as Peters! colony, the lands to which they are entitled as 
colonists, with report and substitute from committee ; read second 
time. : 

Mr. Bogart offered an amendment to the substitute. 

Mr. Wilson moved to amend Mr. Bogart's amendment to the 
substitute, by striking out “court,” and insertng “commissioner” ; 
adopted. 

Mr. Tarrant offered an amendment to the 13th'section, “and 
the town of Waxahachie in the county of Ellis” after Alton ; 
adopted. ' i 

Question on Mr. Bogarts amendment was taken and carried. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, was ordered to be engrossed. - 
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Mi. Cochrani moved. a suspension of. thé pure to pose the bill 


ona third reading; lost. : 


Joint resolution on: slavery ; read. sasha time. .On thotion of 
Mr. Wilson, was referred to a Select committee-of five. — . 

Whereupan the chair appÉinted Messrs. Wilson, Bryan, Jow-. 
ers, 'l'aylor and Bee said committee. 

Report of Military committee on the petition of Lieut Col. F.. 
J. Von Kirchajn ; report adopted and petition rejected. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the estate of Lieut: ansing 
deceased ; read second time, and, on motion of. Mr. Fields, ordered. 
to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish:the Rio Grande Railwa 
and Turnpike Company ; read second time. On motion of Mà 
Winfield, was read by its caption, and; on mation, was referred to. 
the committee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to be: entitled an act to-amend-the charter of the town 
of Goliad ; read second time. On.motion of Mr. Bee, was.read 
by its caption, and, on motion, was referred to the committee on 
County Boundaries;. 

Resolution relative to:the-two Houses adj journing sine die.on. 
the 31st of January next, was taken up ad rejected: 

A Dill to- be entitled an act to locate permanently the county: 
seat of the county of Henderson, with.an amendment from com- 
mittee; 

Mr. Lott moved:to amend;. by inserting “first Monday in May, 
or as soon thereafter as they may have knowledge of the passage, 
of this act"; amendment adopted, . 

Bill read.second time, and, on motion of Mr. Lott, was.ordered: 
to be engrossed. 

An act for the-relief of the heirs of: those who- fell with Fan- 
nin, Ward, 'Travis, Grant and Johnsen, during the war with 
Mexico in 1836 ; on motion of Mr. Crump of Bexar, was order- 
ed to be engrossed. 

A communication was addressed to the Speaker of the House 
of Rep eens) which was opened and the following resolur 
tion read : 


Resolved, That the Standing cinis of the Senate to exa- 
mine the offices of 'T'reasurer and Comptroller of Publie Accounts, 
be, and they are hereby, required to ascertain and report to this 
Legislature the amount of money received.by the Comptroller 
and paid out by the Treasurer; the amount of money paid in 
and now due from assessors and collectors and other SOUTCES ; 
the.amotmt received from the various. custom-house collectors 
since the organization of this State government, which was-due 
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under the Republic of Texas ; the amount now due, and if any, 
why the same has not been collected, and that they have power 
to send for persans and papers, and to commission individuals in 
any county in this State to take the testimony of witnesses.which 


- they may deem necessary to, or feuching any of the foregoing 


enquiries. , 

Resolved. further, That the House of Representatives be re- 
quested to.appoint a similar committee with like powers to act in 
conjunction with such committee. i 

Messrs. Ward and Parker were appointed a committee on part 
of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House appointed Messrs, 
McKinney, Crump of Bexar, and Dickson on part of the House. 

* On motion of Mr. McKinney, the resolution offered in this 
House conflicting with the resolution from the Senate was re- 
scinded. , . 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to organize the Supreme 
Court of.the State of 'T'exas —report of committee with a sub- 
stitute : i 

Mr. Fields offered a substitute to the substitute. 

Mr. Taylor moved the substitute be laid on the table ; lost. 

Mr. Wilson moved the bill and substitute be laid on the table. 

-Mr. Holland moved a division of the question ; lost. 

The yeas and nays being called for on Mr. Wilson's motion, 

' resulted as follows: 
Yeas: Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Charlton, Clements, Crump of 
Bexar, Gillet, Lewis, McKinney, Milliean, Reynolds, Scott, Shaw, 
Stapp, Tarrant, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—17. 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Clough, Cochran, Dickson, 
Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, 
‘Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Pace, Polk, Runnels, Selman, Smith of 
Red River, Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Taylor, Whittlesey and 
Wren—23. i 

House refused to lay the bill and substitute on the table. 

Mr. Lewis moved to amend the substitute to the substitute, by 
striking out “ Austin” and inserting “San Antonio.” 

Mr. Runnels moved the previous question ; lost. 

Question on Mr. Lewis’ amendment—amendment adopted. 

Mr. Reynolds offered an amendment, by striking out “ Hunts- 
ville,” and inserting “ Houston.” . 

. On motion of My. Clough, bill and substitute were laid on the 
fable until Monday 31st December. 

Mr. Winfield, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
changing the name of George North to George Dotglass Bige- 
low-; read. first time. 2 
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Mr. Williams presented the petitioa of Messrs. Webb and Du- 
val, and, on motion of Mr. Williams, was referred to the Judici- 
ary-committee. l u l 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the ‘House adjoüiüed until half 
past 9 o'clock to-morrow moring. . l 


1 a 


Austin, December 27th, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Bryan presented a ‘petition from William Maner of Bra- 
zoria county ; on motion of Mr. Bryan, was referred to the Fi- 
nance committee. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, a re-consideration of the vote was 
taken on the resolution offered on yesterday prohibiting dancing, 
etc., in the Representative Hall. 

Mr. Williains, one of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following reports : 


Commirrer Room, Dec. 27, 1849. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, E 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to grant the land titles in that portion of the State bordering on 
the Rio Grande, herewith report the same back to the House 
without action, and recommend its reference to the Select com- 
mittee, to whom that portion of the Governor's message touching 
this subject was referred, etc. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. Pon ° 
CommITTEE Room, Dec. 27, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, i 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to change the time of holding courts in a 
part of the 4th Judicial District, have had the same under con. 
sideration, and instruct me to report the same back to the House 
without amendment and recommend its passage. 

‘Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 


day. 
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COMMITTEE Reom, December 27, 1849. 
Hon. C.'G. KEENAN, ae: 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
-The committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act for the relief-of Washington H. Secrest, have 
had the same under consideration, and find from abundant testi- 
mony adduced, that said Secrest was among the very first to 
volunteer in the cause of Texas, in 1835, and during the cam- 
paign of 1836 rendered as good and efficient service to the Re- 
puble of Texas as any volunteer in the field, and thereby be- 
came justly entitled to participate in and enjoy a portion of the 
Soil rescued from Mexican misrule by his valor that -he is legal- 
ly entitled to one league and labor of land under the constitution 
and laws of the late Republic of Texas, and has never received 
the same.; the committee therefore, instruct me to report the bill 
back to the -Heuse without amendment, and recommend its 
passage, 
Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 


day. 
CowwirTEE Room, Dec. 27, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives.: 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to provide for issuing duplicate evidences 
of indebtedness of the late Republic of Texas in ‘certain cases, to- 
gether with the petition, evidence, etc., of S.'G. Newton, have 
had the same under consideration, and consider it more expedient 
to report a special bill for the relief of said Newton, and óthers, 
than to recommend the passage of (he bill referred ; the commit- 
tee have, therefore, instrueted me to report herewith a substitute 
for said bill, and recommend its passage. ` 
An act for the relief of Samuel G. Newton & Co., and Tilly 


' “and Huit ; read first time. 


Report, substitute and bill received, to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the Finance committee, gave notice 
that he had prepared a bill on the appropriation, and would re- 
porton to-morrow. 

Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Education, made the 
following report : : 
CowMrrrEE Room, Dec. 26, 1849.’ 
To the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, e me 
l Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred the sev- 
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eral bills named: belew; have instructed me to report them back 
to the House, and recommend the passage of each bill with the 
amendments attached to them, to wit : M 
An act to establish and incorporate a Literary Institute under 
the supervision and control ofthe Eastern Texas Annual Confer- 
ence, located-at or near the town of Henderson in this State ; 
amend the same by striking out sections “14, 18 and 19;” also, ` 
strike out after the first section, the words “be it further enacted,” 
wherever they oceur; also an act to amend an act to incorporate 
the Mount Vernon Maleand Female Academy; amend the same by 
adding to section “second” the words “provided said property 
shall not exceed in amount thirtythousand dollars" ; also, an act 
supplementary to an act entitled an act to exempt buildings and 
grounds designed and used for purposes of education or public 
worship from taxation; all of which is submitted. for the action 
-of the House. ] 
Report, bills and amendments received, to come up among the 
orders of the day. 
CowwrrTEE Room, December 26th, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, - ; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Education, to whom was referred an act te 
amend an act to incorporate Baylor University, have had the same 
under consideration, and instruct me to report the same back to 
the House, and recommend its passage; all of which is respect- 
fully submitted. , , 
: Report and -bill received -to come up among the orders of the 
ay. : 
Mr. Stapp, one of the committee on Private Land Claims, made 
the following report: 
COMMITTEE Room, December 26, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, , 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Private Land Claims to whom was refer- 
red the petition for the relief of the heirs of William S. Tuten ; 
have had the samé under consideration, and find from the evi- 
` - dence introduced, that Wm. S. Tuten entered the service of the 
late Republic of Texas, as a volunteer on the 7th of May, 1836; 
that before leaving the said service and dtiring the same year he 
died, that under the existing laws of the State, his heirs are justly 
entitled to one third ofa league of land, and that there is no exjst- 
ing metliod,:by whieh those rights can be seeured ; your commit- 
ted hawe-thetefore instructed meto report'the accompanying joint 
résolution for'thel# relief; and Yecommend its passage: 
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Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Wm. S. Tuten; 
read first time. 
_ Report and joint resolution received, to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. — : 
Mr. Bee, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, made 
the following report : 
; CommıTTEE, Room, Dec. 26, .1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a peti- 
tion from the citizens of Rusk and Smith counties, praying the 
Legislature to cancel the location of leagues No. 1, 2 and 3, uni- 


-versity land, have had the same under consideration, and ask 


leave to report: that from the evidence adduced in connection 
with many vouchers, they find that the field notes of said surveys 
came to the Land Office during the year 1848, purporting to 
have been surveyed in the year 1839, without the certificate of 
any county or district surveyor, showing a record of the same ; 
the Commissioner accordingly sent the field notes to the respec- 
tive counties where the-land was located for record they were not 
received for the reason that the land in controversy had been sur- 
veyed, returned and recorded in the counties, and many of the 
surveys patented. * 

Your committee ascertains that the reason why said field notes 
were not recorded in the counties and returned to the General 
Land Office in proper time, was that the Republie of Texas fail- 
ed to make an appropriation to pay for surveying the same. 


. Your committee is satisfied, that the University can never re-- 


alize any benefit from said locations; they, therefore, instruct me 
to report the accompanying preamble and joint resolution, and 
recommend their passage: 

Whereas, By an act entitled an act appropriating certain lands 
for the establishment of a general system of education, approved 
January 26, 1839, etg; read first time. i 

Report and joint resolution received, to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. : 

Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County Bounda- 


- ries, made the following report: 


Committee Room, December 27, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G, KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
The committee on : County and County Boundaries,to. whom 
was referred an, act to create.the county of Wood, have. had the 
same under consideration, and instruct me to report.it back. with, 
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out amendment, and recommend its passage; they have also ex- 
amined a bill to be entitled an act to organize the county of Ellis, 
and instruct me to effer an additional section as an amendment 
to the bill, and respectfully recommend the saxie fo the favorable 
consideration of the House. ` - ME 
Section 9. Be it further enacted. That all administrators or 
administratrices residing within the limits of Ellis county, in case 
the succession was opened in the county of Navarro; should as 
soon as the county court of Ellis is organized have the right to 
remove all papers and documents which belong to estates where- 
in there are administrators or administratrices, and file them in 


the county court of Ellis county, together with a copy of all the ' 


proceedings had thereon, aud the administration shall be carried 
on in the county of Ellis, under the same rules and regulations, 
as required if the administration had been continued in the conn- 
ty of Navarro. And it shall be the duty of the clerk of the coun- 
ty court of Navarro to make out under the seal of his office, for 
which he shall réceive the legal fee for such services, a transcript 
of all the proceedings of such ad.ninistrations to be returned, and 
deliverthe same to such administratorsor administratrices,together 
with.all original papers; provided, however, that the clerk shall 
not he compelled to make out such transcript and papers, until 
all fees are paid, by said administrators or administratrices. 

Report, bills and amendment received, to come up among the 
orders of the day. 
^ Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, made the following report : , 

l ,Commirres Room, December 26, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, I 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was refer- 
red a joint resolution giving the consent of the State of Texas, 
and requesting the State of Louisiana to pasa law having for its 
object the permanent removal of the obstructions to the navigation 
of Red River, have had the same under consideration, and a ma- 
jority of said committee have instructed me to report the same 
back to the House with an additional section, and recommend its 
passage; all.of which is respectfully submitted. 

Section 2, Be it further resolved, That his Excellency the 
Governpr, be requested to forward.a copy-ef this resolution to the 
Governor of the State of Louisiana as soon.as practicable. — . 

Repost, ad, joint. xesolution..xeceived, te ome up among the 
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Commirrrs Room, Dec. 26th, 1849. 


'To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN; 


: Wpeaker ef the House of Representatives: =< 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was refer-. 
red the Senate’s bill on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, have had the’ 
same under consideration, and a majority of said committee have 
instructed me to report the bill back with the following amend- 
ment: strike out all after the;word “assess” in the 2nd line of the 
ÍSth section, and insert “to be taxed at-the discretion of the said 
county courts," and recommend its passage; all of which is re- 
spectfully submitted. 

Report and bill‘received, to:come up among the orders of the 
day. fe 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the‘committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

‘ComMMITTEE Room, December 27, 1849. 
To the Hon. C.'G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act for the relief of tire heirs of Geo. W. Manie; also, 
a joint resolution for therelief of Benj. F. Fry, and find:the same 
correctly engrossed ; report accepted. : 

A message -was -received from the Senate threugh their Secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of a‘bill originating in 
the Senate, entitled an act for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s 
eolony. i 

A bill making an appropriation to defray the expense incurred 
in publishing the proposed amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Scott, one of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the fol- 
lowing report: ` ` - 

CowurrTEE Room, Dec. 27th, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. Kernan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee ow Enrolled Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled-an act to provide for the permanent location of the seat 
of justice of Cass-county, and find the same correctly -enroHed, 
and have this day transmitted thesameto'his E&celleney the Go- 
vernor, for his signature; report. accepted. 

Mr. Dickson, chairman ofthe Select committee, made the fol- 
lowing report? ` 

CowMiTTEE Room, December 27th, 1849. 

To the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, ps - 2 e 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : +! 

Your committee to whom was referred a bill forthe: teliet-of 


- 
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Hick Hope, have'ekarfined the same; and being satisfied that 
a bill differing somewliat in'its'chatacter will meet the exigencies 
of thé case, beg leave to'report back to the House the dccompany- 
ing substitute, and recommend its passage. — 777 a 

A bill for the-relief of persons therein named ; read first time. 
Report and.bill received, ‘to -come up among ‘the orders of the 
dav. : i f a? 

Mr. Bryan offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Speaker shall furnish the Governor, 
through the chief elefk, with a copy-of rules Wo. 6, 7, 8,9 and 
10, of the joint rules of the two Houses ; the Speaker shall certify 
to'the correctness of said copy; adopted. 

Mr. Shaw ‘introduced a bill to be entitled an act to prevent 
slaves, free negroes, or mulattoes from carrying weapons without 
leave; read first'time. i 

Mr. Dickson introduced an :act to make-valid to the heirs of 
deceased persons, patents issued for land after their demise’; read 
first time. j : 

Mr. Bogart offered the following resolution ` 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's message as relates 
to the amendment of the constitution, and sale of seminary lands, 
be referred to the committee on State Affairs, and that they report 
by bill or otherwise at as early a day as practicable; adopted. 

Mr. Smith of Red River, introduced an act entitled an aet to 
amend the Ist section of an act entitled an act to regulate the- 
license and practice of attorneys and counsellors at law, approved 
12th of May, A. D. 1846; read first time. : 

Mr. Lloyd offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this House will receive no new business for 
legislative action after the 10th day of January next, unless by 
consent of three-fourths of the members of this House. 

Mr. Taylor offered the follewing'as a substitute : 

Resolved, That no more ‘new business shall be received into 
. the House from and after the 10th day of January proximo, un- 
less by a vote of two-thirds of the members. 

The original and substitute laid on the table one day for con- 
sideration. 

Mr. Gillet offered the following joint resolution, requesting our 
Senatots: and -Representatives in the United States Congress to 
procure, at as early a day as possible, the passage of a law autho- 
rizing the Governor of: the State of Texas to call into the United 
States service'a reziment-of mounted volunteers ; read first time.’ 

On motion of -Mr. Jowers; Hon. Mr. Bogart was added: to the 
cónitflitee oF State Affairs. ~ ->o 17 LAM 
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Mr. MeKinney introduced an net for the relief of Wm. Me- 


Masters, late Sheriff of -Brazoria county ; read first time. 


Mr. Johnson introduced a bill to be entitled an act to authorize - 
and require the Commissioner of the General Land Office to is- 
sue to George Washington Sheek a certificate for three hundred 
and twenty acres of land ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the business on the Speaker's lanie 
and orders of the day were taken up. 


ORDERS OF THE. DAY. 


An act to amend the first section of an act concerning runa- 
way slaves, approved January 27th, 1844—Senate’s bili; read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, an act granting a charter to the 
Galveston aad Brazos Navigation Company was taken up, and 
referred to a Special committee, consisting of Messrs. McKinney, 
Bryan, Reynolds, Wilson and Dickson. 

An act to prescribe the mode of adoption—Senate’s bill; read 
first time. 

An act to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue patents on land claims located in three 
surveys in certain cases—Senate’s bill; read first time. 

A bill to amend an act regulating attachments, approved 11th 


- March, 1848— Senate's bill 7 read first time. 


An act supplementary to an act to incorporate Austin College, 
approved November, —, 1849—Senate’s bill; read first time. 
An act to incorporate the Bexar Manufacturing Compan y=—Se- 


- nate’s bill; read first time. , 


An act to incor porate the town of Rio Grande City—Senate’ S 
bill ; read first time. 

A bill to amend the 3d, 4th, 6th and 7 th sections of an act au- 
thorizing and requiring the county courts to regulate roads, ap- 
point overseers, &ca,approved March 15th, 1848, with a substi- 
tute from the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, bill and substitute were, laid on the. 
table for the present. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Kinney, 
with report from committee on County Boundaries. On notion 
of Mr. Clements, was ordered to be engrossed: 

A bill to amend an act to create the county of Webb, with.xe- 
port from committee. en. County Bou ndaries. On motion,of. Mr. 
Taylor, was ordered to. be engrossed. RE ees tt 

An act to authorize the county court of; Harrison county, to. 


Z 


s3 E 


have reéord book B, of bonds; deeds, mortgages and other instru- 
ments of writing; new in the county clerk’s office of said eouh- 
ty 'tajiseribed ; on motion of Mr. Ciongh, was ordered to be en- 
grossed. aE 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the- devenin judicial 
district of the State of Texas, with report from the M, . 
committee ; read and passed to a third reading. l 

A bill to be entitled an act defining the boundaries of the coun- 
ty of Santa Fé, with report from committee on the Judiciary; 
read and passed to a third reading. 

À bill to be entitled an aet changing the name of George North 
to George Douglass Bigélow ; read second time. On motion of 
Mr. Wínfield, was ordered, to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Mary Henderson ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Charlton, ordered to be 
engrossed. * 

Joint resolutio for the protection of mechanics, workmen and 
others; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, was re- 
ferred to a special committee, consisting of Messrs. Scott, Taylor, 
Bryan, and Johnson. 

A bill to. be entitled an act to authorize Baily Inglish, Thomas 
Cowart, and their Associates, to construct a türnpike road from 
the town of Bonham ia. the county of Fannin, across the Bois 
. @Are bottom, to the high land on the east side of said stream in 
the direction of the town of Paris in Lamar county; read second 
time, and; on'motion of Mr. Tarrant, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
for the relief of persons therein named, taken ap, read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Lott, ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, and the 
joint resolution giving the consent.of the State of Texas, and 
requesting the State of Louisiana to pass a law, having for its 
object the permanent removal of the obstructions to the naviga- 
tion of Red River, with an amendment from committee on Inter- 
nal Improvements ; joint resolution read second time, with 
amendinent from eoramittee : 

“Section 2. Be it further resolved, That his Exeellenoy, the 
Governor, be requested to forward a copy: of this resolution to 
the Govérnor-of the State of Loutsiama aS soon as practicable” ; 
adoptedu:. t6 i.n s 
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On motion of Mr. Gillet, ordered to be engrossed, : -. . 
On: motion of Mr. Reynolds, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow half past 9 o'clock, a. m. 2g 


may be incorporated under the provisions‘of this act ”.; adopted, 


i 
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Austin, December 28th, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum pre- 
sent. Journal of preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Tarver presented a petition of the heirs at law of Duncan 
McIntyre; on motion of Mr. Tarver, was referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims.. 

Mr. Bryan presented a petition from sundry citizens, praying 
for a charter of a canal uniting the waters of the Brazos, &c., 
with the waters of Galveston bay. On motion of Mr. Bryan, 
was referred to a select committee, Mr. McKinney, chairman. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the Finance committee, asked fot fur- 
ther time to report on the appropriation vill. . 

Mr. Clough, one of the committee on the.Judiciary, made the 
following report : 

: COMMITTEE Room, Dec. 28, 1849. - 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Npeaker of the House of Representatives : 

A bill entitled an act to define the time of holding the district 
court in the fifth Judicial district, was submitted to the consider- 
ation of the committee on the Judiciary for examination. They 
beg leave to report the bill back to the House, and recommend 
that it be passed. 

E Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 


* 


ay. 

Mr. Clough, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following reports : 
COMMITTEE Room, December 28th, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, ; 

| Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Your committee have had under consideration an act entitled 

an act more partieularly defining the duties of commissioners 
herein named. They beg Jeave to report the bill back to, the 
House, and. recommend that. it be passed, with the following 
amendments.to the caption, to wit: "E : 
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_* An aet supplementary to an act entitled an àet supplementa- 
ry to an act fo create the county of Smith, approved February, 
26, 1848." TEC ME 
Report and bill received to come up among-the orders of the 


day. 


^ 


ComMITTEE Room, Dec. 28, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Iam instructed by a majority of the committee on the Affairs 
of: State, to whom was referred a bill to incorporate the town of 
Tyler, to report, that they have examined the same, and are sat- 
isfied with its provisions, and that it is in accordance with law, 
and therefore recommend its passage. 

Report and bill. received to come up among the orders of the 
day. 
, COMMITTEE Room, December 28, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G, KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

A bill was referred to your committee, entitled an act tọ pre- 
scribe the time of the meeting of the Legislature of the S:ate of 
Texas. Upon a full examination of this subject, considering 
well the advantages and disadvantages which will probably fol- 
low the plan suggested, and that it proposes to change a law the 
propriety and expediency of which, time sufficient has not elaps- 
ed to test. The committee therefore feel advised that it is im- 
practicable at this time to pass such a bill, and instruct me to re- 
port the bill back to the House, and respectfully recommend that 
it be laid-upon the table. All of which they submit, and ask to 
be discharged from further deliberation. i 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. . 7 . 
Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, made the following report : 

CommITTEE Room, Dec. 28, 1849, 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on County and County Boundaries, to whom 
was referred the petition of sundry citizens of the town of Liv- 
ingston, Polk county, asking the incorporation of said town, have 
given the same due consideration, and instruct me to report the 
accompanying bill fer the incorporation of the town of Living- 
ston, and respectfully recommend its passage : 

A:biblto de eutitled an act to incorporate the tows òf Living- 
ston ; readofirst (ime; — .. m &- 4 * 3; 
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Reportand bill. received to come up among the orders. of the 


Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the eommittee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report : : i / 
. COMMITTEE Room, December 28, 1849. 
To the Hon. €. G..KEENAN, 
Speaker, of the House of -Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed-Bills have examined a joint res- 
olution for the relief of the estate of- Lieut. Lansing, deceased ; 
also, a joint resolution relative to the payment of certain volun- 
teer companies for service rendered on the western frontier of the 
State of Texas ; also, a bill to be entitled an act to locate perma- 
nently the county seat of Henderson county ; also, a bill to be 
entitled an act to secure to all actual settlers within the limits of 
the colony granted to Peters and others, commonly known as 
Peters’ colony, the land to which they are entitled as colonists; 
also, a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Mary Henderson, 
and find the same correctly engrossed ; report accepted. 
- "The select committee made the following report : 
CowWriTTEE Room, December 28, 1849. 
To the Hon. -C. G; KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
‘The select committee, to whom were refefred the joint resolu- 
tions on slavery, and that portion of the Governor’s message re- 
lating to the same subject, have carefully investigated and con- 
sidered the same; and fully approving -and concurring in the 


` principles embodied therein, take great pleasure in reporting said 


resolutions to the House and cordially recommending their pas- 
sage, with the following amendments, viz 

in the 5th section, after the words “on whieh the system rests,” 
insert the words, *in a word, if the General Government should 
adopt the policy of excluding slaveholders, as such, from any 
territory of the United States, it would, in substance and effect, 
cease to be the government of the United States.” 

In section 6th, after the words “protection of the sonth,” in- 
Sert the words, “and the perpetuation of the Union.” ] 

Insert the following additional section, viz: "IN 
. .KResolved, That, in the event of the passage by Congress of the 
‘Wilmot Proviso, or any kindred measure, which can or shall 
have a praetieal operation upon the interests and rights af:the 
States holding slaves, then, and-in that case, if the Legislature 
shall have adjourned, it shall: be the: duty of the Govemor to 
convene the Legislature of the State, totake:imto consideration 
the said act, as well as the mode and measure: of seditess.:i =ne- 


f AME 
ab Benélped, ‘That the Govennor ofthe State be abthariged and 
requested tessend-a copy of these resolutions to:edeli: of thé States 
of sthg He tien! and to.our, Senators amd PEE R im ike 
T fof the United States... . oes id 
All of which is respectfully submaitted. - . 
. JAMES C, W ILSON, Chairman. 
W G, W, JOWERS. GUY M. BRYAN. - 
H: P.. BEE. . M. D. K: TAYLOR. 
Mr. Wren offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the chairmen ofthe several standing maiek 


be required; to report to this House all absent members of their re- 
spective committees, and the same shall be entered on the journals. 

Mr. Dickson moved to amend, by adding, “ unless from indis- 
position he is unable to attend.” 

Mr. Taylor moved to strike out, the amendment, and offered 
the following as a substitute: “unless good cause shown by the 
absentee.” 

" Mr. Fields moved the original and amendments be laid upon the 
table, upon which the yeas and nays were called for and resulted 
. as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Clem- 
ents, Clough, Cochran, Crump of B., Fields, Gillet, Hardeman 
of N., Hardeman of T., Holland, Lewis, Lloyd, McNairy, Pace, 
Polk, "Russell, Scott, Selman, Sha w, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., 
Tarrant, Tarver, Whittlesey and Wilson—29. 

Nays: Messrs. Dickson, Johnson, Jowers, Lott, McKinney, 
Reynolds, Runnels, Shea, Stapp, Sterne, Taylor, Williams, Win- 
field and Wren—14. 

Mr. Wren introduced a bill to be entitled an act to regulate the | 
salaries of District Attorneys ; read first time, 

Mr. Russell offered thesfollowing resolutions : 

Ist. Resolved, ‘That the committee on the Judiciary, be re- 
quired to.examine the probate law as to the propriety of granting 
to the Chief Justices the power fo enjoin their own orders, 

aud, Resolved, "That said committee be required to examine 
the probate law as to the propriety of requiring the county courts 
to elect a publie administrator; that the rights of non-residents, 
as well as the rights of the State may be protected. 

3d. Resolved, 'Fhat the:said,eomumittee be required to examine 
the probate daw asto the propriety-ofallowing to the chief justices 
E bovine ig the valuation of. etiem, instead of theupre- 
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justices'to hire at’ privaté sale,. such slaves as may-be old er de- 
crepid ; and that said committee report on the above résolutions, 
- by bill or otherwise, as soon as convenient; read and adapted, 
On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the House proceeded to the’ or- 
| ders of the day, and the business on.the Speaker's table. ` 

' On motion of Mr. Fields, the bill to amend the 6th, 7th, and 
9th sections ofan act authorizing and requiring the county ccurts 
to regulate roads, appoint overseers, approved March 15, 1848, 
was taken up and placed among the orders of the day. 

"Mr. Charlton moved that the resolution adopting the amend- 
ment to the constitution be taken up and placed among the orders 
ofthe day, upon which the yeas and nays were called, and re- 
sulted as follows : . 

. Yeas --Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, 
Dickson, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, -Holland, 
Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Pace, Polk, Runnels, 
Russell, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, 

‘Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor, Whittlesey arid Wren—28, 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Crump of Bexar, Hard- 
man of Travis, Lewis, McKinney, Reynolds, Scott, Shea, Stapp, 
Tarver, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—15. : 

So the motion to take the bill up prevailed. 

Mr. Williams intreduced a bill to be entitled an aet, better to 
define the boundaries of Cooke-county ; read first time. 

A bill to amend the 6th, 7th and 9th sections of an act author- 
jzing and requiring the county courts to regulate roads, appoint 

^A overseers, approved March 15th, 1848 ; with a substitute offered 
for the preceding bill by the Senate; the House refused to adopt 
the substitute. j 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the citizens of Mer- 
cer’s colony ; read first time. 7 
A message was received from the Senate. through their Secre- - 
‘ary, informitg the House that the Senate concurred in the amend- 
ments to a bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the 
‘General Land Offiee to issue a patent to Robert W. Latimer for 
six hundred and forty acres of land. 
A bill to be entitled: an act to incorporate the town of Rio 
Grande City ; read second time: — LE 
` Mr. Clements offéred to amend as- follows 3 | 
Amend'by. section. * - Be it further enacted, Fhat'the corpo- 
rate alithonities of said Rio Grande. sity: rid exe per 
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jt djotifing the éaid city, aud that ifalty person:shaH establish any 
fert , or shall transport any person or property across said Rio 
(Grande river without such license, sucly persén 30 ferrying or 
transporting any "person or property, shall in each and'every in- 
stance be liable to: pay to the person having such license, the sum 
of twenty-five dollars.to be recovered before any court of compe- 
tent jurisdiction ; amendment adopted. 

Mr. Stérne offered to amend. as follows : strike out the words 
“town of” wherevérit occurs ; j adopted, and bill passed to third 
reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Bexar Manufac- 
turing Company; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Lewis. 
referred to the comimiitee on State Affairs. 


A bill to amend an act regulating attachments, approved March 
11, 1848; read second time, and, on motion of Mr, Williams, re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office to issue patents on land claims locafcd in three 
ue in certain cases ; read second time, and, on miotion of Mr. 
Whittlesey; referred to the comuiittee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the mode of adoption ; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Smith of Red River, re- 
ferred to the Judiciary committee. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the first section of an act 
eonicerning runaway slaves, approved January 27, 1844; read 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Bee, passed to, third reading. 

Abillto be entitled an act supplementary to an act to ineor- 
porate Austin College, approved November, 1849 ; read second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Fields, assed to third reading. 

' Joint resolution for.the relief of enjamin P. Fry: read'third 
time and passed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Geotge W. Moni 
read third time. and passed. 

A bill to be ‘entitled an act defining the boundaries of the coun- 
ty of Santa F'e ; read third time and assed. —. 

A bill.to be entitled, ,an act to, establish the, 11th Judicial Dis- 
rict ofthe State of Téxas; read third time and phssed. ^, 

r he join. resold on adoptitig. tte ameiidiments to the Consti-. 
ttu tion asd täkén up. , ' 
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Monday next, upon which the yeas and nays were. called, and 
stood as follows: .. E. B A : 

Yeas— Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Crump of Bexar,Gillet, 
Hardeman of Travis, Lewis, McKinney, Reynolds, Scott, Shea, 
Stapp, Tarrant, Tarver, Williams, Wilson apd Winfield --17. 

Nays—Messts. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, 
Dickson, Fields, Hardeman-of Nacogdoches, Holland, Johnson, 
Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Pace, Polk, Runnels, Russell, Sel- 
man, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Tay- 
lor, Whittlesey and Wren— 296. - 

So the motion to lay on the table was lost. 

'The resolution was then read, and the question recurring on 
the passage, upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood 
thus : l : 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Fietds, Gillet, Hard- 
eman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of- Travis, Holland, Johnson,’ 
Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Millican, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, 
Russell, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, 
Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, Whittle- 
sey, Williams, Wilson and Wren—39.  . 007 | 
Nays— Messrs. Bee, Lewis, McKinney, Shea and Winfield —5. 
So the joint resolution adopting the amendments to the Consti- 
tution passed. 

A message was received from the Senate through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House that the Senate concurred in their re- 
solution to count the votes cast for Commissioner of the General 
Land Office on the 6th day of August last ; also, that the Senate 
refused to recede from their substitute to the bill to amend the 6th, 
7th and 9th sections of an act authorizing and requiring the 
county courts to regulate roads, appoint overseers, approved 
March 15, 1849 ; also, of the passage of the following bills orig- 
inating in the Senate: 

A bill to incorporate the Grand and subordinate divisions of 
the Sons of 'T'emperance ; also, 

-A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to establish the 
college of DeKalb, approved January 26th, 1839; also, 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 


ý 


` fice to issne patents on certificates issued by the.boards of land, 


commissioners of Robertson. county, under certain restrictigns, and 
A bill to legalize the headright cértificate of Simon P. Barnes. 
On motion of Mr., Fields, a comain ee of conference was ap- 

th a A » 2e 4d wae * (6 atta 
An the.act authorizing the county ourts 
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‘The Speaker appointed Messrs. Fields, Stapp and Lloyd, said | 


committee. n 


Mr: Lott moved that the House take a recess until 3 o'clock į _ 


earried. e 
3 o'cLock, P. M. 

Recess expired, and House calied to order. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the Heirs of Wm. S. Tuten ; 
read second time and ordered to be engrossed. — 

A bill to be entitled an act to enable the clainiants to lands ly- 
ing west and north of the river Nueces to institute proceedings to 
try y the validity of their claims, with report froni committee recom- 
mending its reference to the Select committee, to whom was re- 
ferred that portion of the Governor’s message relative to the same 
subject; report adopted. 

A bill-to be entitled an act to change the time of holding courts 
in a part of the 4th Judicial District ; read second time, ‘ard, ov 
motion of Mr. Lewis, referred to a Select committee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs, Bee, Lewis and Clements, said 
committee, 


A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Washington H. Se- . 


crest; read second time, and, on motion of Mr. McKinney, order- 
ed to be engrossed. 

A bill to regnlate Ferrles, with amendments offered by com- 
mittee ; amendments adopted. HR 

Mr. Williams moved to amend by striking out the words “fifty 
dollars,” and inserting “shall be licensed at “the discretion of the 
county court” ; adopted. 

Mr. Russell oifered to amend by striking out the words “one 
'foot" and insert “two feet” ; carried, 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, bill passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Pace, a hill to be entitled an act to fix the 
salaries and per diem pay of officers not otherwise provided for 
by law, was taken. up. 

On motion of. Mr. Scott, the House resolved itself into a com. 
mittee of the whole on the preceding bill; Mr. Scott inthe chair; 


after sometime. spentiherein the committee arose reported, pro- ` 


gress, and asked to be discharged. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
incorporate Baylor LE ; read second time and ordered to 
be engrossed. .. . ey 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief ot Samuel G. Newton 
& Co. ; and Pilly, Hewit, with . substitute cby committee ; sub- 


stitutes adopted, sand, obsmation : off Mr. : Eo, ordered, impe en- 
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Mr. Gillet moved, to xe escind ithe ruletiequintag: the tusiness on 


the Speaker's table td be acted on before an adjournment, |; 
wen of Mr. Loft, the reselatioh -réseiuding.the pale Ji 
| taken up FE 
| Mr. Stapp moved à recess until half-past six P. m, ; lost. 

A bil! to be entitled au aet-to secure to all actual settlers within 
4. the limits of the 'éclony granted to Peters and others, commonly 
known as Peters’ colony, the lands to which .they are entitled as 
i | colonists ; read third time and passed. 

ii On motion of Mr. Russell, the hill from the Senate to incorpo- 

d rate,the President and Trustees of the high school association, 

CT was taken up and read a first-time ; rule suspended, bill read se- 

i cond time; rule farther suspended, bill read third time and pnosed 
by a constitutional majority. 

: Mr. Dickson moved a suspension of the rale requiring the bu- . 

siness on the Speaker's fable to be disposed of befere an adjourn- 


eua eR 
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ME ment; carried, and the resolutian rescinding the said rule: was 
m read and adopted. > 

On motion the House adjourned until half-past nine, o'clock, 

; A.M. to-morrow. d - d 
| . . Austin, December 29, i849," 
: House met pursuant to adjournment—roll eatled—- quoram 
: preseut. . : 


Journal of preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Tarrant, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Contingent. Expenses be 
required to employ some person to replace the stove: in the Rep- 
resentative Hal! as soon as practicable ;- adopted. — 

Mr. Cochran presented two petitions fropà sundry citizens of 
Peters’ colony’; on motion of Mr. Cochran, the: petitions were 
MS referred to the committee on Public Lands. . ;* 4 

Mv, Wilson presented a petitiob from susdry citizens of .the 
German Emigration company of Fisher and Miller's colony ; on 
motion of Mr. Wilson, was referred to the sélect committee, Mr. 
Lewis chairman. bo wee ee 

Mr. Williams, one of the committee on the Judiciary, made 


ROSA pa. a eee OS 
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~ the following reports! / oe 
CoMMITTER Roon, December 29, 1849. 
To. rhe ba rapes KEENAN, ' Pie s oa djs asa a 


‘ts, Spewker of the House af Répresentatives.:.. d 
The. oehnimitttee om the : Judieiapy; toi whom. was, ixefatked: ihe 
petition of Messrs. Webb and Duval, praying a subscription-on 
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thefpartiofriihe State for reresecond? dedntieivdovo] umes: offthe!fe- 
ports of the decisions of the supteirie court'ef the Statboft Tesas,. 
havæbad the same undér eansHlexation, and instruct me to report 
a bill for that purpose, and recommend the Passage of the sames 

Joint resolution authorizing the PEE scribe for three 
hundred copies of the second and third volume’ of the reports 
of decislotis of the supreme*court of tliis State; read first tite. — 

Report aud joint. resolution received to come up amdhg the 
orders of the day. — Mm | $i | 
` Commrrree Room, December 29,.1849. - 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 

~ Speaker of the House of -Representatives : 

The committee on, the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bil 
io be entitled an act to incorporate the city of Brownsville, haye, 
had the same under consideration, and a majority theteof have 
instructed me' to report the same back to the House, Without 
amendment, and recommend its passage : Er 
3 Report and bill received, fo come up among the orders of the 

ay. JA es 


"Po the Hor.'C. G, Keenan, "ON "M 
lt: Speaker of the House, of Representatives: ^": . 

The’ committee on the Judiciary, to whom was réferred a. bill to 
be entitled, an iet tb authorize, the.suiveyor of Smith county to ré- 
cord certain field-notes, haye ‘cbfisidered the sanie; ond'a inajüfity. 
thereof have instrticted me to report the bill back to, the tase 
with a amendment, and recórigiend its passage? | "^ ^" ^ 

Améhdment : strike out “titles fo,” 1n Second section, atid in- 
sert “ patents, ipon” — ' A TN - e 

Repoft, bill: pie, amend ost received, tọ come up among the, 
orders’ of tte dày. D : l ae 

x NEM " NT A "n NE : 

Mr. Charlton, chairman of thé committee on, Üounty. and 
County Boundartés, made the following report: ^ — 
T r: = Commitres Room, December 29, 1849 
To the Hoa. C; G.. KERNAN, |. shopy 

. ‘Speaker: of the House af Representatives ': 

The committed an County ard @ounty Boundaries have had 
under consideration a bill to be entitled an act to extend awd de; 
fine theveastein btu ndary of Caldwell county, and instruet dme 
to 'réportthesbil sback tothe! Elotisetwitliout amendment, and're- 


__ Commirreg Room, Dec. 29, 1849.. 
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commend its’ passad'eene qon yta pet ot hf i sin 
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Mr. Milican, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 

counts, made thé following report : 
CowMiTTEE Room, Desde: 29; 1849. 
To the Hon. ©. G. Keenan, - 
ss Speaker of the House of Representatives : i 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
a bill for the relief of Thomas Wm. Ward, late Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, find, from the evidence of the Comp- 
troller, that the sum of $268 38 has been paid out by said Com- 
missioner over and above the amount appropriated by the Legis- 
bue for expenses of the Land Office ; recommend the bill be 

assed. 

d Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 
da s 

Mr. McKinney, chairman of the special committee, made the 
following [pores 


ContarreTEE Room, Dec. 29, 1849. 
Hon. C. G. ore 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

- The special committee, to whom was referred thé bill granting 
a charter to the Galveston and Brazos Navigation company, have 
had the bill before them, and have instructed me ta report it baek 
to the House, with amendinents, and recommend its passage : 

- Amendment 1: Ath section, 5th line, to read, “each share to 
the number of twenty, shall be entitled to one vote; for each 
share over that number, one vote for every five shares,” 

Amendment 2: 9th section, 12th and 13th lines, insert after 
the words “ pay for the same,” * provided that two thirds of the 
qualified electors of each of said counties, at an election to be 
held for that purpose, shall vote in favor of the Commissioners 
of their respective counties subscribing said stocks and issuing 

said bonds, otherwise, said Commissioners shall not have the 
power to do so. ] 

The chief-justice of each county shall give 30 days’ notice be- 
fore the election, and eause notices of the same to be posted up 
at each precinct iu the county. Said election shall be conducted 
under the law regulating county elections, so far as the same is 
applicable. ` 

-Amendment 3: section 9, tth line, insert after the word “Gal- 
veston,” aud before the words ‘ahd said Conuinissioners,” “the .. 
stockholders of the Galveston city company: : ^»: > +! f oa 

‘Report, bill atd--amendments: received: to cortie mip among nthe 
orders of the day. 
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Mr. Scott, chairman of the special committee, made the fol- - 


lowing report : 
COMMITTEE Room, December 28, 1849. 


T'o the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, $ a 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: — 


The special committee, to whom was referred the bill for the ` 


protection of mechanics, workmen, laborers and others have had 

the same under consideration, and have instructed. me to report 

the same back to the House, without amend ment,, and recommend 

its passage : 

: Report and bill received, to’ come up among the orders of the 
ay. 

Mr. Johnson, by leave, presented a petition from sundry citi- 
zens of ‘Titus county, praying for a constitutional boundary to 
said county ; on motion of Mr. Johnson, was referred to the com- 
mittee on County and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Bogart introduced an act to permanently locate the seat of 
justice of "Cooke county ; read first time. 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be entitled an act to provide 
for a distribuuon of the reports of the decisions of the supreme 
court of the State of Texas ; read first time. 

Mr. Crump of Bexar, otfered a joint resolution relative to Har- 
riet Arnold, a free woman.of color, remaining in the State; read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Charite, the business on the Speaker's ta- 
ble and the orders of the day was.taken up. cs 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue patents on certificates issued by the board of land 
commissioners of Robertson county, under certain restriciions— 
Senate's bill ; read first time. 

-A bill supp lementary to an act entitled an act to ‘establish and 


incorporate the c alee of DeKalb, approved January 26, 1849—: 


Senate's bill ; read first time. 
A bill to incorporate the Grand and sabordinate Divisions of 
the Sons ef. 'l'emperance— Seuate's bill ; read first time. 


-A bill to legalize the head- right certificate of Simon P. Barnes, 


- —Senate'si bill; read first. lime. 
- A bibite: be entitled. an att for the relief of ‘the citizens of Mer- 
cers:colonye+Setiate’s Hill; rend secoud time, . — - . 
T Gasifiotionvef IM s.iksott, ‘thé! bill. was: read by its caption ; and 
on motion, was referred to the Jádiéiaty/cómmittee.7 = 
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E -A0 ati te: imo: yam the Lown,ofsRiovGaandaGityyeSenate’s 
`} bill; read third time and passed. DMequi give 
H Ak ats tetamehd-ds firsteocliotuafanraet.eoncerming runaway 
d glaves, approved January 27th, 1844; read third time, , Hof 
ë On motion of Mr. Bryan, was laid $n lhe'table," 7" ~~ 


t 
Mr. Selman, by leaves prevented a petion forthe relief of the 
heirs of J. Ruthérford, whe fell.at the storming orseige-of Bexar; 
of motion of Mr. Selman, was referted to the committee: oti Pri- 
vate Land Claims. IL i p - aes 
* Mr. Whitrlesey, chairman of the committee on’ Ehgrosscd 
Bills, made the following report: M 
.  * .  CouMrTTEE Room, December 29, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, : 
A Speaker of the House af Representatives :. :' 
The committee on Engrossed ‘Bills, have examined.a bill:to be 
entitled an act to authorize the county court of Harrison county 
'" to have record book B,. of bonds, deeds; mortgages amd' other in- ` 
struments of writing now in the county clerk!s office ofisaid coun- 
i ty transcribed ; also, a bill to be entitled anvact for the relief of 
a persons thereiw named; also, a bill to be entitlsd-àn- aot changing 
t the name of George North to. George Douglass Bigeldw; also, a 
bill to be entitled an act'to create the eantity!of Kinney; also; a 
bikt to be entitled an act to amend an act tor create the eounty ‘of 
Webb, ‘approved January 28, 1848 v also, ajoint résolution. tela-. 
r^ tive to the removal ofobstructions to the navigation of Red River, 
| and find the same correctly erigrossed ; report accepted. uL 
T An act supplementary to an aet to incorporate Austin College, 
i approved November 1849 —Senate's bill ;.read third time and 
assed. BS d 
j A bill to be entitled: an ^ act the- better to'define the bonidarles 
of Cook county j'tead seeond time, on. metion of Mr; Williams, 
was referred to the committee on County Boundaries. QcHbon 
An act to regulate the salaries of Distriet;iAttórneys. : 
"Mr. Whittlesey moved its reference to the: committee ori Fi- 
nance. . i MNT T ae Sf 
Mr. Fields moved the bill be laid on.tlietable. ©: ^^ ^t. 
Mr. Dickson moved: to ‘amend by adding: until the first day of 
March, 1850, upon which thé yeas and nays were-called for, and 
resulted as follows: ` pe NET EA 
Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Charltoni Gough; i Cramprof 
Bexar, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman 6ftNacegdeches; Hardeman of 
| ‘Travis, Holland, Lewis, Polk, Reynalds4R wseetl; Soott; Selman, 
Sith of Red River; Sunitle-of Shelby; Steine Ml arranty Manter, 
Whittlesey, Wilsomamd Winfieldd-94; o bari toag anetent im 
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Jowers, Lloyd, Loth iM Rein me aM cii Lio ale] Ba. 
neloy ibianag Spet, Stapp, Taylor,» Walliaus aad! Wienss 19.3 

Bilk was laid mahio table unti the Ist-of, MAKER; LSB iey pg 

. MrotGilet: moved a reeohsidexütion df the vote taken on the . 
adoption to the amendment: to the-corstitutomly azasi rii 

Mn. i(xillet«nowved his!motion. be, laid ea thetabbe. — p^ 

A máéssage was received; from the Senate. informing the House 
ofitherpassage of a bill originating in:thesSendte:. . 

A bill to-be entitled an act to provide deductions from the TE 
ries of.Distriet.Judges.and District Attorneys, who fail or neglect 
to perfozm the duties assigned them by law. 

Mr, Jowers.movYed a call of the House; lost. 

Yeas and nays being called for on Mr. GiHet’s motion-te re- 
consider the motion to lie on the table, resulted as follows: -: 

.Yeas—Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clenrents, Crumpof Bexar, Fiel ds, 
Gilles, Hardeman of. Travis; . McKinney, Reynolds, . Raunels,.. 
Russell, Seott; Shea, Smith of. Shelby, Stepp, ‘Tarrant; Farer, 
Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren—21, °° 

Nays— Messrs.: Speaker: Bogart,, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, 
Dickson, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Holland, Tohmson, Jower&, ' 
Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Millican, Pace; Polk Selman, Shaw, Smith 
of Red River, Sterne, Taylor and Whittlesey+22, ; 

Mr. Gillet’s motion to lie on the table was lost. 

Mr. Bryan offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the door keeper shall not announce any mes- 
sage from the Senate, while a, member of the House is speaking, 
unless, be obtains permission of the Speaker ; ado ted. 

Joint resolution fór is 'felief'of the estate of Lieut. Lansing, 
deceased; oh inmotion of Mr. Lott, was laid.on.the table for the 
present. 

A bill to be entitled’ an act to loeate :pérmanently the county 
seat of Henderson county: read thind tine and passed. 

-A bill to be.: entitled an-act for. the relief, of Ts ences 
read third time,dyd-passed, ; -` i ds die 
An act to create: the coumtz of .. Wood, with: report from coim- 
mittee Wn. County Boundaries ; toad second. eg and, ou motion 
_ Of Mr: iLott, was:ordered to be! engrossed, Ms 


‘A bill to be entitled an act to organize ilio county of Bilis, whith } 


nte ign ents from» £oxiinittee pamendments adeptedy on dhatisin 

of dies Barron thwastordenred-to ibe dügsossede: HOR er O aE Fray 
An, act, to. define the time of holding the Districts Courts:in.thes> 

fiftlg Hine ial ais balto khu? E PENTA behna atii yc i 
Mr, Sterne moved the bill be laid» tilaectallg lestie, bas P" z 
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On motion of ^ was ordered to be engrossed. 
"up -Mr. Wilhams- offered the following reseldtion: ' - 
Hl Resolved, That the Speaker of the: House of Representatives 
d appoint aSelect committee to be composed of one member from 
* each judicial district in this State, whose duty it shall be to en- 
quire into the expediency of reorganizing the same so as to save : 
the necessity of creating an additional district, and said commit- 
tee report by bill or otherwise, atas early a day as practicable, 
i Mr. Lewis moved to amend by striking out after the word. 
* “same” in 7th line, to the word “district” in 9th line; rejected. 

/ Question on the adoption of the resolution taken and carried. 
) The Speaker appointed Messrs. Williams, Bryan, Hardeman of 
| Travis, Tarver, Bee, Smith of Shelby, Clough, Dickson, Bogart, 
rt Stapp and Lewis, said Select committee. 

7 Mr. Fields in the chair. 


7 o- Abill to be entitled an aet to authorize and require the Com- 
um missioner of the General Land Office to issue to George Wash- . 
EG ington Sheek a certificate for three hundred and twenty acres of 
: í land; read second time. 

3 On motion of Mr. Johnson, was referred to the committee ón 
* Private Land Claims. 


- On motion: of Mr. Clough, the Honse adjourned until half-past - 
nine o'clock, Monday A. M. 


* 


b. Austin, December 21, 1849. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called quoram. 
‘ present. > 
o Jonrnal of Saturday last read and adopted. 
m Mr. Clough presented a petition from Wm. H. Richardson and 
sundry other citizens of Marshal! county; asking a charter to in- 
corporate Marshall city ; on motion of Mr. Clough, was referred 
to the committee on County and Coumty Boundaries. 

Mr. Bogart presented a petition for the relief-of John F. Ward ; 
on motion of Mr. Bogart, was referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. Witson presented a memorial from Dr. Levi Jones, which 
was read; and, on mation of Mr. Bee; was: referred: to- a Special 
committee. S 0074 US om am Hal ou or 702 entia 

The chair appointed Messrs. Bee, Smith of RedRives, Tankanit, 
Stapp and Shea; saidleominitteda iD ^ Imi bo tatart oi 
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: Mr MeNatry: presented, a, petiffióm from sundry citizensef Up- 


shur county ; on motion of Mr. McNairy, was. refefred to the com- 
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mittee: on County and County Boundaries. `. I 
-Mr. Williams, one of the committee on Piivate Land Claims, 
made the following report: . 4 : 
COMMITTEE Room, December 31, 1849. 2 ? 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, ` E. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : pon 
The committee og, Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- —  ; "a 
red a bill to be-entitled an act to authorize and require the Com- ' H 
missioner of the General Land, Office to issue patents on land 
claims located on three surveys in certain cases, have had the 


same under consideration; and a majority of said committee have 
instructed me to report the same back tothe House without 
amendment, and recommend its passage. 
, Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 
a 
Mr. Chailtén, chairman of the committee on County and 
County Boundaries, made the following reports : 
COMMITTEE Room, Dec. 31, 1849. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 
The committee on County and County Boundaries, have had 
under ‘consideration a bill to be entitled an act to locate the seat 
] of justice of Dallas county, and instruct me to report the same 
back without amendment to the favorable considerction of the 
Honse, and recommend its. passage. 
Report and bill received,to come up among the ordersof theday. 
COMMITTEE Room, December 51st, 1849. 
To the Hon, C. 6. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on County and County Boundaries, to whom 
* was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Walker, Grimes 
and Leon eounties, praying for the creation of a new county to be 
composed and made out of the counties above stated ; have had 
. the same under, consideration, and a majority of the said commit- 
tee beg leave to report: that the area prayed for, by the petitioners , 
eomprises only some seven hundted aud fifty square miles, while 
- its creation , would. reduce both the counties of Walker ‘and 
M Times, ) some seven, hundred: and: fifty. or. sixty square: mhes 
; each; ünder thesacirou epee and. eousidering. that the granting 
NR cael aD fat oer would make, three. goppties lying - ` 
v Adjoint ned jot pyless. jatea, than is wageined iby the — ' 
consti ition, they ig ee thought to report adverseby- sto. the 
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- prayer of ilie petitioners, and beg Jeave to be discharged from its. 


further consideration. Ed o p 
r Report and - bill received, to come up among the orders ofthe, 
ay. . x ME. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report : B oe 

CommitTEee Room, Dec. 31, 1849, 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act for the relief of Samuel G. Newton & Co., and 
Tilly & Hewitt; also, a bill to be entitled an act to amend an act 
to incorporate Baylor University, approved February Ist, 1545 ; 
also, a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Washington H. 
Secrest ; also a joint resolution for the relief of Wm. S. Tuten ; 
also, a bill to be entitled an act to authorize Baily Inglish, ‘Thomas 
Cowart and their associates, to construct a turnpike road from the 
town of Bonbam, in the county of Fannin, across the Bois d'Arc 
bottom to the highland on the east side of said stream in the di- 
rection of the town of Paris, in Lamar county; and findthe same 


- correctly engrossed. = 


Report accepted. | 
Mr. Lewis, chairman of the Special committee, mde ‘the fol- 


‘lowirfg report : | 


. CommITTEE Room, Dee, 31, 1849. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, i 


Speaker of the-House of Representatives : 
The Special committee, to whom were referred a bill to, au- 
thorize the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue pa- 
tents to the colonists of Fisher and Miller’s colony, together with 
sundry petitions in reference to the same subject matter, havg 
had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to re- 


‘port the accompanying substitute-for said bill, and recommend 


its passage. By the terms of the colony contract of Henry F. 
Bisher and Burchard Miller with the President of the late Repub- 
lie of Texas, no default of the contractors can prejudice the rights 
of the emigrants, their lands are secured to them by the plighted 


- faith of the government ; induced by the advantages presented in 


said contract, they left their homes, and settled on our frontier ; 
they have essentially added to the, populatiob, reverués and 


wealth of the State, and ‘in ihe ópinioti ot your cónmititee;tieir 


application für'théir lands, is just alid re&sdfitible) ahd bxitilitlo ba 
Wtentéd, - 06 7o, 9 Pob QUU TU MIR c 
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^7 The German Emigration Company, who pétition. through 
their Trustee, and in whose behalf sundry petitions are presented 
by citizens of various parts of the State, are the assignees of said 
colony contract. —— RD d 
They have brought to the State the number ef colonists re- 
quired by said contract, and within the time therein prescribed. 


In this enterprise they have expended about one half a million of 


dollars, and are still- indebted to citizens of the State in the sum 
of ninety-five thousand. dollars. In their memorial they utter no 
complaint, resort to no evasion, they respectfully ask the Legisla- 
ture to investigate their claims and decide upon their merits, 

That the State and our citizens generally, have received im- 
mense advantages from the capital by this company expended, 
and the emigrants by them introduced, is too palpable to admit 
of doubt. It is true, as stated in their memorial, they have found- 
ed several large towns, and established their emigrants in the 
“haunts of the Camanches,” indeed your committee are informed 
and believe that:in the year 1846-said company were greatly in- 
strumental in preventing Indian depredations on our frontier, they 
then distributed presents, amongst the Camanches to the value of 
ten thousand dollars. 

The bill herewith submitted proposes the establishment of a 
tribunal for investigating the claims of the petitioners; it-contem- 
plates a final adjustment ofthe questions referred to, and seeks to 
avoid the delay and expense of future Legislation. It conflicts 
with no provision of the constitution, or the ordinance. It grants 
no extension, releases no condition," but proposes the establish- 
ment of a tribunal to adjudicate upon claims against the State, 
and prescribes the mode to sc.tle those claims. The bill further 
cofitemplates the security ef creditors of said company, while it is 
our duty to act justly towards the contractors, it is no less our 
duty to protect the rights and interests of our own citizens.— 
Hence by the provisions of said bill, debts due citizens (which 
mount fo about ninety-five thousand dollars) are made à lien 
upon the lands of the company. The bill also gives the consent 
of the government to sell to said company the lands by-thém 
surveyéd ‘withih the colony limits, and not appropriated by the 
colonists or prémitim lands. This provision is in response to the 
mérhorial'of the-cotapany.^ They have had: certain sections sár- 
veyed wich by” the terms of thé contract were reserved'tothe 
govértütiem they hold the field notesfor these sections, and they 
now ask the government for the right to. parehiase them “dé a 
' priesCod heater abe With thetrival ue” : Y op eomimtiftes6ah see 
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"Legislature, and the proceeds your committee, have thought 
` should be appropriated to the payment of the; Public Debt. 
‘Fhe memorialists represent that they are:still disposed to cen. 
tinue introducing eu.igrants, but urge that their inability to offer 
. perfect titles isan insuperable difficulty. Your committee can 
: well appreciate the trutly of this statement, the uncertainty of 
' land titles is one of the greatest obstacles to emigration. 
The bill under consideration proposes the adjustment of an iin- 
: portant class of claims, and in the opinion of your committee, will 
1 . administer justice to the company and colonists, extend protection 
l and security to our own citizens and promote the progress and 
prosperity ofour State ; all of which is respectfully submitted. 
i Anact to secure to the German Emigration Company and 
IAM their colonists the lands to which they may be entitled, and to 
. adjust the liabilities of said company. 
Report and substitute received, to come up amore the orders 
" of the day. 

Mr. Smith of Shelby, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be instructed to en- 
quire into the propriety ofso amending the attachment law, as to 
make an attachment issuable before persons can remove to Cali- 
fornia without satisfying the demands of hopest creditors, and 
paying debts contracted in good faith with their fellow citizens 
of this State ; rejected. 

On Mr. Lloyd’s ‘motion, the House proceeded to the orders of 
the day, and the business on the Speaker’s table. 

The vote of Saturday taken on a motion for a re-consideration 
of the vote adopting the amendments to the constitution, being 
before the House, Mr. Gillet renewed the same, and offered to lay 
the motion on the table, upon which the yeas and nays wereseall. 
ed, and resulted as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Crump of Austin, Crump 

_ of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Lewis, 

. Lloyd, McKinney, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Shea, Stapp, 
Sterne, Tarrant, Tarver, Williams, Wilson, Winfield and 
Wren—24. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Cloagh, Cochran, 
Dickson, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, 
Lioyd, Lott, McNairy, Millican, Pace, Pelk, Selman, Shaw, 
Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Taylor and Whittlesey— 
22, So the motion, to lay the motion for à re-consideration on 
the table prevailed. . TN 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide: for. deductions from the 

--sabaries of District Judges and District Attorneys who fail:or neg- 
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ead first tirne. l DN M l 

A bill to legalize the head-right certificate of Simon P. Barnes; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Fields, referred to the 
committee ou Private Land Claims. 

A bill to, incorporate the Graud and Subordinate Divisions of 
the Sons of ‘Temperance; read second ume, and, on motion of 
Mr. Williams, referred to comuittee on State Affairs. 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to establish and 
incorporate the College of DeKalb, approved January 26, 1839; 
read second time, and, on motion of Mr. Lott, referred to the com- 
mitiee on Education. 

A bil] to be eutitléd an act to authorize the commissioner of the 
General Land Odlice to issue patents on certificates issued by the 
board of Land Commissioners of Robertson county, under certain 
restrictions; read second time, aud, on motion of Mr. Williams; 
referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to be entitled au act to create the county of Kinney; read 
third time and pass d. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George North, 
to George Douglass Bigelow ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the County Court of 
Harrison county to have record book B, of bonds, deeds, mort- 
gages, and other instruments of writiug, now in the county elerk's 
office of said county transcribed ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to create the county 


Ject to perform the duties assigned them by law—from the Senate; 


of Webb, approved January 23, 1848; read third time and passed. . 


- Joint resolution relative to the removal of obstructions to the 
navigation of Red River ;, read third time and passed; Mr. Tay- 
lor voting alone in the negative. 

Mr. Stapp offered the following resolution : 

Whereas, On the 17th day of March, A. D. 1848. Spruce M. 
Baird wasduly constituted Judge of the Lith Judicial District, and 
whereas, the law establishing the said district. provides that the 
court shall hold its sessions, on the 1st Monday's in May and Ne- 
vember of each year; and whereas, the said Spruce M. Baird has 
not held the courts in said districts in accordance with the re- 
quirements of law’ and whereas, it.appears from his correspond- 
ence, that he is now without the limits of this State, and not án 
the;dischange of. his official duties, therefore: Resolved; that a 
Special committee of five be appointed by the Speaker, whose 
duim it ghall: tiedtos; investigate, the otfieial conduct ot;the spid 
Spraced. Bid. and,at.as early a day as qpraebieable,nepoit by 

preferring articles of impeachment-or. otherwise as they. mag 
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deem thost expedient and advisable; téad'and adopted, and the 
Speaker : appointed Messrs. Stapp, Lott, Bogart, Gillet ane Lewis, 
said committee. í 

- A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of persons therein Then. 
tioned ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to regulate ferries; 1éad third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
that the Senate concurred in the amendments proposed by -the 
House on the bill to be entitled an aet to incorporate the town. of’ 
Rio Grande; also, had appointed: Messrs. Pease, Phillips and 
Wallace, à committee to act in conjunction with a Hké committee 
already appointed on the part of the House, to take into consider- 
ation that part ofthe Governor's message relative to quieting the 
i , land. titles west of. the river Nueces ; ‘also, appointed a coinmit. 
es tee of three to act in conjunction with a tike committee from the 

House, on the memorial of Levi Jones; also, won!d meet the 
* House of Representatives in the Hall of Representatives on Thurs- 
day next, January 3, 1t50, to count the votes for Commissioner 
of the General Land Office. 

A billto be entitled an act to prevent saves free negroes or 
mulattoes from carrying weapons without ieave; read second 
time and referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Judieiary « committee is hereby instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of changing the timé' of holding 
Probate Courts in the different counties in the State, from twelve 
to four timesa year, and that said committee report by bill or 
' otherwise, as soon as practicable; read and adopted. 

Mr. Whittlesey made the following report : 
'To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
P. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Eiugrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an aet to define the time of holding the district courts 
in the 5th Judicial District, and find the same correctly engrossed; 
report accepted. 
A bill to amend an act entitled an act to organize the -supreme 
court of the State, with a substitute from the committee. e 
Theqnestion before the House, was on striking out Huntsville? 
and inserting “Houston.” 
Mr. Fields offered to amend by inserting Galveston in lien of 
| Houston; Jost. 

"The question recurring on striking out Huntsville and insert- 
ing Houston, was prt, and the ase and nays being m e 
the#ton, resulted as follows : 
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Y eas — Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Cramp of Bexar, Eilifiek- 
Ai Mé imney, Réyndids, .Rassell, Scott; Selman, Sháw.,XSfea, 
Smit of Red River, Stapp, Tarrant, Tarver; Wiliams, wien 
dad Winfid-aslS. > s oH 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, 
Dickson; Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdaches, Hardeman of 
Travis, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, MiMi- 
éan, Pace, Polk, Runnels, "Smith of. Shelby, Sterno, Taylor ‘and 
Wren—24. So the motion was lost. - 

' Mr. Runnels moved to lay the&übstitute on the table. - 

Mr. Tarver offered to amend by laying both bill and substitute 
on the table, upon which the yeas andinays were called, and 
resulted as follows : : 

Yeas: Bryan, Clements, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Frei- 
vis, Lewis, McKinney, Mullican, Reynolds, Shaw, Shea, Stapp, 
Tarver, Wilson and Winfield—16. 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Chariton, Clough; Cochran, 
Crump of Bexar, Diekson, E lelds, Hardeman of N., _Hollana, 
Johuson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy; Pace, Polk, Runnels, 
Russell, Scott, Selman, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Sterne Tar 
rant, "T alor, Whitilesey, Wiliams and Wren--29. 

So the motion to lay on the table wats lost, : 

Question on the adoption of the substitute; upon which the 
yeas aud hays were called and resulted thus: 

Yeas; Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Charlton, Clements, Dickson, 
Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of T. , Lewis, McKinney, Mullican, 
Pace, Reynolds, Scott, Selnran, Shaw, Shea, Smith of S., Sterne, 
Tarver, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—23. 


Nays: Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Clough, Cochran, Crnmp of B, 


Gillet, Hardeman ‘of N., Holland. Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, 
McNairy, Polk, Runnels, Russell, Smith of R. R., Stapp, Tar- 
rant, Taylor, Whittlesey and Wren-—22, 

So the House adopted the substitute. 

Mr. McKitiney offered to lay the substitute on the table until 
the Ist of February next. MEL 

The yeis and nays being again ealled for, resulted as follows; 

Yeas: Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Franklin, Gillet Hardë- 

man of T.. Lewis, MeKirmey, Miliean, Reynolds; Russell, S&oít, 
Shaw, Shea, Stapp, Tarrant, Tarver, Wilson and Winfield—19, 

Nuys i r Messrs: Speaker, Bogart,. Charlteti, Clough, Ce 
Cramp of B., Dickson, Fields, "Hatdéman of -N., Holland, Jolitr- 
son Jowers, LIO d, Lott, MoKinney; Pace, Polky Rúinels, Sel- 


Sid juSmith.-of- S. Sterne, Taylor, + Wiulesey 
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‘Miotion to jas on the table lost. i 

Mr. Tarver moved to strike out * Huntsville," and insert 
‘* Brenham”; adopted. 

Mr. Fields moved to strike out « Brenham,” and insert * Lib. 
erty ” ; lost. 

Mr. Dickson moved to strike out “ Brenham,” and insert “ An- 
@erson ? ; lost. 

Mr. Fields moved to strike ont “Brenham,” and insert “ Liv- 
ingston ?'; lost. 

Mr. Gillet moved to recomm&t the substitute to a special com- 
mittee of five. 

A motion was made to adjourn until 3 o'clock, p. m. 
ws: yeas and nays being called for thereon, ‘resulted as fol- 

ws: 

` Yeas: Messrs. Charlton, Clough, Crump of B., F Fields, Hatde- 
man ot N., Hardeman ot T., Holland, Lott, Pace, Polk, Runnels 
Selman, Shaw, Smith of S., Sterne, Whittlesey, Williams and, 
Wren—13. 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Dickson, 
Gillet, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, McKinney, McNairy, Reynolds, 
Russell, Scott, Shea, Smith of R. R., Stapp, Tarrant, ‘Tarver, 


Taylor, Wilson and Winfield —23. 


‘So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Bee moved to strike out “ Brenham,” and insert “ the coun- 
ty of McLennan”; carried. 

Mr. Dickson moved to strike out “ McLennan,” and insert 
“ Washington.” 

Mr. Winfield moved to adjourn ; lost. 

Mr. Taylor moved to lay the bill on the table ; lost. 

Question recurring on striking out ** McLennan” and inserting 
8 Washington ” ; ; the yeas and nays being called for thereon, re- 
sulted as follows : 


Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Cochran 


. Dickson, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of N., Holland, Johnson, 


Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Millican, Pace, Polk. Russell; Sel- 
man, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Sterne, Tarver, mayen W hit- 
tlesey, Wiliams, Wilson and Winfiel d—29  . 

Nays: Messrs. Bee, Clements, Clough, Crump of. B., Gillet, 
Hardeman of Ty McKinney, Restiolds, Runnels, Scott, Shaw, 
Shea, Stapp, Tarrant and Wreh—16. ! ot, 

So the House adopted the amendniént. í — «^c c 
.z aM. Tarver moved the, previous questian, which was pot and 
garried. _ The main question : shall the:bill be récbmmitted: tive 
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ta ddmiiittee Of fire?! o Fhe quas abd belay calledrfor 
reu emai C dn cas an eh tt t 
és o Méssis..Bed! Bryan, Clementsi Franklin Giller, Handi: 
yat, gf T., Lewis, MeKimaey, Mitlican, Reyholds, Rutinets; Rus-i 
sell; Seott, tie] Shea, Stapp, T'arránt, “Tarver; Taylor, Wilhaths; 
Wilson and Winfield-—92. >- 

Nays: Messrs Speaker, Boost 'Obiarlton, Clough, Cochram, 
Grump of A., Dickson, Fields; ‘Harderian of N., Hoflend, Jotin- 
son, Jowers, Llovd, Lott, McNair A ies Polk, Selman, Suith of: 
R, R., Sterne, Whittleséy, and 

So the House refused to HU, e the i E 

Mr. Dickson moved its éngróssment. ; 

A call of the House was, inade— roll ealled, and Mr, PEN of. 
Austin being abseüt, ie Sergeant- at-Árnis was despatched affer 
un 

Mr. Lott moved a ‘saspension of the call ; lost. 

Me. McKinney moved a suspeusion of the cal H: lost? 

Mr. Dickson moved a suspension of the call, upon which the 
yeas and nays were called atid resulted as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, Dick. 
son, Fields, Hardeman of N., Holland, Johnson, Joivers, Lewis, 
Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, McNairy, Pace, Polk, Rutnels, Selman, 
Shaw, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor, 
Whittlesey, Williams asd Wren—29. 

Nays: Messrs. ‘Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Crügm of B., Fragk- 
lin, Gillet, Hardeman of T., Millitan, Reynolds, Russell, Seatt,. 
Shea, Stapp, Tarver, Wilson and Winfield —16. A E 

So the call was suspended. 

Mn. Johnson moved to adjourn until half past 6 oclack, p. "m. 
upon which the yeas and nays were called aud stood, ahus: , 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Charlton, Glouzh, Fields, Holland; 
Johnson, Lott, MeNairy, Polk, Selman, Smith of R. R. and 
Whittlesey 12. | 
, Nays: Messrs. Bee. Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Cochran, Cramp. 
of B., Dickson, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of N, Hardeman ioi 
T. Jowers, Léwis, Lloydy McKinney, Mican, Pane; Rey molds, 
Rupnels, Russell Sent ‘Shaw, Shea Smith of S., Stapp, Şterge, 
Tarrant, ‘Tarver, Whittlesey, Wilsoh, wW illiams, Winfield ands 
Wre: 33. "T P 

he HGnée refnsed to adjourn. 
^M nuottommosted ‘to adjourn : nik Wiodinéstiny; thalt- past tale 
o'clock, : Yeas and nays again cailed and resulted as follows: 
JAE citi bacis: diaria PONE "Codi eti By Fields, 
Lote, MeKinney and. WinfehELg- ' M Re EU EU 
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Nays: Messrs. Bee, Bogart, :, Charlton, ı Clements,, Dickson, 
Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of N., .Hardeman. of T, Holland, - 
Jobson, Jowers; Lewis; Lloyd, MeNairyy Millican, Pace, Polk, 
Reyuolds, Runnels, Russell, Seatt, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Saith — 
of: R. Ry Smith of S., Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, ‘Tarver, Taylor,. 
Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson and Wren —35. 

So the House again refused to adjourn. : l 

Mr. Russell moved to adjourn until 3 o’cloek, p. m .— yeas and 
nays again called : 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bee, gharlton, Cochran, Cramp of B., 
Fields, Hardeman of N., Johnson, Lott, MeNairy, Millican, Paee, 
Polk, Runnels, Russell, Shaw, Shea, Smith of R. R., and Tay- 
lor—19. 

Nays: Messrs. Bogart, Bryau, Clements, Clough, Dickson, 
Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of T. , Holland, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, 
McKinney, Reynolds, Scott, Selman, Smith of S., Stapp, 'Steme, 
Tarrant, LE Whittlesey, W illiams, Wilson, Wiufield and 
Wren—26. 

House eiei to adjourn until 3 © aleck. 

Mr. Wren offered the following: 

The solemn men have had the floor, ‘ 
And had a jovial prance ; Pn 
. So let's adjonrn for New- Year's day, 
And give the men of mirth-a chance. 

Mr. Critmp of Bexar moved to adjonrn nntil Wednesday hali- 
past 9 o'elock— Yeas and nays called on the preceding motion, 
and stood thus : 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Pe Clough, Cramp of B., Frank 
lin, Lott, McKinney, Shea, Wilson, Winfield and Wren —11.: 


: Nays Messrs, Bee, 'Bogart, Chartton, Clements, Coehran, 
4 Dickson: ‘Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of N., Hardeman ‘of T., Hol- 
E land; Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, McNairy, Milliean; Pace; Polk, 


» x Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of R. R^, 

Smith of S., Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant; Tarver, Taylor, Whittlesey 

ald Williams—33. 

i So the Honse again refused to adjourn. 

“On Mr. Chaflton’s motion, the Hotse ddjourffed re 
S'oclock. * 
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inMr Me RKinneyemoved to.-strike ont. Washington,” and — 
K ‘Huntsville ” for the middle district ; lost, 

‘Stapp moved to-strike out “ Washington,” and insert“ fhe 
Mier poverdinerit”; carried, ' - " 

"MT. Tarver offered a substitute. to. the substitute : An det: to 
fix/the plaee of holding the sessions of the supretne . court. 

Mr. Stapp moved to strike out “ Washington,” and insert “the 
seat Dp "upon which the yeas s and nays were calted 
for, an 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, a cgprittee of two was appointed 
to wait upon Mr. Clongh and receive his vote. 

On motion of- Mr, McKinney, Mr. Franklin was grater leave 
to record his vote. ` 

On motion ot Mr. Scott, a committee of two was appointed 
to wait upon Mr. Crump of B. and receive his vote. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of N., Mr. Runnels was granted 
leave to record his vote. - P 

.'Ple respective committees having returned and reported duty 
performed, upon which the yeas and nays resulted as follows: — 

Yeas.: Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Cochran, Cramp 
of A, Crump of B., Franki in, Gillet, Hardemamof N., Hardes 
man of P. , Lewis, McKinney, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, 
Shaw, Shea, Stapp, Tarraht, Wilson and Wiutield —23. - 

Nays: Messrs, Speaker, Chalton,.Clough, Dickson, Fields, Hol- 
land, Johuson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Milliean, Pace, 
Polk, Selnran, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Sterne, "I Tarver, 'Fáy- 
lor, Whittlesey, Williams aad. Wren—23. 

Amendment offered by Mr Stapp was lost. 

Mr. Holland. moved" to strike out. “ Washington, " and insert 
“ Henderson.” 

My? Sterne moved to'strike out “ Henderson,” and insert “Na- 
cogdoches." 

Me. Dicksori moved that the:substitate to the substitute be laid 
on the table until the 4th of July uext. 

Mri Holland offered the following resolution : 

« Resolved; ‘Bhat all. the amend ments, mations, bills, Substituted 
and .évery thing: else. appertaining to a division of the supreme 
court, be laid upon the table; and H be tinade the SpE oyto ef 
Minidaginext ld'weloelé. s c5 7 

i bn Sia ppsmaeed ^to. amehd, ‘by striking oùt ‘£ Monday. next? 
andisi spes d th dy of diy next” iipon Which the yeas and 
nays werdfcakledbfon and resulied/ as: nd oad T ' us 

Stud dshusedieon. Bay Clear ts} wip of ail ran 
Gi E Hania o£ Ty Lewis, yr Millican, Biyuokds, 
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Rassell, Scott, Shaw, Shea, Sappi Tarrant, 'Tatven, Wilson and 
Winfield. —2v, 

Nays: Messrs. speaker, Bogart, Charlton,  Clouah; Cochitn, 
Crump of B., Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of N., Holland, Jehn- 
gan, Jowers, Lioyd, Lott, dE Pace, Polk, Runnels, Selman, 
Smith of R. R., S mth of S. Sterne, ‘Taylor, Whittlesey, Wil: 
lams and. Wren—26. . 

Se the House refused to adopt the amendment offered by Mr, 
Stapp. i 

Mr. Fields moved to. strike d Washington," and insert “Gal. 
veston.” 

Question recurring on Mr. Dickson’s motion to lay the snbsti- 
tnte to the substitnte on the table until the 4th of July next, was 
taken and carried. 

Mr. Wren moved the previous question ; carried. 

' Question on the engrossment of the bill as amended was. ta- 


Aen —thagyeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows : 


Yeas: Messrs, Speaker. Bogart, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, 
Dickson, Fields. Hardeman of N,, Holiand, Johuson, Jowers, 
Llovd, Lott, McNairy, Polk, Setman, Smith of R. R., Smith of 
S, Sierne, Taylor, Whittlesey and Wren —21. 

Nays: ‘Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Crump of A., Cramp of 
B., Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of qu "Lewis, McKinney, Milli- 
cam, Pace, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Shaw, Shea, Stapp, 
Tarrant, ‘Tarver, Williams, Wilson aud Winfield 25. 

Qestion fo engross was lost, 

Mr. Scott moved a reconsideration of the vote taken on the 
engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Dickson moved to lay the motion on the:table until d 
Morrow. 

Mr. Franklin moved to amend, by adding “ until the Ath of 
July." 

The yeas and nays were called for on Mr. Dickson's motion, 
and resulted as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Charlton, et Crump of Bexar, 
Dickson, .Fields, Hardeman of N, Holland, Johuson, Jowers, 
Loyd, Lott, Me Naitv, Polk, Runnels, Selman, Smith of R. Ro 
Smith of S., Sterne and Taylor—20, ' 

Nays: Messrs Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements; C af A, 
Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of 'T., Lewis, MeKowney, Millican, 
Pace, . Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Shaw, SheagStapp,.fFanrant, 
Tarver, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilsom- Winfield and Wren —25. 

S6 the: Héuse refused te lay. the: sx ou habec cera Mon- 
day next. 
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FAren ^om Mri Sites motion: vrás taken, upon! which Nhe 


yeas and nays were End for and resulted as follows z- ^. : 4 

risus t NEUE Speake! Boxart: Charitdn, Caclirán,: Ürünif of 
B., Dickson, Fields, Hardeman ‘of N. "Holland; Jotmsoti; Yousee, 
Llo:d, Lott, McNairy, Polk, Rannels, Selman, Smith of R. R, 
Smith of S., Sterne, Tarver and Williams —22, 

Nays: Messrs Bee, Bryan, Clements, Crump of A., Franklin, 
Gillet, Hardeman of T., Lewis, MeKinuey, Millican, Pace, Rey- 
nolds, Russell, Scott, Shaw, Shea, Stapp, Tarraut, Taylor, Whit- 
tlesey, Wilson, Winfield and W@h—--23. 


The House refused to reconsider the vote. : 

‘An act to make valid to the heirs of deceased persons, patents, 
issued for land after their demise; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, Was referred to the committee on 
Judiciary. 

_A bill to be antiiled: an act to enable the claimants to Jands Iys, 
ing west and nerth of the river Nueces, to institute proceedings, 
to try the validity of their claims. On motion, was referred to a 
special committee, Mr. Bee chairman. 

Mr. Dickson, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, 'Yhat the committee on contingent expenses be:in- 
&&rneted to purzhase a small, stove, and have the sanie placed .in 
the eommittee-room at pr sent occupied by the engrossing clerk, 
proyided the cast of the same shall not exceed twenty-five del- 


lars; adopted. : 
On motion ef Mr. Tarver, a reeonsideration of the vote was 
had on the adaption of the resolntion. - 


An act entitled an act appropriating certain lands for the estab- 
lishment of a general system of edncation, &c., approved Jadu- 
ary: 26, 1839. read second time. ] 

Mt. Holland moved to engross ; lost. i (0h 

Mii. Bryan moved its refererice to the committee on Private 
Land Claims ; reference made. 

„Avbilbto he entitled air aet to ‘repeal an act authorizing the áp- 
poimoment of a fiscal atem, and fos the better sedurity of the nes 
vehue, approved March 20, 1848; with à substitute from cofnmit- 
tes s:substitinte adopted. ~ Z d di 

Ón motion of Mr. Jowers, was TT to he pene A 

‘Ameact emtitiedian act more particwtatly defining the duviedof 
rn area li namedivitlinamendments from aigi. 

opted  : , 

, iO motion was orderedtorbeiengtossed.: Oe, CU 
adiit vesoltiviqilcobi slavery. | en Hos 
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Mr. Reynolds moved to adjourn until Wednesday morning, 
half. past 9-o’clock ; lost. — 
On motion of Mr. Dickson, ‘the House adjourned until to- 


morrow morning half-past 9 o’clock. , 


@ AUSTIN, January 1st, 1950. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum pre 
sent, Journal of preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Fields, by leave ofthe Honse, changed his vbte on the en- 
grossment of the supreme court bill. ' 

Mr. Wren moved a reconsideration of the vote rejecting the 
motion to reconsider the engrossment of the bill dividing the su- 
preme court. 

` The chair decided, that the motion was out of order. 

Mr. ilolland appealed from the decision of the chair, upon 
which the yeas and nays were called for. 

Mr. Dickson inoved a call ofthe House ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, Mr. W ilson was excused from at- 
tendance on the House. 

On motion, a committee of two was appointed to wait upon 
Mr. Wilson and receive his vote. 

Sergeant-at-arms was dispatch: d for Mr. Winfield. 

Mr. Bee moved a suspension of the call ; carried. 

Committee reported duty performed. 

The yeas and nays being told, resulted as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Burney, C ‘lements, Crump of Austin, Franklin, 
Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Johnson, Lewis, Millican, Pace, 
Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Shaw; Shea, Stapp, Tarrant, Tar- 
ver, Williams and Wilson —20. 

- Nays—Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Clough, Coch- 
ran, Crump of Bexar, Diekson, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdo- 
ches, Holland, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, McNairy, Polk, 
Scott, Selman, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Sterne, 
Taylor, Whittlesey and Wren—25. 

Sothe House decided the motion to re-consider was in order. 
~ Mr. Scott moved to re-consider the vote just taken on the de- 
cision of the chair. ' 

Mr. Scott moved a call of the House. 

Mr. Whittlesey moved to adjourn until half: past nine o'clock 
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to-morrow Wworning, the yeasand nays being called for on Mr. 
Whittlesey’s motion to adjourn, resulted as'follows: > . 

Yeas— Messtis. Clough, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, Hol- 
land, Lewis, Lott,, McNairy, Pace, Reynolds,Skea, Stapp, Tar- 
rant, Taryer, Whittlesey and Williams—16. `° - 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
Clements; Cochran, Crump of Austin, Dickson, Fields, Haide- 
man of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Johnson, Lloyd, Mil- 
lican, Polk, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of 
Bed River, Smith of Shelby; Sterne, Taylor and Wren—27. 

The House refused. to adjourn. . 

Question on the call of the House on Mr, Scott's motion, was 
taken and carried. : 

Question, on Mr. Seott's motion to re-consider. 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, the motion was laid on the table. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Eingrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 


ies ComMiTTEE Room, January Ist, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, i 
` Speaker of the House. of Representatives ? 

The committe on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of those who tell with 
Fannin, Ward, Travis, Grant and Johnson, during the war with” 
Mexico in the year 1836, aud find the same correctly eugrossed ; 
report accepted. l 

Mr. Lewis, chairman of the Special committee, made the fol- 
lowiug report : : 
ComMrTTEE Room, January Ist, 1850. 
To the Hon, C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee to whom was referred the memorial of H. Cas- 


tro, praving for the passage ofa bill to secure to the colonists, in- 
troduced by hin by virtue of his colonization contract theit lands, 
have examined into the merits of the clains of said emigrants, and 
said contractor, and find that the facts set forth in the memorial 
of Henri Castro are-trne. That as a contractor he has failed in 


nothing which the most zealous ad vocate of the rights of the State 


could expect; he has used every effort to carry ont, even to the 
letter of the contract, its requirements, and exactions, and although 
the enterprize of bringing people from a foreign laud iu the other 
hemisphere, was attended with more than ordinary risk aud.ex- 
pense between theyears 1842 and 1847, the enterprise continned, 
angat Abe, close of the , time fimited in his contract for the per- 
formance thereof, we-find. that.the full number of emigrants had 
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been introduced by him ata great expense, thus fulfilling the 
spirit of his portion of the contract. E l 

The danger to which the colonists weré-exposed, in the sparse 
mauner of settlement contemplated in the contract, has prevented 
all the emigrants fram going inte the'colony, but, they have been 
compelled to congregate in villages and towns, some of which are 
within the limits of the colony, and the priucipal town Castro- 
ville, a few miles east of the colony boundary; the objects to be 
effected by their migration have however been accomplished, the 
couutry West of the then settlgd portion of Texas, at the time of 
the contract, has been 1eclaiined from the wilderness and is now 
ocenpied by an industrions, tax paying and agricultur.] popula- 
tion; aud your committee feel that the passage of the accompany- 
ing bill will give nothing more than justice to the emigrants and 
coutiactor, whilst it gnards the State from fraud and tends to an 
adjustment. at the present time of the question. in a manner which 
will preclude the uecessity of future legislation on the subject, 
and they consequently recommend its passage. 

An act to perfect laud titles ia Castro’s colony; read first tin.e. 

Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Scott, one of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
folowing report: 
Commitrer Room, Jan. Ist, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Kernan, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bills, to wit: Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs and 
assignees of Benjamin D. Nobles, deceased ; joint resolution for 
the relief of James M. Manning ; an act to incorporate the Tex- 
ana Ácalemy ; joint resolution appropriating four thousand dol- 
lars for the compensation of assessors of -direct taxes for taking 
the enumeration of the inhabitants of the State for the year 1848; 
an act making an appropriation to defray the expense incurred in. 
publishing the proposed amendment to the constitution ; joint 
resolution for the relief of the heis of Peter Crudden, deceased; 
found them corrrectly enrolledjand have this day presented them 
to the Governor for his signature; report accepted. 

Mr. Brvan introduced a bill entitled an act for the relief of. 
Greenberry Logan; read first tin-e. 

Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution: 

Rsolved, That the Secretary of State be respectfully request- 
ed to furnish this House with such information as-be may. have 
in his possession in regard to the situation of fifty leagues of land, 
granted by the late Republic of Texas for the benefit of ar East- 
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ern and Western University ; laid on the table one day for con- 
sideration. . 

Mr. Crump of Austin, made the following report : 
CowMiTTEE Room, Jan. Ist, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The joint Select committee, raised under the resolution passed 
by the Legislature, on whom was conferred the power of exam- 
ining the Penitentiary and reporting upon the qualities, kinds, 
quantities, fitness, ete., have perfomed the duty and ask to make 
the following report: 

1st. Quantities of materials purchased for the erection of the 
Penitentiary up to the 30th September, 1849; also, quantities re- 
ceived from the 30th September to 17th Bæceinber, 1849, and the 


quantities now on hand. 
Kinds. Qualities. Cost Quantity Quality. Value. 


on hand. 


Bricks, 769,44 — pr.m. $750 — $5,772 17 300,000 
1 


Lime, bbl. 6551  pr.bbl 2 52 1,665 99 

Iron, bar ib. 179901 pr.lb. 5 75 1,038 96 

Tron, sheet 1,741 pr.ib 6 25 108 81 1,741 00 
Nails, Ib. 1,000 6 05 6050 900 00 
Lumber, feet 58,4884 pr.feet 2 88 1,684 48 36 000 
White lead, kegs 19 pr. keg 2 25 Al 75 . 14 
Pain:er's oil, gal. 40 pr. gal. 80 32 09 10 
Roofing tin, box. 27 — pr.box 900 , 243 00 27 
Cut stone, cu. f. 121 pr. feet 50 to 75 65 75 121 


Bricks delivered 
30, Sept. 49. 87,000 pr. m. *? 00 609 00 


Toal: — $11,392 41 " 

The committee find upon examination, the proposals published 
inthe Banner and the bids filed in the superintendent’s office. that 
the bricks were.to be of certain dimensions, viz: 24, 44 by 9 in- 
ches when moulded, and to be hard burnt. It was, however, 
suhsequently determined by the Commissioners to take 35.000 
soft bricks for the interior of the walls ar $6 per thonsand. This 
IS oue third less than the original contract with Mr. Stamps for 
hard burnt bricks, and fifty cents less than Mr. Gillespie's con- 
tract for hard burnt bricks measuring 2} and 4 by 8 inches; by 
some oversight or inadvertency in diawing the contract with Mr. 
Stamps, although the Commissioners presumed they were con- ° 
tracting for bricks at $7 50 cts. per thousand. yet it was drawn 
for somany cubic inches, each brick of 24 and 4$ hy 9 inches be- 
ing presumed to contain seventy-two cubic inches; but by a more 
correct. calenlation and measurement, it was found to contaig 
one hundred. aud orie-cubic inches, "Phiserror in compttation in- 
ereaséd’ the càügtract! to,nine. dollars per thousand, which save 
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him some $500 more than he was entitled to, had it been pro 
perly uuderstoad. / P 
Althongh the impression has gone abroad that a reekless diss 
regard for the public weal, and that a wasteful extravagance char- 
acterized every contract of the Commissiotiers, the committee is 
pleased to state with the exception of the above error, the con- 
tracts seem to have been made on as reasonable terms as possible, 
when compared with the bidson file, which range between seven 
and ten dollars per thousand. - 
Qualities, Fitness Aid Worth of Materials. 
-T'he bricks are not merchantable, aud in the estimation of the 
committee three-fifths of their cost wonld be a full valnation.— 
The lime is goot® bugjhe mortar made from it is very defective 
in.adhesive or cementing qualities cwing to its adinixture with 
too great a quantity of inferiorsand. This isthe condinon of the 
hundred barrels on hand. There is better sand in the vicinity, 
which with a greater proportion of lime would make an excellant, 
cement. The timber used in the building 1s principally of pine 
from the surrounding country, and consequently. of an inferior 
quality, where the proper attention is not paid to its selection, 


-which wasevidently the case in purchasing it for the Penitentià- 


ry. The door frames of the cells are of oak, añd seem well 
adapted to the ptirpose. > - | 

The other materials (Iron, Nails, ete.,) enumerated in the table 
of kiuds are such as are usually offered for sale by the mercantile 
community, hence, we rate them good and fair. l 
How far the Penitentiary can be used as a prison for convicts. 

In its present condition it is totally unfit for the safe keeping 
of convicts. There are eighty-six cells and two dungeons in a 
three story building which is now being surronnded by an outer 
wall three feet thick, (at present not morethan an average height 
ofseven feet,) to be raised as high as the inner three stories, upon 
which a roof is to be placed covering the entire building. The 


--cells are without floors or locks. 


A wooden jail in the yard is the only place on the premises 
used for the safe keeping of convicts. This facility for the keep- 
ing of prisoners will, with the addition of a few more recruits, 
fall short ofthe necessary accommodations essential to their com- 
fort and health. à 

Without constructing some other portion of the pian of the in- 
stitution, than that which is now being raised it will essetitially 


. fail in the purposes for which it was désigned, for it offers neither 


facility for working or the hope of great security, so long as the 
outer wall is neglected; without this wall ardtind the yárd as'& 
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barrier every thing mnst-be done’ immediately under the eyes of 
guards, whose services will overbalance the labor of the couyicts. ~ 


What amount of money will be required to complete the Pen- 
&entiary House and walls severally with the materiale 
on hand. - 

It is estimated with the material on hand that $1,200 will 
zomplete the building now jn progress, including masonry and 
wood-work, and that the additional sum of $441 87 will be 
ample to put on the tin roof, total $1,441 87. The estimate for 
building, superintendents, store houseand hospital, to be included 
in the same building (five rooms on the lower and five oñ the 
upper floor) is as follows : 


Cubic Feet of Masonry, 18,242 

Number of Brick, 310,080 

Cost at $7 per thousand, $2,170 56 

Lime, . 1,082 00 

Mason Work, ' 620 00 

Attendance, ° 300 00 

Saud ete., |. 2100 00" 
Lumber, Carpenter's work and Plastering, — 2,000 00 

Miscellaneous items, 500 00 


Officer’s rooms over wagou way into the yard, 1,000 00 


~ men arum ptite 


Total, $8792 56 


To complete the above building it will be necessary for the 

State to purchase 310,080 bricks, 300 barrels of lime and 13 
- boxes tin, ata cost of $3,319 56. 

If the committee is to understand by the enqniry “what amount 
ef money will be required to complete the Penitentiary House 
and wall," as laid down in the plan accompanying the report of 
the Commissioners to the present Legislature, it will materially 
change the above estimate, the only data upon which the com- 
mittee can properly base an estimate, is to compare the prospec- 
tive part of the plan with that already far advanced, which does 
not embrace'more than one sixth of the work and materials that 
will be required.to complete the building. Hence, as the cost ef : 
the present-buildineg is estimated at $20,067 93, it is not unrease 
onable, inclnding unforeseen contingencies, to estimate the cost of 
the entire plan -at $120,000.. If the cost of the present building, 
superintendent’s house and accompanying rooms is only requie 
ed, “it is $28,790 49. If those buildings aud the wall surround- 
iüig:the area of three hundred-feet square $42,339 99. 
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The kind and qualities of materials. A 


' Jt will be necessary for the State to purchase for the comple- 
tion of the Penitentiary according to the plan submitted to the 
Legislature, to complete the wall around the area of three‘hun- 
dred feet square, it will require about 1,000,000 bricks; for walls 
around cells, and that which is to form the front of work shops 
next the yard 300,000 brick; the two additional rows of cells 
will also requre about 250,000 more, total number required 1.550- 
090, at $7 per thousand, $10,850 ; 1200 barrels ot lime, at $4 
per barrel, including freight, $4,500; 70,000 feet of Inmber $1,- 
700 ; 20,000 Ibs. iron $1,200 ; 60 boxes tin, at $9 per box $540. 

The sills laid on the building to form the top cf the third story 
of cells indicates evident signs of decay, and, in the opinion of 
the committee, shonid be sheltered as soon as practicable, The 
timber m the yard should be used immediately in the construc- 
tion of the building, or protected from the weather. 


Which is the cheapest covering, metal, wood or slate for the 
Penitentiary, and the cost of each material. 


The Commissioners deeming tin the cheapest covering have 
purchased twenty-seven boxes, which it is thought will with the 
thirteen additional boxes ordered, he sufficient to cover the pre- 
sent building and superintendent's house. Ht is estimated that a 
tin roof well painted will last fifty years. the cost of tin and roof- 
ing is estimated at $1,500; wood will be quite as expensive, and 
will not last more than twelve years; slate, including freight, will 
be very expensive and is thought not to answer so well the pur- 
pose as tin. Had the Commissioners adhered to the proposals 
and contracts for hard burnt brick, without regard io the interest 
of contractors, the building would have been much more valna- 
ble to the State and the escape of convicts rendered much more 
difficult. 


To test the strength of the walls one of the committee with a 
common pocket knife, the blade of which is about two aud a half 
inches in length, took from a portiou of the wall four or five 
brick in a few minutes, which induced the committee to believe 
in a very short time with the same instrament a, hole sufficiently 
large for a man to pass through might have been made. This 
experiment was made on the partition wall of the lower eells,. by 
breaking which the prisoner would not have accomplished mnch, 
because surrounded by the lattice of iron interweven with. the 
brick aud mortar in. the outer walls which we deem-stroig.— 


"The outer walls of the second and third stories;will not, how- 
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* ever, present the same barriers and consequently could be pierced 
-withthe same facility as:the partition wall. of the lower cells. 
"The doors’ of the cells are composed’ of a lattiee of iron bars 
S yiveted at each crossing of the bars,. apparently very securely and 
„attached: to itor bars, which ‘passes eight or nine inches, between 
- fhe brick. walls and facings of the door, to which they are attached, 
“by spikes; thence passing at right angles eighteen inches into the 
- walls so as'to' forbid the idéaof wrenching them fromitheir fasten- 
ings without considerable difficulty. 

"Phe removal of the bricks near . the, hinges would be attended 
with itveh labor owing to the. lattice of iron bars. The difficulty 
in the upper Stories, in the absence of the, lattice pf. iron bars 

- would be trifling;:whien compared with thelower.: ‘The commit- 
tee ‘beliaye it, sould be prudent at present only. to complete some 
' fifteei^or twenty of the-cells, as it is .presumable a:greater num 
- ber will: not be in requisitiod; during the next seven or eight 
i montis, . At the:end of this timesthe'convicts can complgte them, 
as. they may be needed, which-will not only-be a.saving of money 
to:the State; but in port Lt = original, intention of the 
— l > 
utone cell is complete, ‘which was Mite dedii itis. presumed as 
a'speeimen ; .in constructing-thé floor of this,the ground was,le- 
. velled:tipon which one layer ofibriok was placed and sand thrown 
upónrtliem to-fill the intermediate, -spaces, as is.- usual i in. paying 
* streets; this mode of floóring.is:unsafe as the bricks are too easily 
xem vid... cH would.be muel ‘the. safer way to put two ar three 
- layers ọfibrick, pouring: a ‘sufficiency: of. cement to fill the inter- 
- mediate spaces of ach tayer, which will impart a solidity to the 
floor, as moisture iis. its element ; whereas, mortar of lime requires 
~a dry position to giveit therdpsired' firmness. This fact wás fully 
démidnstrated to the coinmittée in the removal of bricks under the 
dbomway xaiascertain if iven bars had been interwoven with the 
~brickand! mortathelow-the sarface of the ground as wellis above. 
‘Heterthe mortarjhad. absorbed 'a-snfficiency qf water, (although 
:this ‘portion of ihe wall ; was laid during last summer), to T it 
talmostiassoftias when :the bricks wergdaid init... i cn 
-ude nement.wouldindt only:render the floori ing as. sirang 2i the 
1 wall;sbatrpossesses the additional advantage of preckuding mois 
stores ddewildalsd bead visable ito icement the: walls of the’ awe 
cells, astitewill pneclude: darhprless, Which wall be sondueiveta, the 
“hoxith afikie eámvidts. Petpet DA 
xidWlhenE wen thvexisitérest .ofithedinstitutign; esas Wie cbingle- 
loire bé1cells tmthe second-and third) st tes, Ave: deena it necas- 
a ale ry safebkeaping. ef the prisoners; fDatztbe inner sides of 
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the cells shotild be lined with good heart oak, tongüed and grooved 
so as to preelüde any intermeddling with the walls. The com- 


' mittee would suggest the propriety of laying the foundation Gf the 


balànce of the walls, to extend about two feet above the groünd in 
cement, as itis much better adapted tothis purpose than lime, It 


- very readily assumes the firmness of the best brick, as it is so ten- 


acious that the parts cannot be detached without great difficulty. 
This is not. the character of: lime, which dries slowly and is‘sub- 
ject to be weakened by every-exposnre to water. The cement 
costs but little more than lime, while the additional outlay, will 
amply remunerate the State in the additional strength which it 
will impart to the builldng. =. 2 

The Venetian frames in front ofthe building has.a happy ef- 
fect in dispelling the gloom which our ideas are so apt to asso- 


“ciate with this fit receptacle ofdegenerate man; but while it imparts 
‘a pleasing: aspect, it affords to the friends of its unfortunate in- 
-mates the equal pleasing hope of as speedy escape from its hate- 


ful cells. These frames are abeut six by four feet with a wall 
three feet thick behind them, with the exception of a space of 
some two feet square, behind which is a coarse iron grating placed 
some twelve feet from, and most immediately in front of the doors 
of the cells. The slats of wood which compose the blinds could 
be é&sily and silently removed with a knife, which would open an 
easy communication for the conveyance of tools through the doors 
to the prisoners, without extraordinary vigilance on the part of the 
guards. It is -evident that the present building, although it pre- 
sents to the spectator a specimen of neat workmanship; is too 
weak upon close inspection to carry with it the idea of great se- 
curity, unless attended by a strong and vigilant guard. 

We are not tnapprized of the fact that convicts are almost daily 
escaping from confinement out of the various prisons of the Union, 


` many gf them much stronger than that now being- erected at 
: Huntsville, and doubtless guarded as vigilantly as this will be. 


t 


. The securest building is that which offers the fewest induce- 
ments for escape, for the moment a weak point presents itself, not 
only the ingenuity of the inmates, but that of their associates and 
friends is taxed to its uttermost, to renderit subservient to their 
ends, and how watchful soever the guards may be, sooner or later 


their vigilance will be eluded ; "in'proportion to the weakness of 


the walls, is the necessity of employing additional guards. - . ` 
Apartof the land belonging io the Penitentiary kas been stripped 
of its timber to aid in its eonstrwetidn, which renders. it vahveless 
to that institution; itis therefére reeornmended thatthe Commis- 
sioners be ‘empoweied to sell it-to the: best advantage: and buy 
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avith the proceeds such land as may be useftl in supplying t tim- 
ber for its future construction. 
Itis desired that some’ less expensive mode of conveying pris- 
oners to the Penitentiary should be adopted than that by sheriffs 
and guards. The conveyance of those convicts now jn eonfine- 
ment has been at an average expense of seventy-three dollars; a 
cheaper and better mode would be for the sheriff of a county hav- 
ing a convict to notify the superintendant of the fact, and he-be 
authorized upon the. reception of such notice to dispatch '& por- 
tion of the guards to escort the prisoner to his destination. The 
guards will be provided with a ball and chain and other means of 
confinement to prevent escape. This :mode of convéyance has 
been adopted in the other States and found not only to work well, 
but a considerable saving to the respective institutions. 
; The Commissioners entertain the.opinion that a.law should: be 
passed authorizing the convicts to work at sueh trades as will 
most profitable to the State. It is stated, with this'privilege, that | 
when thirty are received the institution will support itself.‘ The a 
committee, however, is strongly impressed with the belief that the l 
labor of convicts should not be brought directly in competition 
with the honest industry of the country. It-has a tendeney-to - 
diminish prices, which is the sole incentive.to industry and de- 
grade the mechanical operations of every portion of the commit- 


ity with which it conflicts, ‘The history ofthe past clearly de- 


monstrates that trades of every description lingers in obscurity:as 
long as the oecupation is considered degrading. It was suggested 


to the committee while'at the Penitentiary, that the State “should <- 
send. arms to it, for its protection if the convicts should berome 
rebellious. e, JOHN SHEA, 
E 007 WILLIAM E. CRUMP of °- |- 

phe Austin County. 


‘Report received; to coma: among the orders of tlie'day.- : 
On motion of. Mz; Sterne, the House. adjourned Antik? to-mortéw 


morning, half. lf-past nine o'clock. MES l a - 
- u f ae - Sor dor . ne 
l ttt 
SOE a AUSTEN, Január 2 e on 
; .House..met. pireunnt-tb adiciimnt— rol dall dap 
‘presenta = 2s toy begs 
" Jewradliog the: puooóding: dagrtond abd adopted.: -u 705 x 
' tducommitiicatión was received from DisiEP eelléne s P 
broiigl Berti uh liis. BristiocScoétáry, Phos H ; 


Mr. Fields presented a petitiotfromrdlegahdek: wb 


ve 
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ing: for relief. On motion of Mr, Fields; was referred, to lie com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. , `: 

. Mr. Milliean oo the petition oi Sohn: Hobson: and Sas, 
Patterson, praying ‘for relief, ‘On motion ‘of Mr. '"Millican;- Was 
referred to'the committee on. Private; band, Claims. 

. Mr. Russell. puesented.a petition for the relief of R. B. Jarman. 
On ‘motion..of Mr, Russell, was réfer red tô the Cominittee on Pii- 
vate Land Claims. .: "tete 
. Mr. Charlton, p the committee on County andiCoun- 
ty Boundaries, made: the following report; ee asd 

gs COMMITTEÉ Room, Jah. 2, T 
"To the. Hon. C. G. KzawAN, *». 
- Speaker of the House-of T PE s = E 

The committee’on, County and County: Boundaries, ee had 
abill to; be entitled an‘act to aménd the chartér.of thé town of 
Goliad under consideration, A majority of thé committee in- 
struct nye to report the same back to the Housej ahd repectfully 
recommend its. ee Rd be 

They Have also examined a bill to be entitled -an ory tii create 
the eounty of Bell, and, Instruct ine to: repari it bae and. reconi- 
‘mend itspassagg. > 

-Report and bill received fo come up among the orders. ‘of the 


day. 
. Mr, Tar rant, ebairman of: the’ committee on Internal iprove 
ments, made the following repott =. . 

AE COMMITTEE Room, January 2, 1850. 


'To.the Hon. ©. G. KERNAN, "5 


: Speaker of . the. House of Ropreséntatives 3 
The committee e op/Intérnal improvements, to whom was "Yefer- 
red a bill:to establish tihe Rio. Grande Rail-way and Turnpike 
company, after; ‘having given due consideration to the subject, 
and.your committee being satisfied.that a majority-of: the jnkab- 
itants-of that section,of county are in favorót saidiproject; have 
instructed me to report the bill to the favorablerqensideration of 
the House. All of which is respectfully submitted. 
. Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 
ay. 
Mr. Sterne offered the following resolution: 
- Resolved, \'Fhat..that.:part-of ile Governors: message. which 
refers to quieting the land titles of the State, be referred to.a:se- 
lect committee 9f .fivé, and, that theSenate. be xequested Itorappoint 


alike epramittee, tojast with tke committee of the: House o:adopt- 


ed. ‘The ¢heir appointed Messts«Sterde,-Bryan, Mise Tun 
aud. ‘Stapp said seleet cammiltees 5 Li edd cal as 


* 


A13 E 


Mr. Taylor offered the following resolution : d 


Resolved, That hereafter this House will nese at 9 o'clock, 
andi adjourn ‘at one ;; meet at 3, and adjourn ‘at’ e on’ each, day, 


——á RT 


unless the.business be disposed ‘of sooner, pe 
Laid-oir the table one day -for consideration. i - 
Mr. McNairy introduced a supplement to an act supplliinchta- 


ry. to an act to organize-the eóuhty of Upsht approved iA 


26, A. D. 1848: read first time. : 

Mr. Tarver offered the following resolution: 

Reeolied, That the 44th rule of this. House, be so simended e as 
to read as follows: 

When a motion has been put and decided by the House in the 
affirmative or negative, any member who voted with the, majori- 
ty may move a. reconsideration ihereof on the same öt succeed- 
ing day, and such motion to reconsider shall have precedence-of 
all other questions or motions, except a motion to alljourtt. n 

“Laid on the table one day for consideration. t- 

Mr. Wilson ititroduced a bill to be entitled an aet to préécfibe 
the mode of returning proofs in certain cases ; read first time. 

Mr. Scott offered the following joint resolution < 

. Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of ‘Texas, 
That. the Governor be, and he,s hereby, authorized to ‘eniploy 
counsel to represent the State in the present session of the su- 
preme court, and: that. this resolution take effect- = be'in ferce 
‘from and after its passage ; read first time. 

On motion, the House procedded to the orders of the day and: 
the business on the Speaker's table. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY: 


Me Wren offered the following resolution : 5 

Resolved, That the resolution introduced in this House pro- 
hibiting the Secretary of the Senate from niaking his report ‘to 
this House when a member is.addressing-the-chair; be and thè 
same is hereby rescinded: nad 

Read and laid on the table one day for considération. ` 1+- 

: On motion. of .MruBryan,the communication of -His"E&celtén- 
oy, P: Hansbrough. Bell, Governor of the: A AC taken tp z 
rea dca dg ata 

10n motion wef Mr: Wilson, iie: edmmunination ‘of, hie Etel- 
lency was referred to the select committee to. whom was-refe 
the resolution offered om a previous day, of VIEN . Stapp- a 
chairman scs Y S t 
2 Mr. Smith ad iniata thie fallow PEATA di 

Resolved; Dhaethevominittée to whowt was nelomed the res: 


i 
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olution appertaining to the services, conduct, &c., of the Hon. 
Spruce M. Baird, judge-of the 11th judicial district for the State 
ur of Texas, be instructed to inquire into the manner in which Jas. 
TE W. Webb, who was appointed district attorney fór said district, 
has diseharged the, duties thereof, the amount and character of 
the services rendered whileacting as such attorney, the amount 
of money drawn from the treasury as a compensation for such 
services, &c., and report to this House at as early a day as prac- 
ticable ; read and adopted. 

- On: motion of Mr. McKinney, the bill to be entitled an act 
| | granting a charter to the Galveston and Brazos Navigation com- 
a pany, was taken up, with amendments from committee ; amend- 
| 
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ments adopted, 

Mr. Tarver offered the following amendments : 

Strike out the enacting clause of first section, and insert: “ Be 
4l enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas” Also, 
insert in 2d section in 4th line, after “county,” “ Jos. H. Wood 
of Washington county " ; adopted. | 

Mr. Bee offered the following amendment ; 

* Provided that said canal shall not commence at, or eross the 
Brazos river at a point more than five miles above the mouth of 
said river, without the consent of the Brazos and Galveston ca- 
nal company.” 

. Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment: 

In 7th section 4th line, after the word “valuation,” insert “ and 
any farther amount of damages which such owner will sustain " ; 
adopted. 

Mr. Jowers offered the following amendment : 

In 7th section, after the word appropriate in 2d line, insert. “on 
a the immediate route of said canal”; adopted. . 

l Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment : 
In 7th section 10th line, after the-word “lands,” insert “ and: 
the amount of damages to which the owner may be entitled” ; 
adopted. 
Mr. Franklin offered the following amegdment : 
. In 7th section 2d line, insert “on the immediate route of said 
canal,or within one hundred feet on each side of the canal " ; 
adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. _ mt 
Mr. Stapp, chairman of the select committee on Post Routes, 
made the following report : > 
. To the Hon. C. `G. Kernan, o , , 
Speaker of the House of Representatives... 

The special committee on’ Post Routes,.tatwhom was referred 

a joint resolution originating in the Senate, instrtieting our Sen- 
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ators and requesting our Representatives in the Congress of the 
United States, to procure the establishment of certain mail routes 
in Texas, have had the same under consideration, and instruct 
me to report, that they concur in the Senate's . resolution, with 
slight amendments, so fat"as they go; but your committee are of 
the opinion that there are other routes not included in the resolu- 
tion which are equally necessary. 22 E 

It is a fact well known to every inquiring mind, that the pres- 
ent mail facilities of Texas are entirely inadequate and insuffi- 
cient to render that prompt and certain intercommunication which 
is absolutely necessary to our existence as a prosperous people. 
The many advantages to be derived from well regulated mails 
throughout the country, are too well ascertained for us to add 
one word of comment upon the subject; yet the inefficiency of 
our mail facilities in some portions of our State, renders them, as 
a channel of communication, almost entirely useless, It is not 
unfrequently the case, in some sections of the country, that let- 
ters are weeks:and months, en route on circuitous. lines between 
neighboring towns; while others have no mail faeilities whatev- 
er. In view of these facts, your committee unanimously concur 
in the opinion, that it is highly necessary that the post routes and 
the facilities of mail transportation should be greatly increased ; 
also, that it is equally important that there should be appointed a 
mail agent exclusively for this State, that he may visit the differ- 
ent sections of our country to enable him to ascertain what 
changes and connections may be necessary on the different routes, 
to establish such post-offices as the convenience and necessities 
of the citizens may require, ahd to see that the post-masters con- 
duet their offices according to the requirements of law. : Your 
committee, therefore, entertaining these views, have instructed 
me to repórt the following amendments to the original resolutión, 
and selicit a favorable consideration of the same. l 

Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 

A communicátion was received from his Excellency, the Gov-. 
ernor, with aceompanying reports from the Auditor and Comp- 
rover. ` à i? - 

, Ou' motion of Mr. Scott, the rule-was suspended, and the joint 
resolüti8ff-to authorize the Governor to employ counsel to repre- 
sent the State in the present session of the supreme court, ^was 


re&d^secdtfd ‘time! - E 
“Mr. Wilsen Sffered to amend the resolution as follows » 
Tü*the tli litié, after the word ''eourt," insert “and whenever 
the! terest of tlre State may requié it, until an Attorn y-Gener- 
al can be duly eletied ” ; adopted. ate aa e UD 
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.Mr. Tarver offered a Substitute for thé above resolution. 

. Mr. McKinney:moved to strike out the preamble’; lost. l 

Mr. Scott-moved the ‘previous’ question, upon which ‘the. yeas 
and: nays were called-and resulted as:follows į E 

‘Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Burney, Charlton; Clements, Cochran, 
Crump of A., Crump of B, Dickson, Hardeman of N. Johnson, 
Jowers, Lloyd, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, 
Shea, Smith.of R, R., Smith of S; Sterne, Taylor, Williams, 
Wilson and Wren—25: - . 

Nays, Messrs, Bee, Bogart, Fields, Franklin, Gill et, ‘Hardeman. 
of T., Lewis, Lott, McNairy, ee ‘Selman, Shaw, Stapp and 
Tarver—-14. 

So the House decided the previous question should be put. , 

The main question; which was the adoption.of the substitute 
offered by Mr, Tarver, was then put; and the yeas and nays be- 
ing called for théreon, resulted as follows:: 

“Yeas : Messrs. Speaker, Charlton, Clements, Cochran, Crump : 
of B., Dickson; Hardeman of N., Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Milli- 
can, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, ‘Shea, Smith: of S4 "Taylor 
Wilson —19. 

Nays: Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burmmey, Crump of. A., 
Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman:of T., Lewis, Lott, McKin- 
ney, McNairy, Pace, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Smith of R; R., 
Stapp; Sterne, Tarver, Whittlesey, Williams and Wren—24. 

So the House refused to adopt the substitute. 

Mr.. Stapp moved to lay the resolution on the table ; lost. 

The question recurring on the engrossment of the resolution, 
and the yeas and nays again demanded, resulted as follows : 

Yeas: Messrs: Speaker, Bee,-Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
Clements, Cochran, Crump of A., Crump of B., Dickson, Harde- 
man of N., Johnson, Jowers; Lewis, Lloyd, Millican; ;Paee, Polk, 
Reynolds, "Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaws, Shea; ’ Smith... 
of Es. Sterne, ‘Taylor, Williams, Wilson and. Wren--32. . 

Nays :' ‘Messrs. Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman | of T, 
Lott, Smith of R: R., Stapp. Tarver and Whittlesey—9;« 

So the resolution was ordered to be engróssed, : 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, resolution í 
read third time, and the yeas and- nays again: galled forand:stood ' 
thus: . 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clem- 
ents, Cochran, Crump of B»; ‘Diekson,, Hardéman, of .N., Jowers, 
Lewis, Lloyd, McKinney, Millican, Pacey; Bolk, Reynolds, Ran- 

nels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith. of R, Bbm th- 
of S., Taylor, Williams, Wilsorrand. Wren--30. >: '. 
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Nays’, Messrs. Bryan, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of* 
T; Lott, MeNairy, Stapp, Tarver and Wiittleséy—10. 
So the joint resolution passed.  : 
Mr. -Burney, chairman -of thé committee oi Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: | cM M E 


Hon. OG. KEENAN, P 
Speaker: of the House of Répresintaties: 

"The comiittee on Enrolled Bi'ls have examined ajoiñt teso- 
lution authorizing the procurement of a slab of native marble of ' 
the required ‘dimensions; to; be placed in the national: montiment * 
being biilt'in the City of Washington, and'find the same ‘cérrett- 
ly enrolled ; an having been signed by the Speaker of the House ` 
and President of the: Senate, was this oe presented : to his Ex- 
cellency, the’ Governor, for his. approval. ' M : 

` Read and:acceptéd. i TE 

Oñ motion of Mr. ‘Dickson, the Hois adjonrned until. ‘three, 
o'clock; p: m. i; 


ay 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


House met pursuant to Peur WERE aN called— quorum 
present; , i ; 
Mr. Bryan, by leave, introduced a bill to ba entitled an.act to 
quiet.the land titles in thé colonies of Austin, :De Witt, and De 
Leon, of those claiming lands. under titles issued to colonists, ac- 

tual settlers or rẹsident citizens, before the act of the late consul- 
tation, closing the Land Officé in November,'1835, under colon- - 
ization, laws of the government of Mexico and the State of Coa- - 
huila and Texas, as head:riglits to, heads of families, and to sin- 
gle men, where, the title issued for one league-and labor ef land, 
or less ; read first time. : 

A commiünication from his, Iixcellency; the Governor, on the.- 
subject of the pnblic debt of the late Republic of Texas, was; 
opened and reads fas follows : 
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: ` ‘Austin, Jan. 1, 1850. 
To.the Hon. the Senate and: 
T | r «louse, of Representatives :-.— ` 

E haveithe, honor to transmit.herewith the joint réport, with thes, 
accompanying documents, from the Auditor and Comptroller off 
Public Accoutits, made in conformity with “Ap act to provide; 
fov aseertaining; the debt,of the lug Da of Tous approv- 

edo Marebt 20th; 184, i24] 


he report commends itself 1 to the. especial notice of. ‘the Hon. 


gone 


— ee uu 


79 


AM uat TU WE S VL 


PES 
P 
"ELI 


= 


oom ES CERI AE Mene 


“Pam > 


st 


pec 


a A18- 


Legislature from the great importance of the sybject it embraces, 
as well as -from the labor.and industry which it is manifest has 
been displayed by the board in their efforts to comply with the 
above-recited law. As it is subject to the revision and amend- 
ment of the Legislature, it can be determined, upon close inves- 
tigation, whether the principles adopted in scaling the different: 
classes.of liabilities, are equitable and just. i 

. The report exhibits that there is a very large amount of out- 
standing liabilities, not presented for audit, belonging to the first 
class, and provided for under the laws of the late Republic of 
Texas; and justice would seem to demand that the holders of 
these liabilities should not be excluded from the benefits intended 
to be conferred by the passage of the act of the 20th March, 
1848. There is álso'a considerable amount of unexamined se- 
cond class claims on file, which it has been found impracticable, 
for want of sufficient time, to act upon, but which are just and 
bona fide, having been contracted under the sanction of law.— 
They are reported by the board for the sanction of the Legisla- 
lature. 

It will-be necessary, to enable the board (should it be continu- 
ed) to receive and audit the liabilities of the third class, to pass 
the proper laws for that purpose. Among this class of claims, 
there will be found a large number of the most meritorious cha- 
racter,-and it is even-handed justice to place them on an equal 
footing with those embraced by previous laws. I therefore, res- 
pectfully recommend to the Hon. Legislatüre a continuance of 
the board, with the same powers heretofore extended to them, 
and such others as may by you be deemed expedient, for the pe- 
riod of twelve months, or to stich time as may be actually requi- 
red, to be determined by the Executive, from the semi-annual 
reports required to be made to him under the 3d section of the 
act named in, this communication. 

: | P..H. BELL. 

Mr. Bee, by leave, intro: ced a bill to be entitled on act to le- 
galize certain head-right csrtificates: issued by the county court 
of Refugio county ; read first time. _ 

Mr. Bee, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act pro- 
viding for the payment for the forage, subsistence, medicines, &c. 
&o., of the company of mounted volunteers commanded by Capt. 
Johnson, mustered info the service of the State by order of his 
Excelleney, G. T. Woo’ ; read first time. " E 

Mr. Wren, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act au: : 
thorizing the county courts to levy an additional tax or latids for 
road purposes ; read first tire. (bw E x 
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. Mr. Dickson offered the following resolution : 

| Resolved, That the commi«tee on the, Judiciary be instructed: 
to inquire into the expediency of so amending the existing laws, 
as to give to parties the right of having suits;-where they a are de- 
fendants, removed to the county of their residence, when the 
same may have,originally composed a part of the county when 
said suit or suits may be pending, and that they report by bill or 
otherwise ; adopted. ` . 

Joint resolution on slavery. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, was made the special order of the day 
for the 8th of January, 1850. 


A bill to be entitled an act to extend and define the eastern ` 


‘boundary of Caldwell county, with report from committee on. 
County and County: Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of T., was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Án act to authorize the county surveyor of Smith county to 
record certain field notes herein named, with “amendment from 
‘committee ; amendment adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, was ordered to be engrossed. 

bill'to be entitled an act to incorporate the city of Browns- 
ville. 

Mr. Jowers moved to amend, by striking out “ rolls,” and in. 
serting “ votes" ; carried. 

Ont motion of Mr. Clements, was ordered to be engrossed, 

Joint resolution for the relief of the estate of Lieut. Lansing, 
deceased. . 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the resolution was read by its cap-. 
tion, and, on motion, was referred to the committee on State 
Affairs. > 

A bill to fix the salaries and per diem pay of officers not oth- 
erwise provided for by law. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, was laid on the table for the present. 

- Joint resolution authorizing the Governor to subscribe for three 
hundred copies of the second and third volumes of the reports of 
the decisions of the supreme court of this State ; read second 
time. 

` Mr--Fields moved .to amend, by striking out “ six," and i in- 
serting* fiv&" dollars ; adopted. 


On motion, was ordered to be engrossed. ait 
Joint. resolution relative to Harriet Arnold, a free woman of 


* 


color, remaining in this State ;: read: second time. ; 
Od padtion of Mr. Lewis was s referred to the committee on Ed- 
ncation. A 


a 


See 
* 
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Joint resolution for the: pd of. mechanies;. Worse 
laborers and others. 

. Mr. Scott moved to engross. $ í 

: Mr. Jowers moved to amend by iade an additional din : 

Sec. 6. Beit further enacted, That every mechanic fuxnish-. 
ing any person or persons with a gia stand or portable: mill, shall 
hold a lién upon every species of property upon the. plantation 
or farm upon which it is intended to be placed, until said. gin. 
stand or portable mill is paid for... 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, bill end amendment Was laid on 
the table for the present. 
'* Mr. Stapp moved the communication áo om his Excellency, the 
Governor, be transmitted to the Senate. 

Mr. Stapp offered the following resolution : M 

- Resolved, That (the Senate concurring) the executive com- 
munication on the subject of the debt ot the late Republic of 
Texas, together with the report of the Auditor and Comptroller 
aa the same, be referred to the Joint RADARE committee of. the 
two Houses on Public Debt. 


ie “4 
« 


Laid on the table one day for consideration. i 
On motion of. Mr. Bogart, the rule was suspended and the re- 
solution read and adopted. i 


Resolution— Resolved, That no more new business’ shall be 
received into this House, from and after the 10th of January 
instant, unless by a vote of two-thirds of the members, 

Mr. Fields offered a stibstitute. 

Mr. Franklin moved the original and substitute be laid on the. 
table for the present. ` 

Mr. Dickson moved a division of the question. 

Question recurring on the substitute, was taken and subetitute 
laid .on the table. 

Mr. Fields moved the original be laid on the table, upon ‘which 
the yeas and mays were called for and resulted. as follows: .+ 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Clements, Cochran, 
Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nu; Jowers; Lewis, Milliean, Rus- 
sell, Shea, Smith of S., Stapp. Sterne, Tarver and Williams-+18. 

Nays: Messrs. Bee, Charlton, Crump of A., Dickson, Harde- 
man ot T, Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Pace, Polk; Runnels, 
Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of R. Ri, Taylor, Whittlesey, Wil- 
son and Wren—20. ` "4 x 

So the- House refused to Jay the resolution on the tabes 

Mr. Tarver offered a substitute ;' rejeeted, : . - E 

“Mr, Bognr& moved':to amend, by striking out the we Otte, and 
inserting the “15th” instant; lost. i 


ai 


Question taken on the adoption of the original resolution, up- 
on which ane yeas and nays were called for and resulted as fol- 
lowsr, 

Yeas : oo ‘Charlton, Crump of A. Do Hardemanof 
T., Johnson, Lloyd; Pace, Polk, ‘Runnels, Scott, Sélman, Smith 
‘of. Ras A Taylor, Whittlesey, ilsola and Wren—16,- ad 

. Nays.;, Messrs. Speaker, ‘Bae, Bogart; Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Cochran, Fields, Fydnklig, Hardeman-of Ni, Jowers,!Lewis, Lott, 
McKinney, MeNairy, Millican ; Russell; Shay,’ aaa Smith ie D 
Stapp, Sterne, Tarver and Williams—24. : . ^|: 

The House refused to adopt.the.regolution. ^ — 

‘An act for the ihcorporation of the town.of Tyler i in. «the goun- 
ty of Smith, with report from committee. 

On motion ot Mr. Éott, was låid-on the table. 

. Or Motion: of Mr. Lloyd, a bill to'be entitled an act to establish 
and iri&orporaté' à: literary institution under the stipervision aid 
control of 'the Eastern’ Texas Annual Colfereiiée; located at or 

‘fear’ the'toWn' Sf Henderson. ih this State, was tåke trp, tend ‘and 
‘referred tothe committee on ‘Education® 

Ab billiito be-entitl ed an: act forthe rélie® of Williain Me Mas- 
-térs;-late Sheriff of Brazoria county ; read’ Second time, and, en 
motion of Mr 'Wiltiaras, referred to the Finan é¢ cofimittee. -> 

Mr. Tarver, by leave, Offoyed the: Tdllowing resolution: ' 

Resolved, That the committee on Contingent Expenses'be 
autlidrized to: pitréhase a small stove; and have the same placed 
in the committee room at present.;occupied. by. the Hagrossing 
Clerk of the ‘House Of Kepsesantatives, provided the cost shall 


not exceed. twenty-five; dolars ; tead and and,adepted..- 1 


4 | bibl to, be,entitled an act to preseribe the time o fthei mepting 


of the, Legislature. oí the, State. of. "T'exas, with repoxt from, com- 
„mittee; recommending the same to be.Jaid wpor. the table; onimo- 
“tioo, r. -Harde man, the © report was: laid: an the table. ae 

«Y he] report of, the; committee: an ;Gounty Boundaries op the 
petition of, the;ci (izenstof Walker, ‘Grimes and Ligon counties, 
-Praying fer-theereation. ofa: hew,-county, was read. andradopted. 


l geep tion i, Mra Jowers, the Housetadjoared aii halbpest 
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- " AugrIN, Jahuary 3rd, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—qudrum 
"present. Mts . 2A 
. Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. > > > 
Mr. Whittlesey presehted:a petition from sundry citizens of 
Newton and Jasper counties; on niotion of Mr. Whittlesey, was 
referred to the committee on County Boundaries. l 
Mr. Bryan, chairman of the committee on Education, made the 
following reports: —- C 


CowwrrTEE Room; Jan, 3d, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, ' D 
Speaker of the House af Representatives : 

The committee on Education, to whom was referred a joint 
resolution for the relief of Harriet Arnold, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and instruet me to report the same back to the 
House with the following amendments: strike out in the pream- 
ble all after the word “friends;” .and strike out in the first resolu- 
tion all after the words “State of Texas,” and insert “in consid- 
eration of the services of her father, and of her being a native 
born Texian;” all of which is respectfully submitted. eU 

Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 

r : 


day. 
y l CoMMITTEE Room, Janwary 3d, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, | : 
Speaker of the House of Representatives -. 
The committee on Edueatioí, to whom were referred the fot- 
lowing bills, have examined the same and instruct me td report 
them back with the accompanying amendments and récortimend 
their passage: A bill supplementary to ah act'entitled an act to 
establish and incorporate the College ‘of DeKalb, approved Janu- 
ary"26, 1839 ; also, an aet'tó establish and ineorporüte a Literary 


-Iastitute under the superintendencé and control of the Eastern 
“Texas Annual Conference, Jocated’at or near the‘ town of‘ Hen- 
dersor in this State, with a substitute; ‘the comuntttee recénithend 


the adoption of the latter, with the amendment of striking oüt'the 
“13th, 17th and 18th sections,” and adding the words after the 
last section, “that this act shall take effect and be in force imme- 
diately, 
Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. . 
Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on -Private -Land 


34. Claims, made the following reports: - 


e 
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so. CoMMETTEE Room, Jan. 3d, 1850. 
Hon. " G. EN ni 
ia Speaker of the House of Rentan e, ; 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
the, petition of Elizabeth Hart, have examined the same and are 
satisfied that the petitioner-is justly entitled to the relief prayed for; 
and haye therefore instructed me to report the following joint res- 
olution for her relief, and. recommend its passage ; all of which 
is respectfully | submitted. 

Joint resolution for.the relief of Elizabeth Hart ; read first 
times, 

Report and joint resolution feceived, to come up among the 
orders of the day. 
COMMITTEE Room, Jan. 3d, 1850, 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of. William C. Sparks, 
have. had the same under consideration and are satisfied from the 
evidence adduced, that he is entitled to the relief set forth in the 
accompanying bill, and have therefore instructed me to report the 
bill back to the House, and recommend its passage. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of oe 


day. 

i ComMiTTEE Room, January 3d, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the: Hoüse of Representatives : | : 

The committeé on Private Land:Claims, to whom was referred 
' the petition of Mary McIntyre and Hugh C. McIntyre, the mother 
and brother of Duncan McIntyre, deceased, a volunteer in‘the 
service of Texas during the campaign of 1826; have’ had the 
game under consideration, and find from the evidence ot the Ad- 
jutant, General that said’ Duncan McIntyre entered the service of 
thié^late: Republic of Texas prévious ‘to: the first day of August, 
A. D. 1836, and served: a tour of düty therein, and thereb be- 
came ‘entitled by law toa head-right certificate for oné-thitd ofa 
league of land, being a single man, which certificate has never 
bee issued, ‘ete. ; the committee have therefore instructed me to 
report a bill for the relief of the heirs of said McIntyre, and. 1é- 
conimend its passage. 
~i Acbilbtobe entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Davean 
JMeintyae, deceased; read first times, 000, 4 beo ls 

' Report and bill Ipea " come up. among the: onders of the 
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a Bee, chairman ofthe committed ia Lands, t6: ae 
_was referred an act to amend the 2d section ofan act, to propiibit 
the-boards of Land Cominissionéts froth’ isstiing certificates to 
! any.claimant whatever, unless the claimant shall have: previously 
j received «conditional certificate from some competent, board, ap- 
i proved March Ist, 1848 ; have had-the’sanre uridet consideration, l 
E and believing that it ^is impolite to: adopt the’ amendment, have 
b | "instructed me to feport, the same'back to the House, and ask to be 
discharged: from its farther edtisidétation; : 


: ; Répórt ; and bill’ received, to come üp: imong the orders of the 


: made the following: report 


' OduutrrEn’ ‘Room, Jánuaty 2d, 1650. 
i To the Hon, C. Q.. KEENAN, 
i ":Spéaker of the House of, -Representatives.: 


The P om Engrossed Hills; daxe examined a bill to be 
| ‘entitled an act to,repeal,,an yact, authorizing the,appojntment-of a 
eal ee nd for ‘the CE ty ofthe revenue, approved 
Y o 2h Bi ES p ig e UE | 
. n S Bed | aL, Ag HEATH ban ACE fo 461 
|0T. .eount nu apprqyéd, VE 48. 9m. A Bit be be 
til Lange t authori a singu of Smith p san Hy o ren- 
der.cartain fiel d.nofes herein. "asp na Joint, zeselntion, au- 
‘thofizing: tlie, Govenncy to, (pud ‘counsel, Bo epresent, wi State 
-in, the present, sessign, ofthe, panes font ane Bn: the 
same ‘comeetly engrossed; report accepted. ga Las de un 
af ture OONFBRENGEI CHAMBER, Jaquary, iid, A860. 
Ta the. Hon. IGG. HREENANS: - sub ofge oily tess E D hodegp. 
Speaker of the House of Represengatived s ,.— e 
. | fie comthittee! tof: Gotfereliceildnethie hattewdmdndoliierdd by 
the Senate and refused by the: Housé texerjointresolni some: proti- 
‘din oferta) vedituatostaretrderief persons therein imentionell, by 
the governments of the United States and Mexico; haveunet, 


“¢ 


i tar 
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and after due examination and free conference, have instructed 
us to recommend that the House concur ia the amendment of the 
Senate; all of which is respectfully submitted, - - 
J. B. ROBERTSON, : 
Chairman an the part of the Senate. 
H. P. BEBE, -.* , 
Chairman on the part of the House. 

Mr. Fields introduced a bill entitled an act making an appro- 
priation of money to build a fire-proof Land, Office; read first 
time. ; . ; "y à 

Mr. Stapp introduced a bill to be entitled an act to allow lands 
to be surveyed and patented in the bounds of Fisher & Miller's 
colony ; read first time. : 2 

Mr. Tarver offered the following preamble and joint.resolution 
of the Legislature of the State of Texas, instructing the Senators, 
and requesting the Representatives of Texas in the Congress of 
the United States, to use their influence to procure the passage of. 
a law to establish an additional United States District €ourt in 
the State of Texas ; and if they are not able to obtain an addi- 
tional district, then to provide that the present court shall b 
holden at three different places in the State, etc.; read first time. 

Mr. Scott offered a joint resolution prescribing the mode of 
transferring the consolidated stock fund of the late Republic of 
Texas ; read first time. ` EE 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the resolution to count the votes ‘cast 
for Commissioner of the General Land Office, as amended by the 
Senate, was concurred in bythe House. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, the House proceeded to the orders of 
the day, and the business on the Speaker's table. 

The bill for the incorporation of the town of Tyler in the 
county of Henderson with report from committee, was taking up; 
read second time. ; : 

Mr. Lott offered the following amendment: in section 2nd, 
5th and 6th line, strike out the words “who shall be ex officio, 
á justice of the peace. l x cS 

Amendment adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed 

A message was received fromthe Senate informing the House 
that the Senate concurred in the amendment to the bill for the 
organization of the couuties of Presidio, Et Paso; Worth and 
Santa Fe; also, a bill creating the counties of Presidio, El Paso, 
Worth-ahd. Santa! Fe ; alsó, that they have passed by-a constitu- 
" Uomat-magórii, at-oint resolution requiring all the tăxes coming 
to the State, from the people of-Jasper county. for the year 1850, 
excepting the'teti per cent, required for educational purposes, to 

BB 
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be appropriated to the building of-a :eourt:house and jail'for said 
‘county; also, the following-bills originating in the Senate: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs or legal representatives of Wil. 
liam H. Malone, deceased; also, 

A bill requiring the Adjutant General to issue a bounty war- 
rant to James E. Edmiston for three hundred and twenty acres 
ofland; and the Comptroller of public accounts to audit his 
‘claim for twelve months pay asa private in the army of Texas: 
also, a bill declaring Bear Creek in Sabine county, a navigable 
stream; also, a bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue a head-right certificate, first class, for one 
league and labor cf land to John Boyd, assignee of George W. 
Mead ; also, a bill to provide for the incorporation of charitable, 
benovolent and Scientific companies or societies; also, a bill for 
the relief of Samuel G. Norvell; =~ 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to in- 
corporate the Western Texas Orphan Asylum, approved March 
16th, 1848; also, 

- A bill to authorize James Knight to adopt Lucinda E. Nibbs, 
daughter of Mary Beckham, deaceased, late of the county of Fort 
Bend.—originating in-the House; also, | 

Requesting the House -to transmit to the Senate the amend- 
ments to the Constitution, which were reported to the Senate on 
Saturday last. "uL. 

A bill to be entitled an act to locate the seat of justice of Dal- 
las county; read second time, and, on motion, passed to a third 
reading. 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Wm. Ward, late Commissioner 
ofthe General Land Office; read second time, with the report 
from committee, and ordered to be engrossed. 

-A bill to secure to the German Emigration Company and their 
colonists the lands to which they may be entitled, and to adjust 
the liabilities of said company; read second time. 

- Mr. Williams moved to fill the blank with fifty cents per acre; 
adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to perfect land titles in Castro’s col- 
ony; read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the House took a recess for ten min- 
utes, to prepare for the reception of the Senate. i 

Recess expired—and House called to order. - 

The honorable the-Senate appeared headed by. their President. 
The President was invited to aseat on the right of the Speaker, 
and the Senators to seats prepared for them. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Tarver and Bee on the part of . 
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the House, and the President appointed Messrs. Brashear and 
Davis on the part of the Senate— l'ellers. 
The Speaker then announced the election returns for Commis- 


sioner of the General Land Office, cast on the 6th of August, 
last. 
' The returns were then opened and published by counties, in 


joint session of the Legislature ; after all the returns had been 
published, the result appeared: . 


For George W. Smyth, 10,370 votes. — 7 
& Thomas Wm. Ward, i 4774 *" f 
i Wade, 144 « , 


Borden, g. w« 


[44 

George y. Smyth having received a majority of the votes cast 
for Commissioner of the General Land Office on the ‘6th day of 
August, A. D. 1849, the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
declared him duly and constitutionally elected Commissioner of 
the said office. .. í 

The honorable the Senate, returned to their chamber. 

On motion- of. Mr. Taylor, the House adjourned until kalf- 
past two o’clock, p. m. 


Half-past two o'clock, p. m. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

An act to incorporate the Mount Vernon Male and Female 
Academy, with report and amendments from committee on Edu- 
cation; amendments adopted. i i 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled an 
act to exempt buildings and grounds designed and used for pur- 
poses of education or public worship from taxation, with report 
and amendments from committee on Education ; amendments 
adopted ; on motion of Mr. Fields, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Livings- 
ton; read second time; on motion of Mr. Fields, was ordered’ to 
be engrossed. TES NU 

A bill entitled an act for the relief of Greenberry Logan ; read 
second time; on motion of Mr. Bryan, was referred to the cor- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. — n n 

Joint resolution requesting our Senators and, Represéntütives 
in the United States Congress to procure the passage ofa law ät- 
thorizing the Governor of the State of Texas, tà gall ‘tia tHe 
United States service a regiment of Mounted "Ydluufeeis for the 


* 
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weriod of twelve months; read second time. On motion of Mr, 
Bee, was referred to the committee on State Affairs. V 
An act entitled an act to amend the Ist section of an act en- 
titled an act to regülate the license and practice of attorneys and 
counsellors at law, approved 12th May, A. D. 1846; read second 
time. On motion of Mr. Smith of Red River, was ordered to be 
engrossed. 
. Report of the committee appointed to examine the Penitentiary. 
Mr. Russell-moved one hundred copies of the report be printed ; 
lost. oo 
Mr. Fields moved to refer the report to the committee on the 
Penitentiary ; lost. 
On motion of Mr. Bryan, was laid onthe table for the present. 
An act to permanently locate the seat of justice of Cook. coun- 
iy; read second time. On motion of Mr. Bogart, was referred 
r, 10 the committee on County and County: Boundariés. 
1 A bill to be entitled an act to provide for a distribution of the 


reports of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the State of © 


‘Texas; read second time. On motion of Mr, Williams, was or- 
f ‘dered to be engrossed. mE 

Resolution. — Resolved, That the Secretary of State be respect- 
fully requested to furnish this House with such information as 
he may have in his possession in regard to the situation of fifty 
leagues of land, granted hy the late Republic of Texas for the 
benefiv of an Eastern and Western University. 

Mr. Williams moved to amend by inserting after the word 
| “situation etc." “location ete.” ; adopted. ° l 
E ` Question on the adoption of the resolution as amended, taken 

and carried. 
l A bill to be-entitled an act to authorize Baily Inglish, Thomas 
Cowart and their associates, to construct a turnpike road from the 

7 the town of Bonham -in`the county of Fannin, across the Bois 
d'Arc bottom to the highland on the east side of said stream in 
the direction of the town of Paris, in Lamar county ; read third 
time and passed unanimously. 


X 


An act to change the time of holding court in a part of the 4th 


4 
F d 


Judicial District. On motion of Mr. Taylor, was ordered to be 


engrossed. ` 

Mr. Scott, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, Phat the Senate be requested to appoint a commit- 
tee to act with the Special committee of the House, to whom was 
referred the memorial of the agent of Peters’ colony ; adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Washington H. Se- 
P crest; read third time and passed. - 
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A bill to be entitled an act.to amend an act entitled an-ac£ to 
incorporate Baylor University, approved February 1,.1845 ;-read 
third time and passed. , NN Ker d emis 

A billto be entitled an- act for the relief of-Samuel.G. Newton 
& Co., and Tilly & Hewitt; read third third time and passed. -. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the time of holding the 
District Courts in the 5th Judicial District ; read third time. and 

assed. l » | 

A bill to be entitled an aet to provide for deductions from the 
salaries of District Judges and District Attorneys, who fail or 
neglect to perform the duties assigned them by law—Senate’s 
bill ; read second time. On motion of Mr. Taylor, was referred « 
to the Jndiciary committee. I : 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Wm. S; 'Tuten ; 
read third time and passed. l - 

A bill to be entitled an aet. for the relief of the heirs of those 
who fell with Fannin, Ward, Travis, Grant and Johnson, during -` 
the war with Mexico, in the year 1836; read third timejand 

‘passed. 

An act to prescribe the mode of returning process in certain 
cases; read second time. On motion of Mr. Wilson, was refer- 
red to the Judiciary committee. 

Resolution.— Resolved, That the 44th rule of this House be so 
amended as to read as follows: Whena motion has been put and 
decided, by the House in the affirmative or negative, any member 
who voted in the majority may movea reconsideration thereof 
on the same or the succeeding day, and such motion.to reconsider 
shall have precedence of all other questions or motions except a 
motion to adjourn. ; adopted. 

- A supplement to an act supplementary to an act to organize the 
county of Upshur, approved January 26, 1848; on motion of 
Mr. Lott, was referred. to the committee on County Boundaries. 

A bill entitled an act to legalize certain head-right certificates 
issued by the county court of Refugio county ; read second time. 
On motion of Mr. Bee, was. referred to the Judiciary eommijttee. 

A bill to be entitled an act providing payment for the forage, 
subsistence, medicines, etc. ete., of the company of mounted vol- 
unteers commanded by Capt. Johnson, mustered, into.the service 
of the State by order of his Excellency, Governor George T. 

ood ; read second time. On motion of Mr. Lewis, was refer- 
red to the committee on Military Affairs. 

. An act authorizing the eounty courts to levy an additional tax 
on land for road purposes ; tead second time. On motion of. Mr. 
Fields, was laid on the table. ‘3 
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. À bill to be entitled an act to quiet the land titles in the colo- 
nies of Austin, De Witt and DeLéon, of those clain.ing lands un- 
der titles issued to colonists, actual settlers, or resident citizens, 
before the act of the late consultation, closing the Land Office in 
November, 1835, under the colónization laws of the government 
of Mexico atid the State of Coahuila and Texas, as head-rights 
to heads of families and to single men, where the title issued for 
one league and labor of land or less; read second time. On mo- 
tion of Mr. Bryan, was referred to a Special joint committee, Mr, 
Sterne chairman. 

Mr. Fields in the chair. 

“ A bill fo be entitled an act to establish the Rio Grande Rail- 
way and Turnpike Company ; read second time. On motion of 
Mr. 'Paylor, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Bell, with 

_ report from committee on County Boundaries. On motion of 

- Mr. Burney, was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Bee moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken on the 
engrossment of the bill of the Rio Grande Railway and Turnpike 
Company; carried. On motion of Mr. Clements, was laid on 
the table. i 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the charter of the town of 
Goliad, with report from committee on County Boundaries. On 
motion of Mr. Bee, was ordered to be engrossed. 

Resolution. — Resolved, That hereafter this House will meet at 
nine o’clock and adjourn at one, meet at three and adjourn at 
five, on each day unless the business be disposed of sooner. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, was laid on the table. 

Joint resolutiorrinstructing our Senators in the Congress of the 
United States, and requesting our Representatives to procure the 
establishment of certain mail routes, upon which tbe mail shall 
be transported in coaches and on horse back—Senate’s bill--with 
report and amendments from the Special eommittee on Post 
Routes ; amendments from committee adopted. 

Mr. Dickson moved to amend by striking out “two horse 
coaches,” and inserting on “horse back once a week,” from An- 
detson to Montgomery. l 

Mr. Bogart, route No. from Sherman via Preston, Basin 
Springs, Gaines in Cook county to Alton, and back once a week, 
on horse back”; adopted. 

Mr. Burney, route No. 31, strike out “Austin,” and insert 
“Cameron” via Caddo Springs to Springfield, and back .once a 
week, on horse back; adopted. 

Mr. Smith of Shelby, route No. 46, from Galveston via Smith's 
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Point, Double Bayoü ,and Sour Lake, to Woodville in- Tyler. 


county, oncea week, on horse back; adopted. 

Mr. Tarver, route No. 47, from Galveston via, Velasco, Brazo- 
ria, Coliimbia, Richmond, San Felipe and Ralston’s to Washing- 
ton on the Brazos, once a week, by steamboats; adopted. 


Mr. Clements, route No. 48, from Brownsyille via Month of ` 


the Rio Grande to Brazos Island, once’a week, on steamboats ; 
adopted. E LM 
Mr. Clements; route No. 49, from Brownsville to the Salt Lake 


via Santa Reta and Baston, once a week on horse back ; adopted. - 


Mr. Lott, route No. 50, from Marshall, Harrison eounty via 
Elm Springs to Tyler in Smith county, once a week, on horse 
back ; adopted. 

Mr. Wilson, route No. from 'T'exana to Port Lavaea, week- 
ly, on horse back ; adopted. 

Mr. Williams, Be it further resolved, That the route from 
Austin via Georgetown, Waco Village, Dallas and McKinney to 
Bonham, be so.altered and changed as to constitute three routes, 
viz: No. from Austin to Waco Village; No. from Waco 
Village to Dallas; No. from Dallas to Bonham. All to be 
earried weekly in two horse hacks or coaches; adopted. 

Mr. Barney, route No. from Cameron to Blair's'store on 
the Lampasas and back, once a week, on horse back; adopted. 

Mr. Tavlor, route No. from Jefferson via Smithland, Ames’ 
store and Spell’s store, to Moore’s ferry, once-a week on horse 
back ; adopted. . 

Mr. Lewis, route No. from San Antonio to Fredericksburg 
via Camanche Springs, once a week, on horse back. From San 
Antonio to MeLellans on the Cibolo, once a week, on horse back; 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill and amendments was refer- 
red to the committee on State Affairs. 

Resohation.— Resolved, That the resolution introduced in this 
House prohibiting the Secretary of the Senate from making his 
report to this House when a member is addressing the chair, be, 
and the same is hereby rescinded. — — : 

Mr. MeKinney moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning half 
past nine o'ekoek ; lost. . i. 

Mr. Dickson moved the resolution be laid on the table; ‘lost. 

Question on the adoption ofthe resolution, upon whieh the 
yeas and nays were called for, and resulted as follows:: | 
- -Yeas—MesSsrs. Bee, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clements, Góth- 
ran, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Johnson, 
Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, McNairy, Millican, Polk, Runnels, Rus- 
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sell, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, Taylor, Whittlesey, Wil- 
liams and Wren—26. 

Nays--Messrs. Bryan, Crump of Bexar, Dickson, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches Pace, Reynolds, Scott, Shea, MB of Red River, 
Stapp, Tarrant, Tarver and Wilson—13. 

"The House adopted the resolution. 

- On motion of Mr. Wilson, the House adjourned until hal£ past 
nine o'clock to-morrow moming, 


v 


AUSTIN, January 4, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjourn ment—roll called —quorum pre- 
senf. Journal of preceding day read and adopted. 
Mr. Millican presented a petition for the relief of Melville 


 Langham of Brazos county. On motion of Mr. Millican, was 


4 


referred to the committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: 


Commirrer Room, January 4, 1850. 


To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a joint res- 
olution making an appropriation for the purpose of purchasing 
books for the use of the supreme court, have had said resolution 
under consideration, and a. majority of the committee, deeming 
it all important that the supreme court should be furnished with 
a Suitable library, to enable them properly to perform their great 
and responsible duties, have instructed me to report favorably 
thereon. 'l'he committee are of opinion that the amount proposed 
is not sufficient to answer the purpose contemplated, and there- 
fore recommend the following amendment, viz: strike out “three 
hundred dollars," and insert "u five hundred dollars.” With the 
above amendment, the committee recommend the bill to the fa- 
vorable consideration of the House. 

Report, bill and amendment received to come up among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
made the penne reports : 
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a" Committee Room, January 4, 1850; 
T'o the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, ; : 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of John Hobson, have had the same under con-. 
sideration, and are satisfied from the evidence adduced, that the 
petitioner is justly entitled to the relief prayed for in his petition; 
and have therefore instructed me to report the following joint 
resolution for his relief, and recommend its passage :. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Hobson ; read first time. 

Report and joint resolution received to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 

CommitTree Room, January 4, 1550. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of S. C. Donglass, have had the same under eon- 
sideration, and -have instructed me to report, that it was in evi- 
dence before the committee, that the said Douglass is a married 
man and the head of a family, emigrated to Texas in the year 
1832, that he obtained a title for one league of land, which is 
shown by abstract of land titles for Austin’s colony ; that it after- 
wards appeared that the same tract of land had been granted to 
William (Kuykendall in 1828, in consequence of which the grant 
to the said S. C. Douglass was marked superseded. He then ło- 
cated the adjoining league, and caused the same to be surveyed 
by Francis Johnson, the legal surveyor of Austin’s colony; but 
from recent examinations, the field-notes of said survey cannot 
be found in the Land Office. It was also in evidence, that the 
said Douglass has paid all taxes on the last mentioned survey ed 
league of land due the Republic and State of Texas, and that 
up to the present time, there is no conflict of title or survey. 
Your committee, therefore, satisfied with the merits of petition- 
ers claim, have instructed me, to report the accompanying joint 
resolution for his relief, and recommend its passage : 

. Joint resolution. for the relief of S. C. Douglass; ‘read first 
time. 

Report and joint resolution received to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. - 
l ComMITTEE Room, January 4, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, . 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of James S. Patterson, praying for relief, have 
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had the same under éonsideràtion, and it appearing in evidence 
before the committee, that the petitioner emigrated to the Repub. 
lie of ‘Texas in March, A. D., 1836, and entered the army of 
Texas as a private in Capt, Wm. S. Fisher’s company, and serv- 
ed in said company faithfully for the term of six months, and 
that he participated in the battle of San Jacinto, and was -honor- 
ably discharged from the army. ‘The committee have instructed 
me to report the following joint resolution for his relief, and re- 
commend its passage : 

Joint resolution for the relief of James S. Patterson ; read first 
time. : 

Report and joint resolution received to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 


CowMiTTEE Room, Jan. 4, 1850. 


To the Hon. C. G. Kernan, AT 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Berry W. Perkins, have had the same under 
consideration, and find, from the facts set forth and the evidence 
introduced, that the said Berry W. Perkins emigrated to Texas 
in 1839; that he is a married man and the head of a family, and 
entitled by virtue of his emigration to 640 acres of land, and that 
he has never received the same, or any part thereof. Your com- 
mittee therefore instruct me to repoit the accompanying joint re- 
solution for his relief : 

Joint resolution for the relief of Berry W. Perkins; read 
first time. 

Report and joint resolution received to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. : : 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of the several bills ori- 
ginating in the Senate : a bill supplementary to an act regulating 
appeals to the supreme court in criminal cases, approved May 
{3th, 1846 ; a bill to provide for the collection of the uncollect- 
ed taxes, assessed for, and due the late Republic of Texas, and 
that the Senate refuse to concur in the amendments adopted by 
the House to the bill to regulate ferries; also, of the passage of 
a bill originating in the House, a bill to apportion the Senators 
and Representatives of the Legislature among the several coun- 
ties of this State, according to the requirements of the constitu- 
tion, with amendments from the Senate. . 
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PCM Committee Room, Jan. 4, 1850. 
To the Hon. €. GQ. KEENAN; - i 


Speaker of the House of. Representatives : 
‘Fhe committee on County and County Boundaries have had 
under consideration the petition of a portion of the citizens of 
Titus county, praying the reorganization of said county. "The 
petitioners request the Legislature to commence on the Louisiana 
line on east sulphur fork, on the north, and lay otf constitutional 
counties, running south to soda lake ; thence west with soda lake 
for compliment, forming the first county. ‘The committee have 
also examined the remonstrance of the citizens of Upshur coun- 
ty, who state the dismemberment desired by the citizens of Ti- 
tus, would lessen the county of Upshur below the constitutional 
limit, and would involve difficulties in regard to those county 
sites. T'he committee are of the opinion, weré the prayer of the 
petitioners of Titus county granted, it sets a precedent. that could 
not terminate-otherwise than in the reorganization of most of the 
codnties in the State. The committee therefore instruct me to 
report adversely to the petition, and ask to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the same. : 
Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the eommittee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the foilowing report : 
i Committee Room, Jan. 4, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the Houseof Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act to change the time of holding the courts in a 
part of the 4th judicial district; also, a bill to be entitled an act 
tc incorporate the city of Brownsville; also, a bill to be entitled 
an act to extend and define the eastern boundary of Caldwell 
county ; also, a joint resolution authorizing the Governor to sub- 
scribe for three hundred copies of the second and third volumes 
of the decisions of the supreme court of this State; also, a bill 
to. be entitled an act to perfect the iand titles in Castró's colony ; 
also, a bill to be entitled an act granting a charter to the Galve&- 
ton and Brazos Navigation company ; also, a bill to be entitled 
an, act to secure to the German Emigration company and their > 
coldnists, the lands to whieh they are entitled, and to adjust the 
liabilities of said company, and find the same correctly engross- 
éd." Repoffaecepted. —' ' l 
Mt. 'Trañklľin in(toduced a joint resolution to provide for the 
payment of translating the laws of the 1st and 2d sessiotis of the 
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Legislature into German, and for printing the same; read first 
time. 

Mr. Franklin introduced a joint resolution for the relief of 
Charles Morgan ; read first time. A 

Mr. Stapp “introduced an act to authorize the sale of the public 
domain of Texas to the United States ; read first time. E 

‘ Mr. Lloyd offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the select committee, appointed to take into 
consideration the re-organization of. the judicial districts of this \ 
State, be requested to take into consideration the propriety of 
making a change in the 6th Judicial district, so as to be compos- 
ed of the counties of Nacogdoches, Angelina, Houston, Anderson, 
Cherokee, Smith and Rusk, with leave to report by bill or other- 
wise. 

' On motion of Mr. Taylor, was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Bee introduced a bill entitled an act emancipating certain 
slaves therein named ; read first time. 

Mr. Franklin introduced an aet authorizing the Galveston city 
company to change the plan of a certain block of lots in the city 
of Galveston, and authorizing the city and county authorities to 
use one of the publie squares of said city for city and county 
buildings ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, Mr. Shea was added to the select 
committee on Peters’ colony. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, the House proceeded to the orders 
of the day and the business on the Speaker's table. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Winfield, the bill to establish the Rio Grande 
Turnpike and Railway company was taken up, and placed 
among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the bill to change the time of the 
meeting of the Legislature of the State of Texas was taken up and 
placed among the orders of the day. 

* The 1epori of the committee of conference on the joint reso. 
lution providing for the mutual surrender of persons therein 
mentioned, by the governments of the United States and Mexico, 


. was read and the report adopted. 


A bill to locate the seat of justice of Dallas county ; read third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, Mr. Smith of R. R. was added to 
the committee to which the memorial of the citizens of Peters’ 
colony was referred ; and, 
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- On motion of Mr. Shea, Mr. McKinney was added to the same 
committee. 

^ On motion of Mr. Bogart, Mr. Lott was-added to the same 
committee. dd. 

Joint resolution requiring all the taxes coming to the State 
from the people of-Jasper county, for the year 1850, excepting 
the ten per cent. required for educational purposes, to’ be appro- 
priated to the building of a courthouse and jail for said county ; 
read first-time. ] : 

,. On motion of Mr. Dickson, the bill to fix the salaries and per 
diem pay of officers not otherwise provided for by law, was taken 
up and placed among the orders of the day. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs or legal representatives of Wil- 
liam H. Malone, dec'd ; read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act requiring the Adjutant-General to 
issue a bounty warrant to James E, Edmi-'on for three htindred 
and twenty acres of land, &oc. ; read firs. ume. 
Mr. Burney, by leave, introdaced a bill to be entitled an act to 
remove the Land Office of Milam Land Distriet from Burleson 
county to Cameron in Milai county ; read first time, 
A bill deelaring Bear Creek, in Sabine county, a navigable 
stream ; read first time. 
A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
| fice to issue- a certificate, first class, for one league and labor of 
Mand to John Boyd, assignee of George W. Mead ; read first titne. 
,/ A bill to provide for the incorporation of charitable, benevo- 
lent and scieritifié companies or societies ; read first time, — , * 
_ A bill for the relief of Sam. G. Norvell ; read first time, 
: A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to incorpé- 
rate the Western Texas Orphan Asylum, approved March 16th, 
1848 ; read first time. : 
| A bill to be entitled an act to repeal an act authorizing the ap- 
poinment of a fiscal agent, and for the better security of the rev- 
nue, approved March 20th, 1848 ; read third time and passed. 
¿A bill sipplementary to an act entitled an act supplementary 
to an act to create the county of Smith, approved February 26th, 
1848 ; read third titie and passed. 

| A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the surveyor of Smith 
cpúyty to récord certain field-notés therein mentioned ; read third 
‘time aud passed. l | 

DN: gu to be. entitled an aet to authorize and require the Com- 
iis Ó er of tHe General Land Office to issue patents on land 
‘Gaiti Toctted: ih three surveys in certain cases ; read third time 
and passed, 
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A bill to be entitled an act to amend the second section of an 
act entitled an act to prohibit the boards of land commissioners 
in each county in this State from issuing certificates to any claim- 
ants whatever, &c., with report from committee, asking to be dis- 
charged ; report adopted. | 

. Joint resolution prescribing the mode of transferring the con- 
solidated stock fund of the late Republic of Texas; read second 
time and ordered to'be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation of money 
to build a fire proof land offiee ; read second time and ordered to 
be engrossed. T: 

A bill to be entitled an act to allow the lands to be surveyed 
in Fisher’s and Miller’s colony ; read second time and ordered fo 
be engrossed. 7 

Preamble and joint resolution relative to an additional District 
Court of the United States ; read second time, : 


Mr. McKinney moved its reference to the Judiciary commit- 
fee ; lost. : 

On motion of Mr. Williams, laid on the table for the present. 

A bill to be entitled ah act to legalize the head-right certificate 
of Simon P. Barnes; read second time, and, on motion, passed 
to third reading. i 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Duncan Mclntyre ; read se- 
cond time and ordered to be engrossed. l 
- A bill for the relief of Wm. C: Sparks ; read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed.- = > 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Hart; read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act to establish and 
incorporate the college of DeKalb, approved January 26, 1849; 
read second time, and on motion, passed to third reading. 

Mr. Fields in the chair. 

A bill to establish and incorporate a literary institute under the 
supervision and control of the Eastern Texas Annual Confer- 
ence, located at or near the town of Henderson in this State, with 
amendments by committee; amendments adopted, bill read se- 
eond time and ordered to be engrossed. |. . 

A bill to fix the salaries and per diem pay of officers not oth- 
erwise provided for by law, was taken up, and, on motion of Mr. 
Scott, was laid on the table for the present, : 

Joint resolntion providing for disabilities of Harriet’ Arnold, 
with amendments by committee; amendinents adopted, resolution 
read second time. - ng 
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Mr. Millican moved to strike out the name of “Arnold ” 5 cat 
ried, and bill ordered to be engrossed, 

“Mr. Taylor offered the following resolution? 

Resolved, That the committee on the Santa Fé Wunne 
requested to report as early as practicable. . 

Mr. Gillet moved to amend, by inserting “ to-morrow, ” 

Mr. Johnson moved to amend, by inserting “ Monday next"; . 
lost. 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, laid on the table. 

A bill to prescribe the time of the meeting of the Legislature 
of tlie State of Texas; read second time. 

Mr. Wren moved its indefinite postponement. 

The yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows : l 

Yeas: Messrs. Bogart, "Bryan, Burney, Clough, Cochran, 
Dickson, Franklin, Hardeman of T., Holland, Jowers Lewis 

Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, McNairy, Millican, Pace, Polk, Réynelds, 
Russel, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith of R, R., Smith of S., Stapp, 
Williams and Wren—28. 

Nays; Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Charlton, Clements, Crump of À., 
Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of N., Scott, “Sterne, Tarver, Taylor, 
Whittlesey, Wilson and Winfield—15. 

So the bill was indefinitely postponed. l 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, in forming the House that the Senate had passed a bill to be 
entitled an act to quiet land titles in certain portions of Texas, 
&c., originating in the Senate.” 

A bill to change the time of holding the courts in a part of the 
4th judicial district, was called up by Mr. Clements; read third 
time and passed. 

Mr. Russell offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Military Affairs be required 
to repórt a$ soon as practicable, on the resolutions and proposi- 
tions which were some time since referred. to it, for the relief of 
the Mier and San Antonio prisoners, and of Capt. Dawson ane 
his.company ; read and rejected. 

A bill to establish the Rio Grande Rail-way and Turnpike 
company ; read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr.: Crump, chairman of the committee on public debt, made 
the fallowing, report ; 

To the Hon. C. G. Keeway, . 
~ un Speaker of the House of: Representatives : « ; 

Tam erence by the committee on public debt, t 9 whom was 
refemed she. petition, and bill for relief of. Gen. Memucan I Hunt, 
to report the following facts as ascertained upon: examination of 
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the books of the Comptroller and Auditor: The committee find 
that there is due Gen. Hunt; for his services as Minister to the 
United States, $500. - "he interest on which.is $440, making a 
total of BOAO, -The amount due Gen. Hunt for money loaned 
the late Republic of Texas, for which he received the treasury 
notes of the Republic, the value of which is estimated at the rate 
of fifty cents on the dollar, which estimate leaves a balance due 
Gen. Hunt of $8,234 40; the interest on which amounts to $7,- 
081 58 —making a total of $15,315 98 : which amount, added to 
the $940 due him for services as minister as above stated, amounts 
to $16,257 86. Your committee would respectfully recommend 
the passage of the c SCORING bill, believing it to be a merito- 
rious and just ċlaim. 

5 Report and. bill received to comé up among the orders of the 

A 


i NM ah 

A bill for the relief of Gen. Mienna Hunt; read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Ster ne, the Hóuse adjourned until na pet 
3 o'clock to- -morrow morning. 


oe 


EN 


Austin, January 5th, 1950. 


House met pursuant to adjouriment—rol called—quorum 
; resent. 

Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

"Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following reports : i 


loc 


COMMITTEE Room, Jan. 5th, 1850. 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

"The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an act 
to prescribe the mode of adoption, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and instruct me to report the act back to the House, 
and-recommend its passage with the accompanying amendments. 

Amendment 1st. Iu the line next to the last of the 2d section, 
between the words “than” “one,” Insert ** the.". 

Amendment 2d. Add at the end of the 2d section, “ which cau 


‘be disposed of by will.” 


‘Report and bill with amendments received, to come up among 
the orders of tlie day. 
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MT EN . CoMMITtTEE Rogm, January 5th; 1850. - 
Tothe Hon. €. G. KRENAN; | 

na coc Speaker ofi the House of Representatives : 

The committee: on the Judiciary, ta whom was referred a bill 
to amend an. act regulating attachments, approved. March 11th, 
1848, have had the same under copsideratid&, and instruct me to 
report; the bill back to the House, and retammend its passage. 

Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 


da > ~ * ^ r 4n 
Mr. Fields, chairnian of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report : " 
ME CoMMITTEE, Room, January 5th, 1850. 
To the Hon. C, G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The Finance committee, to whom was referred a petition for 
the relief. of Elizabeth Ledbetter, formerly Elizabeth Pearson, 


of Dallas county, have had the said petition under consideration, ` 


and being quite - willing to grant the relief: prayed for, as far as 
may be in the power of the Legislature, the committee have in- 
structed me to report the following bill, and ask its favorable con- 
sideration of the House. 
An act, legalizing and confirming the marriage of William and 
Elizabeth Ogle ; read first time. 
Report arid bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 
Mr. Burney, chairman of committee on Private Land Claims, 
made the following reports: Y a 
. CoMMrTTEE Room, Jan. 5th, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN,. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives ; 
The committee on Private-Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red the petition and joint resolution for the relief of Robert Earl, 
have: examined the same, and instructed me to report the same 
back to the House without amendment, and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same. _ | 
Report and joint resolution received, to come up among the or- 
ders of the:day. i , hit 
.  Commuirree Room, January 5th, 185C. 
To the Hog. C. G. KEENAN, : l 
Speaker of the House of : Representatives : 
The committee.on Private Land Claims, to. hom was referred 
thé petition of Sarah xilberson, have had thé same under eon- 
Sideration, and instructed me to report: that said Sarah Gilker- 
Sonemigented to the. Republic of Texas in company with her 
- cc 
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first husband William Arnold and’ two children, in May 1840 
and that said William Arnold died in October-of the same year ; 
that said Sarah Gilkerson applied to the board of Land Commis. 
sioners of Nacogdoches county for a certificate for 640 ácres of 
land, that said Mi ordered the certificate-to issueto the guar- 
dian duly appointedfof the minor heirs of said Arnold, (the said 
Sarah having contracted a second marriage with Robert’ Gilker- 
Son since, also-deceased,) but that-the certificate never was issued 


' through some neglect of said« board of Land Commissioners.— 


Said heirs of William Arnold, deceased, having -no remedy at 
law, respectfully recommend the passage of the accompanying 
joint resolution for the relief of said heirs. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs. of William Arnold, 
deceased , read first time. 
~ A message was received from the Senate through their Secre- 
tary, informing’ the’ House of the passage of à.joint resolution 
prohibiting the further payment of any portion of the salary of 
the judge of the 11th-judicial district, until otherwise directed 
-——which originated in the Senate—also, a joint resolution (origi- 
nating in the-House) relative to the payment of certain volunteer 
companies, for services rendered on the western frontier of the 
State of Texas, with an accompanying memorial to the United 


States Congress. 


Mr. Bee; chairman of the committee on Publie Lands, made 
the following report : Rr 
Committee Room, January 5th, 1850. 

To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
The committee on Public Lands, have had under consideration 
the petition of Uzziel Baggett and other citizens of Dallas county, 
and have instructed me to report the accompanying bill, and re- 


- 


: commend its passage. 


A bill entitled an aet for the relief of Uzziel Baggett ; read 


first time. - 
Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. ^ 
Mr.. Charlton, chairman of the committee on Coünty and 
County Boundaries, made the following réport : 
Commirree Room, Jan. 5th, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Kernan,’ 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on County and County Bouridaries, have had 
unde consideration a supplement to an act supplementary to an 
act to organize the county of Upshur, approved January 26th, 
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A.-D. 1848; also, an act to permanently locate the seat of justice 
of Cook county; a majority of the committee concurring, they 
instruct me to report the bills back to the Hóüse without amend- 
ment, and respectfully recommend their passage. ; 
Report dnd bills received, to come up amgng the orders of the 


day. ; 
Mr. Milican, chairman of'the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, made the following report z ! ] 


! CowMwrrrEE Room, January 5th, 1850, 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, - 2M 
i Speaker of the House of Représentatives : > 

Your committee on Claims and Accounts,to whom was refer- 
red the petition of John R. Baker, having, fully examined and 
. considered the same, and having also had and examined the evi- 
dence in support of the same, would respectfully report that they 
are. satisfied the account of said Baker is just and meritorious, 
as it is in proof before them that the corn charged in said aecóutit 
was taken by acting quarter-master Bryant under command of 
Gen. James Davis, to feed the troops, .who were in a starving 
condition ; and that the beeves were delivered to the said quarter- 
master for the same purpose, under contract at $12 each. 

In consideration of all which, your committee would respect- 
fully report the accompanying bill and unanimously recommend 
its passage : i ME. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John R. Baker’ 
read fitst time. - A P Pow 
: Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 

ay. ` dA i 
CowwrrTEE Room, January 5th, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, - | ane MEE. 
Speaker of the House of Representatipés : — 

The committee on Claims and’ Accounts, te whom Was refer- 
red Senate’s bill for the relief of Jonathan Bird, have “had'the 
same under consideration, and after bestowing upon it all proper 
atteititidii would respectfully report, that from the voucthers’and 
evidence adduced in support of said claim, the committee are sat- 
isfied that this claim'is entitled fo no' higher consideration from 
the Legislature than the ordinary claims'against the fate Republic 
of Tegas; andas the bill proposes to dfaw the money fron the 
State treasury to satisfy the claim, the committee feel bouns*to 
withhofd its assent to the bill; éntertaining; as thie committee does, 
great ‘dotibt as t6 the” propriety of appHiprlatjng hone “ftom the 
State lréadiiry’ to satisfy claifüs: Against the late Repa (1 

Hiltertatning these views, a majority. of the committee have in- 
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siructed me to report the bill back to the House, and ask to be dis- 
charged from a further consideration of the. subject. 

Report and bill received, to-come up ‘among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following teport: — 

CowMrTTEE Room, January, 5th, 1850, 
To the Hon: C. G. KEENAN, 

eee. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act to amend the charter of the town of Goliad; 
also, a bill to be entitled: an- act for the relief of Thomas Wm. 
Ward ; also, a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of 
Livingston ; also, a bill to be entitled an act to provide for dis- 
tributing the reports of the decisions of the supreme court of this 
State; also, a bill to be entitled an act to create the county of 
Wood ; also, a bill to be entitled an act to create the county of 
Beli, and find the same correctly engrossed ; report accepted. 

Mr. Williams, chairman of the Seleet committee, made the 
following report : is 

CowMrrTEE Room, January, 5th, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
l Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Select committee, raised by a resolution of the House to 
enquire into the expediency of re-organizing the Judicial Dis- 
tricts of the State, so as to. save the necessity of creating an addi- 
tional district, etc., have had the same under consideration, and 
instruct me to report: thatin the opinion of a majority of said 
committee, such a re-organization cannot be made as will obtain 
the object contemplated, without giving to each judge such an 
extent of territory, and necessary travel, as will in many instances 
cause a delay of justice, which should be avoided ; and however 
much we may desire to husband the treasury of the State, when 
dollars and cents are put into the scale against the administration 
of our laws with justice to every part and parcel of our entire 
population, the committee can have no hesitation in deciding the 
question, and have therefore instructed me to return a bill cre- 
ating the 12th judicial district, and recommend.its passage. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Smith of Red River, introduced a bill entitled an act au- 
thorizing the county court of Red River county to have the re- 
cords in books A. B. and C. of Probate records, now in the office 
of the clerk of said county transcribed ; read first time. Qn mo- 


445 


tion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended and bill read se- 
cond time ; and, on motion of Mr. Williams, was referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. MEN p 

Mr. Clough introduced a bill to be entitled an act defining how 
judicial and official advertisements shall be made; read first time. 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the 8th section of an act establishing the judicial districts of the 
district courts, approved February 26th, 1848; read first time. 

Mr. Crump ot Bexar, introduced an act authorizing the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to issue a certificate for 
two-thirds of a league and a labor of land to the heirs of Abasiah 
Dixon, deceased ; read first time. 

Mr. Lloyd intreduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend the 
13th, 14th and 17th seetions of an act to provide for the assess- 
ment and collection of taxes; read first time. " 

On motion of Mr. Lloyd, the rule was suspended and the bill 
read second time. On motion of Mr. Reynolds, was referred to 
the-Finance committee. 

Mr. Lott offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on State Affairs, be respectfully 
requested to enquire into and ascertain the amount of service 
rendered to the State, by the late Attorney General, Mr. Harris, 
how much money has been collected by or thrcugh him; also, 
what amount of money he has received fer said services, and re- 
port to this House the result of their investigation at as early a 
day as practicable; adopted. l 

Mr. Holland introduced: an act defining the mode of advertis- 
ing ; read first time. AN 

Mr. Scott moved to re-refer the petition of Charles Shearn to 
(he committee or Claims and Aceounts; carried. 

Mr. Wilson introduced a bill to be entitled an act.to amend an 
act concerning proceedings in the district courts, approved March 
16, 1848 ; read first time. - z 
- Om Mr. Whittlesey’s motion, the Howse proceeded to the orders 
of the day, and the business on tlie Speaker's table. - 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

A bill to be:entitled an act te &pportion the Senators and Ret 
préseutatives of tae. Legislature among the several cowntiés of 
- this State, according: to the requirements of the constitution, with 
améndmentsfroni the Sendté - ^^ s oc AE IET 

On tiation ef! Mt Btapp; a:call.of the Howse was had. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, Mro T'arranit Was excused, from in- 
disposition, : bow qutt o er ros 


7 


E. 
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- A full House being in attendance, on Mr. Fields" motion, the 
further call. was, suspended; -` | 

The question being on the concurrence in the amendinents of- 
fered by the Senate, was put separately. 

. The first amendment vas then read, and the yeas and nays be- 
ing called for, resulted as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Clements, Dickson, Fields, 
Hardeman of Travis, Lott, Stapp, ‘Tarver, Williams, Wilson, 
Winfield and Wren—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clough, Crump of 
Austin; Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of, Nacog- 
doches, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, McKinney, McNairy, 
Mullican, Pace, Pol k, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott; Selman, 
Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Sterne; Tay: 
lorand Whittlesey—920. 

So the House ad to concur, in the 1st amendment; als» 
refused to coneur in the 2d, 4th and 5th amendments; 3d, 6th, 
7th, 8th and 9th ainendments adopted. Mr, Clough objecting to 
the bill, because by the basis of representation established, gave 
to the county of Harrison one representative. `- 

A bill to regulate ferries—the Senate refusing to concur in the 
amendment offered by the House; on motion of Mr. MeKinney, 
the House refused: to recede from their amendment. 

A bill sapplementary to an act entitled an aet to establish and 
incorporate .the college of DeKalb, approved January 26, 1839 ; 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr, Williams, the joint resolution, instructing 
our Senators and requesting:our Representatives in the Congress 
of the United States, to use their efforts for a division of the Uni- 
ted States district court for the State of Texas, was taken up and 
placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to legalize the head-right ceilificats of Simon P. pamos; 
read third time and passed. 

. A-bill to be entitled an aet to extend: and define T eastern 
boundary of Caldwell county ; read third time and passed. .- 

Joint resolution authorizing the Governor to subscribe for three 
-hundred copies of the. second. and third volumes of the decisions 


of thesupreme court of this State; read third time and; passed. 


On motion of Mr. Seott, the joint resolution , autbenizing-the 
Governor to employ connas].. it, the present session of the su- 
preme court was taken up, with a substifute offered by.the, Sen- 
ate; the House refused unanitiousl y:to. adopt’ the substitute 

“A bill to be entitled an actitoxiicorperate the city af. Nas 
ville; read third time and passed. "a 
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A bill to be entitled: an aet to secure to the German emigration 
company and their colonists the-lands to which they are entitled, 
and to adjust the liabilities of said company; read third time 
and passed. 4 "s : 

Mr. McKinney moved to adjourn nntil 3 o'elock p. m.; lost. 

A bill to.provide for the collection of the uncollected taxes as- 
sessed ‘for and due the late Republic of Texas; read first time. 

A. bill supplementary to an act regulating appeals to the su- 
preme court im criminal. cases, approved 13th May, A. D, 1846. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, Mr. Millican was added to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. : Ni 

A bill to be entitled am'act supplementary to an act to ineor- 
porate the western Texas Orphan Asylum, approved March 16, 
1848. Ou mation of Mr. Burney, read by its caption abd refer- 
red to the eommittee. on Education. uS 

“A bill for the relief of Samuel G. Norvell; on motión of Mr.. 
Crump of Bexar, was read by its caption and referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

À bill to provide for the incerporation of charitable, benevolent 
and scientific companies or societies, was, on motion of Mr. 
n read by its caption and referred to the committee on State 

aus; ^. 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land-Of 
fice-to'issue a head-right' certificate, first class; for one league aud 
labor of land to John Boyd, assignee of George W. Mead; was,. 
on motion of Mr. Burney, read: by its caption and refered to the 
committee om Private Mand Claims. nt coal one 

A bill declaring: Bear ereele in Sabine county a navigable 
Stream ; wasread by its caption and referred to the committee on 
Interüal'Inprovements, —.' a ee ee 

‘The Speaker announced a comniunication from. the State De- 
partment, rich: Was taken upand read as follows: > 
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(vo "* ' SgonETARY of S@are’s' Grrrex, — c5 
"M Austin, January 5th, 1850. 4 ^ 
Sarg Bopp n EL Me up t ee he ee E tat tie 
To the, Hon, the Speaker, of the House, of, Kepnesentatings ine, 
The undersigned, Secretary of State, has the honor to ackirot- 
ledicesthé Vekerpt of a: Fesolution" Passed: by'your:honor&ble bàtly, 
calling wWponsimm for "such zinfÓrmátiom as he may ! havecin ins 
possession in regard to the situation, loeaiiieetér Oft fifty: Te 
of Tasidsgmremttedzbyi the nte Repabled of Bexasyfür wd benefit of 
“an eastern arid western university. i Hoog venis 
After a thorough investigation of all the archives and records ` 


m 
uf 
eer 


ý is 


in this office, the. undersigned pis been -unable to find a single 
document or letter in reference to the subject matter.of the reso- 
lution. “He has however, by enquiring at the General Land 
Office, ascertained that forty-four leagues of the university 
lands, have been located and surveyed ; thirty-five of which are 
in the Fannin district, and nine in the Robertson district. The 
field notes of these forty-four leagues are now on file in the Gen- . 
eral Land Office. "There were also eight other leagues located 
and surveyed in the Nacogdoches district, the field notes of which 
have been withdrawn in consequence of defects discovered i in 
the surveys. It is-represented that most of the Jands embraced 
within the locations of these eight leagues, are covered by other 
surveys. 

Signed, JAMES WEBB. 

On Mr. Winfield's motion, the House adjourned unti? Pru 
morning, half-past nine o ‘clock. 


AUSTIN, January 7th, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. l 

Journal of Saturday last read and adopted. . 

Mr. Lloyd presented a petition from William: ihd Polly Blli- 
oft. On motion of Mr. Lloyd, was referred to a select commit- 
tee. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Lloyd, inne and Williams 
said committee.’ 

Mr. Charlton presented a petition from sini elites of Jef- 
ferson county, on the subject of county surveyor and light house. 
On motion of Mr: Charlton, was referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

Mr. Williams presented a petition from John H. Carter. On 
motion of Mr. Williams, was referred to the committee on Private 
Land Claims. or | 

Mr. MeKinney presented a petitiom for the teli of QU v W. 
Graysop, “On motion: of Mr. ` ‘MoKinney,avas:seferres to the 
committee on State. Affairs. tnt uit ee opt ae 

Mr: Field’, ehaimmati of the conufiitted od: Eihànne, andde:the 


following Eee oe Petes Meee Hes aed eg 


: e i " M * Qe , 


— 


in 


Commie oom, January. 9th, 1850. ` 
ae the Hon: €; G. Beena, 
zo Speaker .of :the House of Romian ; 
"The Finance committee, to whom was referred am act for the 
relief of Willian McMasters; late Sheriff. of Brazoria county, 
have considered-the same.:and supposing the State, as well as 
the individual named; will be benefitted ‘by the. passage of said: 
bill, have instructed me to report it back without amendment and 
recommend its passage. l 
Report and bill received to come up. among the orders of the 
day. 
Mr. Sterne, chairman of the committee on the Land Office, 
made the following report : 
COMMITTEE Room, Jan. 5, 1850. 


‘Yo the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, ; 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Land Office, to whom was referred a 
resolution making it their duty to examine and inqüire ino the: 
affairs of the General Land Office, submit. tlie: following facts 
and, conclusions based upon them, for the consideration of the 
House. The duty assigned the committee isa very responsible. 
one; covering as it: does, the examination of a department, upon 
the well administration and preservation of which depends the 
safety of most of the land titles in this State. : The State, how- 
ever, is fortunate in having at the head of this department one 
eminently qualified to discharge all the duties belonging and in- 
cidentat to this most important and arduous office. . Had it. not 
been for the ability, integrity; and system displayed in the man- 
agement of the affairs of this office since its creation, by its res- 
pective heads, our land system, which at best-is complex enough, 
would have been “confusion worse -eonfounded.” The'sugges- . 
tions of -dn intelligent and faithful offices, acquainted with all the: 
ramifieations-of owr land system.from Jong practical experience 
and- severe »reflections,.should not. be passed ver lightly; but 
should receive from;the House that consideration -al ways. due. to 
truth and knowledge, especially when. affecting the interests of 
thése/vhdm we represent. . ‘he recommendations.of .the com- 
Mittée-are-baged ‘upon the stiggestions of the. Commissioner,-and 
sustained- by- their. ‘owr examinations. . ‘Phe "faets, : wath: their 
Opinions /thdyisubents below. ao eae ee n e 

sy (nelerames texthe: report af the: Coniimissioner, it will be pei- 
ceived that-a large amount of the different speciés of Jabd claims. 
Stallovenmaiia Wm patere!) $f tHe-eblonists eft-Fásbieruamd Miller's, 
area iowpdrbyrilegidlotive:ennetieiitéto:recel patents; à 
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at once'add upwards of fourteen hundred claims which will be 
in a condition to be patented so soonvas the law: will permit, inas- 
much as each colonist was requiredetó make a selection of his 
section, or half section, at the time of the isswance of his certifi- 
cate.’ This alone, in all probability; would: make the?tumber of 
patents to: be issued -during the next two years’as great as the 
number issued during the last two. If to this, we-add .the pro- 
bable increase. from other causes, such as the liquidation of a 
portion of the public debt in land-script and the granting of pat- 
ents to Peters’ and Mercer's: colonists, and on certificates, war- 
rants, e cetera, located and being located, there is a strong pro-- 
bability of a greater increase, than diminution. of the business of 
the General Land Office. Consequently, no reduction ‘of the 
preseht force of the Land Office can be made with propriety.— 
Nor can the salaries of the clerks be reduced, without detriment 
to the public service. The trial was made in 1846, when most 
of the clerks resigned, the. reduced .salaries were found to be in- 
adequate. “In consequence, the Legislature of 1848 raised't hem 
to their present rates... A similar trial now, would probably. re. 
sult, as did the former, to the injury of the!public servicer: There 
is.a point beyond which retrenchment ceases to'be ecotiomy.. 
^'The. officers of this department are :~One Commissioner, one 
Tratslator, two Draughtsmen, one Chief Clerk, and’ eight: As- 
sistant Clerks. There are threé rooms in the Land Office build- 
ing: the two Dranghtsmen occupy one; in. which ave the -maps, 


and information appertaining to this room, stich:asmaps how in 


use, of différent land districts, old maps superseded by new ones, 
(in some instances, three or four of the same. district, made at in- 
tervals as the sarveying progressed,-and the correetions, ete, on 
the older maps were found incórreet;)it is-often necessary to re- 


fer to. these, to trace up connections of surveys broken. ‘hy the 


erásüres of the names, of fraudulent certificates: on nhei latest 
maps, and for other purposes. ' Seven large atlases, containing 
sketches sent in by district -surveydrs, representing new work to 
be attached ta the maps, or correcting errors‘found to exist in.for-- 
mer surveys, and oii the-maps. Twenty-seven Volumes eontáin- 
ing original English field notes of sürveys-in Austin’s; De-Witt’s, 
Robertson's Burnett's, Vehlein’s and Zavala’s coloriies, from. which’ 
the:Spanish titles were made omt,; «Seven volumes, cobtaimine- 
plots of surveys titled in Vehlein's coboy; original field notes‘of: 
Milam’s colony, applieation ‘books, and sundry niscellanedius 
books amd records, ^ . s 5 te eon st feb es 

One! Diraaghtsmidn. cannot discharge the duties of thist:reom. 
The Commissioner: informed the:conmnittes, thatthe niaps-neces:. 
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sary for tlie different Tand districte; might all of them be’compiled 
in.fhis room, with less expense to the State, than by. the present 
mode of making specialiappropiiations for that object, provided 
that two Draughtsmen are retained im 4lie.office. - Theimaps 
compiled by the Draughtsinen,;iand-new in the office are, Shelby 
land-district, (the original map. of this district cost the State one 
hundred dollars, and has never heen of amy.use); Milam district, 
(the ivork. on: this map is three times as munel as that expended 
on the map for San Patricio land: district which cost the ‘State 
$600); also, Lamar land district; ` 

The land districts now needing new. maps, are Red River, Aus- 
tin, Fannin, Jefferson and Sabine, These maps can be made in 
the Land Office; but if they are made às formerly, will cost the 
State at least twelve hundred dollars. In addition to these, new 
counties have been formed on the Rio; Grande and elsewhere, 
which will: require maps and other work ‘from the Land Office, 
that.eannot.be afforded to,them from the office, winless there are 
two. Draughtsmen attached to it, for one can. only discharge the 
ordinary duties of the office, Frequeht demands will. be: made 
upon: the office for important:-information relative to surveys; in 
counties, county , maps, amd parts ;of cowmty.maps, all of 
which may be furnished: to the. party desiring it, by paying a 
smálli'coiüpénsatiog, to the State, im. the; way-of fees. ‘This is 
certainly à,very great convenience and. saving‘of expense to the 
peoplé:and: cotinues, at a very smallicast-tothe-State. . ° -— 
. The middle room.is. occupied; by the Comnuiissioner, Chief 
Clerk, and -two miscellaneous Clezks-. ‘This room comtains rei 
cond books ef patents, incitidirig'the differént.classes, Also; Aus: 
tin: city: and out lots, which are often, referred to for information, 
and givihg copies of patents that-have beenilost or destroyed ;— 
also, the registers-ef' certificates, issued by-the: yarions beards of 
of land, commissioners y the original retürgs ; the. record:of dus 
plicate certificates for unToeated :balauees: issued, aud-all other re- 
cords aud documents, to, which daily:reference:is made through 
the: Chief Clerk, - ; porn p eC : 
- Qie of the two miscellaneous. Clerks ‘is kept constantly:em+ 
ployed as cashier, accountant, and receiver ef. all monies. pài& n-- 
to:the Land: Offiee; theiother Clerk attends. to'the miseellaheous 
duties, of}.the jeffide, keeps:a secord of. eertifieatés issued»by ithe 
differenti boards; and. forwarded to the General Land Office, nnd 
altachesithd seal of the.offiee and State:te thempatents. ! iocos 
» The third saom, is eceupied:by thé Translator, three reeordárig 
aridicthyee, patenting. Clerks. |.. Pais. jroosa, cdmtains beaks of re: 
cords) all S padishideciiment arid ‘titles, besides raediy othenwalu- 
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able archives. The Translator is oceupied in translating old. 
titles, making copies of the same for record and use, and giving 
information to those who are daily seeking it from this room.— 
The Clerks of record and patent are kept constantly oceupied in 
recording deeds and patents, and in filling out and preparing pa- 
tents for delivery. From the exhibit of the books and patents, 
and the amount of work performed, and to be performed, the 
committee are of opinion that a less number of clerks could not 
go through with the necessary labor of the office. : 

When a claim for patenting is placed in the office, it takes the 
following course: 'T'he Chief Clerk first examines the certificate, 
by comparing it with the original report of the examining, or in- 
vestigating board of land commissioners, for the purpose of as- 
certaining whether it is genuine or not ; also, the records are ex- 
amined to see that a duplieate has not issued, and that the claim 
has not been previously patented., In this examination, five or 
six (and some times more) records are necessary to be referred to. 
The field-notes are then examined, to ascertain that they are pro- 
perly eertified to by the deputy and county, or district surveyor, 
and that the survey was made by virtue of.the certificate aecom- 
panying the field.notes of said survey. 1f tliere are deeds of 
convéyance accompanying, they also undergo an examination as 
to legality of transfer and authentication. After which all doc- 
uments relating ta the claim are enveloped, the claim is then 
passed to the registering Clerk, who records it, and gives the en- 
velope and each document pertaining to the claim, their respect- 
ive file, number, and class to. which it belongs. It is then taken 
into the Draughtsman's room. The Draughtsman examines the 
field notes, tests the area and representation of thé survey: on the 
map; ascertains that they correspond in qourses and distances, 
with adjoining surveys; corrects errors and vague phraseology 
in the field-notes ; examines that they are free from conflict with 
surveys, adjoining counties and colonies, and that they ate re- 
turned from the proper district. If they are found correct, they 
are endorsed accordingly—if incorrect, the objections are stated. 
On the return of the claim from the Draughtsman’s room, if én- 
dorsed by him as “correct on the map,”:and is otherwise correct, 
it is then endorsed for patenting, taken into the patenting room, 
and patented. After comparing the patent and field-notes, to as- 
certain that no error has been made, the patent is transferred to 
one of the recording Clerks, who records it in the book of.the 
class to which it belongs. : After which it is again- compared; the 
recorder numbers the patent, and also..gives:it the number of the 
volume in which it was recorded.. It:is.then banded to the seal 
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Clerk, who puts the seal of the General Land Office and the seal 
of the State upon it ; after which it is presented ta the Governor 
and Commissioner for their signatures. After-they have signed 
it, it is then delivered: to the seal Clerk, who folds and endorses 
it." It is: then handed to the cashier, who enters it. on his cash 
book, by giving .the name of the grantee; the quality of the land, 
the class, the amount of the fee, and person to whom delivered. 

On Monday of each week, two of the Clerks take the records 
of patents, from which they register in the general index all pa- 
tents that have been made and recorded tue previous week, by 
enteriig in said index the names of thé original grantees, the as- 
signee, the quantity of land patented, the county and district 
where situated, the date of the paterit, the number and volume 
in which it was recorded. 


After the claims have been patented, the Draughtsman marks 
upon the maps of the counties in which thé surveys are made, 
Ptd., and gives each plot upon the map its respective file, num- 
ber, and class.. He returns them to the register clerk, who enters 
upon the register the patenting of the claims, and places the 
whole in their respective files. This system, in the main, was 
adopted by the former Commissioner, and is now carried out by 
the present incumbent with some improvements. 


Appropriations. 

The amount expended out of the appropriations for the last 
two years, will be found in the report of the Commissioner, — 
Since that report was made, a box has been received, containing 
2,494 blank patents, which cost, delivered at the office, $849 96, 
which, added to the $2,486 58, (the amount contained in said 
report as previously expended) makes the sum of $3,336 54, 
which has been drawn from the appropriation for blank patents. 
It will net be necessary to make any appropriation for patents at 
this-session of the Legislature, as there are a sufficient number on 
hand-to. last for two or three years. , 

Expenses of offiee, exclusive of salaries, from 21st March, 
1848, to- December 29th, 1849, may be stated as follows : 


For blank patents, — $3,336 54 
* stationery, ES 110 00- 
4 postage, 170 04 
: contingent expenses, ^. 309 16 


Total, exelusive of salaries, $3,995 74 
From dn at examination of the Commissioner's accounts from 
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the Comptroller, the committee find that he has paid into the 
Treasury the following sums :. — > TOME" 
Treasury notes collected by him on aecount of pa- 

tent fees and government dues, to the 31st Au- 


gust, 1849, : E . $42,307 24 
Amount collected as above, from 31st August to. " | 
. November, 2, 1849, a 3,123 00. 
a ee $45,430 24 . 
Amount paid over as above, from 1st Nov., 1849, " .. 
. to 29th December, 1849, a 3,193 00 
Total amount paid over, $48,923 24 


Amount of office fees paid over to the Ist Septem- -. . | 
- 1,024 43 


ber, 1849, - 
Paid over as above to Ist December, 1849, ` 178 02 
Total amount paid over in par funds, $1,202 45 


-T'he above fees were collected for work done in office: hours. 
Formerly this work was performed during the. recess, and the 
fees went to the benefit of the Clerks who performed the labor, 

The conimittee would recommend the following appropriations 
for the ensuing two years: 

For salary of the Commissioner of the General 


Land Office, annually, $1,500 00 
Chief Clerk, principal Draughtsman, and Transla-. D us 
tor, each, annually, 1,000 00 
Eight assistant Clerks, each, annually, . . 70000 ` 
One assistant Draughtsman, annually, z^ ..450/00 - 

F'or stationery and books, annually, l 250 00 
For connecting lines as it may become necessary, 

- "ju the different land districts, annually, _ 800 00 ' 
Postage, annually, | l 150 00 -~ 


The Land Office building is: & frame house, in a dilapidated 
situation. Buf even if it was a good wooden building, it i$" not 
at all adapted to the purposes for which it is now appropriated. — 
It will be the duty of the Legislature:to take some steps to^erect 
a suitable fire-proof building for the safe-keeping of the Land 
Office papers, so soon as it is known ‘where the capitol will be 
located: ` But as this subject has been specially referred to the 
conimittée by resolution, they will give io it their serious reflec- 
tion and a special report. i B 

From the nature of things, the committee could only take a 
bird’s-eye view'of the subject presented to their considerition.— 
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They bélieve that theidüties-of this important department of the 
óvermment have been well.administered, and that it. is now. se 
welt systematised, that it is. difficult for fraud. to enter its doors 
without bing detected. — ... +h ae 
All of whichis respectfully sabimitted. i 
ADOLPHUS STERNE, Chair: 


A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage óf the several bills ori- 
ginating‘in the Senate: An act to incorporate the Texas Monu- 
mental Committee ; an act to Incorporate the town of: Castrowille ; 

. and thatthe Senate insist on their sübstituté to'a joint resolution 
authorizióg ` the Governor to émploy counsel to represent. the 
Staté' in the present session of the supreme court; that Messrs 
Phillips, Pease and Moffett ate appointed’ a comthittee of eonfer- 
ence:ori part of the Senate, and that the Senate Yefüsed to-coneur 
in thé amendments to a bill to regulate Ferries ; that Méssrs. Ro 
binson, Grimes and Gage are appointed a committee of ‘confer- 
ence on the part of the Senate ; and the committeé ow the Peni- 
tentiary-on, part of the Senate, act in conjunction with the cóm- 

- mittée on the Penitentiary or pait of the House, on the report of 
the joint committee of the two Houses on the Penitentiary. - 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the ‘committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following reports: dE 

CoMMITTEE Room, Jan, yf 1850, 
To ihe Hon. C. G, KEENAN, — , 
Speaker of the House of ‘Representatives : “ae 

The gomtnittee an Private Land Claims, to whom was. referred 
the, petition and vouchers of R. B. Jarman, have. had the same 
under consideration, and after a thorough examination jof all the 
vouchers adduced in support of said claim, the committee feel 
free to say, that the justice of the claim was established to thei 
entire satisfaction. I am therefore instructed by the. committee to 
report the .aecompanying bill for the relief of Richard B. Jarman 
to the House, and. recommend its passage ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Richard B. Jarman; 
read. first time. 

; Report and bill received to come up among the eas of the 
aye 3 
f COMMITTEE Bpom, Jan. 7, 1850. 
To the .Hon. C. G. Keenan, a 
ee PM _ Speaker of the. House pf. Representatives: 
Thelcommittee ón Private.Land Claims, to-whom. was referred 
‘a bill foi the relief of George Washington. Sheek, have had the 


s 


- 
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same under consideration, and are setwlied [rom the eridenes be- 

fore your committee, that the pautioper 9 entxled to the relier 

set forth in his petition, and have therefore instructed me to re- 
rt the bill back to the House, and recommend its passage : 
Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 


day. 
Mr. Scott, one of the committee on Internal Improvements, 
made the following report: 
-~ Commirtree Room, January 7, 1850. 


To the Hon. C. G, Keenan, D. 
. Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
“The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re- 
ferred the memorial of Ebenezer Allen, have had the same under 
consideration, and after giving to it the attention that the magni- 
tude of the interests involved required, have concluded that the 
project is not feasible, and have unanimously instructed me to 
report the same back to the House, anc recommend its indefinite 
postponement. 


Report received to come up among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Lloyd, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, made the following report : : l 
Bé 7M -Commitree Room, January 7, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, . | 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
'The committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, to whom was 
referred a petition of the citizens of 'T'ravis county, prayíng the 
Legislature to pass a law authorizing John J. Grumbles and Tar- 
box, citizens of Travis county, to establish a ferry on the Colo- 
rado river, opposite the city of Austin, free of charge to the citi- 
zens of Travis county, have had the subject matter under consi- 
deration, and have instructed me to report a bill and recommend 
its passage : 
An act to authorize John J. Grumbles and Lyman Tarbox to 
establish a ferry on the Colorado river ; read first time. 
" Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 
ay. 
Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : 
oma . Commirrer Room, January 7, 1850. 
T'o the Hon: C. G, KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Represéntatives : 
. "The committee on Engrossed Bills, haveexamined a bill to be 
entitled an act to establish the Rio Grande Railway and Turn- 
pike Company ; also,.a bill to be entitled an act to establish and 
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incorporsbe & a Literary jnotituto vader the and senirel 

of the eh Texm Annal e tes Sas ye 
of Henderson, Rawk county, in a bill se 

du el for eee halts of Cane Mech 


deceased ; also, a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Wm. 
C. Sparks, assignee of Samuel W. Willis; also, a bill to be enti- 
tled an act to amend the first section of an act entitled an act to 
regulate the license and practice of attorneys and counsellors at 
law, approved May 12, 1846; also, a bill to be entitled an act 
supplementary to an act entitled an act to exempt buildings and 
ground designed and used for purposes of education or public 
worship, ‘from: ‘taxation; also, a joint. resolution. for the relief of 
Elizabeth, Hart ; also, a, joint resolution grantitig, Harriet, R free 
woman of color, the privilege of remaining-in-the State of Texas; 
also, à joint resolution . prescribing the mode of ‘transferring ‘the 
consolidated’ stock fund of the late. Republic of aoe and: find 
the same correctly. engrossed ;. report accepted. 

Mr. Clough introduced a-bill.to he entitled an. det io provide 
for the apportionment of the old debt of. Harrison county, among 
the counties of Harrison, -Upshur and Panola ; . read first time. 

Mr. Sterne introduced a bill to be.entitled an "act to amend’ an 
act- to incorporate the city of Dacomteches approved ‘March, 16, 
1848; :;yead firsttime. -> 

- Mr. ‘Bogart offered the following Preside aid joint resolu- 
tion declaring at what time, the lands within the limits:of Peters’ 
colony, which are resérved- frons. location by. the contract patered 
into. between the President of:the’ Republic. of Texas and; We S. 
Peters.and others, under and; in; piirsuanze :of an aat, passed. by 
the Congress of the Republic-of Texas, on the Ath day. of Feb- 
rnary, A. D. iw entitied an - fct graríting-. iaa do! emigrants ; 
read first time.. - (d : "m 

Mr. "Faytor intredtéed an act sepplénteritbry: tohn. aétentitled 
an aét to Poeate péiimandhitly - the/aéüt hof. Juste of: Criss" ‘county, 
approved December 27th, 1849 ; read’ first iie, 1 7.5. 

2 ~ Mr, Joy jos offered the following’ pi t résoltition ': a 
d ed, ‘hat fis Excelleticy, i , the ‘Govertior,, juts [3 is 


hereby Tequir ; issue hi peat er an elé 
holden n PR Mond Ay LM ogation e 


the seal DTE pregi HA rey SM T n sec lion ofthe 


arti f the E bis of Texas; and that 
won s MN cree fotte froi Bild after its 
Pašsageji webücfinst: mes Thali abus D SEE 1» sono O 
Mr. Cramp of Austin, introduced a bill to be entitkidayt aet 
DD* 


: amend the.6th, 
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authorizing Archibald McMillen of Austib vennty, to free cer tain 
fiegroes, thereih Hamed ;'réadifir&t time? -.:- 

T Mr. ‘Lewis introdated'a bill to'be‘entithked an a to extend the 
jurisdiction of :tlié county of. Metlinerfor celtain. purposes ; read 


third time. : 
O ienn Room; Jan. Tth, 1850, 


"To the Hon. 'C. G. KEENAN,” s 
_ Speaker of the Hiuse of Reprësa jiratives s 
The, -Gommaitteg of ‘Conference, to wham was referred a ‘bill to 
e th and, 9th pechan of on at | authorizing and 
requiting the, miy contts, fọ regul: ate rpads, Appoint, rinde 
s approved | arch. 19. "1848, have bad the sa p und ér con- 
eration, and report th at 1 Ae ttee b ave agreed to récom- 
mend the passage of the bill with the ‘following Sr gininins 
Viz :, amend the caption by. inserting “Bq” before Bin 

Amend by inserting the following as ihe. first section of the bill: 

. Section 1. Be ‘it enacted, by the Legislature of the ‘State of 
Texas; that the 3d section of the aboye recited act be so ‘arhiend- 
ed as to read as follows : 

‘Section 3. ‘That the’ cointi i courts ‘of the counties shall lay 
off their counties intó road precinets, ahd shall at-their first meet. 
ing in'each and every year, =appoint one overseer ‘for each pre- 
cinct, and shall, at the same time designate all the hands liable to 
poli on publie "roads under the différent overseers in their-coun: 

73; ahd ‘in case any haid or hands liable to work on. roads shall 

nove been designated by said court, the overséer shall. have 

rito: 'sunimens /them-~onl the xTiearesti public. troad: to; which 

tlie may live, ‘as if they had:been designated! by: the conrt ;: pro- 

éd; ten: day's residence benecessary. ta require the. performance 

‘of: said: read ‘service. But. if from any cause, the cdust should 

fail or neglect to perform the duties required in thissectiow at its 

first meeting-in the weary it,shall:be eonpetept and, degalh fortit to 

make.suebh sapportionment ; sand. designations at a called Meeting, 
or at its next regular by erik ao E E un T 

Amend Ist, section, by strikin, out, ‘be, it enacte. 1 
islature of the State of a E sin PRES te 
3d, fo b Sd alid Aib. i 
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On motion of Mr, Taylor, the House-paoceeded ster esie 
of the Mig ^ -* e a este etek A gne veo M 
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m Eu Eel | ORDERS QF THB. DAY: ped dabo pa À 
Joint resolution prohibiting the further payment É any. portion 
ofithæsalatjokithe judge of tlie 1Lth judicial district- until other- 
wise dirdeted -—froma she Penates. read firsttime. ; o uo crum 
On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule wasisuspernded; resolution 
read by. its caption, and- Mrz Lewis moxed;te-Tefesthei same forthe 
canmittee iow; State :Affeiis;; Jost: > cee tee pear, e sim T 
i -Qn.ntétioni ‘of. Ma. Lloyd, yale farthey suspended, jint xesehu, 
tion read third time ; Mr. Lewis moved its reference to the, gogar 
mitteerom the resolution: tb iaquire into,thefeonductef the judge 
of the 11th district, of which. Mri Stapp is dhainutangu pen wbiga 
the;yeás;add nays sere’. caHed; and resuliedas follows: 54 A 
Yeas— Messrs. Speaken;:.Bee; Bryant, Charlton, Clampyits; 
Clowgh,;@echian, Crumpof Austin, Fields; #yanislipoblapde- 
man of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of, Trasis,; HoHands Jaw: 
Lewis; Lott, McKinney; MeNairy;- Polk, Russell, Seotg-Somth af 
Shelby; Sterne" Tarver! Whittlesey Williamseand Wan felds—26; 
Nays—-Messrs. Bogart, Dickson, Gillet, Johaggty floyd, Milli- 
can, Pace, Reynolds, Runnels, Selman, Shafin Shea, miti of 
Red BimernStapp, Taylor; -Wilsom and Wren vous 
- Sel the;resol ution as 80 refarged.to the Sgleqteampy tea... ee 
«A bills supplementagy to, anvact regulating appeals tothe su- 
pkeme cobrtun-chiminal:qases, approved dethol; Mag) 4946; as, 
on motion of Mr. Taylor, read by its caption apd, seferred tothe 
Judiciary, committee. ; aye fes PL orta et bapto denn! yf? 
' Abillite;provide for the .collegtion ef the uncollected taxes ass 
sessed for, and due the late Republic of Texas; was, oüggofien 
of Mr. Bee,tead by: its, caption. and, referred toj hg, Eripenee gom- 
PUHE edge sti tango a cr bop ae blond We ads 
Joint resolution requiring all the taxes,coming to the State from 
the peaple of Jasper county,.for she year A980, exceptiga dhe gen 
per cent required for educational, purposes, to. be appropmete | ta 
the building.nf a-tonxt house aid, jail der. said, $ Srasyon 
motion of Mr., Charlton, read .by its. Fondi 1d toghe 
Fintinceoommitteg. ns: get EU baa Devon ebior x 
iA büldfardhe melteLoftheshelss, or legal repre talinssrol im. 
H. Maleng, tlegessed o was; en mationyef- Mr) Lay Kps 
caption and referred to the marg iei Private ra LY 
‘ieklbitbreanjaings the, Adjutant, Gene issue a heuntywar- 
memi rar ir qu 
Ali gS 6. #5, QD, AOUOR V aX iae : 
ing rears] dade comnmitioe on aile 
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A bill to perfect the land titles: ih ‘Castro's: colony ; read third 
time-and passed. -<° 

On motion of Mi. Gillet, Mr. Wilson’ was haded.to the; čom- 
mittee on the resolution to inquire: into the eondtict of the! Me 
of the 11th judietal district. - *. $;5 

A billt be-estitled am act ofatitirig’a charter to the Galveston 
and Brazos Navigation Company ; .read'third time and passed by 
a constittitional mejorta Fhe ‘House exctibed Mr. “Bee from 
votiñ i 

MAC biu to be entitled m act to amend the dia of the town 
of Golidd ; read third-time and passed. . 

A bill 1o be entitled an act creating the county. of Wood; read 
third time, aid -passed . bya constitutional majority. 

A tessage wak receivéd from the Senate informing the House, 
that the Senate receded from their amendments, to a bill to appor- 
tion the Senaters and'Represertatives: of the Legislature among 
the several counties of this” Slate, acedfding to ithe rduicnente 
of the constitution, ^^ '- 

' Mr.'Runnelé offered: the following re&ülution : a 

Resolved, That the éofninittee on’ State Affairs be instrueted to 
prepare’ and report a ‘bill prescribing -the method ‘by which the 
consent of the Btate may be given to the formation of a new 
State out of thé territory or "Texas, ane the wishes. of the people 
ascertained thereon. > : 

"Mr. Clough offered to amend as follows ; after tlie word “ in- 
dose i insert. the swords “ fo inquire into the expediency; ” "d 
adopté : 

Mr. Bryan moved $ Ta the- résoltitiog’ ót the table, eH 

Mr. Winfield moved to adjourn. until, half. past, two 0 coek p: 
m.: Test. ` z . 

À motion was toàdé fo adjourn - until three o’eloek’; lost; also, 
to adjourn until six o'clock} p.m ; lost. ` i 

Mr. Bryan withd tet? tris! motion. to” Tay-i on thé table. wo 

Mr. Stapp moved'it& indefinite postporietment, ` j 

Mr. Fields moved its referenceto the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. ‘Tarver moyed jo? postpoe: the sie! eihitil ‘the Mthiofi July 
next, u ne which the yeas tid Hays ' were called, avd restilted as 
follow pose d fe Be 

Yeas—~-Messts. ° pud F Br an, “Burney .Ġöghtan j 
Crump of: Austi, 1 Pran Heel Reynolds, Shaw, 
Shea, Smith shi 8 Tarver: Wilson dnd Wirifield 17. 

Nays—Messrs. “Be n “Clements, Clough; Fiétas, Gil- 
let, Hardeman ‘of’ beni "Hatdéinair oF Pravis) B Holland,- 
Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloy& Lott éKinney, M MeMairy I Pace, 


* 
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Polk, TE Russell; Sgott, Selman, Smith of es el 
Sterner. "Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams and ,Wren=2 MS "m 
' So.the House refused 10 postpone the :reselation, —;:... 1 

Question; recurring on -its reference to the commitice on State 
Affairs, was the put and carried. 
Mr; Fiẹęlds moved to. "adieu: until. half past ning o'clock, to* 
PEE lost. es na , 
On motion the. House. adjouinga until ites. o 'elock, p. me 


.8 o'clock, p. m. ` 
' House met. puřsuant to adjourament—roll called quoram 
resent. Mn rue uio 


<The d) communication Was received and read: —- 


Om OF Sai ANTONIO Dec.:36, ‘ipso, 


To the Hon. the Senate and House of Repr ésend atines, of ihe 
Legislature of Texas. p : 
Messts : The undersigned committee of invifation: on ‘the part 
of a public meeting of San Antonio, convened for the punpose of 
tendering a complementary ball, to;. Generals; Brooke, Harney, 
and Garland, to be given on the Sth day of January;.A. JD. 1850, 
havgthe honer of. requesting : your.presence ou. that occasione 
With bacon. we are your obt. servants, - 
2 J vte43 o5 SAM. A. LUCKIER, - 
a BL, PASCHAL, 
“we 7 ado die? G..H, GIDDINGS, - 
J. A.-DURAND.: 
Ori:motion of, Mr, Clements, the invitation. deese 
On.motion of Mr. Taylor, the following syesolatipn wag faken 
u 
P esolned, The Senate « coneurring, that the pr aU LEG DIC 
willi adjourn isine die, oa Saturday the 12th,of. January wext. 
Mr, Scott: moved ta amend by striking.ou “12th inst" and.in- 
sert, figo sooti as the; Legislature williget through their buasimess." 
MM of Mr. Dickson, thë vamendnient was laid puthe 
fes at TET EE 
's Maz Stapp moved.. the. eoa be i on thenablegzigst. 
Mr. Taylor moved to ‘amend by; inserting, aer Rosh dast” rite 
d of the “12th.” totes 
tif arwen movyed.d call; off the Haiena call, being, made— 
and the Sergeant-at-arms dispatched fon absentees.; ,- 
On motion of Mr. Lewis, Mr. Crump-of Bexar, was excused 
from attendance on the House until Monday next, 14th inst. 


On wiotion of Mr. Crump of Austin, the call of the House 
Was suspended, 
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Mr Buthey moved tamed Mre Taylor's ameüdrent, by 
striking out:*25th insti? -ànd'itiserting! “is Fébriary cared: 
.. Mr. Dickson moved the adoption of the résoliition aSaménded, 
üpoti Which -the- yeas’ and nàys were called “for, and'yestilted as 
follows: ,  . pe, EEE BRO ee oh 
Feast Méssis. Speaket, Bee; Bogart; Burney, Ctrarttén! Otough, 
Cochran, Crump of Austin, Dickson, Fields, Gillet; Hafdeman 
of Travis; Holland, Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, MceNaity;Millican, 
Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, 
Stapp, ‘Sterne, Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson, Winfield 
and Wren—31. . , DI 
- Nays++Messrs. Bryan, Clements, Franklin, Hardeman of Na- 
cogdaches, .Jowers, Lewis, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, 
Russell, Scotf, Shea and 'arvez--14. __ MEN 

The resolution pissed as xtibhdei, to adjourn sine de, on Ist 
of February next. ^ c 06. 

-A Bill (obe entitled an'act.to create the: county of Belt» read 
third (üd Hnd:passed. - 7 050 00 0200 00 00: 
CADA to'bé entifled an act for the relief of Thomas W. Ward; 
ai ehgrossed Bl > coc MELLE a 

Mt Runnels moved its re-referetice tothe committee òh- Fi- 
nance; lost —— . UU St 0n S 

Mr. Fields théved a suspension of the rule in order that he 
might offerri: améndmént.’ 

Mr. St&pb/moyéd its'fe-referenee to the committee on Public 
Debt; lost; ` of . 

Question, on Mr; Fields motion, td suspend Was taken dnd:lóst. 
l The-yeas and nays beim! edlled foron ihe-final pussage of the 
bill was taken, and resulted as follows: EM : 

Yéaius Messrs. Speaker, Bee; Bogart, Bryan, Clenient&;-Góch- 
rad,Gutàpof Austin, Franklin, Johnsen, ‘Lewis, Lote; MoKin- 
ndy? Russell; Scott; Setran, Shea, Smith of Shelby Sterre; Far- 


k 


ver, Wihittkésey, Williams, Wilson abd Winlfield-z398e %7" 

^ NaysMessts!. Burney, Charlton; Cloóugt;. Dickson; Fields, 
Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Jowers, 
Lloyd, McNatty, Miltican, Pacé, Polk, Reynolds, Rarnnels; Shaw, 
fwittrof Red River, Mapp; Taylor and Wren-1o. ^V »'7 

So the bill passed. ! wma b i 

- Om-matión of Mr. Taylor, the'House adjourned antipRalfipast 
nine o'clock, to-mótfow'fnornmg. 5 ' 007 nA atf 
na ' : GS. d VES orem du 
M BEES vu d Pope nate ha TR. 
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-AustTin, January 8, 1850. 
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House.’ met, pursuant. ‘to. adjourtiment—roll- éalled—quoiien 
present. : 
MU il of the piece: aie day read atid ado opted. eas 

T; Buinéy presente a petition: from snn RC of Milam 
and, pud counties. On motion “of Mr: Be ;"Was refer- 
red o Ihe committee on’ Couhty aad County’ Boi nderiés, # 

Mr, Burney,- chairmàn of the ene on Private Tene 
Claims, řade the following reports : BC 


, COMMITTEE Roos Jan, 5,1850. 


To the Hou. C. G. KEENAN, Ube m ug 
to c4 39 Speaker of: the House.of Represi alinei 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom: Was- refers 
red an aet to átthorize ‘the Commissioner -of ‘the General Land 
Office to issue a head-right certificate, first class, for owedeague 
and labor of lad to' John 'Béyd)a8sionce of Güórbe» Wi: Méhd, 
have had the same under consideration, and, from the evideuce 
adduced, have instkueted the to: Ipae tid same back to the House, 
and recommend its passage. oat xe osi 

Report ‘and. bill: yeteited to è émeup. amóng;; ‘the orders of the 
wit NE "ET dion us 


Mt eui Mese t $ Committers Roi January 8, 1850. 


To the Hon. c.a. KRENAN., oe a 

: Şpraker öf the House of Roe seidtiges : ne 
“The comniittes. on Private Lands: Glaims, towhomimes xefer- 
red the petition of E. H. Grisham, have had. the-same undez;cons 
sideratiogland.findfrom the evidence adduced, that said, petitioner 

emigrated to Texas in the year 1841; that he was a marrie 

maticatithe timle of. his emigration ‘and has remained a citizen a 

os up tothe present time, and is/therefgge entitled, nmder t 
laws and: constitution of T'exasj to Six hundred; aud forty acres et 
Isid -iralso àppenrs to (he jsatisfaction, of your: damamittee that 
»Gaisham:basonle ver applied: foror, obtaimed the Quantu of 
Iehütectebiobihe sce end aal Veena D uad istagi) ud 
(fDhe nemmitteerbasthiótefóre--instrueted. "mp, te Taport dhe aer 
ccna lor the alia, said Grisha aud Face 


* 


AT boites a visae at Wi shit 
“onki barha entitled. an deii for the relief of |. Eh eiiam; 
read first time. "eb sdfas s 


Repina bit meceivéd fa;conbe'u p.amongs the grdars ef; the 


Ay. ? , 
EUN pubs 5f d mua Hi GEFN ; Lupe 


ri ¢ 
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^ COMMITTEE Roo, January 8, 1850. 


To the Hon..C. G, KEENAN, . 
Speaker of ile’ House‘of- Representatives: 

The committee on n us Land Claims, to whom yas refer: 
red the petition.of. A. Balleuill, have’ had the same undér consid. 
eration, and. find from ihe evidencé adduced, that said petiti oner 
emigrated tó Texas in the year 1841, that he Was a married 
man rand was entitled to six hundred and forty. aerés ‘of land un: 
der the laws of Texas. It also appears to the satisfaction of your 
committee, that said Dalleuill has never applied for or received 
the quantum of land ‘to which he was entitled as above, 

The committee has therefore instructed ,me;to report the ac: 
companying ‘bill for ‘the relief of said Balleuill, and recommend 
its passage. . 

A bili to be. entitled an, act for ine relief of A. Balleüill și »" Tead 
first fime. - P 
_ + Réport.and bill repeived to come “up among the. orders of the 

day. 

Calais. Roon, Janiiary 8, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, Map but 
Speaker of the House of epnisentatvies : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red the preamble and joint resolution. authorizing and requiring 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office to have certain 
university lands therein named survéyed,*hdve exathined the 

same; and from the vouchers and evidence’ beforé them, feel safe 
in instructing me to: report'the sdme back: to the House, and: re- 
commend its passage. 

Report and bill received; to. come up among ihe orders of the 
day. S IE E E PETERE 

- COMMITTEE Room, Jani 8, 1850. 
To the Hon. €. G. KEENAN, : 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 

. The committee oh Private Eánd Claimis,.to whomewhs refer: 
red à bill to be entitled an: aét:to authorize: the- Gommissiotier of 
the General Land Office to issue páterits on'eertificaiekvissned: by 
the board af -Land Commissioners for Robertson cotinty: in eertain 
casts, have had the sameuinder consideration, and instructed: me 
to report a substitute for the same, and recommend its ‘passage. 

- Report, bill-and substitute receivédj to come’ wp arhohg the or- 
ders of the day. "ub gen ra 

Mr. Charlton: chátrmaniof- the eommitteeon Cou útyraiyd Cel. 
ty Boundaries, made the following report : 
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T -, ». p COMMITTEE Room, ao 8: eU d 
To. the- Hon; Ç. Gea Ee a orn 
Speaker of the House of Regrossniat i: 

The committee:on :Gounty and, County; Boundaries- have aad 
under. consideration -a bill, better, to, define the boundaries of 
Codka county; a majority of the committee concurring inijopimion, 
instruct mete report adversely to the bill. and ash do.be A cporge 
from the further consideration óf the same. . : - 

Aet and bill qenelved, to. ‘Zame WP. among sthe.orders of 
the dap: : ES Án 

Ape ui . Cour TES. Room, rM 8 1880. 
To the Hen. & (GREEN i i 

00027. ba © Speåker of the. House of Represemigtives : ger 
The committee on County and County Boundaries have. had : 
-aunder consideration the , petition.of Sundfy ¢itizens of the town 
of Marshall, Harrison county, asking the, incorporation of said 
town; a majority of the committee concurring, instriicí me to pe- 
port: the accempan ying bill:ta the fayorable eansidesation ofthe i 

Hanse, and. recommend its passage...‘ ee x qu oy t 

An act incorporating the city of Marshall ; yead first time. 

; Repoatiand bill: ‘received taigame up: among the andere, of: the 
day. 10: E LEE ae 

Mr. Whittlesey, ED of the topmumitige- pn. Engros Bills, 
made. the following, TEPON: CAES 

; Commrrrer Room, Jan. 8,1650.. 
Hon. c. G. Kevan: a. 
hun Speaker af the House of; Representatives: ba 

The committee on Engrassed Bills haye examined a-bill io be 
entitled:an. act fo, incorponate'the county of Ellis,..and find the 
same correctly engrossed ; ; report accepted.. 

' Mr. ;Burney; chairman fof ' the committee on Enrolled Bills 
made the: folowing rẹport:. 

urs ‘Communes Boom; Tai. 1850. 

Vouthe Hon: Q. G KxpNAN, l 

wile naat. Speaker of the House óf. -Reprevelitatinds pint. 

‘The éónimitib on Bnvolldd Bills, have:examitied the follow 
ing aets| vizi: ala actrelative de the. payment of certaiti-volmsiteer 
Coinpantes for: services . venderdd. ten the: western frontier olf: tit 
Sateh Fas: av détitotaithotize James: Knight to 'adoptrdodt 
cinda E. Nibbs, daughter oft Mary Beckhaih, deceased, late ofthe 
county of Fort Bend ; also, a jointiresohitiow providing for the 
"ribi mender of pétisons thereiri ;mentiéwed, : bythe govern- 
teat? of SiresUuiited tates and Mexico, and find. threni-eorzeotl y 
enrolled, and having beemsigned: Ae Speaker of the House: of 
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Representátives and Presideiit of: the Senate, was this day pre- 
sented to his ECHO the Govettiof, for:his gd report 
pe 

ME. 'Olough cffered the following fostlution yc 

~ Resolved, That the committee on! Finance be ‘instructed tó 
enquire tito-thie expediency" of iriereasiag the fees'pf'-eltief jus- 
ticas of. tlie couhty eburts, add. -Yeport by: bilt ‘oF othietivise as ‘Soon 
as practicable; adopted. `. nti 

Mr: Fields òffered the following Edmo. bi 

Resolved, That no member shall be permitted to logk over 
the clerks count, while taking the’ vote, on a call of the eas and 
nays, or at any time before the result. is Announced; ‘and any 
member so transoressing, Hot lunonis eut of order by the 
Speaker: adopted. :' P e lu 

Mr. Stapp Anttédu cad a: bil Tun Medus ‘an aet tò prevent the 
floatine 9f: Yand.- certificates, after thesame have seen ones: loca- 
ted ; read"fitst time. ^ - ae jones 

Mr: Lott introduced à bill to: ba entiildd-wntaey iore partiou- 
larly defining te Torani -of Herderon county!" read first 
time. Kus MES. - Mie esi 

/ On motldtr of-Mr, Lotti {he salons suspended and till dad 
Second time; and, on motion, was referred to ihe committee, on 
Cownty ‘and Cohnty Bouwüderlds. ^ c. 06 v 

Mr. Dickson asked to be excused fromithe: éommittee who 
were appointed to examine! ithe Comptroller’ s onice, on accouht 
of indisposition. 

On:motion ‘of Mr.- “Whittlesey, "Mr, Steines Sag added to the 
committed to’éximine the Comptroller's offices tc oS 

Mr. Winfield moved.to ‘reconsider the vote taken owthe. feso. 
lution on yesterday, to adjourn ‘sine die o o nte 

Mr. Fields moved the motion be'laid on:the tabla ;:típéh which 
the yeas and nays were called, and resultertias follows: E 

"Yeas —Mesbrs. Speaker! Bed, ‘Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Cochran, Fields, Franklin, Hardemanof. Nacogdoches, dayers, 
Lewis, Lott; MeKinnty; Milican, Reynolds, Raissell, Scott, Shea, 
Smith.of Shelby, Sterne, Tarver, Wilkiarhs and Winheld-.22. 

Nays— Messrs. | Chariton Dlaneh; Crunapiof Austin; Diekson., 
Hirdemanof:  Brawisy Holland, ifabbaon, Lloyd, MéNairy, Race, 
Runnels, Selman; : Shaw; Sith. f: Red River, Sapi, Stewart, 
Taytor; Whittlesey, Wilson: amd Wrensa2Oseu% dde. d odi 
'* Se the motion’ wasilaid antthe table; > is! d a jo YUN ent 

iMt. Wilsoni ivtvedweed. a billitotbeentited’an;act to, amend:the 

130th section of ‘ath act sega o oessa ea dri jeiyil Buen apr 
proved'13:i; May, 1846; read: firsttimes.<! o rot bun bestens 


, 
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' Ou motion of ‘Mr. Fields, the:Honse :proceetled to ordeis of 
thoga, andithé businéss onthe Speéaker’s.table: <i 5-5: 

Onimotion. of ;Mr-. Clements; the bill to -czeate. the TA judi 
cial distniet was takem wp; read: second - tine, ordered tébe eme 
grossed; and, on motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was BuEpended, 
bill read, third time and passed... « 21. "m 

Joint resolution authorizing ike ‘Governor fo employ conrisel in 
the present.session: of the supreme court; with, substitute from, the 
Senate-+the Senate insisting onthe s substitute ; on. motion, of; Mr. 
Dickson, laid on the table for.the present. 

A bill to ‘be entitled: an ‘act to Tfegülaté. ferries’; the Senate re- 
fising io’adopt' the’ amendments offered by the: House: . Oh no- 
How of Mr. ‘Clements, a eomiuilittee of conference-was üppoiifed 
on said bill. iuda 

Pie Speaker appoitmed Messi loisous Lloydánd Witliams, 
said éonimitteé. 3> < TEE O. 

The resolution from ihe. Senile raising a committee td áet 
with a like committee’ dni thé part of the Hotise; soni they Report of 
the committed appointed to: draina the Renitenitiary, WAS: read 


and adopted. : CAE e. up dece are p duci] 
. Ai bill to: be. entitled an: aet. " iricotporMte the, tonino: Castro- 
ville ; read first time. «. KL PERSE DT 


Og motion. of, Mr.Smith of. Red. Riven, thi jeint:tesolutieilon 
slavery: was taken. up and read, with amendments ,offened dy Set 
lect: committee; amendments adopte ; joint resolistien. readr.5e:- 
cond time. sn, p 6 bos : £n 
- My. Clough offered:a aibatitite fon the joint: resolution: ' 

Mr. Dickson moved to lay the preampie: and: substitwte nied 


by: Mar (Clough:‘on theitables: > ~: > . 
Mr. Stapp moved to lay the resolution. aad. substitute oti dé 
tablig until Monday: mext; lostri poen i 


+ My Holland offered. the following laiii: 

Resolved, That the bill now before the House. Pe réferréd ito 
the: Sue potamittee, s dégether with the, substitute, and. sáid' cbm- 
mittee be requested to act immediately, a va they berimstruct: 
ed'tosepogt gn Monday nerti ii ius Ug. 

LM Fhanklbznflered an-amebdment, are IP 

Mr. Tarver moved to postpone the DE substitufo And 


arnendments wn til, Saturday Mext.vicampigde 2 . 2. 7. cud 
Ma Moi ianey, mowed a: reconsideratientof the yote Jastnben 
onypnstpenigg;the regqlution.;canieds | i - ue 


Question: shall the resolution and suse dien Lo: postponed 
Main Rel undey, next a le dais yeas and nays were c called, 
and. resulied ag | HOMEY. (Ge BD) Bete Poe aN 
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: ¥eas-— Messrs. Bee, Burney, Giements, Clough, Fields, Frank- 
s Gillet, Hardeman of "Travis, Holland, : Lewis; Lott, McKin- 
ney;. McNairy, Millican, Reynolds; Raiihels; Russell, Scott, Sel- 
man, Shea, Smith- a Sabr Stapp, aa, Stewart and: ‘Wren 


—k 


Naya Moses. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Oharlioi,’ Cochran, 
Crump of’ Austin, Dickson, Hardéman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, 
Jowers; Lloyd, Pace, Polk, ‘Shaw, Smith of Red River, ‘Tarver, 
Taylor; Whittlesey, Williams, : Wilson and Winfield —21. - 


A? kata 


So the motion to postpone until Saturday prevailed. oe 


. A message was received from the Senate,. through their Secre- 
tary; informing the House that the Senate had passed C: iiid 
ing bills originating in the House: 


A bill far. the relief of the heirs.of Geonge W, Maniez alio, 

Á joint resolution for the relief of the heirs’ of Willia Mock- 
ford; also, . - - m NE 

Joint ‘tesolution foi the relief T John Balch; ‘also, - .. ^ 

Joint resolution:-for the relief of: Benjainin F. Fry; also, the 
the following bills originating in the Senate : 

CA bill te:authorize. Mrs, Julia Stanton: to talte: ttre- guardianship 
of her son William Ewing Stanton; also, — ^ - 

Joint resolution instructing our. Senavors and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress to endeavor to secure the’ jiassage of 
a law. requiring the United States district court for the district of 
Texas, to be holden at more places than one ; also, 

A bill to be entitled an act eS the election of cbunty 
treasurers by the people; also, 

A bill requiring the Comptroller t audit the ‘claim of Fern: 
do De Leon, etc.;' also, 

A bill to be entitled an aet to aniend the first section of an-act 
entitled an act to.create the county of Andetson, approved March 
24, 1846 ; also, 

A bill to be entitled an act to divide the Staie ef Texas into 
two supreme court districts. 

Mr. Wilson moved to adjourn until to-morrow} liaMast ı nine 
o'clock, upon which the yeas and nays Ne called, and Fesulted 
as follows :: ve 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Beé;. Bogart Bryan, Charltoà, Cle- 
ments, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Holland, Lewis, -MeKinney, 
McNairy, Millican, Pace, ‘Scott, Sliea, Sterne Tarver; Williirs, 
Wilsoir and Winfield—21. ar 
- Nays—Messrs. Burtey, Cochran, Cramp of Aust, “Draksew; 
Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, 'Hóllind;: Johu- 


- 
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son, : Lloyd, [Potk; "Runnels,. Russell; Selman, ; Shaw; Smith of 
R. R., Stapp, Stewart, Taylor, W hittlesey. and Wren— 20. — 
' So the Bouse adjourned to ar ‘past nine tomorrow morning. 
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TN E OE Lh i A - AUSTIN, Mai ah, 1850. 

^ House n pursuant to adjousninent—rol called—quorunt 
present. | ^. 

Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. XT 

Mr. Clough, chairman of Mee nc eP on State Affairs, made 
the following report zs 1.1. e 


^ .. Commirres ‘Room, Joninary 9, 1850. ` 
To the Hon. .C. G. KEENAN, ` 
nose -Speaker of the- House of Representatives : : 

The eommittee. off State: Affairs, to whom was teférred a joint 
ae instrueting our Senators in the Congress of the United 
States, and. requesting’ our-Representatives.to..proeure the estab- 
lishment of certain mail routes, upon which the mails shall be 
transported:.im: coaches and da horseback, hàve'considered the 
same, and beg leave to report, that they deer the gequisition exe. 
travagant, and therefore -inexpedient; and while they. regtet 
much the want of mail service and mail facilities throughout the 
State, adequate to the wahts:of our enterprizing people, they deem 
it impolitic and improper to make a.demand of the General Go- 
vernmerit: which could not at-this time be answered. A majority 
of the ‘committee, therefore, advise me td ‘recommend that ithe 
bill be? postponed: “as yer AE 
, Repott and. bill Teceived; to on up nrang the ordeis óf the 

ay. Pid t eb x 

Mr. Cramp of As chairman B tha óommiittee on Military AG 
imr mde sie fol lowing sad at 

re, - Gónmittée Boots, Jh: 9, 1850. 

To: the Boni OG. Keeani fen tony 
ec Bebro mo s Sp ird dhelsHfouse’ of Reprebesitatives : | 

"Phu;eonmiittec. re Military: Affairs; td ivhom was referred: & 
bill ee forthe payment for dhe: forage; ‘subsistence, ' medi 

cines, dey steal, of Capt: Johnson's! compdny.of ‘niounted volun- 
tewrep tive daad cote: sume ‘tinder ‘consideration: aiid: instruct me to 
offer atsubstitate and récdnattiond its: passagéz;: s ^oc! 

" Repon Sue Eroa "to o renie: up bias d the. 
-orders of the day. : IBID 


ES 
zy 


ATO 


Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on on PrivateiLand Claims, 
made the following reports: fet ul 
" i 
COMMITTEE Room, January, 9th, 1850. 
To the Hon. C: G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red the.memorial of the heirs at law of Joseph Thompson, dec’d, 
have had the same under consideration, and find that the said 
Joseph Thompson -eimigrated to Texas in 1835; that hé was a 
married man and entitled, under existing laws, to one leagie and 
labor of land. ? Your ‘committee .also-fmd that a: grant of'éne 
league did labor of land wasmade to said Thompson: during the 
time the land office was closed by law in 1825. Tt appears that soie 
time in the. year, 1835, said Thompson departed thislife, leaving 
his widow and four infant daughters his sold heirs. : Believing 
that said ‘Thompson ‘was justly, entitledto.the quantum of land 
abovespecified, and the grant made to him heretofore being whol- * 
ly -vaid, the -committée -have. instructed. me-to report the dedom- 
panying bil for the relief of said Temorialists, and recommend 
its passage : 

A bill.to be entitled an act. für the relief of the héis at Jaw of 
Joseph: Thompsot; dec’d ; read first time, ; ` 
Report and bill. received, to come up "among the orders of the 


day. 

T COMMITTEE Boom,’ January, 9th;: 1850. 
To the Hon; C. G, KzzNAN,  .- (ben! 

. Speaker of the House of Representatives . to^ 

EU committee on Private Land Claims, to .whomwas :refer- 
red the petition of Martha McBride, who was‘-Mantha Collin; 
have had-the samme under consideratios, and. find, frbm: abundant 
testimony, that petitioner was a resident citizen of Texas at.the 
date ef the ‘Declaration of. ladependence, and has so :eontinhied 
up to the present time; that she: was the head.of. a. famiibynofle- 
gitiüraté childrén the 2d day of: March, 1836; that by reason of 
her widowed situation, she has never ' received her qudi gain of 
land to whioh sheds '&rititled, atid: he committee deem it but an 
act of justice to.gsant her prayer. But whilstithe veampiittee 
would grant :this-relief,, another. ‘case equal ky inex] toridus dsc pite- 
sented—that:of Mrs: Margaret-Govrrett, Gv ho; was: Margaref)Jones; 
and.equalty enfitled:to similanireliefi, The cominiitee otbetefere; 
can see no impropriety in: embracing thei we cases) inl sone 
the Samarbillxandebave tHorefavarinstumeke merio Hiponheuell a 


bill, and recommend its passage : eoque odd 1o ashi 


ATi 


A. bill to be entitled. án-aet:for the. mue of Martha, Collin and 
Margaret Garrett; read first time.  :. 
. Rüpont: end bill received, te eame "p among uie orders of the 


da 
s " Commen Boos, Jat. Sth, | 1859. 
To the. ‘Hon. ra & KEENAN. - x 
Speaker of the is of Repr esentatives.: : 
. The committee Su Private Land Claims, to-whom was refer- 
red, the. petition of Amos Morrill, assignee f Caloway Davis, 
have had.the same under consideration, and find, from eyidence 
adduced, that said- Davis entered ‘the service of Texas’ in May, 
1836.5. that he was a resident citizen of, Fexas.on the 2d Ma rch, 
1836, the day of the Declaration of Penda ‘that ie; pas 
ried; i, 1837,-and thereby became entitled tp.oue league an d.Ipbor 
of land, which is yet due to petitioner bya regular, authenticated 
transfer. rom said Dayis. The committee have. therefore. Apnstgact- 
. ed me to-report.a- bill for his relief and recommend ies passage:. 
A bill to be. entitled an aer for. the relief. of Amos; Morrill izend 
firsttime.. ^ :' LE ae 
Report. and bill received to. come: up among tlie orders. of: ‘the 
da " a oi be 
Mn Whitilésey, darma of the cóinmittee oh. Engressed Bills, 
made Wick following report: 4.5.35 s vic ios 
i COMMITTEE Room, Judy Arh,- bie 
To-the Hon: C. G. KEENAN, i ‘ 
Speaker of the House of Ropresentiitives’ 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined albilt to 
be enfitled-ah act'to create the 12th Jadicidl District ; also; a! bill 
to be entitled an act to incorporate: the' Mount Verior “parade ind 
female déaderitie’, and ‘find the sain’ conractly engrossed MID 
accepted: 1) 7 3 j« 
‘Mt: Scott introduced a jdint'résolution vélatie to revising; di 
gesting, and publishing the laws of this State read: first ime. |. 
"IM Bégart intrddueed ‘a bil to be entitled an! act. foritha Irélief 
of John Beeman, John S: Beeman; James: Ji Beeman: and Jolt 


N: Byyallgireadifirst-time. v s a DAP uid 
On motion of Mr. Lloyd, the "House proceeded to theorders:of 
thè da lian «dero n oer. Eu 4 au 


'$ d ; 

ates tat Las D ORDERS, QF, TERDA B Doroni 
ir rbsil tobesentitied amactito inéotborafel i linis 
tal Committee ; read first time. tH Hana. 
1 Ooraiotieon etes Russel, rulersuspevded bill mendesocond 
time, and referred to the: eonadáiiiét en State ARM, 1 oo nr 
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^A Dill ‘to be entitled an act-requiring the Comptrollor to adit 

the claim of Fernando De Leon, &e. ; read fitst. time; ^ - ^. 
A bill to-be entitled act requiring: ‘the election of County Thea. 
surers by the people ; read first time. 

A bill to be éntitléd an act tò authorize Mrs. Julia Stanton to 
take the guardianship of her son, William Ewing Stanton ; read 
firsttime. ^^" 

Joint resolution’ instruéting’our Senators, and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress to endeavor to Secure thé passage of 
a law-reqtiiring the United States District Court for’the District 
: of Texas, to be held at more places than ofe; read first-time. 

A-bill to be entitled an act to quiet the land titles in certain por 
tions of Texas, &c. ; read second time. ` 

Mr.'Cfough ‘moved its ‘refereticve to the Judiciary committee, 
which ‘motion prevailed. 

Mr: Fields ‘moved a reconsideration of. the vote: just taken, on 
referring: the ‘preceding. bill to- the’ „Judiciary ‘commiltee; upor 
which tBe'yeas and nays wérdiealled and resuited:as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Crump of A., Dickson, Fields, 
Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T.,: Lewis, McKinney, Ruskell, 
Scott, Stapp, Whittlesey and, Wilson —14. 

Nays: Messrs. Speaker, Bee; Butrney, Charlton, Clough, Coch- 
ran, Franklin, Gillet, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, "Lloyd, MeNai: 
ry, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Rannels,. Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith 
of R. R., Smith of 5., Stewart, Taylor, Williams; Winfield and 
Wren--27, 

_So the motion to — was lost. . 3 
. On motion-of Mr. Bryan; 100:copies of said bil were ordered 
to be. printed. for the use of the House.. : ; 

On, motion of Mr. Sterne, the bill to quiet land: titles jn. certait 
colonies, znd which was referred to the select joint committee, 
was transferred, together with the dhove mentioned bill tothe 
Judiciary committee; z pite 

A bill to be entitled:àn act to: divide ‘the. State. of Teng into 
two supreme court districts: read: first time: ©, 

On motion of Mr. Lloyd, the rule was, suspended sa read by 
itseaptien,! ^c ~ C UT cor qui 

Mr. Reynolds moved fo lay ike bi ón the table until the. Ath 


July next. 
Mr. Sta p moved a call of the! ‘Bonde darried, and roll called. 
On TE | of Mr: -Russell Me. Millican Rvàs exceed frem'in- 
disposition OE Ie EE pie hopet jer 


On motion of ‘Mr. Whittlesey, 'à doxmmifieelAvas appointed to 
wait on Mr. Miltican and: ieeeivéhisiwotei: ^1 iiia hun seat 
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"Tho Speaker:appointed: Messrs. W Hittlésey s and: Holland” E 
DERE u Vader. "Ua ud $ed 

Questior! Yeeurring "Uii the motion iip "untit July fth, 
upori whieh the yeas and. nave were’ called and: resulted^às for 
lowes EAM Nu S MM ME cs 

Yeas y- Messrs. Speaker, Booi Birney, Oramp of As J Did 
son, Franklinj Gillet, Hardeman of 'T.; Lewis; ‘Reynolds; Shaw; 
Stapp; : Wilson and: Winfield TA => 

Nays 1: Messré!-Bee, Bogart; Charlton, P Clough Coch- 
ran, Fields, Hardeman of N., Holland, "Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, 
Lott, MeKinüey, ‘McNairy, Millican, Pace, Polk, Russell, Scott, 
Selman, Smith of R. R, Smith of S; Sterne; Stewart, Taylor, 
Whittlesey, : "Williams and Wren—29.- i 

‘Soithe. motion to postpone was lost. TS " 

Mr. Stewart moved the reference of the bil to the Indicicty 
coinmittes, ı d i 

.On motion of Mr. Lloyd, the bilk: was: kemed tis the select čom- 
mittee ofıwhich Mr. Holland is chai#man. 

A bill to amend the first section of an act enti itled an atii to 
create the county of Anderson; approved March ath, 4846 Head 
first- time.. . 

A. bill to be entitled an act to ineorporate : the! iva ar Castro- 
ville; read second’ tithe, aud, on motion of Mr. ‘Lewis, passed’ to 
third redding. 3 AL 

A bill.to.. - provide for distributing: the fepotts ef the dedins 
of the supreme court of this State ; Tead third time and ‘passed: 

A bill to be entitled an àct for the relief of thë heits ot Dun- 
can Mülntyre; deceased ; read third tinie: ‘and: “passed. - 

Joint resolution prescribing the mode of trinsferring m con: 
solidated stock! fand of the late si of Texas i read third 
time and passed. : esie 

.Jwint tesolution granting Harriet, &- T woman of edipi; ‘the 
privilege of remaining: in the State of Texas; , read: Third timé 


and: pásséd. ^ t : "EET aj af 
Jott resolution for thie relief " Elizabeth Than; add an 
time andl passed atte PUE 


" Aobill^toibe entitled an act to establish ‘Meio Grande alt 
way: and Pyrnpike company’; read third ‘time, and, ‘on? imotiori'of 
Mr. Winfield, rule suspended, and: on: füfther motiti amended; 
byfistritciminouel 9 ‘atid’ inserting “12? ahd’ f passed by A coiidti- 
mnonal majority: b de mea | 

- ABM yobs entitled an- net to: 'establiki! And: "icorpürote w Fite. 
rhryshingdi td tiowundér the super vistdrt addieohtrdt of! He TRabtérn 
Texas diae Conference, lodathd at or die? the Th OPHeh- 

EE" 
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derson, Rusk county, in this State ; read third time and. passed by 
à constitutional majority. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on -Enrolled Bills, 
reported : Having examined a bill-for:the relief of the:heirs of 
George W. Manie, and find the same correctly enrolled ; and, 
haying. been signed by the Speaker of the House of Representa. 
tives and President of the Senate, was, his, day presented to.his 
Exéellency, the Governor, for his approval ;' read and accepted. 

- On motion of. Mr, Selman, the House adjom ned until 3 o'clock, 

2 7007 ju 2o» oe - PEE s 

i -o 8 O'CLOCK; P. M. 

House met—roll called — quorum, preset, T 

—. Mr. Selman presented the. petition of. sundry citizens, which 
was referred to the committee on- Private Land Claims, Without 
reading. - 1 

‘Also, a bill ‘to be entitled an act for the relief of Mason W.. 
Cope ; ead first time, and, on motion of Mr. Selman, rule sus- 
pended, bill read by its caption; arid referred to the committee on 
Private-Land Claims. 

Mr, Sterne presented the petitions.of Green R, and Mary R. 
Cessna ; also, the petition of Alexander McKinger ; referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims. ` 

A, bill.to be entitled an act su pplementary to àn act entitled an act 
to exempt buildings and grounds designed and used for purposes 
of education er public worship from taxation’; read. third. time 
and.passed. 

Ay wi to amend the first section of.an aet entitled án act to feg- 
ulate the license and practice of attorneys and counsellors at 
law, approved May 12th, 1846 ;-read third time and passed. 

. Abul to. be entitled an act for the relief. of Gen: Memucan 
Hunt ; read second time. 

M n Williams. offered: ta amend as follows z ‘After the word 
« certificate," insert “or, certificates " ; adopted. 

Also, the following: “Provided that the said Hunt shall have 
the right to surrender this claim or any part,thereof before the Au- 
ditor and Comptroller, and on presentation of théir certificate of 
the fact to. the Commissioner of the-General Land Office, recéive 
land certificates at the rate of fifty cents per acre in quantities not 
less. fhan. 820; acres eaeh " ;. adopted. 

Question recurring, on: the- engressment: of the bill, atid -the 
yeas and riays being called for, resulted as followg;.:... ." 

. Seas: Messrs. ‘Speaker; Bee, Bogart, Clements, Clough, Coch- 
ran, Crump of A., Fields, Franklin, Hardeman: of Tua Molland; 
Johnson, Jowers,, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Pace, Polk, Rassell, Selman, 
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Shaw, Shea, Smith of R. R., Smith of S; Sterne, Stewart, Tan 
ver, Taylor, Williams, Wilson, Winfield ánd-Wizen-—33. 
`> Nays: Messrs. Sn Burner Dickson, HOAN uL Rian- 
pels and Seott6.: s C 3 

A bill to be. eniiiiel an act. supplementary to an act tò locaté 
permanently ‘the seat of justice of Cass county ; read second time 
and ordered ‘to be engrossed. p . 


A bill to. be entitled an aet to remóve the land office of the Mi: 
lam. land. district from Burleson county to. Cameron, in “Milam 
county ; read second time. — ' E 

. Mr. Shaw offered to amend. as follows: 

* Be it further enacted, that:this act shall, take effect and be i in 
force from and after the first Monday i in August next and, pot be- 
fore.” ; adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be. entitled an act to incorporate the town of Living: 
ston ; read third: time. 

"Mr: Fields moved.to suspend the rule—-carried, and bill amend; 
ed and passed. 7 - 

SER ‘Lott offered: the following resólution 7 ; rs 

` Resoived, That a select committée of fire be appointed to ex 
amine the claims and vouchers of John Chisholm, Esg., late as; 
sessor and collector for Henderson. county, for services rendered 
tlie State, and report to the House by bill or otherwise ; adopted, 

‘he Speaker appointed Messrs. Lott; Hardeman of N., Russeil, 
Williams and Burney:said committee. 

A eee amend art aettregulatiBg attachments, mud March 
11,1548. ^ - 

Joint Resolution authorizing the Gover nor 4e issue his Proce 
mation for an election for the ‘peat of government. », .-,. 

On motion-of Mr. Taylor, laid on thé table. fa 

On inotiom of Mr: Wren, the: bill authorizing the county courts 
to levy an additional tax on land for road purpeses, was fakery up 
and placed: ainong the orders of the day. 

Mti Winfield, by:leave.pf the House, TT a bill. to -be 
entitled an act to-remave from the possession of the county-clerks 
of Webb conmty; all. bobks, papers, dey appertaining dee city 
of Laredoy to the city-of Comiel ;read.first.tmàe. ^ — i. 

'On-niotión of Mer. Lewis, thé jest: yesóblution:. e N “the 
Colptrolier! tos parebase a small bg building adjaceut-to the 
Ta Ofiice, was: taken -up and placed. among the orders of. he 

ay, jd ep ope d Ia 3 

7 Btbiflto beventitled'an:act to provide-far ihe. appontienmeng òf 

ihe old debt of Harrison. county, among the connties of. Harris 


mand 
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son, ‘Upshur and Panola; read a T up arid Tet to the l 
committee. om-State ‘Affairs. Hoel E. Saya 

A bill to be-entitled ansact authorizing. « Archibald. MeMtition of 
Austin county, to free certain negroes thereiynamed ; ‘read ise- 
cond time. ...: ee 

Mr.. Fields offered to mend j as s fol llows : provided, the "aid sl slaves 
SO emancipated shall emigrate to Liberia; ar some other, State’ be- 
yond the limits of Texas; adopted, 

Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, erei an additional section, 
“provided the said “Archibald MeMitlón, Shall within’ sixty days 
after the passage of this act send said ne tdes to'the State of Ohio, 
and place them under, the- guaidiadsh p add special protection of 
Giddings the abolitionist ; adopted: and; ‘ori motion of Mr. Fields, 
laid on the table until the 4th ‘OF fal next: tje a 

A bill to extend the jarisdittiòn of tlie uiy of: ‘Medina for 
certain purposes ; read second time, aid ordered to'be ‘engrossed. 

. A bill for the relief of Wm. Mc Masters: of Brazoria ‘county; 
read second time, and, on` 1idtion of Mr: Bryaiy, ře- committed to 
the Finance committee. 

A bill to define the mode of advertising.; ^ rend second. fime, 
and, on motion of Mr. Smith of nod Roter, referréd. to the J udi- 
ciary committee, . ar 
. An act authorizing the, Gal veston’ city company to change the 

plan of a'certain block of lots inithé ety of. Galveston, and au- 
thorizing-the city and gounty authorities to:use one of the public 
squares “of said city for city:&nd county purposes ; read sétond 
time. On motion of Mr. Franklin; was orderéd-torbe engrossed. 

An act to amend an act concerning proceedings im district 
courts; read seco#d time. On motion, was Feuer to the Judi- 
clary committee. Xt z 

An act defining how Sudicia: a ocal ady ehen. shall 
be made; read second time. On motion, was. beferred, ta the Ju- 
diciary committee. ` quM 

A bill to beentitled an act to And the Sth section of an act 
entitled an aet to establish the .judicialdistricts.jof the district © 
courts, approved February 26th, 1848; read secang time. On 
motion of Mr. Williams, was referred to: the Judiciany coinmittee, 

Mr. Lott, by- leave, introduced an’ act more particujanly defi- 
ning the boundaries of Van Zandtcounty. | réád first time., < On 
motion of Mr. Lott, the rule was suspended,; and bill. read se- 
cond time, and on motion, was referred to thé.committed oğ Goun- 
ty and County Boundaries. 

A bill entitled an act emartci Linn cant slaves, ihereiatnam- 
ed ; read second time. 210209 2 Faa 


* 
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‘ Mr. Fields. moved the bill -be*laid onthe table ;.lost. . 

“On motion of Mr. Beé; was ‘referied'to the Jadiciary committee. 

. Joint resolution to: provide ‘foi-the payment-ef translating the 
laws of: thé Ist arid d. sessions of the: Legislature into German, 
and for printing the same ; read second time. On motion»of Mr, 
Rünnels, was réfeired.to the conimittee on Clains.and Accounts. 
. . An act to authorize the sale of.the public domain of Texas to 

the United States; read second time: , On motion of; Mr. Stapp, 
was referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

An act authorizing -thé -Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue a certificate:for two-thirds, of a league. and labor 
of land to the heirs of Abasiah Dixon; ` read second time. On 
motion of Mr. Lewis, referred to ihe committee on Private Land 
Claims. . . . 

À bill to be entitled an aet: TT and confirming the mar: 
riage.of William Pearson and Elizabeth Ogle ; read second time. 
On motion of Mr. Cochran, was ordered to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Charles Morgan; read second 
time: On motion of :Mr. F Padua was referred to the commit- 
tee on Public Debt. : 

Joint. resolution for ilie relief of. the heirs of Robert Earl, de- 
ceased, with report from, Committee on Private Laud Claims: — 
On motion of Mr. Jowers, was ofdered to be engrossed. . 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Wm. Arnold, de- 
ceased; read second time. On motion of Mr, Sterne, was ordered 
to be en crossed,  ” - 

A bill entitled an act dur the relief of Uzziel Baggett ; read se- 
cond time, On motion, was ordefed to -be etigrossed. 

An act to permanently locate'the-seat óf: justice of Cook eoun- 
ty, with report ftom committee on County Boundaries... 

Mr. Williams moved to arhehd, by inserting after the words 
“eonstittitional “county,” ’ ‘hevinhide at the orth -west corner of 
Grayson county” ; adopted. - „Où motion ot Mr. Bogett; was or 
dered tohe engtóssed. - 

A sup lement to an act su nleidentary to an act to E 
county o E Upshur, ` ‘apploved. Jatiary 96th, A. D: 1848, with're. 
port frota committee on. County’ ‘Boundaries. -On mouan of Mr. 
Lott, Was c ordered to, be engrossed. = 

KU for the relief of- Jonatha "Bird Senate's biet 

OE: Pu iiteé'on: d and! Aecomits§ “report, accepted 
‘ : p0 P} fn 
' Di lo m : prep Tor" #88! relief ‘oF: John R. Baker : 
r Mp n qt time, On. E of Mr. „Whittlesey, Was ‘ordered: to 
nýrósseđ i" MS E 
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A bill entitled ah aet to authorize and requir e Alae: Cqumissi ioner 
of the General:Land Oflice'to.issue.to George Washington Sheek 
a certificate for 320 acres. of land, with, report from committee: on 
Private Land Claims, On motion, of As Toison, was oxdeted 
to be.engrossed. . s DOCS ee 

Report of committee of Conference, oh a bill to usn the 
6th; Tth and 9th sections of an act, authorizing:arid requiring the 
county courts tó regulate roads, appoint overseers oe was taken 
up, read and report ; adopted. " Ve 

-A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to ineorporate. the 
city of Nacogdoches, approved March 16,1848; read second 
time. - On motion of Mr. Sterne, was ordered to-be eugrossed. 


Preamble and joint resolation declaring“at what time the lands 
within the limits of Peters’ colony, which are reserved from:loca- 
üon:by the contract entered into betweén the Presideht of -the 
Republic of Texas, and W, S. Peters and others u&der and in 
pursuaüce of an act passéd by the Congress of the Repablic of 
'l'exason the 4th day of February, A. D. 1841; entitled ay act 
graitting land to emigrants ; redd; second ‘time: : On' rnotion’ of 
Mr. Bee, was referred t to.the committee Public Lands. Ese 


‘Joint resolution for the relief of James S. Patterson 7 read se- 
cohd fiie, On motion of Mr. June. Was ordered to: be'é en- 
grossed. 


Joint Poise for the zdliel "s Berry | W. Perkins ; read se- 
cond time. On motion of Mr Dickson, was ordered. fo be en- 
grossed. . 

Joint resolution e to. the purchasing: of books for the use 
of the supreme court, with report and amendments fran com: 
mittee on Finance ; amendments adopted, 

- Mr- Fields moved to amend by adding. the. following is ‘the 
-captions after the xords.joint.resolution, ' add “making nu. AR. 
prppriation for the purchase “of books:for.the use. of the stipreme 
court; adopted. On motion of Mr. fields, WAS... rüergd do be 
engxossed. 

„Joint resolution for the. relief of Samuel G. Douglags.; * read 
seeond i time. On motion of Me. ‘Burney, was es to. he en- 

rossed. 
li ‘Joint resolution for.the a of. Johu Hobson ; ead Segond 
timg, Ön motion of. Mr. Burney;. was, ordexed. to, be enge 

Report of the committee on County and County Roun m 
on 4. petition from the citizens. of Titus county 3. report iai 
and petition rejected. ie 

An aet to prescribe the mode of adoption —Senate’s hil ti wiih 


° 


© 
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réport and’ amendments front Judiciary committee} amendthents 
adépted, and bill passed to third readibg. - - - '' 

"A bill to be- entitled an act fór-the relief -o£-E., H: »Grishii ` 
tead-séeond time. On motion of Mr. 'Tatver;-was-ordéred to be: 
engrossed. 

A bill to- be. entitled:an-act for tHe:felief: ofA; Balleuill; a 
second time, - On ‘nro tion of: Mn: : Farver, was oo to be en- 
grossed. '-. € L3 

. Preamble, Whereas, ho an aet eriütdod an. 'adt appiopridting 
certaifi larids: for the establishment of a-general'system of edu: 
cation, approved January 26, 1839, with report. from committee 
on Private Land Claims. : 

-.'Mr. Latt moved:to amend by filling the blank with $100. 

Mr; Cochran moved to amend. Mr. Lott's üáthendment by filling 
thé blank with $298, or as much as will bé necehsany to survey itt 
adopted. i: : 

M Bogart moved the bill be laid on the table’; Aot - DE 
* On motion of Mr. Lloyd, was orderdd to be enoroxstd, ° 

: AA. bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the "edunt of Elfis— 
an engrossed bill. „On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, WAS re-referred 
to. the committee on County Boundaries. - 

- An motion of Mr. Bryan, the House’ o imt half past 
nine.o’clock, to-morrow” mo TN 


gna m EA. . Ausrin;: (NA 10, dese. 


House: het pars to adjóitáment- ol sic qim 
present. : ae 

"Jórnal öf tbe fiticeding day réad and’ adopted. | 

Mr, Burney, presented the petition, of Wm. R a Qn mo- 
tid, WAS reférrad. to the committee òh Public Lands. ae 

Mr. klin, chairman.,of the ee on the Judicia 
made tiet lowing reports: ` ' 


aO 4 E 


COMMITEE, ‘Rioxs, on 10, “1850. 
fat the Fon. C Si d manum. : are 


Te Em e ker of the. He Touse af. Representatives 2a. ~t 


* cir, EB 
Y: The ig committee,’ to ‘wham. swag; zofensed a bill entitled 
an act ‘aut horiging. the; gonnty courtaf Bed, River county:to-have 
the Teéards; in. books, A, BG, of Probate xecords new: tn. 4ae-«of- 
l cg of Sa county. atransertbed ; $; repontad. ; she same. backite the 
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House without amendment,and reconimend. its, passages + also, 

A bill entitled an act tG: Tegniate: interest, neported,the same 
back, to the Hause, with, accompanying substitute fox the secend 
ee ,Aand.;regomuaend'/ tha passage.of: the; substitute. with; the 
act ; also, 

; To. -whonr was referred the petition of the heirs.of. Stephen p. 
MeCommas, . and the report’ of, thé«conimittee on Public, Land. 
thereon, reported: that the rights and interest of the petitioners 
are. provided for sin the bill,reported -by your. dothmittee:for the 
relief of the ‘settlers of, Peters’ colony ; ; they. report thé papers 
submitted, and recommend that the petition; helaid upon the: table 
for the present; also, ; E ey 

To whom was’ referred a bill angiring in ilio. Renate enti- 
tled an act supplementary to.an act.regulnfing appeals to thé &u- 
preme court in criminal cases, approved: 191r of May, 1846; re- 
ported the same back to the House without amendment, and YC: 
commend its. passage; dispo, ^. ^ "5e 

To whom. was., referred a bill to be entitled an act to prohibit 
the sale of spirituous, liquors to. slaves, reported the same:to. the 
House with amendments, and récommend its-passage ; also,.- -.. 

To whom was’ referred. a bill to ‘be entitled an act to-legalize 
certain head-right certificates.issued by the county court of Re- 
fugio county, reported the same back to the House without amend- 
ment, and recommend its passage; also, 

To whom was referred a bill to prescribe the mode of return- 
ing process in certain cases, reported the same back without 
amendment, and recommend its passage; also, 

To whom was referred a bill to be entitled an act supplement- 
ary to an act defining the office and duties of constables, approv- 
ed 12th of May, A. D. 1846, reported the same back to the mote 

without amendnient, and’ récommend its passage. 

All of which were read and received, to come up with. the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Fináacó, made the, 
follo wing.report : l 

COMMITTEE Room, ‘January 10, 1850. 
: To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
` Speaker of the House of Representatives :- 

The Finance committee have. considered a T vesplution adopted 
by the House a few days since, instructing said ‘committee to. in- 
quire into the éxpédieney of increasing thé fees df’ chief’ justices 
of edurity courts, and a: majerity of the' committee dé&tti ing such 
increase'inexpeđient, have instrueted me to réturn b ésolution 
and ask to be disehargéd from' the further’corisidération’ of the 


> 
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subject. Also,’ ‘al Dik to provide % foi the: solle Lon GE tlie aeol 
ledfed taxes assessed -fór-arddüe the lite Republic: of "Pexàs; re- 
ported the same back to, the’ House without! eimifidmerit, qud 


feéodihieénd its pase! . Viva- iss MRE LT WR 
All of which Were received, ; jio. come up gmail the orders of 


thé day." "HENCE (um Mou (i 
Mr. Clough, cheirtrah of the -Comithittes en: State: Affairs, made 
the follwing reports,:. Mery 


CoMMITTEE Room January: 10th; 1860. ' 


: ae the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, Ch i n5. 


; 7a Speaker, of the sHousmof : Representatives ; 

The bill to incorporate. the: Grand and Subordinate Divisions 
öf. the Sons of. Temperance, has reeeiyed. the;consideration:of the 
committee: to, whom dt, was referred,, Tt conflicts with. no consti- 
tutional provision, and contemplates.the, promotion of a laudable 
abject, they therefore recommend it to the faver ot the House, and, 
ask to be discharged. 

-Alsoz—-The, memorial of Thomas Wr, Grayson. praying. fora 
league- and labor.of land, has ,been.before. your committee, they 
instruct. me to tender the memorialist their warmest expression of 
regard, and their.kindest remembrance for his past patriotic serv- 
ices to,the country in, the: days of her adversity, Í am: advised, 
to report that the ,comamittee deem it -without,-their..province to 
grant the prayer of the memorialist; they recommend him; how- 
ever; to present hig claim, to the proper department, where they 
donbt not justice will be done him -for his va table services; “also, 

A bill for the i incor ‘poration of charitable, benévolent and scign-. 
tific companies or societies, reported the sare. ‘back to the House 
for their consideration, and ask to be dischar ged. . 

All of which were read . and teceived, to ‘come atiiong the Or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr: Burney; chairman. of conilmittee. on. Pilvatc Land Claims, 

made the following reports: ^ ' bera c E 

COMMITTEE Room, ea 10th, 1980. 

To T Hon. ©. G. Keenan, oe 

iea Speaker of the: Fuse of ‘Represdibatives $ T 

AN for the” relit of the Heiti or’ legal 'fépiesentatives -of 
Win: EL! Malone; decéased, reported the sime back to the House; 
and recommend its passage , also, 

“The petitja of. hürbüs Gainer, asstened Uf: Hiram. H. sts. 
sotis; rd T „a bil fll for his.relief, ‘ntl recommend 1 its passage.’ 

A "bit for i é’retief of "Phodias Garter, assigtied, of. Hiram H- 
Milfisons-- iod first time, - ''^* 

Also—' The petition of B. C. Johnson, assignee of Jolin p 


4 
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Stacey, reported a bill for ,his relief, and, xeçommend: its passage, 
A bill forthe relief of B.C, Johusqn, assignee < of. John. F Sta- 
cey.; read first time. . 
"Allof which were ad and received, to.come up: ameng the 
orders of the.day, T T NE CT AMNES. 
"Mr. Charlton, chairman ef the committee on ‘County and 
County Boundaries, made the following report::. |. | > 


CommrrrEe Room, Jan, Mths "1880. 
Tothe ‘Hoh. C..G. KEENAN, E vans 
Speaker of the House of Répreséntatives 5. .'7 
The committee on County and. County Boundaries have had 
under consideration, a bill to be entitled am áct- moré: particularly 
defining the boundaries of. Henderson óotintS 4? also; an: act more: 
particularly. defining the boundaries' of Van- Zandt county, a ma- 
jorifyof the committee 'éoneurring in ópinión, instruct me to re= 
port the-bills back ‘without ainendment, anc Tespeetf ally’ recom- 
mend their passage. . 
. Redd and received; to come np among ithe-orders at-theday. 
‘Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of -the corimittéé oli: Engtossed: 
Bills, reported a bil supplementáry to an--aet "entitled: ai adi 
to "locate -permanently the “seat of justice of -Cass county; ab- 
proved :2Yth' of December, 1849; Also,’ atbil to” be- éntitled 
áüactte incórporate the: town of Tylerin: “Smith county, and’ 
find the same correctly engrossed’; report ‘accepted. nig 


„Mr. ‘Bryan’ froin the committee on Enrolled’ Bill s, reported, hav- 
ing examined a bill to be entitled án act to focate the seat of jus 
tive of. Dallas county, which originated in the Senate, and find. 
the'same corteetly enrolled.; report accepted. . i 

. Mr. Fields introduced a “Joint resol ution for.the relief of Josòph 
Branham’ ;- read first time. On motion of Mr. Scott, rule suss, 
pended, joint- resolution. read- by its- ee and, geferjed to: a 
d on Private “an Claims. 


kas 9" 9 


read Y time. ` nas on s ; 
-Mas Gillet in oe abill to be. nes anm get te vomit ideis 
T. Powers to sell goods wares, aad merchandise, w E paying. 
tax thereqn , read first time. On motion y of, M MiG illet, ride; sus- 
pended; ‘bill’ read second time and referred, to, the Judiciaxy 4 co mne 
mittge. | - . 7c Ae IE o um 


+ 
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Dad . ORDERS OF, THE DAY. . ae fte 


“On motion of Mr. Stapp; thé: busiheéss om the Speaker’ s. fable, 

and thé ordérs ofthe day: were takai tip.-57777 o et sin 
^ Mr. Wilson moved to^ take frdm-the table the: motion trade. lo 
reconsider the amendment adopting the cdnstifution ; carried: 

; Mi’. Dickson: moved aicall- of the House ;: ~eatried;« MUN 

Mr. Wilson moved a suspension: of. the call; earried; :.207 

;- Mr. Scott moved: to. reconsider - “the! vote Just. taken; to take the 
motion from the,table; carried... ^ < ^. ^ 

A bill to be entitled: an act* requiring. the elgetion of county 
treasurers by the-people ; read second time. 2 15 suc 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill was read by its caption, “ands 
on motion, was referred to the. Judiciary- cominittee. . «; 

-An:act-to authorize Mrs. Julia Staton to take the guardian: 
ship of hersoón;-William Ewing Stanton ;, reads second-time.:-4 
On-motion.of Mr., Winfield, was: Yeferred to the Jadiciary eon 
mittee. : E 
*-. Joihit* resolution instriteting:. Our. Senators and requesting;dur 
Representatives i in Congress to endeaver-to-secure the passage of 
a law, requiring the United States district court for. the distriét of 
Texas, to be holden at more places than one; read secorid-times 
On :motion of Mr..'Taylor, was. referred to. the Judiciary com- 
mittee. : 

“An actto amend the’ first section of an ‘act entitled-an act.to 
create the county of. Anderson, approved March .24, 1846 ; read 
second time, On motion of Mr.’ .JoWvers, was referred to the 
committee. ori County, and County, Boniidasies. | 

, Ad act réquiring the Coniptroller to audit the claim of Fergali: - 
dó de Ton. for cattle, horses.and. ‘mules, ‘farnished ihe arm "of 
Texas 1 in "the | year 1835 and 1836 ; “read second lime." On mo- 
tion à of. Mi. T ‘aylor, was referred to the committee on clatiis and 
Asootuits: 

„Amaat to, prescribe-the mode, of jadoption.; read ibid. dime, 
and the yeas and nays being called for on its final passage, resilts 
ed as follows-z: ..- T 
JY gasc- Messrs. ‘Speaker; Barney, Charl ton, Clements Goch. 
ran, Fields, Franklin; Hardeman. ot. Nacogdoches, Hardeman pf 
Travis, Holland, Race, Polk, Reynolds, Selman, Shaw, Shea; 
Smithiol Red, Biver, Smith., of Shelby, Stapp, Maryer, Tager, 

Whiitlesey,. Williams, and Wilsen-24., apo - 

" Nays-sMessss., Bogati. Bryan; Crump. of Austin, ‘Diekson; 
Jo pbpson, Lloyd MeNairy Russell and. Stewart--9. So the pill 


AE Leg a heap 
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Mr. Bryan, by leave; ‘introduced a itor ‘the relief of the heirs 
of: W ai. Brown, déceased ; read first time: - * 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate ‘the. "Mount ‘Vernon, 
Malè and: Female: Academies; 688 third nd and passed. by a 
constitutional majority. .. + y. ee Come 

A bill to amend an:act regulating attachments, approved March 
11th, 1848; fead third time and: passed: ET 
' On ‘motion of Mr. Williams, abill to fix the salaries ‘and. per 
diem pay of officers not otherwise provided for by law, was taken 
up and placed among the orders of the day. — . 

An act to incorporate the. town. of. Castroville ; : zean third time 
and passed. 

Joint resolution instructing ‘our Senators ‘ahd peqaasine our 
Representatives in the United States Congress to procure the 
establishment of certain mail routes upon which: the. mait shall 
be transported -in coaches. and on horseback,. with report: from 
committee on State Affairs; report rejected. 

. Me Bryan moved to re-refer the. bill and amendments: tò the 
committee on Post. Routes and Roads.  . eee "E 

. Mt, Stapp moved. bill, report and amendments be laid on the. 
table ; lost. p. 8 user w^ 

On motion of "Mr."T'aylor; was referred to a Special cominittee 
composed .of Messrs. Wilson,, Bryon, Russell, Williams and 
Jowers. $4 i 

On motion of Mr. Dickson, the Housé took up the bill to fix 
the salaries and per diem pay of officers not otherwise provided’ 
for by law, with’ report, from» -comimittee' on` State "Affairs, and 
amendments by committee of the Whole; amendments Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill,was réad section by section. 

Mr: Jowers moved to strike out $750 wherever it oceurs, and 
insert, in lieu thereof, $600 per year, for the assistant clerks, in the 
Land Office ; lost. 

Mt. Runnels moved to střike, obt “8750; "dnd insert T 00” per 
year; lost. R E 

Mr. Reynolds moved to e out “$1400”, as thie Annual pay 
of the Comptroller, and insert “812007? per year, upon which ve 
yeas and nays-were calléd foryand'resilted ‘as “follows: eh, 

Y eas — Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Dickson, Gallet, 
Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Holland, Johnson, Jowets,; "Lloyd 
McNairy, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels! Sélmán; Shaw, Snitt o 
Red River Stapp, Taylor; Whittlesey and W illiams2-2T; > *- 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart;;Bryati/ Codhran, Crit 
of Austin, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Travis, Lewis, Pace, 


2 


485 


Russell, Scott, Shea, Smith. of Shelby Boni Tarra Hn 
and Winfield—19. oS i a s ^ iu E c 
So: Ma Reynolds amendment was. carried. 
MriRannels moved. to. strike out. “8800,” ‘and p 87000 ag 
pay, per year for uu inst cu 
Mr. Bee nioved a;eall- of the House: used iua 
Mr. Franklin moved Messrs. McKinney and Sterne: be i, 
as they were engaged as. a committee to examine m Treasury 
office; carried. E MES Ee Mids dere id j 
,On.motion ,the call was suspended. l Perd 


“Mr: Tarver moyéd the bill and amendments ‘be laid o on the 

table, upon which the yeas arid 12 were called lor, itid resulted 
as follo WS: 
- iYeàs--Messrs. Spake Bee, "Bogart, Bryan, , Buiney, Charl- 
ton, Clements; , Cochrán, Crump .of Austin, Fields, F 'ranklin, 
Hardeman of “Travis, Holland, Lewis, Poll, Russel), Scott, Shea, 
Smith of Shelby, Blew ents SERITUR Williams, Wilson and Win- 
field—24. | L ; 

Nays— Messrs. Clough, Don Gillet,: Hardeman of Nacog: 
doche, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, MoNairy, Pace, Reynolds, Run- 
nels, Selman, Shaw, Smith os Hed MATEY, Pap iino Whit, 
tlesey:and Wren--18. . 

So the bill was laid onthe table fox the přeserit: -: : i 


A bill to be entitled an act providing payment for the forge: 
subsistence, medicines, ètc. etċ., of the cómpany. of hióunted vol- 
utiteers commanded ‘by Capt. Johnson, riusteréd’itito. the service 
of this’ State by order of his Excellency, Govérnor George T.: 
Wood, with report. and. substitute ftom committee on Military 
Affairs s; substitute adopted. ' 

Mr. Lewis moved its Puto uon npon "which die yeas and 
nays were called for, and resulted as, follows: 

= Yeas-—Messrs, Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Clements, Clough, Coch- 
inm: @ruimp: af: Austin, Fields, ‘Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of 
Travis, Holland, Lewis, Smith-of-Shelby,, Stapp, eman, Whit- 
buf Williams, Wilson and 'Winfield—20. —' ; . 

 Náys—:Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Dickson, adenan 
of Nácogübéheés, Johnson, Joivers, Lloyd, McNairy, Pace; Pelis 
Reyn nplds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, poni, Shaw; Stith of ee 
River Tarver: Taylot and "Waren 24. - 


"o Fase "House refused ‘to: ngloss th the: ba - "suy 


+ 
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Mr. Tarver moved a teconsidétation fiie | Vote just like on 
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the engvossment’of' the Bill- ‘On‘motion of Mr: Farvet, was laig 
on the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act forthe relief of the heirs at " of 
Jóseph: Thompson, deceased ;^féad second time: -On: motion of 
Mr. Tarver, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of a Bogart, the- ADUR adjourned; until three 


o'clock, p. Tn. ME, 
M | nat] THREE. o'eLocK, P. Ms 

House met ed to Ao puomien rol cálled—qhornm 
present. 


A bill to be-entitled an act for thexeliéf of Martha Collin, and 
Martha Garrett ; ; read second tithe; and’ ordered’ to. be engrossed, 
Mr. Charlton offéred the following resolution .. 

. Resolved, That from: and after the fifteenth inst; the house 
will: réceive tio “new business; unless by-a vote: of two-thirds ; 

read and laid on the table one day for consideration. ^* . 

- Mr. Wilson presented thé petition of John: P: Rozier ; referred 
tothe committee on Public Länd-Claims. : 

Mr. Bryan from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
having presented to his’ Excellency, the Governor for his appro- 
val,-a- Dill entitled an act to locate-the seat of justice of Wallas 
county-; ; read and aeeeptéd. -- .. t 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Amos Morrill; read 
second time and ordered. to be engrossed. 

. Mr. Jowers introduced, a joint resolution. relative to. the removal 
of the Indian tribes from our territory ; read ‘first time, 

Preamble and-joint resolution rélative to the revision, digestin t- 
and. codifying the laws of the State of Texas.; read second time. 

Mr: Jowers moved its reference ta a Select committee of five. 

"Mr. Stapp moved its reference to tlie Judiciary committee.. 

Mr, Tarver moved to postpone i the same until the 4th of July 
next: lost. 

Question on Mr. Stapp's motion, was ‘put and iris 

- A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Beeman, S. 
Beinn, James J. Beeman and John W. Bryan ; read. by cape 
tion and'referred' to the Judiciary. committee.. 

Mr. Burney introduced a bill to be entitled an act.to ereate. the 
county of Falls; read first time. On. motion of „Mr. Burney, 
rule suspéüded, bill read. ‘second: time; and refer red. to. the ponk 
mittee-on County Boundaties,,  - ^. 5 

Mr. Stapp introduced a joint resolution authariging RS. Neigh- 
bours, commissioner; appointed.to organize the counties of Bre~ 
sidio, El Paso, Worth.and..Sanfá Fe, to „draw his salafy i in. Ad: 
vance ; read‘first time.. 
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On motion of Mr. Stapp, rülesispetded; resol ution teadisecond 
time, and-ordéréd to- be. engrossed; and; on- motion ‘rele farther 
suspended resolution rea& third time and passed.: « E DUE 

A bill. to be entitled án.aet-to'remové front-the- possession of 
the’ eounty ‘clerk öf. Webb. ‘eounty;, alt books, papers, doeuments, 
and the property belongitig to; ér án anywise appertaining ‘to thé 
city of Laredo, to'the city council ; réad second time. , 

On motion of My. Winfield, was ordered: to be ehgrosséd. 

-. Report of thé-eónimittee on the Fand Offieei :: ^ 7 7 os 

On motion of Mr. Fields, was laid on the table.’ E UN a 

' K bill: to. bé erifitled: an aet to-amend the 130th ‘seetion of an 
act regulating proceeames 2 in eivil d approved May E 1826; 
réadssetond time: 

“Qn motion of Mr. Scott, was referréd the Judiciary sommes 

CA bill-to-be entitled an aet-the bétter-to define the boundaries 
of Cooke county, with report fom committee on Ceuhty. Houn- 
dairies. : 2. 

. Oh motion of Mr. ‘Bogart, ener and bill were laid on the: ta’ 
ble. UE E 

Àn act incorporating the city of Marshal? ; dead — time. 
- On-motion of Mr. Holland, was ordered to be engrossed. : 

Mr. McKinney offered the following jointzresolutiom z — 

Resolved; That Dr. Harry Conelly, formerly of Chihuahua, 
now residine at.Santa Fé, be,.an& he is hereby an thotized'to sur: 
render a patent. issued to’ hin as assignee of MeKinney & Wil- 
liains, for 13,000 acres of-Land, issued to: ‘him on account of ad- 
vances made to the Santa Fé prisoners, &c read first tìme. 

On inotion of Mr. McKinney, the rule was: suspended and bill 
read second time. 

: a motion of ‘Mr. Bee, was referred to committee on Public 
ands, «t^ 

A bill to motors the NENNEN of- the Ceneri Tand Of. 
fide ito-'issie- patents, on certificates issued by the board of Tand 
commissioners of Robertson county,-under ‘certain restrictions, 
RE report and.substitute from the eommitfee on Private Tand 
© Cias: f 

-On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the substitute was adopted; and, 
on: motion; passed to ‘a third. reading. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Scie: 
tary, informing the: House-of the passage of the: several bilis ori- 
gihating inthe Senate: : : : 

We bill ‘to. be entitled--an ‘act —ÀÀ toan aet cieatiig 
fees of office, approved March 20, 18485.. «5^ - 
"^K bill for thé telief ofthe heirs of. Patsy ‘Lewis, adteisedhs 
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An, gt to, authorize the .Comniissioner- of. the Genexal Land 
Office toissug.a certificatete Wil ley Marshal for 820. pexes of land, 

‘The following. bills originatiag inthe Mose toe, Du! y n 

- Joint Teselutjon. insharcting,qnr Representntives in Congress to 
Use their. efforts. to obtain an apprepsiation, for. the improvement 
of.the navigation 0n. ont sgutlizwestern;coast : 

Joint resolution, t0, prpgure the : passage of +a aus by the- Cans 
gress of the United ‘States, granting’. pensions to certain persons 
who suffered in the: T bad M E their'indigent mass 
ows and children 3.5 e,t 45 f 
. An act for. the relief, of Washington: H. pares with: an, mend. 

ment from. the Benale;: i, sue fli» uir 

A bill to be entitled an act to secure lo ET actual I ER with: 
in the. limits-of tha, colany granted: io-Peters"and others, common- 
ly known as Peters’ colomy;the lands te.jvhich they are Vnd 
as colonists, with, amendments, from Senate.’ — +: - 

A bill to be entitled an act to restore lands sold for faxes nd 
purchased by the State;to ‘the fopmor owness, with andmendment 
from the Senate. E 

Mr. Fields in i RICE ED MT 


"rev 


same have: been once.| oe A second, time. 5 
On motion of Mr. Stapp, wagireferred Wo, the: sammie URUN: 
lie Lands. PES s. 


Mr. Selman offered the following gesebstion/: |. nalno ic 
Resolved, That the box directed to the Hon. Speaker, mavi 
the eornmpitt ee 190m) fromthe, Penitentiary, be Prid and open- 
ed, and an examination. be had.ag tosthe qua pr pine ‘dint 4he 
brick are made of adopted., pos yada Pe re Pein 
„Mr. Franklin movad.-a-suspansieniof, snaraile,'se, ago: amend 
the "bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Landi Of 
fice torissue, patents oñ certificatesyissmed bythe besind of; land 
commissioners of Robertson coats, ander certainzaestsietieng-; 
carpled.: ait poo «ts t idt nott bevionet enw aasaran 7 
‘Mr: Franklin o ffered, the, ‘ollpwinaamgndenet tothe 2nd sees 
tion: “Of one of the commissioners w ho: issued “ibe entities fos 
or.of the clerk,af; the; heard deposiag thatrtéeiner(ifipate iigenu- 
ine, and the affidavit" ; a ne IK ian. bovo1qqs nite 1o «2a: 


Op, motion af; Mr. Bryan; hebes cantio sample nf brick 


` 
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from the Penitentiary, was referred fo the committee on the Pen- 
itentiary. 

Memorial of Ebenezér Allen, with report-from the committee 
on Internal Improvements; report adopted and memorial rejected. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Richard B. Jarman; 
read second time. 

On motion o£ Mr. Russell, was ordered to be engrossed. 

An act to authorize John J. Grumbles and Lyman Tarbox to 
establish a ferry on the Colorado river; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of Travis, was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

An act to authorize the county courts to levy an additional tax 
on land for road purposes. 

Mr. Wren offered the following as an amendment: “And that 
this act take effect and be in force from and after its passage ” ; 
adopted. 

Mr. Bryan. offered the following amendment : 

« Provided, that the provisions of this act shall not extend to 
the counties of Brazoria, Fort Bend, Grimes and Montgomery. 

Mr. Dickson offered the following as an amendment to the 
amendment offered by Mr. Bryan, to wit: that the provisions 
of this act shall not extend to lands owned by the citizens of Bra- 
zoria, Fort Bend, Grimes and Montgomery. 

Mr. Polk moved to add San Augustine. 

Mr. Russell —Fayette. 

Mr. Taylor—Cass. 

Mr, Wren—Liberty. 

Mr. Jowers—Houston and Anderson. 

Mr. Bee moved to add the counties of Starr, Webb, Cameron, 
Nueces, San Patricio, Rufugio and Goliad. > 

Mr. Hardeman of T., Travis, Hays and Caldwell. 

Mr. Burney moved to amend as follows: “tliat the additional 
tax thus levied shall only be on lands owned by non-residents.” 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the bill and amendments were referred 
to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

Preamble and joint resolution instructing cur Senators and 
requesting our Representatives of Texas in “the Congress of the. 
United States, to use their influence to procure the passage of-a 
law to cstablish an additional United States District Court in the 
State of Texas, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, was referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. 

Joint resolütion authorizing the Comptroller of the State of 
Texas to exchange some of the | public property in the city of Aus- 

FF* 
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tin for a lot and building andjoining the Land Office; read third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the Hose adjourned until half past 
nine o'elock to-morrow morning. : 


Austin, Jan. 11, 1850, 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Shaw presented the petition of T. M. Porter, and referred 
to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Holland presented the petition of Bryant S. Mangham ; re- 
ferred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Franklin presented the petitions of Wm. Crane and . 
Crane ; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Lewis presented the petitions of Edward Miles and John 
TON referred to the committee on Public Lands. s 

Also, the petition of W. A. Beck ; referred to the Finance com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Shea presented the petition of John Green, Jr. ; referred to 
the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of Wm. Ballentine ; re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the Judiciary committee, made the 
following reports : 

Commirrer Room, January 11, 1850, 
T'o the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, , 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Jadiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to permit John T. Powers to sell goods, 
wares and merchandise without paying tax thereon, reported the 
same back to the Houseyand recommend its indefinite postpone- 
ment. 

Also, the petition of Joseph F. Smith, reported the same back 
to the House, and recommend an indefinite pesponement of any 
action on the petition. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of Nueces county, praying 
that the Judge of the district court might be authorized to hold a 
special term of the district court for the trial of eertain persons, 
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in actual custody under criminal charges; reported a bill on the 
subjeet of special terms of district courts, and recommend its 

passage : : i 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize judges of the district 
courts, to hold special terms of the district courts; read first time. 

Also, on the resolution instructing and requiring said commit- 
tee to report by bill or otherwise, upon the expediency of provi- 
ding by law for the floating or raising any head right certificates 
which may have been located on any land or lands, the legal 
right to which may have been, or may hereafter be established in 
any other person or persons, reported that the party hoiding the 
certificate has the right to locate,his certificate. His location is 
for bis benefit and at his risk. The floating certificates would 
only tend to encourage litigation ; or the power might be asked 
‘for that purpose, and your committee think that law-suits about 
lands do not tend much fo advance the prosperity of the country, 
and that it is inexpedient to pass such a bill, and recommend that 
no further action be taken on the subject ; 

Also, on the bill to emancipate certain slaves therein named, 
reported, that by the provisions of the Sth section of the consti- 
tution, the Legislature shall have no power to pass iaws for the 
emancipation of slaves without the consent of their owners, By 
the same section, it is provided that the Legislature shall have 
the right to pass laws to permit the owners of slaves to emanci- 
pate them, saving the rights of creditors, and preventing them 
from becoming a publie charge. As yet no law has been passed 
permitting the owners of slaves to emancipate them and until 
such law is passed, prescribing the manner and conditions upon 
Which the owners of slaves can emancipate them, your eommit- 
tee believe that it is not in the power of any owner of slaves to 
emancipate them within the limits of the State. Isaac W. John- 
son having attempted to emancipate the slaves mentioned in the 
bill by will, your committee believe the will inoperative, so far 
as it seeks to emancipate the slaves mentioned.. 'l'hey descended 
as property to the heirs of the said I. W. Johnson, and the Legis- 
lature cannot authorize their emancipation without the consent 
of the heirs ; reported the bill back to the House, and recommend 
its indefinite postponement ; 

_ Also, a bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the duties of pub- 
lic millers ; reported the same back to the House, and recommend 
its indefinite postponement ; l 

Also, have examined a bill to be entitled an act to amend an 
act coucerning proceedings in the district courts, approved 16th 
March, 1848, and recommend its indefinite postponement ; . 
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Also, have examined a bill -to be entitled an act to amend the 
64th section of an act entitled an act to organize justices’ courts, 
and to define the powers and jurisdiction of the same, approved 
March 20th, 1848 ; reported that no particular benefit would re- 
sutt to the community. Slight inconvenience might some times 
arise in particular districts, but not sufficient to justify a change 
in the law; and recommend its indefinite postponement ; 

Also, have examined a resolution instructing them to inquire 
into the propriety of so amending the existing laws as to give to 
parties the right of having suits, when they are defendants, re- 
moved to the.county of their residence, when the same may have 
originally composed a part of the county where said suit or suits 
may be pending ; reported thé same back to the House, and re- 
commend the matter be indefinitely postponed ; 

Also, have examined a joint resolution authorizing the Gover- 
nor to make temporary appointments to fill all vacancies*which 
may occur in offices, when the officers are appointed under the 
provisions of the constitution, until such officers can be regu- 
larly appointed or elected in conformity with the constitution and 
laws made in pursuance thereof; reported, that when the consti- 
tution points out the mode of filling an office, the appointment 
can only be filled for the time, and in the mode pointed ont by 
the constitution itself, and the Legislature, acting under and in ° 
accordance with the constitution, can neither fill the office, nor 
authorize the Governor to do so, in any other manner than in 
the mode prescribed by the constitution itself. They, recomniend 
its indefinite postponement, _ 

All of which were received to come up among the orders of 
the day. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that they had passed a bill to be entitled an act making an ap- 
propriation for the pro rata pay of Thomas P. Anderson, deceas- 
ed, surgeon in the navy of the late Republic of Texas ; 

Also, a bill making an additional appropriation of land for the 
purposes of education, originating in the House; 

Also, adopted the report of the committee of Conference on 
' the bill to amend the 6th, 7th and 9th sections of an act authori- 
zing and requiring the county courts to regulate roads and ap- 
point overseers, approved March 15, 1848. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the Finance committee, to wham was 
referred a joint resolution requiring all the taxes coming to the 
State from the people of Jasper county, for the year 1850, except- 
ing the ten per cent. reserved for educational purposes, to be ap- 
propriated to the building of a courthouse and jail for said coun- 
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ty, reported the same back to the House, and asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the subject. 

Report and joint resolution received to come-np among the or- 
ders of the day. — 

Mr. Clough, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, report- 
ed a bill to incorporate the Texas Monumental Committee ; 

Also, the bill to apportion the old debt of Harrison county 
among the counties of Harrison, Upshur and Panola, back to the 
House, without amendment, and recommend their passage. 

Report and bills received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. - 

Mr. Williams, chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, 
made the following report : 

CommITTEE Room, Jan. 11, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred a res- 
olution authorizing and instructing said committee to inquire and 
ascertain, if possible, what number of persons have been killed 
or captured, during the past year, within the settlements of Tex- 
as; by what tribe, or tribes of Indians, if to be ascertained, the 
name, age and sex of the persons killed or captured, if known ? 
also, to enquire and ascertain what other depredations have been 
committed by the Indians; and the value of property stolen or 
carried away by them, if any : All of which your committee, in 
conjunction with a like committee on the part of the Senate, have 
had under consideration, and after giving the subject the most 
mature deliberation, relative to all matters and things therein 
contained, together with a full investigation of all the evidence 
within their reach, beg leave to make the following report : 

In the investigation of a subject of such a complicated charac- 
ter, your committee, to be enabled to give a clear and full expo- 
sition of all the facts connected with their duty, have spared no 
exertion on their part, to ascertain and procure the most correct 
information relative to Indian affairs on our frontier. In adopt- 
ing such a course, they found themselves laboring under many 
disadvantages, which, to a certain extent, have procrastinated 
their investigations, and may be assigned as some of the reasons 
why their report has not been completed at an earlier day.— 
Through the prompt and kind aid of Major-General Brooke, 
commanding the 8th Military Department, your committee have 
been- furnished by that officer with much valuable information 
relative to late Indian depredations committed on our frontier ; 
this, together with other statements, obtained from several mem- 
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bers of.the Legislature, constitute, and will form the basis of this 
report. 

- A subject of so much importance, and one involving so many 
interests of the highest consideration, both to the citizens located 
on our border, and to the General Government, should not be 
treated with a merc passing notice, but ought to receive that at- 
tention worthy of its character, and in accordance with its mag- 
nitude. Along an extended frontier, such as that on the confines 
of Texas, it is not very probable that every incident which has oc» 
curred during the past year, can be enumerated, nor shall we at- 
tempt to portray the reckless and daring atrocities perpetrated by 
Indians, or recapitulate those distressing scenes that have desola- 
ted so:ne of the fairest portions of our State, thus casting a gloom 
over the homes of many families that were happy and prosper- 
ous, rendering them destitute, and without the ordinary means of 
subsistence, besides retarding the progress of the country, both 
in agricultural and commercial advancement. We shall confine 
ourselves, principally, to the history and condition of the fron- 
tier during the past year, and shall endeavor to give in detail, all 
prominent and leading events, that have taken place within that 
time. 

Your committee, to comply fully with the requirements of the 
resolution, so as to make their repart comprehensive and saisfae- 
tory, submit the following statement, as obtained officially and 
voluntarily, from various sources, as will be seen by reference 
thereto, which, in the opinion of your committee, can be relied 
upon. It will be seen that the first aggressions committed by In- 
dians op our settlements on the frontier, happened in the early 
part of the spring of the past year, and have been repeated, as 
has héretofore been the custom of the prairie Indians, during 
the warm season or summer months.. The greatest destruction 
of life and loss of property which our frontier has been visited 
with, has occurred on the east bank of the Rio Grande river, and 
in the vicinity of Corpus Christi. * The following list will exhi- 
bit the names of those citizens of Texas who have been either 
killed, wounded, or carried into captivity, residents of Corpus 
Christi, or persons moving to that place or going there on busi- 
ness.—[See document A.] i 

In April, James Welch, (a teamster,) killed on his way to Cor- 
pus Christi, from Mier, age about 40 years, in the employ of H. 
L. Kinney ; also, another teamster, at the same time and place, 
an American, name unknown, Leoncia Gonzales, Francisco Ve- 
la, Juan Vela and Julian Ortiz, killed while escorting a team 
from Mier to Corpus Christi. Clement Garcia, a herdsman, kill- 
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ed at Casa Blanca—Mr. Carline and a Mexican whose name ‘is 
unknown, killed at the Santa 'l'eresa, on their way to Corpus 
Christi; Cecelio Balero, wounded at the San-Jetrudes ; Tomas 
Gomez, wounded at the Alazan; Juan Balero, carried into captiv- 
ity from the San Jetrudes ; Tereia Gonzales, Josefa Gonzales and 
Maria Gonzales, killed or captured while on their way from Mier 
.to Corpus Christi, l 

In May and June: Jose Zapato, Juan Cualles and Anastasio 
Wavino, herdsmen, killed at the Baranca Blanco. .Augel Guz- 
man, a herdsman, killed in sight of Corpus Christi; Joaquin Za- 
mora, Antonio Cabazos, Tomas Borero, Felipe Zalaza and Ac- 
quipeto Martinez, herdsmen, killed at the Alazan. Two Ameri- 
cans, names nnkuown, found killed in the neighborhood of Casa 
Blancha. Two Mexicans, names unknown, found killed at Ba- 
ranco Blanco. 

In Jaly and August: Anastacio Flores, wounded at Baranco 
Blanco, ‘William Stewart, Felipe Pezuela, Antonio Pena and Am- 
brozia Vasquez, laborers, killed near Corpus Christi. Guadalupe 
Redouris, killed on his way to Corpus Christi from Guerero. Juan 
Zalazar, wounded in sight of Corpus Christi. Raphael Vil- 
lael, wounded on his way from Guerrero to Corpus Christi. Jao. 
Welder, a German boy, made captive at Black Point, Refugio: 
county, not a great distance from Corpus Christi; he was about 
12 years.of age, and was recaptured by Lieut. Andrew Walker, 
of Capt. Blackwell’s company of Rangers, from the Comanche 
Indians, on the 2d August, 1849, several Indians being killed in 
the fight. There were also three children, names unknown, taken 
into captivity by the Indians, the parents of whom were on their 
way moving from Guerrero to Corpus Christi, and are supposed 
to have been killed by the same party. =` 

There is no data before your committee, by which the age 
of the persons above named, can be ascertained. 

The tribe of Iadicns who are supposed to have committed the 
murders and depredations just enumerated, from the arrows found 
and taken from the bodies of the killed and wounded, and which 
are now in the possession of one of the committee, are similar to 
those used by the Comanches, and are generally believed to be-' 
long to that tribe. 

By reference to a communieation from the Hon. H, Clay Da- 
vis, accompanying this report, addressed to the, chairman of the 
committée, on the part of the Senate, it will be seen to what ex- 
tent the outrages upon citizens and property have been carried by 
the Indians at and near Rio Grande city, Starr county, the fol- 
lowing of which is an extract: | 
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“About the latter part of March last, the Indians made a foray 
down the Rio Grande, and encamped some 80 miles from Rio 
Grande city, at a place called * Encinal, where they remained . 
until August, during which time they were committitig depre- 
dations daily, such as murdering all travellers going from or to 
the Rio Grande, sending in to the river, stealing horses and cap- 
turing females, murdering the men and infants whom they found 
on the eastern bank of the Rio Grande. The first atrocity they 
committed, was on the 2d day of April, when they made a de- 
scent upon a rancho above Rio Grande city, and killed the owrf- 
er and an old woman and infant; took into captivity two beauti- 
ful girls, and after using them three days, eut off their hair and* 
turned them loose, one of whom returned, and the other, it is 


-= supposed, committed suicide from shame, as her corpse was found 


a few days afterwards. The Indians remained in the timber a 
considerable time, killing all they came-across, and driving! off 
all the horses and mules in that vicinity. I have summed up the 
number of killed and. carried into captivity)in the county of Starr, 
and to the best of my recollection, I find\that it amounts to up- 
wards of eighty souls.—[See document 
Ín a communication from the Hon. H. ee, addressed to the 
chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs on the part of the 
House, to which reference may be had, the number of killed in 
Webb county, his place of residence, is estimated by him to be 
about twenty persons, besides a number of women and children 
carried into captivity, almost equal in number to those that have 
been murdered —estimated at ten or fifteen persons.—[See docu- 
ment G.| l i 
Mr. Bee’s communication contains other valuable and interest- 
inginformation, which will be noticed in another partof this report. 
Lieut. Viele of the 1st regiment of Infantry, under a commu- 
nication, dated Camp Crawford, Laredo, July 10, 1849, address- 
ed to Major George Deas, Assistant Adj’t General 8th Military 
Department, contains further information relative to Indian mur- 
ders in Webb county, which we presume is contained in the list 
furnished by Mr. Bee. He says: *'Vhe murders to which I re- 
ferred, occurred some time since; the one a boy, at a rancho, 
about 25 or 30 miles above here, on this side of the river; the 
other a woman at à rancho, about the same distance below, on 
the other side of the river.” He further states, that “a party of 
mustang runners from this place were attacked by the Indians in 
the prairie, about the 20th of June, and two of their number killed.” 
The same officer, in a subsequent report to Major Deas, dated 
same place, August 18, 1849, from which we take the following 
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extracts, ‘This report, after giving an account of an attack upon 
a boat under charge of some Mexicans, on the 21st July last, 
though without doing any damage, says: “Fhey had crossed 
the night before, and during the day following attacked a train 
of pack mules, killed and sealped one man, and drove off all the 
animals.” He further states,that “on the 12ta of August, a large 
party of Indians were seen at San Juanite, on the Corpus Christi 
road, and travelled down the river.” On their route they are re- 
ported to have taken three children from a rancho opposite Guer- 
rero, to have outraged the persons of three women at a rancho 
opposite Mier, and to have shot a woman in the town of Koma. 
[See documents C. and D.] 

Neither of these reports designates, or contains any informa- 
tion relative to the tribe of Indians by whom these depredations 
were committed. 

Again; we observe a communication from Brevet-Major James 
Longstreet, 8th Infantry, to Major Deas, that a private in his com- 
mand was killed on the night of the 21st November last, at Fort 
Lincoln, on the Rio Seco, Bexar county, by a party of Indians— 
tribe unknown.—[See document E.] 

In a statement made by John I". McKinney Esq., of Goliad to 
your committee, the undersigned ascertain that four different fo- 
rays have been made by Indians upon the settlements in the 
neighborhood of Goliad, during the years 1848 and 1849, which 
resulted in the stealing of horses and other property belonging to 
the citizens of Goliad county. At one time they were met by a 
party of citizens of Goliad and DeWitt counties and routed, leav- 
ing several of their comrades dead on the ground ; though unfor- 
tunately, Captain York who commanded the party, his son-in-law, 
Mr. Bell, and à man by the name of Sykes, were killed in the 
fight. In May, 1849, they made another descent upon the settle- 
ments on the west bank of the San Antonio river, in the county 
of Goliad, stealing horses and other property ; they were pursued 
by Captain Johnson of Goliad, with a few men, overtaken and 
a portion of the property recaptured.—[See document M.] 

This statement is corroberated by the Hon. Edward Burleson, 
who in addition to the death of York and his party, gives a fur- 
ther statement of the murderof two young men, brothers, named 
Davis, residing on the Sandies, a western tributary of the Gua- 
dalupe river, in DeWitt county. He also mentions that Dr. Bar- 
nett was killed by Indians near his home, west of the Guadalupe 
river, and at the time of his death he was chief justice of Gon. 
zales’ county. 

All of the above persons were killed during the summer and 
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fall of 1848, and were citizens of DeWitt county, with the ex- 
ception of Dr. Barnett, who was a citizen of Gonzales county.— 
It is not known by what tribe of Indians these murders were 
committed.—[See document -N.] | 

By reference toa communication dated, Head-quarters, 8th 
Military Department, San Antonio, December 4th, 1849, address- 
ed to the chairman of the committee on the part of the Senate, 
the writer says: “It isalso known officially that seven Mexi- 
cans Were killed by Indians in the month of June last on the 
road between Castroville and the Leona.—[See document F.] ` 

'These Mexieans, your committee have been informed were citi- 
zens of San Antonio, Bexar county, and were on their return 
home, having been engaged in carting government supplies from 
San Antonio to the Post on the Leona. i 

The Hon. R. E. Clements, in a note addressed to this commit- 
tee, states that: “In the county of Cameron where I have resided 
for the last three years, [am sorry to say that the Indians have 
visited us frequently, and never without committing a number of 
bloody murders, as well as carrying off a number of women and 
children, and driving with them hundreds of head of animals. 
There has seldom been one month in the last two years, that the 
people of this county have not had a visit'from Indians. In the 
month of May fast a large party visited Palo Alto, within ten or 
twelve miles of the town of Brownsville, where they took some 
twenty-five wagons and carts, loaded with merchandise, killed 
several of the teamsters, and destroyed and carried away about 
$4000 worth of goods. On the morning following they visited - 
a large racho, and carried into captivity the wife and two sjsters- 
in-law of the owner of the rancho, piercing his mother-in-law 
with spears and arrows, leaving her supposed to be dead." The 
undersigned have no evidence before them of the number of per- 
sons killed in Cameron county, but from the most reliable source 
it is supposed that not less than twenty persons have been killed. 

Since writing the foregoing, the undersigned have received 
farther information relative to Indian depredations, committed re- 
cently in the neighborhood of Castroville, in Medina county.— 
Mr. Castro, our informant, states in his note, addressed to the 
committee, that about a week ago, the Indians made their appear- 
ance seven miles from Castroville, on the San Geronimo, they 
killed four men of the colony, and carried away a number of 
horses. They proceeded from San Geronimo to Quihi village, 
one of my settlements, attacked a house, killed two oxen and a 
cow. Quihiis ten miles from Castrovilie.—[See document O.] 

In addition to the above your committee have obtained other 
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facts from San Antonio, corroborating the above statement, be- 
sides communicating further intelligence relative to late Indian 
outrages. We make the following extract from a letter dated San 
Antonio, January Ist, 1850.—[See document P.] 

^ Mrs. Rea and family, formerly of Port Lavaca, arrived here 
lastevening from Leona Camp. She was attacked by Indians, 
while encamped on Friday night last, a few miles beyond Castro- 
ville, and several arrows were shot into the oxen, but no persons 
were killed or wounded. She was accompanied by an escort of 
a corporal and one man, furnished by the commanding officer at 
Leona Camp, which probably prevented any further injury to the 
party. Two Indians were seen while discharging their arrows 
at the distance of one hundred yards from the encampment.— 
From the arrows in the oxen, they were believed to be Coman- 
ches, A report has also reached here that four Germans were kill- 
ed near Castroville by Indians last night, and one made prisoner.” 

Your committee could not do justice to the subject before them 
by any other mode than the one which they have adopted, as by 
such a course it will be seen from what source their information 
has emanated. They have received various verbal reports rela- 
tive to Indian outrages, committed in several of the western coun- 
ties, not heretofore enumerated, but which they consider unnec- 
cessary to mention at this time. The statement below will show 
the number of persons who have been killed, wounded or carried 
into captivity, within the last year. It has been impossible for 
your committee to ascertain the names, age and sex of those who 
were murdered, or the tribe of Indians who conimitted the offence. 


County. Killed. Wounded, Carried into Captivity. Recaptured. Total 
Nueces, 2 8 1 Al 
Starr, 80 . |: 807 
Webb, 20 10 .90 

do 6 3 ot 
Bexar, 8 8 
Gonzales, 1 1 
Cameron, 20 1 4 I 25i 
Goliad and : 

WeWitt, 5 LL 6 
Medina 4 A 


Toa, 71 7 2 2 20d 


* This includes these carried into captivity and killed. 
t This is reported by United States officer, not known by your committee whether 
included in the list of Mr. Bee, 
t Three escaped. * 
z 
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Thus it will be seen by the above table, that two hundred and 
four persons have been killed, wounded, or carried into captivity 
by the Indians, besides a great many more which cannot at this 
time be ascertained by your committee. The accompanying docu- 
ments from which the above estimate has been made, are respect- 

ully submitted for the inspection and examination of the House. 

The undersigned in ascertaining the losses sustained by our 
citizens on the frontier, have not been able in several instances, to 
procure the exact amount, or the value thereóf, but have endeav- 
ored to estimate the same as accurately as possible. The follow- 
ing is-an abstract of property taken by the Indians from the 
counties of Nueces and San Patricio, contained in statements 
accompanying this report.—[See documents numbered 1 to 14, 
inclusive. | l 


T rt a a e ta n a m temet 


NAMES | No. ANIMALS 


OF OWNERS. IUSSLDENGE: STOLEN. VALUE. 
R. D. Love, San Patricio Co. 150 $3,515 00. 
S. D. Miller, Nueces " . 20 - 635 00 
H. L. Kinney, i « 777 15,085 00* 
8 Mex. citizens, | “ ee 945 6,990 00 
David Dawson, |San Patricio * 14 1,200 00 
Thomas Pew, a te 3 90 00 
Andrew Timon, ‘í i 6 97 00 
John Ross, L a 4 100 00 
Pat Fadden, E " 2 80 00 
Peter Maloney, af " 9 70 QO 
Timothy Hart, u n 7 80 00 
Juan Garcia, « i 14 415 00 
David Craven, « í 4 40 00 
Wm. Gamble, L et A. 170 00 

Total 1,353 $28,567 00 
* 


* The above includes wagons and other property. 


Tt is estimated that the number of horses and mules, which 
have been stolen or destroyed by Indians, in Starr county, is up- 
wards of four thousand head.—[See document B] — . 

Although this large number of animals were principally Span- 
ish, yet at the lowest rates of value placed upon that character of 
stock on the Rio Grande, say $10 per head, the value of. the prô- 
perty lost to the citizens of Starr county, would amount to the 
enormous sum of forty thousand dollars.. ` 

Again, we find on referring to a communication addressed to 
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bis Excellency, George T. Wood, from the Hon. Josiah M. 
Smith, member of the present Legislature, dated Kaufman station, 
March 5th, 1849, that similar depredations have been committed 
on our northern frontier by the Indians. [See communication H.] 
This writer was formerly commander of one of our ranging com- 
panies, and gives the following statement: “I find (he says) 
from the best information I can obtain, that near five hundred 
horses have been stolen from our citizens by the Indians iri the 
distance of 85 miles, on this end of the line alone, since the dis- 
charge of my company, besides a large number of cattle killed or 
driven off.” Now estimate the above at twenty-five dollars per 
head, being at a much less rate than their real value in that sec- 
_tion of the State, as the greatest portion of thése horses were of 
the American stock, and we find the sum of $192,500. 

In addition to this he states, “ that the citizerts of this vicinity 
are already speaking of leaving tlie frontier in great numbers ; 
many who have expended all their means in moving here, and 
opening farms, have now neither the necessary means of getting 
away or a horse left to make bread for their children.” 

In a communication from the Hon. Samuel Bogart, addressed 
to the chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs, on the part 
of the House; he says that *within the bounds of the counties 
-of Navarro, Denton, Cook, Grayson and Oollin, there have been 
stolen by Indians some seventy-five horses and some cattle kill- 
ed.” [See document L| We also notice in other communica- 
tions addressed to the same.chairman, that upwards of one hun- 
dred horses have been stolen from the settlers on the frontier ' 
north of this place, and south of the counties above named [See 
document J and I<] that about thirty horses of the above number 
are represented as having been stolen by Wacos and Wichita 
Indians. ` | 

In the county of Goliad, horses have been frequently stolen by 
Indians, besides other property to a considerable amount, estima- 
ted at about four thousand dollars in value. [See doenment M.] 
In DeWitt, Gonzales and Guadalupe counties, propetty of the 
same character have been stolen at different times. In the two 
former counties, the quantity or value is not known, bat in the 
latter county, the loss is estimated at $5,560, as appears in the 
following list of property taken from the county of Guadalupe, 
in the years 1848 and 1849, by Indians. 


x 
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From whom Stolen. No. and kind. Value. 
Abner Harris, now deceased, 7 Horses, $600 00 
J. S. Calvert, py 40 00 
J. A. Johnson, I3. H 1,500 00 
J. L. Oden, 4g. 4 375 00 
Jos. H. Polly, 3 & 270 00 
R. H. Hunter, 2 &« 90 00 
Wm. C. Winters, l4 « 1,200 00 
E. C. Pettas, 6 « 350 00 
M. Erskine, 5 &« 255 00 
James Munford, 39 “S 300 00 
Asa J. L. Sowel, E .49 y 80 00 
Andrew J. Sowel, d. c 100 00 
Price and Johngon, 3 «“ 245 00 
J. L. Calvert, I # 90 00 
John W. Berry; i 38 65 00 

* Total 66 $5,560 00 


[See document N. : 

In the counties of Webb and Cameron property to an immense 
amount has been destroyed or stolen, but there being no evidence 
before your committee by which they can estimate the sum cor- 
rectly, the committee have only given the statements as they 
have received them. In the county of Webb, one citizen alone 
has lost two huudred and sixty animals, including horses and 
mules worth on an average, $15 per head, together with other 
stock stolen or killed where no account can ever be ascertained. 
[See documents C and D.] 

In Cameron county the same things have occurred ; numbers 
of horses have been stolen by the Indians, independent of depre- 
dations committed upon other property ef various kinds, [See 
documents Land G,] your committee have carefully examined 
the several documents accompanying this report,and have summed 
up all the losses sustained by various persons in the different 
counties from the best information before them, and find the result 
as follows, viz :— £ ' 
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Animals. Value. 

In Nueces and San Patricio, 1553 $28,567 00 
In Starr, 40007" 40,000 00 
In northern and north-western Co’s, 500 12,500 00 

In Navarro, Denton, Cooke, Grayson 
and Collin, -75 2,250 00 
In counties further south, ^ 100 2,500 00. 
In Webb county, 260 3,900 00 
In Goliad, (number not known) 4,000 00 
In Guadalupe, - 130 bloo'd 5,560 00 
In Cameron, losses besides stock, 4,000 00 
Total, ' $103,277 00 


The above is as near correct as it is possible for your commit- 
tee, under the cireumstances, to arrive at, unless. longer time is 
taken to ascertain minutely every fact connected with Indian de- 
predations upon our frontier, which could only be acquired. with 
great difficulty and at considerable expense to the State, Your 
committee are fully convinced and satisfied that the losseson our 
frontier far exceed that herein enumerated, from the fact that 
many of our citizens have lost property in counties where the 
committee have had no opportunity of procuring information 
from those counties ; for instance, the counties of Medina, Gilles- 
pie, Comal and Bexar, have suffered more or less in the last two 
years by the Indians. Neither do we inelude the loss of horses 
and other property stolen from the Salt Lakes by Indians, and in 
the vicinity of Brownsville, Cameron county, with the exception 
of the cases evidently known to some of your committee, although 
we have no statement in writing of the value. 

Your committee having carefully collected the foregoing faets, 
authenticated as they are from official reports, and other reliable 
sources, and being fully impressed.with the high duty which they 
owe their country, are impelled by every considetation and obli- 
gation imposed upon them, and in commemoration of those of our 
eóuntrymen, who have fallen the victims of the scalping knife, 
and cruelties of the savage, as also those whose property has 
been stolen or destroyed ; are foreed to the conclusion that a 
due regard for the lives and property of ourcitizens has not been 
entertained by the authorities and, government of the United 
States, All of which your committee are forced to believe arises 
from a want of information upon this subject, or neglect of the 
government or its authorities, who have had our Indian relations 
in charge and under their control. 

The subject, therefore, having been considered by your com- 
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mittee, accompanied. by all the evidence and official documents 
set forth in this report, it is confidently desired and expected that 
the general government will no longer delay to place an adequate 
and efficient foree upon our. frontier, for the protection of the 
lives and property of our citizens, not only in conformity to every 
sentiment of humanity, but as a right guarantied to the people of 
this State, by the sacred obligations imposed by the Articles of 
Annexation, that made Texas a member of the American Union. 
Hence your committee forbear to.indulge further on this subject; 
though having suffered much -and greviously, for the want of 
that effective protection, to which the citizens of this State were 
entitled ; yet trusting in the integrity and fidelity of the general 
Government, who have in all times past, when in her power, 
given protection to the lives, and security to the property of her 
citizens of other States, and: whose special duty it now is to re- 


Strain the nomadic habits of the Indians, and to give that perma- 


nent protection to our citizens on the border of our State, as is 
manifest from the treaty of 1833 and 1848, between Mexico and 
the United States, the former of which was made obligatory up- 
on this State or Republic, previous to Annexation. 

Having gone through all the investigation as required by the 
resolution under which the committee have acted, they beg leave 
to report the accompanying joint resolution—all of which is re- 
spectfully submitted, |. A. L. KINNEY, 

Chairman committee on Indian Affairs, Senate. 
: WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
Chairman committee on Indian Affairs 
= House of Representatives. 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT. 

Your committee would further report, that since the foregoing 
investigations were closed, we have received a communication 
from the Hon. George E. Burney, of the House, [see document 
O,] from which we are informed that depredations have been 
committed during the last few days in Milam county ; and that 
much excitement prevails on that part of our frontier. The en- 
tire extent of these depredations is not fully known, yet we have 
abundant testimony, that some thirty head of valuable horses 
have been carried off; and these horses were stolen below the 
line of posts now occupied by the troops upon our frontier. 

l H. L. KINNEY, 
Chairman committee on Indian Affairs, Senat. 
. WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
: Chairman committee on Indian Affairs, House Rep. 
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DOCUMENT A.] 

List of the names of men killed and wounded, of the women 
and children killed or carried off captives,between 1st January 
and 31st August, 1849, citizens and residents of Corpus Christi : 

James Welch, teamster, killed in coming from Mier to Corpus 
Christi in April. 

Leonicia Gonzales, Francisco Vela, Juan Vela, Juan Ortiz—kill- 
ed while escorting a team from Corpus Christi back from Mier in 
April last. | 

Jose Zapato, Juan Cuellas, Anastacio ''ravenea—herdsmen, 
killed at the Baranco Blanco in May.- 

Clemente Garcia, a herdsman, killed at Casa Blanca in April last. 

Augel Gusman, a herdsman, killed in sight of Corpus Christi 
in May last. : 

Joaquin Zamora, Antonio Cabarzo, Tomas Barrero, Felipe Za- 
lazar, Aguipito Martinez—herdsmen, killed at the Alazan in May 
and June. ... 

William Stewart, Felipe Pezeula, Antonio Pena, Ambrozia 
Vasquez —laborers, killed near Corpus Christi in August last. 

Two Americans; these two men (unknown) were found dead 
in the neighborhood of Casa Blanca in May last. í 

Gaudalupe Redouris, killed coming from Guerrero to Corpus 
Christi in August last. 

Mr. Carline, a Mexican —killed at the St. Teresa on their way 
to Corpus Christi in April. 

Two Mexicans—these two men (unknown) were found dead 
at the Baranco Blanco in July last. 

Cecelio Balero— wounded at the Baranco Blanco in July last. 

Anastacio Flores—wounded at the Baranco Blanco in July last. 

Tomas Gomez— wounded at the Alazan in April last. 

Juan Salazar—wounded in sight of Corpus Christi in August. 

Rafael Villarreal —wounded, coming from Guerrero to Corpus 
Christi in August. ; x: 

Tereza Gonzales, Maria Gonzales, Josefa Gonzales—killed or 
made captives, coming from Mier to Corpus Christi in April. - 

Juan Balero—made captive at the San Jetrude in April last. 

John Wheeler—made captive in sight of Corpus Christi in 
August. 

Three children (unknown) made prisoners coming from Guer- 
rero to Corpus Christi in August. 

. The foregoing list of killed, wounded and captives, (amount- 
ing in all to 39,) is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, cor- 
rect. Signed, ' H. L. KINNEY. 

Corpus Christi, Sept. 7, 1849. 

GG 
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[DOCUMENT B.] 


SENATE Coameer, 17th Dec., 1849. 
Hon. H. L. KINNEY, " 


Chairman of Committee on Indian Affairs : 

Dear Sir: Having been requested by you to give you all the 
information relative to Indian depredations on the frontier of Tex- 
as, I herewith submit to you all that 1 can recollect of at present, 
that have been been committed since the last day of March last. 


The time the Indians made a campaign down the Rio Grande, 
they encamped some 80 miles from Rio Grande city, at a place 
called the Encinal, where they remained until August ;—during 
which time they were committing depredations daily, such as 
murdering ail travellers going to or from the Rio Grande, send- 
ing in to the riverystealing horses, and capturing females ; mur- 
dering the men and infants whom they found on the east bank 
of the Rio Grande. The first atrocity they committed was on 
the 2d day of April, when they made a descent upon a rancho 
above Rio Grande city, and killed the owner, an old woman and 
an infant, and carried into captivity two beautiful girls, and after 
using them three days. eut off their hair and turned them loose ; 
one of whom returned, and the other it is supposed committed 
suicide, from shame, as her corpse was found a few days after- 
wards. 


'l'he Indians then remained in the timber for a considerable 
time, killing every one they came in contact with, and driving 
off all the horses and mules in that vicinity. 


I have summed up the number of killed and carried into eap- 
tivity in the county of Starr; and from the best of my recollec- 
tion, I find that it amounts to upwards of eighty' souls ; and the 
probable amount of stock driven off, to be upwards of 4,000 head 
of mules and horses. And the counties of Webb and Cameron 
have suffered equaily the same. 

I was requested to offer a reward of fifty thousand dollars fgr 
the delivery of all the prisoners taken from that section of coun- 
try within the last twelve months. Several hundred families 
that came to settle their lands on this side of the Rio Grande af- 
ter the treaty of peace between the United States and Mexico, re- 
crossed the river, on the approach of the Indians. l 

I bave no hesitation in saying, that if the Indians were kept 
out of that country twelve months, there would be introduced 
from Mexico suffieient property, the revenue from which, by tax- 
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ation, would be sufficient to maintain a force of 300 Texas Ran- 
gers, the only class of troops suitable to keep the Indians in sub- 
jection. Very respectfully, your ob't serv't, > 
H. CLAY DAVIS. 


p 


[DOCUMENT G.] 
Austin, Nov. 28, 1849. 


My Dear Sin: Your communication of the 26th instant, 
asking information of Indian depredations committed on the 
south-western frontier since the adjournment of the last Legisla 
ture, has been received, and I hasten to lay before you all the in 
formation in my power. 

The depredations of the Indians on the inhabitants living with- 
in the district which I represent in the Legislature, are almost o, 
daily occurrence, and it is impossible forme to furnish the data 
_with that exaciness I could wish. 

In the county of Nueces, 1 am informed by the Hon. H. L. 
Kinney, that within the time-mentioned in your letter, there have 
been 24 citizens killed and 12 wounded, and property destroyed 
to the amount of $30,000. i 

In the county of Cameron, I am informed by the Hon. E. H. 
Winfield, that the depredations of the Indians are incessant and 
destructive. The most serious foray was made by a large body 
of Indians in the months of April and May. They were about 
600 in number, and remained encamped between the Nueces and 
Rio Grande for three months, and desolated the whole country 
with perfect impunity. At the Salt Lake, the people saved their 
lives by a stout resistance ; they however lost their horses, tents, 
and many articles of value. We next heard of them at Palo 
Alto, some twelve miles from Brownsville, where they killed four 
persons, robbed a train of wagons loaded with merchandize, and 
destroyed and carried off the goods ; their value I have no means 
of ascertaining, but it was very considerable. Every rancho of 
any size on the Rio Grande was plundered, and the few who es- 
caped with their lives, were driven across the river for protection. 

In the county of Starr, I am informed by the Hon. H. Clay 
Davis, that there have been killed and taken prisoners within the 
last two years, 120 persons. He says:  '*'lhere were several 
instances of ranchos being attacked, all the men killed, and the 
women and children carried into captivity. Merchants have 
been robbed. I myself have lost two hundred and sixty animals, 
{horses, mules and mares,) by the Indians; and, indeed, all the 
Stock on this side of the Rio Grande has been stolen.” 
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In the county of Webb, I have the.same statement to make. 
The Indians either begin their depredations, or finish them, in 
Webb county. There have been 20 lives lost that 1 recollect, 
and many women and children carried into captivity. 

It is now ninety years since the county I represent has been 
the scene of depredatiens and all the horrors which are incident 
to an Indian war, and we did flatter ourselves, that when suffi- 
cient time had elapsed to enable the Government of the United 
“States to make herself acquainted. with our position and necessi- 
ties, that we would be granted that protection that was so justly 
our right. Up to this time we have been disappointed. May I 
not, therefore, respectfully ask the exercise of your influence in 
our behalf? also ask you to bring to the notice of the Govern- 
ment the propriety of purchasing from the Indians the prisoners 
which are now among them. A great many of these unfortu- 
nate creatures are entitled to the active interference of the State 
of Texas in their behalf. And the calls of humanity, as well as 
the compliance with treaty stipulations, strongly appeals to the 
United States for an appropriation for that purpose. 

The country west of the Nueces is capable of becoming one 
of the richest in the State ; all we want is protection. 

With- great rrspect, your ob’t serv’t, 
. HAMILTON P. BEE. 

Hon. Wm. M. Williams, 

Chairman Indian committee, Ho. of Reps. 


Guest Rat 


[DOCUMENT C.] 
Camp CRAWFORD, Laredo, Texas, 
July 10, 1849. 

Sır: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
ter of June 30th, and to state in reply, that at the time of making 
the report referred to, I had no recent information concerning the 
Indians te communicate to the head-quarters of the department. 
I intended that as a preparatory report, showing the general na- 
ture of the Indian incursions in this region of country, and al- 
so, what reliance might be placed upon the inhabitants, in the 
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event of an Indian war, to be followed by minute reports of eve- 
rything relating to the Indians, which should occur in this vicin- 
ity. The murders to which I referred occurred some time since. 
The one, a boy, at a rancho about 25 or 30 miles above here on 
this side of the river; the other, a woman, at a rancho about the 
same distance below, on the other side of the river. The visit 
of a small party of Indians to this town, which I mentioned, 
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was made at night, and I knew nothing of it until morning.— 
Had I been informed of their presence at thetime, as I might ea- 
sily have been, being close to town, I should most certainly have 
made an effort to cut them off. UA 

This place and its immediate vicinity have, so far, been com- 
paratively exempt from the visits of the Indians, from the fact 
that the excessive drought which has continued here for the last 
two years, has left the surrounding country so destitute of veget- 
ation that the stock can barely subsist, and what little there is, is 
in so’ bad a condition that the Indians have no desire to take it. 

A party of mustang runners from this place were attacked by 
the Indians in the prairie, about the 20th of June, and two of 
their number killed. Those who escaped, state that the Indian 
trails show that at least 300 have crossed the Nueces and are now 
on the coast. On their return into the interior, there is a proba- 
bility of renewed outrages. l 

The commanding General will see by my post return the ne- 
cessity for reinforcements at this point, in order that anything ef- 
fectual may be accomplished. In the mean while; I trust it shall 
not be found that I have failed to do all that is in my power to 
prevent the outrages of the Indians. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your ob't serv’t, 
EGBERT L. VIELE, 
2d Lt. Ist Reg. of E., commanding. 
To Maj. Geo. Deas, Ass't Adj't Gen'l, 8th Mil. Dep't. 


—— 


. {DOCUMENT D.] 
Camp CRAWFORD, Laredo, Texas, 
August 18, 1849. 

Sign: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
movements and depredations of the Indians since the date of my 
last communication to the head-quarters of the department ; pre- 
mising that I have carefully traced to its source every item of in- 
formation that I have received ; and that I communicate nothing 
upon which perfect reliance cannot be placed. On the 21st of 
` July, a flat-boat belonging at this post, which had been sent up 
the river about twenty miles in charge of some laborers (Mexi- 
cans) to procure grass, was cut loose by the Indians while the 
men were at work on land—the former then concealing them- 
selves for the purpose of a surprize. But being discovered, the 
Mexicans made a circuit and reached the river at a point where 
the boat had fortunately grounded. They succeeded in getting 
into it and reaching the opposite bank before the Indians could 
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get near etiough to effect anything, although they were constantly 
Shooting arrows. 

On the.receipt of the information, I sent every man in camp, 
except a guard of three, to pursue the Indians. This party, 
which, including soldiers. teamsters and laborers, amounted to 
but fourteen, was placed in charge of Lieut. Johns, who follow- 
ed the trail of the In ‘ians until it crossed the river, a few miles 
above the point at which they attacked the boat. They had 
crossed the night before ; and during the following day attacked 
& train of paek mules, killed and sealped one man and drove off 
all the animals. The mules were owned in this town. 

On the 12th of this month, a large party of Indians were seen 
at the San Juanita, about twenty miles from this place, on the 
Corpus Christi road ; and, having a large number of horses and 
mules, it was supposed they were going into the interior, On 
the contrary, they went down the river, and were pursued by a 
party of Mexicans, whose animals gave ont. I was unable to 
pursue them, as the number of sick and discharges had reduced 
my command to nine men. F sent, however, an express to the 
commanding officer at Fort Ringgold, but they travelled so fast 
as to reach the town of Roma, 17 miles thts side of that post, 
before the express. .On their route, they are reported to have ta- 
ken three children from a rancho opposite Guerrero —to have 
outraged the persons of three women at a rancho opposite Mier, 
and to have shot a woman in the town of Roma. From Roma, 
they took a direction nearly perpendicular to the river. 

I have studiously avoided giving credence to the many exag- 
gerated reports which have been circulated with regard to the 
depredations of the Indians, and have on several occasions trac- 
ed to their Source newspaper articles which have originated at 
this place, and found them without foundation in truth. But 
since the late rains, and consequent improvement of the face of 
the country, the previously unfounded reports have been sur- 
passed by the reality. Every rancho on the river has been attack- 
ed within the last month. The Indians move in much larger 
numbers than before, aud eviuce a total want of fear. With but 
nine men for duty, I can do nothing. The people work in their 
fields with their guns on their backs, and the more distant fields 
are abandonéd. 1 have heard nothing of recruits for my com- 
pany, and when they do arrive, it appears to me the low stand- 
ard of the companies is inadequate for frontier.defeuce. | 

I am, sir. very respectfully, your ob’t serv't, 
EGBERT L. VIELE, 2d Lt. 1st Inf, com'g. 
"Fo Maj. Geo. Deas, Ass’t Adj't Gen., San Antonio, Texas. 
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[DOCUMENT E] 
Fort Lincotn, Rio Seco, Texas, 
Nov. 23, 1849, 
Maj. Gro. Deas, ` 


- Adj't Gen'l 8th Department, — 

Sig: We had an alarm of Indians at our picket rope on the 
night of the 21st, at half-past 11 o'elock. The sentinel, who 
saw and fired at one of the marauders, does not seem inclined to 
the belief that théy were Indians. He describes the man he fired: 
at, as being dressed in black, and wearing a black hat. Our guide, 
however, shows evident signs of Indians. Again, at half-past 3 - 
o'clock of the same night, another alarm was created by the dis- 
charge of some sort of fire-arms. Upon examination, we found 


that one of our sick men, who had to get up during the night, 


had been fired upon from the bushes and shot; he'expired with- 
out speaking. 

Capt. Oakes was ordered out early in the morning on the trail, 
with orders to pursue as far into the Indian country as he could 
with safety, and to put the murderers to-death. I write this in- 
formation to quiet any false rumors that may have reached you. 
When I have learned more of the matter, I will inform the de- 
partment. Iam, sir, most respectfully, 

l Your ob’t serv’t, 
JAMES LONGSTREET, 
Br’vt Maj. Sth Inf. 


+ sucum: 


[DOCUMENT M] 


Austin, January 3d, 1849. 
To the Hon. H. L. Krywevy, 
Chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs : 
In reply to your request for information in regard to Indian de- 
predations committed in Goliad county, I can state that in May, 
1847, the Indians came into Goliad county and stole from Col. 
John W. Hodges and Rev. R. H. Hill all their horses, leaving 
them without an animal to cultivate their crops. TP 
In the spring of 1848, the Indians came a second time into 
said county and stole from a man by the name of Vivion, resid- 
ing iu said county allhis horses, amonnting in number to thirteen. 
In the fall of 1848, the Indians came a third time into said 
county when they were met by a small party cf men in pursuit 
of them, who gave them battle in whieh Capt. York, Mr. Bell 
and one Sikes were killed, and several others badly wounded. 
In May, 1849, the Indians came the fourth time. into said 
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county and stole from James Burke, thé only.two horses he had, 
They also stole the same day from R. E. Sutton, all his horses 
except a pony he had under the saddle—they took Sutton's horses - 
in presence of himself and family ; the Indians then went to a 
rancho belonging to Mr. Menefee, in charge of some negroes, and 
plundered it, first cutting open the beds and scattering the feath- 
ers and then taking all the clothing from the negroes and their 
money 

After leaving said rancho the Indians were pursued by Capt. 
I. W. Johnson with a few men, were overtaken at night and fired 
upon when the Indians fled leaving some of their spoils they 
pe taken, such as bridles, saddles, negro clothing and a few 

Orses. : 

I do hereby certify, that the foregoing statements are true.— 
To some of the statements I certify toon my own knowledge, 
and to the others I certify to on reliable information from others, 
which I believe to be true. 

Your ob’t servant, 
JOHN F. McKINNEY. 

P. S.—I suppose the value of the lost property above deseri- 
bed, to be about four thousand dollars. J. F. McK. 


. [DOCUMENT N] 


s Austin, January 4, 1850. 
To Hon. H. L. Kinney, 
Chairman of the committee on Indian Affairs: 

Dear Sir.—At your request, I give you all the information 
within my knowledge, relative to Indian depredations committed 
upon our frontier within the last two years. In the summer of 
1848, two young men by the name of Davis, who had just com- 
menced opeuing a farm upon the Sandy's were killed while thus 
employed in making their improvements. Dr. Barnet, also a 
respectable citizen of Gonzales county, who at the time of his 
death was chief justice of the aforesaid county, was killed by In- 
dians near his home a few days after the time that the Davises 
were killed. : 

Shortly after that time, Capt. John York and a party of his 
neighbors who were in pursuit of some Indians that had com- 
mitted depredations upon the settlements of DeWitt county, 
overtook the Indians near the mouth of Cibolo, a tributary of the ` 
San Antonio river, a fight ensued, and unfortunately Capt. York, 
his son-in-law Mr. Bell, and a man by the name of Sikés were 
killed in the fight, and several others badly wounded. During 
the same year in the spring two citizens, Mr. Winters and Mr. 
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Johnson, had stolen from them thirty head of animals near York’s 
creek in Guadalupe county ; these horses were of the best Amer- 
ican blood, and.valued very highly by theirüwners, The same 
lot of horses could not have been purchased for $4,000, which, 
jn my opinion, would have been a low estimate, taking into con- 
sideration the character of the stock. 
Yours respectfully, 
EDWARD BURLESON. 

` List of property taken from the county of Guadalupe, during 
. the years 1848 and 1849, by Indians: i) 


From whom Stolen. No. and kind. Value. 
Abner Harris, now deceased, 7 Horses, $600 00 
J. S. Calvert, © 1 40 00 
J. A. Johnson, 13 * 1,500 00 
J. L. Oden, Too 375 00 
Jos. H. Polly, 3 €* 270 00 


R. H. Hunter, 
Wm. C. Winters, 
E. C. Pettus, 

M. Erskine, 
James Munford, 


& . 90 00 
«o. 1,200 00 
L 350 00 
« 255 00 
_« 300 00 


pi 
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Asa J. L. Sowel, 80 00 
Andrew J. Sowel, i 100 00 
Price and Johnson, « 245 00 
J. L. Calvert, « 90 00 
John W. Berry, c 65 00 

Total: 66 $5,560 00 


Sreurn, Guadalupe County, Jan. 2d, 1850. 


We the undersigned, citizens of said county do hereby certify, 
that the above list of horses were stolen by Indians, during the 
months of October 1848 and March 1849, and the value thereof . 
is justly estimated. All of which can be established by proof 
abundant. 

A. L. Oden, T. A. Johnson, A. W. Lay, administrator of Abner 
Harris, deceased, Edward C. Pettus, Wm. C. Winters, James 
Munford, G. W. Price, J. S. Calvert, James L. Calvert. 

The undersigned citizens of said county, know of the loss of 
the horses set forth herein, and believe the facts represented by 
the owners as above stated. 

Signed —A. Neill, A. A. Williams, M. M. Shelley, W. P. H. 
Douglass, James T. Foster, John W. Berry, Peyton Medlin, Jos. 
J. George, E, Dale, Joseph F. Johnson, James M. Davy, J. G. 
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Cartwright, T. H. Duggan, Wilson Randle, William T. Jones, 
John Campbell, Jonathan Douglass. 

I, Joseph F. Johnson, of the county of Guadalupe and State 
of Texas, do certify, that some time in October 1848, my neigh- 
bor, Joseph Poliey, of the Cibolo lost three horses, supposed to 
be stolen by Indians, inasmuch as their trail was found and fol- 
lowed by persons towards the mountains ; and further, that one 
horse that was stolen from Mr. Erskine’s place, was found at the 
time on their trail near Mr. Polly's broken down. One wasa 
sorrel, ball face, tolerably old, worth about forty five dollars; one 
young bay stable horse, worth one hundred and twenty-five dol- 


Jars; one large bay horse, worth about one hundred dollars ; 


making in all two hundred and seventy dollars. 

I have no doubt from all the circumstances, they were stolen 
by Indians, as several persons were killed below Mr. Polly’s about 
the same time, and the Indians were seen by several persons near 
the springs, where I was then living, and Mr. Polly lived about 
three miles from me. JOSEPH F. JOHNSON. 

SEGUIN, January Ist, 1850. 

A list of horses stolen from me by some tribe of Indians 
on or about the first part of October, 1848, from my place called 
the Capoto's, with their estimated value as follows, to wit: 

One young iron grey Ámerican horse, between three 

and four years old, about fifteen hands oneinch 

high, value $90 00 
One light sorrel American mare, about seven years. 

old, fifteen hands high, blaze in the face, feet white, 

flax main and tail and branded on the shoulder 


with U. S., value 80 00 


One paint pony, twelve or fourteen years old, gait a 
pace, value 25 00 
One grey or white pacing pony; seven or eight years 
old, lame with the swinney, value Y 25 00 
One black pacing pony, eight or nine years old, with 
a lump under the jaw; value, 35 0 
M $255 00 


MICHAEL ERSKINE. 

Seaurin, Guadalupe County, January Ist. 1850. 

We, the undersigned, citizens of the county of Guadalupe, do 
certify that on or about the first part of October, 1848, Michael 
Erskine who signs the above, lost the above horses, taken from 
his place, and from every information obtained, no doubt is enter- 
tained but that they were taken by a party of Indians, as the next | 
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morning after they were taken, two men by the name of Davis 
were killed on their trail leading from his-house to the Cibolo, 
and that one of the horses taken by them, which is not enumer- 
ated above, was found near Mr. Polly’s on the Cibolo. We are 
further of opinion that the value as stated above is a fair and 
yeasonable estimate. JOSEPH F. JOHNSON, 
JOHN P, ERSKINE. 


SEGviN, Guadalupe county, January Ist, 1850. 


[DOCUMENT F.] 
HEAD-QUARTERS, 8th Department. 
San Antonio, Dec. 4th, 1849. 

Dear Sir:—I am directed by General Brooke to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 29th ult., and according to your 
Tequest on the subject of Indian depredations, the enclosed pa- 
pers are forwarded to you, for your information, viz: 

1. Abstract and statements of losses incurred near Corpus 
Christi, together with a list of killed and wounded. 

2. Letter of Lieut. Viele, commanding at Laredo, dated July 
10th. 

3. do do do dated August 18th, 1849. 

A, Letter of Lieut. Col. Hardee, commanding at Leona, dated 
August 26, 1849, 

5. Letter from the same, with same date. 

6. Letter from Major Longstreet, commanding at Fort Lincoln, 
dated November 23d, 1849. 

It is also known officially that seven Mexicans were killed by 
Indiansin the month of June last, on the road between Castro- 
ville and the Leona, one of the party only making his escape. 

Repeated orders have been given to commanders of posts that 
they must on no account permit the Indians to pass below the 
frontier line which has been established. Information to this ef. 
feet, has also. been given to the Indians themselves. At each 
post there is a mounted company, and every exertion has been 
made to prevent inroads, but with such an extended line, it is dif- 
ficult to operate with success against an eneiny who moves with 
the celerity common to the Indians of this country. 

The three companies of volunteers are now keeping the coun- 
try below the frontier line towards the Rio Grande, clear. When 
it shall become necessary to discharge them, it isthe intention of 
the General, to establish a post of two companies of mounted 
regulars in the rear of Corpus Christi. 

A copy of a communication from Lieut. Colonel Johnson, who 
has lately returned from El Paso, is enclosed herewith for the in- 
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formtion of your committee. The facts therein stated having 
been, some time since, communicated to the War Department, 
orders have been reeeived thence, to endeavor to arrest the out- 
laws who have thus invaded our territory and committed such 
acts of atrocity. As the government of Texas is chiefly inter- 
ested in this subject, it is respectfully suggested by the command- 
ing General, whether it may not be deemed advisable by that go- 
vernment to take measures to bring these murderers to Justice. 
I have the honor to be very respectfully, 
our obedient seivant, 
GEO. DEAS, Asst. Adj. Gen’. 
Hon. H. L. Kinney, ; 
Chairman, committee on Indian Affairs, 
Senate Chamber, Austin, Teras. 
After copies of the enclosed papers have been taken (if requir- 
ed) by your committee, will you be kind enough to return them 
to me—except the letter from Col. Johnston—the original of 
which is here. ,. GD. 


[DOCUMENT 01] 


To Col. Kinney, 

Dear Sir :—About a week ago, the Indians made their appear- 
ance seven miles from Castroville, on the San Geronimo. They 
killed four men of the colony, and carried away a number 
of horses. ‘They proceeded from the San Geronimo to Quihi 
village, one of my settlements, attacked a house, killed two oxen 
and a cow. Quihiis ten miles from Castroville. . 

Yours, very respectfully H. CASTRO. 

Austin, January 6, 1850. 

AvusTIN, January 10, 1850. 
Hon. Mr. WILLTAMS, 

Dear Sir:--Since I last addressed you on the subject of In- 
dian depredations, I have received a letter from a friend living at 
or near the three forks of Little river, informing me that the In- 
dians have again visited that settlement and killed several head 
of beeves, and wounded several others, by shooting arrows into 
them; those killed and destroyed belonged to Mr. John Taylor. 
They also stole one horse of Mr. Taylor and one from Mrs. Law- 
ler,the only horses they had. You will remember that these horses 
were stolen below the Fort now on the Leon. : 

I have just received the information that the Indians have also 
stolen about thirty head of horses from Mr. John Williams, be- 
tween the Leon and Brazos rivers, which is also within the limits 
of one of the counties I have the honor to represent, 
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Iam also informed, that the Tankaway tribe of Indians are 
now encamped about forty miles above the ‘settlements, and that 
the friendly Indians have sent word to tie settlers to be on the 
lookout. ‘The settlers in that neighborhood have wrote to meon 
the subject, asking me to use my influence with his Excellency, 
the Governor of the State, to afford them some protection. 

I have the honor to be, sir, ` 
Very respeetfully your obt't servant, 
GEORGE E. BURNEY. 


[DOCUMENT P.] 


San Antonio, January ist, 1850. 
To H. L. KINNEY, 


Dear Sir:—Mrs. Rea andfamily, formerly of Port Lavaca, arrived 
here last evening direct from Leona Camp. She was attacked 
by Indians, while encamped on Friday night last, a few miles be- 
yond Castroville, and several arrows were shot into the oxen, but 
no persons were killed or wounded. She was accompanied by 
an escort of a corporal and one man, furnished by the command- 
ing officer at Leona Camp, which probably prevented any further 
injury to the party. Two Indians were seen partially concealed 
in a thicket while discharging their arrows at the distance of one 
hundred yards or less from the encampment. From the arrows 
found in the oxen, they were believed to be Comanches. These 
facts I had from Mrs. Rea herself. A report has also reached town, 
that four Germans were killed in the neighborhood of Castro- 
ville by Indians, last night, and one made prisoner, Lieut. Ray 
with a party has been sent in pursuit of the depredators. 

: I. A. PASCHAL. 
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Abstract of losses of property by Indian depredations, sustained 
by the citizens of San Patricio and Nueces county, as per ac- 
companying statement : 


Mil UEG 


NAMES No. ANIMALS 


Sec oa mane: RESIDENCE. SOLEM VALUE. 
R. D. Love, isan Patricio Co. 150 $3,515 00 
S. B. Miller, Nueces s ` RO . 635 00 
H. L. Kinney, us " 117 15,085 00* 
8 Mex. citizens, « 5 345 6,990 00 
David Dawson, |San Patricio “ 14 1,200 00 
Thomas Pew, p a 3 90 00 
Andrew ‘Timon, i +f 6 97 00 
John Ross, Re s 4 100 00 

~ Pat Fadden, s K 2 60 00 
Peter Maloney, a6 s 3 40 00 
Timothy Hart, ii H 7 80 00 
Juan Garcia, t i 14 415 00 
David Craven, s "s 4 - 40 00 
Wm. Gamble, t at 4 170 00 

Total 1,353 $28,567 00 


* The above includes wagons and other property. 


[STATEMENT 1.] 

I, Robert D Love, of Prairie, San Patricio county, do hereby 
declare the following to be a true and correct account of proper- 
ty stolen from me and destroyed by the Indians since the 2nd of 
June last, and which belonged to me: 


June 2d, 39 Spanish mares, $10 each, $370 
* « 20-mules, Spanish, 25 “ 500 

* 18th, 1 American horse, 300, 300 
«uw 9 do mares, 100 “ 200 

“ * £2 do hores, 75 “ 150 
* a 980 Spanish mares, 20 “ 600 

* € 25 do horses, 25 * 625 

i oat 2. cows, killed, 10 “ 20 
Aug. 3rd, 30 Spanish horses, 25 “ 750 
t Making $3,515 

Signed, R. D. LOVE. 


Rancho de Prairie Bluff, Sept. 8, 1849. 
We, the undersigned, citizens of San Patricio county, do sol- 
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emnly declare, to the best of our knowledge and belief, that the 
above account of losses sustained by R. D. Love, by.Indian de- 
predations, is Just and true. Signed, ——— 
GEORGE RESLEY, 
JOHN ROSS, 
DAVID DAWSON. 
State of ''exas—County of San Patricio: k 
Sworn and subseribed before me, William Gamble, Chief-Jus- 
tice of San Patricio county, in and for the county aforesaid, this 
8th day of September, 1849. 


Given under my hand and private seal, there being no seal of 


office in this county. Signed, 
WILLIAM GAMBLE, C. J., 
San Patricio county. 


emite irt 


[STATEMENT 2.] 
Statement of losses of property sustained by Samuel R. Mil- 
ler, of Nueces county, 'l'exas, from the depredations of Indians : 
One American horse stolen from my place of residence in May, 
1849 
One American horse stolen from my place of residence 


in May, 1849, 15 
One black Spanish horse stolen from my place of resi-. 
dence in May, 1849, . 80 
One mule stolen from Ohler's rancho, 6 miles from Cor- 
pus Christi, June 1st, 1949, 50 
Fourteen horses stolen from the vicinity of rancho Bar- : 
anco Blanco, June, 1849, at, $20 each, 280 
Two mules stolen fron, the vicinity of the rancho Bar- 
anco Blanco, June, 1849, at $50 each, 100 
635 


I do solemnly declare that the foregoing statement.is true ac- 
cording to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Signed, : SAM. R. MILLER, 

Nueces county, Sept. 10, 1849. 

We the undersigned do hereby certify the within statement 
of losses sustained by Samuel R. Miller by Indian depredations, 
is true according to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Signed, H. L. KINNEY, WILLIAM MANN, 

CH'S G. BRYANT, JOS. W. KINNEY, 
H. A. GILPIN, ED. H. JORDAN, 
Corpus Christi, Sept. 10, 1849. D. W. BREWSTER, 
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State of "l'exas— County of Nueces: : 

Before me, E. M. Haines, clerk of the county court in and for 
the county aforesaid, personally came and appeared S. R. Miller, 
to me well known,.who on oath deposed and said, that the fore- 
going account of his losses is just aud correct, and that the wit- 
nesses who subscribed the same are to me well known. 

-Given under my hand and seal of office, at Corpus Christi, 
this 10th day of September, A. D. 1849. Signed, 

EPH. M. HAINES, Crk C. C. N. C. 


On motion of Mr. 'l'arrant, the reading of said report was dis 
- pensed with, and, on motion of Mr. Lewis, 500 copies were or- 
dered to be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following reports : 

'The memorials of Franeis L. Merriweather and Peter V. Har- 
ding, praying for an augmentation of land, hawe been submitted 
to them, aud from an investigation of the facts, are satisfied that 
petitioners are entitled to the relief sought, and recommend the 
passage of the accompanying bill: 

A bill for the relief of Francis L. Merriweather and Peter V. 
Harding ; read first time. 

e of which were received-to come up among the orders of 
the day. 

Also. to whom was referred a bill for the relief of Mason W. 
Cope, reported a substitute for the same and recommend its pas- 
sage; also, P 

A bill for relief of Samuel G. Norvell, reported the same back 
to the House, with amendments, and recommend its passage. 

Received to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on Claims and Accounts, to 
whom was referred the petition of Charles Shearer, reported a 
bill for his relief and recommend its passage. 

A bill authorizing and requiring the Comptroller to issue du- 
plicates of certain certificates ; read first time. : 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, reported a bill to locate permanently the seat of justice of 
Cooke county ; 

Also, a bill to remove the Land Office of the Milam land dis- 
trict from Burleson county, to Cameron in Milam county ; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of James S. Patterson ; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of John Hobson ;. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Gen. Memucan Hunt ; 


ef 


52t s, 


e "or 
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x* 7 gg r i "b T t; 2- "t Fo 

PUMA. 2215 25 vhi i-o Cap 4 eR Ci Bos aca Fhe aei. = 
P Aser à Diliu(óv: he; ie ^ "e ét ini. Bakers "sou S 
-Atso s bibiisnpplementary : tò “nlaetentitled: ret to órganize 


(lid county.of :Upshusylapptowed January 26,7848: 


. Also, a bill-fosttie.rebiefriof E. H. Grisliàm s. ade 
.- Also, A- jomt resotation forthe -rebiéffof Bert y^ Wi Peskins: 4 
Also, a jaint»lesolution apthorizing the Gomptretder of the State 


B. of Texas to exchange some cf the public property in the city’pt 


| Austin, for a certain lot and polding Sdin iig the'Goneral Land 


B Office ; FN US ou gegen d 


Also, a joint resolution making provision for sunvéying a ćer- 


B tain quantity of University! lands,. éorrectly pos ae ret 


accepted. 
Mr. Lloyd. from the. select committee, to wor was: refarred 


| the memorial of«AVilliam- aud:Polty Eliott, praying the Legisla- 


| ture to pass a law legitimating their son, John Jaines il lliett ; af 


] I ported a billiorttheimreliéf and rebammend its passage if/ > 


. A bill *to ideclate: Johm James: Hittotr the legitimate chad of 


| William Elliott and oe iliott, of the county of Rask: ; read 


I first timg, oc. o Ha : NOD. 


Receivdd ta. come up among T onibus of sheda yiu -:. 
Mr. Holland, from the speciak-committee, tot Whom: was refur- 


red the Senate% . bill} providing. for. a divisiouce£ tbe-sápréme 
| court into. two branches, reported the same- back:te tio. Hotse, 


| without-amendinemt and recomniend jts passage., w. 


Received to come np among:the orders.of tha day. `- 

Mr, Lewis introduced the félfowing acts: — | 

An aet toseileate thé county of Uvalde ; tead first time. 
Anach fa-alititorizeidos.: H, Beck to ple ead atid:haye all owed: 


* 


, certain offsets in:cdntaiw eases; read first timo. cse. 1 - 


An nct granting to Edward Miles one-third of a- league of land; 


À read first: Lime... QM T4" d “a 4 M A dos 


Mr. Scott offered the following resolution : ds i : 
Resolved; "hat the committee ón Printing be. rad to an 


| quire into; the: exnediency.of having the: privates adis and: relief 


bills passed by the Legislature.publistied im abstaactsy ds done dir 


| rine the: esistéucer of thé Republic off Tegas, and: sane ui Bild 
ES othergfisa as Isoemas; practicable; adopted." ' 


Mr,- Shea ofisied tae following resolution ; A A 
Resolved, That the committee on Finned eani ed to eh- 


BE quire intg thie expedienicg pf repealing the, Iw moavtin foree, te- 
- d on he he t$ supfiort ali jwisphets in Bajlcamd that the 
e ame 


all Bevehagged, tothe State justead othe eint y ; adripted. 
Mr. Bryan introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend the’ 
HH* 


Bee etm An ame eom oe Se mewer 


'* sey, Williams, Winfieid and Wren—22, 


: 022 


4th section of an act for the regulation of Pilots at the mouth of 
the Brazos river, approved Maréhr.18, 1848; ngad first time; 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be. entitled an aet4o provide 
fur the distribution of the digest of the laws of Texas, now ii 
preparation by O. C, Hartley , Esq. ; read first time. 

Also, the following: . A bill to prescribe ibe times for holding 
the. District Courts in the 8th and Jh Judicial districts ; ; read first 
time. - 

Mr. Stewart introduced a: bill to be entitled an act to.inco arpo 
rate the Gandalupe Bridge company ; read first time. 

Mr. Scott introduced a joint resolution for the relief of An. 
mint Allen, heir at law of Preston P. Allen, a soldier of the ar. 
my of Texas: read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read’ s. 
cond time; and, on motion, was referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. McKinney moved to take from the talile the motion to re. 
consider the vote passing the amendment to the Constitution ;- 
carried. 

Mr. Stapp moved the motion be laid on the table ; lost. 

Mr. Fields moved to ameud the motion, by laying the motion 
en the table un il to-morrow morning ; lost. 

Mr. Fields moved to lay the motion on the table until half- -past 
3 o'clock this evening ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, the business on the Speaker's table 
end the orders of the day were taken up. 

ORDERS QF THE DAY. 

A bill to be entitled an act to secure to all actual settlers with- 
in the limitsof thé colony granted to Peters and others, common- 
ly known as Peters’ colony, the lands to which they are entitled 
as colonists, with amendments from the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Cochran, the bill was read, section by sec- 
tion, as amended. 

In 7th section, 4th line, strike ont «either as the head of a fam- 
ily or a single man”; upon which amendment the yeas and nays 
were called for and resnltud as follows :^ 

- Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Burney, Clements, Coch- 
yan, Hardeman of T., Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lott, McNairy, 
Selman, Smith of S., Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, "Fay lor, Whittle- 


Nays: Messrs. Bryan, Chariton, Dickson, Fields, Franklin; 
Gillet, Holland, Lloyd, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Ran- 
nels, Russell Shaw, Shea, Smith of R. R. , Stapp and Wilson— 
19, 
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| .'Boithe amietiiredtsipássed zne the bill. beeamé'a law. ^. n: 
- "ifibill to be eutitled:zmact^foór rhe relief of Washington H; Se- 
terest, with amendments: from the Seraté ; amendments adopted. ° 

| A bill to be entitled an act to restore lands sold for taxes, and 
purchased by the PLATS ta the former owners, with amendments; 
| Hotise-coóneur. He ls - S50 

f On motion or Mre Whittlesey, she Honse adjourned untit 8 
; o'clock, P m. por dI 
| : 3 selock, p. m. - 
. House Tnet- putstiant to ‘adjourament—roll called — quoram 
resent. 

! ^ A bill to be entitled "an-act supplementary to an aci creating 
| the fees of office; approved March 20, 1848—Senate’s bill ; read 
first tithe: — : 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Patsey Lewis, decensed— - 


| Senate’s bill ; read first time. - 
An act to authorize and eddie the Commissioner of the.Gen- 
| eral Land Office to issue a certificate to Wiley Marshall for 320 
| acres of land —Senate's bill; read first time. 
B. Aun Act to authorize. the " Commissioner of thé General Land 
f Office to issue a head:right certificate, first class, for one league 
| md labor of land to John. Boyd; assignee of George W. Mead — 
| Senate’s bill; read third time and passed. =: 
|^ Mr. Runnels moved to take ùp the following resolation: — - 
Resolved; That from and-aftér the 15th-inst., the House wilt 
| receive nó basiness. unless by a vóte of two-thirds. 
! Mr. Bogart moved to amend ‘by inserting the “18th inst.” in- 
| stead of the “L5th”;: adopted. 
| Thequestion recurring on the adoption of the resolation üs 
| amendéd was‘taken, upon which the yeas and nays were called 
! for, and resnitéd as follows: ' 
Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, podia 
Hardeman of Travis, Johnson, Lloyd, McNairy, Pace, Polk, Run- 
nels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, f'arrant, Taylor, 
Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson and Wren—22. 
tys— Méssrs. : Bryati, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of 
Nacogdoches, Lewis, Russell; Shea, Smith of Shelby, Mapp ona 
Tarver—11, So the resolntion was adopted. 
“A bill 'te Bé éntiuid-c air het.to: uerpo the town of Tyleri in 
Smith coutity ;:Fead third time. 
t Wilias drived à &nspdtisionr: of the rale, so as to offer 
the following as a substitute for the:4th section : 
P:Séclion4th., Bë it farthbt enacted; that rié personshall be. elli- 
Bible to any Sffice ünder the provisions: of this chatter, who is not 
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a citizen ofthis State; and a resident withimithedimits of théin. 
corporation; norshall apy person .diove:aaightto a vote fir office 
who isnot citizens: and reside within: its dimits 3: adapted, and 
. bilk passed. ssi foe co sso: ot jos des gig 

tA bill tobe :ghtitled. aw -apte spplèmentary ta “pngatck. to. eate 
per manently the seat of justice of Cass county, approved Degem: 
ber 27th, E849 ;‘vead-thild timennd pads. 7, t o 

A bill supplementary to an act regulating appeals to the sù- 

preme.eonrt- 10 erttninal cases, approved 13th May, A. D. 1846 — 
Senate’s bill, with: xeportrom -Judiciary aenmitee... On motion, 
passed to third reading. 

- An act supplementary.to an -act defi nipg:tbe- office and duties of 
constables, approved 128h 3 May, AID. 1846—Senate’ sibill, with 
report from Judiciary committee. On motion, passed to third 


reading. Geet evt os E 
Mr. Bryan, one of the committee. on Enrol ed Bills, made the 
following report: | ^" c abl aba vy 


COMMITTEE Romi Janay, 1n 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, MS 
Speaker of the. ‘House of Representatives : D 

The committee on Enrolled - Bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bills and find them eorreetly enrolled; to wit: An aatto ap- 
portion the Seuators.and ‘Représeriatives of the Legislatpreamiong 
the severah connties of this Stateaecordiug ta the requivements of 
the constitution ; joint xesolwtion for the relief of Benjamin. F. 
Fry; joint, resolution for the relief. of John Baleh-; also, a joint 
resolution for the relief of Wm. Mockford ; ‘atk-of which. is res 
specthally reported? repart gecepted, — r 

A.-bil] tobe entitled an act to authorize the Commissianer of the 
General Land Office to issue patents on certificates issued hy the 
beardiof land commissioners of Robertson county, under certain 
res tlctions. On motion of Mr. T arrant, the bill was. laid on the 
fapie, ^ . . 

A bill to provide. for the, coll ection of ithe ‘uncollected taxes 
assessed for, and due the late Republié of Myxas—Senate's-bill, 
with. repert irohaicommittec-on Fin alise. r On motion, was: passed 
to third reading. f - 5 o dfe 

"Mr. Fields moved: “to ‘take feam. the tahi la demotion, to Tecon- 
sider the vote passing the amendment ta tagienpstitation; carried: 

Question taken oa the motion. -fesecohsidey upon. which, ithe 
yeas and nays were galled for. . uult dapes 
. On motion.of Mre Whittlesey, Mr Dickson. was exeuged from 
attendance on.the House on account : Of: indisposition. -. EX 


n 
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On motion ef Mr. Gillet, Mr.-Crump of Austin, was extused 
from. attendance. on. the House.from indisposition, u 
;.ffhe?result of the-yeas atid: nays beimg told, resulted as follows: 
‘Yeas —Messys; . Bee, Clemetifs; Fratllin’ and Lewis—4, ; 

Nays-— Messrs. Speaker, "Bon Bogait, Bürney; “Charlton, 
Cloughi: Cochran; Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Hardeman’ ot Tvis: -Johinsoit,' Lloyd, NcNalr'y, Pace, Polk, 
Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selriáh, ‘Shaw, Shea; Smith. of Red 
River, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, cue Whitt lesey, 
Williams, Wilson and Wren—32. MET 2 

"The House refused, to reconsider. X hee Sa te. tine A 


‘A-bill to incarporate the Grand and Subordinate Danaea 
the Sons’ of ‘Temperance—Senate’s bill, with report fromzeommit- 
(ee Oh State Affairs. On motion, passed to third reading. . ` 

On motion ef Mr. Russell, a committee of Conference was ap- 
pointed ‘to’ act in’ conjunction with a fike committee on part of the 
Senate, on a substitute proposed by tite’ Senate to a joint resolu- 
tion authorizing the Governor to employ counsel to represent the 
State in the present session of: the, IE whereupon, 
the chair appointed. Messis,. Russell, Wilson and Smith of Red 
Riger, Said committee. . : 

VUE to provide for the, incorporation of charitable, peier: 
olént and scientific companies or societies—Senate’s bill—with 
report from committee on State Affairs. `- 2 

On motion. of Mr. Bogart, the - bill was read ; and, on motion 

was.referred to the Judiciary committee. ` 

A bill to be-entitled an act supplementary. to an act to incorpo- 

rate the Western ;'Texas Orphan Asylum, approved; March 16, 
1848 —Senate's bill, with report from committee on Education. 
On motion, passed to third reading. . 

` Án act. authorizing the county court of Red River county, 10 
have the records i in book’ A, B and ©; of probate records now ia 
the office of the clerk of said: county, transcribed, with-repor.: 
from Judiciary committee. On motion of Mr. Taylor, Was or 
dered to be. engrossed. . 

An act to regulate interest, with - report and amendments from 
Judiciary committee ; amendments adopted. On motion of - Mr. 
Wilson, ihe bill, as laid on. the table. 
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ing the conimittée to -enquire into the’ expediency: of ínereasing 
the fees of chief jüstices of the 'eounty courts ';- report adopted. 
A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the sale or gift of spirit. 
uous liquors to slaves, with report and amendments from Judi- 
ciary coramittee ; amendments adopted, | 
Mr. Franklin moved to strike out the last section ; carried. 
Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, moved to strike out the word 
“ive” whereyer it occurred ; lost. -` o .- — 
On motion of Mr. Runnels, the bill was laid on the table until 
to morrow: j 
_ A bill forthe relief of the heirs or legal representatives of 
Wm.H. Malone, deceased —Senate's bill, with report fromcommit- 
tce on Private Land Claims. On motion, passed to third reading. 


Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report : ' 


v» nox 


CommiTTEE Room, Jan. 11, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

. The committee on Enrolled Bills, have this duy transmitted 
to his. Excellency, the Governor of the State for his approval, the 
following bills, to wit: An act to apportion the Senators aud Re- 
presentatives of the Legislature among the several counties of this 
States in accordance with the requirements of the constitution ; 
joint resolution for the relief of Benjamin F. Fry ; joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of John Balch; also, a joint resolution for the 
relief of William Mockford : all of which is respectfully sub- 
mitted ; report accepted. 

A bill entitled an act to legalize certain head-right certificates 
issued by the county court of Refugio county, with report from 
Judiciary committee. On motion, was ordered to be engrossed. 

An act to prescribe the mode of returning process in certain 
cases, with report from Judiciary committee. On motion was 
ordered to be engrossed. l 

An act for the relief of Thomas Garner, assignee of Hiram 
H. Millicons; read second time. On motion was ordered to be 
engrossed. l , 

An act more particularly defining the boundaries of Hender- 
son county, with report from committee on County Boundaries. 
Or motion of Mr. Lott, was ordered to be engrossed. ; 

An act more partienlarly defining the boundaries of Van Zandt 

' county, with report from committee on County Boundaries. Or- 
motion of Mr. Lott, was ordered to be engrossed. ` 

An-act for the relief of B. C. Johnson, assignee of John F. 
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Stacey * read second iiie; On motion- of Mr. Smith of Red 
River, was ordered to be engrossed.- : dde ^ T 

A bill to.be entitled an act supplementary to an act to amend 
au act supplementary to an act to create and organize the eounty 
of Panula; read second time. On motion, was referred to com- 
mittee on’ County and County. Boundaries. Ce oe 

An act fo amend the 28th section of an act entitled an act to 
regulate proceedings in the district courts ; read second time. On. 
motion of Mr. Scott, was referred to the Judiciary committee. 

Joins resolution relative to the territory now occupied by the 
various tribes of Indians in this State; read second time. On 
motion.of Mr. Scott, was referred.to the committee on Indian 
Affairs. i à l 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Brown, deceased ;. 
read second time. On motion of Mr. Bryan, was referred to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. " 

A message was received from the Senate through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of a bil! originating in 
the House ; a bill to provide for holding an-election for the per- 
manent location of the seat of government of the State, with 
amendments from the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, an act authorizing and requiring the 
Comptroller to issue duplicates of certain tertificates, was taken 
up and read first time. On motion the rule was suspended, bill 
read second time ; on motion, was ordered to be engrossed. 

. On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read. 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, the House adjourned until half-past 
nine o'clock, to-morrow. p t 


Austin, January 12, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjotirnment—roll called —quorum 
present. : 

Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. — 

Mr. Hardeman of Travis, presented the petition of Christopher 
Tróutee ; referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Fields, chairmau of the Finance committee, made the fol- 
lowing report : i 
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COMMITTEE Room, Jan. 12, 1850, 
To the Hon. G. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Ropresentátives : : 

"The committee ou Finance have again, examined a bill for the 
relief of Wm: MeMasters, and return the same witha request 
that the following proviso be added at the end of the, bill; viz: 
Provided the settlement of said. MeMasters ‘indebtedness to the 
Republic or State of Texas bé made with the Comptroller by the 
Ist day of June next, with this amendment; the committée 
repeat their recommendation that the bill be passed. | 

Received to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of te committee .on Private’ Land 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Jerome B. Robert. 
Son, administrator of the estate of Henry B. Williams, deceàsed, 
reported a billfor the relief of the legal Tepresentati ves. of said 
Williams, and recommend its passage. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the telief: of the-Tegal represen- 
tatives of Henry B. Williams, deceased ; read first-time. 

- Also—Reported the following ou the joint resolution -for the 
relief of Avminto D. Allen, heir at law"of- Preston P. ‘Allen, de- 
ceased, that they have had said resolution before them, and find 
that the said Preston P. Allen was enrolled in Capt. Harolds 
company on the 26th of May, 1836; that he served a;touz in the 
army and was honorably discharged, that he took the oath of alle- 
giance to the Republic af Texas; before Judge B. C, Franklin on 
the 30th of November, 1836, apd: that. to the sitisfaetion of your 
committee, the said Araminto: D. Allen, is the; heir of said Pres- 
ton P. Allen, and therefore recommend the passage of the joint 
Tesolution ; also, 

-To whom was referred a joint resolution für the relief of Joseph 
Brenham, reported that the said Brenham eniigrated to the Re- 
public of Texas and entered the army asa private in Capt. Hen- 
derson’s company on the Sth day of July, 1836; and was after- 
wards commissioned Lieutenant, aud served in said army faith- 
fully until. the company was disbanded. Therefore, in view of 
the law granting to every volunteer who arrived in this Republie 
after the 2nd day of March, 1836, and before the 1st of August, 
1836, and has received or may. hereafterzeceive an honarable dis- 
charge, and has taken the oath prescribed by the constitution or 
who may have died, shall receive the quantity of land by this act 
secured to original colonist. The committee, therefore,-report the 
joint resolution back to the House, , and recbpamntt i its passage. 
! an of which were rectived, to come "Up among the. orders Lof 
the day. 
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Mr Charlton chairman. of the:committée on County aud Conn- 
ty Boundaries, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled ap act 
to jÓzeipoyáte the county-df Ellis, reported a substitute for the 
original bill, and recommend its passage: «sso i 

Received. ta come Ap among the orders. of the day. 

Mr: Russell, fropithe committee on € laims and, Accounts; to 
whom was referred ajoiat resolution to provide fer the payment 
of translating the luws ofthe Lst, and 2d.sessions.of Ahe Legisla~ 
ture into German, and for, printing she same; reportett.the same 
back. to “the, House . with, an. amendment, and recommend it& 
passage. ONES CE i ES 

- Received, to-come-up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ment, to whom was.referred a bi}l.declaring Bear Creek in Sabine 
county a navigable stream, reported the same back to the Hopse 
vithont amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the cqmmittee on Engrosseg: 
Bills, reported the, following bills correctly engrossed, viz: 

Aibill to be entitled an, act to .extend the jurisdiction of the 
county of Medina for certain purposes; also, ; 

A bill authorizing the Galveston city company to change the. 
plan. of a certain block of lots i in the.city of Galveston, aud au- 
thopiziug the city and county authorities to use one of the. public 
squares of said. ity for city and. cogntv buildings ; ‘also, .. " 

A bill lezaliziug and confirming the marriage 2 of Wil iliam Pear- 
son and Elizabeth . Ogle g; algo, 

A bill for the aclief of Daziel Baggett; also, 

A bill for the relief of George Washington Sheek ; ; also, 

A bill entitled an act to amend.an act to incorporate the city of 
a rdoches, approved March 16th, 1848 ; 5 also, 

ill entitled an act for the relief. gt- As Balleuill ; also, 

Eus resolution, for. ib: gelief of. Wm. Arnold, deceased; also 

A joint resolution for the relief"of Samuel C. Donelass ; a SQ, 

Agoint. resolniign. for the eli lief of the. heirs of Robert Earl, 

deceased. ; also. 

A Jointtesolation making. an ‘appropriation for the purchase òf 
books for thé use of the Su preme Court.. . Report abcepted. 

Mr. Lewis. from the committee on State Affairs, to whom Wag 
referred a resolution to inquire into thé propriety of creating tha 
office of State translator, poog a bill for that, purpose, and pe. 
commend.its.pnssage, , 

A bill to be. entitle ed. lan E to. Greate: ‘the os ae State T'rans- 

lator, read first, üme, ^ ee net " B 

Received to come up among the ordersof tha P ra oe 
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*« Myr: Williams from the eoriniittee on'Pübl ic iBebt,: reported. the 


following v » ~ T DH 3 & t FE DN £52 ZI ont 
| Comm TREE: Rose January ‘12, 1830: - ; 
To the Hon. C. G. Kernan, ^ -: eue 0 t I, 


Speaker of tte House of ‘Representatives’ a 

The committee on” thé Public Debt, to whom as referred a 
resdlution for the relief of Charles Moratin, have'had the. samë 
thder consideration, and fiid -upon dxamination iti the Comp- 
frolléir's office, that a Gertificate-issned tfo- Robert Rosc i is in a sim. 
ilar situation, and requires the like rélief; and that itis but equi- 
table to grant the sane; the committee have therefore instructed, 
me to report a substitute embracing each Case, and seeominend 
its passage. 

- Received tó:come up among the órders of the’ ‘day. 

'T'hé conimittee-of Confereticé made ‘the following report : 

CommriTree Room, Janüary lith, 1850. 
To: the Hor C. G. KEENAN, . ' 
Speaker. of the House of Representatives : 

The committee of Conference, to whom was referred the bills 
relative to the appointment by the Governor of counsel to repre- 
sent the interests of the State, during the vacancy of the office 
of Attorney General, have’met and agreed to recommend a gub- 
stitute for said bill, and have instructed us to report the result of 
said conference to ihe Senate-and the House, aud-ask their cón- 
currence in said reconsideration, 

: A. H. PHILLIPS, 


Chairman on the part of the ‘Senate. 
“Wm. j. RUSSELL, 
Chairman on the part of the House. 
Question on the adoption of the substitute, upou which the 
yeas and tiays were called for, and restilted as follows : 
Yeas--Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton; Clerients, 
Cochran, Dickson, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Holland, 
Johnson, Jowers, "Lloyd; ‘Lott, McKinney, McNiity, Pate, Poll, 


— 


3 


: Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, "Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith 


of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, 
Wilson and Wiufield —34. 
Nays—Messis. Bée, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman’ of Tras, 
Tarrant and "'arver--6. | i 
` So the substitute was adopted. . 
On motion of Mr. Tarver, Mr. Smith. of, -Red ‘iver, Waser 
cused from atterfdance on the House. utitil Mond ‘ext.’ l 
On motion of Mr, Tarver, Mr. Wilson was éxénsed from at:’ 
tendance on théUiise for one day, ^-^ pha rp fey con cdl 
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; On motion of Mr. Bogart, he-business on the Speaker's table; 
and. orders of the day were t ken.up,. "m 

A bill to be entitled an. act to, provide for holding ap -election 
for the permanent location of the seat. of. goxérüment of Texas, 
with amendments from the Senate ; Ast. and 3d amendments, con- 
eurred in ; 2d àmendment, the House. refused: to. cCORCUE In. ' 

Joint resolutions on slavery, which were made the special or; 
der.forto-day (Saturday the 12th iust.) were taken up. 

r. Runnels moved the joint resolution be iaid on the table 
until Wednesday next, the 16th inst, u upon which the yeas and 
nays were called for. 

Mr. Bryan moved a call of the House ; carried: 

Roll called, and à full Bouse being in attendance, on motion 
the call was suspended, 

The yeas and nays on the postponement were: 

Yeas—-Messrs, Speaker, Burney, Charlton, Clough, Dickson, 
Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, 


McNairy, Pace, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Sterne, 


Stewart, Taylor, Whittlesey and W ren — 23. 

Nays— Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Cochran, Crump 
of Austin, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Holland, Lewis, 
McKinney, Polk, Reynolds, Shea, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Tar- 
rant, Tarver, Williams and Winfield-—21. 

So the resolutions were laid on the table umil Wednesday 
next, the 16th inst. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, - the House adjourned until Mon- 
day morning, lal£past nine o'clock, 


Austin, January 14, 1560. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—rolt called-—quornm 
present, . 

Journal of Saturday last, read and adopted. 

Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County and Conn- 
ty Boundaries, made the following report: — 

CoMMITTEE Room, Jan. 14th, 1830. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : ' 

The committee on County and County Boundaries, have had 
nder cótisideration an'act to dfnend tha first section of ai» net-én- 
titled an act to create the county of Anderson, approved Mareh 
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£415, A: D. 18165 also, a Lif shpplemibutaty ty: afi’ fet to &tiend 
an act supplementary to qn a8Ptó create atid oPatitrize? die ein ity 
of Panola antoi} of Whe daintittéd Parier itf Opinion, 
instrübt Meto report the bif back! to the PivardDte 'eolstderation 
of the Horse, and'fedpéetfelly fécomaidh their passages ^ 77 
dE and bills rétived, ^to come üp aing thé otderg of 
the day. ^ «397 7€ ` nm 23 à a7 LE 
Mr. Tas tons of the committee on Claims “and Accounts, 
made thé following report: Se ee wa 
pes 1 . C€owmurrrEzR Boos, Jan: 14; 'Yi50: * 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, ee te hoe D 
Speaker of thè! Fouse of Reprosentütives >" 
. The committee on Claims atid Aceounts, t¢ whem was referred 
a Senate’s bill requiring the Comptroller tö dudit ihe ‘claim of 
Fernando de Leon, for cattleshorses and mutes, ‘farnished’ the 
army of "Téxas in thé year 1836 aiid’1886, havé had the-same 
under consideration, and have earéfull y examined all the evidence 
addueed in support of said claim, and to what extent the allega- 
tions set forth in the-petition-i¥ sn ported hy the testimony, that 
he was a citizen of ‘Texas far mih eens previons to ‘fhe févólu- 
tion, and that at the cotimencemetit af the revolution hé'was the’ 
owner of a large stock of hérses; mules and ‘cattle! WhidH Awas 
taken and used by the army of "Fesási It is dlso^Showrn ji évi- 
dence, that thé stock $o taken and tised was necessary to the sub- 
sisteuce of the army, Jt is also alleged and supported liy the fest- 
imony, thatin 1836, when the riy: was onthe Guaddlwpe, he, 
the petitioner, was burried off of his pretvises -by Grder'ef the 
commanding General, and placed on board a vessel to take pas- 
sage to New Orleans, thereby depriving him of auy possible op- 
portunity to exercise any care or control over any portion of his 
property ; all of which was taken charge of by the army and ap- 


ue AS 


. plied to itg use and benefit, aud for which he has received tio re- 


‘turn to thisday. “Your committee are ofopinion,that while they 
believe the governtinent nfssaeRépubli¢ should, be responsible for 
every article of property which was taken and used by the:ariny, 
proper proof being made of the ‘fact, théy fpel.-free 4o. say, that 
this clatm hasangrits. peeriliar to itself,.as thers is wot within the 
knowledge of your committee a-gase:paraliel to this ig the whole 
histerg of the, revolutions tyour, committee therefore, have unan- 
imously instructed me to report the kill -baaltta the: Hoge with- 
out amendments, and \respecthalhy necommend.itAo the favorable 
consideration of thesfqusee ^ iis ye trus tee 

Report and,bill received; ta gome np among: the, onders-of the 
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Mr. ‘Lewis introduiced"an act dör the relief of George "f. How- 
ard ahd ‘Duncan! Ogden';-read~ first time. “Oh tndtion, öt Mr., 
‘Lewis, the rule was ~ suspended, bili “read second: time ; atid; on 
motion Was retérrdd tò tHe: eomrhíttee-on Publié Debt. vise sd 

Mr. ‘Tarrant offered -iHe following resolution >) “be 6 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary. be: respectful- 
ly requested to report back to ‘the House thé bill for the relicf of 
the'settlers in Mercer’s* colony: as -sodh as practicable; adopted. 

Mr. Wren introduced an act for the discharge of the public 


debt; read first time’ "On motion ‘of Mr. Wren, the rule was. 


suspended and bill read sécortd time's and, on ‘motion, ^vas refer- 
red to the committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Bee introduced. a bill to, be’ entitled an act to incorporate 
the South-western Texas Railroad Company; read firsttime: On 
motion of Mr. Bee, the rule was suspended, bill read second lime; 
ad on motion, was refer red to the committee on internal Tm- 
proveniénts. zu A NM 

Mr. Bogart introduced a bill to be entitled an, act requiring the 
Conithissioner of ‘the General Land Office to » isshé'a*head Tight, 
ceitificate for-ond-league-and labor of. Idid to Anfbrose Hilburn ; E 
read first time. E 

- Mre Williams introduced a billito! be ade an act di rovide 
for'anditing the élaims of thé volunteers called: ont fll dun JY 
Brigadier General Tarrant, in a campaigu againstthe I ülis o 
the 1 upper Trinity- read ‘first time. | Où T thation of Mi Wil Halos, 
the rule: was suspended, and bill read secóndt tité, and, on muon, 
was referred to the committee on Public, Debt" ven iW 

iA message- Was received from the’Sendte, ‘inl fornttng thé "Mise 
of the passage of thé séveral bills originating m the Beni 

“4A bil[to:imend'the 3d section of an act provee Tor tHe s 
fer-of thé feeotds ‘of administrators: to new'totinties;! URS 
13th May, 1846; 


> Acbill ta horn fian Dunt court of Jasper c tint, d hive 
levied and collected a special county tax to'be ro 284 ive 
ly:to the-erectéon of a:jail~and court honse for sdid ood ifs 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legál Tepreseutitivés: i 
Williaa Wallace, whoisell at Gollad; ^ ' : ++ vi is" Duden 


An act for the relief of WK: Matos ox gt b ELS n en 

Óifoitit vesoltition gránting ait-aunuity'tá- Divid E Weth y Deftis, 
Kraatz and Joseph "Levens; 

"Joiàt résolution : attbérizing alid réquinmig thé ^ Citimieslobo: 


of tlie General Lahi Office to issue a’ cortificate'ts J? H. Siligle- 
‘ton, for one third of a league-ef land. 
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Joint resolation granting the right. of. way ta the United States 
for a railroad to the Pacific Ocean ; also, a- joint resolution for . 
the relief of John W. Little. 

Mr. Burney introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the, relief 
of the heirs and legal representatives of Charles Martin, deceas- 
ed ; read first time, 

Mr. Tarver introduced a bill to be entitled an act to provide for 


, the payment of the debt of the late Republic of Toren] read 


first time. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and, on motion, was referred to the committee on 
Püb!ie Debt. 

Mr. Tarver introduced a.bill to be entitled an act to regulate 
the change of venue for the trial of shits in the Distriet Courts ; A 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time, and, on motion, was referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. > 

Mr. Shea introduced a bill to be entitled an act granting a char-. 
ter under the name of the Harrisburg, Brazos and, RIDE Rail- 
way Company ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Shea, the rule was suspended, and bill read 
second time, and, on motion, was referred to the conunittee on 
Internal Improvemen ts. 

Mr. ‘Tarver presented the petition of W. Y. McFarland, pray- 
ing for relief. Om motion, was referred to. the comme on 
Claims and Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the House proceeded to the or- 
ders of the day, and the business on the Speaker's table. > + 

A joint resolution making an appropriation for the purchase of 


books for the use af the Supreme Court ; read third time and 
passed. 


Joint resolution for the relief of Robert Earl, deceased ;. read 
third time and passed. 


Joint resolution for the relief of Samuel C. Douglass ; read: 
third time and passed. "E 


Joint resolution for the relief of the. heirs of William Arnold, 
deceased ; read third time and passed. ', 


-A bill E be entitled an act for the test of A. Bodens uud 
third time and passed. i 


A bill to be entitled: an act-to cd an act to incorporate m 


city of Nacogdoches; approyed 1 Morga 16, 1848 ; Hen vade cis 
and passed. 


Cd 
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A.bill to be-entitled ait act for the reliéf óf Geoige" Washirigton 
Sheek t; read third time and passed. 

^ A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Berry W. Perkins ; 
read third time and passed. —— 

A bill to bie entitled an act for tlie relief of Uzziel Baggett ; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to Be entitled an act legalizing and confirming thé: mar- 
riage of William Pearson and Blizabeth Ogle ; read third time 
and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Galveston City 
Company to change the plan of a certain block of lots in the city 
of Galveston, and. authorizing the city and county authorities to 
use one of the public squares of said city for city and county 
buildings ; read third time and passed. 

“A bill to be entitled an act to extend the jurisdiction of the 


county of Medina for certain purposes; read third time and passed. 


i Joint resolution providing for surveying-a certain quantity of 
University land ; read, and on motion of Mr. Taylor, laid on the 
table until half- -past three o 'elock, p. m. 

CONFERENCE Room, January: 14, 1850. 

To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 207 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee of Conference, to whom was referred the 
amendments.of the House of Representatives to a bill to regulate - 
„Ferries, in which amendments the Senate refuses to concur, ; have 
met and agreed to recommend that the House recede from iis — * 
amendments. All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Signed, J. B. ROBERTSON, - 
. On the part of the Senate. 
l R, E. CLEMENTS, 


‘On the part of the House. 

| Received to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Stapp offered the following resolution : 

Resolved; That this House will entertain and dispose of the 
busihess.on the Speaker's table in the following order: First, 
all bills of a general nature in the order in which they are num- 
bered. Second, all bills of a private nature in the order they- are 
numbered; and: that it shall be the duty of the clerk to place’ the 
business.on the.Speaker's table as abova directed. : 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. | 

"A will to be entitled an act for the relief of. B. H. Grisham ; 
read third time and passed’: >` 

-A bilb to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to organize 
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the county of Upshur, approved Taunay 128, 4848; rend third 
time and passed. 

A bill tøbe: entitled an act for the re lief ae John R. (Baker ; ; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of Gon, Momuenn 
Hunt; read third time and passed, | vp 

Joint resolution for. the relief of. Jehn. Hobson; ES third 
time and passed. r ee ee 

Mr. Bryan offered the fol llowing resolution : | : 

` Resolved, That th- Judiciary committee réport Back to tlie 
House on or befcve Wednesday next, the bill entitled ail'act to 
quiet land titles iii certain portions of 4He State, and in certai " 
coloities therein named ; read’ and adopted. ; 

Joint resolution for thie relief of Jaliies, 8. Patielsan " ‘ead 
third time and passed! 


A bill to, be entitled, ; an act to remove the, land office of ‘the Mi- 
lam Land District: from Burleson county, to Cameron in Mijan 


county ; read third time and passed... at. 221 5 
Á. bil tà locate thé seat of justice of Cook county ; i read third 
time and passed. kw o d Ah 


On motion of Mr. Wren, the bil? to regülaie Eius was ta- 
ken from the table amd:placed among thetorders ofthe dav... 

. On motign of Mrs Tarrant, «a réconsideration‘of this: vote'pre- 
viously had, on the resolution requiring the Judiciary committee, 
to report back to the House, the bill for. the relief of the settlers 
in Mercer’s colony. On motion of Mr. Lott the shame wasiamend: 
ed so as: tọ read “on to-morrow morning,” and, on further motion, 
the resolution was adopted. 

À bill for the relief ofthe heirs or legal representatives of Wm. 
H. Malone, decéased; read third time and passed. 

A bito be entitled ain act to incorporate the countv of Ellis, 
with a substitute offered .by . edamittee ; ‘substitute adopted dnd 
bill ordered to be engrossed. -© » rọ if (feb ui 

Joint resolution for-the relief of Charles Moin ‘and: Robert 
Rose, with substitute" by foptnudes s 7 sùbstitute SE and ball 


ordered to be engrossed. tox 
A. bill to: be entitled an act to T the ates of: State Tine: 
lator; read. second tine, and ordered to be engrossed. -. oor 


A bill 'to declare Bear- Creek, in! Sabine colinty; a mri 
stream; read second time and passed td-third r eading. Pepe 

A bill for thé’ relief of the legal represelitatives ' o£. Henry 
Williams, deceased; read second time and ordered to be énentoss a 

_A-bill forthe relief ofi: Mmi. Mc Masters, tate: Sherif of Brhzo: 
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ri& county, with amendments from committee; amendment adopt: 
ed, and: bill órdered to be.engrossed. 
Joint resolntion for the.relief of Araminto Allen, heir at law 
of Preston. P. Allen, «late soldier in the arnry~of 'Fexas; read 
second time and ordered to be engrossed. 
Joint. resolution for the relief of Joseph Branham ; read serond 
time and ordered to'be engrossed. `. 
Mr. Holland, by leave, offered the following resolution: : 
‘Resolved, Thatthe Finance comhiittee are ‘hereby respectfully 
requested to report, on or before Wednesday next, the bill revis- 
ing or amending the. assessment law, as contemplated u under a 
resolution adopted by this House some ume ago. . - 
Read, arid, om motion of Mr. Jowers, laid on the table 
Joint resolntion to provide for the payment of translating the 
laws of the first and second sessions of the Legislature into Ger- 
man, and for printing the saine, with amendment offered by the 
committder amendment adopted and bill ordered to be- engrossed, 
i Ay bill sinpplementary to an-act regulating appeals to the Sa- 
preme Court in. criminal -cases,” approved May 13, A. D. 1846 ; 
read. third time and assed. B 
2 Atbill'su pplementary toan act definiiiw the duties and office of 
constables, approved: May 12, 1846; read third time and passed. 
A bil to provide for the collection of the uncollected taxes as- 
essed. for‘and due the tate Republic of Texas; read third time 
and passed. .: 
A, bill to be:entitled an act supplementary to an act to incar- 
porate the Westeni Texas’ Orphan Asylum, approved March 16, 
S t 
vA bill to incorporate the Grand and subordinate. Divisions of 
` the Sons of Temperatioe read third time and passed. a 
JÀ bill for the tefief of Samuel G. Norvell, with amendments 
fronr cémmiittess aniaodments adopted, -bill read ‘second time and 
pdssed tothirdimeadime, " 5o Uu wa 65 TELE 
- Om motion of Mr. Cochran, the House adjourned until three 
o'eoek, p.m. 7. | LE 
' 3w'cLocx, P. M. 
^ cEbouse metiparsuatt: to “adjdurnment—toli called --quortim 
presenti... seri s ot Fe 
‘Mr. Clough, -ehairman of the commitlee: on State Attairs, made 
the: following: reporti: oa i 070007 
spot ee Laid e c (9 ODNMPPTEDEE: Room; January 14,21850. - 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Oean > 7 Speaker of: tiè Elouse of Representatives : 
The committee on Affairsof State; to whom was referred a 
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johti resolution for the relief of the estate of Lieut. Lansing, de- 
ceased, have examiued the bill, and a majority of the committee 
instruct me to réport, that they are fully satisfied that the ehrarges 
preferred against the said Lansing were not well founded, and 
they most cheerfully recommend that the accusation ibe with- 
drawn; further they do not feel authorized to report, and they 
beg to submit the resolution back to.the House far their consid. 
eration, and ask to be discharged from any further actioni ~. 

‘Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the Totong report : 

CoMwwirTEE Room, Ja. 14, 1850, 
To the Hon. C. a. KEENAN, > ; | 
Speaker. af the House of FHepredentotides ; i 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill .to bé 
entitled an act for the relief of Richard B. Jarman; a-bill to be 
entitled an act to remove fromthe possession of the county cleric 
of Webb conutygall books, papers, documents, and athér proper 
ty belonging, or any way eae to .the-cily of Liredo, to 
the city council: : à bill tarhe-entitled an act for the relief of Amos 
Morril ; a bill to be entitled'an act ta authorize John J. Grumbles 
and Lyman Tarbox to 4stablish a ferry en the Colorado river ; 
a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the ‘Comptroller to-issue 
duplicates of certain certificates; a bill to be entitled an act to 
prescribe the mode of returning process in certain cases; a ‘bill 
to. be entitled an act for.the relief of B, C. Johnson, 'assiknee. of 
John F.Stacev ; a bill to be-entitled an act for the relief of Thos. 
"Garner, assignee of Hiram. EL. Millieons ; a bill-to be entitled an , 
act for the relief of Martha McBride and: Margarét ‘Garnett ; a 
bill to be entitled an act more particularly defining the bounda- 
ries of Henderson county ; a bill to be entitled an ait to: jeguliae 
certain head-right certificates issued by the: county: court bf- 
fugio county; a hill to be entitled: dn áet for the relief. of the 
heirs at law of Joseph Thompson, and find the same correctly 
engrossed. Report accepted. 

“Joint resolution requirigg all the taxes, coming.to the State 
from the people of Jasper county for the year 1850, excepting 
the ten. per cent.'reserved for educational purposes, to be appro- 
priated to the building of a courthouse and jail for:said eoiinty-— 
Senáte's bill, with report fram committee on Finance ; report 


adopted. sr oe, d 
Gn motion of Mr. Bogart, dheyointrosolutión suus placed among 
the-orders of the day for tO4mOTYQNT, - ute peni 


539. 


A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 64th seetion of an act 
entitled'au act.to orgatiize justices’ courts,-and to define the pow- 
ers and jurisdiction of the same, approved March. 20th, 1848, 
with report from committee on the Judieiarg--xeport adopted... 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act concerning pro- 
ceedings in ithe district courts, approved March.16th, 1848, with 
report from J udiciary committee ; ; report adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prescribe the duties of public 
millers, with report from Judiciary committee ; report adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to emancipate certain slaves therein 
Hamed, with report from Judiciary committee ; report adopted. 

Report of Judiciary committee on ‘a resolution relative to 
pee or raising any - head-right land certificate, éc.; report 
adopte 

‘An det to authorize judges of the district courts to hold special 
terms of the district courts, with report frem the Judiciary com- 
mittee. ` 

On motion.of Mr. Franklin, was ordered to be engrossed. 

‘Report of Judiciary committee on. the petition of Joseph F. 
Siosith ; ; report aecepted and petition rejected. 

An act to incorporate the Texas Moñumental Cothmittee, with: 
report fron: Committee on State Affairs; on motion, passed! to 
third reading. : 

A bill to be entitled an act to: provide for the apportionment of 
the eld debt of Harrison ‘county among the cohrities of Harrison 
AE and Panola, with report from the committer: om Strate 

airs 

"Ow motion of: Mr. Clough, was ordered to be —— a 


A mëssage was received froni the Sehate, throngh inet Seere- 
ry, informing the House that the Senate insist ù pon Weir amend! 
ment to a bill to be entitled an act'to fo provigie io r holding an eJec- 
tion‘ for thé permanent, location of the seat of Toveri néni éf the 
State, and that Messrs, Van ‘Derlip, Grimes and Brashear Were 
appomted a eom mittee‘ of Conference oh the part of the Séhate, 
and desiré'a like’ committeé on the part ot the House.’ : 

A bill, for thè relief of the heirs of Patsey Lewis, dicens 
Setiate’s Bill; read second (img. 


„On motion e Mr. Charlton, the. bil] was. € by its dapiten ; : 
and, on motion, was refersed to the. dunt on in ‘Land 
Claims. XD jj wa | = 


ia 


» An. act to. iE. and require the Cortmaigsionet “of the'Gén- 
eral Band Office to dasue wcertifiéote te Wiley Marshall fot d 
acres of land—Senate’s bill. 
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-Ou motion of Mr, Taylor, was tead by its é&ption ; atid, on. 
motion, was referred to.the committee on’ Private Land: Claims. 

A bill to be entitled ancact supplementary to an act. creating 
fees of office, approved March 2Uth, 1848—Senate’s bill 5° dead 
second time. 

On mation of Mr. Tarver, was referred to the Judiciary « conti- 
mittee. UK ge, doe 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate interest, Nh: substitute 
from Jndieiary committee ; substitnte adopted. — ^ 2.7 o Fi 

On motion of. Mr. Lott, was ordered to'be éngrossed 

Au act to itrcorporate the Geudalupe Bridge’ Company read 


second time. Latt uit 
On motion of Mr. Stewart, was referred to the cotimitte&»on 
Roads, Ferries and Bridges. E aN 


-An act to declare John James Elliott the legitimate child of 
William Elliott and Polly Elliott, of the county of d read 
second time. 

On' motion of Mr. Sterne, was ordered to be engrossed, ^ 

Joint resolution. making provisions for ‘surveying à certain 
quantity of University lands, which was made the SS order. 
fer hal£past 3-o%clock, p: m. y read third time. : : 

The yeas:aud nays being called for on its fital passage; at 
‘ed as follows: 

Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Charlton, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Crump of B., Gillet, Holland, Johnson, Lloyd, 
Lott, McNairy, Pace, Shea, Smith ‘of 3 „Stapp, Taylor, W hile 
sey, Williams, Winfield and Wren—23. 

Nays: Messrs, Bryan, Grop ofA- Frankly, Hardeman ah’, 
Hardeman of T., McKinney, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Smith: of 
R. R., Sterne, "l'arfant and ‘Varver—14. B ine a 

So the joint resolution passed... 5 a 

A bill to prescribe the times, of holding the disti spuris in 
the 8th and 9th judicial districts ; read second tHe, quon 
' On. motion of Mr. Tarrant; the “bill was read by. its caption, 
and, on motion, was referred tó the Judiciary cities 

On motion of "Mr. ‘Taylor, the vote taken on a "bill entit] ibd; an 
áct to authorize judges of ‘the district’ ‘courts to hold’ special lenms 
of the district courts, was reconsidered. 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend, by inserting the word “utiavoid- 
able ” before the word-* cause”: ; adopted, - a 

On motion of Mr. Holland, was ordered to be — 

. Repoft of the Judiciary committee on a joint.resolution. rela- 
tive to-the Governor. making temporary sc pease rah 
Vacancies. -&c. eo Cw a Hqpoba teen 
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Question on the adoption of the report, upon which the yeas 
and nays were called for and.resulted as follows : 


Yeas: Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clough, Crump of A., 


Crump of B., Franklin, Gillet, Hardemanof N., Hardeman of 


. T., Holland, McKinney, Pace, Polk, Runnels, Smith of R. R., 


Tarrant, Tarver, Williams, Winfield and Wren— 21. 

Nays: Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, Dickson, 
Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith of $., 
Stapp, Sterne, Taylor and Wilson—17. - MN 

So the report was adopted. 

“Report of the Judiciary committee on resolution to enquire 
into the propriety of so amending the existing laws as to give to 
parties the right of having suits, where;they are defendants, re- 
moved to the county of their residence, &c. ; report adopted. 

An act for the relief of Mason W. Cope, with substitate from 
committee on Private Land Claims ; substitute adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Selman, was ordered to be engrossed. 

An act for the relief of Francis L. Merriweather and ‘Peter P. 
Harding ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Clough, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 4th section of an act 
for the regulation of Pilots at the mouth of the Brazos River, 
approved March 18, 1848; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, was referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the distribution of 
the digest now in preparation by O. C. Hartley, Esq. ; read se- 


3 


. cond time. . 


Mr. Bogart moved that the blank be filled with 11, (eleven). 

Mr. Hardeman of T. moved to amend the amendment, by in- 
serting “ fifteen (15)" in the blank. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the bill and amendments were re- 
ferred to the committee on State Affairs. 

An act to authorize J. H. Beck to plead and have allowed cer- 
tain offset in certain cases ; read seeond time. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, was ordered to be engrossed. 

An act'to create the county of Uvalde ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill was read by its caption, and, 
on motion, was referred to the committee on Connty Boundaries. 

A bill to divide the State of Texas into two Supreme Court 
Districts. Question pending— o l 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House adjourned until half-past 
nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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- Austin, January 15, 1850.. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. * 

Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. ENT 

A message was received from the Senate through their Secre- 


tary, informing the House of the passage of the following bills 


originating in the Senate : 

Àn aet to establish the La Salle and El Paso Railway Company; 

Joint Resolution authorizing the clerk of the county court of 
Austin county, torecord all the proceedings of the Alcalde courts, 
which may at this time be fonnd iu his office ; j 

A bill to reserve to every head of a family ‘certain property, 
and to exempt the same from forced sale under execution or 


_ otherwise ; 


A bill for the relief of the heirs and Jegal representatives of 
John C. Ogden ; 

A bill for the relief of James Hall, administrator of Richard 
Hall, deceased ; 

A bill requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
to issue a certificate of one third of a league of land, to the heirs 
of Montgomery Baxter ; 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, to issue a head-right certificate to Guy M. Bryan; 

A bill for the benefit of the heirs of James Ury, deceased. 

Also, the following bills originating in the House: 

Joint Resolution relative to extending the jurisdiction of the 
State of Texas, over the south half of a certain portion of Red 
River; 

A bill to provide for the enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
State of Texas, for the year 1851. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, made the 


following report : 


To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
originating in the House, entitled an act to secure to all citizens 


within the limits of the Colony grants to Mercer and others, and 


his associates commonly known as Mercer’s Colony, the land to 


"which they are entitled as colonists; as also the bill originating 


in the Senate, entitled anact for the relief ofthe citizens of Mercer's 
colony, in compliance with the resolution of the House, adopted on 
the 14th of January, that the Judiciary committee be respectfully 
requested to report back to the House, the bill for the relief of the 
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Ss 
settlers in Mercer's colony on to-morrow morning ; instruct me 
to return the bills as referred to the House, and t» report neither 
for nor against the bills, as your. committee have not examined 
the subject as fully asthey desired in reference to the parties, and 
the relief which should be'granted. E 
Read and received, to come up among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Bryan, chairmain of the committee on Education, made 
the following report: - 
To the. Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 
The committee on Education have instructed me to report back 
. to the House, the bills referred to them on the establishment of 
Free Public Schools, and recommend. a substitute prepared by 
order of the committee, 

Received to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report : SU 
To the Hon: C. G. Kernan, i 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act, requiring the election of County Treasurers 
by the people, have had the same under consideration, and' in- 
struct me to report the billto the ROO and. recommend | its 
passage. 

Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Crump of Bexar, chairman’ of the committee on Public 
Debt, made the following report : ` 

COMMITTEE Room, January 14, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. QG. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives :' 

Sir:—I am instructed by the committee on Publie Debt, to 
whom was referred the petition of George T. Howard and Dan- 
ean C. Ogden, to report that-they have investigated the claim and 
find the said Howard & Ogden are justly entitled to the sum of 
$12,319 44 cents, for supplies furnished the Texas government 
in the year 1841. 

Your committee look upon the above claim as one possessing 
peculiar merits, as it was property.advanced to the Texas govern- 
ment; and would therefore recommend the accompanying | bill for 
the relief of said parties : 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of George d. Howard 
and Duncan C. Ogden; read first time. 

Report and bil received, to come: up among the orders F the 


day. . R 
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Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
made the following reports: : 
CowMrTTEE Room, January 15, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. Q. Keenan, : 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

‘The cammittee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
an act authorizing the Commissioner ofthe General Land Office 
to issue a certificate for two-thirds ofa league and a labor of land 
to the heirs of A. Dixon, have had the same under consideration 
and have instructed me to report the same back to the House, and 
recommend its passage. 

Report and bill received, to, come up with the orders of the day. 

CowMrTTEE Room, January 15, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, S 
_ Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims,to whom was referred 
the petition of William Balentine and others, have examined the 
same and instrueted me to report the accompanying joint resolu- 
tion, and recommend its passage: 

Joint Resolution for:the reef of the heirs of R. W. Balentine; 
read first. time. 

Report and joint resolution received, to come up with the or- 
ders of the day. l l 
ComMITTEE Room, January 15, 1550. 
To the Hoh. C. G. KEENAN, 

— Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
the petitions of Christopher-Troute, have had the same under 
consideraticn and find that the said Troute served inthe army 
of the Republic for the term of three years, that while on detach- 
ed service under the command of Lieut. Lewis, in an engagement 
with the Camanche Indians, he received a wound which has 
rendered him.permanently disabled ; and that he has a large and 
helpless family entirely dependant upon him for support. 

The committee further state that they have examined the claim 
of R. M. Davis, and find that he has ever served his country in 
time of danger; that in the battle of the Salado, in 1842, he re- 
ceivéd a wound which has rendered him permanently disabled, 
depriving him entirely of the use of one arm; that he has a large 
family, and that he has never received-one foot of land in Tex- 


as; your committee thereforé:in view of these facts do not'hes- 


itate to say that their claims are worthy of a favorable consider- 
ation, and have instructed me to report for their relief the accom- 
panying joint resolution ; and ask the passage of the same. 
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Joint Resolution for the relief of Christopher eeu and R. 
M. Davis; read first time. . 
Report and joint resolution received, to come up among the oT- 
ders of the day. 
Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries, made the following report : 
` : CommıTTEE Room, January 15, 1850. . 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on County and County Boundaries, to whom 


was referred a bill creating the county of Wade, have had the - 


same under consideration, and instructed me to report the bill 
back to the House without amendment, and recommend its passage. 
Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 
day. 
Mr, Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made, the following report: 


CommrrreEe Room, January 15, 1850. 


Yo the Hon. C, G. Keenan, 
‘Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act, more particularly ERE tlie boundaries of 
Van Zandt county ; : 
Also, a bill to be entitled an act authorizing g. Joseph H. Beck, to 
plead and be allowed cer tain off-sets in certain eases therein men- 


tioned ; 
Also, a bill to be ariel an act for the relief of Mason W. 


Cope 
A a hill to be entitled an act for the relief of Francis Merri- 
wether and Peter P. Harding ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to declare John James Elliott 
the legitimate child of William Elliott and Polly Elliott, of the 

county of Rusk; . 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act authorizing the county Court 
of Red River county, to have the records in books A, B and C, 
of Probate records, now in the office of the clerk of said coquty, 
transcribed ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act fo incorporate the county of: 
Ellis; and found the same correctly engrossed. 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on, . Enrolled Bills, 
made the following repost ;, ` 


wt 
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CowwrrTEE Room, January 15, 1850, 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
i . Npeaker of the House of Representatives ;, 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow- 
ing acts and joint resolutions, viz : 

An act to secure to all acttal settlers within the limits of the 
colony granted to Peters and others, commonly known as Peters’ 
colony, the lands to which they are entitled as colonists ; 

An act for the relief. of Washington H. Secrest ; 

An act to restore lands sold for Taxes and purchased by the 
State, to the former owners ; 


An act making an appropriation for the pro rata pay of Thomas: 


P. Anderson, deceased, surgeon in the Navy of the late Republic 
of Texas; | 

An act making additional appropriations of lands for the pur- 
pose of education ; 

An aet to authorize the Governor to employ counsel to repre- 
sent the State in certain cases; : 

Joint resolution instructing our Representatives in Congress, 
to use their efforts to obtain an appropriation for the improvement 
of the navigation on our South-western coast; — ' ’ 

Joint resolution to procure the passage of a law by the Con- 

ress of the United States, granting Pensions to certain persons 


who suffered in the Texas revolution, or to their indigent widows. 


and children ; and found the same correctly enrolled, and having 
been signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
President of the Senate, were this day presented to his Excellen- 
ey the Governor, for his approval. 
Report accepted. 
Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following reports : 
CoMMITTEE Room, January 15, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of ihe House of Representatives : 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an act 
to amend the 28th section of an act entitled an act to regulate 
proceedings in the District Courts, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and instruct me to report the act back to the House, 
and recommend its passage. 
Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 
CouMrrTEE Room, January 15, 1850. 
To the Hen. C. G. KEENAN, ; * 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the pe- 
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‘tition of sundry citizens of the town of Rusk, praying that an 
act might be passed incorporating said town, have examined tue 
petition and the bill accompanying the same, and instruct me to 
report the bill to the House as referred to.them, and recommend 
its passage. l ; 

"Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Bryan made the following report : 

CowMiTTER Room, January 14, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
‘The committee appointed to exaniine the archieves of Martin 
. DeLeon's colony, now deposited in the office of the Secretary of 
State; and report on the propriety of their removal to the General 
Land Office, submit the following as the result of their investi- 
gation: your committee found the documents referred to sealed 
up in one large package, in this when opened they proved as 
follows: 
-, Package marked A, Martin DeLeon’s petition for a colony con- 
tract, decrees, laws, etc., relative thereto. 

Package No. 1—Original titles to four leagues of land, to the 
town of Guadalupe Victoria, and of fifty-nine titles to lots in the 
same. i 

No. 2—Thirty titles on paper of the third seal, for land on the 
Guadalupe river, as follows: 


Jose M, J. Caravajal, 1 League and Labor. 
Jose Lonis Caravajal, 1 d 
Manuel Zapeda, "EL 


TN 
& 


Tulgencio Bueno, 
Sylvester De Leon, 
Miguel Shermit, 
Philip Demit, 

" : Luciano Navarro, 
Refugio Amador, 
Jose Bartlet, 

John Dalley, 

John Chevers, 
Miguel Ortis, 
Edward Lynn, 
Felix. DeLeon, 

Jose Maria Escalera, 
Juau Escalera, 
Jose M. Escalera, 
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John D. Wright, 1 
Philip Demitt, 2 
! Patrieia De LaGarza, i 5 € 
4 Manuel Caravajal, 
gi? ; Diego Garcia, 
Polito Castillo, 
Alejo Perez, 
Francisco Perez, 
Estevan Gabban, 
. Agata Cisneros, 
Jose M. Rios, 
Desiderio Garcia, s 
No. 3.— Contains twenty-nine titles, stamped with the third 
seal, for land on the La Vaca, as follows: 
Patrick Ryan, 1 League 
Francis Smith, — . B 
Wm. E. Somers, `- ' ‘f 
Archibald Smithers, ui 
Heury Breker, 
Lavinia Dunbar, 
Andrew Zumalt, 
Am Carlos Lasso, 
Juan Capping, 
Jnan Fernandez, 
Fernando Rodiregs, 
Jesse Wilson, 
| John Conney, 
; Heury C. G. Somers, 
James Brown, 
Pedro Galliaceo, 
Narcisco Rodireges, 
Leonardo Mauso, 
„James May, 
Joseph Smith, 
Joseph Ware, 
s John May, 
à James Ryan, 
John Joseph, ? 
Bernard Brown, 
Ramon Musques, 
Valentine Garcia, 
"E John McHenry, 
John Douglas, 


League and Labor. 
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No. 4. Contains 22 titles, on paper, of the third seal, for land on 
Matagorda Bay, as follows : 
Santiago Gonzales, 1 League. 
Manuella Venitos, lu 
Faustino Alvarado, 
Miguel Cortez, l 
Clato Garcia, 
Henriqne Rendon, 
Benito Morales, 
Pearo Mirauda, 
Narcisco Cavasus, 
Maximo Campos, 
Miguel Castillo, 
Juan Cano, 
Pedro Gonzales, 
Francisco DeLeon, 
Jose Feles Fuertes, 
Enstacio Cantu, 
Banlio Maldorado, 
Pedro Garcia, 007 
Manuel Lopes, 
Maximo Sanches, 
Pasquel Vajardo, 
' Eusedio Hidalgo, 
No. 5 contains 7 titles on paper of the third seal, for land on the 
Sonllo creek, as follows : 
Valentine Garcia, 1 league and 9 labors. 
Alexander Esparza, s 
Eugene Venebedes, 
Isidro Venebedes. 
Florentine Garcia, 
Felix Sanches, 
Bonifaceo Rodergues, 
No. 6 contains 5 titles on paper of the third seal, for land on the 
Coletto, as follows: 
Maria J esns DeLeon, 2 leagues, 
Jose M. Fernandes, 1 
Rosa Anna Teal, l & 
* 
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Richard 'T'eal, 
Manuel Zapada, 
No. 7 contains 5 titles on paper of the third seal, for end on the 
Garcetas creek, as follows: 
Martin DeLeon, . B leagues. 
Valentine Garcia, 3 « 16 labors. 
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Agapita DeLeon, — 1 league, í 
Nicholas Venebedes, Los 
Cassiano Sambrano, i. £ 


No. 8. Contains 3 titles, on paper, of the third seal, for land on 
the Arenoso, as follows: 


Raphel Solis, 1 League. 
Estevan Sisneros, 1 S 
Manuel Marques, l ü 


No. 9. Contains 19 original petitions, with the information of the 
Empresario. 

No. 10. Contains 22 original petitions for lots in the town of 
Guadalupe Victoria. 

The following titles contain no subscribing witnesses : 


Manuel Zepeda, 7 Labors, 
Philip Demitt, 1$ Leagues. 
Philip Demitt, 2 a 
Estevan Galvan, 1 s 
Bonifacjo Rodrigues, 1 
The following titles are attested by one witness only : 
Jose M. J. Caravajal, 1 League. 


Jose Louis Caravajal, 
Edward Lynn, 
Jesse Wilson, 

Henry C. G. Somers, 
James Brown, 
Joseph Ware, © 

John Joseph May, 
Rosa Ann Teal, 
Manuel Marques, 

The titles are all signed by the Commissioner, Fernando De 
Leon, and the field notes by Jose M. J. Caravajal or James Kerr. 
Some of your committee are well acquainted with the signatures 
of those individuals, and believe them to be genuine. 

Your committee also compared the head righis specified in the 
list, with those delineated on the map of Victoria county, now in 
the Land Office, This map, it is understood, was drawn from 
field notes furnished by James Kerr, former Surveyor of De 
Leon’s Colony. The following names were not found on the 
map: 

Casiano Sambrano, Richard Teal, Rosa Ann 'Teal, Archibald 
Smither, Lavinia Dunbar, Joseph Ware, and Manuella Venetes. 
The other names appear on the map as head- rights, and the quan- 
tities in each appears to correspond with the amount specified in 
the titles, 
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Your committee recommend that the documents examined be 
deposited in the General Land Office. . 
, GUY M. BRYAN, 

Chairman on the past.of the House. 
A. H. PHILLIPS, — 
Chairman on the part of ihe Senate. 

Mr. McNairy introduced a bill to be entitled an act supplemen- 
tary to an act entitled an act to apportion the Senators and Rep- 
resentatives of the Legislature among the several counties of this 
State according to the requirements of the constitution, approved 
January, 1850 ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Clough, the rule was suspended and bill 
read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the bill was laid on the table until 
half-past 3 o'clock, P. M. 

Mr. Cramp, of Bexar, introduced a joint resolution to provide 
a residence for the Governor of the State of 'T'exas, and furnish- 
ing the same; read first time. l 

Mr. Boe introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of 


the heirs of Thomas Weston, deceased, and their assigns; read ` 


first time. 

Mr. McKinney introduced an act to provide for incorporating 
companies for schoo] and church purposes; read first time. 

Ou motion of Mr. Charlton, the business on the Speaker's ta- 
ble and the Orders of the Day were taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, a commi:tee of Conference was ap- 
pointed to act in conjunction with a like committee on a bill to 
permanently locate the seat of government. 

"The chair appointed Messrs. Fields, Bee and Russell said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Polk moved a reconsideration of the vote taken on the 
adoption of the report of the Judiciary committee relative to the 
Governor making temporary appointments, &c. ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the motion was laid on the table for 


the present. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY, : 


Question pending—a bill to be entitled an act to divide the 
State into two Supreme Court districts—Senate’s bill. 

,Mr. Sterne moved to amend, by striking out 8rd and 4th sec- 
tions, and insert the following: Section 3. Be it further enact- 
ed, That the clerk of the Supreme Court shall, 1mmediatel y, after 
the adjournment of.this term of said court, transmit by mail, or 
Send by a safe private conveyance, directed to the clerk of the 
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District Court of Rusk coumty, at Henderson, all the traseriptsof 
records which may remain nndecided after the present session of 
the Supreme Court, and which were taken up by appeal or writ 
of error from the counties composing the eastern branch of the 
Supreme Court; and the said clerk shall forthwith appoint a de- 
puty, who shall remain and reside at the said town of Hender- 
son, who in the absence of the said clerk shall do and perform 
all the duties connected with the said office of clerk of the said 
Supreme Court; and the said clerk shall transmit by mail, or 
convey safely, a minute or synopsis of all proceedings of the Su- 
preme Court in the cases so transmitted ; adopted. 

Mr. Tarver offered a substitute. 

Mr. Holland moved the substitute be rejected. 

Mr. Stapp moved to strike ont San “Antonio,” and insert “Vic- 
toria.” . 

Mr. McKinney moved the bill and substitute be laid on the ta- 
ble until the 34 July next. Í 

" Mr. Taylor moved Mr. McKinney’s motion be laid on the ta- 
e. à 

: Mr. Holland moved a division of the question: 

Question recurring on the adoption of the substitute, Mr. Tay- 
lor moved: the bill aud substitute be laid on the table. 

Question again on the adoption of the substitute, Mr. Tarver 
moved the bill and substitute be laid on the table until the 3d 
day of July next. 

ud Holland moved the motion of Mr. Tarver be laid on the 
table. ; 

The yeas and nays being called far on Mr. Tarver’s motion 
to lay the bill and substitute on the table until the 3d day of Ju- 
ly next were as follows : l 

` Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Clements, 
Crump of A., Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of N., Harde- 
man of T., Johnson, Lewis, McKinney, Millican, Pace, Reynolds, 
Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith of R. R., 
Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson 
and Winfield —32. 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Clough, Cochran, Crump of B. 
Holland, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Polk, Smith of S., Sterne 
and 'T'aylor—15. Do ss 

So the bill and substitute were laid on the table uutil the 3d 
day of July next. 


Mr. Fields offered the following resolution : Eu 
. Resolved, That so much of the rules of the House as prohib- 
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its debate on a motion to iay on the table, for the previous ques- 
tion, or to adjourn, shall be, and the same is hereby rescinded. 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. 

. -A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of the several bills originating in the House—a 
bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Mary Henderson ; 

A bill to establish permanently the seat of justice of Leon 
county, with amendments; : 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the county court of 
Harrison county to have record book B of bonds, deeds, mortga- 
ges and other instruments of writing now in the county clerk’s 
office of said county, transcribed ; 

A bill to change the name of William Lipe Walradt to Wil- 
liam Walradt Dunlap. 

Also, the following originating in the Senate: Resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of Texas on the subject of slavery. 

.. On motion of Mr. Franklin, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, P. M. 
, 3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Richard B. Jarmon; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Amos Morill; read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of B. C. Johnson, as- 
signee of John F. Stacy ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to remove from the possession of 
the county clerk of Webb county, all books, papers, documents, 
and other property belonging or in any way appertaining to the 
eity of Laredo, to the city council ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to authorize John J. Grumbles and Lyman Tarbox to 
establish a ferry on Colorado river ; read third time and passed. 

A. bill to be entitled an act to to prescribe the mode of return- 
ing process in certain cases ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas Garner, 
assignee of Hiram H. Millieons ; read third time and passed. — 

A bill to be entitled an act for the reiief of Martha McBride 
and Margaret Garnett; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act more particularly defining the boun- 
daries of Henderson county; read third time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled an act to legalize certain head-right certifi- ` 


cates issued by the county court of Refugio county; read third 
time and passed. : 
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Mr. Tarver presented the resignation of 'T. C. Woodlief, first 
Assistant Clerk, which was read and accepted. 

Mr. Taylor offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives be, and he is hereby authorized to employ some suitable per- 
son to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of T. C. 
W oodlief, first Assistant Clerk of the House of Representatives ; 
adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs at law of 
Joseph Thompson, deceased ; read third time and passed. 

An act to incorporate the ‘Texas Monumental Committee—Se- 
nate’s bill ; read thiid time and passed by a constitutional major 
ily. 
on motion of Mr. Tarver, a bil) to be entitled an act to autho- 
rize the Commissioner of the General Land Office toissue patents 
on certificates issued by the board of laid commissioners of Ro- 
bertson county, under certain restrictions, was taken up and pla- 
ced among the orders of the day. 

Joint resolution for the relief of John W. Little—Senate's bill; 
read first time. ji i 

Joint resolution granting the right of way to the United States 
for a railroad to the Pacific Ocean ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended and bill read 
second time; and, on motion, was referred to a Select committee, 
Mr. Williams chairman, 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the joint resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Texas on the subjeet of slavery were taken up and pla- 
ced among the orders of the day. 

Joint resolution authoriziug and requiring the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue a certificate to J. H. Single- 
ton for one-third of a league of land—Senate’s bill; read first 
time. 

An act for the relief of W. K. Melton—Senate’s bill ; read first 
time. 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
William Wallace, who fell at Goliad ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Lloyd, the rule was suspended and bill read 
second time; and, on motion, was referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. , A 

A bill to authorize the county court of Jasper county to have 
levied and collected a special county tax, to be applied exclusively 
to the erection of a jail and courthouse for said-county-—Senate's 
bill ; read first time. 

A bill to amend the third section of an act providing; for the 
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transfer of-the records of administrators to new counties, appro- 
ved 13th May, 1846; read first time. 

Joint resolution granting an annuity to David F, Webb, Lewis 
Kraats and Joseph Levens; read first time. — =- . 


. Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Texas on the — 


subject of slavery ; read first time. 

Joint resolutions requiring all the taxes coming to the State 
from the people of Jasper county, for the year L850, excepting 
the 10 per cent. reserved for educational purposes, to be appro- 
priated to the building of a courthouse and jail for said county, 
with report from committee on Finance. On motion, passed to 
third reading. 

An aet for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
"Charles Martin, deceased ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, was referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

An act authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice to issue-a head right certificate for one league and labor of 
land to Ambrose Hilburn ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, was referred to committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. : 

An act to amend the first section of an act entitled an act to 
create the county of Anderson, approved March 24, 1846. On 
motion, passed to third reading. 

A bil entitled an act supplementary to an act to create and 
organize the county of Panola, with report from committee on 
County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Holland, was ordered to be engrossed.. 

Report of committee of Conference, on a bill to regulate ferries. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, was laid on the table one day. 

Report of Judiciary committee on a bill to permit John S. 
Powers to sell goods, wares and merchandize without paying tax 
thereon ; report adopted. 

An act granting Edward Miles one-third of a league of land ; 
read second time. . 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, was referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to apportion 
the Senators and Representatives of the Legislature among the 
several counties of this State according to the requirements of the 
constitution, approved Jannary, 1850, which was made the spe- 
cial order at half.past 3 o'clock, P. M. 

Mr. Sterne offered the following amendments: 

After the word “ Representatives” in the preamble, insert— 
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* and the counties of Nacogdoches and Angelina two Represent- 
atives.” After the word “ Harrison” in first section, insert “and 
that the county of Nacogdoches shall elect one Representative, 
and the counties of Nacogdoches and Angelina one Representa- 
tive, and make returns of same to the Chief Justice of Nacogdo- 
ches county ;” amendments adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of a bill originating in 
the Senate, a bill to quiet land titles west of the Nueces river. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel G. Norvell and John H. Carter; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to revise and amend an act regula- 


‘ting estrays, with report and amendments from Select committee; 


amendments adopted. . 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend, by striking out “ forthwith,” and 
insert instead thereof ** 10 days" ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, was ordered to be engrossed. 


On motion of Mr. Tarrant, a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of the citizens of Mercer's colony was taken up; and, on 
motion was referred to a Select committee of five. ij 


Whereupon the chair appointed Messrs. Tarrant, Jowers, 


Stapp, Smith of Red River and Winfield said committec, 


Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : 


CommirrEes Room, January 15, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, f 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a joint re- 
solution for the relief of Joseph Brenham ; E 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Araminta D. Allen, 
heir at law of Preston P. Allen, lately a soldier in the army of 
Texas, and find the same correctly engrossed ; report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, the House adjourned until half-past 
9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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Austin, Jafinary 16, 1850. 


‘House met pursuant. to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
pr resent. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. — ——— 

Mr. Charlton moved that Mr. Dickson be excused from attend- 
ance on this Honse, in consequence of illness. 

Mr. Wilson presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
county of Calhoun, in relation’to the removal of the county cite 
of said eonnty ; on motion, nerenren to the comuittee on county 
boundaries. 

Mr. Stewart presented the petition of Robert E. Neill, pray- 
ing for relief. On motion, referred to. the committee on. Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. Lott presented the petition of Thomas .Coleman, praying 
for relief. On motion of Mr. Lott, relarga to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Tarrant, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 
supplementary to an act, to create the county of Ellis; read first 
time. 

On motion of Mr Tarrant, the rule was suspended, bill read 

secoud time, and referred to the committee on County, Boundaries. 

Mr. Barney, chairman ofthe committee on Private Land Claims, 
made the following report: 

COMMITTEE ROOM, January 16, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speuker of the fos 0f Representatives : 

The committee on Private, Land Claims, to whoin was referred 
the petition of Zebulon M. Porter, have examined the sane and 
instructed me to report the following joint resolution for his relief, 
and recommend its passage : < 

Joint resolution for the relief of Zebulon M. Porter; read first 
time. 

Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County and Coun- 

ty Boundaries, made the following report : 
CowMiTTEE Room, January 16, 1850. 

To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 

The committee on County and County Boundaries have had 
under cousideration, a bill to be entitled an act to ereate Falls 
county ; a majority of the committee coneurring in opinion, in- 


struct me to report the bill back to the favorable consideration of . 


the House without amendment, and respectfully recommend its 
passage. 
KK * 
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Report and bill received, to come up with the orders of the day, 

Mr. Franklin moved to reconsider the vote taken on the adop- 
tion of the journals of yesterday ; carried. 

Mr. Franklin moved to correct the journals of yesterday, by 
inserting a report from the Judiciary conimittee ; carried. — 

On motion, the journals of yesterday were adopted. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairmain of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report: ^ 

E UowmMrrrEE Room, January 16, 1850. 
To the Hon. C, G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act for the relief of William MeMaster, late Sheriff of 
Brazoria county ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the legal re- 
presentatives of Henry B. Williams, deceased ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to create the office of State 
Translator ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to regulate interest; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to provide for the apportionment 
of the old debt of Harrison county, among the counties of Har- 
rison, Upshar and Panola; | 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to authorize Judges of the 
District Courts, to hold special terms of the District Courts ; and 
find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report accepted. | 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the business on the Speaker's 
table, and orders of the day were taken up. 

A bill to regulate Ferries, with report from committee of Con- 
ference; report adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, Hon. R. M. Williamson was invited 
to take a seat within the bar of the House. 

Joint resointion relative to extending the jurisdiction of the 
State of ‘Texas, over the south half of a certain portion of Red 
River—with amendments from the Senate—amendments concur- 


-red in. 


A bill to provide for the enumeration of the Inhabitants of the 
de of Texas, for the year 1851— with amendments from the 
enate. ' | 
On motion of Mr. Selman, was laid on the table until Half 
past three o'elock, p. m. 
An act requiring the Comptroller to audit the clain. of Fernan- 
do DeLeon, for cattle, horses and mules, furnished fhe army of 


‘Texas, in the years 1835 and 1536; with report from committee. 
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On motion of Mr. Whiitlesey, was referred to a special com- 
mittee ; whereupon the chair appointed Messrs. Burney, Russell, 
Johnson, Hardeman of Nacogdoches and Wren, said committee. 
- An act declaring Bear Creek in Sabine county, a navigable 
stream ; read third time and passed. ` : 


Joint resolntion for the relief of the Estate of Lt, Lansing-— 


with report from committee ; report adopted. ZEE 

A bill to be entitled an act to. anthorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, to issue patents on certificates issued by 
the board of Land Commissioners of Robertson eeünty, under 
certain restrictions, with amendment; amendment rejected ; bill 
yead third time and passed. , 

Joint resolutian requiring all the taxes coming to the State from 
the people of Jasper county, for the year 1850, except the ten per 
cent fund reserved for educational purposes, be appropriated to 
the building of a courthouse aud jail, for said county ; read third 
time and passed. 

Mr. Bogart, moved to take up the resolutions on slavery. 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend by taking up the resolutions orig- 
inating 1n the Senate on slavery. 

On motion of Mr.-Bogart, the resolutions originating in both 
branches of the Legislature wére taken np. ER 
Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, nioved a call of the house. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, Mr. Hardeman of Travis, was excus- 
ed ; and, on motion the call ofthe House was suspended. 

Resolutions of the Legislature of Texas, on the subject of sla- 
very —Senate resolutions; read second time. 

Mr. 'Taylor offered the following amendment : 

Resolved, That knowing no party names or politieal divisions, 
on questious involving in their settlement and consequences, the 
character, property and lives, of those whom we represent, we 
are ready, heart and soul with a united front, to join the other 
Southern States, in taking sneh measures for the defence of our 
rights and the preservation of ourselves and those whom we hold 
-dear, as the highest wisdom of all who may (whether through 
a Southern Convention or otherwise,) suggest and devise ; upon 
the adoption of which the yeas and nays were called for, and re- 
sulted as follows: l f 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Clough, 
Cochran, Crump of Austin, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, 
Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Holland, Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, Mc- 
Nairy, Millican, Pace, Runnels, Russell, Shea, Smith of Red 
River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, 
Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson and Wren—33.  . 
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Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Jowers, Lewis, Polk, Reynolds,.Sel. 
man, Shaw and Stewart—8. So Mr. 'l'aylor's amendment was 
adopted. i 

Mr. Bee moved to substitute the resolutions, by adopting the 
resoiutions of Mr. Bryan's, as amended by Select committee. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the resolutions onginatiug in the 
House were read. : 

Question on Mr. Bee’s motion, upon which the yeas and nays 
were called for, and resulted as follows : 

Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Crump of Austin, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, McNairy, Millican, Reynolds, Selman, 
Shea, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, 'l'arrant, Tarver, Williams, Wil- 
son and Winfield— 25. 

Nays— Messrs. Charlton, Clough, Crump of Bexar, Gillet, Hol- 
land, Johnson, Lott, Pace, Polk, Runuels, Russell, Scott, Shaw, 
Smith of Red River, Sterne, Stewart, Taylor, Whittlesey and 
Wren—19. So the resolutions of the House were substituted for 


_ the resolutions of the Senate, 


Mr. Stewart moved to amend, by striking out the 6th section. 
On motion of Mr. Bee, the House adjourned uutil 3 0’clock p. m. 


9 O'CLOCK, P, M. 


House met— roll called —dquorum present. 

Question pending—Mr. Stewart's amendment. 

Mr. Scott moved a call of the House; carried. + 

The Sergeant-at-arms was dispatched for absentees, 

On motion of Mr. Buruey, the call was suspended, 

Question recurring on the adoption of Mr. Stewart’s amend- 
ment, upon which the yeas and nays were called for, aud resulted 
as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, 
Polk, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Sterne, Stewart and Whittle- 
sey —9. 

"Nays-- Messre. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
Clements, Clough, Cochran, Crump of Austin, Cromp of Bexar, 
Franklin, Gillet, Holland, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Me- 
Nairy, Millican, Pace, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, 
Shea, Smithof Shelby, Stapp, Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, Williams, 
Wilson, Winfield and Wren—36. So the house refused to adopt 
the amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the resolutions were referred to the 
committee on State Affairs, with the request to act in conjunction 
with like committee on part of the Senate. 
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On motion of Mr’ McKinney, Mr. Stewart was added to the 
committee on State Affairs, 
A message was received from the Senate throngh their Secre- 


tary, informiug the House of the Passage of the-several bills orig- 


inating. in the House: 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Dun- 
can Melntvre, deceased ; 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled an 
act supplementary to an act, to create the county of Snuth, ap- 
proved February 26, 1548 ; 

A bill to be eutiiled an act to authorize the surveyor of Smith 
county, to record certain field notes therein mentioned ; 

A bill to be entitled an aet to amend an act to create the coun- 
ty of Webb, approved January 28, 1848; | 

A bill to be entitled an act to extend and define the eastern 
boundary of Caldwell county, with amendments ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of persons therein 
Mentioned, with amendments ; 

A biil to be entitled an act to secure to the German Emigration 
Company and their C olonists, the lands to which they are entitled, 
and to adjust the lia i'ities of said company, with ‘amendments. 

Also, the following bill originating in the Senate: 

A bill for the relief of Johu Jackson, of Dallas county. 

Mr. Holland offered the following resolution : : 

Resolved, That the Ladies of Anstin and vicinity be, and they 
are hereby tendered a most cordial invitation to visit the House 
of Representatives, whenever they feel inclined to honor them 
with their company at the eapitol; and that the Sergeant-at-arms 
be instructed to set apart the best seats in the house for their espe- 
cial nse, within the bar and to the right of the Speaker ; adopted, 

Mr. Bee moved to take from the table, a motion to reconsider 
the vote taken on the eugrossment of a bill to be entitled an act 
providing for the payment of the forage, subsistence. medicines, 
ete., of the company of mounted volunteers, commanded by Capt. 
Johnson, and mustered into the service of the State by order of 
his Excellency, George 'P. Wood : npon which motion the yeas 
and nays were called for, and resulted as follows : 

Yeus—— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Clements, Cochran, Crump 
of Austin, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Gillet. Holland, 
Lewis, Lott, MeKinney, Millican, Pace, Shea, Smith of Shelby, 
Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Whittlesey, Wilson 
and Winfield —27. 

ia ay Messrs. Bryan, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johuson, 
Jowers, Lloyd, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, 
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Shaw, Smith of Red River, Taylorand Wren—15. So the mo- 
tion was reconsidered. 
On motion of Mr. Stapp, was ordered to be engrossed. ' 
Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Eugrossed 
Bills, made the following report : * 
CowMrrrEE Room, January 16, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
i l Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bil s, have examined a bill to be 


entitled an act to incorporate the city of Marshall, and tind the’ 


same correctly engrossed ; report accepted. . 

Mr. Tarver offered: the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Siate Affairs, report on the 
resolutions on Slavery referred to them, on Saturday morning 
next; adopted. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: a 

CoMmMrrTEE Room, January 16, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 5 

The Finance committee have had uuder consideration the va- 
rious bills and resolutions referred to them in relation to the mode 
of assessing and collecting Taxes, and submit the accompanying 
bill for the consideration of the House. The diffienlty of fram- 
ing a Tax law so as to meet the opinions and preferences of all, 
is offered as an apology for any defects that may be discovered or 
supposed to exist in the bill now presented. It has been prepared 
however, it mav be properto state, with great care, and with an 
earnest desire to fix upon a plan for collecting the revenue of the 
Stute, which shall be satisfactory and permanent in its operation. 

This bill so changes the former law, as to authorize the tax 
payer to give in all his property, and pay his taxes in the county 
in which he lives; it also provides a mode of ascertaining and 
assessing non-resident lands, which it is believed will be more 
certain in its effects in raising a revenue from that sonree. A 
change is likewise made in the time of payment of Taxes ; the 
time fixed by the bill herewith submitted, is che first of March, 
which will give the farmer an opportunity to receive returns for 
his products, before being compelled to pay his Taxes. A clause 
is also inserted, declaring the products of the sail free from Tax- 
ation. A majority of the committee are of opinion that labor 
should not be taxed; this is a qnestion however, for the’ consider- 
ation of the house; and some action is necessary in relation to 
it, because the law has been coustrued differently by different as- 
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sessors, in some counties produce on hand has been assessed, and 
in others the action has been different, 

Provision is made that assessment shall be completed between 
the first of January aud the first of April of each-year; returns of 
assessment rolls to be made by the first of July; collections: by the 
first of March followiug, and payment to the treasurer by the 
first of June thereafter; and a section of the bill imposes upon 
the Comptroller, the duty of publishing a list of all defaulting as- 
sessors immediately after the day on which they are required to 
settle their accounts, stating the amount of such delinqnincy, and: 
forwarding a copy of such publication to the eonnty officers of 
each county ; this the committee unanimously believe necessary 
to compell a punctual settlement by the various assessors, and 
will give proper notice to their securities. A provision is inserted 
requiring assessors to appoint deputies during their absence from 
the county seat; this is considered necessary for the convenience 
of persons coming from a distance to pay taxes or redeem lands 
previously sold, it is not believed to be imposing too much upon 
those officers. The small amount of service thus required of a 
deputy will, in most instances, doubtless, be rendered by some one 
residing at the county seat for a trifling compensation. 

As a great portion of the time for assessing taxes by the law 
at present in force will have expired before the one now proposed 
by the coinmittee can be promulgated and go into effect, the 
committee have deemed it best to provide for its taking effect 
on the first of January next, up to which time the law at 
present in the statutes, must remain in force. The neeessity of 
this will be evident to every one who reflects that the assessors 
are already engaged, if complying wuh the requirements of the 
law, in making their assessments for the present year. The bill 
now otfered has been prepared by the united efforts of the Comp- 
troller, a sub-com nittee on Finance, and five gentlemen of ac- 
knowledge: talent aud legal ability, whose opinions and assist-. 
anee were requested. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the assessment and 
collection of Taxes. - 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, the House adjourned until half past 
nine o'clock, to-morrow moruing. 
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- AUSTIN, January 17, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—-roll called—qnorum 
present. 
Journal of the precedinp day read and adopted, 


Mr. Tarver presented a petition for the relief ofthe heirs at law 
of William aud Heury Nimmo. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, was reférred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Williams presented a petition for the relief of the heirs of 
Nathaniel Dennis. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, was referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Burney, chairmanofthecommittee on Private Land Claims» 
made the following reports: 


CowwrrrEE Room, January 17, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
The committee on Private Land Claims, fo whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Char.es 
Martin, deceased, have had the same under consideration and find 
from the evidence of the Hon. Jesse Grimes, that said Martin, 
was a citizen of Texason the 2nd day of May, 1835: that he died 
in the fall of that year, that his heirs have not received any lands 
as the Meadrieht of said Martin; the committee have there- 
fore instructed me to report the bill back to the House withotit 
amendments, and recommend its passage. 
Report arid bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. * 
CowmrrrEE Room, January 17, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Patsey 
Lewis, deceased, have had the same under consideration and in- 
structed me to report the same back to the House without amend- 
ment, and recommend its passage. 
Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 
day. : 
Mr. Bee, chairman of the committee on Public [nds made 
the enemas reports : 
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Commitree Room, January 17, 1850. 


Hon. C. G. KEENAN, l 
Speaker ef the House of Representatives: 


The committee ot Publie Lands, to whom was referred: the 


petition of: Edward Miles. have had the same under considera- 
tion, and find that the petitioner emigrated to the country in the 
year 1829; that he served a tour of nine months in the army of 
the Republic, and received a bounty warrant for 960 acres, aud 
also, a donation warrant for 640 acres, for his participation in the 
battle of San Jacinta; but owing to the absence of kis witnesses, 
he was unable to obtain his head.right certificate; the committee 
being satisfied that the petitioner is entitled to the same allowance 
as was granted to all who emigrated at an early day to the Re- 
publie, herewith submit a substitute for the bill for his relief, and 
xecommend its passage. ' ^ 

Report, bill and substitute received, to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 

vi Committee Room, January 17, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Kennan, 
_ Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a 
preamble and joint Resolution, declaring all the lands lying 
within the limits of Peters’ Colony, vot taken ap by legal claim- 
ants, open to location after the Ist day of January, 1852; 

Also, an act to allow the lands lying within the bouhds of 
Fisher & Miller's colouy, to be surveyed and patented; have had 
the same under consideration, and believing that one object of 
granting colony contracts, was to enhance the value to the State, 
of the land remaining unappropriated by the colonists within the 
colony limits, to be appropriated for snch purposes as the Legis- 
lature should deem most beneficial, have instructed me to report 
a substitute, and recommend its passage. 

Report, bill and substitute received, to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 

CowwrrTTEE Room, January 17, 1850. 
To the Hon, C. G. Kernan, ` 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 7. 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a joint 
resolution, authorizing Dr Herry Connelly to surrender a patent 
for 13.000 acres of laud, issued to him on aceount- of advances 
made to the Santa Fe prisoners, and receive in lieu thereof, land 
scrip, to be located on any vacant land of the State; have had 
the same under consideration, and believing that the precedent 
would be calculated to flood the Legislature with petitions to 
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3 grant the same privilege to others, deem it inexpedient to grant 
uc the relief sought, they therefore instiuet me to report the resolu- 
F tion baek to the House, and recommend its indefinite postpone- 
E ment. i : 


Report and resolution received, to come up among the orders 
=Z 3 of the day. 
F Committee Room, January 17, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, ' Á 
Speaker of the House of Representåtives : 
The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 


E petition of Wm. R. Baker, have examined the same, aud have in- 
B S structed me to report the following joint resolution for his relief, 
E and recommend its passage. 

: nM . Joint resolution tor the relief of William R. Baker; read first 
F time i 

igi Report and joint resolution received, to come up among the 
Ni « orders of the day. 

DEM. Mr, Charlton, chairman of the committee on County and 
, i j Conuty Boundaries, made the following report: 

: Commirrer Room, January 17, 1850. 


¥ To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, l 
t Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on County and County Boundaries, have had 


E: under consideration, a bill to be entitled an act snpplementary to 
s. an act to create the county of Ellis: the committee cone urring, 
AE lustruct me to report the bill back to the House without amend- 


P 


E ment. and respectfully recommend its passage. 
E Report and bill received, to come up amoug the orders of the 
day. ; 

S Mr. Millican, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
E counts, made the following reports : 

d CowwrrTEE Room, January 17, 1850. 
4H To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

4 Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
E The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
M the petitions of Walter Lambert, Michael Fore, Patrick O'Boyle 
i and J. W. B. MeFarland, praying the Legislature to indemnify 
them for losses incurred during the war between Mexico and 
Texas: have had the same under consideration, and after mature 
E deliberation have instrücted me to report, that it is iInexpedient to 
4 grant the prayer of the petitioners, and ask to be discharged from 
| their further consideration. 
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Report received ty come up among the orders of the day. 
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Committees Room, January 17, 1850. 
To'the Hon. C, G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Claims and Accouits,-to-w hom was referred 
the petition of Edward St. John and other citiz^ns of Refugio 
county, praying the Legislature to indemnify them for losses in- 
curred at the hands of the enemy trom 1836 to 1841, have had 
the same under consideration, and ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of ‘the same. 
Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 
Mr. Whittlesey “chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report: 
CoMMITTEE Room, January 17, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled an act to ap- 
portion the Senators and Representatives of the Legislature among 
the several counties of. this State, according to the requirements 
of the constitution, approved January, 1850 ; 
_ Also, a joint resolution to provide for the payment of transla- 
ting the laws of the first and second sessions of the Legislature 


iuto German, and for printing the same; and find the same cor- . 


rectly engrossed. : : j 
Report accepted. 
Mr. Clough, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 


the following reports : : 
CowwrrrEEg Room, January 17, 1850. 


To the Hon. C. G. Kernan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Tam instructed by a majority of the committee on Affairs of 
State to report, that they have examined a bill entitled an act to 
amend the 4th section of an act for the regulation of Pilofs at the 
mouth of the Brazos river, approved Mzrch 11, 1846 ; they see 
no objections to auy of its provisions, and therefore recommend 
ils passage. > 
Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. a. 
CowmMrTTEE Room, January 17, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
. The committee on Affairs of State, have examired a hill to be 
entitled an act to incorporate the Bexar Manufacturing Company, 
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and being satisfied that it is in conformity with law, instruct me 
to report it back to the House; and recommend its passage. | 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. ' i 

Mr. Fields. offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, Thatso mneh of a resolution heretofore adopted 
authorizing the postage on other documents than newspapers to 
be charged to the State be, aud the same is hereby rescinded ; 
adopted. : 

Mr. Lewis moved a reconsideration of the, vote just taken on 
the adoption of the resolution ; carried. 

Mr. Bogart moved to ameud, by excepting such public docu- 
ments as may be published by order of the House; adopted. 

Question on the adoption of the r solution as amended , carried. 

Mr. Tarver introduced a bill to be entitled an act to amend an 
act entitled an act, to establish the Judicial Districts of the Dis- 
trict Courts ; read first time. 

Mr. Stewart introduced an act to validate certain patents there- 
in designa‘ed ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Stewart, the rule was suspended and bill 
read second time ; and, on further motion, was referred to com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr Holland introduced a bill to be entitled an act to provide 
for removing the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, to the 
town of Henderson, in Rusk county; read first time. 

Mr. Tarrant introduced an act to define the time for holding 
the County Court for the county of Tarrant ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant. the rnle was suspended and bill 
read second time; and, on motion, was referred to the Judiciary 
Coinriftee, 

Mr. Stewart introduced a joint resolntion, making an appropri- 
ation for the per diem pay of the members of the present Legis- 
lature ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr, Stewart, the rule was suspended, and joint 
resolution read second time. 

Mr. Wren offered the following amendment to the caption, so 
as to inelude officers attending thereon ; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the joint resolution was ordered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, the business on the Speakers ta- 
ble, aud orders of the day were taken up. 

The question recurred upon the Tax bill from the committee 
on Finance; read first time, received to come up amongst the 
the orders of the day. 
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The following message was received from his Excellency, the 


Governor, through his private Secretary : 


Execurive DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Jannarg 15, 1850. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Teenui e: : 


The accompanying communication from Mr. John W. King, 
of the State-of Louisiana, relative to his claim against the late 
Republic of Texas, was received at the Executive office, with the 
request that it should be laid. before the honorable Legislature, 
and I have the honor to transmit it herewith, for your cousider- 
ation. P. H. BELL. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the communication from his Excel- 
leney was taken up. 

Ou motion of Mr. Wilson, the commnnication from his Excel- 
lene with the accompanying documents, was referred to the 
committee on Public Deht. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, it was ordered that one hundred'co- 
pies of a bill to be entitled an act to provide for the assessinent 
and collection of 'l'axes, be printed for the use of the House. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Araminta D. Allen, heir at 
law of Preston P. Allen, lately a soldier in the army of Texas : 
read third time and passed. 

Mr. Lewis moved that the report of the Comptroller be read ; 
carried. 

Mr. Crump of Bexar, moved that five hundred copies be print- 
ed; carried. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Joseph Branham ; read third 
‘time and passed. 

A bill to he entitled an act to incorporate the city of Marshall; 
read second time, and referred to the committee on Education. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the first section of an act, 
entitled an act to create the county of Auderson, approved March 
24th, 1846. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, the bill was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the rule was suspended, and a bill 
to be entitled an act supplemental to an act to creaté the county 
of Ellis, was taken up, and placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to quiet land titles west of the Nue- 
ces river; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the commnnication of the Executive, 
accompanying the Comptroller's report, was ordered to be printed 
there with. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish permanently the seat of 


Pepe Ora Coto Mamae am, di a laii 


Pi is aen ane edge, wm. STS rtp E 


maü, iem 


570 . 
justice of Leon county, with amendments from the Senate; amend- 
ments concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the County Court of- 
Red River county, to have the records in books A, B and ©, of 
Probate records, now in the office of the clerk of said county, 
transcribed ; read third (ime and passed. 


On goto of Mr. Jowers, a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the first section of an act entitled an act to create the county of 
Anderson, approved March 24th, 1146, was taken from the table 
and placed among the orders of the day. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled an act to declare John James Elliott, the 
legitimate child of William Elliott and Polly Elliott of the coun- 
ty of Rusk; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Francis L. Merri- 
weather and Peter P. Harding. 

Mr. McKinney moved to suspend the rule so as to allow the 
bill to be amended ; carried. 

Mr. Whittlesey moved the bill lay on the table; carried. 

Mr. McKinney moved to take the bill from the table ; carried; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Mason W. Cope; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an aet to authorize Joseph H. Beck, to plead 
and be allowed certain off sets in cases therein mentioned. 

Mr. Tarver moved to lay the bill on the table ; carried. 

A bill to be entitled an act more particularly defining the boun- 
daries cf Van Zandt county ; read third time aud passed. 

Mr. "T'aylor, by leave, introduced a hill to be entitled an act to 
amend the sixth section of au act entitled an act, to establish the 
judicial districts of the District Courts ; and to amend the first 
section of an act entitled an act to define the times for holding 
the courts in the fifth, sixth and seventh judicial districts. 

Mr. Fields in the Chair. 

Mr. Jowers moved to refer to the Judiciary committee ; carried. 

Mr. Tarver, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
define the times of holding the District Courts in the third judi- 
cial district ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read second time, and referred to the Judiciary committee. 


A bill to be entitled an act to organize the county of Ellis ; 
read third time and passed. 
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. Mr. Winfield moved a reconsideration of the vote taken on 
yesterday, upon the resolutions upon the subject of slavery. 

Qu motion of Mr. Bee; a call of the House was had. 

Mr. Wilson moved that Mr. Franklin be excused from attend- 
ance upon the House; lost. pas 

Mr. Whittlesey moved that Mr. Clough be excused from at- 
tendance upon the House; lost. 

Mr. 'Tarrant moved that the Speaker be excused from attend- 
ance upon the house ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, the call was suspended. 

Mr. ‘Taylor moved to lay the motion of Mr. Winfield upon 
the table, ' 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the motion was laid on the table, 
and the resolution of the Senate npon the subject of slavery was 
referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the La Salle and El 
Paso Railway Company ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on Internal Improvements. 

A bill to be euutled an act to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, to issue a head-right certificate to Guy 
M. Bryan ; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act requiring the Commissioner of the 
* General Land Office, to issue a certificate ofone third ofa league 
of land to the heirs of Moutgomery Baxter ; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to réserve to every head of a family 
certain property, and to exempt the sanie from forced sale under 
execution or otherwise ;- read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, the bill 
read a second time, and referred to the committee ou State Affairs, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of the heirs of James 
Ury, deceased. ; 

Op motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended, the bill read 
a second time, and referred to the committee ow Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Holland, by leave, introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, The Senate concu rring, that the Legislature of the 
State of Texas, will adjourn size die, on Monday the 4th 
proximo. 

Ou motion, the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. Taylor, by leave, introduced the following resolution : 

Whereas, That inasmuch as the publishers of the two news- 
papers taken by this House, have forfeited their contract by non- 
complyance with the same; and whereas, from the latest inteli- 
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gence received fromthe Northern and Eastern portion of the 
State, divers and manuy complaints are heaped upon our devoted 
heads, inasmuch as the papers sent to the dear people of Bun- 
combe, do not reach their destination from some cause unknown 
to us; and whereas, it is believed to be a useless expenditure of 
the publie money, 
Therefore, be it resolved, That this house will hereafter sub- 
scribe for but five copies of each weekly paper, and no more, 
aud that the co'umittee on public printing be instructed to enter 
into a contract to the above effect ; which shall remain In force 
so long as said publishers comply with said contract, and that all 
resolutions heretofore adopted be and the same are hereby recimded. 
Mr. Bogart moved to amend, so as to “take effect when the lit- 
tle white mule comes from Bonham.” 
Mr. Holland moved to lay the amendment ort the table ; lost. 
Mr. Selman moved an adjournment until 2 o'clock, p. m. ; lost. 
Mr. Taylor moved an adjournment until 2 o'clock, p. m.; lost. 
Mr. Crump of Bexar, moved an adjournment until to-morrow, 
9 o'clock, a. m. ; lost. 
Mr. Wilson moved to lay the resolution and amendment on 
the table, until the 4th day of July next ; lost. 
Mr. Stapp moved to lay the resolution on the table. 
Mr. Winfield moved that the house adjourn until three o'clock, 
. m. 
: The amendment.offered by Mr. Bogart, was adopted. 
Mr. Williams moved that the resolution be referred to the com- 
mittee on Printing, which was carried. 
Mr. Crump of Bexar, moved that the-house adjourn until half 
past three o’clock, p. m.; lost. 
A bill to be entitled an act requiring the election of county 
Treasurers by the people; passed to a third reading. 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of James Hall, admin- 


istrator of Richard Hall, deceased’; read first time. 


On motion of Mr. Fields, a bill to be eutitled an act for the re- 
lief of the heirs and legal representatives of John C. Ogden, was 
taken up and read first time. 

Mr. Whittlesey moved that thé house adjourn until 3 o’clock, 

m. ; lost. 

Mr. Whittlesey moved that the house adjourn until nine o'clock, 
to-morrow, a. tn. ; lost. 

Mr. Russell moved that the house adjourn until two o'clock, 
p. m.; lost. l 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the house adjourned until half past 
two o'clock. : 


'HALF-PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjonrnment—rol] called —quornm 
present. TUE 

Joint resolution requiring the clerk of the county court of Aus- 
tin county to record all the proceedings of the Alcalde courts, 
and Ayuntamiento which may at this time be found in his office, 
Senate's bill ; read first time. 

Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the Special committee, made the 
following report : | 

CowMrrTEE Room, Jan. 17, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
l Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Special committee, to whom was referred the Senate’s bill, 
entitled an act for the relief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony, 
have had the same under consideration, and after maturé delibe- 
ration, havé instructed me to report the bill back to the House 
with the following amendment, and recommend its passage : 

Strike out “29th Jannary 1849,” wherever it occurs in the bill, 
and insert 5 25th of October, 1848.” ` 

Strike ont 6th section, and insert the following: 

Secrion 6. That should the commissioner appotated under 
the second section of this act, fail or neglect to act, or should 
the office in any manner become vacant, the Governor is hereby 
authorized and required to fill such vacancy, by appointing seme 
competent person to perform the duties herein required, as soon 
as practicable. 

Add the following as an additional section : 

Secrion 14. That in case the claim of any individual be 
rejected by said commissioner, such claimant shall have the 
right of appeal to the District Court of the county where he or 
she applied, under the rules and regulations governing appeals 
from justices’ courts to the District Courts, except that the appeal 
bond be required only to cover the eosts of appeal; and in case 
the judgment be affirmed, the appellant shall pay all costs; atid 
in ease the judgment be reversed, the claimant shall be entitled 
to a certificate from the clerk of the District Court, for which he 
shall pay to the clerk of the court two dollars; which certificate 
shall entitle the owner to all the rights to which he would have 
been entitled under a certificate from the commissioner afore- 
said. 

Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

| Mr. Tarver introduced a joint resolution requesting our Repre- 
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sentatives and instructing our Senators in the United States Con- 
gress to procure an appropriation for Messrs. Brown & Tarbox, 
for transporting the mail each alternate day, &c.; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, aud. joint re- 


- solution read second time. 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, was ordered to be engrossed. — : 
Mr. Bogart offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be despatched to the 


‘post-office for any documents brought by the little white mule. 


Mr. Johnson moved to amend, by inserting “a committee be 
appointed to get all documents, &c " ; adopted. 


Question on the adoption of the resolution as amended was ta- 
ken and carried. i 

Whereupon the chair appointed Messrs. Johnson and Bogart 
said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, a bill to be entitled an act authoriz- 
ing Joseph H. Beck to plead and be allowed certain offsets in ca- 
ses therein mentioned, was taken up; and, on motion of Mr. 
McKinney, was referred to the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 

Joint resolntion for the relief of John W. Little—Senate’s bill ; 
read second time. 

On motion of Mr. 'Taylor, was referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to issue a certificate to J. H. Single- 
ton for one-third of a league of land; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, was referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secreta- 
ry, informing the House of the passage of the following bills 
originating in the Honse of Representatives, with amendments: 

A bill to be entitled an act to perfect the land titles in Castro’s 
colony ; "e 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of McLennan; 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish and incorporate a lite- 
rary institution under the supervision and control of the Eastern 
Texas Annual Conference, located at or near the town of Hen- 
derson, Rusk county, in this State; 

A bill to be entitled an act to permit the county of Fayette to 
levy and colleet a special tax. 

Also, the following bills originating in the House of Represen- 
tatives : 
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A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Lemuel M, Rodear- 
me 

A bill to be entitled an act supplemental to an act entitled an 
act fo locate permanently the seat of justice-of-Cass county, ap- 
proved December 29, 1849; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Thos. W. Ward ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the time of holding the 
courts in a part of the fourth judicial district ; 

A bill to be entitled an aet to amend an act to incorporate Bay- 
lor University, approved February 1, 1845; 

A bill to be entitled an aet for the relief of Samuel G. Newton 
& Co., and Tilley and Hewitt. 

Also, the following bill originating in the Senate : 

A bill to be entitled an act donating to John Neill and James 
Q. Rice one league of land each, for being permanently disabled. 
in the service of the Republic of. Texas, and one league of land 
to the legal heirs of Hays Covington, who was killed in the ser- 
vice of the same. 

Also, the following bills originating in the House, with amend- 
ments: 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the city of Browns? 
ville. 

Joint resolution to extend the jurisdiction of the State of 'T'ex- 
as over the south half of a certain portion of Red River. 

An act for the relief of W. K. Melton—Senate’s bill; read 


second time. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, was referred to committee on | Private 
Land Claims. 

A bill to authorize the county court of Jasper county to have 
levied and collected a special tax to be applied exclusively to the 
erection of a jail and courthouse for said county—Senate’s bill ; 


yead second time. 


On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, was referred to the committee 
on Finance. 

A bill to amend the third section of an act providing for the 
transfer of the records of administrators to new counties, appro- 
ved 13th May, 1846—Senate’s bill ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, was referred to the Judiciary com- 


mittee. 
Joint resolution granting an annuity' to David F. Webb, Lew- 
is Kraats and Joseph Levins—Senate’s bill; read second time. 
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On motion of Mr. Taylor, was referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

Joint resolution to provide a residence for the Governor of the 
State of Texas, and for furnishing ihe same; read second -time. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, was referred to committee on Slate 
Affairs. . . 

An act to provide for incorporating companies for school and 
church purposes read second time. 

‘Ou motion of Mr. McKinney, was referred to committee on 
Education. 

A bill to be entitled an act to secure to the German Emigra- 
tion company and their colonists the lands to which ‘they are en- 
titled, and to adjust the liabilities of sajd company, with amend- 
ments from Senate; amendments concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled an act to extend and define the eastern 
boundary of Caldwell county, with amendments from Senate ; 
amendments concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of persons therein 
meritioned, with amendments from the Senate ; amendments con- 
curred in. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of William McMas- 
ters, late Sheriff of Brazoria county ; read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Lloyd, a bill to fix the salaries and per diem 
pay of officers not otherwise provided for by law, was taken from 
the table and placed among the, orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the legal represen- 
tatives of Henry B. Williams, deceased; read third time and 
passed. . 

A bill to regulete interest—an engrossed bill. . 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended, and, on 
motion, offered the following amendment: “Interest shall run 
upon accounts against the estates of deceased persons from and 
after their presentation to the administrator and approval of the 
Chief Justice”; adopted. : 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, the bill was laid on the table for 
the present. 


Mr. Shea, by leave, introduced:a bill to be entitled an act to 


permit the county of Harris to levy and collect a special tax ; 
‘read first time. 


_A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the apportionment of 
the old debt of Harrison county among the counties of Harrison, 
Upshur and Panola’; read third time aud passed. 
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On motion of Mr. Russell, a bill to be entitled an act to per- 
mit the county of Fayette to levy and collect a special tax, was 
taken np, and amendments from Senate concurred in. 


A bil! to be entitled an act to authorize Judges-of the District 
Courts to hold: special terms of the District Coutts ; read third 
time and passed. 


A bill to be entitled an act to create the office of State Trans- 
lator; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an aet to provide for the enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the State of Texas for the year 2e 1, with 
amendments from Senate : 

Amendment third: strike out the 2nd section, 

Question on the adoption of the amendment, upon which the 
yeas and nays were called for and resnlted as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, Fields, 
Hardeman of N., Holland, Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, Pace, Polk, 
BH , Selman, Sterne, Taylor, Whittlesey, Winfield aud Wren— 


j 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Crump of B., Franklin, Gil- 
let, Jowers, Lewis, McKinney, Reynolds, Runnels, Russel, Shaw, 
Shea, Smith of R. R., Stapp, Stewart, n arrant, Tarver, Williams 
and Wilson— 20. 

So the amendment was lost. . 

Mr. Lewis moved a saconsideratian of the vote just taken on 
the adoption of the amendment, upon which the yeas and nays 
were called for. 

Mr. Bogart moved a call of the House ; lost, 

The yeas and nays being told, were as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Fields, Hardeman of N., Holland, Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, Pace, 
Polk, Scott, Selman, Sterne, Taylor, Whittlesey, Winfield and 
Wren —21. 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, McKinney, 
“Reynolds, Runnels. "Rassell, Shaw, pes iE Tarrant, Tar- 
ver, Williams and Wilson — 1 

So the vote was reconsideréd. © — ; = 

Question recurring again,on the adoption of the. amendment 
proposed by the Senate, upon which the yeas and nays were 
cal led for i 

Mr. Polk moved to lay: the bill and amendments on the table 
until to morrow ; lost. 

Mr Bogant moved a,calb of the Honse. T'he call was made 
and the Sergeant-at- arms despatched for absentees. 
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On motion of Mr. Burney, Mr. Millican was excused. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, the call was suspended. 

The yeas and nays being told, were as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Burney. Charlton, Clongh, Coch- 
ran, Fields, Hardeman of N., Bolland Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, 
Pace, Scott, Selman, Sterne, Taylor, Whittlesey, Winfield and 
Wreu—20.  . 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Crump of B., Franklin, Gillet, 
Jowers, McKinney, Reynolds, Ruunels, Russell, Shaw, Shea, 
Smith of R. R., Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Williams and 
Wilson—19. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplemental io an act to create 
the county of Ellis, with report from committee on County and 
County Boundaries recommending its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, was ordered to be engrossed ; and, 
on further motion of Mr. Tarrant, the rele was suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of John Jackson of Dallas county—Sen- 
ate’s bill; read first time. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Zebulon M. Porter; read 
second time. i 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, was ordered to be NET 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, the House adjourned until half- 
. past 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


AvsTIN, January 18, 1850. 


The House of Representatives met persuant to adjournment— 
roll called —quorum present. 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Bogart moved to amend the journal of the proceedings of 
yesterday, by striking out the amendment offered by him to the 
resolution offered by Mr. Taylor, in relation to the subscription 
for publie newspapers hy this house; lost. 

Journals adopted, 

Mr. Lott presented the petition of John Brown, (Red,) of Van 
Zandt county. i 
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On motion of Mr. Lott, the petition was read and referred to 
the committee on Private Land Claims. 

ae Tarrant presented the petition of N. T. Byars, praying for 
relie 

On motion of Tarrant, the petition was s referred to the com- 
mittee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Johuson presented the petition of sundry citizens n 'Titus 
county, praying for a Turnpike charter. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, the petition was referred to a Se- 
lect committee of three, consisting of Messrs. Johnson, McNairy 
and Wren. 

Mr. Holland presented the petition of John E. Anderson and 
others, citizens of Panola county. prayiug to change the name of 
George Harral, to George W. Gibbs. 

Ou motion of Mr. Holland, the petition was referred to ihe 
committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report : 

CommMITTEE Room, January 18, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Finaace have had under consideration, a 
bill to be entitied an act to amend an act entitled an act to raise a 
revenue by taxation, and have instructed me to return said bill, 
and ask that it be laid upon the table, as they are opposed to its 
provisions ; the bill proposes to reduce the poli tax to fifty cents, 
and to exempt persons from paying the same after arriving at the, 
age of forty-five years. 

, Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 
ay. 

Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, made the following report : 

CoMMITTEE Room, January 18, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on County and County Boundaries, have had 
under consideration the petition of B. S. Hanghonn, of Harrison 
county, asking to be attached to Panola county ; a majority of 
- the committee consider the prayer of the petitioner impracticable 
and inexpedient, they therefore instruct me to report adversely to 
the petition, aud ask to be discharged from the further considera- 
tionof the same. ` - 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 


day. 
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Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : 
CowwiTTEE Room, January 18, 1850; 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, j 
i ja Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a-bill to be 
entitled an act providing for the payment of the forage, subsist- 
ance, medicines, ete, of the company of mounted volunteers 
commanded by Captain Johnson, and mustered into the service 


of the State by order of his Excelleney, George T. Wood, Go- 


vernor ; 

'S0, & bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to 
amend an aet supplementary to an act, to create aud orgauize the 
county of Panola ; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Charles Morgan and 
Robert Rose; and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Holland introduced a bill to be entitled an act to changé 
the name of George Harral, to George W. Gibbs; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Holland, -the rnle was suspended and bill 
read second time, and referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the orders of the day was taken up. 

A bill to be entitled an aet to amend the 28th section of an act 
entitled an aet to regulate proceedings in the District Courts. Or- 
dered to be engtossed. 

Mr. Selman, by leave, introdneed a bill to he entitled an act to 
establish the judicial districts of the District Courts, 

Mr. Sterne moved a suspension of the rule in order that the 
bill may be read a second time; lost. 

A bill to be entitled an act anthorizing the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, td issue a certificate for two-thirds of a 
league and a labor of land to the heirs of A. Dixon, with a report 
from the committee on- Private Land Claims. On motion, the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Uvalde, with. 


a report from the committee on County and County Boundaries. 
On motion of Mr. Lewis, the bill was ordered to he engrossed. 

Resolution granting to Christopher Tonte and R. M. Davis, 
one league of land each, with a report from the committee on 
Private Land Claims. On motion of Mr. Stapp, the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed, 

Resolution changing the rules of the house that prohibits de- 
bate on a mofion tolie on thetable, previous questiou or to 
adjourn. 
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‘Mr. Wren, moved to strike ont, to adjourn ; lost. 

Mr. Jowers moved to strike ont “ previous question ;? lost. 

The question recurred upon the adoption of the original resolu- 
tion, was taken and rejected. — 

Resolution relative to the order that the business shall be taken: 
up that is on the Speaker's table. Resolution rejected. 

A- bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of R. W. 
Balentine. 

On motion of Mr. Cramp of Austin, the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Crump of Austin, the rule was suspended 
and the bill read third time dud passed. 

A bill to be entitled.an act for the relief of George 7. Howard 
and Dunean C. Ogden, with a report from the committee on 
Public Debt. The substitute adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Crump of Bexar, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the establishment of Free Pub- 
lie Schools, witha report from the committee on Education, re- 
commending a substitute; substitute adopted. : 

Mr. Taylor moved to engross the bill, , 

-Mr. Bogart offered the following amendment : strike out “in 
proportion to the amount of Taxes paid,” and insert “in propor- 
tion to the white pop: lation.” 

The following message was received from the Senate, through 
their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker:—I am instructed by the ‘Senate to inform the 
House of Representatives, of the pussage of the following bill 
originating in the Senate: 

A bill to be entitled an act supplernentary to an aet concerning 
crimes and panishments, approved March 20th, 1848. © . 

‘Yeas and nays being called for upon the. adoption of the 
amendment offered by Mr. Bogart, resulted as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Charlton, Clements, 
Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Johuson,Jowers, Lewis; Lott, McKin- 
ney, Millican, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, 
Smith of Red River, Smith of; Shelby, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, 
Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren—29. 

Navs— Messrs, Bryan, Burney. Clough, Crump of Austin, 
Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Holland, Lloyd, Mc- 
Nary, Pace, Polk, Runnels, Stapp, Tarver and Taylor—16. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Holland moved to lay the bill on the table, which was de- 
,eided to:be ont of order by the Speaker. 
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Mr. Burney offered the following amendment: “ the distribu- 
tion of the fund shall be based on the census taken in the year 
1851 and thereafter; ? which was adopted. / 

The question recurred upon the eugrossment of the. bill.as 
ameuded, the yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
Cochran, Fields, Hardeman of Nac. Holland, Johnson, Jowers, 
Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Millican, Polk, Reynolds, Scott, Selman, 
Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, 
Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams and Wren —29. 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Clements, Clongb, Crnmp of Anstin, 
Crump of Bexar, Gillet, Lewis, McNairy, Pace, Runnels, Rus- 
sell, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Wilson and Winfield~16. =? 

Mr. Millican, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts, by leave, made the following report: 

JOMMITTEE Room, Jannary 18, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House ef Representatives: 

The committee on Claims and Aecaunts, to whom was referr 
a bill to authorize Josph H. Beck, to plead and be allowed certain 
off-sets in cases therein mentioned ; have examined the bill, and 
have directed it to be returned with an amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage. ! 

Report and bi.l received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 
On motion of Mr. Bee, the rule was suspended and the bill 


taken up, and the amendment proposed by the committee adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Bee, the bi ] was read third time, and passed. 

Mr. Bryau gave notice that he wonld on to-morrow, move to 
reconsider the vote taken ou. to-day, upon a bill to be entitled an 
act for the establishment of Free Public Schools. 

Mr. Charlton, by leave,. introduced a bill to be entitled an aet 
to incorporate the Jasper Cotton Manufacturing Company. 

Mr. Buruey in the Chair. 

Mr. Whittlesey moved a suspention of the rule, and that the 
bill be read a second time and referred to the committee on Inter- 
nal Improvements; carried. l 

Mr. Wilson, by leave, offered the following joint resolution, 
to wit: : 

Joint Resolution, Be it resolved by the Legislature of the 
State. of Texas, Tnat the Constitution of the State of Texas, 
be so amended, that the 34th section of article. the 7th, (under 
the head of general provions,) be so amended as to read as fol- 


lows, Section 34th. The Legislature may at any session thereof, | 
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establish such new counties as may he necessary for the conven- 
ience of the inhabitants thereof ; provided, that no new county 
shall be established which shall reduce the ceunty or counties or 
either of them from which it shall be taken, to.a less area than 
nine hundred square miles, (except the county of Bowie,) unless 
by consent cf two-thirds of the Legislature, nor shall any county 
be laid off of less contents ; read first time. 

On motion, the report of the committee npon DeLeon’s colony 
was laid on the table. 

A biil to be entitled an act to create the county of Falls. 

Mr. Holland moved to strike out Falls and insert Quitman ; 
ost. 

Mr. Tarver moved to strike out Falls; and insert McCulloch ; 
lost. 

Mr. Scott moved to strike out Falls, and insert Moreland ; lost. 

Mr. McKinney moved: to strike out Falls, and insert Cham- 
bers; lost. ` 

Mr. Whittlesey moved to lay the bill ou the table; lost. 

On motion of Mr, Whittlesey, the bill was ordered, to be en- 
grossed. 

Joint resolution for the reliefof the estate of Lieutenant Bus 
ing. deceased. 

Mr. MeKinney offered the following amendment, to wit: 
“strike ont all after defalcation in the ninth line,” and insert, 
“that the Anditor and Comptroller be reqnired to audit the 
amount due said Lansing at the time of his d: cease, to be' placed 
upon the same footing of other claims against the late Republic 
of Texas ;” amendinent adopted; bill read third time and passed. 

Mr. Gillet offéred the following joint resolution, proposing the 
repeal of a portion of the tenth article of the Constitution of the 
State of Texas: 

Section 1. Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of 
Texas, That, that portion of the teuth article of, the Constitu- 
tion of the State of Texas, selling apirt © one-tenth of the rev- 
enue of the State, derivable from taxation as a perpetual fund, 
which fund shall be appropriated to the support of free public 
Schools be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. Beit further resolved, That the Governor cause this ' 
resolution to be duly pnblisbed in the public prints of the State, 
at least three months before the next general election for Repre- 
sentatives of the State Legislature ; read first time. 

Mr. Tarver, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Joint resolution, instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives iu the United States Congress, to oppose the sub- 
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stitution of specific duties on imports, in place of the present ad- 
valorem system, 

Whereas, Xt is the opinion of this Legislature, that no tariff 
should be imposed by the government of the United States, ex- 
cept for revenue alone; aud whereas, the experience of the last 
three years has demonstrated the praeticabiliry of raising à rev- 
enne sufficient for all the legitimate purposes of government, by 
the light advalorem duties of tlie preseut tariff; and whereas, a 
diseriminating tariff for the protection of any partienlar brauch 
of indnstry at the expense of another, is alike odious, unjust and 
repugnant to the constitution of the United States. 

Therefore, be it resolved by the Levislature of the State of 
Texas, That our Senators in the United States Congress, are 
hereby instructed, and our Representatives are requested to oppose 
any modification of the existing tariff, which proposes to levy 
specific or discriminating duties, for the purpose of government. 

Be it further resolved, ‘That his Excellency, the Governor of 
this State, is hereby requested to transmit to each of our Senators 
and Representatives, a copy of these resolutions. 

Mr. Fields moved to reject the resolutions. 

Mr. Tarver moved to suspend the rule, and that the resolutions 
be read a second time. 

The yeas and nays were called for, 

Mr. Fields. by leave, withdrew the motion to reject the resolu- 
tions offered by Mr. Tarver. 

The question recurred upon the motion of Mr. Tarver, to sus- 
pend the rule ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, the resolutions offered hy Mr. 
Tarver, was referred to a select commiltee, consisting af Messrs. 
Tarver, Smith of Red River, Bee, McKinney and Jobnson. 

Mr. W hittlesev, chairmain „of the committee on Eugrossed 
Bills, made the following report: 

COMMITTEE Room, January 18, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a joint res- 
, olution for the relief of the heirs of R. W. Ballentine, deceased ; 
and found the same correctly engrossed. 

Report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, he was excnsed from the joint select 
committee, upon the memorial of the contractors of Peters’ 
a Hine 

Mr. Stewart, by leave, introdnced the fallowing resolution ; 

Resolved, That the committee on the Publict Debt, be reques- 
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ted to examine al] the claims against the late Republic of Texas, 
which have been presented to ‘the Auditor and Comptroller, and 
‘which have not been heretofore andited, and report the same to 
this House, by bill or otherwise ; adopted. we a : 

Mr. Runnels moved that the resolution offered by Mr. Stewart, 


: be referred to the eomuiittee on the Public. Debt. 


Mr. Tarrant moved that fifty copies of a bill to be entitled an 
act to quiet land titles west of the Nueces river, be printed. 

Mr. McKinney moved to amena, by inserting one hundred in- 
stead of fifty copies; the amendment was aecepted, and the mo- 
tion of Mr. Tarrant as amended was carried. 

On motion of Mr. Williains, Mr. Stewart was added to the 
cominittee on. Publie Debt. 

Joint resolution to provide for the payment of translating the 
laws of the first and second sessions of the Legislature into Ger- 
mau, and for printing the same ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entit!ed an act to incorporate the city of Browns- 


ville; amendments concurred in, and bill read third time and 


passed. 

Mr. Scott offered the following resolntion : 

Resolved, hat the committee on State Affairs, be required to 
examine into the expediency of abolishing the office of Adjutant 
General as it now exists, and report by bill or otherwise ; ; adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to perfect the land titles in Castro’s 
colony, with amendments from the Senate ; amendments egn- 
curred in. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, p. 1n. 


9 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

A bill to be entitled an aet to establish and incorporate a Liter- 
ary Institution, under the supervision and control of the Eastern 
Texas Annual Conference, located at or near the town of Hen- 
son, Rusk county in this State ; with amendment from Senate + 
amendment concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of McLennan ; 
with amendment from Senate ; concurred in. 

Mr. Scott, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the citizens and others who desire it, have per- 
mission to use the room fora party this evening. 

Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, moved to lay the resolution 
on the table; lost. 
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The yeas and nays being called for on the adoption of the res- 
olntion, were as follows: 

Yeas-- Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Charlton, Clements, Clough, 
Crump of Austin, Crump of Bexar, Gillet, Holland, Jowers, Lott, 
McNairy, Pace, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, elias. Shaw, Shea, 
Smith of Shelby, Stewart, Tarrant, i 'aryer, Whittlesey and Wil- 
liams—26. 

Nays— Messrs. Bogart, Cochrang Fields, Hardeman of Nacog- 
doches, Lloyd, Millican, Polk, Runnels, Smith of R. R., Sterne, 
'Taylor and Wren—-12. So the resolution was adopted. 

An act to amend the first section of an act entitled an act, to 
create the county of Anderson, approved March 24th, 1846— 
Senate’s bill ; read third time and passed. 

An act requiring the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice, to issue a certificate of one-third of a league of land to the 
heirs of Montgomery Baxter—Senate's bill; read second time. 

“On motion of Mr. Charlton, the bill was read by its eaption, 
and, on motion, was referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

An act to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, to issue a head. right certificate to Guy M. Bryan—Sen- 
ate's bill; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the bill was read by its caption, and 
on motion, was referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
John C. Ogden—Senate’s bill; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, was read by its caption, and on mo- 
tion, was referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill for the relief of James Hall, administrator of Richard 
Hall, deceased —Senate's bill; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, - was read by its caption, and, on 
motion, was referred to the committee on Private Land Claims: 

Joint resolution requiring the clerk of the County Court of 
Austin county, to record all the proceedings of-the Alcalde courts 
and the Ayuntamento, which may at this time be found in his 

office—Senate’s bill ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. "l'aylor, was read by its caption; and, on mo- 
tion, was referred to the Judiciary committee. 

- A bill for the relief of John Jackson of Dallas county; read 
second time. 

On motion of Mr. Cochran, was read by its caption; and, on 
motion was referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to be entitled “an aet requiring the election of County 
Treasurers by the, people ; read third time and passed. 
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_A bill donating to John Neill and James O. Rice, one league 
of land each, for being permanently disabled in the service of the 
Republic of : ‘Texas ; and one league of land to the legal heirs of 
Hays Covington, Who was killed in the service of the same— 
Senate's bill ; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled an 
act, to apportion the Senators aud Representatives of the Legis- 
lature, among the several counties of this State, according to the 
requirements of the constitution, approved January, 1850; read 

third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of the several bills orig- 
inating in the Senate, to wit: 

Joint resolution for the relief of Samuel G. Norvell ; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Fuller ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Jacob Allbright ; 

A bill for the relief of Mary R. Harris ;: 

A bill supplementary to an act defining the duties of District 
Attorneys ; 

A bili for the relief of Cain T. Bush, a soldier in the army of 
the late Republic of Texas. 

. The following bills originating in the House: 

A bill to be entitled au act to authorize Baily Inglish, Thomas 
Cowart and their associates, to construct a Turnpike road from 
the town of Bonham in the county of Fannin, across the Bois 
d'Arc bottom, to the highland on the east side of said stream in 
the direction of the town of Paris, in Lamar county ; 

A bill to be entitled an dct to create the county of Bell. 

A bill to fix the salaries and per dime pay of officers not other- 
wise provided for by law, was taken up. 

Mr. Ruunels moved to lay the bill on the table until the 4th 
day of July next ; lost. 

Mr. McKinney ‘moved to strike out one thousand, and insert 
twelve hundred dollars per year, as the salary for the Treasurer ; j 
upon which the yeas and nays were called for, and resulted as 
follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Crump of Austin, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Gillet, Holland, 
Lewis, McKinney, Millican, Polk, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Shaw, 
Shea, Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Whit- 
tlesey, Williams and Wren- ~27, 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Hardeman of Na- 
cogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Pace, Selman, 
Smith of Red River, Stapp and Taylor—14. 
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Mr. MeKinney's motion was adopted. 

Mr. Tarver moved to strike ont one thousand, and insert twelve 
hundred dollars per year, for Secretary of State ; upon which 
tlie yeas and nays were called for. and resulted as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Crimp 
of Bexar, Holland, Lewis, McKinney, Polk, Reynolds, Shea, 
Smith of Shelby, Stewart, Tarrant and Tarver—16. 

. Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Clough, Cochran, Crump of Austin, 
Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, 
Lloyd, Lott, MeNairy, Millican, Pace, Runnels, Rassell, Scott, 
Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Stapp, Sterne, Taylor, 
Whittlesey, Williams and Wren— 20; 

So Mr. Tarver’s motion was lost. 

Mr. Stewart moved an amendment to Mr. Tarve’s, strike out 
one thousand, and insert eleven hundred dollars; the yeas and 
nays were called for, and resulted as follows ; 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Crump 
of Bexar, Holland, Lewis, McKinney, Polk, Shea, Smith of Shel- 
by, Stewart, Tarrant and "l'arver—15. 

Nays—Messis. Charlton, Clough, Cochran, Crump of Austin, 
Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnsen, Jowers, 
Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Pace, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, 
Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Stapp, Sterne, Taylor, Whit- 
tlesey, Williams and Wren— 20. j 

So the House refused to adopt Mr. Stewart's amendment. 

Mr. Bryan moved to amend by striking out six hundred, and in- 
sertiug seven hundred and fifty dollars, for the pay of the clerk of 
Secretary of Stafe; upon which the yeas and nays were called for. 

Mr. Tarver moved a call of the House; carried. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, Mr. Franklin was excused. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the eall was suspended. 

Mr. Clements moved to lay the bill om thé table until to-mor- 
row, and make it the special orderof the day for 12 o’clock; lost. 

Question on Mr. Bryan’s motion to amend was put, and the 
yeas and nays being told, were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Coch- 


, ran, Crump of Austin, Cramp of Bexar, Lewis, McKinney, 


Smith of Shelby, Stewart and Tarver—138. 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Fields, Gillet, Harde- 
man of Nacogdoches, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, 
McNairy, Millican, Pace, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, 
Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Tay- 
lor, Whittlesey, Williams and Wren~-29, . 

So Mr. Bryan's amendment was lost, 
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Mr. Crump of Bexar, moved to strike out six hundred, and in. 
sert seven hundred and fifty dollars-per year, for Govertror’s Pri- 
vate Secretary ; yeas and nays were called for, and resulted as 
follows: NRI 

Yeas—Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Crump of Bexar; Lewis, 
McKinney, Stewart and Tarver—8. 

Nays—Messrs, Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clough, 
Cochran, Cramp of Austin, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Millican, Pace, 
Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith 
of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor, 
Whittlesey, Williams and Wren—33. 

So the motion of Mr. Cramp of Bexar, was lost. 

Mr. Sterne moved to strike out seven hundred and fifty; and in- 
sert eight hundred dollars, for Assistant Draughtsman’s pay in the 
Land Office; yeas and nays were called for, and resulted as 
follows: 

Yeas—-Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Crump of B., Fields, 
Lewis, McKinney, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Shelby, 
Sterne, Stewart, Tarver, Whittlesey and Williams—17. 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Burney, Charlton, Clements, Clough, 
Cochran, Crump of Austin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Pace, Polk, 
Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Smith of Red River, Stapp, Tar- 
rant, Taylor and Wren —25. l 
. So Mr. Sterne's amendment was lost. 

Mr. Lewis moved to amend by inserting five dollars per day 
for Chief Clerk, Assistant Clerks, and officers attendant thereon ; 
upon which motion the yeas and nays were called for, and result- 
ed as follows : ' i 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Clements, Cochran, Lew- 
is, Scott, Smith of Shelby, Tarrant, Tarver, Whittlesey and 
Williams —13. | 

Nays-—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Crump of Austin, 
Crump of Bexar, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, McNairy, 
Pace, Polk, Reynolds. Runnels, Russel], Selman, Shaw, Smith 
of Red River, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Taylor and Wren—27. 

So the House refused to adopt the amendment. 

-- Mr. Fields moved to amend as follows: provided the President 
of the Senate, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
Chief Clerk of each House, shall severally receive four dollars 
per day. 

Mi. dose amendment to the dthendment, strike out Pres- 
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ident of the Senate, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and insert Clerks, Sergeant-at-arms and Door keeper ; adopted. 

Mr. Bee moved to strike out-three dollars per day for members 
of the Legislature, and insert four dollars, 

Question recurring on Mr. Field's amendment as amended, up- 
on which the yeas and nays were called for, and resulted as 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Burney, Clements, Cochran 
Crump of Austin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Jowers, Lott, Pace, 
Polk, Runnels, Scott, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red River, Smith 
of Shelby, Taylor and W iliiams—19. 

Nays--Messrs. Bogart, Clough, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Gil- 
let, Holland, Johnson, Lewis, Lloyd, McKinney, McNairy, Rey- 
nolds, Russell, Selman, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, ‘Tarver, 
Whittlesey and Wren—21. 

So the amendment as amended was rejected. 

Mr. Stewart moved the Chief Clerk of the House and Secre- 
tary of the Senate receive each, four dollars per day. 

Mr. Crump of Bexar, moved to amend by inserting five dollars 
instead of four; lost. 

Question on Mr. Stewart's motion. es 

Mr. Jowers moved to adjourn, npon which the yeas and nays 
were called for, and resulted as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Charlton, Clements, Clough, 
Crump of Bexar, Gillet, Holland, Jowers, Lewis, Lott, McNairy, 
Pace, Polk, Runnels, Scott, Shea, Smith of Shelby, Tarver, Whit- 
tlesey and Williams—21. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Cochran, Crump of Austin, 
Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Lloyd, McKinney, 
Reynolds, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Stapp, 
Sterne, Stewart, Taylor and Wren—19. : 

So the House adjourned until to-morrow morning, half-past 
nine o'clock. 


ee 
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Austin, January 19, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment——roll called —quorum 
present. 

Journalof yesterday read and adopted. 

Mr. Wren offered the following resolution : - 

Resolved, That the members of this House shall only address 


591 


the Speaker from their places in the House, or when presenting 
busiuess. 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, the resolution was laid upon the 
table. en 
Mr. Taylor moved to suspend the rule which prohibits the 
introduction of new business in this House after the 18th inst., 
for oue day. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the rule referred toin the motion of 
Mr. Taylor was indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Clough, presented the petition of. Robert Chew and W. K. 
English, praying for relief. 

On motion of Mr. Clough, was referred to the committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Fields presented the remonstrance of sundry citizens of 
Polk county. p 

On motion of Mr. Fields, was referred to the committee on 
County and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Crump.of Bexar, presented the petition of William H. 
Parker. : 

Ou motion of Mr. Crump of Bexar, the petition of Wm. H. 
Parker was referred to the committee on Public Debt. 

Mr. Sterne offered a joint resolution for the relief of William 
E. Parker. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the joint resolution for the relief of 
William E. Parker was read second time and referred to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Stewart presented the petition of sundry citizens of Comal 
county. : 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the petition of the citizens of Co- 
mal county was referred to the committee on State Affairs. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 


following report : 


- 


CowmwrtrrEEg Room, January 18, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The Finance committee were instructed some time since, by a 
resolution of the House of Representatives, to examine the laws 
and journals of the last Legislature, and ascertain what amount 
ought to be deducted from the account of the late public printer, 
in consequence of the shortness of pages and other defects point- 
ed out by a report of the committee on public printing. This 
duty has been performed. A careful examination has been made, 
and a resolution is herewith submitted, authorizing the Comp- 
troller to settle with the said public printer for the amount due, 
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after making the neçessary deductions, viz; one hundred and 
forty-four pages from the entire work. ‘The committee deem it 
proper to state, that they have delayed reporting on this subject 
at the request of Mr. Cruger, who wished further time to place 
further testimony before the committee, which was granted.— 
Respectfully, &c. 

Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Clough, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 
the following reports: — 
Committers Room, January 19, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


lam instructed by a majority of the committee on Affairs of 
State, to report a bill which was referred to them, entitled an act 
to change the name of George Harral to George W, Gibbs. They 
have examined the bill, and recommend to the House that it be 
passed. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders.of the 


day. « z 
CoMMITTEE Room, January 19, 1850.. 


To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the Louse of Representatives: 


lam instructed by a majority of the committee on State Af- 
fairs to report, that they have examined a bill concerning passen- 
gers coming into the State of Texas. They commend it to the 
House, and ask to he discharged from further investigation of 
the subject. ' 

Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 


Mr. Burney, chairman of thecommittee on Private Land Claims 
made the following reports : 


Commrrres Room, January 19, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. Q. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a petition of the heirs at law of William and Henry Nimmo, have. 
examihed the same, and instructed me to report the same, back 
to the House, and ask to be excused from the further considera- 
tion of the same. i 

Report and petition received, to come up among the orders 
of the day. | E 
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i CowMrTTEE Room, January 19, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House: of Representatives : 
The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
an act to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land Of- > 
fice to issue a head-right certificate to Guy M. Bryan, have had 
the same under éonsideration,and instructéd me to report the same 
back to the House, without amendment, and recommend its pas- 
Sage. 
å ‘Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
ay. 
CoMMITTEE Room, January 19, 1850. 
To the- Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Private land Claims, to whom was réferred 
a joint resolution for therelief of John W. Little, have examined 
the saine, together with the evidence, and instructed me to report 
the same back to the House and recommetid its passage. 
Report and joint resolution received, to come up among the 
one of the day. 
CowwrrTEE Room, January 19, 1850. 


"To iiis Hon. C. G. Keenan, 


Speaker of the House'of ‘Representatives : 
The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 


abill to be entitled an act to authorize and require the Commis- 


sioner of the General Land Office to issue to Wiley Marshall a 
land certificate for three hundred and tweüty acres of land, have 
had the same under consideration, and find that Edward H. Pitts, 
a citizen of our State, whose claim has been submitted to this 
committee, is justly entitled to the same quantity of land; and 
as one and the same bill can embrace both cases, the committee 
have instructed meto recommend the amendments herewith süb-" 
mitted, and the passage of the bill. 


Amendments : 

After the word “Marshall,” add “and Edward H. Pitts,” 
wherever it occurs in the bill. 

Strike out “ man,” and insert “men” wherever it occurs. 

Strike out “ he was,” and insert “ they were.” 

Sec, 2, After the word “land,” insert * each.” 

Report, bill and amendments ' received, to come up among the 
orders of the day. 


+ 


i 


594 


CommirrEer Room, January 19, 1850. 

Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 

an act for the relief of the heirs of James Ury, deceased, have 


* examined the same, and have instructed me to report the bill back 


to the House and recommend its passage. 
Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 
Mr. Whittlesey. chairman ot the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report: — - 
COMMITTEE Room, sanagi 19, 1850, 


To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act supplementary to an a entitled an act to cre- 
ate the county of Ellis ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to aan the county of Falls; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of J. F. Brown and Ly- 
man Tarbox ; 

Also, a joint resolution makiüg an appropriation for the per 
diem pay.of the members and officers of the present Legislature; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Zebulon M. Porter, : 
and find the same correctly engrossed, 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Burney,chairman ofthe committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: 

CommirreEE Room, January 19, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Kernan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills and find them,correctly enrolled : 

‘A bill to amend the 3d, 6th, 7th and 9th sections of an aet au- 
thorizing the county courts to regulate funus appoint overseers, 
Ec, approved March 15, 1848 ; 

An act to amend an act to create the ents of Webb, appro- 
ved January 28, 1848 ; 

An act to authorize the SUED of Smith eounty to record 
certain field-notes therein mentioned ; 

An aet for the relief of the heirs of Duncan McelIutyre, dec’d ; 

An act for the relief of Mary Henderson ;- 

An act to change the name o William Vins Walradt to Wil- 
Jiam Walradt Pod 
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An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to create the 
county of Smith; approved February 25, 1848 ; 

And an aet to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate Bay- 
lor University, approved February 1, 1845.;-and having been 
signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives aud Pre- 
sident of the Senate, were this day presented te his Excellency, 
the Governor, for his approval. 

Report accepted. —— f 

Mr. McNairy, one of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: — 

CowMrTTEE Room, January 19, 1850 
l'a the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a bill-entitled 
an act for the relief of Thos. Wm. Ward, and find the same cor- 
rectly enrolled. 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report : 

Commrrrer Room, January 19, 1850, 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, : 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have this day transmitted to 
his Excellency, the Governor of the State, for his approval, a 
bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Thos. Wm. Ward. 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Bee, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, made 
the following report: 
` CommitTEE Room, January 19, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House-of Representatives : 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Melville Langham, praying for the passage of a law 
granting him an augmentation of two-thirds of a league and la- 
bor of land, he having received as a single man one-third of a 
league, and married within the time prescribed by law. The 
committee being satisfied with the truth of the statement, sub- 
mit the accompanving bill and recommend its passage: + ` 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Melville Langham; 
read first time. , 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day, . 
Mr. Winfield introduced a bill to be entitled an act supplemen- 
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faty to:an-act regulating ferries, approved January, 1850 ; read 
first time. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Seere- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of the several bills ori- 

inating in-the Senate: Joint resolution and memorial of .the 

egislature of the State of Texas, to the President and Congress 
of the United States, relative to the vast.and enormous depreda- 
tions committed upon the persons and property of those residing 
upon.the borders and frontier of the State of Texas ; aud asking 
an increase of the military establishment in Texas for the due 
protection of the lives, persons aud property of-her citizens ; 

An aet to incorporate the Brazos, San Bernard and Oyster 
Creek Canal and Navigation Company ; 

A bill to create the county of Marion ; 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Scranton ; 

An act for the relief of James R. Pace; 

A bill to organize the county of Marion ; 

: À bill to change the name of Richmond Hill to David 'Ran- 
on; 

A hill for the relief of Charles T. Stanley. ` 

Also, the following bills originating in the House: A bill to be 
entitled an aet to incorporate the Mount Vernon Male and Fe- 
. male Academies ; : 

A bill to be entitled an act to remove the Land Office of the 
Milam Land District from Burleson county, to Cameron, in Mi- 
lam county ; l 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary fo an act entitled an 
act to exempt buildings and grounds designed and used for pur- 
poses of education or public worship from taxation ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Wm. S. Tuton; 

Joint resolution providing for the removal of certain Spanish 
documents from Nacogdoches county to the State Department ; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of James S. Patterson. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

On motion of Mr. 'l'aylor, the business on the Speaker's table 
and Orders of the Day were taken up. 

Report of the committee on Claims and Accounts upon the 
petition of Edward St. John and other citizehs of Refugio coun- 
ty ; report accepted and petition rejected. 

A bill to amend the fourth section of an act for the"regulation 
of Pilots at the mouth of the Brazos river, approved March 18, 
1848 ; read second time. 
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Mr. Bryan moved that the bill be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr. McKinney, the bill was laid on the table 
until Monday next. | » f 
Mr. Lloyd, chairman of the committee off Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, by leave, made the following report : 
CowMrTTEE Room, Jan. 19, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, to whom was 
referred a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Guadalupe 
Bridge Company, have had the same under consideration, dad 
can see no cause why the bill should not pass, The committee, 
therefore, instruct me to report.it back, and recommend its pas- 
sage. 

r Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
ay. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, a joint resolution providing more 
effectually for the protection of the: frontier of Texas, was taken‘ 
up and placed among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, a bill to fix the salaries and per diem 
pay of officers not otherwise provided for by law, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, a call of the House was had. 

On motion of Mr. “Tarrant, the Sergeant-at-arms was despatch- 
ed after the absentees. 

-On motion of Mr. Wren, the call was snspended. 

Mr. Scott moved to strike out “three” dollars, and insert “four” 
for all officers attendant on the Legislature. 

Mr. Runnels offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ment: Chief Olerk and Secretary of the Senate five dollars per 
day each ; subordinate Clerks, assistant Secretary of the Senate, 
eee all other officers of the two Houses, four dollars per day 
each. 

The yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Crump of Anstin, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, Har- 
deman of Nac., Hardeman of Travis, Jowers, Lewis, ‘Lott, Run- 
nels, Scott, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, 
Tarver, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—27. 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Fields, Holland, 
Johnson, Lloyd, McKinney, McNairy, Millican, Pace, Polk, Rey- 
_ holds, Russell, Selman, Smith of Red River, Stapp, Taylor, and 
Wren —19. : 

The question was taken upon the amendment as amended.— 
‘The yeas and nays being called for resulted as follows: 


»- 


a 


598 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Charlton, Clements, Clough, 
Crump of A., Crump of B., Franklin, Lewis, Lott, McKinney, 
Smith of S., Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Whittlesey, Wil- 
son,and Winteld —90. 

Nays—Messrs, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Cochran, Fields, Gil- 
Jet, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of 'T., Holland, Johnson, Jow- 

ers, Lloyd, MeNairy, Millican, Pace, Poll; Reynolds, Runnels, 
Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of R. R., Stapp, Taylor 
and Wren—26, 

Mr. Holland offered a substitate for the Senate's bill. 

Mr. Wilson moved to amend, so as to make the substitute a 
joint resolution ; carried. 

Question on the adoption of the substitute offered by Mr. Hol- 
land, the yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Clough, Crump 
of A., Crump of B., Fianklin, Hardeman of T., Holland, Jow- 


ers, Lewis, McKinney, Pace, Shea, Smith of S., Sterne, Stewart. 
. Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson and 


Winfield —25. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, -Charlton, Cochran, Fields, 
Gillet. Hardeman of N., Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Milli- 
can, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of 
R. R., Stapp and Wren--21. 

Ou motion of Mr. McKinney, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Dr. Henry Conally, of Chi- 
huahua, with à report from the committee on Public Lands, re- 
commending its indefinite postponement, Report of the Com- 
mittee adopted. 

On motion of Mr, Wilson, Mr. Russell was excused from at- 
tendance on the Honse in consequence-of ill-health. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the bill to be entitled an act to 
amend the fourth section of an act for the regulation Pilots at the 
mouth of the Brazos river, approved March 38, 1848, was taken 
up. 
"os motion of Mr. Bryan, the bill was ordered to be engrossed.: 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Bexar Manufac- 
turing Company ; read third time and passed, 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the vote taken on yesterday upon a 
bill to be entitled an act to establish free public schools, was re- 
considered. 

Joint resolution for the relief of William R. Baker; read se- 
cond time, 
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On motion of Mr. Burney, the resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

On motion of Mr. MeKinney, Mr. Pace was excused from 
further attendance on this House. o D 

On motion of Mr. Lott, the House adjourned till Monday mor- 
ning 94 o'clock. 


AUSTIN, January 21, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum 
present. ; 

e Journal of Saturday last was read and adopted. 

Mr. Tarver, one of the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following reports: : 
E - CouwrrTEE Room, January 21, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, : 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a pre- 
amble and joint resolution originating in the Senate, instructing 
our Senators and Representatives ‘in the United States Congress 
to procure the passage of a law requiring the United States Dis- 
trict Court to be held at more places than one; and also, a pream- 
dle and joiut resolution originating in the House of Representa- 
tives, upon the same snbject; have had the same under consid- 
eration, and have instructed me to report the accompanying sub- 
stitute, and recommend its passage ; all of which is most respect- 
fully submitted. f 

Report, bill and substitute received, to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. à 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
' originating in the Senate, to be entitled an act supplementary to 
an act creating fees of office, approved March 20, 1848; have 
had the same under consideration, and believing that the laws as it 
now is affords an adequate-compensation to clerks for the services 
mentioned in said bill, ihe committee have instrncied metoreport 
the same back to the House, and recommend its indefinite post- 
pouement ; all of which is respectfully submitted, 

: Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
ay. - 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to regulate the change of venue for the trial 
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of suits in the District Courts, have had the same under consid- 

eration, and have instructed me to report the same back to the 

Honse, and recommend its passage ; all of which is respectfully 

submitted. 

i Report and bill received, to come np among the orders of the 
ay. 


Mr. Wiliams, one of the Judiciary committee, made the fol-. 


lowing report: 
COMMITTEE Room, lmay 21, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
"The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act to amend the 130th section of an act regulating 
proceedings in civil suits, approved 13th of May, 1846; have 


had the same under consideration, andinstructed me to report the, 


same back to the House without amendment, and recommend its 
passage. 
Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 
Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report : 
‘Committee Room, January 21, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
° Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
"The Finance committee have considered a bill to authorize the 
county court of Jasper county, to have levied and collected a 
special county tax, to be applied exclusively to the erection of a 
jail and courthouse for said county, and seeing no objection to the 
bill, a vote of the people being required to atithorise the levying 
of said tax ; the committee have instructed me to return it to the 
House, and recommend its passage. 
. Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
a 
Mr Clough, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made 


| the following report : 


COMMITTEE Roont, January 21, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The joint resolution requiring our delegates in Congress to 
procure additional volunteer service for the protection of the fron- 
tier, which was referred to your committee, has been examined ; 
Y am instructed to recommend the passage of the resolutions with 
the following amendment : strike out a!l after the second “where- 
as" to ¢ volunteers” in the fourth line inclusive, and insert the fol- 
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lowing: “it isthe solemn conviction of this Legislature, that 
Texas mounted volunteers from the peculiar character of the 
service required, are the only troops adequate to the protection of 
the frontier country. —— 

Report; bill and amendment received, to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following reports : 


Commrrrse Room, January 21, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives ; 


The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill to be ‘entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of William 
Wallace, who fell at Goliad ; have had the same under consider- 
ation and find abundant testimony, that said Wallace was a mem- 
ber of Capt. P. S. Wyatt's company, and fell at Goliad, whilst en- 
gaged in the service of Texas, in 1836; that another claim 
equally meritorious, that of Nathaniel Dennis, who fell with 
Grant and Johnson about the same time, and the heirs of each - 
entitled to similar relief; the committee have therefore instructed 
me to submit amendments to this hill; so as to include the two 
cases in one and the same bill; and recommend its passage. 

Amendment, after the word “ Goliad,’ add “andthe heirs of 
Nathaniel Dennis, who fell with Grant ‘and Johnson,” wherever 
it occnrs in the bill. 

Report, bill. and amendment received, to come up among the 
orders of the day. i 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill for the relief of John Jackson of Dallas county, have ex- 
amined the same, and recommend its passage. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders ae the 
da 

“Phe committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, to issue a certificate to J. H. Singleton, for one-third 
of a league.of land; have examined the same, and recommend 
its passage, 

: Keport and bill received; to come up among the orders of the 
ay. 

The committee on Private Land-Claims, to whom was referred. 
the petition of Robert E. Neill, have had the same under consid- 
eration and instructed me to report the following bill for his re- 
lief, and recommend its passage: 
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A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Robert E. Neill; 
read first time. . 
Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. l 
Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, made the following reports : 
Committee Room, January 21, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was refer- 
red the Senate’s bill, entitled an act to establish the La Salle and 


El Paso Railway Company, have had the same under consider- ' 
ation and a majority of said committee have instructed me to re- 


port the same back to the House without amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage ; all of which is respectfully submitted. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was refer- 
red a bill to be entitled an actto incorporate the Jasper Cotton 
Manufacturing Company, have had the same under considera- 
tion and have instructed me to report the same back to the House 
without amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. l : 
Mr. Whittlesey, chairmah of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report: 

ComMiTTEE Room, January 21, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House af Representatives : 

The committee on Eingrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act to amend the twenty-eight section, of an act enti- 
tled an act to regulate proceedings in the District Courts ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Uvalde; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of 
Abasiah Dixon ; l 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to amend the fourth section of 
an act, for the regulation of Pilots at the mouth of the Brazos 
River, approved March 18, 1848 ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of George T. 
Howard and Duncan C. Ogden ; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of William R. Baker; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Christopher. ''route 
and R. M. Davis; and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report accepted. PX 
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Mr, Bryan, one of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report: "og 
CoMmMrTTEE Room, January 21, 1850. 
To the Hon, C. G. KEENAN, m 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined an act enti- 
tled an act to regulate Ferries; and find the same correctly en- 
rolled. 

Report accepted." 

Mr. Sterne, chairman of the committee on the Land Office, 
: made the following report : 

i CowMrrTEB Room, January 21, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Land Office, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation of money to 
build a fire proof Land Office; have had the same under consid- 
eration, and have -instructed me to report the bill back with an 
amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Amendment, strike out “twelve” in the first line, and insert 
E six.” 

Report, billand amendment received, to come up among the 
orders of the day. $ "A 

The committee of Conference made the following report : 

To the Hon. Jonn A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, & 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

T'he committee of Conference. to whom was referred a bill to 
be entitled an act, to provide for holding an election for the per- 
. manent location of the Seat of Government of the State, have 
considered the same and haveagreed to recommend the adoption 
of the Senate’s amendment, striking out the proviso to the second 
section. D. C. VAN DERLIP, 

: Chairman on the part of the Senate. 
WILLIAM FIELDS, `’ 
Chairman on the part of the House. 

Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Lott introduced a bill to be entitled an act to define the 
boundaries of Limestone county ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Lott, the rule was suspended and bill read 
second time; and, on motion was referred to the committee on 
County and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Taylor introduced an act making appropriations for the 
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support of the government, for the years 1850. and 1851; read 


first time. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read second time; and, on motion was referred to the Judiciary 
committee, with the request to report on next Wednesday 
morning. 

On motion of Mr. Lloyd, the orders of the day, and business 
on the Speaker’s table were taken up. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Selman, a bill to be entitled an act to incor- 
porate the town of Rusk, was taken up and the rule suspended, 
and the bill read third time and passed. ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to organize the county of Marion ; 
read first time. " 

A billto be entitled an act to create the county of Marion ; 
read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, a bill to be entitled an act-to extend 
the provisiens of an act, entitled an act to provide for ascertaining 
the debt of the late Republic of Texas, approved March 20th, 
1848, was taken up and placed among the orders of the day. 

Joint resolution and memorial of thé Legislature of the State 
of Texas, to the President and Congress of the United States, 
relative to the vast and euormous depredations committed and 
being committed. upon the citizens, and property of those residing 
upon the borders and frontier of ‘Texas ; and asking an inerease 
of the military establishment in Texas, for the due protection of 
the lives, persons and property of her citizens. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the rule was suspended, and the reso- 
lution.read a second time. : 

_ On motion of Mr. Lewis, the word “embarrassing” was struck 
out, and “vast” inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the rule was suspendéd and the resolu- 
tion passed to third reading. 

Mr. Bogart in the Chair. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act concerning 
crimes and punishments, approved March 20th, 1848—Senate’s 
bill ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Clough, Governor Duvall was invited to a 
seat within the bar of the House. i 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended and the bill 


concerning crimes and punishments, was read second time by its 
title, and referred to the Judiciary committee. 
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Mr. Holland, by leave, presented the petition of Robert Jarmon 
and one hundred and forty-six other. citizens of Panola county, 
praying for the creating of a new county, to he called Munroe. 

Qn motion of Mr. Holland, the petition was relerred to the 
committee on County and County Boandaries. 

À. message was received from the Senate, through their Seere- 
tary, informing the House of the passage: of the following bills 
originating in "the House : 

A bill to be entitled an act changing the name of George North 
to George Douglass Bigelow; 

A bill to be eutitled an act authorizing the County Court of 
Red River county, to have the records in books A, B & C, of 
Probate records, uow iu the office of the clerk of said county 
transcribed; 

A joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of the State of 
Texas, to exchange some of the public property in the city of 
Austin for a certain lot and building adjoining the General Land 
Office ; 

Also, that the Senate had appointed Messrs. Taylor, Truit and 
Ward, as a select. committee fo act with like committee of the 
House upon a memorial of citizens of Harrison county, in rela- 
tion toa Railroad. 

Mr. Johnson, ehairman of a Select committee, hy leave, made 
the following report : 


Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 


The Special committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
the citizens of Titus county, praying that a company be charter- 
ed for the purpose of constructing a Turnpike road across the, 
bottom of Hart’s creek, near the town of Mount Pleasant; have 
had the same ander consideration, and instrueted me to. report 
the accompanyiug bill, and recommend its adoption ; bill read 
first time. 

Report and bill received, to come up among.the orders of the 
day. 

" bill to be entitled an act to change the time of holding the 
courts in a part of the fourth Judicial District. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the bill was referred to the commit- 
tee on State Affairs. 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the per diem pay 
of the members and officers of the present Legislature. 

Mr, Field’s moved to lay the bill on the table ; lost. 

Read third time and passed. 

wa * 


CowurrTEE Room, Jan. 21, 1850. 
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A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to create the 
county of Ellis ; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Falls ; .fead 
third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an-aet to incorporate the Bexar Manufaet- 
uring Company ; read third time and passed. by a constitutional 
majority. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the Her of Charles T. Stanly; 
read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Richmond Hilh, 
to David Randon ; read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of James R. Pace; 
read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Frederick Scran- 
ton ; read first time. 

-On motion of Mr. Seott, the rule was suspended and the bill 
read a second time, and referred to the committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A bill to be entitled an act to: incorporate the Brazos, San Ber- 
nard and Oyster Creek Canal and Navigation Company ; read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Clough, the Beda appointed a committee 
of five to aet with the committee appointed upon the part of the 
Senate, to act upon a memorial of citizens of Harrison county, 
upon the subject of a Railroad; the Speaker appointed Messrs. 
Clough, Tarrant, Wilson, Bee and Runnels. 

On motion of Mr, Smith of Shelby, the House adjourned until 
half-past two o'clock, p. m. 

HALF-PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment —roll called qnorum 
present. 

Joint resolution for the reliefof J. F. Brown ind Lyman Tar- 
box ; read third time'and passed. 

Mr. Scott, one of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report : 

CowMrTTEE Room, January 21, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the bill to 
secure to the German Emigration Company and their colonists, 
the lands to which they are entitled and to adjust the liabilities of 
said company ; and find the same correctly enrolled, and have 
this day presented the same to the Governor for his approval. 

Report accepted. s 
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Joint resolution. for the relief of Zebulon M. Porter ; read third 


time and passed. 
A bill for the relief of Mary R. Harris—Senate’s bill; read 
first time. ance” 
A bill for the relief of. Daniel Fuller—Senate’s bill ; read. first 
time. 
A bill supplementary to an act defining the duties of District 
Attorneys—Seuate's bill; read first time. 

. Mr. Williams, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
fix the price of Land Certificates, to be issued by the Commission- 
er of the General Land Office ; read first time. 

. A On motion of Mr. McKinney, the rale was suspended'and' bill 
read second time ; and, on motion of Mr. Taylor, was referred to 
the committee on the Land Office. 
Mr. Chariton, by leave, made the following report: 


CommITTEE Room, January 21, 1850. 
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Hon. C. G..KgENAN, 
Speaker of the Elouse of Representatives :: 

The committee on County and County Boundaries have had 
under consideration an act to define the boundaries of Limestone 
county ; a majority of the committee concurring, instruct me to 
report the bill back to the House without amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage. : 

On motion of Mr. Lott, the rule was suspended, and, on motion 
the bill just reported from- committee on County and County 
Boundaries, was ordered: to be engrossed. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Samuel G, Norvell—Senate’s 
bill; read first time. 

A bill for the relief of Cain T, Brush, asoldier in the army of 
the Republic of Texas; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended ; and bill read 
second time ; and, on motion was referred to the eommittee on 
- Private Land Claims. 

Joint resolution forthe relief of Jacob -Allbright ; read first 
time.. 7 : 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, the rule was suspended; and bill 
read second time ; and, on motion was referred to the Finance 
eommittee. ` 

A bill donating to. John Neill and James ©. Rice, one league 
of land each, for being permanently disabled. in the service of the 
Republic of Texas; and one league of land to the legal heirs of 
Hays Covington, who was killed in the service of the same ; read 
Second time. 
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On motion of Mr. Charlton, was read by its caption ; and, on 
motion was referred to the Military committee. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Charles Morgan and Robert 
Rose; read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to amend 
an act supplementary to au act, to create aud organize the county 

of Panola; read third time and passed. ` 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for the payment of the 
forage, subsistence, medicines, ete., of the company of mounted 
volutiteers, eouimanded by Captain Johnson, and mustered into 
the service of the State by order of his Excellency, George T. 
Wood, Governor; the yeasand nays being called for on its thizd 
and final reading. 

Mr. Wilson moved a call of the House; carried. 

Mr. Fields moved the call be suspended ; ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the bill was laid on the table 
until to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act regulating 
Ferries, approved January, 1850 ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, was ‘laid on the table until fo-mor- 
row. 

“A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
establish the judicial districts of the District Courts; read second 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, was read by its caption; and, on mo- 
tion was referred-to the Judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the vote just taken on the reference 
of the bill to the Judiciary committee, was reconsidered. 

Mr. Tarrant offered the following amendment : strike out 
* Viesca," and insert “ Falls county ;” carried. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, was ordered to be engressed. 

Joint resolution proposing the repeal of a portion of the 10th 
article of the Constitution of the State of Texas; read second 
time. 

Gn motion of Mr. Gillet, was laid on the table. 

Joint resolution relative to amending the 34th section of arti- 
cle 7th ; read seeond time. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, was referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the judicial districts of 
the District Courts ; read second time. 

Ou motion of Mr. Jowers, was referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. 

A bill to be entitled an act to permit the County of Harris to - 
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levy and collect a special tax ; read second time; on motion of 
Mr Reynolds, was referred to the Finance committee. 

. A bill to be entitled an act to provide for removing the Supreme 
Court of the State of Texas, to the town of Henderson, in Rusk 
county; read second time; on motion of Mr. Tarrant, was refer- 
red to the committee on State Affairs, 

Mr. Clough, by leave, made the following report : 

CowMrTTEE Room, January 21, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

: The Joint committee, to whom was referred the resolutions on 
the subject of slavery, have duly considered the same, and have 
agreed to report the Senate's resolutions with the accompanying . 
amendments, and recommend their adoption : 

Amendment.— Resolved, That knowing no'party names or 
. political divisions, upoh questions involving in their nature and 
consequences, the character, property, and political existence of 
those we represent, we are prepared to make common cause with 
our sister States of the Sonth, in defence of the Federal Constitu- 
tion. That our rights being identical, we will cordially co-operate 
with the rest of the South in any measure of defence of our con- 
stitutional rights that may be best calculated to preserve their 
integrity. i 
Report received, to come np amone the orders of the day. 

Report of Finance committee, ona bill to be entitled an act 
to raise a revenue by taxation, recommending itto be laid on 
the table ; report adopted, 

Report of committee on County and County Bonndaries, rela- 
tive to a petition’ of B. S. Mangham ; report adopted and petition 
rejected. 

Report of committee on Claims and Accounts, on a petition of 
Walter Lambert and others ; report adopted and petition rejected. 

A bill to be'entitled au act for the relief of the citizens of Mer- 
cer's Colony, with report and amendments from Special commit- 
tee; amendments adopted. j 

Mr. Tarrant moved to lay the bill on the table until to-morrow; 
lost. . 

Mr. McKinney moved the bill be made the special order of the 
day for Wednesday next ; npon which motion the yeas and nays 
were called for, and resulted as fol'ows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker. Bryan, Burney, Crump of Austin, 
Crump of Bexar, Fields, Frauklia, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
McKinney, Russell, Shea, Stapp, Sterne and Stewart—14. 

Nays—-Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Clements, Clough, Cochran, 
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Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, 
Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, 
Smith of Shelby, Tarrant, ‘larver, Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, 
Wilson and Wren—26, ` 

So the motion to make the bill the special order for Wednesday 
next was lost. 

Mr. Franklin offered an amendment, in the Sth section after the 
word “emigrated,” insert “from without the limits of Texas di- 
rectly to said colony, aud settled therein as colonists under Mer- 
cers contract, and become citizens of Texas ;” 8th section in the 
Ath and 5th line, strike out all between “emigrated” and “prior.” 

Mr. Gillets amendment to the amendment: “ provided a tem- 
. porary stop: in any other portion of Texas, shall not vitiate their 
claim to land.” 

Mr. Tarver offered the following as a substitute to the amend- 
ments: The colonists shall be required to prove that they emi- 
grated from without the limits of Texas, as colonists, and settled 
in the limits of said colony prior to, ete. l 

Mr. Bryan moved the previous question ; upon which the yeas 
and nays were called for, and resulted as follows: 

Yeas—-Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Chariton, Clough, Coch- 
ran, Crump of Austin, Crump of Bexar, Gillet, Hardeman of 
Travis, Johnson, Jowers; Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Reynolds, Rus- 
sell; Scott, Selman, Shea, Smith of Red River, Suuth of Shelby, 
Sterne, Tarrant and Wren—25. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Na- 
cogdaches, McKinney, Polk, Runnels, Shaw, Stapp, Tarver Tay- 
lor, Williams and ‘Wilson—13. 

So Mr. Bryan’s motion was carried, and bill passed to third 
reading. 

Mr. Stapp introduced a joint resolution granting the Hon. Field- 
ing Jones, Judge of the 10th jndicial district, leave of absence 
from the State; read first time. On motion of Mr. Stapp, the 
rule was suspended and joiut resolution read second time ; and, 
on motion was ordered to be engrossed. 

An act granting to Edward Miles, one-third of a league of 
land, with favorable report trom committee on Private Land 
Claims; on motion of Mr. Lewis, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the House adjourned until 9 o’clock, 
to-morrow morning. 
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House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
, present. l 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. — — 

Mr. Wilson presented the petition of sundry citizens of Mata- 
gorda county, praying that Caney Creek may be declared a high- 
way, with an accompanying bill. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the. petition was referred to the 
committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, together with the ac- 
companying bill. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report ; i 

CouMrrTEE Room, Jan. 22, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, - 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: . 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
bill originating in the Senate, euutled a bill to be entitled an act 
to quiet land titles, &c., have had the same under consideration, 
and instruct me to report, that in the opinion of your committee, 
there is do subject of more importance to the people of Texas, 
and no object to be attained more desirable than the quieting of 
their land titles, and having every citizen to make improvements 
and cultivate the soil, with the full conviction thatthe land he 
cultivates is his, and noue to dispute his claim. It is a fact noto- 
rious, that there has beeu. and still is, an almost nniversal doubt 
among strangers, if not among onr own citizens, of the invalidi- 
ty of land tiles in Texas. This has, and will continue to re- 
tard the growth and prosperity of the country unless the evil is 
removed And-yonr committee believe it to be the highest duty 
of the Legislature to do al! and everything they can within the 
scope of legitimate legislation to qniet the titles to lands in Tex- 
as. In the opinion of yonr committee, so far as the State is con- 
cerned, it is immaterial who owns the land, so that. the title is 
settled, and there is a citizen to cultivate it. ‘Phe inquiry natn- 
rally snggests itsel{—why is it that the lands in Texas are held, 
offered and sold for less than lands of the inferior qualities in 
other of our sister States? With a soil and climate unsurpassed, 
why is it that the tide of emigration flows not more readily with- 
in our borders? To your committee the reason is clear—the ge- 
neral doubt of the titles in Texas; the fact that a-land certificate 
might be located on any man’s land; his title questioned ar the 
will of an enemy, or an active speculator. and he himself forced 
into the courts to delend his homestead, has been one great cause 
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in retarding the prosperity of the country. Your committee are 
aware that the subject is one of great i.nportance, and requires 
the judicious action of the Legislature. The difficulty of the 
subject—the apprehension that they might do wrong by some, 
and the apprehension of others that they might loose a chance-of 
making a location, have heretofore prevented the Legislature 
from acting in this matter. Your committee believe the earlier 
the action of the House in this matter, the better it will be for 
the conntry. They respectfully ask leave to report a substitute 
for the Senate’s bill. The provisions of the substitute, in the 
opinion of your committee, contain nothing which does not fall 
within the legitimate and constitutional scope of legislative-pow- 
er, and nothing which would not advance the great interest of 
the State; prevent the increase and accumulation of land suits; 
give confidence in our land titles, and encourage and increase @ 
rapid emigration to our State. Having such views, your com- 
Mittee instruct me to recommend the passage of the substitute 
herewith reported. 

Report, bill and substitute received, to come up among the ot- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. Tarver gave notice on behalf of himself and others of the 
Judiciary committee, that they would make a counter report up- 
on the bill just reported by the chairman of the committee on the 
Judiciary, to quiet land titles in certain parts of Texas, &c. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, niade the 
following report : 

CoxwrrTTEE Room, January 22, 1850, . 
To the Hon. C. G. Krenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
Senate's bill to be entitled an act to provide for the payment of 
jurors, have had the same under consideration, and instruct me 
to report the bill to the Honse and recommend its passage, with 
the accompanying amendments : 

In the caption, after the word “of,” insert “grand and petit.” 

At the end of the 6th section add : “And should the plaintiff in 
any suit fail to pay the jury fee in any case where a verdict has 
been rendered on or before the last day of the term at which said 
verdict was rendered, a judgement of non-suit shall be entered 
against the plaintiff, unless the defendant shall pay the jury fee.” 

Report, bill and amendments received, to come up among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Stewart, from the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report : ; 
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Committee Room, January 22, 1850. | 
"To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
bill to provide for the incorporation of charitable, benevolent and 
sclentific companies or societies, have had the same under consi- 
deration, and deeming its passage both inexpedient and repug- 
nant to the 31st article of the general provisions of the constitu- 
tion, have instructed me to report the bill back to the House and 
recommend that it be laid upon the table. 
Š Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the - 
ay. 
Mr. Smith of Shelby, chairman of-the committee on Military 
Affairs, made the following reports : 
Commirrer Room, January 22, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred a 
bill.to provide for the pay of the Mier prisoners, together with 
two several amendments to include the Santa Fé and San Anto- 
nio prisoners in said bill, have had the same under consideration, 
and a majority of said committee have instructed me to report 
that they believe the bill referred, as well as the amend- 
ments, to be simply in accordance with justice, and the compen- 
sation contemplaied very reasonable; but deeming the object 
sought to be reached by the bill can be better attained by simpli- 
fying the mode of proof required in said bill, inasmuch as it is, 
at best, uncertain whether a duly reengnized muster-roll exists. 
The committee would therefore beg leave to report a substitute 
to the bill so referjod to them, including the Santa Fè prisoners, 
and also a separate bill for the relief of the prisoners captured at 
San Antonio. The committee would also beg leave to remark, 
that it is their opinion if there is any class of our citizens who 
deserve a grateful, generous and just remuneration at our hands, 
it is those unfoitunate patriots who ‘periled their lives, sacrificed 
their property and lost their personal liberties for a. time, in their 
heroic efforts to achieve our independence, and preserve bright 
and unsullied the * lone star” of Texas, in her fearful and once 
doubtful struggle for a name and a place among the nations of 
-the earth, They therefore report the accompanying bills to the 
House, and respectfully recommend their passage. All of which 
is respectfully submitted, 
" Report and bills received, to come up among the orders of the 
ay. 
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Commirree Room, January 22, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, , | 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the 
Senate’s bill donating to John Neill and James O: Rice one league 
of land each, for being permanently disabled in the service of the 
Republic of Texas, and one league of land to the legal heirs of 
Hays Covington, who was killed in the service of the same, have 
had said bill before them, and a majority of the committee have 
instructed me to report, that they believe the claims of the indi- 
viduals embraced in this billto be meritorious and just. They 
therefore have no hesitation in reporting it back to the House, 
and cheerfully recommending its passage. All of which is res- 
pectful]ly submitted. l 
F Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
ay. l 
Mr. Bryan, chairmain of the committee on Education, made 
the following report: l i 


* 


Committee Room, January 22, 1850. 


To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, : i 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the city of Marshall, 
was referred to the committee on Education. The committee 
report it back to the House and make no objection to the same. 
* Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 
Mr. Gillet, one of the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following reports: 
Commrtrer Room, January 22, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, Í 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee ou the Judiciary, to whom was referred a. bill 
requiring the revision and digest of the laws of Texas, have had 
the same tnder consideration, and instruet me to report it back 
to the House, and recommend that it be laid on the table. 
Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. . 
CowMrrTEE Room, January 22, 1850. 
'To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
: Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to authorize Mrs. Julia Stanton to take the 
guardianship of her son, William Ewing Stauton, have had the, 
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same under consideration, and have instrneted me to report the 
same back to the House, without amendment, and recommend its 
passage. i 
: Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
ay. ; 

Mr. Sterne, chairman of the committee on the Land Office, 
made the following report : : 

: CowMrrTEE Room, January 22, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G, Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Land Office, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act to fix the price of Land certificates, to 
be issued by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, have 
had the same under consideration, and have instructed me to re- 
port the bill back to the House, without amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage. l 
: Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. be l 
Mr. Clough, chairman of thecommittee on State Affairs, made 
the following reports : . 
CowmMrrrEE Room, January 22, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on State Affairs, to whom was referred a bill 
to provide for the distribution of the Digest now in publication 
by O. C. Hartley, Esq., beg leave to report, that they have exam- 
ined the same, and submit herewith a substitute therefor, aud re- 
commend its passage. 

Report, bill aud substitute received, to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 

Mr. Barney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, madé the following report : 

CowwrrTEE Room, January 22, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill for the relief of Cain 'T. Brush, a soldier in the army of 
the Republic of Texas, have had the same under consideration, 
and instruct me to report the bill back to the House, without 
amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 


day. 
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Li 
Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County and 
County Boundaries, made the following report: 
Commirres Room, January 22, 1850, 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
The committee on County and ‘County Bonndaries, have had 
the petition of a portion of the citizens of Polk county under 
consideration. asking to be attached to Walker county. They 
have also investigated the remonstrance from the citizens of Polk 


‘county against the petition to annex to Walker; and there being 


a large majority opposed to the reorganization, the committee 
deem it impracticable to grant the prayer of the petitioners, and 
instruct me to report adversely to the petition, and ask to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the same. 


Report and petition received, to come up among the orders 


of the day. 
- Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, made thé following report : 
CoMMrTTEE Room, January 22, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, l 
Speaker of the Hovse of Representatives: 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was refer- 
red a bill to incorporate the Harrisburg and Colorado Rail-Road 
company, have had the same under consideration, and a majority 
of said committee have instructed me to report the same back to 
the House, with the following amendments :- 

Strike out * Be it enacted by the Senate and Honse of Repre- 
sentatives of the Legislature- of the State of Texas,” and insert : 
“A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Harrisburg and 
Colorado Rail-Road company." 

Tu the seventh section, strike out all said section after the word 
“herein provided? —— 

Add after the word “ Brazos,” in the 11th line of the 10th sec- 
tion: “ Provided the same does not in any wise obstruct or inter- 
fere With the navigation of said stream.” . 

Report, aud bill and amendments received, to come up among 
the orders of the day. : 

Mr. Whittlesey. chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : 

Commitree Room, January 22, 1850 . 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, * 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act regulating estrays ; i 
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. Also, a. bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of 
Rusk, and fiud the same correctly engrossed. 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on-Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: . i 

l CowMrTTEE Room, January 22, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined an act to cre- 
ate the county of McLennan; 

Also, an act to greate the county of Bell ; 

Also, an act to perfect land titles in Castro’s colony, and find 
the same correctly enrolled, and having been signed by the Spea- 
ker of the House of Representatives and President of the Sen- 
ate, were this day transmitted to his Excellency, the Governor 
of the State, for his approval. 

Report accepted. l 

Mr. Tarver, chairman of the Select committee, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

CowMrrTEE Room, January 22, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

‘The Select committee, to whom was referred a preamble and 
joint resolutions instructing our Senators and requesting our Re- 
presentatives in the United States:Congress to oppose the substi- 
tution of specific duties on imports, in place of the present ad 
valorem system, have had the s me under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report the said preamble aud resolutions 
back to the House, and recommend their passage. All of which 
is most respectfully submitted. 

Report and resolutions received, to come up ameng the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Williams, chairman of the Select committee, made the 
following report: | ; 
Commirree Room, January 22, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, i 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Select committee, to whom was referred the joint resolu- 
‘tions granting the right of way to the United States for a rail" 
road to the Pacific Ocean, have had the same under considerar 
tion. ‘The questions which arise are these—lIs it constitutiona 
for the General Government to tonstruct such a work? And 
whether Texas can constitutionally appropriate her public do- 
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main in the manner as provided in these resolntions, and if con- 
stitational, and not in violation of the compact of annexation, is 
it expedient? This committee is willing to acknowledye that at 
a mere glauce,at the first question presented,a doubt seems to arise, 
which upon investigation is readily removed, This is a national 
work, the completion of which will benefit each and every State 
in the Union —regulate, protect and enhance the value of its 
commerce, and at the same time furnish facilities for direct com- 
munication with, and defence and protection of, that portion of 
our territory bordering on the Pacific, in case of war with a for- 
eign power. The right to appropriate money for such purposes 
by the General Government has never been denied. hat this 
work is not, and cannot be ranked with internal improvements 
made within. the limits of a particular State, and can. only ad- 
vance the interest of the State in which. the same is located, 
and for which reason they have been justly considered unantho- 
rized by the Federal Constitution. Under the second. question 
proposed, the committee do pot hesitate to answer in. the-affirma- 
tive. Texas has a public domain of over and above one hun- 
dred and fifty millions of aeres, after satisfying the claims of our 
own citizens ; out of which she is bound by the compaet of an- 
nexation.to pay a debt not exceeding seven. millions of dollars, 
which, at the reduced price of twenty cents per acre, (the lowest 
price suggested by any ereditor,) will only consume thirty-five 
millions, leaving a balance of one hundred and fifteen millions of 
acres to be disposed’ of by the State—out of which the resolutions 
propose to donate about twenty millions of acres, on condition 
that this road shall pass through her public domain, and at the 
same time reserving the alternate sections of the land bordering 
immediate!y upon the road, and setting apart the proceeds of this 
reserve, when sold, for the payment of her national debt, should 
her creditors choose to await such event. The committee cannot 
for a mom'nt entertain an opinion that by donating this land; 
Texas will act in bad faith towards her creditors ; for it is a well 
established principle, that a mortgage of an estate can only ac- 
quire an interest thereon sufficient to satisfy the demand, and so 
long as this sufficiency is reserved in good: faith, there ean be no 
grounds of complaint. 

The expediency of the measure has also been considered: — 
Texas has within its limits the most practieable route for the 
road, at all times free from inconveniences which must attend 
more,rorthern rontes; much shorter, and: can be graded with far 
less expense, are propositions now admitted: by all impartial judg- 
es. This alone should induce her to be liberal. . But when we 
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take into notice the great advantages resulting to the State and its 
eitizetts by the passage of this road through its limits—our pub- 
lic lands will be eagerly sought by capitalists, our entire State 
settled, our citizens enriched, our treasury-filed, taxation remo- 
ved, our children educated, and onr commerce first and foremost 
on the road for its market ;—with these results before us, we can- 
not doubt the expediency of the donation, The committee have 
therefore instructed me to report the resolutions of the Senate 
back to the House, and recommend their passage. 

Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. ‘Taylor offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee to whom was referred the bills, 
substitutes and resolutions on the Santa Fé question be required 
to report on Thursday next ; adopted. 

Mr. Stewart introduced a bill to be entitled an act to define 
thé bonndary line between Gonzales and Caldwell counties; read 
first time. 

On motian of Mr. Stewart, the rule was suspended and bill 
read second time, and, on motion, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, the business on the Speaker's ta- 
ble and the Orders of the Day were taken up. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Winfield, a bill providing for the pay, for 
the forage, subsistence, medicines, &c., of a company of mount- 
ed volunteers commanded by Captain Johnson, and mustered in- 
to the service by order of his Excellency, Geo. T. Wood, was 
taken up and placed among the orders of the day. 

Joint resolution asthorizing the Comptroller to make a final 
settlement with the late public printer for printing the laws and 
journals of the second Legislature ; read second time. 

Mr. Fields moved to amend as follows: 

Add the word “ general ? before “ laws ” in first section. 

Add as section 2d, the following : 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, That this act take effect 
and be in force from and after its passage ; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Seott, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, and joint re- 
solution read third time and passed. 

Report from committee on Private Land Claims, on a petition 
of the heirs at law of Wm. and Henry Nimmo; report adopted 
and petition rejected. 

Au act to extend the provisions of an act entitled an act to 
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provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, 
approved March 20. 1848, which is the substitute proposed and 
adopted by the committee on publie debt. 

Mr. Stapp moved to strike out all after the word “Austin. " 

Mr. Bee moved to insert * Philadelphia." 

. Mr. McKinney moved to lay the bill on the table until Satur- 
day next ; lost. 

Question recurring on Mr. Stapp’s motion, was taken and re- 
jected. 

Question then on Mr. Bee's motion.was taken and adopted. 

- Mr. Stapp moved to insert “St. Louis” ; lost. 

Mr. Jowers offered the following amendments : 

Strike out in the first section, alter the words “extend to the 
first Monday in October, A. D. 1850, " and insert “the first day 
of January, 1851.” 

Strike out in the same section “ postponed; 7 and insert “ for- 
ever barred.” 

Mr. Bryan offered the tollowing as an amendment to the 
amendment : 

Strike out three last lines of first € and insert the follow- 
ing: “September, A. D. 1851, and all claims not presented by 
that time shall be barred.” 

Mr. Lewis offered the following as an amendment to Mr. Bry- 
an's amendment : 

Strike out the word “barred,” and substitute “postponed until 
the claims that have been presented and audited in accordance 
with this law shall have been satisfied.” 

Mr. McKinney moved to lay the bill on the table, and a com- 
mittee be appointed to examine the report of the Comptroller on 
the subject ; lost. 

Question recurring.on Mr. Lewis’ amendment, npon which 
the yeas and nays were called for and resulted as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs, Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Crump of A, 
Crump of B., Franklin, Hardeman of T., Lewis, McKinney, 
Polk, Reynolds, Scott, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Williams 
and Winfield—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, Fields, Gil- 
let, Hardeman of N., Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, 
McNairy, Runnels, Russell, Shaw, Shea, Smith of R. R., Smith 
of S., Sterne, Taylor, Whittlesey, Wilson and Wren— 94, 

So the Honse refused to adopt Mr. Lewis’ amendment. 

Mr. Scott moved to strike out the words “shall be harred;? np- 


ən which the yeas and nays were e called for and resulted as fol- 
lows: 
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Yeas Messrs, Speaker, Bee, Clements, Cramp of. Ay ‘Cruinp 
of. B4 Franklin, Hasdeman of 'T., Lewis, McKinney, Polk, Rey- 
nolds, Scott, Stewart, Taver and Williams 15. 

Nhys— Messrs. Bogart, Bryan; Barneys harlton, Cochran, 
Fields, Gillet; Hardeman of N., Holland, Johnson, Jowera, Lloyd 
Lott, McNairy, Runvels, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Sici of 
R. R., Smith of S., Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, od Tem 
Wilson and: Wren— 28. . 

So the House refused to adopt the amendment; 28 

Question recurring on Mr. Bryan’ S amendment. to the amend- 
ment, was taken %nd edoped.: -+ s 

Mr. McKinney offeied the following'amendment : E 

Provided nothing coutained in. this aet shall'be &o PNET 
ast require The parties holding liabilities of the Republic i 
Texas, which are recorded in theibooks of the late Repibliews 
Texas, to present the same"under the provisions of this act: °**+ 

MT. Durney mov ed to x enu ERE 2 eveloek P: M.; 
lost. RR 

Mr, Russell moved to E annl haMopast-ainéie'eldek ito- 
morrow moming, upon which the: yer and hays:were odlo- for 
hnd resulted as follews: ^ .. uc che up 

Y eas —Messrs. Crump of B., Prandin, Holand, Lewis, ot 
MekKinney, Reysolds, Russell Shea aw Farver — 7 

/ Nays— Messrs. Spe&kef, Bee, Bogart) Bryan, Burney, ‘hittin, 
Clements,. Cochran Cruimp of ik, Biolkds, Gillet, .Hatdeiiadt o 
N., Hardeman of Iy Jolnsoti; | iJowers; c, los, P MoN Re Pul 
Butinels, Scatt, ‘ Sehnanj- Shaw,. Simili of R.. RK ‘Wenith.of- S. 
Stapp, Sterne, ‘Sencar, ‘Hayton, WEhitttesey;; Willis; "Wilson, 


. Winfield and Wren—32. Bp Eq gia iyd pcc 
o So. the. House refused to'adjom: o o oon woti thi ed 


Mr. Franklin moved to adjourn until-3 o'clock P. Meest c: 


Mr. Sterne offered the following amendment to Mr. McKin- 
ney's amendment : 


“But it shall be the daty of the Comptroller and Auditor to 


"sca nid. Jiabilities the Same as if they had ME presented as 
other’ aims. ] 
“Which ——— M ! tage dde 2 oH 


Question recurring on Mr. MoKinney’s S amendment as Hien: 
ed, upon whiclrüge edstund aay wardiganlem op bla Festi tg 
faga duno envebaskolh TA salye W e innen 
Y cas Messe) @tanibiis) Frankit, Mecikiviey Aer i 
oC Nagios Mesi. Speåkèr, Bee? Boe HPPA BH ney C 
eat Ee chielai d Cody oO BY TA ds d es | 
Hardeman of 'T., Johnson, Die ga rede erii 
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Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw; Smith of R. R., Smith of 
S. , Stapp, Sterne, S tewart, Tarrant, ''aylor, Whittlesey, ‘Williams, 
Wilson and Wren—35. 

So the ametidment offered. by Mr. McKinney was rejected. 

Mr. Runnels moved the previous question ; carried. i 

Question recurring on the engrossment of the bill, upon which 
the yeas and nays were ealled for. 

Mr. Stapp moved to adjourn until 3 o'cloek p. m.; lost. 

The yeas and nays being told on the engrossment of the bill, 
were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Birney, Charlton, 
Clough, Cochran, Crump of B. ` Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of N., 
Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, MeNairy, Polk, Runnels, Russell, 
Selman, Shaw, id Smith of. R. R., Smith of Shelby, Sterne, 
Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson and 
Wren—32 

Neve. Messrs, Clements, Bee, Franklin, Hardeman of T., 
McKinney, Scott, Stapp and Tarver--8. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Stapp moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning, half- 
past 9 o'elock, upon which the yeas and pays Were called for and 
resulted as follows : ` 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan,. Clements, Clough, 
Crump of B., Franklin; Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., Lew- 
is, McKinney, Rüssell, Scott, Shaw, Shea, Smith of S., Sterne, 
Tarrant, ‘Tarver, Whittlesey and Wilson—21. 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Burney, Cochran, Fields, Johnson, Jow- 
ers, Lloyd; Polk, Runnels, Smith of R. R., Stapp, Stewart, ae 
lor, Williams and Wren—15. - 

Sothe House adjourned until half- -past 9 o'elock to- -morrow 
morning. s 


EET, 
H 


- AUSTIN, ‘January 23, 1850. 


"House met pursuant to adjournment—-rol] called—quorum 
presenf. , ..; 
Journal ç of ihe preceding. day read and adopted. ey. a 


On motion of Mr. Taylor, Mr. Holland was excused. from: at- 


3 


tendance.on the House -op account-of indisposition- t' . ; 

Mr, Fields . presented the.memorial of A. Jv Yates, -asking for - 
duplicate, certificates, etc,.; on motion of. Mr.-Fields,.was. referred 
to the eounmittee on Public Debt. . nut deseen H 
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Mr. Bogart presented "n petition of sundry citizens of Gray- 
son county. On motion of Mr. Bogart, was referred to the eom- 
mittee on County and: County Boundaries. 

- Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee'oh Finance, made the 
following report : ' e 

- Commrrrae: Room, January ‘at 1850: 
To the Hon. C; G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Repr P 


The Finance committee have examined a bill to be entitled an 
actto permit the county:of Harris, to levy and collect a special 
tax, and have instructed me to- return the same with: the follow- 
Ang-amendments: insert in. caption and in first section-after the 
words “special tax,” the following, “not to exceed. one-half of the 
State tax ;” and amend section: ‘3rd, by striking out the words 

«and for no other purpose whatever,” and inserting “aŭd there. 
mainder of said tax, if any there be, after providing for the objects 
hereinbefore mentioned, shall be appropriated: to-the -Schook fund 
of said county p’ with these. amendmehts, the- "passage of the bill 
is recommended. : 

Report, bill and amendments received, to-eome up among. the 
orders of the day. * 


. Mr. Clough, chairman ef the committee on State Ani, made 

the following Teport: 2 
: |: €owMrrrEE Room, Jurmary 23; 1850... 
To the Hon. C. G. Krenan,, 
l Speaker. of the: House: of ee d 

'The-committee on: Affairs of State, have had under considera- 
tion the memorial referred to them, of one: hundred citizens: ef 
Jefferson county, praying the. Legislature to take.some aetioù for 
the purpose of securing the eréction of a light-house at Sabie 
-Passi This character of. improvement belongs’ te the Ganeral Go- 
vernment; Texas has already extended the facilities and eneowft 
agement within her power.: ‘Phe eoumáttge most yeadpy comcur 
with the memorialists in the necessity, of the constriction. of this 
work, but believing ji it without the power of this body to do any 
thing to forward’ the t enterprise, expressing i aho at the same ti 
that Congress will bring the subject early beire them; respé edt- 
fully recommend that the petition: bs withdrawn. 
uem and’ petition received, to ir cd the ordéts ud 
the day. . Tob 

MeNi idiàmé; one'of the committee on Publio- Debt; mede the 
following report ; Bor m 


- 
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. COMMITTEE Room, sanay 22; 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN,  . 
Speaker of.the House of Pomma? ; 
_' The committee on Publie Debt, te whom was referred’a bill to 
be entitled an act authorizing the Auditing of the claims of the 
soldiers called ontin 1841, -by Brigadier General Tarrant, have 
had the same under consideration, and instructed me to reporta 
substitute for the same, including the soldiers called out in the 
sante campaign by Brigadier General poni; and recommend its 
passage 
Recor bill ad substitute received, to come wp ainong the or- 
ders of the day. . 
‘Mr. Russell, one of the committee on Claims and AUN 
mide the following reports : 
- . COMMITTER Boost January 23; 1850. 
Røthe A C. G. KEENAN, 
i Speaker of the House of BRNO: 
The: committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
the two petitions of N. T. Byers, one for house rent, and one for 
cleaning and repairing of fire arms, have had..the same under 
consideration, and finding no voucher, or any thing in-the shape 
of evidence to support said petitions, the committee have therefore 
Instructed me to report the same back to the house, and ask to be 
discharged from a further consideration of the, subject. 
, Report and petition received, to come up among the orders of 
the da 
"The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referréd 
the petition of John Green, jr., hàvé «considered the same, and 
ask: leave to report the accompanying joint resolution. MT his re- 
lief; and retonimend its passage : 
= Joint resolation for the relief of. gahn Green, | ites road first 
time. 
- "Report and joint resolution receive to: come up omens the or- 
Yers of the day:. » 
-- Mri. Whittlesey; ‘chairmaih `of the’ committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : var 
'"U — COMMITTEE Room, January. 23, M2 
d tbe Hon. C. G. Keenan, ^-2] 
., Speaker of the House. f LR UAR MN 
'5 "Phe conmrittee on; Engrossed. Bills: have examihed an farei for 
the relief of Edward Miles ; 
id Also, a3 bik to: entitled: an:aob to define ihe bouiidurié of 
Limestone county ; ign qu e n 
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of the Distriet Courts; p n 

Also, a joint resolution anthorizing the Comptroller tb make.a 
final settlement with the late Public Printer, f for printing the. aws 
and jonraals of the second Legislature ;. 

Also, a joint resolution granting the Hon. Fielding - Janes, 
Judge of the 10th judicial district, leave of absence from the 


State; aud find the same cortectly engrossed. E 
Report accepted. ' 


i 
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‘Mr, Whittlesey, one of- the committee on Roads, Bridges md 


Ferries, made the following report : 
` COMMITTEE Room, Tanuiy, 23, 1850. 
‘fo the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, "E 
Sneaker of the House of Representatives :. 

The committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, to whom was 
referred the petition ofsundry citizens of Sabine bounty, praying 
that Thomas M. Brown and Isaac Dewes, or their assigns, shall 
have the: privilege of keeping a Ferry acrossthe river Sabine, 
have had the sarie under consideration, and a majority of the 
committee have instructed me to report the accompanying bill ‘fer 
their benefit, and respectfully recommend its passage.: n 

An act granting to Isaac Dewes and Thomas M. Brown, ‘the 
privilege .of establishing a Ferry across the rivet Sabine ; read 
first time. 

Mi. Fields Intreduced:a bill for the relief of D; S. Gregory: and 
the heits of David Henderson, deceased ; read first time. On 
motion of Mx. Fields, the rule was snspended, and bill read second 


time ; and, on motion, was referred to the committees on Public 


Debt. 20078 
. Mr. Williams, one of the committee on the Judiciary, made 
the following reports * 
COMMITTEE Room, January 23, 1850, 
To -the Hon. C. G. Keenan, - * 
‘Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


- The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill: 


to be entitled-an act forthe relief of John ‘Beéman,: John S. Bee- 


man, John J. Beeman and John N. Bryan, have had the same ` 


under consideration, and have -instructed me tb report the same 

back to.the House withoatamendment,aud recommend its passage. 
Report and bill received, to come ùp among the orders “of tire 

day. E 
'The committee on the J adicinry, to whonurwas referred a reso- 


lutidn providing for the organization/üf tle 12th judicial distikt, | 


have considered: the.same, and a majority thereof have instructed 


+ 
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me-to report bills for that purpose, and tecommerid theii passage: 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the time of holding the. 
courts in the 12th Judicial. District ; read first time. 

"A. bill to bo.eütitled an act to provide for the election of a Judge 
and District Attorney, for the 121h judicial district; read first time. 
UD and bills received, to comen p among the orders of the 

ay. 

Mr. Bogart introduced an act more permanently locating the: 
seat of justice of Grayson county ; read first time. On motion 
of Mr. Bogart, the rule was suspended, and bill read second time, 
and, on motion was- referred to the coumittee on County and: 
County Boundaries. 

Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- ’ 
ments, made the following report? 

-. — UoMMITTEE Room, January 23, 1850, 
To. the Hon. c. G. KEENAN, - 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Internal Improver.ents, to whom was refer- 
red a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Texas South’ 
western Railroad Company; have had the same under consider- 
ation, and instructed me to report the same back to the. House, 
and recommend its passage, 

, Report aud bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
ay. 

Mr. Burney, chairmanóftliecommittéeon Private Land Claims, 
inade the following report: 

CoMMITTEE Hope January 29, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: — ; 

"Fhe committee oii Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill for the relief of Frederick Scranton, have had the same 

undéxconsideration, and instructed me to report the same back 
to the House without amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Keport and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Smith of Red River, introduced a bill to be entitled an act: 
to change the name of Magdaline Margaret and Roberto. W. 
Simpson, to Magdaline Eliza Walker, and Roberto W. Waller; 
read first tiine. On montion of Mr. Smith of. Red River, the rule 
was suspended and bil] read second time, and, on motion was re- 
ferred to the Judiciary committee. 

“Mr. McKinney olfered'the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Auditor and Comptroiler, be reqnested to 
nform this House if any liabilities of the. ate Republic of Texas, 


* 
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have been presented: to them- under the provisions of the law 
passed by the last Legislature, to provide for ascertaining the pub- 
Jic debt of the Republic of Texas, which liabilities are signed by 
the proper officers of the Republic, and which are not shown by 
the records of the late Republic; aud if so, how much aad of 
what character ; laid on the table one day for consideration. 


- Mr. Bryan, .one of the committee on Enrolled Biils, made the 
following report : 
COMMITTEE Room, January 23, 1850. 


To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of yi x P 


"The committee (joint) on Enrolled Bills, presented to the Go- 
vernor for his signature to day, the following bills, to wit: 

A bill to provide for the collection ofthe uncollected Taren 
assessed for and due the late Republic of Texas ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to regulate ferries ; 

A bill to be entitled an act declaring. Bear Creek in Sabine 

county, to-be a navigable stream ; all of which i is reported, 

Report accepted, 

` On motion of Mr. Burney, the business on ike Speaker's table, 
and orders of the day were taken up. 


es ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled an act to amend the twenty-eighth seetion 
of an act entitied an act to regulate proceedings in the District 
. Courts; read third time and passed. - aan 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of A valde =~ 
read third time.and passed. l 

A bill to he entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of Abasiah 
Dixon ; read third time and passed. 

A.bill providing for the payment of the forage: subsistence, 
medicine, etc., of the company of mounted volunteers, command- 
ed by Captain ‘Johnson, and mustered into the service of the State 
by order of his ey George T. Wood, Governor. - . 

Mr. Stapp moved a call of the House ; “Tost. b cd. As 

The yeas and nays were called. for. - dM" 

On motion o£. Mr. Bee, a cominittee was appointed to wait on: 
Messrs. Holland and Clough, to take their votes upon the bill. now 
before the House. : 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, a committee was ee io. 
wait upon Messrs. -Millican and-Lott, to take their votes upon 
bill now before the House. ; T 
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~ Sin. Scott moved to lay the bill on the table; which motion was 
décided to be out of order. LM MTM pro Nt 
- On motion of Mr. Mel&innéy, ® committee was appointed to 
wait npon Mr. Tarver, for the purpose of obtaiting his vote on 
the question now before the House; e d MO 

The Speaker appointed Messís.-Whittle&ey and Stapp, a com- 
mittee to wait upon and receive the.votes of the absert‘menybers. 

Mr. Stapp from the select committee to wait upon absent mem- 


bers returned and. made a report, and the clerk of the .House re- 
corded them accordingly. : 


The question recurring upon the passage of the bill, resulted 
asfallows:. 5 00 D Root RR 

Y eas —Messrs. Speaker; Bee, Bogart, Clements, Clongh, Coch- 
ran, Cramp of Austin, Cramp of-Bexar, Fields. Gillet, Hardeman 
of Travis, Halland; Lewis, Lott, McKinney, Shea, Smith of Shel- 
by, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Winttlesey, Williams, Wil- 
son and Winfield—25, . . L i z ZEE i 
. Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Franklin, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, McNairy, Mil'iedn, 
Poik. Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith 
of Red River, Sterne, Taylor and Wren—21. 

So the bill passed. 5 ou c 

A bill to amend he fonrth section of an act for the regulation 
of Pilots at the mauth of the Brazos river, àpprovèd March 18th, 
1848 ; bill read “third time and passed. TS 

Joint resolition for the relief of Christopher Troute and B.M. 
Davis ;' resolution read third time and passed: l 

Joint resolution for the relief of William R. Baker ; ‘resolution 
read third time and passed. LE T 
- Joint resolution and memorial of the Legislature of the State 
ot Texas, to the President and Congress of the United States, 
relative to the vast and enormous depredations committed and 
being committed upon the citizens, and property of those residing 
upon’ the borders and frontier of Texas, and asking an Increase 
of the military establishment in Texas, for the:due protection of 
the lives: persons and property of her citizens; read third time 

assed. : ; : 

S to be entitled an act to chahge thé name of Richmond Bil 
to David Randon ; read third time, the yeas and nays being’ call- 


e 


s 


ed for, resulted as follows : . 
Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Crump of Aus- 
tin, Cramp of Bexar, Franklin, Johnson, Jowers; Lewis, Lloyd, 
McNairy, Reynolds; Selman, Shea, Smith of Red River, Sterne, < 
Stewart, Tarrant and Taylor—20. — ' 
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: Nays:—Messrs. Bogart, JBurney, Chariton, Cochran, Fields, 
Gillet, Hardeman of ‘Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, McKin-' 
ney, Polk, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Shaw; Whittlesey, Williams 
and Wren—l7. . ioi 

So the bill passed. ' > 

A bill to'be entitled an act jor the relief of Charles T. Pontey; 
Senate’ s bill ; read second time. 

On mation of Mr. Charlton, the bill: was referred to ihe com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

A bill to.be entitled an act for the relief of James R. Pace; -— 

a second time. .On motion of Hardeman of Travis, the bill was 
n red to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

A bill to be entitled an act to'create the county of Marion ; read 
second time, and, on motion'of Mr. Taylor, reférred to the com- 
ittee on. County and County Boundaries, — ." 

A bill to organize the county of Marion; read second time. On 
motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill was referred to the committee on 
County and County Boundaries. 

A bill to be.entitled an act to incorporate the Brazos , San Ber- 

nard and Oyster Creek. Canal and Navigation. Compaáy ; ; read. 
second time. "On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the bill was referred 
to the committee on Internal Improvements. - 

Mr. Stapp moved to take up a joint resolution granting the’ 
Hen. Fielding Jones, Judge of the tenth judicial district, leave of 
absence: from this State; carried. 

. On motion of Mr. Stapp, the rule was suspended, and the reso- 
lution read a third time and: passed. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, a bill to be entitled an act to define 
the boundaries of Limestone coitnty, was taken up and passed to 
a third reading. On motion of Mr. Jowers, the rule was suspend- 
ad; and the bill read a third time and passed. i 

‘A bill to be efitited an act for the relief of Mary R. Harris ; * 
read second time. On motion of Mr. A the -bill was 
referred to the committee on Private Land Clairas. 

_A bill tobe entitled an act for the relief of Daniel F'uller.— 
Senate’s bill ; read second time. . On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, 
the bil} was "referred to the committee on Private Land Claims., 

' Joint resolation for the relief of Samnel G: Norvell —Senate's 
bii; read second time. On motion of Mr. Jowers, the resoltt-. 
tion was referred to the committee cn Publie Debt. 

‘A bill to be: entitled.an act supplementary toan aet defining 
the duties of District Attorseys—Senate’s bill ; read second time- 
On motion-of Mr: Sowers, the- bill ^vas referred: to the J udiciary 
committee. 


_ Mr. Fields in the Chair, -4 


- 
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A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of George T. Howard 
and Duncan ©, Ogden ; read third time and passed. 
» Mr. Tarver asked leave, to.change his. vote on the bill for the 


payment of Captain Johnson’s company, ete.. which was granted. 


On motion of Mr. Bogart, an act to define the boundaries of 
Codke county, was taken up.and placed among the orders of the 

ay. 

A bill to be entitled an act regulating Estrays : : read third time 
and passed. 

A bill to be entitled’ an act to provide for holding an Election 
for the permanent location of the Seat of Government of the 
State, with a report from the committee of Conference recom- 
mending amendment ; amendment of the committee adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the La Salle and El Paso 
Railway Company, with a report from the committee on Internal 
Improvements— Senate's bill; passed to third reading. 

Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, to issue a certificate to J. H. Singleton, 
for one-third of ‘a league of: land, with a report‘from the commit- 
tee on: Private Land Claims ; passed toa third reading, 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of. John Jackson of 


Dallas county, with a report from the committee on Private Land: 


Claims: passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the county court of Jas- 
per county, to have levied and collected a special county tax, to 
be applied exclusively, to the erection of ajail and conrthouse for 
said conuty, with a report from the committee on Finance---Sen- 
ate's bill; passed to a third read. On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, 
the rale was suspended, bill read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the joiut resolutions relative to Slave- 
ry were taken up, with a report from the Joint committee recom- 
mending an amendment. 

‘Mr. Bryan moved a call of the House ; carried. 

Mr. Bee moved to excuse Mr, Winfield ; carried; 

. On motion of Mr. Keenan, Mr. Sterne was excused from attend- 
ance on the blouse for this evening. 

On motion the call was snspended. 

Mr. Stesvart offered the following amendment to the amend. 
ment offered by the committee’: inseri s constitutional, » before 
the word * measnre.? 


"The yeas and nays being called for upon tlie amendment offer- 


ed by Mr. Stewart, resulted as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Fields, Johnson, Jowers, Reynolds, Scott, Stapp, 
Sterne, Stewart and Williams—-9. 

Nays-—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burley, Charlton; 


eq 
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Clements, Clongh, Cochran, Crump of Austin, Cramp of Bexar, 
Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, 
Lewis, Lloyd, "McKinney, MeNairy, Polk, Runnels, Russell, 
Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith. of Shelby, T arrant, 
Tarver, Taytor, Whittlesey, Wi'son and Wren— 32. ~ 

. 8o the amendment of Mr, Stewart was lost. | 

The question recurring on tbe. adoption of the report of the 
committee, the yeas and nays being called for resulted as follows: 

Yens— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton; 
Clements, Clongh, Cochran, Crump of Austin, Orump of Bexar, 
Fields, Franktin, Gallet, ‘Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman 
of Travis, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, McKinney, ‘McNairy, Polk, 
Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red River, 
Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Tar ver, Taylor Whit- 
tlesey, Williams, Wilson and Wren—39,  . 

Nays— Messrs. Lewis, Reynolds and Stewart—3, - 

So the amendment of the committee was adopted. 

Mr.-Bee offered the following amendment às an additional 
section : : 

* Resolved, "That Texas will always endeavor to do her duty to 
the Union—this is an obligation aud implies receprocity. Too just 
te invade the rights ef others, she will be’ too proud to surrender 
her own; she invokes the Union for the sake of the Union; un- 
ton of the South for the protection of the South, and the perpet- 
` uation of the Union. 

Mr. Bryan moved the adoption of the amendment offered by 
Mr. Bee; the yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows: 


. Yeas-—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, | 


Coch ran, Crump of Bexar, Jowers, Lewis, Reynolds, Shaw, Shea, 
Tarrant, "l'érver and Wilson—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Clongh, Crump of Austin, Fields, 
Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches. Hardeman of Travis, 
Lloyd, McKinney, MeNairy, Polk, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Sel-- 
man, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stew- 
art, Taylor, Whittlesey. Williams aud Wren—25, 

So the amendment offeréd by Mr. Bee, was lost.- 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the rule was suspended, atid the resolt- 
tion read a third time, and passed bya unanimous vote of the 


House. 
- Ov motion of Mr. Bee, the bill to quiet land titles west of the 


Nueces river, was made the special. order of the day for Friday 


next, the 25th inst. ; 
Mr. Scott moved an adjournment ‘until to-morrow morning 


nine-o'elock, which was lost. 


hills adi 
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"Mr. Johnson moved an adjournment until. 3 clock, P. m. ; 
carried. a 
` uds O'CLOCK, P. Me > 

House met— roll calléd.—qnorum. present. $ 

Joint resolution for the relief of John W. Little—Senate’ s bill; 
with favorable report from committee on Priviite Land Claims ; 
on motion passed to third reading. ` ir d 

A bill for the relicf of the heirs of Patsey eae deceased, 
with favorable report from committee on Private Laud Claims — 
Senate’s bill. On motion passed to third reading. l 

An act fer the benefit of the heirs of James Ury, decensed— 
Senate’s bill; with report from committee ott Private Land Claims: 
On motion passed - to third reading. On motion of Mr. Taylor, 
the rule. was suspended and bill read third time and passed. 

An act to E thd Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, to issue a certificate to Wiley Marshall, for-three hundred 
and twenty (320) acres of land, with report and amendments from 
cominittee' on. Private Land Claims: amendments adopted ; and, 
on motion passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the mle was suspended, aud bill read 
third time, as amended, and passed. 

A bill for the relief of Melville Langham; read second time; on 
motion of Mr. Burney, was ordered to be ener ossed. 
~ An act to incorporate the Guadalupe Bridge G iiir with 
report from committee on Roads, Bridges and- Ferries. On mo- 
tion of Mr. Taylor, was ordered to be engrossed. 

: A bill to provide for the payment of Jurors—Senate’s bill ; 
with report and amendments from Judiciary committee ; amend- 
ments adopted. 

Mr. MeKinney moved to amend as follows: strike out the 
words “ befote final judgment shall be entered in any ‘such cause" 
in second section, aud insert “ before such cause shall be entered 


"upon the docket. » 


The yeas and nays being called for on the adoption of. the 
amendment, resulted as follows : 

Y eas — Messrs. Bryan, Charlton, Gillet, Jowers, McKinney, 
McNairy, Russell, Stapp, Tarrant, Whittlesey and Winfield—11. 

Nays——Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Cochran, Crump of “Aus: 
tin, Cramp of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdo- 
ches, Hardeman of Travis, Johuson, Lewis, Lleyd, Polk, Rey- 
no lds, Runnels, Seott, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red River, Smith. 
of Shelby, Tarver, T aylor, Williams and Wilson--25. 

So the House refused to adopt the amendment. — . æ“ 

Mr. Fields moved to amend by adding the following as a sub. 
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stitute for the-16th- section : Section’ 16. The clerks of the courts 
shall perform the service required of them by this-act, and issue 


the certificates to. jurors as provided for, without any fees for said 


Service ; rejected. 

Mr. Fields moved to strike out “two and a ‘half per cent” in 
section sixteen. : 

Mr, Gillet moved ta amend by inserting "five per cent.” in sec- 
tion sixteen ; a division of the question was called for, and each 
motion rejected. 

Qnestion recurring on the passage of: the bill to a third read- 
ing, upon which the yeas and nays were called for, and resulted 
as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
Glescats Cochran, Crump of Austin, Cramp. of Bexar, Fields, 
Franklin. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, 
Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, McNairy, Russell, Seott, Selman, Shaw, 
Shea, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, T arrant, Tar- 
ver, Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams,. Wilson and Winfiel d-—33. 

Nays— Messrs. Gillet, McKinney ond Polk— 3. 2 

So the bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Crump of Ausun, a bill to be entitled: an act 
to quiet the land titles in certain portions of Texas, of those 
claiming lands under the titles issued: to colonists, actual settlers 
or resident citizens, etc. etc., was.taken up and made the special 
order of the day {or to-morrow, at half-past tem o'clock. 

Mr. Bryan offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Select committee, to whom was referred 

the resolutions relating to the county of Santa Fe, repert on the 
same onu or before Monday next; adopted. 
- A bill to be entitled an act for the relief. ot the heirs and legal 
representatives of Charles Martin, deceased; with report from 
cominittee on Private Land Claims; on motion. was ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A message. was received. from. the Senate, through their Seére- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of the several bills 


originating: m: the Senate ; 


A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the | liquidation of the 
Publie Debt of the late Republic of Texas; ^ e. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an aet ‘entitled au 
act to secure to all actual settlers withim the limits of the.colény 
grant to Peters and. others, commonly known as Peters’ Colony; 
the lands fo which they ‘are entitled.as coldnists; ` 7. 

A bill: for the retief of the heirs ofi B. A. : M. "Thomas; E. 

A bill to ibedrporate Ghappel Hill -Colleges . . rad 
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A bill for the relief of ‘the heirs and legal “representatives of 
‘Willis A. Forris, deceased.; ` | 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Naney Anderson ; 

An act for the relief of David Lane, and-the'heirs. of. ‘Henry 
L. Lane, deceased ; , 

An. aet for the relief of Lovin S. Sargent ; 

An act providing for the trial of canses:in the Supreme Court, 
in which the said court or any two.of its members may be dis- 
qualified to act, and in which. there may be an equal division of 
opinion of said Judges;  - 

A bill snpplementary to. an: act to organize-county courts, pass- 
ed. March 16, 1848 ; 

A bill to be eutitled af net to amend an act to establish a Peni- 
tentiary, passed. March 13th, 1848 ; 

A. bill to be-entitled'. an act supplementary toan act defining 
the office and duties of Sheriff, passed May 12, 1546 ; 

A bill to. enforce and carry. out the judgment and decrees of 
the-courts of the State, and'to provide- for the issuánce of. certifi- 
cales and patents in certain cases ; 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning the Gunes d District 
Surveyor 5. 

An aet concerning Divorce > * 

An act to incorporate the Galveston Lodge number three, of 
the Independent Order ef Odd Fellows. 

The following bilis. and. joint. resolutions. originating in the 
House: 
~ A bill to. be a qum :act autora the-Galveston City Com- 
pany, to change the plan of a certain block of lots in the city of 
Galveston, and authorizing the city.and county authorities to use 
one of the public sqirares of said city,.for city and county build- 
ings, with ainendments ; 

“A bill to.be entitled au act for the relief of Uzziel Bagge 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of E. H. Gian 

À bill to be entitled an act for the relief of. George Washing. 
ton Sheek ;. 

A bill to be entitled an act lezalizing and. confirming the mag- 
riage of William Pearson and Elizabeth» Ogle ;: 

A bill to be entitled an act more particularly defining the boun 
daries af Henderson county ;. 

A bill fo be entitled an act more particularly defining = 
Hound uies of Van Zandt county y 

A bill to be entitled ‘an act exenting: the county. of Wood ; 

A bill to be entitled.dn act to create the county of. Kinney; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief -of A.-Balleuill. ;. 


— 
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' A bill ta be entitled an aet supplementary to an act entitled an 
act to organize the county of Upshur, approved January 26, 1848. 
Joint resolution for the relief of Araminta D. Allen, heir at 
law, of Preston P. Allen, lately a soldier in the army of Texas: 
Joint resolution for the relief of Joseph Branham ; 
Joint resolntion for the relief of Elizabeth Hart. 
And the Senate had adopted the following resolution + 
Resolved by the Senate, that the House of Representatives 


concurring, the two Houses of the Legislature -wih adjourn sine 


die, February 5, 1850. 
On motion- of Hardeman of 'Pravis, the House adjourned un- 
til to-morrow morning at half-past nine o'clock.  . 


Geta 


Austin, January 24, 1850. 


.House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum 
present. l puss 
Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
Mr. McKinney presented the following protest, and asked that 
the same might be spread upon the Journals of the House: 
f - Austin, 24th Jan., 1850, 
Hox; C. G. KEENAN, e , 
` "Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The undersigned most respeetfully begs leave to spread upon 
the journals, his protest against the action of the House on yes- 
terday,on a bill to create a jury fund, and briefly to state -his 
reasons for voting with the minority. no gS 
The undersigned deems the passage of a bill that will secuge 
to the juror a compensation for his services, demanded impera- 
tively at the hands of this Legislature. The bill here referred 
to, in the opinion. of the undersigned, has no such effect, or if s9, 
it will come at so late a date as to fail in the object. Juries .are 
usually composed of an industrious class of citizens, whose de- 
bor. is necessary to: their support, who have seldom any suits: of 
their own, but who are brought tuto court by parties. who are ait 
Xpfrequently litigating more to gratify feelings of animosity; than 
With a view to any particular benefit to be óbtaeined. — re 
.. The bill proposes nothing as a jury fund, except at the end.of 


a 


a law suit, which, from statements made on this floor by respegte. 


able counsellors,:not «nfréquently remain upon the docket, for 


-— 
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ien or twelve years. The bill even then does not previde with 
certainty for the. payment of the-jury fee; but only secures a dis- 
missal of the pdrties from court in the event of the jury ‘tee not 
being paid, and secures another law. suit to.the parties if they 
choose, with the powet of again availing themselves of thé ser- 
vices of a jury, to the unjüst annoyance of courts and jurors, 
With these few objections to the.merits of the bill, tlie under- 
signed rests his reasons for protesting against the. passage of the 


bill on yesterday. - E 
THOS. F. McKINNEY.: 
Mr. Clotigh, by leave, introduced the following resolution : 
Whereas, a Convention of the slave. States has been called, to 
meet at Nashville, to take into consideration the propriety of 
adopting some measures to avert the calamities which are 
threatening her institutions’; antl whereas, many of the south- 
ern States have already responded to the call: and whereas, 
Texas, from her peculiar relation to her sister States, is looked 
to with deep interest as to the position she will take; there- 
fore : e | 
Be it resolved, That“the committee on Federal Relations be 
instrücted to inquire into the expediency of adopting some plan 
to answer the call of the convention, arid report as soon as prac- 
ticable ; adopted. . ] 
Mr. Tarver, one of the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following report: | 
. Committee Room, Jaguary 24, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, * | -« . 
pod Speaker of the Fouse of Representatives: 
- "The undersigned, members ef the committee on the Judici- 
ary, to whom was referred a bill te quiet titles to land, originat- 
ing in the Senate, and also a bill forthe same purpose originating 
$a the House of Representatives; have had the sime under con- 
sideration, and beg ‘leave most respeetfully- tö lay before thé 
House the result of their deliberations. In doing this, the unt 
dersigned regret that they ave compelled to differ so- widely from 
the report which profésses to‘have been: made by thé majority óf 
said eommittee. The bills abóve referred to are so nearly simi 
lar in their provisions, that «they must stand or fall togeiher.— 
he same is true of the substitute recommended by the charman 
ef'our committee—thefe is such a strongly tnarkedi family: sec 
semblance between the Sehate's bill, the House’s bill andthe: Sut- 
stitute of the Gommitted; tHátno one could mistake their patérni- 


ty, While we admit that‘ to givé'iséeurity and “quiét” toithe 


penselil occupantof the scil, aud: torexempt hint from: vexatious 
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and expensive litigation, are most laudable and praiseworthy ob- 
jects, yet we deny the right of the Legislature to adjudicate and 
decide upon the validity of any title to land. The substitute 
opens the widest door to fraud, fogery, and every species of im- 
position which may be practiced on the government. It places 
the honest and deserving citizen upon an equality with the un- 
‘principled speculator, because it recognizes no distinction between 
merit and fraud. To say that such a wholesale confirmation of 
all the pretended titles of the country as the substitute of the 
committee recommends, could benefit the honest citizens of this 
State, is to us an unintelligible paradox. The undersigned be- 
lieve that if this precedent is once established by the Legislature, 
that it will soon lead to a direct recognition of the thousands of 
fraudulent land certificates which we have for years endeavored 
to destroy. The operation of the committee’s substitute will be 
to revive claims to land which the constitution of the Republic 
and State of Texas have declared were null and void. The sub- 
stitute hasno checks to prevent the stupendous frauds with which 
our country has been cursed, from being again perpetrated to an 
unlimited extent. Withont some such check, this bill, so far 
from “quieting ? the land titles of the country, will subject eve- 
ry man’s interest to the “tender mercies” of the heartless coun- 
terfeiter. We believe that the legislative hall is not the proper 
forum for deciding the controversies of individuals. ‘The con- 
stitution has wisely left the construction aud application of the 
law to the judiciary of the country. The great mass of.the peo- 
ple are satisfied to submit their claims and rights to the enlight- 
ened and impartial adjudication of the juries and courts provided 
by the constitution for that purpose. By the constitution, the 
three great departments of government are to be forever distinct 
and separate :—a strict observance of this principle is essential 
to- the purity and preservation of our system. Believing that 
the legislative interference with land titles proposed by the said 
bill is uncalled for by the people and unwarranted by the consti- 
tution, we respectfully recommend its indefinite postponement. 
a D. E. TARVER, 

J..M. CLOL GH, 
.  BURREL P. SMITH, 

JAMES 8. GILLET, 

H. R. RUNNELS. 


Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 


Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: 
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ComMiTTEE Room, January 24, 1850, 
To the Hon. C. G. Krenan, . ] 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private land Clainis, to whom was referred 
a joint resolution for the relief of William €. Parker, have had 
the same under consideration, and have instructed me to report 
the same back to the House, without amendment, and recommend 
its passage. 

Report and joint resolution received, to come up among the 
orders of the day.  - 

CowMrTTEE Room, January 24, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled: an act for the relief of Greenberry Logan, 
have considered the same, and find the said Logan entitled to 
three-fourths of a league and labor of land, as an augmentation 
under the land law of December, 1837. That the committee 
also find in the claim of Joseph Taylor, who was permanently 
disabled by wounds received iu an engagement with the Indians 
on onr frontier, one that is entitled to tlie notice of the Legisla- 
ture, and should be returned, so far as it is in the power of the 
State so to do. The committee have therefore instructed me to 
report a substitute for the bill referred, incorporating a provision 
therein .donating one league of land to the said Joseph Taylor, 
and recommend its passage. 

Report, bill and substitute received, to come up among the or- 
ders of the day. 
ComMITTEE Room, January 24, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
the petitions of Green K. Cessna and Nancy K. Cessna, have ex- 
amined the same, and instructed me to report the following joint 
resolution for their relief, ‘and recommend its passage: 

Joint resolution for the relief of Green K. Cessna and Nancy 
K. Cessna ; read first time. . 

Mr. Stapp, from the committee on Private Land Claims, made 
the following report: ` 

CowwrrrEE Room, January 24, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, l - 
: Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


'The committee on Priyate Land Claims, have examined the 
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petition of John P. Rosier, and find that the said Rosier joined 


the army and performed military service within the Republic of 
‘Texas previous to the first of August, 1826; that on account of 
the absence of his fellow soldiers trom tis country, he was una- 
ble ta obtain a certificate for a larger amount than six hundred 
and forty acres. The committee are satisfied that the claimant 
was entitled to one-third of a league under the Jaw ; they there- 
fore recommend the passage of the following joint resolution : 


Joint resolution for the relief of John P. Rosier; read first 
time. : 
Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, made the following report: . 
CowMrTTEE Room, January 24, 1850 
'l'o the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on County and County Boundaries, to whom 
was referred an act more permanently locating the seat of justice 
of Grayson connty, have had the same under consideration. A 
majority of the commit'ee concurring, instruct me to report the 
bill back, without amendment, and respectfully recominend its 
passage. l 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. uu ; 
Mr. Russell, from the committee on Claims and Accounts, 
made the following report : 

ComMITTEE Room, January 24, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of Thomas Coleman, praying that restitution be 
made to him, on acconnt of the alledged bad faith of his agent, 
Charles L. Harrison, have had the same under consideration, and 
after discussing the subject, have instructed me to report, that 
they know of no rule of morals, law or equity which will justi- 
fy, much less require the State to make good the acts of bad faith 
which too often occur between parties. They therefore ask per- 
mission to return the same to the House, aud to be discharged 
from a further consideration. i 

Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 


Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, made the following report: 
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ÇomMITTEE Room, January 24, 1850. 
T'o the Hon. C, G. KEENAN, i 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whony was refer- 
red a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Brazos, San Ber- 
nard and Oystor Creek Canal and Navigation company, have 
-had the same under consideration, and instruct me to report the 
same back to the House, without amendment, and recommend its 
passage. All] of which is respectfully submitted. : 
i Report and bill received, to come up among the ordetsof the 

ay. l 
Mr. Lloyc, chairman of the committee on Roads, Bridges and 
Ferries, made the following report : 

-CommMirTEE Room, Jan. 24, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, . : 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, to whom was 
referred the petition of sundry citizens of Matagorda county, 
praying that Caney Creek. from the sugar-house of Messrs. Pow- 
ers on said creek to its moutli, may be declared a publie high-- 
way,and that the county court of Matagorda county may ap- 
portion hands to work thereon, having had the same under con- 
sideration, have instructed me to report the accompanying bill, 
and recommend its passage : 

A bill to be entitled an act to declare a portión of Caney creek, 
in the county of Matagorda, a public high-way, and providing for 
the removal of the obstructions therein ; read first time; 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of thé committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : 

CowuwrTTEE Room, Jannary 24, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act to define the boundary line between Gonzales 
and Caldwell counties; i Í 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to extend the provisions of an 
act entitled an act to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late 
Republic of Texas, approved March 20th, 1848, and find the 
same correctly engrossed. 

‘Report accepted. + > : 

Mr. Barney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: . = l 
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i CommirtTeE Room, January 24, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, . 

Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have- examined the follow- 
ing acts and joint resolutions, viz: 

‘An act to incorporate the city of Bovis: 

An act authorizing the county court of Red River connty to 
have the records in books A, B and C, of Probate records now 
in the office of the clerk of said county, transcribed ; 

An act supplementary to an act entitled an aet to locate perma- 
nently the seat of justice of Cass county, approved December 
27, 1849 ; 

An act to remove the Land Office of the Milam Land District 
from Burleson county to Cameron, in Milam county ; - 

An act to incorporate the Mount Vernon Male and Female 
- Academies ; 

An act to permit the county of Fayette to levy and colleet a 
special tax ; 

An act for the relief of Samuel G. Newton & Co., and Tilly 
& Hewitt ; 

-An act for the relief of the several Sheriffs under the late Re- 
public of Texas ; 

An act changing the name of George North to George Doug- 
lass Bigelow ; 

An act for the relief of Lemuel M. Rodearmel ; 

An act for the relief of James S. Patterson ; 


An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to exempt büil- - 


dings and grounds, designed and used for purposes of education 
or public worship, from taxation ; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Wm. S. Tuten : 

Joint resolution providing for the removal of certain Spanish 
documents from Nacogdoches county to the State Department ; 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of the Siate of 
Texas to exchange some of the public property in the city of 
Austin for a certain lot and buildings adjoining the General Land 
Office ; 

And find the same correctly enrolled, and having been signed 
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of 
the Senate, were this day presented to his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, for his approval. 

Report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, a joinggesolution fixing the 5th of 
February, 1850, for the adjournment of the two Houses of the 
Legislature was taken up. t 
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Mr. McKinney moved to amend the resolution, by striking out 
the “ 5th " and inserting the “ Ist.” is 

Mr. Bogart moved to amend the amendment of Mr. McKin- 
ney, by inserting the “ 10th.” 

Mr. Taylor moved a call of the House; carried. - 

On motion of Mr. Wren, the call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, a committee was appointed to wait 
on Messrs. Lewis, Holland, Millican and Smith of Shelby. 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Taylor, Johnson, Whittlesey 
and Clements said committee, 

5 Yeas and nays called for upon the amendment offered by Mr. 
ogart. 

The committee appointed to wait upon the absent members, 
returned and reported to the House the vote of the absentees, 
which was entered by the clerk accordingly. 

Yeas and nays upon the amendment of Mr. Bogart resulted as . 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Crump of B, Fields, Franklin, Jowers, Lewis, Lott McKin- 
ney, Millican, Reynolds, Russell, Shea, Smith.of Shelby, Stapp, 
Sterne. Tarver and Winfield —22. j 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Crump of A., Gil- 
let, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., Holland, Johnson, Lloyd, 
McNairy, Polk, Runnels. Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of R. R., 
Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson and 
Wreu—24. : 

So thé amendment was lost. 

Mr. Wilson moved the previous question ; carried. 

The question recurring upon the adoption of the resolution, 
the yeas and nays were, called for and resulted as follows: 
^ Yeas—Messrs. Bogart. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Cramp of 
A., Gillet, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., Johnson, Jowers, 
Lewis, Lloyd, McNairy, Polk, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, 
Smith of R. R, Stewart, Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson 
and Wren—26. 

. Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Cochran, Crump 
of B., Fields, Franklin, Lott, McKinney, Reynolds, Russell, 
Shea, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant and Tarver—17. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Bogart moved to reconsider the vote Just taken upon the 
joint resolution to adjourn on the 5th February, 1850. 


Mr. Stewart moved to lay the motion of Mr. Bogart upon the 
table until the 5th February, 1850, 


^ 
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-The yeas and nays being called for on the motion to lay on 
the table, resulted as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan; Burney, Clements, 
Cochran, Crump of B., Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of “T. Jow- 
ers. Lewis, Lott, McKinney, Reynolds, Russell, Shea, Smith of 
S., Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Whittlesey and Wil- 
son—26. ; 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Clough, Crump of A., Gillet, Harde- 
man of N , Johnson, Lloyd, McNairy, Polk, Runnels, Scott, Sel- 
man, Shaw, Smith of R. R.,.Taylor, Williams, Winfield and 
W ren — 18. $ 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Fields introduced a bill to be entitled an act authorizing 
and requiring the ‘Treasurer to publish an annual report of the 
condition of the Treasury, as provided for by the constitution ; 
read first time. l 

Mr. Russel! offered the following resolution : 


Whereas, on account of the degree of confusion and disorder . 


which often prevails in the House, the members are unable to 

hear or understand the reading of the clerk, or the questions 

put to the House by the Speaker, the business of the House be- 
ing thereby rendered to some exterit uncertain and difficult ; 
therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the Hon. Speaker be most respectfully 
requested to withhold all and every question from the House, 
and to suspend the reading of the clerk-during the prevalence of 
any degree of confusion, and that he be further requested to pay 
no regard to any member who may address him from any other 
than his own proper place on the floor. 

Mr. ‘Tarver moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the resolution offered by Mr. Russell 
was rejected. l 
_ Mr. McKinney, from the Special committee, made the follow- 
ing report: 
CowurrTEE Room, January 24, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The undersigned, members of the Special committee, to whom 
was referred the memoria] of Willis Stewart and others, have 
had the subject under consideration and beg leave to report, that 
in the opinion of your committee they ask nothing that is un- 
just or unreasonable; certainly not, if they have fully complied 
on their part with the conditions gf the contract, of which, to a 
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great extent, your committee have no doubt. The great diffi- 
culty which presents itself to your committee is, how far the Le- 
gislature would be justifiable to act in the matter, otherwise than 
required by the ordinance of the convention, which pointed out 
a judicial course by which it should be determined how far the 
rights of the parties were sanctioned by law. That ordinance 
required of the Attorney-General, or District Attorney, to carry 
out that provision, which your committee are informed and be- 
lieve has not been complied with. This, too, involves a serious 
question, as to how far the interést of a third party can be pre- 
judiced by a public officer failing to discharge his duty. 

Your eo.umittee have no hesitation in coming to the conclu- 
sion, that the petitioners have a legal remedy in the courts of the 
country, provided they can there show to the satisfaction of the 
courts that they have complied on their part with the conditions 
of the-contract, The delay, however, incidental to a judicial 
investigation must prove greatly injurious to all parties concern- 
ed. The interposition of our courts to suspend the issuing of 
patents to the settlers, would be discouraging and embarrassing 
-to the meritorious colonist ;—to permit it withont regard to the 
rights of the contractors, would be prejudicing-the case, and, in 
the opinion of your committee, a violation of private and vested 
rights, and consequently an invasion of the constitution of the 
State. The State, too, has, in the opinion of your committee, 
important rights which are involved in this matter, which it is 
the duty of the legislature to protect. The alternate sections 
were under the contract reserved to the State, the increase in va- 
lue thereof was the consideration for which the lands were con- 
tracted to be colonized ; and your committee most cordially re- 
commend that full and ample justice be doue to the colonist and 
contractors ; they are of opinion that the interest of the State 
should be justly and properly regarded, and her rights and in- 
terest preserved ; with all these considerations briefly stated, your 
committee have come to the conclusion that the ends of justice 
can only be met in two ways: first, the judicial process contem- 
plated by the ordinance of the convention, which in many in- 
stances would be ruinons in consequence of the delay, and sec- 
.ondly, by passing a law anthorizing the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, in all cases where an application is made 
jointly by the contractors and colonist, when the contractors show 
that they have complied with the terms and conditions of*the 
contract, fo issue patents according to the provisions of the con- 
tract, reserving the alternate section as contemplated. 

Your committee have therefore prepared a bill to that effect, 
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and submit it for the consideration of the House, and recommend 
it, as to them seems the best mode of re&ching the ends of justice, 
. 8s well to the contractor and colonist as for the State. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to”issue patents in certain cases to land 
under the contracts with W.S. Peters and his associates with the 
Republic of Texas; read first time. 

Report and bill received, to come np among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Lott P the petition of indy citizens of Van Zandt 
county, relative to a land district. On motion of Mr. Lott, the 
petition was referred io the committe on the Land Office. 

Mr. Lott, by leave, presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Van Zandt county, praying for a division of the said county. 

On motion, the petition was referred to the committee on Coun-. 
ty and County. Boundaries, 

Mr. Tarrant introduced a bill to be entitled an act to define 
the time of filing records in the Supreme Court, in cases of ap- 
peal and writs of error; read first time. On motion of Mr. Uar- 
rant, the rule was suspended and bill read a second time, and re-. 
ferred to the Judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, the business on the Speaker’s ta- 
ble mg Orders of the Day were taken up. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Bryan, a bill to be entitled an act to quiet 
the land titles-in certain portions of Texas, of those claiming 
lands under titles issued to colonists, actual settlers, or resident 
citizens, &c.,-which was made the special order for half-past 10 
o'clock to- day, was taken up. 

Mr. Tarver moved to lay the bill on the table until 11 o’clock 
to-morrow. + 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend the motion by a suspension of the 
rule. so that the minority report of the Judiciary committee could 
be placed with the bill, &c. ; carried. 

Mr. Fields in the chair. 

Mr. Lott moved to adjourn until 3 o'clock p. m. ; lost. 

Mr. Taylor moved to adjourn until half-past 2 o ‘clock p. m. 
ost. 

Mr. McKinney offered a substitute to the substitute. 


Mr. Lewis movéd 100 copies of each of the substitutes be ` 


printed and made the special order for Monday next, 11 o'clock, 
a. m. : 
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On motion of Mr. Scott, the House adjourned until 3 o'clock, 
p.m. . 3 . 
9 OCLOCK, P. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 


present. ` 

Question pending, Mr. Lewis’ motion to print 100 copies of 
each substitute, and to make it the special order for Monday,next. 

Mr. Bryan moved a call of the House; carried. 

On motion, the call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill and substitute were laid on 
the table until 4 o’clock p. m. 

Mr. Runnels offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That all business upon the Speaker’s table of a ge- 
neral and public nature shall be cousidered first iu order, and no 
other, except by consent of two-thirds of the menibers present, 
shall be considered until the same shall have been acted upon. 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 

CouwrrrER Room, January 24, 1850, 


"To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a bill to.es- 
tablish permanently the seat of justice of Leon county ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to provide for the ennmeration 
of the inhabitants of the State of Texas for the year 1851 ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to provide for holding an elec- 
tion for the permanent location of the seat of government.of the 
State, and find the same correctly enrolled ; and having been 
signed by the Speaker of the Honse of Representatives aud Pre- 
sident of the Senate, were this day transmitted to his Eixcellency, 
the Governor, for his approval. 

Report aecepted. 

Mr. Scott moved a suspension of the rule, so as the resolution 
offered by Mr. Runnels could 5e adopted; upon which the yeas 
and nays were called for and resulted as follows: 

Yeas—-Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, 
Crump of A., Fields, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of T., John- 
son, Lloyd, McKinney, McNairy, Polk, Runnels, Scott, Selman, 
Shaw, Shea, Smith of R. R., Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Taylor, 
Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren—28.  . 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Franklin, Jowers, Lott, Rus- 
sell, Smith of S. and Whittlesey—8. 

So the resolution was adopted. 
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Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the United States Congress to oppose the sub- 
stitution of specific duties on imports, in place of the present ad 
valorem system, with report from committee. On motion of Mr. 
Scott, was ordered to be engrossed. 

Joiut resolution relative to revising, digesting and publishing 
the laws of Texas, with report from the Judiciary committee, re- 
commending the resolution be laid on the table. Upon the 
adoption of the report, the yeas and nays were called for and re- 
sulted as follows : l l 

Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, -Bee, Burney, Clough, Cochran, Gil- 
let, Hirdeman of N., Hardeman of T., Johnson, Lloyd, MeNai- 
ry, Polk, Runnels, Shea, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Stapp, 
Stewart, Taylor, Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren—23. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Crump of A, Fields, 
Franklin, Jowers, McKinney, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, 
Shaw and Whittlesey—14. 

So, the report of the committee was adopted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to fix the price of land certificates 
to be issued by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
with report from Land Office committee. 

Mr. Franklin offered the following amendment : 
_ After the word “receive,” insert “except in cases otherwise 
directed by any act of the Legislature”; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, was' ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of the several bills originating in the Senate, a 
bill to authorize the withdrawal from the General Land Office of 
deeds issued on paper of the second seal ; 

An act to establish the Marshall Rail-way company ; 

Joint resolution authorizing the payment of the unexpended 
balance of the appropriation made by a joint resolution for the 

relief of the Texan prisoners in Mexico, approved Feb. 5, 1844, 
to the persons entitled thereto. 

The following bills and joint resolutions originating in the 
House: Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Robt. Earl, 
deceased, wlth amendments ; i 
\ A bill to be entitled an act to revive and amend an act to lo- 
cate permanently the seat of justice for the county of De Witt, 
approved March 9, 1848, with amendments ; 

An act for the relief of Gen. Memuean Hunt ; 

An act for the relief of Richard B. Jarmon ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of B. C. Johnson, as- 


signee of John F. Stacey ; 
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Joint resolution for the relief of J. F, Brown and Lyman Tar- : 
box ; A 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the legal represen- 
tatives of Henry B. Williams, deceased ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to declare John James Elliott the 
legitimate child of William Elliott and Polly Elliott, of Rusk ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to incorporate the 
city of Nacogdoches, approved March 16, 1848; : 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Tyler, z 
in Smith county ; : | 

A bill to be entitléd an act authorizing the Comptroller to issue 
duplicates of certain certificates; ~ 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Amos Morill ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Falls. And 
that the Senate had concurred in the amendments offered by 
the House to a joint resolution and memorial of the Legislature 
of the State of ‘Texas to the President and Congress of tne Uni- 
ted States, relative to the vast and enormous depredations com- 
mitted and being committed upon the citizens and property of 
those residing upon the borders and frontier cf Texas, and ask- 
ing an increase of the military establishment in Texas for the 
due protection of the lives, persons and property of her citizens. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the distribution of the 
digest now in preparation by O. C. Hartley, Esq., with report 
and substitute from the committee on Siate Affairs ; substitute 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill to provide for the payment of jurors. 

i Mr. Tarrant moved to re-refer the bill to a Select committee ; 
ost. 

The yeas and nays being called for on its final passage, were 
as follows: ~ 

‘ Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clough, * | 
Cochran, Crump of A., Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of N., Har- E 
deman of T., Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, | 
Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith 
_ of S., Stewart, Taylor, Williams, Wilson and Wren—31. 

|. Nays— Messrs. Gillet, McKinney, Polk, Stapp, Tarrant and 
Win field—6. 

So the bill passed. à 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, a bill to be entitled an act to quiet ` 
land titles in certain portions of Texas, &c., which was made the 
special order for 4 o'elock, was taken up. vx 

Mr. Lewis withdrew his motion. 
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On motion of Mr. Wilson, 100 copies of each substitute were 
ordered to be printed ; and, on further motion, was made the spe- 
cial order for Saturday 10 o'clock, a. m. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, a bill to be entitled an act for the es- 
tablishment of free public schools was taken from the table: and 
‘placed among the orders of the day. i l 

An act concerning divorce— Senate's bill ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the rule was suspended and bill read 
second time ; and, on motion, was referred to the Judiciary com- 
mittee. : 

Mr. Taylor moved to take from the table a bill to be entitled 
an act to provide for the assessment and collection of taxes, and 
make it the special order for to-morrow at 3 o'clock p. m.; cat- 
ried. a - 

A bill .to be entitled an act concerging the duties of District 
Surveyors—Senate’s bill; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the rule was suspended and bill 

read second time ; and, on motion, was referred to the committee 
on State Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act defining 
the office and duties of Sheriff, passed May 12, 1846—Senate’s 
bill; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the rule was suspended and bill 
read second time ; and, on motion, was referred to the committee 
on State Affairs. . 

A bill to enforce and carry out the judgments and decrees of 
the courts of the State, and to provide for the issuance of certi- 
ficates and patents in' certain cases—Senate’s bill; read first 
time. - 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the rule was suspended and bill 
read second time ; and, on motion, was referred to the Judiciary 
committee: 

An act providing for the trial of causes in the Supreme Court, 
in which the said court, or any two of its members may be dis- 
qualified to act, and in which there may be an equal division of 
opinion of said Judges—Nenate’s bill ; wead first time. 

On motion of Mr. Lloyd, the yule was suspended and bill read 
second time ; and, on motion, was referred to the Judiciary com- 

“mittee. 

A bill supplementary to an act to organize county courts, pass- 
ed March 16, 1848—Senate’s bill ; read first tijne. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to establish a Pen- 
itentiary, passed March 13, 1848 —Senate’s bill ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Selman, the rule was suspended and bill 
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read second time; and, on motion, was referred to the committee 
on the Penitentiary. 

A bill to provide for the liquidation of the public debt of the 
late Republic of ‘Texas—Senate’s bill ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended and bill 
read second time; and, on motion, Was referred to the committee 
on Public Debt. 

Joint resolution providing more effectually for the protection 
of the frontier of "'exas read third time and passed. 

À bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to es- 
tablish the Judicial Districts of the District Courts ; read third 
time and passed. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and requésting our 
Représentatives in Congress to endeavor to secure the passage of 
a law requiring the United States Distriet Gourt for the District 
of Texas to be held at more places than one, with report and 
substitute from Judiciary eomniittee ; snbstitute adopted. 

Mr. MeKinney moved to amend as follows : 

Strike out all which does not relate to a new district ; adopted. 

Mr. Taylor moved to reconsider the vote just taken on the 
adoption of the substitute ; lost. 

On motion, the joint resolution passed to third reading. 

Mr. Bryan, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Publie Debt incorporate in- 
to the bill for the liquidation of the public debt, a provision that 
certificates issued in conformity thereto, shall not be located up- 
on any lands previously surveyed, excepting that surveyed under 
frandulent certificates ; adopted. 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on Public Debt incorporate in- 
to the bill for the liquidation of the publie debt, a provision -that 
the certificates issued in conformity with the provisions of this 
act shall be.located north and west of a direct line, running from 
the source of the eastern fork of the Trinity to El Paso, and that 
the lands below said line shall be exempt from sach locations ; 
rejected. 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to'an act creating 
fees of office, approved March 20, 1818, with report from the 
Judiciary committee, recommending an indefinite postponement; 
report adopted. 

Joint resolution relative to the passage of a law requesting the 
Governor to call into service a regiment of mounted volunteers, 
&c., with report and amendments from committee on State Affairs; 
amendments adopted. : 


E " n i oe oe ees > 
AES TNR AA a ERER 


AC m 


t 


651 


On motion of Mr. Gillet, was erdered to be engrossed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 13th section of an act 
regulating proceedings in civil suits, approved 13th May, osos 
with report from Judiciary committee; ~~ 

On motion of Mr. Burney, was ordered to be engrossed. 

Resolution (laid on the table one day for consideration) reques- 
ting the Auditor and Comptroller. to inform this House if auy 
liabilities of the late Republic of Texas have been presented to 
them under the provisions of the law passed last Legislature, &c. 
was taken up and adopted. 

A bill to incorporate Chappel Hill College—Senate’s bill ; read 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, Mr. Taylor was excused from fur- 
ther attendance on this House, after the 5th day of February 
next. T 


On motion of Mr. Hardeman of N., the House adjourned un- 
til half-past nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Austin, January 25, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 
Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 
Mr. Stewart presented a petition for the relief of James M. Day, 
of Guadalupe county ; on motion of Mr. Stewart, was referred 
to the committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: 
CowMi'rrEE Room Jan. 25, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The Finance committee have had under consideration a joint 
resolution for the relief of Jacob Allbright, and have instructed 
me to return the same, that the House may take such action in 
regard to it as may seem most’ desirable. Mr. Allbright being as- 
sessor and collector of Houston county was ro bbed about a year 
since, of six hundred and sixty-six dollars and sixty-six cents, of 
the publie. money, and asks, and the resolntion provide that said 
amount be relinquished to him by the State The committee have 
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examined the testimony in regard to the robbery, and state, that 
there seems to be no.doubt of its having been committed, 
Report and bill received, to come up pang the orders of the 
day. 
Mr. Crump of Bexar, chairman of the committee on Public 
Debt, made the following report: 
CommiTrkE Room, January 25, 1850, 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred the 
resolutions of the House, having for their object the payment of 
the Public Debt of the late Republic of Texas ; also, the Senate’s 
bill providing forthe same, have considered each of them, and 
a majority of said committee have instructed me to report a sub- 
stitute therefor, and recommend its adoption. 
Report, bill and substitute received, to come up among die or- 
ders of the day. 
„Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County and 
County Peasants m made the following report: 
CommıTTEE Room, January 25, 1850. 
To the Hom. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on County and County Boundaries have had 
under consideration a bill to create the county of Marion, a major- 
ity of the committee instruct me to report it back to the House, 
and recommend its passage with the following amendments: 
Strike out in section first after the words “ Trimty River,” ahd 
insert “at the lower corner of Henry Golman’s survey, of 980 
acres, thence north fifty-one and a half degrees east to the Neches 
river ;” strike out in section 6th, all after the word “ practicable.” 
The committee have also examined a bill to organize the coun- 
ty of Marion, and instruct me to report it back to the House with- 
out amendment, and respectfully recommend its passage. 
Report and bill received to come up among the orders of the 
day. 
Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report: 
COMMITTEE Room, January 25, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Fhe committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bills: 
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the aah Brides 
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A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Melville Langham ; 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs and Tegal 
representatives of Charles Martin, deceased; and find the same 
correctly engrossed. —— 
Report accepted. 
Mr. Burney, ehairman of the committee on Private’ Land 
Claims, made the following reports : 
. COMMITT EE Room, January 26, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 
The committee on Private Land Claims, t6 whom was referred 
a bill for the relief of Daniel Fuller, have examined the same and 
instructed me to report the same back to the House without amend- 
ment, and recommend its passage. . 
Beportand bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
da 
Phe committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
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^ a bill for. the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of John 


C. Ozden, have had the same under consideration, and instructed 
me to report thesame back to the House, ‘and recommend its 
passage. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of. the 
day. 

Mr. Sterne, chairman of the committee on ihe Land: ‘Otlfice, 


made the following report:  . , 


CowMrrrEE Room, January 25, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
-T'he committee on the Land Office, to whom was referred 4 the 
petition of several citizens of Van Zandt county, asking the Le- 
gislatnre to appropriate one hundred dollars, to be placed af the 
disposition of the county court of said county, for the purpoge of 
procuring the necessary transcript of the map and records of the 


‘Land Office, in order to the e8tablishment of the Van. Zandt land 


distriet ; have had the same before them,’ and instructed me to res 
port: that said petitioners state, that the request is madéin conse- 
quencé of the seat of justice of said county not being ormanent 
ly located ; they have not been able to sell town lots, which wq gpa 

have placed them in a condition to have ‘procured a copy of: the 
Inap and records. .- Inasmuch, therefore, as Van Zandt county” is 


“now permanently established, all the difficulty of permanently 


establishing: the county seat for gud county has been reméved, 


and with i it , the necessity of inaking; the appropriation, prayed, for, 


aa* 


.and Turnpike Company ; 
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your committee beg therefore to be discharged from any further 


consideration of the petition. 

Report and petition received, to come upamong the orders 
of the day. | 

Mr. Tarver offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred dollars be, and the 
same is hereby appropriated’ont of the contingent fund of this 
House for the payment of Win. F. Weeks for his services as re- 
porter, during this session of the Legislature. 

The yeas and nays were called for on the adoption of the reso- 
lution, and resulted as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of 
Travis, Jowers, Lewis, Lott, McNairy, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, 
Shea, Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Stewart, 'l'arrant, Tarver, Whit- 
flesey, Williams, Winfield and Wren—29, 

Nays —Messrs. Charlton, Crump of Austin, Hardeman of Na- 
cogdoches, Johnson, Lloyd, Polk, Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Smith 
of Red River, Stapp and Taylor.--12. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of the following bills 
ofiginating in the House: ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Mason W. Cope; 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of R. W. Ballentine, 
deceased ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of B. C. Johnson,'as- 
signee of John F. Stacy; i 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the per diem pay 
of the members and officers of the present Legislature ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of William Arnold, 
deceased ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Berry W. Perkins ; 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled an 
act to create the county of Ellis ; FD: 

Joint resolutions to -provide for the payment of translating the 
laws of the first and second sessions of the Legislature into Ger- 
man, and for printing the same, with ameudmenuts from the Sen- 
ate; and that the Senate had substituted the following bills origin- 
ating in the House.of Representatives: 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the Rio Grande Railway 


A bill to be entitled an act to provide for distributing the re- 


` ports of the decisions of the Supreme Court of this State ; and 
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that the Senate had: ccheurred in the amendments adopted by the 
House, to the following bills: 

A bill to be entitled an aet to anthorize and require the Com- 
. missioner of the General Land Olliee;-tu issue a certificate to. 
Wiley Marshall, for three hundred and twenty acres of. land ; 

A bill to be entitled au act for the payment of Jurors ; 

, Resolutions of the State of Texas, on the subjeet of Slaver 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee-on Eurolled Bills 
. made the following report: 

_CommrrreeE Room, January 25, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. QG. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills. have examined the follow- 
ing bills, to wit : 

A bill to be entitled-an aet to authorize the county court of 
Harrison county, to.have record book B,.of bonds, deeds, mort- 
gages, and other instruments of writing now in the county clerk’s 
office of said county, transcribed ; 

A bill to-be-entitled aw aet for the relief of Richard B. Jarman; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of General Memucan 
Hunt ; 

A joint resolution relative to extending: the- jurisdiction of the 
State of Texas, over the south-half of a portion of. Red River ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Uzziel Baggett ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Araminta D.. Allen, heir at law 
ef Preston P. Allen, lately a soldier in the army of ‘Texas ; 

A joint resolution: for the- relief of Joseph Branham; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Elizabeth Hart; 

An act to:extend and define: the eastern boundary of Caldwell 
county ;: 

Au act to-ineorporate the Bexar Manufneturing Company ; and 
find. the same correctly enrolled, and having been. signed by the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. and President of the 
Senate, were this day transmitted.to his Excellency, the Governor, 
for his appreval. 

Report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the orders of the day, and the bus- 
iness on the: Speaker's table were taken up. > 

Mr. Shea moved to re-consider the vote taken upon the resolu- 
tion adopted on yesterday, relative to the orders of business upon 
the Speaker's table. 

Mr. Winfield moved to lay the motion of Mr. Shea upon the 
able; lost. - 
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The question recurring upon the motif of Mr. Shea, the yeas 
and nays being called for, resulted as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Cochran, 
Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Jowers, Lewis, Lott, Reynolds, Rus- 
sell, Shea, Smith of Shelby, Sterhe, T arrant, Tarver, Whittlesey, 
Winfield and W ren —90. 

Nays—-Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Charlton, Clough, Crump of 
Austin, Fields, Gillet, Harleman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of 
Travis, Johnson, Lloyd, McKinney, McNairy; Polk, Runnels, 
Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Stapp, Stewart, Tay- 
lor and Williams— 93, ; 

. Bothe motion to reconsider was lost. 

‘Mr. Lott moved that the rule be suspended, and that the bill 
-for the relief of the settlers in Mercer's colony, be taken up and 
placed with the general business on the Speaker's table, 

Mr. Bryan moved to amend the motion of Mr. Lott, by adding 
a bill to incorporate the Oyster Creek and San Bernard Canal 
.Company ; also,- the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and. Uolorago Rail- 
road; amendment accept. 

The motion of Mr. Lottas- amended, was adopted. 

Mr. Stapp offered the following resolution : 

Be it Resolved, That the Judiciary committee be requested to 
. prepare and report to the House a bill providing for the-eleetion 
‘of those officers specified in the amendment to the Constitution, 
which was adopted. . 

Mr. Fields introduced-a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate 
the Trinity Navigation Company. 

On motion of Mr: Franklin, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Internal Improvements. i 

‘A bill to quiet land titles, made the special ue of the day for 


to-day at eleven o'clock, was taken up. 


Mr. Franklin moved that the bill be.read by sections ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the word -* three" in the second line 
Of the first section was struck out, and the word ‘“ two” inserted. 

Mr. Franklin moved to strike out from the word “government” 
in the fifth line to the word "* prior" in the sixth line of the first 
section, and insert the following: “having and exercising juris- 
- diction over. the country ;” adopted. s 

Mr. Lewis moved to strike out “two of whom may act” i in.the 
third line, also, to‘ strike out "seventeenth" of ‘December; 1836” 
‘an the sixth line, and insert in -lieu.thereof, “fourteenth of No- 
vember, 1835 ; " adopted. 

Mr, Franklin offered the. following amendment ingert the 
word * locate” before the word “ purchase" in the fourth line; and 


657 


in the fifth line after the word “donation” insert “or be concerned 
or interested in locating , purchasing or accepting as a donation ;” 
adopted. 

Mr. Gillet moved to strike out “or Chief Justice of the county 
conris,? in the second line of the second section, and-to insert at 
the end af the sixth line, as follows : “a copy of which oath shall 
be filed in the office of the Secretary of State ;” adopted. 

Mr. Tarver moved to amend by inserting “ fraudulent" after 
the word “forged” in the fourth line ; adopted: 

Mr. Lewis moved to insert " they” in second section in place 
of * he," wherever it occurs; adopted. 

Mr. Lewis moved to strike out all after the word " months? in 
the eighth line, 5th section, and insert “and in the counties of 
Presidio, El Paso, Worth and Santa Fe, at such times and places 
as shall be provided for hereafter by law-;” adopted. 

Mr. Franklin moved to strike out all between the word eovern- 
meut"-n second line of fifth section to the word “provided” in 
third line; -and insert “having and exercising jurisdiction over 
said country ;” adopted. 

Mr. Lewis moved to strike out tbe words “seventeenth day of 
December, 1836,” and insert fourteenth of November, 1835 ;” 
adopted. 

Mr. Lewis moved to strike out “equitable” in fifth line ; 

Mr. Franklin moved to strike out “iegal or equitable ; ;" lost. 

Mr. Tarver moved to reconsider the vote Just had on Mr. 
Frankliu's motion ; carried, and amendment adopted. 

Mr. Lewis moved to strike out the «pro viso" in the fifth E 

Mr. Stapp moved to strike out all after the word “ sitting” 
second line of fifih section ; lost. 

Mr. Fields moved to strike ont all after the word “ faith? in 
third line of fifth section, and insert “prior to the 14th day of 
November, 1835.” 

: Mr. Runnels moved to adjourn to half-past two o ‘clock, p. m.; 
carried. : 

HALF-PAST 2 O'CLOCE, P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Qnestion pending on Mr. Field's amendment, was taken and 
adopted. 

Mr. Stapp moved a call of the House; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Gillet, the call was ‘suspended, 

Mr. Russell moved to strike out in third line of ninth. section, 
the words *and whether the same ought to be confirmed or re- 
jected ;" lost. 


we 


658 


Mr. Stewart moved to insert after the.word “imprisoned” in the 
sixth line 11th section, “in the Penitentiary;" and add at the end 
of the section, “not less than six months nor more than two 
years ;” adopted. 

Mr. Lewis moved to insert after’ the word canpually” in the 
second line 12th section, the following : “from the 15th of April: 
next, to the 1st of November, 1851 ;” "adopted. 

Mr. Lewis offered the followieg substitute for the 14th section : 
“That the provisions of this act shall in no manuer effect patents, 
surveys or locations already made in the Republie or State of 
Texas, previous to its passage, but the same shall have the same 
validity and be adjudicated in the same manner, as though this 
act had not passed; and the -claims acquired by virtne of loca- 
tions and surveys made previous to the passage of this act, shall 
be effected by the same, no further than the suspension oí the 
patents on said claims ;" adopted. 

Mr. Lewis offered the following as an additional section : 

: “Section 16, That every claimant to land under this act, shall. 
pay to said Connnissioners, the sum of two dollars for each and 
every claim far confirmation contemplated in this act, aud besides ` 
said sum of two dollars, every claimant shall pay tlie furthersum 
of one dollar for every application for each and every town lot or 
traet of land containing one acre or less ; the sum of three dol- 
lars for every tract of and containing one labor, (one hundred 
and seventy acres,) or less, and the snm of five dollars for each 
and every league of land, or part of a league of land larger than 
alabor, and if there be more than one league, the suni. of five 
dollars for every league presented for examination by the Com- 
missioners." 

Mr. Jowers offered an amendment to the additional section, as 
follows: strike out “confirmation” wherever it occurs, aud insert 
“investigation ;" accepted. 

Mr. Bee offered the following amendment to the amendment : 
add to the end of the section, “provided, that no further fees shall 
be required of those whose titles may be confirmed by the Legis- 
lature, except such fees as are by existing laws dernandable at 
the General Land Office ;” adopted. 

Question recnrring on the amendment of Mr. Lewis, as amend- 
ed, which was taken aud adopted. 

Mr. Lewis offered the following as an additional section : 

‘Section 17, That said Commissioners shall keep an acurate 
account of the moneys received as directed in the 16th section 
of this act, and shall pay the same into the Treasury of the State; 
and they shall be severally required to give a bond in the sum of 
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ten thousand dollars each, with two good securities, payable to 
the Governor of the State, to be approved by ,either.of the Dis- 
trict Judges ; conditioned to render a correct return of, and to 
pay into the treasury all the money received by them, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of this act ;’’ adopted. ; i 

Mr. Johnson offered the following as an additional section : 

“Section 18. Be it further enacted, Thatsaid Commissioners 
shall not take cognizance of auy claim for land, larger than one 
league and labor ;” rejected. -- 

Mtr. Lewis offered the following as an additional section © 

“Section 18. The Governor shall appoint by and with the can 
sentof the Senate, if in session, au attorney, whose duty it shall 
be to represent the State, whose compensation shall be the same 
as thatof the Commissioners; and in case of a disagreement be- 
tween said Commissioners, said Attorney shall take the same oath 
prescribed in this act to be taken by the Commissioners, in addi- 
tion to the oath prescribed for District Attorneys.” 

Mr. Wilson offered a substitute for the -amendment offered by ' 
Mr. Lewis, which was rejected. e 

‘Question recurring on the amendment of Mr, Lewis, which 
was taken and adopted. 

Mr. Gillet offered the following as an additional section : 

“Section 19. Beit further enacted, That no saleby any claim-. 
ant to lands under the provisions of this act, shall take place until 
after a title to the same shall have been confirmed to the original 
claimant or. claimants, but all such sales of lands, or claims to 
lands shall be void; and no claim to lands inthe hands of a 
third person shall be recogüized by the board of Commissioners, 
un'ess the sale or transfer-of the same was- made prior to the 
passage of this act ;” adopted. ` l l 

Mr. Tarver offered the following amendment : add after the 
third line in the seventh section, “and that he or the person un- 
der whom he claims title, has not borne arms against the Repub- 
lic or State of Texas, nor given aid or comfort to the enemies of 
said Republic or State.” 

Mr. McKinney offered the following as a substainte for the 
amendment offered by Mr. Tarver: “that he has never taken up 
arms against the Republic or State of Texas, and has never given 
aid or assistance to her enemies, nor had those.under whom he 
claims, to his knowledge, prior to selling the same :? accepted. 

Mr. Bee offered the following amendment to the substitute: 
“provided he or-the person under whom he claims enjoyed the 
protection of the laws, aud support of said Republic or State.” 

The yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows : 
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"Y'eas-— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Cramp 
of Austin, Franklin, Gillet, Hardenian of Nacogdoches, Hardeman 
of Travis, Lewis , Lott, MeKinney, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Shea, 
Smith of S Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewgt, "p BH Wintuesey, 


"Williams, Wilson and Winfield —26, 


Nays—Messrs. Burney, Clough, UN Crump of Bexar, 
Johnson, Jowers; Lloyd, MeNaity, Polk, Reynolds, Roünels, 
Scótt, Smith of Red River, Tarver, "Taylor and Wren—16. 

So the amendment to the amendment was adopted. 

The question recurring v pon the amendment as amended; was 
lost by the following vote : 

Yeas— Messrs. Bee, Burney, Clough, Cochran, Crump of Béx-- 
ar, Johnson, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Polk, Runnels, Shaw, 
Smith of Red River, Sinith of Shelby, Tarrant, ‘Whittlesey, Wi- 
liams and Wren — 19. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, ( lements; Crump of 
Austin, Franklin; Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman 
of Travis, Jowers, McKinney, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, 
Shaw, Shea, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, ‘Tarver, Taylor, Wilson and 
Winfield—23, 

Mr. Stewart moved to insert after the word Ses ET in 
the fifth line of the 11th section, and in the first line after the 
word commissioner, “and attorney for the State ;” adopted. 

Mr Gillet moved to amend the caption of the "bill D. substitu- 
ting therefor: “a bill to be entitled an act to provide for the invest- 
igation of laud titles, iu certain caunties therein named ;" adopted. 

Nu Crump of Bexar, moved to adjourn until six o'clock, p. 

; lost. 

"M Wren offered the following as an additional section : 

“Section. 20. Be it further enacted. That uo conditional title. 
shall be recommended by said Commissioners, unless the holders 


- of the same shall make satisfactory proof that the canditions in 
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said title have been fnlly complied with ;” rejected. 

Mr. Crump of Bexar, moved fo adjourn until half-past nine 
o’clock, to-morrow morning ; lost. 

E Burney moved to adjourn ‘until half-past six o’clock, p, 

; lost. 

Mr. Clough moved to adjourn until half-past nine o'clock, to- 
morrow morning ; lost. 

Mr. Runnels moved to adjourn until half-past nine o'clock, to- 
morrow morning ; lost. 

The question recurring upon the passage of ihe bill as amend- 
ed to a third reading,and the yeas and nays being called for, 
resulted as follows% 


- 661 


Yeas Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Cochran, 
Crump of A., Franklin, Guillet, Hardeman of N ; Hardeman of 
T., Lewis, Lott, McKinney; Reynolds, Russell, ‘Selman, Shea, 
Smith of S; Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, "Parrant, Tarver, Whittle- 
sey, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—28. ` 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Clough; Cramp of B., Johnson, Jow- 
ers, Lloyd, McNairy, Polk, Runnels, Scott, Shaw, Smith of R, R, 
Taylor and Wren—14. 

So the bill was passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, the House adjourned until half- 
past nine o’clock, to-morrow morning. 


AUSTIN, January 26, 1850. 


House mat pursuant to ido riens roll called—qnorum 
present. ; 
Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 
Mr. Williams, one of the- committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following reports : 
COMMITTEE Room, January 26, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


‘The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill | 
to be entitled an act to preseribe the time-of, holding the District. 
Courts in the 8th and 9th judicial distriets, have considered the 
same, and a majority thereof instruct me to report the same back 
to-the House, with amendment, and recommend its passage. 

‘Amendment: “In the county of Cooke, on the second Monday. 
after the fourth Mondays i in March and September, and may con- 
tinne one week.” 

Report, bill and amendment réceived, to come np among the 
orders of the day. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled am act:to amend the 8th section of an act establish- 
ing the judicial districts of the District Courts, have had the 
same under consideration, and à majority thereot have instructed 
me to report the same back to the House and recommend its pas- ' 
sage. 

‘Report and bill received, „to come up among the orders of the 


day. 
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The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred, a bill 
to be.entitled an act to amend the 6th section of an act establish- 
ing the judicial. districts of the District Gourts, &c., have had 
the same under consideration, and a majority thereof have in- 
structed me to report the same back to the House, without amend- 
ment, and recommend its passage.. 

Report and bill received, to come, up ameng the orders of the 
da 

Fine committee on the Judiciary, to whom Was ien a bill 
to be entitled an. aet to define the-time of holding the County 
Courts in the connty of Tarrant, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and a majority thereof have instructed me to report 
the same back to the House and recommend its passage. 

Report and bill received, to. come up among the orders of 
the day. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report 

COMMITTEE, Room, January a 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, | 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Finance committee return a bill to amend the 13th, 14th 
and 17th sections of an act to provide for the assessment and col- 
lection of taxes. So many changes appeared necessary to meet 
the expectations and wishes of the people in regard to the mode 
of assessing and collecting taxes, and the constitution requiring 
every section amended in the smallest particular to be re-enacted 
entire, it was deemed most.advisable to re-enact the entire law, 
as proposed in the bill reported by the committee." "This was al- 
so the more necessary, on account of the new! mode of reaching 
and assessing non-resident lands, which the bill reported propo- 
ses, and which is certainly the most judicious one, if we wish’ 
the entire landed property of the State to pay its proper portion 
of taxation. The committee, ask ‘to be discharged from the fur- 7 
ther consideration of the subject, 


Report and bill received, to come up among. di orders of 
fhe day. 


Mr. Charlton, chairman of the committee on County and Coun- 
ty Boundaries, made the following report : 


ComwiTTEE Room, January 26, 1850. 
Fo the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, © 
Speaker of the House of .Representatives ; 
The committee on Courfty and County Boundaries, have ex- 
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amined the memorial of a portion of the-citizens of Panola coun-- 
ty, praying -the organization of a new county, bounded east by 
the Lonisiana line, north by Hariison county line, west and south 
by Sabine river. From the calculatien-furnished the committee 
by.. the draughtsman of the, Genera] Land Office, we fitid the 
number of square miles contaiued in the new county prayed for, 
is 290, leaving the’ remnant of Panola county to contain 516 
square ‘miles. — Your committee believe it would be impractica- 
ble to grant the prayer of said petitioners, as it would conflict di- 
rectly with the 24th section of the general provisious of the con- 
stitution "Tegulating the organization of new counties, J am, 
therefore, instracted to report against the prayer of said petition- ` 
ers, and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of 


the same. 
Report and petition received, to come up among the orders of 


the day 
Mr. Whittlesey, chairmain of the committee on Engrossed 
Buls, made the following report : 
CoMMITTEE Roox, January 26, 1850. 
Te the Hon. C. G, KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined.the follow- 


ing bills: ~ 

“A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 130th section of an 
A gosmiaing the proceedings in civil suits, approved May 13, 
1 

A bill to be entitled .an act to fix the price of land cer tificates 
to be issued by the Commissioner of the General Land Office ; ; . 

A bill to'be entitled an act to provide for the distribution of the: 
digest now in preparation by O: C. Hartley, Esq. ; 

Joint resolutioris iustructing our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in the Congress of thé United States, to oppose 
the substitution of specific duties on imports, in place of the pre- 
sent ad valorem system ; : > 

-A joint resolution relative to frontier protection, and find the: 
same correctly engrossed. 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the Special committee, made the 


following report : 


è 


COMMITTEE Room, January 26, 1850. 


To the Hon. C. G, KEENAN, - 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 


The Special committee, to whom was referred a bill requiring 
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the Comptroller to audit fhe claims of Fern’d DeLeon for, cattle, 

horses and mules furnished the army of Texas in the years 1835 

and 236, have had the same under consideration, and have exam- 

ined the evidence, both parole and written, for and against the : 
claim. A majority of the committee have instructed me to re- 

port the bill, with the accompanying documents, back to the , 
House, and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of 

the same. ' 


Mr. Russell submitted the following: 


As one of the committee, I am entirely dissatisfied with ‘the 
above report, and in the name of justice I ask that, when this 
report comes before the House for final action, a committee of the 
whole wili investigate the evidence. 

W. J. RUSSELL, . 


| One of the Committee. 
Report, &c., received, to come up among the-drders of the day. 


Mr. Scott introduced a joint resolntion authorizing the corpor- 
ate anthorities of the city of Houston to accept as a donation Jot 
No 8, in block H., in that poition of the city of Houston known 
as Frost Town ; read first time. ` 


Mr. Wilson introdnced-a bill to incorporate the Lavaca, San 
Antonio and Austin Navigation steam company; read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended and bill read 
second time; and, on motion; was referred to the committee on 
Interna! Improvements. l 
Mr. Russell, one of the committee on Claims and Accounts, 
made the following reports: i 
CowwiTTEÉE Room, January 26, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of Wilson Y. McFarland, asking that the Comptrol- 
ler be reqnired to issue to him duplicate certificates for shares in 
the funded debt, have considered the same, and have instructed 
me to report that, as a general bill is before the Legislature pro- 
viding for all such eases, thereby saving great trouble and waste 
of time: They ask to be allowed to return the petition to the 
House and be discharged. 


Report and petition received, to come up among the orders of 
the day. - » 


Phe Special Joint committee made the following report : 
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CowwiTTEE Room, January 26, 1850.. 
To the nm c G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : - 
The Special Joint committee of the Senate and House of Rep- 


xesentatives, to whom were referred resolutions upon the subject 


of the existence within the territory of the State of Texas. of a 
military government, countenanced aud maintained by the Feder- 
al Government of the United States, have given the same that 


` deliberate cousideration which the importance of the ‘subject de- 
_mands ; and they herewith report, that from every souree of offi- 


cial information to whieh your committee have had access, they 
are forced to the conclusion that-there exists a settled determina- 
tion on the part of the Federal Government to destroy the State 
sovereignty and civil jurisdiction of Texas within the limits of 
the counties of Santa Fé, Worth, and a-portion of El Paso. 
The official information which justifies this conclusión is con- 
tained in the correspondence of Spruce M. Baird, Judge of the 


“kth judicial district, with the State Department, which discloses 


the positive existence of a military government; maintained with- 
in that territory, by the government of -the United. States; in the 
orders of the Secretary of War of the United States; establishing 


the 8th military department, and in the late annual message of 


the President of the United States to Congress. The infurma- 
tion derived from these and «ther sources, in connection with the 
studied silence of the Federal Executive upon the communica- 


- tions, addressed to- him -on this subject from the ‘Executive De. 


partment of this State, leaves no doubt in the minds.of your,cam- 
mittee that the Federal Government have already. exercised, and. 


, are attempting yet further to usurp unjustifiable and high- -handed 


power over a ae of the territory of Texas, in violation of 
the-constilution and laws of the United States and of this State, 
and in utter disregard of the terms contained in the solemn 
compact of annexation. 

Your committee regard any further discussion of the right of 
the State to that territory, as useless and unbecoming in connec- 
tion with existing circumstances. Facts beyond cavil and dis- 
pute ; arguments unanswered and unanswerable, have from time 
to time been. presented in the establishmént and defence of our 
claim, and haye as often: been treated as un worthy of considera- 
tion. A resort to petition would be unwarranted and i improper, 
as that would iniply the right'and power to grant. | Every art of 
persuasion has already been exhausted, and remonstrante has 


hitherto proved unavailing. oe E 


While a progpeetot ifüture hope existed; the? State: forbore to 
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murmur; believing it would ultimately be realized and her rights 
sectired ;—the illusion has vanished and the time for action “has. 
arrived. i 

The State must now adopt measures to assert and’ maintain 
her sovereignty in her own territory, or embrace the degrading al- 
ternative of submission to arbitrary power. It is but necessary 
to mention the latter alternative, to dismiss it forever from con- 
sideration. he acknowledged chivalry of the people of Texas, 
forbids us to entertain 1t for a single moment. The only course 
remaining is the firm assertion of our rights, and the determina- 
tion to maintain them at every hazard. 


The committee, therefore, recommend that the Legislatbre de- 


. mand of the General Goverment of the United States the imme- 


diate abolition of military government over any portion of the 


. territory of Texas; and in the event that such demand. should 


not be aceeded to, or that the United States should attempt to es- 
tablish a territorial government over any portion of said territory, 
or establish the office of Surveyor-General therein, as recommen- 


. ded. by the Executive of the United States; that the Governor in 


such case be authorized and required to employ the whole force 
of the militia-of the State to sustain her rightful sovereignty and 
jurisdiction, and. that the entire amount of money in. the treasury 
of the State be appropriated for that object. 


Your committee believe that a crisis has arrived’ which rend- 
ers the- proposed legislation necessary; and that it is the-only 
available policy remaining to secure the rights of the State in a 
manner consistent with her-dignity: 

They therefore report a substitute for the resolutions, embra- 
cing these provisions, and recommend its passage. Signed, 

J. M. CLOUGH, 
Chan on part of House, 

W..H. STEWART, 

W. M. WILLIAMS, 


D. €. VAN DERLIP, 
Ch'mn on part of Senate, 
DAVID Y. PORTIS, 
: © B. RUSH WALLACE. 


Report, resolutions and substitute received, to come . up among 
the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of N., the-business_on the Spea- 
_ ker's table and Orders of the Day were taken up. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Wilson, a bill to be entitled an act to quiet 


. the land titles in certain portions of Texas, of those claiming 


lands under titles issued to eolonists, actual settlers, or resident 
eitizens, before the act of the late consultation, elosing the Land 
office in Nov. 1835, under the colonization laws of the government 
of Mexico and the State of Coaliuila and Texas, as head-rights 


- to heads of families, and to. single men, where the titles issned 


4 


for one league and Tabor or less, with a report from the Judicia- 
ry committee, recommending a substitute, made the special order 
ef the day for to-day at 10 o'elock, was taken up. ' 

Question. pendiug, the substitute offered by Mr. McKinney, as 
a substitute for the substitute of the Judiciary committee. 

Mr. McKinney asked leave to withdraw the substitute offered 
by him as a substitute for the substitute of the Judiciary commit- 
tee, upon which the yeas and nays were called for and resulted 
as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clem- 
ents, Crump of A., Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of N., Hardeman 
of T., Lloyd, McKinney, Russell, Selman, Shea, Smith-of Shel- 


by, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Whittlesey, Wilson and W infield —23. 


Nays— Messrs. Charlton, Clough, Cochran, Gillet, Johnson, 
Jowers, Lott. McNairy, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels. Scott, Shaw, 
Smith of R. R., Tarver, Taylor, Williams and Wren—18, 

So the substitute of Mr. McKinney was withdrawn. 

The question recurring upon the adoption of the substitute 
recommended by the J udieiary committee, 

Mr. McKinney offered to amend the substitute. 

Mr. Wilson offered a substitue for the amendment offered by 
Mr. McKinney. 

A point of order was raised. as to whether the amendment to 
ihe substitute offered by the Judiciary committee was in order 
before the adoption of the report of the committee; whieh was de- 
eided in the affirmative by the Speaker. 

From whieh decision Mr. Scott appealed. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, a call of the House was had, and 
the Sérgeant-at- Arms dispatched after the absentees. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the call of the House was suspen- 
ded. 

Mr: Burney moved to adjourn until hal£-past 2 o'elock ;. the 
yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows : 

- Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart. Burney, Charlton, Clough, 


‘Cochran, Crump of A., Crump of B, Fields, Franklin, Hane. 
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man of N., Hardeman of T., Johnson, Jowers, McKinney, Mc- 
Nairy, Reynolds, Runnels; Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of R. R., 
Smith of S., Sterne, Stewart, Taylor, Williams and Wren—98. 


Nays— Messrs, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Gil let, Lewis, Palk, Rus- 
E Stapp, Tarver, Whittlesey, Wilson. and "Winfield—12. 

So the House adjourned. 

gs HALF-PAST 2 O'CLOCK, P.M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quoram 
present. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report: 


CowMrrTER Room, January 26, 1850. 
"To the Hon. C.-G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow: 
ing bills: A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Amos Mo- 
. rill; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Mason W. Cope ; 

Joint resolution for the reliet of J. F. Brown and Lyman Tar- 
box ; 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the-per diem pay 
of the members and officers of the present Legislature ; 

- A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of B. C. Johnson, as- 
signee of John E: Stacey ; 

“A bill to be entitled an act to establish and incorporate a litera- 
ry institution under the supervision and control.of the Eastern 
Texas Annual Conference, located at or near the town of Hen- 
derson, in Rusk county, in this State, 


And find the same correctly enrolled, and having been signed 
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of 
the Senate, was this,day transmitted to his ‘Eizeellenay, the Gov- 
. eynor, for hiis approval. i 

Report accepted. 


The following communication, addressed to the Speaker, was 
opened.and read: 


pe 


Crry OF Austin, Jan. 26, 4850.: 
: To the Hon. the Speaker of the House of Repr esentatives : 


 "l'he undersi ned, a éommittee appointed upon: the fart ‘of Me- 
tropolitan Division’ of the ‘Sons of ‘Temperance, "té invite the 
"Hon, me House of Representatives, to. “nite with, said Division 


rf 
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in.a publie procession, on Tuesday morning next, respectfully 
beg leave now to perform that duty, and ask the honor of an acs’ 
ceplance of the invitation. 
With high respect 
C. L. MANN, 
WM. SIMPSON, iL. nn 
D. J. MILLER, po omneis, 
J. C. RAYMOND, j 
On motion of Mr. Clements, the invitation was accepted; — ^ 
"The question pending on the appeal of Mr. Scott. 
Mr. McKinney, by leave, withdrew the amendment offered: by 
him. 
Mr. Scott withdrew the appeal. - 
The question being on the adoption of the substitute offered 
by the Judiciary committee. 
Mr. Scott. moved a call of the House; carried, and the Ser- 
geaut-at- Arms despatehed after tho absentee, 
Mr. Sterre moved that the call be suspended ; lost. 


On motion of Mr. Sterne, Mr. Tarrant was excused from at- . 


tendance upon the House for this evenme: ; 

Mr. Saylor moved to suspend the call Of the House’; Tost 

- Mr. Charlton moved to suspend the call of the House ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Johuson, the call of the House was sus- 
pended. 

Mr. Fields in the chair. l 

Mr. Wreu ollered the following amendment to the substitute, 
to wil: 

Strike out section 6, and insert in lica thereof, “ That the pro- 
visions of this act shall not extend to the following counties, viz : 
Bowie, Cass, Upshur, Titus, Red River, Hopkins, Hant, Fannin, 
Grayson, Cooke, Kaufman, ‘Wood, Van Zandt and Lanne ia 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the Sergo 'ant-at-Arms was excused 
from attendance upon the House this evening. 

Mr. Cochran moved to add the counties of Dallas and Denton 
to the amendment of Mr. Wren ; accepted. 

Mr. Stapp moved to strike out allin the fourth line of section 
6, after the words “December, 1837,? and insert Mr. Wren’s 
amendment, 

Mr. Bogart offered to amend the amendinent of Mr. Wren, by 
inserting “ Colliu ” ut the end thereof; accepted. 

Mr. Polk moved to-insert * San Augustine”; accepted, 

, Mr, Sinith of S. moved to insert “Shelby ”; accepted. 

— & point of order was raised. as to whether the amendment ‘to. 
the substitute offered by the Judiciary committee was: in order, 
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before the adoption of the report of the eommittee, which was 
decided in the affirmative by the Speaker. 

From which deciston Mr. Scott appealed. 

The question being, shall the decision of the chair be sustain- 
ed? the yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Keenan, Bee, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Fields, 
Hardeman of T., Johnson, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Ron- 
nels, Russell, Shaw, Shea, Smith of R. R., Smith of S. ae 
Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams and Wilson— 23. 

Nays— Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Cloagh, Cochran, Gillet, Har- 
deman of N. , Jowers, McKinney, Polk, Reynolds, Scott, Stapp, 
Stewart, Tarver and Wren— 15. 

So the decision of the Speaker was sustained. 

Mr. Gillet offered the following amendment to the amendment 
of Mr. Wren: 

Strike out alt of the 6th section after “1837,” in the 4th line, 
and insert, “the provisions of this act shall not extend to any 
right, title, or claim to land lying in the following counties, to 
wit :” accepted. 

The question recurring on the amendment of Mr. Wren as 
amended being taken, was adopted. . 

On motion of Mr. Clough, the House adjourned until halt- 
past 9 o'clock Monday, . A. M. 


^ Austin; January 28, 1850. 


— House met pursuant to adjourgment—roll called —quorum 
present. 

: Journal of Saturday last read and adopted. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the Judiciary Committee, made the 
following report : 
COMMITTEE Room, January 28, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
bill to fix the salaries and per diem pay of -officers not otherwise 
provided for by law, having had the same under consideration, 
have instructed me to recommend its passage, with the following 

amendments: 

In seventh line first section, strike out a eight hundred” and 
-insert “one thousand dollars.” i 


a 
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In eighth line first section, strike out t six hundred ? and insert 
* seven "hundred and fifty dollars. ” 

In ninth line first section, strike out seven hundied and fifty” 
and insert for principal Draughtsman-ene-thousand: dollars 7" 
for assistant Draughtsman eight hundred dollars.” 

In thirteenth line first section, strike out “six hundred” and in- 
sert “seven hundred and fifty dollars.” 

In fourteenth line first section, strike out “one thousand” and 
insert “twelve hundred dollars.” 

In fif eenth line first seetion, strike out “one thousand’ ? and in- 
sert, “twelve hundred dollars.” ; 

In sixteeuth line first section, strike out “six hundred” and in- 
sert “seven hundred’ and fifty dollars.” 

In seventeenth liue first section, strike out “one thousand” and 
insert “fifteen hundred dollars.” 

In eighteenth line first section, strike out “six hundred” and 
insert “seven hundred and fifty dollars. ü 

In first sect iou strike out all after the. words members of the 


d ature” jn-nineteenth line, and insert “threedollars.per diem,” 


Secretary of the Senate and Chief Clerk of the House of 
Rene ies. five dollars per diem; all other Clerks-in the 
Senate-and House of Ropresentatives $4 per diem; Sergeant-at-. 
arms ahd Door-keepers of both Houses of the Legislature; — 
dollars per day ; all of which is respee.fully submitted. 

Report and, bill received, to come. up among the erders of the. 
day. 

Mr. Cochran: introduced an. act fo. anthorize the. Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, to issue patents in certatn eases there- 
in named ; read first time. On motion of Mr. Cochran, the rule 
"was suspended, bill read-second time, and, on, motion, was referred 
to the committee on Public Lauds. 

Mr. Lott.presented the memorial, of James Boggs praying for 
a Ferry, ete. On motion of Mr. Lott, was. referred to. the com- 
mittee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. | 

On motion of: Mr. Lloyd, the business on, the. Speaker's table, 
and‘ordets: of the day: were taken up. i 


s s OF THE DAY. 


* 


On. monon of Mr, Whittlesey, bills upon their: hang and final 
yeadings.were taken up. 

Joint resolution to provide for the payment of translating the 
laws of the first and sécond sessions of the Legislature into Ger- 
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man, and for printing the same, with amendments from Senate ; 
amendments concurred in. 

A bill to he, entitled an aet to provide for distributing the Re- 
ports of the decisions of the Supreme Court of this State, with 
substitute from: Senate ; substitute adopted. 

Joint resolution relative to frontier protection ; read third time 
and passed. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators, and requesting our 
Representatives in the United States Congress, to oppose the snb- 
stitution of specifie duties on, imports, in place of the present ad 
valorem system; upon which the yeas and nays were called for 
on its final passage, and, resulted as follows: . 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Dee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
Clements, Clough, Cochran, Cramp of A., Crump of B., Gillet, 
- Hardeman of N., Hardeman of Tuy Johuson, Jowers, lewis, 
Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, 
Smith of R. Rọ, Smith ofS., Stapp, Stewart, Tarver, Taylor, Wil- 
liams, Wilson and Wren—?4, ` J 

Nays— Messis. Fields, ranklin, McKinney, Polk, Shea, Sterne, 
Whittlesey and Wiufield—8. l 

So. the resolution passed. . ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the-distribution of the 
Digest now in preparation by O. C, Hartley, sq. On twotion of 
Mr. Willianis, was luid on the table. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 130th section of an 
act regulating procccdings in civil suits, approved May 13, 1846; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to fix the price of land certificates to be issued by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office ; read third time and 


- " 


passed. l : i 
Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Robert Earl, de- 


ceased, with amendment from Senate; concurred-in, 


A bill to be entitled amact to revise and amend an act to locate 


permanently the scat of justice for the county of De Witt, ap- 
proved March 9, 1848, with amendments from Senate ; amend- 
ments conctirred in. . 

A bill to change the name of Richmond Hill to David Ran- 
don--Senate's bill; the yeas and uays being called for on its third 
and final reading, resnhed as follows: i 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Cramp of Bexar, Lewis, Me- 
Nairy, Reynolds, Shea, "l'uryet, Whittlesey and Wilson— 10, 

Nays— Messrs. Bec, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clements, 
Clongh, Cochran, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Hardeman of Travis, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Polk, Runnels, Rus- 


^ 


Ea 


673 


sell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, 
Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, ‘Taylor, Williams, Winfield and Wren— 
99. So the bill was lost. Ee 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Patsey Lewis, deceased ; 
read third (ime and passed. i 

Joint resolution for the relief of Jolm W. Little; toad third 
time and passed. 

A bill to be entifled an act authorizing the Galveston City 
Company, to change the plan of a certain block of toisin the city 
of Galveston, ete., "with: ainondmcuts from Senate ; - ee 
concurred in, 

A bill to he entitled: an act for the relief of I2dward Miles; read 
third time and passed. 

A- bill to be entitled an act to define the boundary line between 
Gonzales and Caldwell county ; read third tine and passed. 

Joint resolution making provisions for the discharge of the . 
Puübiie Diebi—$Senate's bill; substituted by the House of ae 
entatives. On motion of Mr. Br yan, was laid on the table, and, 
on motion made the special .órder for Wednesday’ next, at 10 
o'clock, a. m. 

Mr. Crump of Bexar, chairman of the committee on Public 
Debt, made the following report: 

Cow wrriiig. ooa, January 28, 1850. 
To the Hon. G. G. Kernan, | 
Speaker of the House ‘of Representatives : 

The committee on.Publie Debt, to whom | was referred the 
claim of William Rohértson for arms, cte., furnished the Repub- 
lic of Texas, have exaniined the same and find that the elaim-is 
jastly due, and certified to by Col. George W. llockley, and have 
instructed me to report the following bill, and ree its 
passage : 

An act for the relief of William Robinson ; ; read first A 

Report and bill received, to come up among the: DU of the 
day. 

Mr. Russell, one of the committee on Claims and Accounts, 
made the following report : | : 

CouwmrrrEg Room, Jantar 28, 1850. 
ne the Hon. C. Q. Kenwan, 
Spedker of the House of Representatives : 

T'he committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
a Senate’s bill for the relief of James R. Pace, have examined the 
same, and have instructed me to report it back to the House, and 
recommend its passage. : 


wae 
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F Report and bill received to come np among the orders of the 
‘day. l si 

A message was received from the Senate, throngh their Secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of the severat bills orig- 
inating in the Senate: "e 

An act to amend an act entitled an .act to provide for ascertain- 
ing the debt of the late Republic of Texas ; 

A ‘bill for the relief of Jamies Nelson ; 

A bill concerning patents for land ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
John L. Dabney ; 

A bill to incorporatethe Houston Plank Road Company. 

The following bills originating in the House of Representatives: 

‘A bill to be entitled nn ‘act to incorporate the Galveston and 
Brazos Navigation ‘Campany, with amendments from Senate ; 

A bill to -be-entitled an act to create the 12th Judicial Dist rict; 

Joint resolution making provisions for surveying a-certain 
quantity of University land ; 

Joint resolution authorizing the Governor to subserihe for three 
hundred copies of the second.and third volumes of the decisions 
of the Supreme Court of this State, with amendments ; 

A bill entitled an act to remove from the possession of the 
county clerk of Webb county, all books, papers, docnments and 
other property belonging, or in any way appertaining to the city 
of Laredo, to the city council ; 

A bill to be eutitled an act to extend the jurisdiction of the 
county of Medina, for certain purposes ; í 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Hobson ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Charles Morgan and Robert 
Rose : 

Joint resolution for the relief of Zebulon M, Porter ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Samuel C. Douglass ; 

A bil! to be entitled an act for the relief of Francis L. Merri- 
Weather and Peter P. Harding ; 


A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of William C. Sparks, 
assignee of Samuel W. Willis ; 


A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas Garner, 


assignee of Hiram H. Millieons ; "F Š 
ER : i $ a 
A bill to be entitled an art to repeal an act anthorizing the ap- 


pointment of a Fiscal Agent, and for the better security of the 
revenue, approved March 20, 184S.. - 1 


Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report : 


4 
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'"  CouMrrrEE Room, January 28, 1850. 
To the Hon. C: G. Kernan, 
' Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills Havé examined the follow- 
ing bills, to wit: — 

A bill to be entitled an act to declare John Jaines Elliott the 
n child of William and Polly Elliott, of the county of 
Rusk ; 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled an 
act'to organize the county of Upshur, approved January 26, 1848; 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of William Arnold, 
deceased ; 

A bill to be entitled an aet authorizing the Comptroller to issue 
duplicates of certain certificates ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of A. Ballieull ; 

A bill to be entitled an act legalizing and confirming the mar- 
giage of William Pearson and Elizabeth Ogle ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of "George Washing- 
ton Sheek ; 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act entitled an 
act to create the county of Ellis; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of E. H. Grisham ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the legal heirs and 
representatives of Henry B. Williams, deceased ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Berry W. Perkins ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to — the 
city of Nacogdoches, approved March 16, 1848; 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Falls ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of R, W. E 
deceased ; 

A bill entitled an act more particularly defining the bounda- 
ries of Henderson county ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Kinney ; 

Joint resolution tor the relief of the heirs of Robert Earl, de- 
ceased; and tind the same correctly enrolled,and having been 
signed by the Speaker of the House of Representative s and Pres- 
. idént of the Senate, were this day transmitted to his Excellency 
the Governor for his approval. 

Report accepted. 

A bill to be entitled an act to quiet land titles in certain por- 
tions of Texas, of those claiming lands under titles issued to col- 

onists, actual settlers or resident citizens, before the act of “the 
late eonatiltation closing the Land Office in November, 1835, un- 
der the colonization laws of the government of Mexico and State 
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of Coahuila and Texas, as headrights to heads of families and to 
single men, where the title issued for one league aud labor of land 
or. less, with areport from the Judiciary committee recommending 
a Substitute. 

Mr. Wren moved te lay the bill and report on the table until 
the third day of July next. 

Mr. Wren, by leave, withdrew the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. Tarver offered the following amendment to the substitute 
offered by the committee: after “mentioned” in second liue, section 
four, insert “or between any patent, title, survey or location here- 
tofore made ;? 

At the end of the filth section add, “nor to any interest, patent, 
grant or title of whatsocver description, which is or has been de- 
clared null and void by the laws or constitution of the Republie 
or State of Texas; vor ta any location. or survey, or any patent 
issued thereon, which his been made since the tenth day of De- 
cember. 1836, upon any island, salt lake, or mine, reserved by the 
laws of Texas forthe use of the State.” 

Mr. Franklin called (or a division of the question on the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Tarver. 

The question was then taken upon the first portion of the 
amendm *ntof Mr, Tarver; adopted. 

‘On motion of Mr. Clough, the House adjourned until three 
o'elock, p. m. 

3 O'CLOCK. P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum 
present. 

‘Question pending fhe second portion of the amendment offered 
by Mr. "Tarver, which was adopted. 

ii question recurring upon the third amendment offered by 
Mr. ‘Varver, the yeas and uays being called for, resulted as follows: 

Yeas — Messrs. Bogart, Burney. Charlton, ‘Cochran, Crump of 
Austin, Fields, Gillet, ‘Hardeman of, Travis, Johuson, Jowers, 
Lott, McNairy, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, 
Smith of Red River, "Tarver, Taylor, Williams, Winfield and 
Wren—24. 

Nays— Messrs, Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Clonsh, eu 
of Bexar, Franklin, Hardeman of Naeoxdnches, Lewis, Lloyd, 
McKinney, Russell, Shea, Swith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, 
Whut'esey and Wilson— 15. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Franklin offered the following amendment to substitute of 
committee, in first section second line. after (he word “or” insert 
* their heirs or in case of sale;” rejected. 
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Mr. Franklin offered the following amendment: at the end of 
first section tenth line, insert “this section shall not be construed 
to confirm any land tile declared to be void by the constitution 
of the Repnblic or the State. of 'i'éxas, nor. any titles issued in 
vitue of the 24th article of the colonizauon Jaw, of the 24th of 
March, 1835 ;” rejected. 

Mr. F ranklin offered ‘the following amendment: in second 
section first line, after the word “ol insert * persons heretofore 
aequired ;” rejected. 

Mr. Mranklin offered the following amendinent : in id e 
section eighth line, after the word “between,” insert “anys” 

same line, aller the word “survey” insert “or location EROS 
made ;” rejected. ; 

Mr. F'rauklin offered the following amendinent: at the end of 
fifth section add, “that the relinqiishinent and confirmation shall 
not extend io confirm any utle, where the person whe acquired 
acrant as a colomst who abandoned. the eountry and thereby 
forfeiled ite lands meluded in the grant, nhless the lands are 
claimed by a ciuzen of ‘Texas who isv purehbi wer in good fith, 
holding wider the grantee 2" the yeas and nays: being i called for, 
resulted as follows ; 

Y eas — Messrs. Speaker. Beo, Bryan, Clements, Franklin, Hard- 
eman of 'l'ravis, Lewis, MeKinuey, Shea, Stapp, SEBINESEY; 
Wilson and Winfield —13. 

Nays —Messrs. Bogart. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, 
Crump of Austin, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of 
Nacogdoches, Johnson, Jawers. Ll ovd, Lott, Me Nairy, Polk, Rey- 
nolds, Runnels, Russell, Seott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red 
River, Smith of Shelby, Siew art, T arver, Taylor, Wiliams and 
Wren--29., 

So the amendment was rejected, 

Mr. Jowers moved to amend by striking out the second section; 
rejected. . 

Mr. Lewis offered the following T add section 5, 
Cand nothing in this aet dontuned shall be construed as a Le: 
gislative expression of opinion for or against, grants of a greater 
amount than one league and. labor of laud ; 2 the yeus: and uays 
being called for, resulted as follows: 

Yeas - Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Crump of Bexar, Fields, 
Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Lewis, 
Mckinney, Russell, Shea, ‘Stapp, Stewart, Whittlesey, Wilsou 
and Wiufield —17. 

Nays —Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clough, 
Cochran; Crump of Austin, Frabklin, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, 


-* 
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Lott, McNairy, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels. Scott, Selman, Shaw) 
Smith of Red River, Smith of- Shelby, Tarver, Taylor Williams 
and Wren—25. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Scott offered ‘a substitute for the bill of the Judiciary com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Stapp moved the previons question ; carried. 

The question. recurring 1 pon the substitute of the committee 
as amended, the yeas and nays were called for. ` 

Mr. Gillet moved that a committee be appointed to wait npon 
Messrs. Tarrant, Holland and Millican, to receive their votes up- 
on the question pending before the Honse: Messrs. Whittlesey, 
Clough and Taylor, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Whittlesey from select committee reported the votes of 
Messrs. Millican, T'arrant and Holland ane the clerk recorded 
their votes accordingly. 

The yeas and nays resulted as follows: 

Yeas—Mess:s. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, * lements, Crump of A., 
Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacegdoches, Hardeman of Tra- 
vis, Lewis, Lloyd. McKinney, Millican, Russell, Shea, Stapp, 
Sterne, Stewart, Tarver, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson aud Win- 
field —23. 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, - Burney, Charlton, Clongh, Cochran, 
Crump of Bexar, Gillet, Johnson, Jowers, Lott, McNairy, Polk, 
Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, 
Sinith of Shelby, Tarrant, r ‘aylor and Wren —22. 

So the amendment as amended was adopted, 

Mo Wilson moved: to AD until half-past six o'clock. p. 

; lost. 

M r. Franklin moved to adjour u until ne -past nine o'clock, to- 
morrow, a. m. ; lost. 

- Mr. Winfield moved to adjourn until nine »'elook p. m. ; lost. 

Mr. Lloyd moved to adjourn uutil seven o'clock y. m.; : carried, 

^' Y OCLOCK P. M. 

House met pursuant to adjournnfént—roll called —quorum 

resent. 

The following communications upon the Speaker's table was 
received : 

One from J. M. W. Hall, S. G. Haynie and George Durham 
com uittee, asking the use of. the Hall of the Representatives, for 
a cotillon party. 

Mr. McKinney moved that the request in the above communi» 
eation be granted. . ! 

Mr. Bee moved a call of the House ; carried, 


es 
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Mr. Burney moved that the-call be suspended; carried. 
-T'he yeas and. nays being called for, resulted as follows : 


Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Crump of A., Fields, Franklin, 


, Gillet, Hardeman of T., Jowers, Lo, McKinney, Reynolds, 


Russell, Scott, Shaw, Shea, Smith of S., and ''arver—17. 
Nays— Messrs. Bogart, .Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Coebran, 

Hardeman of N „Johnson, Lloyd, McNairy. Polk, Runnels, Sel- 

man, Smith of R. R., Stapp, Sterne, uL Taylor, Williams, 


| Wilson and Wren—20. Lost. 


A communication from C. L. Mann, asking on behalf of the 
Sons of .'l'emperauce the use of the Hall, to-morrow at 11 o'clock 
A. M. 

| Mr. Russell moved that the request. be granted ; the yeas and 
nays being called for, were as follows: 

Yeas — Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Burney, Cochran, Fields, 
Gillet, Hardeman of T., Lloyd, McKinney, McNairy, Reynolds, 
Russel, Scott, Shaw, Shea, Sunth of S, Stapp, Sterne, Tarver, 
Williams'and Wilson — 22. 

Nays— Messrs. Charlton, Hardeman of N., Johnson, Jowers, 
Polk, Runnels, Smith of R, B., Stewart, Taylor, and Wren—10. 

So the leave was given. 

Mr. Bee moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken. 

Mr. Lott moved to lay the motion on the table; lost. 

Mr. Wren moved a reconsideration of the vote npon the snb- 
ject of the use of the Hail fora cotillon party, taken this evening. 

Mr. Hardeman of N., moved to adjourn until 9 o'cloek to-mor- 
Yow a. m. ; lost. " 

The yeas and nays being called for u pon the motion of Mr, 
Wren, were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Clements, Crump of A., 
Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Jowers, Lewis, 
Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, McNairy, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, 
Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Tar- 
ver, Williams, Wilson and Wren—27. 

Nays— Messrs, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Johuson, Polk, Runnels, Selman; Stewart and 
Taylor c). 

So the vote was reconsidered, and the motion of Mr. MeKin- 
ney carried. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the bill to quiet land titles was post- 
poned until half-past two o'eloek to-morrow, p. m. 

On motion of Mr. Johuson, the private business on the Speak“ 
er’s table was taken up. 

Ou motion of Mr. Crump of Bexar, a bill to be entitled an act 
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to provide for the pay of the Mier prixoneis; with report and sab: 
stitute from committee on pay Affairs was taken up, and sub- 
stitttte adopted. 

Qu motion. of Mr. Cramp. of Bexar; was -ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the rule was süspended, bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Gillet, a bitl donating to John, Neill.and 
James Q. Rice, one league of land each for being. permanently 
disabled in the service of the Republic of Texas, and one league 
of land to the legal heirs of Hays Covington, who was ] killed in 
the service of the same; passed to a third reading. 

Ou motion of Ma. Gillet, the rule was suspeuded, and bul read 
third time and passed. 3 

A bill for the relief of Cain d Brash, a soldier in the army of 
the Republic of Texas ; with report from counuittee. . On Mo- 
tion. passed to third Eadie, 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, the rule was | suspefided, and bill 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, the joint resolution for the relief .of 
Jacob Allbught, with report from coinniittee was taken up; the 
yeas and nays beina called for on its passugo ta a third reading, 
resulted as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs Speaker, Charlton, Cramp of Austin, C ramp of 
Bexar, Gilet, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Reynolds, Scott, 
Selman., Shaw, Sheu, Smith of Red River, Smith.of Shelby, 
Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarver, Wi'son and Wreu —22. 

Nays—Messts Bee, Bogart, Bryan. Clements, Oochran, Fi ields, 
Franklin, Polk, Runnels, Taylor and Williams—11. 

So the bill passed to a third reading. 

Mr. Fields in the Chair. Tn 

On motion of Mr. Wren, a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief of the citizens of Mercer’s colony, was taken up; and the 
yeas and nays being called for on its third and final passage, 
resulted as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs.. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Cle- 
ments, Cochran, Fields, Gillet, . Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, 
Lott, MeNairy, Reynolds, Runnels , Selmun. Shea, Smith of Red 
River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Tarver, Taylor, Wil- 
hams, Wilson and Wren-~z8, 

Nays—— Messrs. Burney, Frankia, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Polk and Shaw— 5. 22 a 

So the bill passed. E 

Mr, Tarver, by leave, introdüced a bill for the relief of the 
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heirs at law of Jesse ‘Bledsoe, deceased ; read first time. On mo- 
tion of Mr. Tarver, the rule was suspended, and bill read second 
time, and, on motion was referred to a special committee; where- 
upon, tbe chair appointed Messrs. Witiems, Stapp aud Smith of 
Shelby. 

On motion of Mr. Burneyy the House adjourned until nine 
o'clock to-morrow morning. ; 


Austins Jaüuary 29, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjonrnment—roll called —quorum 
present. . 

Journal of yesterday read and adopted. 

A message wis received from the Senate, through their Seere- 
tary, informing the Honse of the passage.of the following bilis 
originating iu “the Seudulte : 

A bill for the relicf of Joho E, Linn ; : : 

A bill donating a league of land to Elizabeth Ryals ; 

A. bill relative to tlie proof of the statutes and common law of 
the States and "l'erritories of the Uniied States ; 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the boundaries of 
Kaufman county; . 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of George C, Arnest ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and légal representatives of 
"Charles Murchard, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of ihe sufferers by the destruction of the 
records and certificates of the laud offive in the district of Rusk ; 

Joint resolutions relating to malting the ports of Aransas and 
Sabine Puss ports of entry, and the erection of gh: -honses on 
Mustang Island and Sabine Pass ; 

Also, a substitate for the House bills, to be entitled | an aet sup. 
plemental lo an acf lo appor tion the Senators and Representalives 
of the Legislature among the several counties of the State, ac- 
cording to the requirements of ibe constitution, approved Janu- 
ary, 1850 ; 

Also, a substitute far bill to be entitled an act to legalize 
head right certificates issued by Hs county courts of Refugio 


county. 
Mr. Lewis preseuted the petition. ‘of Edward Fitzgerald. On 


———Á ye 
aw 
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motion of Mr. Lewis, the petition was. referred to the committee 
on, Public Lands. 

Mr. Burney, chairmau of the committee on Private Land Claims, 
made the: following report: 

a Commrrree Room, January 29, 1850. 
To, the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the “House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill for the relief of Charles T. Stanley, have examined the 
same, and instructed. me to report the same back to the House with- 
out amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
da 

Mr. Burney, chairman ofthecommittee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: 

Commirrer Room, January 29, 1850. 
"Fo the Hon. C. GQ. KRENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act more particulafly definiug the boundaries of 
Van Zandt county ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an: aet to. incorporate the town of Ty- 
ler, in Smith county ; 

Also, a joint resolution to provide for the payment of transla- 
ting the laws of the first and second sessions-ef the Legislature 
into. UE and for printing the same; 

Also, a. bill to be entitled an act to create the Twelfth. judicial 
distriet; . 

Also, a. joint resolution: for the relief of john Hobson ;: 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to repeal an.act authorizing 
the appointment of a fiscal agent, and for the betten security of 
the revenue, approved March $90, 1848 ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Samuel C; Douglass, 

And find: the.same correetly enrolled, aud’ having been signed 


, by the Speaker of the House of Representatives. and President of 
the Senate, was this day présented to his Excellency, the Gover- 


nor-of the State for his approval.. 

Report accepted: 

Mr. lewis introduced a bill aea an act supplementary 
to an act to.secure to the German Emigration company and'their 
colonists the land to which they are. éntitled, and to adjust the 
indebtedness of said. company ; read first time, - ' 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the rule was Suspended and bill read 
second time, and referred to the committee on. Publie hands. 
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On motion of Mr. Jowérs, Messrs. Bryan and Wilson were 
added to the committee on Federal Relations. - 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, the business on the Speakers ta ta- 
ble and the Orders of the Day were taken up. 


> ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Lloyd, a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief of the sufferers by the destruction of the records and certifi- 
eates of the laud office in the district of Rusk, was taken up. 


.On. motion of Mr. Gillet thé iiid ROI GRed until 2 o'clock, 


p. m. 
2 Coleen, P. M 


i 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called quorum 
present. 

Mr. Bee, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, by 
leave, made the following report: 


CowurrrEE Room, January 29, 1850 
=e the Hon. €. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the Elouse of Representatives z 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred an 
aet supplementary to an act to secure to the German Emigration 
company their lands, &c., have had the same under considera- 
tion, and beg leave to report. the bill without amendment, and 
recommend its passage. 

Report aud bill, received, to come up among the enim of the 
da 

Mr. Burney, ehairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report : 


Cou ae Room, January 29, 1850, 

T'o the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

i _ Speaker of the Horse of Representatives: 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
an act to validate certain patents terein named, have considered 
the same, and have iustructed me to report the bill back to the 
House, without amendment, and recommend its passage. 
Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
da . 
aaia pending, an act for the relief of the sufferers by the 
destruction of the records and certificates of the Land Office in 
the District of Rusk—Senate’s bill; read first time. 

On motion*of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended and bill read 
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second time; and, on further motion, bill passed to a third réad- 
in 
On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended, pill read a 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Charlton, by leave, offered the following resoliition : i 

Be it resolved, Nhat the Legislature of the State of "l'exas 
shall hold night sessious, commencing at 7 o'clock and continu- 
ing in session until halt “past 10 o’clock, unless the bnsiness on 
the Speaker's table be sooner disposed, of 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Whittlesey. chairman of (he committee on Fingrossed 
Bills, made ihe following report: 

Commeris Room, January 29, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KRENAN, 
Speaker of the TTouse of Repr esentatives : 

The commiltee on lingrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act for the roliel of certain pet sons formerly prisoners 
of war in Mexico. and find the same correctly engrossed, 

Report accepted. 

A bill to quiet land titles, &ec., which was made the special or- 
der for to-day at half-pust 2 o 'clodk, p. m.. was laken ap. 

Mr. Bryan moved. the bill pass to a third reading, 

Mr. Franklin moved 10 amend, by striking out the following : 

4 Nor to any loeation or survey, or any patent issued thereon, 
which has heen made since the 10th December, 1836, upon any 
island, salt lake, or mine, reserved by tho. laws of "l'exas for the 


use of the Stale. 
Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and resulted as 


follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee. Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Clough, 
Cochran, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of N., Hardeman of D 
Lewis, Lloyd, McKinney, Russell. Selman, Shea, Smith of Shel- 
by, Stapp, Stewart, Whiitlesey, Wilson and Winfield —23 

Navs—Messrs. Burney, Charlion, Crump of A., Gillet, John- 
son, Jowers, MeNairy, Polk, tevnolds, Runnels, Scott, Shaw, 
Smith of Red River, Sterne, T'urver, T ay lor, Williams and Wren 
— 18. 

So the amendment of Mr. Franklin. was adopted. Fa 

Mr. MeKinnev offered a substitute: - | 

Mr. Fields iu the cbuir. 

Mr. Charlton moved the previous question. 

Yeas and nays being called for on ihe motion of Mr. Charl ton, 


resulted as follows : 
Y eas— Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Clough, Crump of 


[i 


- 


685 


Austin, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman 
of Travis, Johnson, Lloyd, McNairy, Polk, Runnels, Selman, 
Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, 
Taylor, Williams and Wilson —23. 

Nays —Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Clements, Cochran, Fields, Jowers, 
Lewis, McKinney, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Shea, Sterne, Tar- 
ver, Whittlesey, Winfield and Wren—l17. 

So the previous question prevailed. 

Question, shall the bill pass to a third reading ? 2 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, a call of the House was had. 

Ou motion of Mr. Wilson, the call was suspended. 

Mr. Runnels moved a committee be appointed to wait upon 
Messrs. Holland, Millican and Tarrant, to receive their votes ; 
carried. "oa 

. Whereupon the chair appointed Messrs. Runnels and Stapp 
said. committee. 

The yeas and nays being told ou the passage to a third read- 
ing, resulted as follows: 

"Yeas— Messrs. S peaker, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Crump of Aus-. 
tin, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Har- 
deman of Travis, Lewis, Lloyd, Russell, Shea, Smith of Shelby, 
Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, ‘Tarver, Whittlesey, Wilson and Winfield 

—21. 


Nay s—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, 
Fields, Gillet, Holland, Johnson, Jowers, Lott, McKinney, Me- 
Nairy, Millican, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw 
Smith of Red River, T arrant, Taylor, Williams and Wren—25’ 

So the House refused to pass the bill to a third reading. 

Ommotion of Mr. Bee, the House adjourned until half-past 9 
o'elock to-morrow morning. 


Austin, January 30, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Millican presented a petition and remonstrance from the 
citizens of Bastrop and Robertson counties. ` On motion of Mr, 
Millican, was referred to a Special committee. 


Whereupon the chair appointed Messrs. Williams, Franklin, 
ss* 
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Russell, Hardeman ‘of Nnedgdoches and ‘McKinney said’ ¢ém- 
“mittee, ` 
‘Mr. Tarver, one of: the eómmittee on the Taara; made the 
following report : PE 
re mre Room,‘ January 30, 1850. 
'To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to define the times of holding the District 
Courts in the third judicial district, have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report the same back to 
the House, with an amendment, and recommend its passage : 

Amendment: Strike ont “ Viesca,” and insert “ Falls.” 

Report, billand amendment received, ‘to come up among the 
orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the appropriation bill was taken 
out of the hands-of the Judiciary, and placed in the hands of 
the Finance committee. 

Mr. Wilson; one of the committee on the Judiciary, made the 
following reports : 

| CoMMITTEE Room, January 30, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on the Judiciary, who were called upon by a 


resolution of the House to inquire into the expedieney of repeal- . 


ing the second section of a joint resolution for the relief of the 
'soldiers composing the late first regiment of infantry, approved 
11th December, 1841, have instructed me to report the accom- 
panying bill and recommend its passage : 

Joint resolution amending the second section of a joint resol ü- 
tion for the relief of the soldiers composing the late first regi- 
ment of infantry ; read first time. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report: 

COMMITTEE Room, January 30, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of John H. Mitchell, have had the same under 
consideration, and are of opinio’, from the evidence, that the said 
Mitchell is entitled to three hundred and twenty acres of land in 
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‘addition to the three hundred ‘and twenty acres heretofore:recei- 
ved, and have therefore instructed me to report a bill for his ré- 
lief, and recommend it spassage : 
A bill to be-entitled an act tor the-reHef of John H. ‘Mitchell ; 
‘read first time. 
Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of 
the day. 
Comte ‘Room, January 30, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G:- KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Private Land Glaims, to whom was referred 
a bill for.the relief of Mary R. Harris, have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report the.same back to 
the House, withont amendment, and recominend its passage. 
Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 
Mr. Loft, chairman of the committee on the Penitentiary, made 
the following report > 
CommirreE Room, January 30, 1850, 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Représentatives 7 
The committee on the Penitentiary, to whom was referred -a 
bill to be entitled an act to amend an act to establish a Peniten- 
tiary, passed the 13th March, A. D. 1848, have had the same un- 
der consideration. The committee have instructed. me to report: 
the bill back to the Hosse, without amendment, and’ recommend 
its passage. 
Report and bill received, to come up. among the.orders of 
the day. 
Mr. Williams, chairman of the Select committee, made the-fol- 
Towing à d. A 
COMMITTEE Room, January -30, 1850. 
To the Hon. : G. KERNAN, 
Speaker of the House of . Representatives : 
The Select committee, to whom was referred a bil tu.be;enti- 
‘tled an act for the relief of the heirs of Jesse Bledsoe, ‘decéased, 
have had the same under consideration, and have instructed me 
to report the same back to the House, and recommendits passage. 
Report and: bill received; to come up among the orders ofthe 
day. 
: Mr. McKinney introduced an act to suppress litigation rela- 
‘tive to lands ; read first time. On motion of Mr: BECESIODSY, the 
rule was. suspended and bill read, second time. 
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Mr. Gillet moved its reference to the Judiciary committee ; 
lost. 

Mr. Runnels moved to lay the bill on the table; upon which 
the yeas and nays were called and resulted as follows 7 

Yeas —Messrs. Gillet, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Selman, Shaw, 
Smith of R. R., Tarver and Taylor—9. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clem- 
ents, Cochran, Crump of A., Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of N., 
Hardeman of T., Jowers, Lloyd, McKinney, Millican, Russell, 
Scott, Shea. Smith of S. , Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Whit- 
tlésey, Williams and Wren—28. 

So the motion to lay on the table was lost. 

Mr. Williams offered the following amendment: 

t Provided that nothing herein contained shall be so constru- 
ed as to conflict with or repeal an act entitled an act to quiet 
land titles within the twenty frontier leagues bordering on this 
Ene States of the North, approved January 9th, 1841 ;” ac- 
cepte 

Mr. Johnson moved to refer the bill to the Judiciary commit- 
tee ; lost, 

On motion, was referred to a Select committee. 

“The chair appointed Messrs. Gallet, Wilson and Williams said 
committee. 

A message was received from the Senate, throu ch their Secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of the several bills ori- 

inating in the Honse : 

A bill to be entitled an act to fix the price of land certificates 
to be issued by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 


with an amendment ; 
Joint resolution for the relief of the estate of Lieut. Lansing, 


deceased, with amendments ; 

Joint resolution anthorizing the Comptroller to male a final 
settlement with the late public printer for printing the laws and 
journals of the second Legislatnre, with amendments. 

: And that the Senate concur in the amendments adopted by the 
House, to a bill for the relief of the citizens of Mercer's colony, 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the re- 
lief of Jonathan Burleson ; read first time. : 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended and bill 
‘read second time ; and, on further motion, was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Mr. Stewart introduced a bill to be entitled an act auditing the 
claims of Joseph S. Martin, Eli Mitebell,-H. Eggleston, and Es- 
ther Clark, against the late Republic of Texas ; read first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Stewart, the rule was suspended and bill . 


read second time; and, on further motion, was referred to the 
committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Wilson introduced an act to incorporate the Lafayette 
Academy, in the city and county of^Mátagorda ; read first time. 

Ou motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was suspended and bill 
read second time ; and, on further motion, was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

Mr. Bee introduced a bill to be entitled an act toaménd an act 
to regulate the time of holding the courts in the fourth judicial 
district, approved March 15, 1848 ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the rule was suspended and bill read 
second time. 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, the word “three” was stricken 
out and “ four” inserted ; and, on further motion, was ordered to 
be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, the rule was suspended and bill 
read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, a Bill to be entitled an act to provide 


for the assessment and collection of taxes,’ was taken up and ' 


made the special order of the day for to-day at 3 oclock, p. m. 
Mr. Fields moved to reconsider the vote taken on yesterday ona 
bill to quiet land titles, &c. ; upon which the yeas and nays were 
called for. l l i 
On motion af Mr. Runnels, a call of the House was had. , 
On motion of Mr. Charlton, the call was suspended. 
The yeas and nays being told, resulted as follows : 


Yeas—-Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Cochran, Crump of Bexar, 


Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Travis, Lloyd, Lott, Millican, 
Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, 'l'arver, Whit- 
tlesey, Wilson and Wirfield—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Burney, Charlton, Clements, Crump of 


Austin, Gillet. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, Mce- . 


Kiuney, McNairy, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Sel- 
man, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Red River, Taylor, Williams and 
Wren—23.  - 
So the House refused to reconsider the vote taken on yesterday 
On motion of Mr. Taylor, the Orders of the Doy and business 
on the Speaker's table were taken up. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Private Land: 


Claims, by leave, made the following report : 


* 
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i ud Commirres Room, January 30, 1859. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, : eS 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 7 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was refer- 
red a bill for the relief of James Hall, administrator of Richard 
Hall deceased, have examined: the same, aud instructed me to re- 
port the bill baek to the House, and recommend its- passage. 
a Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 

ay 

Mr. Crump of B., chairman of the committee on Public Debt, 

by leave, made-the following reports : x i 
i CowwrrrEE Room, January 30, 1850. 
"To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
| Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred a bill for 
the relief of D. S. Gregory and the heirs of David Henderson, 
deceased, have had' the same under consideration, and have in- 
structed me to report the accompanying bill back to the House 
and recommend its passage. 
: Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 

ay. 


Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Public Debt, to whom was referred a joint 
resolution for the relief of Samuel G. Norvell, have examined 
the same, and instructed me to report the same favorably, and 1e- 
commend its passage. " 
; Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 

ay. 

A bill to be entitled an act to extend the provisions of an act 
entitled an act to provide for ascertaining the debt of the late Re- 
public of Texas, approved March 20, 1848; read a third time. 
aud passed. l 

The following communication upon the Speaker's table was 


taken up and read : T 

Aus'riN, 29th Jan, 1950. 

Hon. C. G. Keenan, l l 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
Sir: In answer. to a resolution adopted by the Hon. House of 
Representatives on the 24th instant, calling on the Comptroller 
and Auditar-for the amount and character of liabilities presented 
to them under the pravisions-of the law for ascertaining the debt 


Commirrer Room, January. 30, 1950. 
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of the late Republic of Texas, approved 20th March, 1848, which 
liabilities were signed by the-proper officers of the government, 
but not shown by the records of the late Republic of Texas, we 
will state, that a considerable amount of red-back treasury notes, 
purporting to have been signed by the proper officers, were pre- 
sented; but- from the fact that they did not agree with the regis- 
ter, we had no difficulty 18 detecting. as counterfeits ; all of which 
we crossed, but kept no memorandum of the amount. 

The record of. a large majority of the interest notes is compo- 
sed of sundry receipts signed by the Treasurer, showing the 
amount, but not the numbers or dates of the bills: A small 
amount of this character of notes were crossed as counterfeits, 
we being able to, detect them from the fact that they were badly. 
executed. 7 . 

Fifty thousand dollars, in ,bonds signed by the proper officers 
of the Provisional Government of Texas, were presented to us, 
and as they were not of record, we suspended action on.them ; * 
and, upon investigation, found- that the government had received 
no cousideration therefor. In consequence of which, we reject- 
ed them, We have the honor to be, ' 

S Very respectfully, 
Your ob't serv’ts, 
-— JNO. M. SWISHER, Auditor. 
JAMES B. SHAW, Compr. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the joiut resolution making provis- 
ions for the discharge of the public debt, made the special order 
for this hour, was taken up, aud the substitute of the committee 
adopted. : 

Mr. Runnels offered the following amendment. at the.end of 
Sth section: l i 
. * Provided, that the issuance of land warrants, or nothing in 
this act contaiued, shall be regarded as an assumption. of the 
debts or liabilities of the late Republic of Vexas by this State, 
except as is provided by the con ract of her annexation to the 
government. of the United States.” 

Mr. Franklin moved to amend the amendment, by striking out 
after the words “be regarded as,” and inserting “changing the 
existing.liability of the.State of Texas, except se far as placing 
it in the power holders of:claims against the late Repnblic of 
Texas to obtain payment of their claims in lands pledged by the 
ordinance and: joint resolutions annexing Texas to ihe United. 
States; " accepted. 

The yeas and nays being called for upon the adoption of the 
amendment as amended, resulted as.follows : . 


M E EOT Sasa ithe b 


nnm 


ts 
bli Gaerne mp AA et eo CAR en rh Mie aim 


t 
} 
dE 


Fer e - 
-r t wa 
N 
~2 parae afa 
tmar oy MS 


- 


e. " 
$ o£ Ga gutes Sols die 


cow T 
ap. te quer avec 


K 
-— o pni menn ^ 
Lr 


". e! hee | e 


MA 


eo MM t Doe 


692 


Yeas—Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Franklin, Hardeman of Travis, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, 
Lott, McKinney, MeNairy, Millican, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, 
Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith of Shelby, Taylor, 
Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren—29. hs . 

Nays-- Messrs. Crump of Bexar, Fields, Hardeman of Nacog- 
doches, Stapp, Sterne; Stewart and Tarver—7. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment : 

In 8th section, strike out after the words “ appropriated lands” 
in the 8th line, and insert as follows: 

* Provided, that until otherwise provided by Jaw, no scrip or 
land warrant issued under the provisions of this act shall be lo- 
cated south of the 34th degree of north latitude, except in cases 
where the whole amount of scrip or Jand warrants issued to 
any one holder, or to which he may be entitled, shall not exceed 
one thousand acres.” 

: Mr. Franklin offered the following amendment : 

After the word “north latitude," insert “nor upon any lands 
in the county of Santa Fé claimed by citizens of 'l'exas, by legal 
or equitable? ; adopted. i ] 

On motion of Mr. Clements, the House adjourned until two 
o'clock, p. m. * 


2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


* 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called ——quorum 
present. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Crump of Austin and Mr. Gil- 
let were excused from attendance on the House for this evening. 

Question pending, the amendment of Mr. Wilson as amended. 
. Mr. Taylor moved to postpone the bill and amendments for one 
balf hour ; carried. ; 

Mr. Bryan, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
prevent locations in the colonies of Austin, DeWitt, and De- 
Leon ; read first time. 

Mr. Taylor moved to take up the resolution offered by Mr. 
Charlton, relative to holding night sessions. The yeas and nays" 
being called for, resulted as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Hardeman of Travis, Johnson, Lloyd, McNairy, Runnels, 
Selman. Sinitlr of Red River, Tarrant, Taylor, Whittlesey, Wil- 
liams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren—20. — 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman 
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ot Nacogdaches, Lewis, Millican, Polk, ee Russell, Scott, 
Shaw and: Stapp —13. 

So the resolution was taken up. 

Mr. Fields offered to amend, by striking ont “ten” and insert- 
ing “twelve.” 

Mr. franklin moved to amend, by striking: out “twelve” and 
inserting “until the business on the Speaker’s table is disposed. 

of; " accepted. 

On motion of: Mr. Wilson, the resolution and amendments 
were laid on the table until the day after the adjournment of this 
Legislature. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Galveston and 
Brazos Navigation company, with amendments from the Senate ; 
amendments concurred in. 

Joint resolutions authorizing the Governor to subscribe for 
three hundred copies of the second and third volumes of the de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court of this State," with amendments 
from the Senate ; amendments concurred in. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the assessment and 
collection of Taxes, s 

Mr. Stapp moved to lay the bil! on the table ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the bill was laid on the table, and 
made the special order of the day for to-morrow at 10 o'clock, 
a, m. 

. On motion of Mr. Stapp, the report of the special committee 
upon the papers belonging to DeLeon's colony now on file in 
the Secretary of State's office, was taken np. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the report was laid upon the table. 

Joint resolution making provisions for the discharge of tha 
public debt, postponed to this hour, was taken up. 

E Franklin offered a substitute for the amendment of Mr.. 
ilson. 

Mr. Lewis offered to amend the amendment of Mr. Franklin, 
by insérting before the word “mine” the word “soap” which, 
was decided to be out of order by the Speaker. 

Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches moved to lay the amendment 
and substitute on the table. 

The yeas and nays being called for thereupon, resulted as fol- 
lows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Brvan, Charlton, Clements, Har- 
deman of N , Johnson, Lewis, McKinney, McNairy, Polk, Rus- 
sell, Scott, Sel man, Shaw, Stewart, Tarrant, Whittlesey, Williams 
and Wreu — 20. 

Nays—-Messrs. Speaker, Burney, Cochran, Fields, Franklin, 
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Hardeman of 'T., Lloyd, Millican, Reynolds, Runnels, Stapp, 
Taylor, Wilson and Winfield —14. 

So the amendments were laid on thà table. . 

Mr. Stapp-moved to strike out thé 7th section ; lost. 

Mr. Bee moved to strike out the 6th sectiou ; lost: 

The following message was received from his Excellency, the 
Governor : 

Essborivs DEPARTMENT, i 
Austin, Jan. 30, 1850. 
To the Honorable, the Legislature.: 

GENTLEMEN: I present for your consideration, from the Sec- 
retary of State, the claim of Charles DeMorse, Esq., for printing 
the journals of the first session of the Legislatu re, (of 1846) and 
respectfully recommend a suitable appropriation to meet said 
claim, or se much thereof as may be found on due examiration 
to be equitable and just. The further amount of ninety dollars 
referred to in the Secretary's communication, will be necessary for 
the transmission under his directions to the different counties, of 
the journals of the House now. prepared for delivery, 

. , P. H. BELL. 


Mr, 'l'aylor TR to lay the bili relative to the payment of the 
public debt upon the table for 15 minutes; lost.. * 

Mr. Fields offered the following aiiehdaient: 

Amend the praviso in the last section, by adding the word “lo- 
cated ” before SEREG; and the words “or titled” after it ; adop- , 
ted. 

Mr. Franklin moved to strike out fhe eaei made by Mr. 
Fields, and insert iff lieu thereof as follows: 

Strike out the proviso at the end of the 8th section, and add : 
€ Provided that the scrip issued under this act shall not be Ieca- 
ted.on any lands to which a citizen of Texas may have a legal 
or equitable claim, nor on lands to which a citizen of the Uni- 
ted States may have acquired a legal or equitable claim, subse- 
quent to the annexation of Texas to the United States" ; adop- 
ted. 

On motion the previous question was put, and the bill passed 
to a third reading. AC 

The communication.from his, Excellency the Governor, was 
taken up and read. On motion of Mr. Fields, referred, to the 
committee on Finance. ' ; : 

Mr. Williams from a Select committeé, made the following, re- 
port: ; 


Fa E SE Slides a Sta A 


6, 


695 


; CommirrEE Room, Jan. 30, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Special committee, to whom was referred-a bill to be enti- 
tled an act to suppress litigation in relafion to lands, have had the 
same under consideration, and instructed me to report the same. 
back to the House with amend ee and recommend ils passage; 
amendment adopted. : 

Report and bill received; to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Biss moved that the rnle be suspended, and ihat the 
bill be read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Stapp moved to amend bv striking out the seventh section. 

Mr. McKinney moved to reconsider the vote passing the bill.to 
a;third reading; the yeas and nays being called for resulted as 
follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Fields, Franklin, 
Hardeman of Travis, Lewis, ‘McKinney, Millican, Polk, Rey- 
a Russell, Selman, Stapp, Whittlesey, Wilson and Winfield 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Burney, Charlton Cochran, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Lloyd, McNairy, Runnels, Scott; Shaw, 
Taylor, "Williams and Wren—14. 

So the vote passing the bill to a third reading was reconsidered. 

Mr. Stapp moved to strike out the seventh section of the Lilly, 
which motion was decided out of order by the Speaker. i 

Mr. Wilson movéd a reconsideration of the vote on the motion: 
of Mr. Stapp, to strike out the seventh: section of the bill ; the 
yeas and nays being called, for, resulted as follows : 

Y eas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Clongh, 
Franklin, Hardeman of "Travis, Lewis, McKinney, Polk, Rey- 
nalds, Russell, Seiman, Stapp, Stewart, Whittlesey, Wilson and 
Winfield — 18. 

.Nags--Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Cochran, Crump of Bexar, 
Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Joweis, Lloyd, Me-. 
Nairy "Runnels, Scatt, Shaw, Taylor, Williams and Wren —16. 

So the vote was reconsidered. : 

. Mr. Wren, moved a.call of the House; carried, 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the call was sfispended. 

My. Fields iineved to lav the bil ‘on, the table. until to-morrow 
at lh o'eiock s earried. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, a bill to be entitled an aet more per. 
ramertl ty jocatiag:.the seat of jnstice- of Grayson county, was, * 
taken up. On motion of Mr. Bogart, the bill was ordered to be 
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engrossed. On motion of Mr. Bogart, the rule was suspended 
and the bill read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, a joint resolution granting the Uni- 
ted States the right of way for a. Rail Road from the Mississippi 
river to the Pacific Ocean, was made the order of the'day for 
Friday at 11 o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. Clough, a bill to be entitled an act to incor- 
porate the city, of Marshall, was taken up. 

Mr. Clough offered a substitute, which was adopted. On mo- 
tion of Mr. Clough, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, a bill to be entitled an act to pro- 
vide for the election of a Judge and District Attorney for the 12th 
judicial district, was taken up; read second time. On motion of 
Mr. Clements, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, a bill to be entitled an act to de- 
fine the time of holding the courts in the 12th judicial district, 
was taken up and read second time. . 

Mr. Wilson moved that the bill be engrossed ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the bill was read a third time and passed. 

" Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report: 
l CowMrrTEE Room, January 30, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
| Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act for the.relief of- Jonathan Burleson, and find the 
same correctly engrossed. 2 7 

- Report accepted. 

Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, moved to adjourn until nine 
o'clock to-morrow, a. m. . 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the House adjourned until seven 
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Br 7 O'CLOCK P. M. 

PEE a , 
ff House met pursuant to adjournment—yrol] called—quorum 
PUT present. i 

UM An act granting to Isaac Dewees and ‘Thomas M. Brown, the 
i privilege of establishing a Ferry across the river Sabine; read 


-a —^ r 


"» second time. On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, was ordered to be 
: ' engrossed ; and, on further motion, the rule was suspended, and . 
bill read a third time and passed. 
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On motion of Mr. Crump of Bexar, a bill for the relief of the 


. San Antonio prisoners vas taken üp. 


Qn motion of Mr. Lewis, was ordered to be engrossed. 

Ov motion of Mr. Crump of Bexar,.the rule was suspended, 
and bill read a third time and passed. l AED 

A billto be entitled au act for the relief of Melville Langham; 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs and legal 
representatives of Charles Martin, deceased ; read third time and 
passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Guadalupe 
Bridge Company ; read third time and passed. 

Oa motion of Mr. Jowers, a joint resolution for the relief of 
Jacob Allbright was taken up; read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, a bill to incorporate Chappel Hilt 
College was taken up; read second time; on motion, passed to a 
third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, an act for the relief of David 
Lane and the heirs of Henry L. Lane, deceased — Senaie's bill ; 
was taken up and read first time. On motion of Mr. Williams, 
the rule was suspended, bill read second time, and, on further 
motion, was referred to the committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, a bill to be entitled an act to provide 
for the investigation of land titles in certaim counties therein men- 
tion, was taken up ; read third and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the county of Harris 
to levy and collect a special tax, with report from Finance com- 
mittee. ^" " . ] 

Mr. Scott moved to amend by adding after the words “State 


"Tax," “of said county ;? adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Scott, was ordered to be engrossed ; and, on 
further motion, the rule was suspended, and bill read a third time 


and passed. 


On motion of Mr. Burney, a bill for the relief of Greenberry 
Logan, with substitute from committee ; substitute adopted. On 
motion of Mr. Burney, was ordered to be engrossed ; and, on fur- 
ther motion, the rule was suspended, bill read third time and 

assed. : i 
: An act to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, to issue a head-right certificate to Guy M. Bryan, with re- 
port from the committee on Private Land Claims; on motion 
passed to a third reading. 

On motien of Mr. Bee, the rule was suspended, and bill read 


time and passed. . i 
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A bill forthe relief of John Jackson of Dallas county ; read 


third time and passed. 
" On motion of- Mr. Wilson, a joint resolution for the relief of 


John P. Rosier, was taken up; read second time, and, on motion 


of Mr. Wilson, was ordered to be engrossed ; on further motion, 
the rule was suspended, and bill read-a third time and passed. 

An act to declare a portion of Caney Creek in the county of 
Matagorda a public highway, and providing for the removal of 
the obstructions therein; read second time. On motion of Mr. 
Wilson, was ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of Charles T. Stanley, with report from the 


i committee on Private Land Claims ; passed to a third reading. 


- A hill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Beeman, John 
S. Beeman, James J. Beeman and John N.'Bryan, with: report from 
Judiciary committee. 

Mr. Williams moved: to amend, by striking out the surveys in 
the name of John Beeman, as assignee ;’ ' rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Cochran, was ordered-to be engrossed ; and, 
on further motion, the rule was suspended, bill rend third time 


and passed. 

An act to. authorize Mrs. fala Stanton, to take the guardian- 
ship of her son Wm. Ewing- Stanton ; on motion pose to a 
third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the rule was suspended, bill read a 
third time and passed. j 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Scranton, with report from 
committee ; on motion, passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read a 
third time and passed. 

Joint resolution authorizing and requiring the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, to issue a certificate to J. H. Singleton, 
for one third of a league of land; read third time and passed. 

An act for the relief of James R. Pace, with report from com- 
mittee on Claims:and Accounts ; on motion passed toa third. 

readin 

On mido of Mr. Hardeman of Travis, the rule was susperd- 
ed, bill read a third a time and passed. 

Mr. Whittl esey, chairman of tlie committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report : 
CowMrerEE Room Jan. 50, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Kevan, 

Speaker of the House-of Repr esentutives : 1 

< The committee on Egrossed. Bills. have examined the: foMow- 

ing bills, to wit : 
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A bill to be entitled an act more. permanently locating the seat 
of justice of Grayson county y 

A bill to be entitled ‘an act for the election of a Judge and Dis- 
trict Attorney for the 12th judicial district ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the time of holding the 
courts in the 12th judicial district ; 

A bill fo be entitled an act to amend an act to regulate the time 
of holding the courts in the 4th judicial district, approved March 
15th, 1848 ; and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the-vote taken on the passage of a 
bill to be entitled an act to investigate land titles in certain coun- 
ties therein mentioned, was reconsidered ; and, on motion, offered 
the following amendment : 

Insert after the word “law” in the fourteenth section, the fol- 
lowing: “except those claims heretofore surveyed in the county 
of Kinney which may be patented ;” adopted, and bil] passed. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Fuller, with report from commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims; on motion, passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of Travis, the rule was sus- 
pended, and bill read a third time-and passed. 

Mr. Smith of Shelby, (by leave) one of the committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, made the following report : 

Committee Room, January 30, -1850. 


"To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : x 
‘Fhe committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of James M. Day a citizen of Guadalnpe county, have 
had the same under consideration, and a majority of said cøm- 
mitteé have from the evidence of Dr. Haynie, that said petitioner 


‘was severely wounded and permanently disabled in the spring of 


1839, by a party of Cherokee Indians and Mexicans under the 
command of Cordova of Nacogdoches, on the morning after Gen. 
Burleson fought them near Seguin on the Guadalupe river, 
while a member of Capt. Caldwell’s Company of Texas Rangers, 
and while out on a spying excursion ; it also appears from the 
evidence of Capt. Henry E. McCulloch, that said petitionér is 
well known to him, and that all the faets set forth in the aeeóm- 
panying petition are strictly true; that the petitioner is freqavenély 


confined to his bed for weeks at a time in consequence ef said : 


wourid ; that he has a helpless family entirely dependent on Him 
for a support, as well asan aged mother to panic and 


‘thatthe was a brave soldier; ever ready ‘to respond to the'¢atls 


óf-his country in Her:days of need. In consideration of these 
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facts, the committee report the following bill for his relief; and 


cheerfully reccommend its passage. 
- ån act for the relief of James M. Day ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Stewart, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read second time ; and, on further motion, was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 


John C. Ogden, with report from committee on Private Land 


Claims ; on motion, passed to a third reading. 
On motion of Mr. Fields, the House- adjourned until half-past 
nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Austin, January 31, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. A 

Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of the several bills 
originating in the House, to wit : 

A. bill to be entitled an act regulating Estrays ; 

-A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Rusk; 
with amendments from Senate; - 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs at law of 
Joseph Thompson, deceased ; : 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to amend an 
act supplementary to an act to create and organize the county of 
Panola, with amendment ; 

Joint resolution relative to the removal of obstructions to the 
navigation of Red River, with amendments. 

The following joint resolutions originating in the Senate: 

Joint resolution for the relief of persons who have obtained un- 
ditional certificates from the county court of Grimes county, sit- 
ting as a Board of Land Commissioners, issued between the 
day of July, 1848, and the day of December, 1848; 

. Joint resolution demanding the Federal Government of the 
United States, the immediate abolition of all military government 
with the territory of Texas, and authorizing the Governor to 
employ the whole force and resources of the State;-to sustain the 
sovereignty and jurisdiction thereof; and that the Senate had 
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adopted the substitute, originating in the House of Representa- 
tives to a bill to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, to issue patents on certificates issued by the Board ef Land 
Commissioners of Robertson county,-under certain restrictions: 

Mr. Clough, chairman of the committee on State Afairs, made 

the following report : 
COMMITTEE Room, January 31, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. m 
Speaker of the House of Represéntatives : 
A bill to be entitled an act coucerniag District Surveyors, whieh 
was referred to the committee on Affairs of State has been düly 
considered, and beg leave to report the same back to the House 
with the following amendment, and recommend its passage : 

At the end of second section, insert the words “ provided that 
this act shall not affect any law heretofore enacted, removing the 
office of District Surveyors in any particular district.” ` 

Report, bill and amendinent received, to come up among the 
ordefs of the day. | 

Mr. Williams, one of the committee, on Private Land Claims, 
made the following report : 

COMMITTEE Raoa: January 31, 1850. 
To the Hon. C C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Repr esentatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled an-act for the relief of David Lane, and the 
heirs of, Henry L. Lane, deceased; have had the same undeg 
consideratíou, and a majority thereof have instructed me to re- 
port the same back to. the House with amendments, and ay 
mend its passage : NE 

Amendments—insert in 1 the eaption after the word “Lane” in 
the first line, the name of “Wesley Byers ;” 

At the end of first section, add “also a patent to Wesley Byers 
for one league and labor of land, on first class certificate, No. 279, 
issued to said Byers by the board of Land Commissioners? Add 
after the word “Lane”, in the first line “Wesley Byers.” 

Report, bill'and amendments received, to come up among the 
orders of the day. 

Mr. Bee, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, inde 
the follówing repent : 

- COMMITTEE Rbow, d d 31, 1850. 

T'o the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 2t 
l Speaker of the House of Representatives: ` 

The committee on Publie Lands, : have had under consider- 


* 


, TT - 


La 


— aa a 


Oe mq mem S 


702 


ation a bill for the relief of James C. Edmiston. They report it 
back without amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Report aud bill received, to come up among the orders ef the 
day. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the eommittee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : " : 

Committee Room, January 31, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, i l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills : - 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the county court of 
Harris, to levy and collect a special tax, not to exceed one half of 
the State tax of said county ; 

A bill to be entitled an net for the relief of James M. Day ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Lafayette Academy 
in the city and county of Matagorda ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Beeman, John 
S. Beeman, James J. Beeman and John N. Bryan ; 

A bill to be eutitled au act for the relief of Greenberry Logan 
and Joseph Taylor ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of John P. Rosier ; 

A bill to be entitled au act for the relief of the persons taken 
prisoners by the Mexican army at San Antonio; and find the 
Same correctly engrossed. 

- Report accepted. 

Mr. Lewis introduced an act to regulate the courts and the time 
of holding the same in the 4th Judicial Distriet ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the rule was suspended, and bill read 
second time, and, on further motion, was ordered to be engrossed, 

Mr. Selman introduced an act entitled an act requiring the Com- 
sioners appointed by the Legislature of the State of Texas, to lo- 
cate the county site of Cherokee county by an act, approved 11th 
April, 1846, to deliver up to the Chief Justice and the county 
Commissioners, all the records, papers, documents and monies in 
their hands pertaining to the town lots in the town of ‘Rusk, in 
said county of Cherokee ; read first. time. 

On niotion of Mr. Selman, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read second time, and, on motion, was ordered to be engrossed ; 
and, on further motion, the rule was suspended, bill read a third 
time aud passed. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the business on .the Speaker's ta- 
ble, and Orders of the Day were taken up. ~ 
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On motion of Mr. Runnels, a bill relative to the removal of ob- 
structions iu Red River was taken up,-aud the amendinents pro- 
posed hy the Senate concurred in. = 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, a bill to be entitled. an act to prevent 
locations in the colonies of Austin, De Witt and De Leon, was ta- 
ked up; read second time, 

Mr. Tarver offered the following amendment: insert between 
the word “shall” and “be” the words “hereafter made ;” and after 
the word “patent” insert, “or any location hereafter made ;” 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 
* On motion of Mr. Bryan, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read a third time. l 

The yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows: 


sYeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Hardeman of Nac., 
Hardemanof Travis, Jofinson, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, MeNairy, Mil- 
ican, Russell, Selman, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, 
Stapp, Tarrant, Tarver, Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson and 
Winfield —30: 


Nays— Messrs. Polk, Runnels, Shaw; Shea, and Wren—A. 

On motion of Mr. Clough, the bill to be entitled an act to estab- 
lish the Marshall Railway Company, was taken up and read first 
time. On motion of Mr. Clongh, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read second: time. 


Mr. Clough offered the following: amendment to the caption : 
“an act to incorporate the Marshall Railway and Plank Road 
Company ;" second, wherever Railroad or Railway occurs; insert 
thereafter “or Plank Road ;" adopted. ; 

On motion of Mr. Clough, the rule was suspendéd, and bill 
read a third time and passed. l 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, a bill to be entitled an act to iu- 
corporate the Rio Grande Railroad and Turnpike Compainy, 
was taken up. On motion of Mr. Winfield, the amendrhent of 
the Senate was concurred in. - 

A bill to provide for the collection and assessmétit of Taxes, 
made the special order for this hour was taken up. 

Mr. Jowers if the Chair. 


Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report ; | 
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Commirrre Room, January 31, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act to prevent locations in the colonies of Austin, De 
Witt and De Leon, and find the same correctly engrossed. 
Report accepted. 
Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report : 


CowwirTEE Room, January 31, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the fisse of " Representativos : 


The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the following 
acts and joint resolutions: 

An act to remove from the possession of the'county clerk of 
Webb county, all books, papers, documents and other property 
belonging, orin any Way appertaining to the city of Laredos to 
the City Council ; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Garnér, assignee of Hiram H. 
Millieons ; 

Àn act authorizing the Galveston City Company to change the 
plan of a certain block of lots in the city of Galveston ; 

An act for the relief of Wm. C. Sparks, assignee of Samuel 
W. Willis ; 

Au act to extend the jurisdiction of the county of Medina, for 
certaiu purposes ; 

- An act to revive and amend an act to locate permanently the 
Seat of justice for the county of De Witt, approved March 9, 1848; 

- An act for the relief of Francis L, Merriweather and Petet P. 
Harding ; € = 

Joint resolution making provisions for surveying a certain 
quantity of University land ; 

n Joint resolution for the relief of Charles Morgan and Hobe 
ose, 

And find the same correctly enrolled, and having been signed 
by the Speaker of the House of Representati ves and President. of 
the Senate, were this day presented to his Excellency, pie GONER: 
nor, for his approval. 

Mr. Williams offered a substitute for the.bill to niowide for the 
assessment and ollection of Taxes. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following amendment to the substitute 
offered by Mr. Williams : amend the’ first.section of the substi- 
tute by inserting after the words “and cost;” and before the words 
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‘in case,” the following: “provided that the prodnets of the soil 
shall not be considered taxable property ;” accepted, 

The yeas and nays being called for, M as follows : 

Yeas-—Messrs. Charlton, Clements, Clough, Hardeman of Na- 
cogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Johnson, McKinney, McNairy, 
Polk, Reynolds, OR Scott, Shea, Smith of Red River, Smith 
of Shelby, Sterne, l'urrant, T arver, Taylor, Whittlesey, Wil- 
liams and Wilson —22. 

Nays — Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Cochran, Crump of Bexar, 
Fie'ds, Franklin, Jowers, "Lewis Lloyd, Lott, Russell, Selman, 
Shaw, Stapp, Stewart, and Wren—17. 

So the substitute was adopted. 

Mr, Bryan offered to amend the substitute of Mr. Williams, by 
inserting after the word “soil” the words “this State ;” adopted. 

Mr. Stewart moved to insett an additional section : 

Be it further enacted, That the 31st section of the above re- 
cited act be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

The yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows : 

YeaS—Messrs, Bryang Clough, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Frank- 
lin. Hardeman -of Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Lewis, 
McKinney, MeNairy, Polk, Rünnels, Russell, Selman, Shea, 
Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, 
Taylor, Whittlesey, Williams and-Wilson—~24. 

Nays--Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, Jowers, 
Lloyd, Lott, Reynolds, Scott, Stapp, aud Wren— 11. 

So p amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Taylor moved to fil! the blank vil the first day of April. 

Mr. Wilson moved to amend the motion of Mr, Taylor, by in- 
serting first day of May. 

A Message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of a bill originating in the Senai to be entitled 
an act regulating proceedings In the District Court. 

Mr. Runnels moved to lay the bill regulating the assessment 
and collection of Taxes, upon the table until to-morrow ; lost. 

Mr. Tarrant moved to adjourn until three o’cloek,.p. m ; ; lost. 

Mr. Fields moved tolay the bill on the table, and to make it 
the special order cf the day for to-morrow at 11 o 'eloc&, a, Ane 
carried. 

Mr. Whittlesey moved to reconsider the vote taken to-day, 
adopting the substitute of. Mr. Williams for the Tax bill. 

- Mr. Whittlesey moved to lay thé motion just made by him on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, Mr..Crimp of Austin, was excused 
from further attendance on this House. 
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EE 
On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House adjourned until three. 
o’clock, p. m. / l 


3 O'CLOCE, P. M, 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll calléd — quorum 
present. 

. Mr. MeKinney offered the following resolution : 

Whereas, our distinguished Senator Sam Houston, at the last 
session of the Congress of the United States, voted for the admis- 
Sion of Oregon with the Wilmot proviso attached ; and whereas, 
his vote on that occasion has subjected him to much and severe 
censure throughout the Sonthern States; therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas, That 
we the represeutatives of the people of 'l'exas, but speak the al- 
most unanimous will of the people, that we approve the course 
of our distinguished Senator. 

Mr. Hardenian of Nacogdoches, moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. ) ` - 

Mr. Siewart moved the previous questjon. 


Mr. Taylar moved its rejection ; the yeas and nays being called 
for, resulted as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs Speaker, Burney, Charlton, Clements, Cochran; 
Fields, Hardeman of N., Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, Millican, Polk; 
Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott. Selman, Shaw, Shea, Stewart; 
Taylor, Williams and Wreu—923. . 


Nays—Messrs, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Franklin, Hardeman of Ts 
Lewis, McKinney, McNairy, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Tarrant; 


* 


Tarver aud Wi'son—13. i 

So the resolution was adọpted. l 

Mr, Willia. by leave, introdueed a bill to be entitled an act 
to amend the Mh section of an aet entitled an act to establish. the 
Judicial Districts of the District Courts; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read second time. 


. On motion of Mr. Williams, the bill was referred to a sélect 
committee, 


The Speaker appointed Messrs. Williams, Jowers and Tarrant. 
said committee. l l i | 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, a bill £o be entitled an act to amend 
the sixth section of an act entitled ‘an act to establish the Judicial 
District of the District Courts ; aud Lo amend the first section of 
an act entitled an act to define the times for holding the District, 


* 


: 

zx 
v 
E 


707 


Courts in the fifth, sixth and eighth Judicial Distriets, was taken 
u 

“Oh motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill was-ordered to be engrassed, 
and, oa further motion, therule was suspended, and the bill read 
a third time aud passed. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, a bill to be.entitled an act to pre: 
scribe the time of holding the courts in me Sth and 9th Judicial 
Districts, was taken up. 

Mr. Williams moved to amend by gods out first of August, 
and iuserting, from and after its passage ; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Bogagt moved to insert after the word Collin, until the 
business is disposed of ; adop ed. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. Wren offered the folowing resolution, to wit: 

Resolved by the Locislatire of the Mate of Texas, That 
from and after the adjourument of the present session of the 
Legislature. that iy s Simpson of this city be, aud he ts 
hereby’ authorized to have the use of the. State-house, for the 
purpose of holding Sad ay Schools, for Preaching, and for the 
use of the Sous of 1 l'emperance ; provided the said Simpson take 
good care of said house, and all things appertaining. thereto free 
from charge ; and that this resolution “ake effect aud be iu force, 
from and afier its passage ; .read first time. 

A communication inviting the Legislature to a military ball at 
the house of Gen. Harney, was read. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, the invitation was accepted. 

Qu motion of Mr-- Williams, a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend the 8th section of an act entitled an act to establish the 
Judicial Distriets of the District Courts, with the report from Ju- 
Giciary committee, 

- On motion of Mr. Williams, the bill was ordered to be engross- 
ed; and, on further motion, the rale was suspended, and the ‘bi 
read third. time and passed. 

| Mr. Franklin, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an” act 
providing the time of holding the District Courts in and for Mont- 
gomery coünty ; read first time. 

Ou motion of Mr. Franklin, the rule was suspended,: -and the 
bill read second time; and, on further motion of Mr. Franklin, 
the rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, a bill to be entitled an act to, reg- 
ulate the courts, and the time of hold..the sue in the fourth, ju^ 
dicial district; read first time. 
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M ^" On motion of Mr Clements, the rule was suspended, and bifl 
TET read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

4 - Ou motiow of Mr. Clements; the rile was suspended, and the 
os bili put upon à third reading ; read a third time and passed. 
T Joint resolution making provisions for the payment of the 
T Publie Debt, made the special order for this hour, was taken up. 
!j Ou motion of Mr. Bogart, a call of the House was had. 

: Mr. Taylor moved to excuse Mr. Clough ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, Mr. Winfield was excused: from 


a t the call of the House. 

i : On motion of Mr. Taylor, the call was suspended, 

LE í Mr. Taylor moved to postpone the bill for the present. 
TIE Question pending the motion to strike out the seventh section ; 
J the yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows : 


Yeas — Messrs. Speaker, Bec, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Harde- 
man of Travis, Lewis, McKinney, Polk, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, 


l Shaw, Shea, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant; Tarver, 
i "Williams and Wilson—21. 


Nays— Messrs. Burney, Charlton, M Fields, Hardeman 
i of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Runnels, Sel- 
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] man, Taylor and Wren—13. 
$3 i! So the section was stricken ont. a 
P F Mr. Scott offered the following : eighth section, third line, af- 
pà ter the words “after the” strike ont “passage of this resolution,” 
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d and insert, *the first day of May next." 
Mr. Runnels moved to strike dut “first day of Mav” inthe - 

amendment, and insert “the first day of January next ;" lost. 
Question -on the amendment of Mr. Scott, was taken and 

adopted. 2 ; 
Mr. Scott offered the followilig aio section : ` 
Section 9. @hat the Comptroller be required to give bii 

: | notice in at least one newspaper published in the city of New, Or- 

ae | leans, New Yorkand Philadelphia, of the existence of the 8th 

a section of this act: change section 9th to section 10th; adopted. 
Mr. Fields offered the following ameudment: add at the end of 

8th section, * and provided farther that no location shall be made 

in virtue of certificates issued under any law passed at the present 

session of the Legislature, providing for the payment.of claims 

agaiust the late Republic of Texas, until the first of May, 1850 p. 

lost. ` ` 

On mation the bill was passed to a third réading. l 
Mr. McKinney, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act 

to presérve from. location the: alternate séetions im Peters dnd 

Mercer's colony ; read first time. 
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. On motion of Mr.- Bogart, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill téad second time. 
Mr. Bogart moved a reference to a select committee. 
ben Stapp moved a reference to the committee on the Public 
ebt 
Mr. Bogart moved that the bill be laid on the table” until the 
4th day of July next, and be made the special order for that day ; 
the yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows : ~ 
Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Clements, Cochran, Frank- 
lin, Hardeman of 'T., Lloyd, Lott, McNairy, Runnels. Scott, Sel- 
man, Smith of Shelby, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Williams, | Wil- 
son and W ren —20. 


Nays— Messrs. Bryan, Burney, Fields, Hardeman of N., Lewis, - 


McKinney, Millican, Russell, Shaw, Shea Stapp, Sterne Pol i, and 
'Taylor—14. 
So the bill was laid on the table. — . 
‘Mr. Taylor moved to take up a bill to he entitled an act to 
change the name of George Harrol to George W. Gibbs,’ with & 
report from the comnutáge on State Affairs recommenditig: its 


$ 


passage. t s 
On motion of "Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, the “bill was ot: 
dered to be engrossed. 1 
On motion, the bill was laid on the table, Vl ) 
Mr. Bryan moved to take up a bill to be entitled an aet to in- 
eorporate Oyster Oreek, San Bernard Canal and. Navigation Cone 


pany. 
On motion of Mr. Runnels, the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row niue o'clock, a.m, / the e 
Y | > f- 2 
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 AUSEIN, February. 1, 185) 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —qhorit 
present. mo 

Jonrnal of preceding day read and adopted. ^ 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 


made’ tire following report : 
COMMITTEE Room Feb, 1; 1850. 
To the Hon. .C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the Flouse of Repr esentatives': 
The committee on: Eerossed "Bills have’ ‘examined the foll: 
ing bills, to wit : 
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A bill to be entitled an act granting to Isaac Dewees and Thos. 
a Brown, the privilege of establishing a Ferry actos the river 

abine ; 

A bill to be entitled .an act to amend the 6th section of an act 
entitled an act to establish the judicial districts of the District 
Courts; and the first section of an act entitled an act to define 
the tias for heldiug te District Courts 1n the. fifth, sixth and 
eighth judicial districts ; 

A bill to be entitled an act declaring a portion of Caney Creek 


“in Matagorda county a public highway, and providing for the re- 


moval ot the obstructions therein ; 
A bill to be entitled an act requiring the Commissioners appoint-- 


«» 8d by an act entitled an act creating “the county of Cherokee, ap- 


proved April L1, 1346, to deliver up certain documents and mon- 
eys therein mentioned ; : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 8th section of an act 
entitled an act to establish the judicial District Courts, approved 
February 26, 1846 ; 

A bilt to be entitled an act fo amendgan act entitled an act to 

regulate the time of holding the courts in the Ath Judicial Dis- 
trict, approved March 15, 1848 ; i 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the town of Marshall; 
and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report aecepted. 

‘On motion of Mr. Fields, the business on the Speakers table, 
and Orders of the Day were taken up. 


ow 


a ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to incorporate the town of Rusk, with amendments from 
the Senate; amendments concurred in. 
A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to amend 


*an-act supplementary to an act fo create and organize the connty 


of Panola, with amendments from Senate ; amendments concur- 


red in. 
On motion of Mr. McKinney, a bill to suppress litigation rel- 


ative to lands, was taken up and placed among the orders of the 


da 

A act to incorporate the Lafayette Academy. in the city and 
county of Matagorda; read a third time, and pas by.a consti- 
tutional majority. i 

A. message was received from the Senate, th magn their Scere: 
tary, in forming the . House of the passage of the several, bills ori- 
ginating in the Senate : 
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À bill for the relief of the heirs of Arthur Eldridge; 

An act making an appropriation of land for the payment of 
Henry P. -Brewster aud James Webb, for professional services 
rendered by them on behalf of the State ; : 

A bill to be entitled an aet supplementary to an act regulating 
Elections, passed March 16, 1848; 

The following bills originating in the Honse of Representatives: 

A bill to be eutitled an act to organize the county of Ellis, with 
amendments from Senate ; 

A hill to'be entitled an act for the relief of George T- Howard 
and Duncan C. Ogden, with amendments ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Martha McBride 
and Margaret Garnett, with amendments ; 

A bil! to be entitled an act to amend the fourth section of an 
act for the regulation of Pilots at the mouth of the Brazos river, 
approved Maff 18, 1848 ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize Judges of the District 
Courts’to hold special terms of the District Courts, with ameud- 
ment ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Wm. R.- Baker ; ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Christopher Troiite and R. 
M. Davis. 

Ou motion, a joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller te 
make a final settlement with the Lite Public Printer, for printing 
the Laws and Journals of the second Legislature, with amend- 
ments from the Senate, was taken up ; and amendments concur 
red in. 

Mr. Tarver, by leave, made the following report from the«fü- 
SOCInty committee ; 


CommITTEE Room, February 1, 1850. 

'To the Hon. 'Q. GQ. KEENAN, , 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : ta 

‘The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a joint 

resolution requiring the clerk of the congty court of Austin coun- 

ty, to record all the proceedings of the Alcaldes couris and «he 

Ayuntamientos, which may at this time be found iu his eljjco 
originating in the Senate—have kad the same under consid 

ation, and -have instructed me to report the same bun to id 

House with amendments, and recommend its passag TF 

, Amend by striking ont third section., 


PN 


Report aud bill received, to come up among. the orders of dhe : 


day. 
~ Mr. Bee, chairman.of the committee on Public Lands, made 
the following report : 
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COMMITTEE iT February 1; 1850. 
To the Hon. CŒ. G. KEENAN,- ` 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 

The committee on Public Lands, beg leave to report & biH for 
the relief of Nathaniel T. Rodgers, and recommend its passage. 
5 Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 

ay. 

*On motion of Mr. Shea, a bill to be entitled an act to incorpor- 
ate the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railroad Company, 
was taken up. 

Mr. Shea offered a substitute, which was read and adopted. 

* Mr. Scott offered a substitute for 10th section, which was ac- 
cepted ; and also, amendments; amendments accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Frauklin, "practicable" was inserted in lieu 

of "successful? : 

On motion of Mr. Shea, was ordered to be enged. 

Joint resolution, making. provisions for the ‘discharge of the 
Pablic Debt, which was made the special order for to- day at 11 
o'clock, a. m. ~ : 
^ Mr. Fields in the Chair, l 

Mr. McKinney moved a E of the vote taken on 
yesterday, passing a joint resoiution relative to the payment of the 
Public Debt, to a third reading ; upon which the yeas and Days 
were called for, and resnited as follows: 

Yeas — Messrs, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Cochran, 
Franklin. Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardenian of T., 
Jowers, McKinney, Millican,” Polk, Russell, Shaw, Shea, Smith 
of *Shelhy, Stapp, Stewart, Tarver, Williams, Wilson and: Win- 
field —23. 

Nays—Messts. Bee, Charlton, Fields, Johnson, Lewis, Lloyd, 
McNairy, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Smith of Red River, 
Tarrant, Taylor, Whittlesey and Wren—16. , 

So the vote was reconsidered. : 

Mr. Stewart moved tæ strike out the first and second sections. 

Mr. Franklin offered the following amendment to the first sec- 
tion : “provided nothing in this section shall be constrned as giv- 
ing the consent of the State ef Texas, to erecting the Said territo- 
ry into a free State and excluding therefrom slavery, as it now 
exisfs in the State of Texas.” 

Mr. Winfield moved to adjourn until three o'clock, p. m.; lost. 

Mr. McKinney moved to adjourn until three ‘o'clock, p. ui 
lost. . 

Mr. Winfield moved a call of the Honse: lost. 
_Mr. Bogart moved to adjourn nutil two o'clock, p. m. ; carried. 
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House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum 
present, un 

Question pénding the amendment of Mr. Franklin. 

. On motion of Mr. McKinney, the further consideration of the 
. bill was postponed for the present. 

On motion of Mr. Clongh, a bill to 5e entitled an act to ineor- 
porate the town of Marshall, was taken up; bill read third time 
and passed- 

' Mr. Williams, from the Select committee, made the foll owing 
report: 
7 CowMrTTEE Room, February 1, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 

Speaker of the Horse of "Representatives: 

The Special committee to whom was referred a bill to be enti- 
tled au act to’ amend the 9th section of an act entitled an „act to 
establisli the judicial districts of the District Courts, have had the 
same under consideration, and a majority thereof have instructed 
me to report the bill back to the House with an amendment, and 
recommend its passage : 

Strike out “its passage,” and insert “the first day of July, 1850.” 

Strike out “and Collin,” and insert “Marion and Van Zandt y 7 
amendments adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, a bill to incorporate the Houston PI ani 
Road Company—Senate’s bill; was taken up and read fiyst 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill was referred to the committee 
on Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Gillet, one of the committee on the Judiciary, made the. 
following report : 

. | CowwrTTEE, Room, February I, 1550. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
_, Speaker of the House of. Representatives ; ; 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
Senate's.bill entitled an act supplementary to an act concerning 
crimes and punishments, approved March 20th, 1848, have had 
the same before them, and were detered. „by the unprecedented 
length of the bill; from a thorovigh’ investigation of its merits, in 
full committee ; therefore, the vhdsigned v was appointed by the 


LE E 


+ 
EPRE C OSL Sart EE rot o RREN? NE 


en! $ 
gi Ml 


Ae 


a ATE a 


~r 


714 


chairman of said committee to examine it, and report the result 
of his investigation, a duty which was assumed with diffidence, 
not fromthe voluminousness of the bill, but from a „distrust of 
his ability to do justice to the important subject uuder cénsider- 
ation. Ihave however discharged my duty, and herewith submit 
a report with a sertes of amendments, the adoption of which is 
confidently recommended. I now ask leave to make a few sug- 
gestions, and will remark, that while I am fully impressed with 
the great necessity of a good criminal eode, under the operation 
of which society would be greatly. benefitted’; no one is more 
keenly alive to the unfortunate results, which would follow from 
the enactment of improvident, ernel, or what is infinitely worse, 
uneertain laws in regard to the character of offences, and their 
punishment. In my opinion there is much contained in the bill 
which should be engrafted upon our statute books, at the same 
time I cannot refrain from an expression of opinion, that there is 
a great deal, without which the bill would be better than it is, in 
support of which IL ask the careful attention of the House, when 
the bill shall be read. It will be observed by the amendments 
proposed, that I have touched with no sparing hand some portions 
of the bill, and if I were to consult my judgment, 1 should carry 
the work much further. Butas the biil now stands it is the re- 
sult of much labor in the Senate, and it would perhaps be impro- 
per in meto take greater latitudein offering amendments, than I 
have already done. There is an objection to a great portion of 
the bill which in my mind is almost and insuperable one, which 
is that of leaving the punishment for offences in the alternative. 
Iam clearly of opinion that the punishment for each class of of- 
fences should be specific and: certain, yet I have proposed an al- 
teration in regard to this matter to but one solitary section from 
the fact, that E am unwilling to assume the responsibility to de- 
termine in all cases, whether the offence should be punished by 
imprisonment in the Penitentiary, or by fine and imprisonment in 
the county jail or otherwise. I will therefore content mysélf by 
calling the attention of the Honse particularly to this subject.— 
With these views I return the bill to the House, with a hope that 
the amendments proposed may be adopted and the bill passed. 

Amendmeuts—Section 4, strike out all after the word “ years? 
in the sixth liue. - a 

Section 8, Strike out “ Justice of the Peace” in the first line, 
and insert “conservator of the Peace.” 

Section 38. Strike this section out of the bill. 
' Section 51. Strike this section ont. ~~ : 

Section 55, Strike out sections 55, 56 and 57, 

LJ 


715 


Section 58. Strike ontin the second line, the words “either and 
mankind,” and iu third line, strike out “or with.” 

Section 59. Strike out in third line, the “worship of God,” and 
insert “religious -worship,.” mee 

Section 69. Insert after the word “slave” in third line, “without 
permission of the owner or person having said slaves in charge.” 

Section 117. Strike out “1850” in the 13th line. 

Section 144. After the word oral in first line insert, “except 
the plea of former acquittal or conviction for the offence charged, 
which shalt be in writing, setting forth the court when the former 
trial was held, and the date thereof, which plea shall be entered 
on the minutes of the court" i 

Section 145. Strike this section out. 

Section 158. Insert in first line after the word “felony”“‘or who 
may be indicted, or against whom information shall be filed for 
a misdemeanor, shall be tried unless personally during the trial;” 
strike out all after the word “trial” in fourth liue. 

Report, bill and amendments received, to come up among the 
orders of the day. l 

Mr. Burney, chairman of theeommittee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: 


w 


; CommitTEeE Room, February 1, 1850. 
, To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the following 
acts and joint resolutions: 

An act to establish the price of land certificates to be issued by 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office ; 

An act to previde for distributing the Reports of the Supreme 
Court, the ‘Laws of the State, and the Journals of the Legislature; 

Joint resolution relative to the removal of the obstructions to 

“the navigation of Red River ; 

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller to make & final 
séttlement with the late Public Printer, for printing the laws and 
journals of the second Legislature. i s 

Joint resolution for the relief of the estate of Lieut. E 
deceased, . j 

Joint resolution authorizing the Governor to subscribe for twe 
hundred and fifty copies of the second and third volumes of the 
Decisions of the Supreme Court of this State ; and find the same 
eorrectly enrolled, and having heen signed by the Speaker of the 


House of Representatives and President of the Senate, were this - 


day presented to his Excellency, the Governor, for his approval, 
Report accepted. 
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On motion of Mr. McKinney,-a bill te be entitled an act for the 
relief of Jonathan Burleson, was taken up; read i time and 
passed. 

On moticn of Mr. Franklin, a joint resolution to provide for the 


payment of the Public Debt, was taken up. 
Question pending on the amendment of Mr. Franklin. 


Mr. Fields moved to postpone the bill for the present ; lost. 

Mr. Fields moved a reference to Select committee of three ; 
lost. 
The yeas and nays being called for upon the adoption of Mr. 
Frauklin's amendment, were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Clements, Franklin, Hardeman of 
Travis, Reynolds, Russell, Smith ot Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Tar- 
ver, Taylor, Wilson and Winfield—14. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Fie!ds, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Lloyd, McKinney, McNairy, 
Millican, Polk, Runnels, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, 
Tarrant: Whittlesey, Williams and Wren —-20. 

So the amendment was lost. 

The question recurring upor the motion to strike out the first 
and second sections ; the yeas and nays being called for, were as 
follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Clements, Frank'in, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacog- 
doches, Hardeman of 'F'ravis, Milli lican, Polk, Reynolds, Russell, 


Shaw, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Tarver, Wilson and. 


Winfield—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
Cochran, Fields, Lloyd, McKinney, McNairy, Runnels, Scott, 
Selman, Smith of Re ‘River, ‘Farrant, Taylor, Whittlesey, Wil- 
liams and Wren— 20. 

So the motion to strike out was lost. 


Mr. McKinney offered the following amendment : insert in ` 


second line, first section, after “proposals” * “through our Senators 
and Representatives.” 

The yeas and nays being called far, were as follows : 

- Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Fields, Gillet, Harde- 
man 61 Nacogdoches, Jowers, Lloyd, Me Kinney, MeNairy, Milli- 
ean, Polk, Shea, Smith of Red River, Tarrant, Whittlesey and 
Williams—17. 

Nays—Messrs, Bee, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Cochran, Pine 
lin, Hardeman of Travis, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Sel- 
man, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Tarver, Taylor, 
Wilson, Winfield and Wren— 21. 

So the amendment was lost. 
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Mr, McKinney offered ‘the following amendment : after € sale 
to the Uinted States” in first section, msert “a portion of the ter- 
ritory of the northern part of the State, embracing Sauta.. Fe; ; 
rejected. 

Mr,‘ lements offered the following amendment: strike -eut 
first and second sections,” and insert as follows : -+ resolved, that 
the holders of all liabilities of the State of Texas or Republic of 
Texas, shall be allowed land.scrip -therefor at the rate of four 
gents per aere, to be located north of 36° 30 north Jatitude.? 

The yeas aud nays being called for, resulted as follows’: 

Yeas— Messrs. Clements, Hardeman of Travis, Stapp, Stewart, 
Tarver and Wilson —6. 

Nays—-Messts. Speaker, Bee, Bogart. Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
Cochran, Fields, Franklin, Gill et, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Lloyd, McKiuney, Millican, Polk, ’ Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, 
was Selman, Shaw, Shea, Smith “of Red River, Smith of Shel- 
by, Tarrant, Whittlesey, Williams and Neues. 

So the amendment was.lost. 

. Mr. Stewart proposed to amend by inserting: the creditors of the 
State, instead of the United States, wherever it occurs, 

Mr. Wren moved the, previous question ; the yeas and nays 
being called for, resulted as follows: 

Yeas — Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, 
Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Lloyd, MeKinney, McNairy, 
Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shea, Smith of Red River, Stapp, Whit- 
tlesey, Williams, Winfield and Wren—20. 

Nays—Messrs, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Franklin, Gillet, Har- 
deman of Travis, Mil iltcap, Polk, Reynolds, Russell, Shaw, Smith 
of Shelby, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver and Wilson—16. 

. So the previous question prevailed. , 0... . 

Mr. Franklin moved a call of the Hose. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, Mr. Clough. was exeused from the 

call of the Honse. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the call was suspended. ir 

‘Mr. Clements moved a eall of the House ; carried. ': ! 


On motion. of Mr. Shaw, Mr. Johnson was excused, -- . 

^ Mr. Taylor moved to snspend the call'5 earried. t 

Mr. Whittlesey moved to reconsider the vote just taken on the 
previons question. E 


Mr. Winfield moved a.call;of the House ; carried. 
On motion, the call was suspended. 
«Question pending, shall the:hill.pass to a third T ? the 
ygasiand mays being called far, resultedsas. follows: ,. 
Yeas-—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Charlton, Coch- 
uu" . 
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fati, Cramp of Bexar, Fields, Gillet, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, We- 
Kinney, McNairy, Polk, Runnels, Scor, Selian, Smith of ‘Rel 
River, Stith of Shelby, Tarraut, Taylor, Whittlesey, Willfiifttis 
and Wren—25. TOM QUSS "n 
e ft iy gs f T. re " ; : r 

.. Nays—Messrs. Burney, Clements, Franklin, Hardeman af'N,, 
Hardeman of 'T., Mitican, Reynolds, Russell, Shaw, ‘Shea, Smith 
of S., Stewart, Tarver, Wilson and Winfield—15, . 
_ Tt was moved that the bill be pnt upon ‘its third'and final réad- 
ing, upon which motion the Speaker decided ‘that the fnotión Was 
out of arder, unless the rule was previously ‘suspended, from 
which deegion “Mr. Runnels oed eid the Hotise sustaiüed 
we "Ww" E ee ee E: 7 

M r. Wren moved to suspend the rule, aid (hat the bill De/put 
üpon its third and final reading; cartied. . mn 

he yeas and nays being called for, Were as follows, — . 
Yéas—Messrs. Bee, Charlton, Cochran, Cruifip of ‘Bexar, Har- 
deman of N., Lloyd, McKinney, Polk, Scott, Selman, Srnith df 
R. R., Stapp, Tarrant, Taylor, Williams atid Wren—17. 
‘Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Bniney, Clements, 
ranklin, Gillet. Hardeman of T., Jowers, Lewis, Millican, Rey- 
holds, Russell, Shaw, Shea, Smith of S;, Sterne, "l'arránt, Tarver, 
Wilson and Wiufield —21.  . f , . 
‘So the House refused to suspend the rule. 

, On motion of Mr. Scott, the joint résolution to provide for the 
paynient of the Pablic Debt, was madethe special order for half 
past UL o'clock to-morrow, aM, —— pe ONES a 
a On, motion of Mr. Millican, a bill to be ‘entitled an act to au- 
horize the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to isstie 
patents on certificates issued by, the Board of Land Commission- 
ers of Robertson county, under certain restrictions ; atiieudments 


from Senate concurred iq. — , 
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‘A messiige was received from the Governor. 


On motion of Mr. T 
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A Amb dp 37 2. Um $4 EA 1 Poa71 5 a 
ganize the eounty of His, was faken up; amendments ‘from 
Sendeoneurredin. |. 0 5... 4 qu. 
On motion of. Mr, Cochran, the communication from the Go- 
vernor, was faken up, and read, — , . FUN PE 
On motion of Mr. Stapp, that portion of the .communication 
relative to Indian Traders, was referred to the committée on In- 
dian Affairs. -— Pn 
4 F1 wA A cw E > e 09 Fe t d Cu a * Pu Y 
‘On motion of Mr. „Williams, that, portion, of the Governor's 
communication relative to smuvgliriz, was feferred ‘to the Judi- 
ciaty committee. í 
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‘Oa motion of ‘ite. Franklin, ‘the Bill’ ise for the'asséss- 
Itidnt and'cóllection of Taxes, was taken Tp. a; 

Mr. Winttlesey moved to consider-the vote adopting the ‘serb- 
stitute offered by. Mr. Williams. 

Ou motion of Mr. Frankliu, the motion ‘of Mr. Whittlesey was 
laiJ on the table, 

‘On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill to be entitled ’an act-to provide 
for the’assessment and collection of Taxes, "wads tnade the : spétial 
order of tlie day forten o'clock to-morrow.. - 

Ou motion of Mr. Clements, the House adjourned’ 'until to-mor- 
row fhoruing nine o'clock. 


> ‘Karty, Febritary 2, 1850. 
House met "pursuant to ‘adjourntment—roll called —quorüm 
present. : 
Journal of the preceding day read and adopted, , 
Mr. Franklin, chairman of ihe Judiciary Committee, made the 
following report : 
"IM CoMMITTEE Room, February‘ 2, ‘isso, 
To the Hon, C. G. KEENAŅ - NTC 
“Speaker of ihe'House of ‘Representatives ¢ oe 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred « a bill 
to be entitled an act to amend ali act for the incorporation « ‘of the 
city of Laredo, have had the same, under, consideration, and, in- 
structed me to ‘report the same back to the House and recommend 
its. passage. , « . MM 
Report and bill “recei ived, to come up among the ¢ orders of the 
ay. 
,,Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the “committee on Engrogsed 
Bills, made the ‘following. depono... P 
E COMMITTEE Room, FA ebruary 2, 3 
To the Hon. C.G. KEENAN,; M "s c 
Speaker of the "House of  Biprisenladlyes : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act to prescribe the time of holding the district court 


in and for Montgomery,conuty;, pa oy... 


* 


Also, a bill to,be entitled : an, det to ‘incorporate edhe Bull Biti alo ae 
joad a i ud t ; 


you, Brazos and "Golorado Rail 
'eetly eng grassed. 
port ‘accepted, 
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Mr. Wilson introduced an aet to provide the mode of ascertai- 
ning the boundaries-of laud ; read “first time. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the tule was suspended. ind ‘bill 
tead second time. - - 2 

On motion of Mr. Fields, v was ° s referred to the committee on 
State Affairs. 

Mr. Lewis introduced an act to enable immigrants ‘from foreign 
ieountries-to beld:lauds-in Texas ; read first tine. 
| On motion of Mr. Lewis,-the rule was suspended and bill rend 
second time; and, on further motion, was referred to the Judioia- 
Ty committee, 

À message was received iom the Senate, throsgh their Route: 
tary. informing the House of the passage of the several bills ori- 
ginating in the Senate: 

A bill for the relief of Wm. B. Andrews ; 

A bill to establish the time for holding the District Courts in 
the first judicial district ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Tilford Baker ; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Francis J. Hawkins, de- 
ceased ; 

An act to provide forthe removal of the archives of the ‘State 
to the seat of government, if removed ‘from Austin by the ‘vote 
of the people to be taken in the year E 

Joint resalution relating to tlre tails of Texas ; : 

Joint resolution for the removal of Indians beyond the limits 
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i of the State of Texas. _ œ% 
~The toflowing bills: originating in ‘the ‘House of Representa- 
tives: 
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iA bifl ‘to-detine the isandate df Limestone county 3 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of those-who fell with Pantin, 
Ward, Travis, Grant and Johnson, during the war with Mexico 
in the years 1835 and 1836, with an amendment from the Sen- 
ate ; 

Joint resdlution granting the Hon. Fielding Jones, Judge of 
10th judicial district, leave of absence from the State. 

OmMmotion ot Mr. Whittlesey, the business on the Speakers 
table and Orders of the Day were. taken up. 


ORDERS OF "THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. McKinney; a ‘bill ‘to-be eritigled ati nct- to 
m Titigation relative to lands was'tüken up, ; 
Mr. McKinney offered the following ariéndnient= 
= Provided that no lands shall be exempt from locations utfüer 
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the provisions of this act which may have beer declated void: by’ 
the constitntion of the Republic or State of Texas, nor such as 
were required by law to be submitted-to the travelling board. of 
land edmmissioners, unless they haxe.-been coufirmed by said 
board, or have been established by the decision of some couito 
this State having competent jurisdiction, or approved by the Le- 
gislature “; adopted. ar eee es 

Mr. Seott moved to amend hy striking ont thé proviso ; adopted.’ 

Mr. Tarver offered the following additional section : i 

Be it further enaeted, That from and after the passage of 
this act, tt shall be the duty of the several District Attorneys of 
this State, in their respective districts, when they believe any’ 
lands to have been forfeited to the State. to file information, Here- 
of with the clerk of the district court of the county in which the. 
land is sitnated, calling upon the elaimaits thereof to appear at 
the next term of said court, and show cause why such land, 
should not be declared forfeited ; and the information aforesaid,’ 
when filed as above provided, shall be tried by tlie same rules, 
laws and regulations as ‘provided for in other cases commenced 
by information ; adopted. a, rg 

Mr: Whittlesey moved the bill Ee engrossed. : 

‘Mr. Franklin moved' to strike ont the section inserted on tro-, 


. tion of Mr. Tarver, aud insert as follows: — ^ 


| Beit further enacted, That hereafter no location shall be 
made on any lands ineltided in any title recognized by the laws 
of Coahuila and Texas, issued before the closing of the land of- 
fice in November, 1835, unless the location be made by a citizén 
of Texas, in good faith claiming an interest in the same, and 
then only to the extent of that interest, until hereafter authorized. 
by law, or until the Legíslatare shall declare what tities shall be, 
and are recognized .hy «he State of "Pexas; provided that: this: 
section does not include fands included in titles declared void by 
the constitution of the Republic of Texas, or the State of Texas; 
and further provided, that this section shall uot affect previ- 

ously acquired rights, or any adjudication that may have hereto- 
tofore been made by the courts of the Republic of Texas, ot the 

State of Texas. i uM 

The yeas and nays being called upon the motion of Mr. 
Franklin to strike out and insert, resulted as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Clements, Pranktiu, Hardeman, 
of Nacogdoches, Hardeman-of Travis, Ltovd, McKinney, Rus- 
sell, Shea, Sterne, Stewart, Whittlesey and Wilson—14. ^ ^. 

Nays— Messrs, Bogart, Burney, Chariton, Clongh, Coclirgn, 
Crump of B., Gillet, Johnson, Jowers, Lott, McNairy, Polk, Rey-' 


* 


P bd 
"PL eot 


ui SRD 


- 4 
ab ped it^ viduis 
in ved E 


MEME LI tae oe 


E 


* + 
VES Sinai EAE a a e. 


- 


-— 
- 


ne ae PD) 
^ 


— 


- Aw 
oe 


» oa 


ww 


eiii. iH: 


xo ewe aed Do - 
E ee WT oper HO cua 


- 
PUES 


WR aie o 


Rae nt 
+ 


^ 


wu 


* 
ees 


cee qe HR ee 


ey 


722 


nolda; Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith. of R, River, Smith of Shelby, 
Rarrant, Tarver, "Taylor, Walliams, Winfield. and Maen— 24 

So,the motion was lost, 

“Mr. Eranklin moved to strike ont the section, proposed by Mr, 
Tarver, and insert, the. following: ON 

Be if, four ther, enacted, That-all the lands included in. titles rer 
cognized by the law of Coahuila and Texas, issued before the, 
closing: of the. land, office, in. November, 1835, where. ilis titles 
were-fraudulently obtained, or, whee the lands. were forfeited for 
non-compliance with the conditions.gf the grant, or by the aban- 
donmeut of the country, or. a. sale in violation of Jaw, aud ali, 
lands which; were liable to forfeiture under the constitution of the, 
Republic of, Texas, be, and they are. hereby reserved. for the use, 
of the State of T exas, to be. disposed, of as.thg Legislature may, 
by, law expressly direct. 

The yeas and nays being called for upon the mation of. Mr, 
Franklin, resulted, as follows : : 

Yeas—Messis. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Fields, p ank- 
lin, Hardeman, of Nacogdoches, Hajdgman, of Travis, Lewis, 
Lloyd, McKinney, Russell, Shea, Stapp; Sterne, Stewart, Whit-. 
tlesey, Wilson and W infield — 19. 

Nays--Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, 
Crump of Bexar, Johnson, Jowers, Lott, McNairy, Polk, Rey- 
nolds, Runnels, Scott, Selimap, Shaw, Smith of Red-River, "Smith 
of Shelby,, Tarrant, Tar ver, Taylor, Williams and. Wren- ‘23, 

So, the, motion of Mr. Franklin, to strike out and insert, wag. 
lost. 

Mr. Whittlesey offered, the following : 

“That this act shalt take effect and be in force from and. after 
the: first: day- of January, i in the year. of our Lord, one thousand, 

nine hundred; and. ninety-nine,” 

Upon. which the yeas aud nays. were called. for, and, resulted, 
as, follows: 

"Xeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryapy, Clements, FErank- 
lin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Hardeman, of Travis, Lewis, 
Runnels, Russell, Scott, Shea, Smith of R. R, Smith of S. , SJapp, 
Sterne; Stewart, "T'arrant, ‘Tarver, Taylor, Whittlesey. Wilson, 
Winfield, and Wren— 25. 

" Nays—Messrs. Barney, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, Fielde, 
Gillet, Johnson,,Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Mewar, i 
Reyno ds, Selman. Shaw nud, Williams—19. 

So the motion, of Mr. Whittlesey was. adopted, 

On metion, of, Mr. Hardeman, of. N; the iH was, laid on, the 
table: - ; 
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A bill to, be entitled an, act to amend the 14th, 17th and 20th 
sections of ah aet entitled on act to provide for the assessment 
and collection of taxes, approved, March 20th, 1848, which was 
made the special order.for 11 o ‘clock, a; m.. was taken up. 

Question. on Me. Whittlesey’s motian to. reconsider the vote 
adopting the substitnte offered by Mr. Williams, upon. which 
the’ veas and nays were called. for; and. resulted: as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements. Coche 
ran, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Lewis, Runnels, Russell, 
Shaw, Shea, Stapp, Sterne „Stéwart, Whittlesey. and: Winfial d—19, 

Nays— Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Gillet, Hardeman 
of. Nacogdoches, Hardeman of Travis, Johnson, Jówers Lloyd, 
Lott, Polk, Reynolds, Scott, Selman, Smith.of Red. River, Sith, 
of Shelby, Tarrant, Taylor, Williams, Wilsou and. Wren—22. 

So the motion to reconsider. was lost. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the bill was referred to a Special 
committee. 

Whereupon, the chair appointed Messrs. Williams, Fields, 
Franklin, Runnels.aud, Stapp said committee. 

Joint resolution making provisions for the payment of the 
publie debt, which was made the special order for. 12,0; clock, m., 
was taken up. 

. On motion, of Mr. Tarver, a call of the House wag had; 

i iD motion of Mr. 'l'arraut, the call of the House, Was Suspen. 
ec 

Question recurring.on the.final passage cf the bill, upog. Which 
the. yeas and, uays, were called, for, and resulted. as. follows, : 

Y eas,— Messrs, Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Charon, Coglie 
ran, oP of Begar, Fields, Jolinson, Jowers, Lewis, Llpyd, 
Lott, MeKinney, McNairy, Runnels, Scott, Se Jman, Smith of; R. 
River, Sterne, Tarrant, Taylor: ‘Whittlesey, William and, Wren, 
—25. 

Nays — Messrs, Burney, Clements, Franklin, Gillet, Fagdeman 
of Nacogdoches, Hardeman. of Travis, ee Polk, Reynolds, 
RugseM, Shaw, Shea, Smithi of. Shelby, Stapp, Ste iewarb, "lager; 
Wilson, and, Winfield —18, 

So the bill passed. 

On, motion of Mr; Sterne, ihe Howe da until half past 
4: o'clock, p. m. 
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HABE-RAST 2 OCLOCK,, P. Me 

House met pursuant to-adjourgumenut--roll Gullade + quomm 
pee 

Mr. Barney, chron, of the cominitiee on, Enrolled Bills made 

the. foko wing: report; 


ainsi..." Ae a 


cpt en en M omm c 


724 i 
Commrirtrkė Rooi, January 31, 1856. 
To the Iton. &. d. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
" The committee on: Enrolled Bilis have examined the following 
ils: 

A bill to be entitled an. acet for the telief of the heirs at law of 
Joseph ‘Thompson, deceased ; 

An act to incorporate the- town of Risk, 

And find the same eorrecily eurolled, and having heen signed 
we thé Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of 

e Senate, were this day presented to his Eixeelllency, the Gotar 
wor, for his approval. 

Report aeéepted. ; i 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Erigrossed Bills, 
made the following report : 

Commr TTEE Room Feb, 2, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Remresehtativés : 

The committee on Egrossed Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bill, to wit : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the oh section of ah act 
to establish the judicial districts of tlie District Courts, and find 
the same correetly engrossed, 

Report accepted. 

Oir motion of Mr. Bogart, d bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of Martha McBride and Margarét Garnett. with artiend- 
suai from the Senate, was taken Up; and ajfrendments coticur- 
red in 

A: message Was received frot the Senate, throügh their Secte- 
fary, informing the House of the passage of the following bills ofi- 
ginating in the House ; 

A bill to be etitled an act providing fot the payment of the 
forage, subsistence, medicines; &c., of the eompany.of. mounted 
volunteers commanded by € 'aptáin Johnson. and intistered. into 
the service of the State by order of is Excellency, George T, 
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a Wood, Governor ; 
b Also, a bill to be entitled an aét'to éstablish certairi judicial 
i districts and to fix the times of holding the District Courts there- 
j in, d$ a substitute for the follawing bills originating in the House: 
i 'A bill to define the time of holding the Distri¢t Courts in ine 


fifth judici! district ; 
A Pill to be entitled an act tà amend the sixth section of an net 
entitled an act to establish the judicial districts of ihe District 
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Courts, and the first section of an act entitled an act to define the 
times of holding the District © urts nr the fifth, sixth and eighth 
jadicial districts, aud an aet to amend the eiglith section of an act 
entitled atr act to establish the judicial- districts of the District 
Courts, approved February 26, 1848 ; 07 ` 


Kiso, the following bills originating in the Senate: 504 
- A bill for the relief of Willian W. Wallace ; 
An act concerning lands acquired by aliens ; ` 


A bill to anthorize the Cominissioner of the General Land Of 
fice to receive from the Secretary of State the archives of Martin 
DeLeon’s colony, and deposite thé saine in the General Land 
Office ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of all jast and bona 
fide holders of, or claimants to lands granted by the governments 
of Spain'and Mexico, or colonized and held in conformity to the 
Jaws of Mexico atid the State of Tamanlipas, as recognised by 
the constitution and laws of the Republic snd State of Texas, 
tying aud situated in that portion of the territory wirhin the lim- 
its of Texas west of the Nueces river, to. prohibit patents from 
issning thereon, that sad holders or claimants may have time to 
havé registered and filed. their muniments aud warrants of title 
as this act shall direct. U 

Mr. Tarrant, chairman of the committee on Internal Fmprove- 
‘ments, made the following report :~ , : 

Commirree Room, February 2, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, l 
~ penker of the Hovse of Representatives: 

The committee on-Tnternal Emprover.ents, to whom was refet- 
řed a bill to incorporate the Honston Plank Road company, have 
had the same under consideration, and instructed me to report 
the same back to the Honse and recommend its passave. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of 
the diy. - 

On motion of Mr. Llovd, a bill for the relief of the heirs and’ 
legal representatives of William Wallace, who fell at Goliad, was 
taken up, &nd amendments from committee on Private Laud 
Claims adopted. =~ . 

On motion, passed to a third reading. l 

Ow motion of Mr. Lloyd, the rule was suspended, and bill read 
a (liird tł: è and passed. 

On motint of Mr. Shea, a bill to be entitled an act to incorpo- 
raté the Buffalo Bayon, Brazos atid Colorado Rail-Road company 
Was taken ip, and the yeas and nays being called for on its third 
and final reading, resulted as follows: 
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Yeas-—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Clongh, | 
Fields, Franklin, Gilet, erence of "Nrayis, Jowers, . Lloyd; 
Loft, McKinney, McNairy, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Shea, Spit 

* a Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, "Larygr, Willian ams, 

ison and Winfield —28. 

Nays — Messrs, Charlton, Cochran, Johnson, Polk, Runnels, 
Reynolds, Scott, Smith of Red, River, Taylor, inc aud 
W ren— 10. 

nn the bill passed. 

Fields offe: ed, the, following. resolution : : 

Resolved, T hat, no other hills or joint, resolntions than thase,of 
& general nature shall be takeu np out of their order ; except, by 
unanimous, consent of the Hanse, 

Laid on, the table one day for Consi denis * 

Qn motion of Mr. Johnson. a bill to be entitled an act to.aye, 
thorize Jesse Goodman and bis associates to equstruct.a Turn- 
pike or canse-way, in the county of "Fius, across the. bottom, of 
Hart's creek, on the county, road yanuing from Mount, Pleasant 
in the direction of the town of Jefferson, Cass conuty, commpnr 
cing at the foot^of the hill on, the west, and terminating at the, 


KO highland on the east, side, of said, stream, was taken up; read, SFr 
j cond time. 
UE On motion, of Mr. Johnson, the bill was, ordered, to, be. en- 
: grossed. 
1 On motion of. Mr. Johnson, the, rule. was snspenzed, and the 
E bill read a third time and passed by a constitutional majority, 
Ou motion, of Mr. Bryan, an act to incorporate the Brazos, San 
1 Bernard and Oyster Creek Canaj and Navigation company, was 
i taken up—Senate's bill, with, report from commiltee. on, luters 
a. nal laoprovemen!s. 
| f Mr. Franklin. offered the following amendment: 
4 - See. Be it further enacted,’ "Vhat the. privileges, granted, by 
"n this act shall not in any manner be coustrued so as to permit. the, 
Ia company incorporated by this act to interfere with the rights o 


the Galveston, and Brazos, Navigation eqmpany, incorporated. by: 
an act passed at the session of this Legislatu re; EA 

Mr Bee offered the following amendinent : "Ox with, any- oth-, 
er similar charter” ; accepted. 

Qn motion of Mr. Bryan, the bill was passed,to q, third. reading. 

“Ou motion of Mr. Bryan, the rule was suspended, aud the, bil. 
read a third time and passed hy. a coustitgtional majority. 

Mr. Winfield offered a. joint. resolution providing, for tbe safer: 
keeping of the. capitol, and, for arranging the. archives,of; the. LK, 
Houses of the Legislature ; read, fixst, WAGs : 
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Joint resolution, granting the right of way-to the United States 
for a Rail-Road, to. the Pacific océan —Senate's,Lill, with report 
from a Select committee. | l mE t 

r. Bogart moved a cajl-of the House; lost. 

Mr. Fields offered the following ainendinenit, to wit: . >° 

Strike -opt the second proviso in third section, and insert the 
following : ^ * And, propided, further, That if the ^ Con- 
gress of the United States shal] not provide for the construc- 

` tion of said road through the State of Texas at the present 'ses- 
Sion, or. shall grant the privilege to construct.said road by any 
other ronte than, through this State, to any individual or associa- 
tiou, then and in such case, it shall be the duty of the Governor 
of the State, and, he, is hereby anthorized.to contract, with any 
individual or association who- shall undertake to construct, said 
road throngh this State; and on receiving (ull and satisfactory 
guaranties for thé construction of such road through this State, 
to convey to him or them the rights;and privileges herein grant- 
} to the United, States, under such terms"and, ou such conditions 
as he shall deem most expedient for the interest of the State and 
conducive to the attainmert of «he object. And the Governor 
shall also have power and anthority, and he is hereby required 
whenever any individual or association skall undertake to con- 
signet a like. Rail-Road, from, any, point, on Galveston Bay, to. In- 
‘tersect the said main road, by way of E! Paso, or by any otber 
more eligible route, upon receiving the like guaranties for the 
construction thereof, to convey to-him or them for sach purpose. 
the, same, rights and, privileges by. this, act granted to the United 
States, for, and to induce the construction. of. said, main road.” . 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, the bill was postponed until Monday 
Tex and made the special order, for 11 o'clock, a. m. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, a bill for the relief of the heirs at 
law of: Jesse Bledsoe was taken, up, with report from committee. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, was ordered to be engrossed ; and, 
on further motion, the rule was suspended, and bil! read a third 
time and passed. l l 

On motion of Mr, Clough, a hill. to he entitled an act supple- 
mentary to an act entitled an act to apportion the Senators and 
Representatives of the Legislature among the several connties of 
this State, according. to the requirements of the constitution, ap- 
proved, January, 1830, with a, substitute from the Senate, was 
taken trp. ? 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the, bill. and, substitute were. laid, oni 
thas table. . i , 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, a bill to be entitled an act delaring, 
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a portion of Caney Creek in Matagorda, county a public high.. 


way, aud providing for the remeval of the obstructions therein, 


was taken up; read third time and passed. 

On uiotion of Mr. Runnels, a bill for the relief ‘of the heirs of 
Tilford Baker was taken up— Senate's bill; read first rime. 

On motion, the rule was suspeuded and bill read second titne ; : 
and, oa further motion, was referred to the committee’ on Private 
Laud Cla:ms. 

Mr. Lott iu the chair. 

On motion of Mr. Clough, an act to establish ra Marshall 
Rail- -way company ; read third time and passed by a Coustitution- 
al majority. 

On motion of Mr, Burney, an act for the relief uf David iane, 
and the heirs of Henry L. Lane, dee’d, with report and amend- 
ments Irom committee on Private Land claims, was taken up 
ànd amendments adopted; 

On mation, passed toa third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill concerning passengers coming to- the State of Texas, 
with report from committee on State affairs. 

_ On motion, pass: d to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. E iL the rule was meen and bill 
read third time and passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the boundaries of 
Kaufman county— Senate's bill; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Red River; the rule was seai 
ed, and bill read second time. 

: On motion, passed to a third reading. 


And, on junior motion, the rule was suspended, and bill read: 


a third time and passed. 
On motion of Mr. 'Tarráüt, the House adjourned until nine 
o'clock Monday morning. 


" Austin, February 4, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—rolf called—quorum 


present. 
Journal of Saturday fast read and adópted. -- 
Mr Wilson, oue of the committee on tlie Judiciary, . made the 


following report: 


a 
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D Committee Room, February 4, 1950. 
To the Hon. ©: G. Keenan, o l 
er |. Speaker of the House-of Representatives: 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
tg provide for supplying the records of the.court, and drfferent 
public affices in fhe” State, when the same have been destroyed, 
or-m y be destroyed by fire or other casualty, and to ‘secure the 
rights of parties therein, having considered the same, have in- 
structed me to report the following substitute, and recommend its 
passage. i f l 

Report.and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
da | 


EN Tarver, one of the Judiciary committee, made the follow- 
ing report: S i 
e : Coumirrer Room, February 4, 1850. 
To the Hon. -©. G. Kennan, | . i 
l E Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The eommittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to. be entitled an act supplementary to an act defining the duties 
of District Aftornies, have had the same nnder considerati m, and 
a majority of said committee have instructed me to report the 
same back to the Honse, and recommend its indefinite postpone- 
ment. The evil which the said bill proposes to remedy is one of 
great mag iitude,and the committee vould gladly recommend any 
constitutional measure to cure the evil complained of ; it is the 
belief of the majority of said committee, that the ameudmentto 


the constitution which has been finally ratified and confirmed by * 


the Legislature; takes from the Legislature all power to elect or 
appoint the officers therein named. ‘Not having the constitutional 
power ourselves to elect or appoint this officer, we are estopped 
from delegating that power to any other hands, than to the peo- 
ple themselves ; the voice of the people when constitutionally ex- 


pressed, we regard as anthoritative and binding upon us. Ifevils _ 


result from the change of our mode of electing officers, the rem- 
edy can only be applied ‘by the people in their primary capacity ; 
all df which is most respecifntly submitted, ` on 
‘Report and'bill received, to-come up among the orders of the 
day. , | 
Mr. Burney, chaimman ef ithe eommittee on Private Land 
Glaims,-made the following report s a 
one —  Commipreg Room, ‘Rebruary 4, 1850. 
.To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, : 
" 2 . "Speaker of the House of Representatives ; 
The committee on Privaie Land Plains, to whom was referred 
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a bill for ‘the ‘folier of the eirs of Tira Baker, have had th 
sa ne nnder cọnsideration,, and instriicted nie to “report the bill 
back to the House” with the’ following ‘amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage: , 

- After the "word “deceased,” a that Johusdn. Vien! ‘Be authórizett 
to receive and locate said certificate for, tlie’ "bereit of said heirs? 

eport, bill and áuiendinent received, to conie up ‘athong ‘tHe 
orders of the day... 

‘On motion of Mr. Scott, Mr. ‘Shea was ‘exeuiséd frotn*attena- 
ance on the House, on account of indisposition.. . ; 

Mr. Tarrant: offered the: following resolution: ` 
. Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas, That tHe 
Speaker of the House of Représeniatives of the présent Le? sla- 
ture, and the Speaker of the future Legislature be, and they ate 
hereby allowed one dollar per day as extra pay for their services 
as Speaker of the House ; and that this fesolution tüke'effeet froth 
and after its passage ; rend first ime. 

On motion of Mr. Tar rait, ihe rule | Was sus] jetided, ‘anid ic&dlu- 
tion read sécond time ; 'aüd,'oh "further motion, vas réferréd fo 
the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Bryan introduced an act siipplemenitary to an áct ‘to Téstore 
lands sold for taxes and purchased by the “Slate, to'ilie Torliier 
owners ; read first time. 

‘On motion of Mr. Bryan, the rile $ was suspended,’ ‘and ‘bill fead. 
second time; and, “on further ` motion, was feferred (o Finauce 


ITI 
3? 


: Mr, Fields introduded ' a ‘pill ’ to be entitled’ ih ‘act to amend ah 
act entitled an act, to raise a revéiiue by Taxation ; read first tidie. 
, On motion of ‘MMe. Fields, the ‘rule as ‘suspehiled, bill redd 
second time; and, on oe M was relerred to’ Finali a 


‘On motion jo Mr. Gillet, the’ ‘rule Was Add bill $a 
second time; and, on farther motion, Was referred to the com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

‘Mr. Bryan offered the following résolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on State "Affaiis, report to ‘tie 
edid aouit ‘of appropriatiotis tide by this Legislature ; 
adopte n : 

Y molida Sf "Wir. Taylor; the ordére at^ li day sid bosiues 
aS 'Spédkérs tà s Eile tb á " 


I 
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A bill tó fix the salaries and ner dieit pay of officers not other- 
wise provided for by law, with a report from the Jadiciiry cóm- 
mittee, wifh ainerdments. — , = 

' "Mr." Gillet proposed to fill the blank in the last amendment pro- 

posed by thecommittee, with four dollars per day for the Serzégyit- 

at-arms ‘aid Door-Keeper; the yeas arid ‘nays being called for 

therenpoii, were as follows: TK "n 

Yens- Messrs Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Cloùgh, Cochran, Gillet, 

Hardeman of ‘Travis, Johnson, Lewis, Lott, McNairy, Millicaiy, 

Russell, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stefhe, 
- Stewart, Tarrant, Whittlesey, Wilson and Winfield—22. | 

‘Nays —Messrs. Bryan, Charlton, ‘Fields, Hardeman of Nacdg- 
doches, Jowers, Lloyd, McKinney, Polk, Reynolds, Russell, Sébtt, 

Selman and 'T'aylor --13. , l . . 

Mr. Rünnels offered to strike out “twelve hundred dollars,” "fn 
tlie ‘amendment of the comniitiee, proposéd to the 14th fine of tfe 
first section, and insert “one thousaud dollirs’; the yeds'&tld 
nays being called for, were as follows: QU 

Yeas—Messrs., Bogart, Charltou, Clough, Cochran, Fields, Gil: 
let, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Mg- 

Nairy, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Seliián, Smith of C 

River, Taylor, Whittlésey. and Wren—2I, : 

.Nays—Messrs. , Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Hardemih’ of 

Travis, Lewis, McKiriney, Rassell, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, 
- Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Wilson and Winfield—15. « 

‘So the amendment was adopted. |, T" 

Mr. Scott moved to strike óut “sevén hundred and fifty dolldis? 
for clerk of Secretary of State, and insert “six hundred dollir.” 

"Mr. Winfield called for a division of ‘the question ; lost. 

Mr. Clements moved a call of the House ; lost. - 


« 
< 


The yeas and nays being 'calléd'for "upon the rnotion of Mr. 
Scott, were as follows: 


,. Nays—Méssrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Cloitgh, 
Cochran, Crump.‘of Bexar, Gillet, Hardeiman' of Travis, ‘LeWis, 
Latt; McKinney, Millican, Polk, Russell; Selman, Shaw, Sotith 
of Shelby, Sterne, Stewart, Whittlesey, Wilson and Winfield— 
24.. So the motion was lost. - ; 


+ 


The bill Was'pássed to "a'tlifd téadiBg. . 
i 3 


t 
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Ou motion of Mr. MeKinney, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill rea third time. 

The yeas and nays being called for, were as follows ; 

Mess Men ‘Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements. Coch- 
ran, Cramp of Bexar, Gillct, Hardeman of T., . Lewis, McKint ey 
Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Wils@u and 
Winfield — 18. 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Fields, Hardeman of N. 
Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, MeNairy, Millican, Polk, Reynolds, 
Russell, Runnels. Scott, Selman, Shaw, Suith of R.R., Taylor, 
Whittlesey aud- Wren—21, 

So the bill was rejected. ^ 

Mr. Millican moved to reconsider the vote just taken off the 

final passage of the bill ; the yeas aud nays being called fur, were 
as follows: : 
i Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
bera Crump of Bexar, Gillet, Hardeman of Travis, Lewis, 
Lott, McKinney, Mullican, Polk, Russell, smith of Shelby, Vierne, 
Stewart, Tarver, and Taylor—21. . 

Nays--- Messrs. Charlton, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Johuson, Jowers, Lloyd, MeNairy, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, 
Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Tarrant, Whittlesey, Wilson, 
Winfield and Wren— 18. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, a eall of the House was had. 

Qu motion of Mr. Tarver, the call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, the further consideration of the bill 
was postponed for the present. 
2, bill to be entitled an act to establish certain judicial districts 
and to define the time for holding the Distriet Courts therein; a 

substitute for the House bill. 

"The.question upon the adoption. of the substitute of the Senate 
was decided in the negative. 

Joint resolution granting the right of way to the United States 
for a Railroad to the Pacific ; special order for 11 o'clock. 

Question pending Mr. Fields’ amendmentit, ; 

Mr. Clements offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ment: strike ont “Galveston -Bay”.2 and insert, “the coast of ‘the: 
Gulf of Mexico ;” aceepted- `». xn 

"The question being. upon the amendment. as amended; rejected. 

Mr. Franklin offered the following as-aa additional sertion : 

Seetion 5. Be it further enacted, Thatia granting. .the pitiv- 
Hegesiv-this act. they are granted up nthe express condition 
that the State of Texas, reserves the right to.cowstonct enauthorise 
to be constructed, any other Railroad witbiu«her liis whigh’she 
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may deem proper, which may he connected with the main trunk 
of the Railroad to be coustrücted. Jy the United States, or by its 
authority ; adopted. — . 

Mr. Me Kinney offered the following. amendment to the fourth 
section i "provided that any holder of the liabilities of. the. Re- 
publié of 'l'exas, may at any time after said. alternate sections shall 
be designated, upon sur rendering such habilities, such- holder 

‘shall be-at liberty to enter of said sections a sufficieney of land 
at one dollar and buen -five cents per acre, to satisfy- the same ; 
adopted. 

Bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the rule was suspended, and bill read 
a third time and passed. 

A*messnge was received from the Senate, throngh their Seere- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of the several bills ori- 
ginating in the Honse of Representatives : - 

A bill for the relief of certain persons formerly prisoners of 


war in Mexico. 
A bill to be entitled an act to define the boundary. line between 


Gonzales and Caldwell counties ; 
A bill to -be entitled an act to "amend. an act entitled « an agt to 


establish: the judicialdistriets of the Distriet Courts ;.- 


A bill for the relief of Edward “Miles, with amendments from 


Senate ; 
Joint resolution for the relief of John P. Rosier ; 


A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Lafayette, Acad- 
emy,in the city and county of Matagorda ; and that the Senate 
had refused to concur in the amendments adopted by the House, 
to an act to inedrporate the Brazos, San pone and O p Creek 
Canal and Navigation Company, - 


Mr. Fields in the Chair. 
A bill tobe entitled an act to amend. an act incorporating, the 


city of Laredo ; on motion of Mr. Bee, the bill was ordered to: be 
engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Clements, the rule was suspended, and, the 
bill read a third time and passed. ` . 

Gri motion of Mr.-MeKinney, the hill to fix the per diem pay 
and salaries of officers, was made the special: order fbr three 
o'clock, p,m. -7 i 

"On inition o Mr. Jowérs, e a bilf to organize Marion coudty, 


Was taken up. 
Mr. Sterne — to strike out “Marion” wherever it ogctirfed, 
Mad. i Ced T€ a 
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Mr. Towels, thoved (o aifend ‘the tügndient, by inverting 
Buhé” ‘instead of Quitman ; accepted. — ^ 

{Tne amendment of Mr. Sterne as amended, Was adopted. 

‘On motióà of Mr. Sterne, the rule'was'suspeiided, arid the ‘bill 
put upin its third and final passage ; read third tiie aud passed. 

"Rosolutioh of Mr. Fields, relative to “tie order -of business: 
fejetted. 2 
‘Ou inotion'of- Mr. Tarrant, the Honse adjoirrmed until -half-past 
two'U'cluck. i 

HALF-PAST 2 O'CLOCK P. Mr 


"Éfotise hét pursudnt ‘to "ádjournuieit—róll éülled —quottim 

resent... : i 

‘A 'bill'to inicdtporate the Chapbél Hill College; ead third Yme 
anid passed by a cotistitutional majority. l 

Mr. Burney, chairman ‘of the committee wn Private ‘Land 
Clafitis, by leave, made the following report : i 
i pee Commirrer Room, February 4, 1850. > 
> (tie Hon. OG. Keenan, rn 

DE Speaker of the House of -Réprésentatives. 
"He eoWimittee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
an act reqnirifig the’ Commissioner of the General Land Office, to 
i5stfe W éértificate for ohne third of a leaeue óf land to the'heirs of 
Montgomery Baxter, have had the same under consideration, and 
instructed me'to report the same back to the ‘House, and recóm- 
niend its’ passage. 

Report antl bill received, to come up ámohz' the orders of the 


Sa tintion of Mr. ‘Burnéy, the. vote taken on the final passage 
of the bill to regulate the salary átid' per diem pay of officers, wis 
reconsidered. . 

Ot Whiten of Mr. Scott, ‘te -v6te onthe final passsge'of "the 
uen of way ‘to the:Paeific Railroad, was recon- 
sidered. 

‘Mir: (Whittlesey, chairman of the cotiimittee on Engrossed 
Bills, by leave, made the followirig report:: : i 

. Covimrrree Room,-February 4, 1850, 
Porihe Hon. O., G. Keenan, 2 - — | ; a P 
Speaker of the House of Representatives E 

The-committee on Engrossed Bills have-examined. the'follow- 
ing bills: i ETA 
^ d to be entitled an act to incorporate the 'Hares'Cfébk 
"l'unipike Cótipány ; p CDL 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to amend án*aét Hor the in esr. 
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prietion of tthe vity df Laredo; and ‘find the sarge cotreetly«en- 
rosse 

Report accepted. l nens 

A bill to be eutitted-an act to anthorize Judges of the (District 
Courts, to hold special terms af.the District Court, with amend- 
metits from Senate; amendments -consitrred-in. 

AA ibili forthe relief of-the hetrs of those-who fell with: Fannin, 
Ward, Fravis, Geant and Johnson, duriug'the war with Mexico 
in the year 1835 and 1530 ; amendment from Senate-concurrediin, 

A- bill anthorizing the Com nissioger of the General iLand^Of- 
fice, ‘to issue head-rreht-eertificates, 4th elass, for three-haudred 
and twenty acres each,to Juan Contreras aud Juan "Abilo;substi- 
‘tute from Serate ; sabsutute adopted. 

A*bilf to beentitled an act‘to anthorize the Auditor and Comp- 
traller of public accounts, to audtuthe claims.of.the officers. amd 
soldiers, called out in “h841 against theiludians, .by Brigadier 
Generals, Tarrant and’ Smith, with a report from committée. on 
'Public!Debt. 

‘On inotion-of Mr. Williams the bill wasorderethto.beengvossdil, 

‘On motion of "Mr. Williams, the rale avas suspended, vara bee 
bill read athirdiime and passed. — 

Oh: motion of Mr. Méiuney, Mr. Hardeman of ee 
excrised from ‘Attendanee‘on the: House, -during the Bemainder «at 
the session. 

An act supplementary toan act erititled:an:act to. apporiiom ke 
Senators and/Representatives of the Legislature, amonothe sew- 
‘eral counties of this State, accordivg-to the requirements of the 
‘comstitition, approved January, 1950; with substitute frons Sen- 

"ate ; '&nbstitrite- tdopted. E 

‘A bill to ‘create’ the- eeounty df Marton, - 

"Mr. Fowers tirovell tostrike out Marion: whereveriboceurs, ud 
ingert' Burnet; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, the rule was- repent: send bil 
"read“a‘third time and passed 

Mr. Tarrant, ‘by teave, introduced an: aet wo give to —! set. 
tlers, a. preference of location upon laud onarhich taey: eee turkey 
Teside, in tlye"event of ‘the faim under which they may" hawesset- 
“tet! ns eted wold and ‘forfeited; read-firstitime. ` , 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the rule was suspended, and.therbiil 
read second time, and véferred: toà special- committee, camsisting 
Of Messrs, Willits, Wren, Clough said Suiith of Red. Rives. 

A message was received from the Senate, throngh thseiriGeere- 


tary, Sir formitie: Chel Ease iof ttl “passage iU “tha several Billsori-. 


ginativg in the House of Represeiitatives :- 
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A bill for the relief of the persons taken prisoners by the Mex- 
ican army at San Antonio, with amendments ; 

A bill to be entitled an aet to regnlate the Courts, and the time 
of holding the same in-the 4th judicial district ; 

"Phe folowing bill originating in the Senate: 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to secure to 
the German Emigration Company and their Colonists, (he lands 
to which they are entitled, and to adjust the liabilities of said 
eorhpany, approved January 21, 1850. ' 

And the Senate had concurred in. the amendments of the House 
to an act for the relieP of David Lane and the heirs of Henry L. 
Lane, deceased ; 

The Senate had refused to eoncur in the amendments of the 
House to an act for the relief of the heirs aud legal representatives 


of William Wallace, who fell at Goliad. 


Also, passed the following resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concur- 
ring, that the committee on Contingent Expenses ‘of the two 
Houses, be instriieted to act jointly in contracting with some suit- 
able person-to fake charge of the Capitol and furniture theremnto 
belonging, requiring the. person coutracting for the same to enter 
into bond With security in the.sum of five trundred dollars, for the 
safe keeping ot the Capitol aud furniture, and return of the same 
to the proper officers at the meeting of the next Legislature ; pro- 
vided that nothing herein contained, shall authorize the incurring . 
of any.expense to the State, for repairs an the Capitol 4 

And that the Senate insist upon their amendments to the bills 
to establish the 5th. 6th, Sth and 9th judicial distriets, and have 


appointed Messrs. Wallace, Gage, Parker, Latimer and McRae, a 


committee of conference on the part of the Senate, aud desire a 
like eommittee on part of thé House, to act'in conjunction, ete. 

Joint resolution instracting our Senators and requesting our 
Representatives in Congress, to endeavor to secure the passage of 
a law requiring the United States ‘District Court for the District 
of Texas, to be held at more places than one—Senate bill; read 

A billi to be entitled an act to amend .the 9th section of an act 
entitled au.act to establish the judicial districts ofthe District 
Cams. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, was laid on the.t able.. , 

Mr. Bryan moved to take up ati act regulating proceedings in 


the Bistmét Conats;; lost. 
A bill to'incorporáte the Houston Plank Rond Company ; On 


motion, passed to third reading. - >° : . 
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On-motion of Mr. Scott, the rnle was suspended, and bill read 
third time snd passed bya constitutional majority. 

A bill to fix-the salaries and per diem pay of officers not: nther- 

wise provided. for by law, made the special order for three. o’elock 
p. mi, was taken up. 
. Mr. Whittlesey moved to reconsider the vote taken ad. nn. 
the ameudment of Mr: Runnets, to strike out twelwe hundred 
dollars, and insert ane thousand dollars, for the salary; of Secre- 
tary of State; upon which the yeasand nays were called for, and 
resulted as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Clongh, 
Cochran, Franklin, Lewis, Lott, McKinney, Russell, Shaw, Smith 
of Shelby, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, eee Whittlesey, Wil- 
liams, Wilson and Winfield —22. 
^ Nays— Messrs. Burney, Fields, Gillet, Padoman of N; John- 
gon, Jowers, Lloyd, Millican, Polk, Revnolds, Runnels, Mais d 
: mau, S als of Red River, Taylor and Wren—16. 

So the vote. was reconsidered. 

Qestion then reenrring npon the amendment of the cammit- 
tee, inserting $1200 in lieu of $1000, as salary for Secretary of 
Stnte ; npon which the yeas and nays were called for, and resiilt- 
ed as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Ber, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Clongh, 
Cochran, Franklin, Lewis, McKinney, Russell, Sterne, Stewart; 
Tarrant, Tarver, Whittlesey, Williams, W ilsmnand Winfield —19. 
p Nays— Messrs. Burney. Charlton, Fields, Gilet, Hardeman: of 
Nae., Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, -Milliean, Polk, Reynol 
Runnels, Sentt, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith o 
Shelby. Taylor and Wren—20. 

So the amendment was lost. 

a Mr. Russell moved to strike out $4, and insert $3 per day for 
Sergeant-at-arms and Door-keeper. 

Mr. Wren moved to amend by adding, “ Engrossing, Enroll- 
ing and Assistant Clerks," pen which the yeas atid nays were 
called for, and resnited as follows: 

Yeas—Messts. Burney, Charlton, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd; 
Lott, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Selman, Smith of Red Siven 
Taylor and Wren—13. 

Nays —Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bayart, Bryan, Clements , Clonghs 
Cachran, Fields, Franklin, Gillet; Hardeman of N., Lewis, Nle- 
Kinney, Millican, Polk. Scott, Shaw. Smith of S., Sterne, Stew- 

art, Tarrant, Tarver, Whittlesey and Wi ‘son — 6. 

So the-House refused to adopt the amendment. 
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Qruestin: ther reemring on the: final passdde of the bill,.the 
yeas and nays Beihg'aguin called for, resulted as follows : 

-Yeusi— Messrs: Speaker, Bee, Bogart; Bryan, Clements, Claugh, 
Goehran, Crnmp‘of Bexar, Franklin, Gillet. Lewis; Lott, Me 
Kinney, Millican, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, Sterne; Stewart, Far 

rat, "Pares “Taylor; Williams, Wilson and Winfield: — 24. 

o Mose Burney, Charlton, Fields, Hardeman of Nae:, 
Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels. Russell Scott, 
Selman, Smith of R. RB... Whittlesey and Wren--16. 

So the bill passed to a third reading. 

Oir motion of Mr. Runnels, the rule’ was stispended,, and. ‘the 
Bill read third. time and. passed. 

An act requiring the Comptroller to audit the claim of Fer- 

nando De Leon, for cattle, horses and’ mules, furnished the army: 
of ‘Texas, in the year. 1835 and. 1836, with: report from select 
ciórfiniitreg ;' repárt. adopted. 

Mr. Wren moved'an indefinite posfponement df the bill; upon. 
which the yeas and nays were called for, and resulted-as fullows : i 

Yeus—Nessrs: mn Bryan, Burney, Cochran, Cramp of B., 
Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman: ef. Nac., Johnson, Jowers;. 
Millican, Polk, Reynolds, Riminels;.Seott, Selman. Shaw, Smith 
of R. R. Smith of S., Tarrant, ‘Tarver, Williams and Wren— 24. 

Näys— Messrs Bee, Bogart, Clements, Lewis, Lott, MeRinney, 
Kussi, Sterne, Stewart, Whittlesey, Wilson and: Winfietd—- 12. 

B» the' bill was indefinitely posi paned. 

Orit ination of Mr. Whittlesey, the House adjourned until Hal 
past nine Hisce tomorrow morning. 


AUSTIN, February 5. 1850. 


Honse met pursuant to adjournment—rell called--quorum 
present. 

Journal of preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Stewart presented thé petition of citizens af Comal conn- 
ty, praving fora change in thé corporate lindis of Rew Brann- 
fels. On motion of Mr. Stewart, the petition was feferted tothe 
comimitteé on County and Cownty Bonudaries. 

On nvotion of Mr. Wilsori, Mr. Storie wits added to the éom- 
mittee om County and County Boundaries, 

Mr. Smith of Red River, from the Joint Select. cotmaritteo of, 
Conference, made the following report z 
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E CoMMITTEH 001. February. &,, 1850, 
To the Hon, C. G. Keenan,  - 

Speaker of the Bouse of Represeniahiyes, + 
; The committee. of Conference ü pow the several bills and, sub- 
stitute of the Senate therefor, to organize the judicial. disuiet . 
therein referred. to, after deliberating upon the same, have ungui- 
HOYS'y: instrugted us to: recommend that Marion. county, be de- 
tached from the ninth district, and that no other change. be. made, 
- With the. above amendment, the connuitteg necomuend,, the 
adoption of the substitute, and. that the oniginal. bills be laid, OR, 


the table, . l 
BL RRELI, F: SMITH; 
Chairman on the part of the House. 
B. RUSH WALLACE, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 

Raper received, to-eome up among the orders of thg ag; 

Mr. Scott offered the- following resolution : 

Whereas, a preposition In new pepdino hefore the, dne Sen- 
ate, ingdti ring into^thg expediency of suspending all diplomatic 
intercourse on the part of the United States government with. 
Austria; and- whereas, the conduct of Austria, in; her late 
eontest with, the Hungarians, hag bren marked with atrecities 
contrary to all civilized usages, and in opposition to. the spinit 

. of the age —in wanton violation af humanity, aud, places, What 
government beyond the pale of civilization ; therefore. 

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the Niate of "Texas, 
That in, the opinion of this Legislature, the United, States caniot 
ia good faith hold, any further iutercourse with said goverpanent 
ef Austria, and that the l,egislutnre. heaxtily appreve of BA T ba 
olution of inquiry; and that our Senatons.in, Congress be 
they are hereby instructed to cast the vote of the State of Texas 
in conformity with the, opinions herein. expressed. > p 

Resolutions read, first time. 

Qu motion of Mr, Fields; the Orders of the Day and, bysipess 
qu the Speaker's table wese take up. 


' © ORDERS. OF THE DAY. ` gna 


A bili supplementary to an act regulating elections. parsed 
Marel 16, }848--Senate’s bf}; geag first time. 

Qu. motioni ef Mr. Fields, = ‘Mile was suspended, ond, bi 
read second time, 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the Vil Was ee i commits 


tee on Privileges and Elections. 
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On motion af Mr. Stewart, the motion to reconsider the vote 
concerning the resolutiorf from the Senate, appoming the 5th 
instant für- the adjournment of the Legislature, was taken up. 

r; Tarver moved to amend, by striking out the “ Sih, X and 
tating: the “ Lith, 19 o'elock, M.” 

Mi. Stewart ‘moved to insert * 20th March " ; Jast. 

The question recurring . on the amendment of Ms. Tarver, it 
Was adopted. 

‘On monu of Mr. Lloyd, Mr. ‘McNairy was exeused from fur- 
ther attendance npon the House during this session. 

Mr. Burney, chairmau of thecommittee on Enrolled Bilfs, made 
the following teport: 

Commrrrin Room, February 5, 1850. 
To the Hon. OG. Ketan, 
Speuker of the House of Representatives : 

Thé committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined an act to de- 
fine the boundaries of Limestone county ; 

Also, an act to create the county: of Wand ; 

' Also, an act to establish the Rio Grande Rail. -way and Turn- 
pike company ; 

Also, an act to amend the 4th section of an act for the regula- 
tion of Pifots at the mouth of the Brazos river, approved | March 
18ih, 1848 ; 

Also, an act 'supplementary to an nct to create and organize 
the county of Panola ; 

Also, a joint resolntion grantiüg the Hon. Fielding Jones, jndge 
of the 10th judiéial district, leave of absence froni ‘the State : 

Also, an act to authorize the Commissioner of the General 
Land Offieé to 'issrre patents on certificates issued hy the board of 
ariä commissioriers of Robertson county, under certain restric- 
tions ; 

Also, joint — for the relief of Wm. R. Baker ; 

Also, an act to organize the county of Bilis ; $ 

Atso, ah act providing for the payment of the forage, subsist- 
ence, &c., of the company of monuted volunteers -eominanded 
by Capt. Johnson, nnd mustered into the service of the State by 
order of his Excellency, Geo. T. Wood, Geveinor ; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Christopher Troute and 
R. M. Davis, 

And find the same'eorrectlsg ‘enrolled, and having been sighed 
by the Speaker of the House of Represestati ves and: President of 
the Senate, were this day transmitted to his Excellency, "ie Go- 
vertior of the State, for his approval. 

Report accepted. 


* 
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-Mr, Polk moved to take from the table and placé among. the 
orders of the day, a biil to be entitled an act to establish free 
public schools im the several counties of tliis State, and to peo: 
vide -tor the support of the same. 777 - 

. The yeas and nays being called for, x were as (oiawss * 

" Yeas — Messrs. Speaker, “Burney, Chariton, Clements, Clowgh, 
Fields, Franklin. Harteman of Nacogdaches, Johnsen, Jowers, 
Lloyd. Lott, McKinney, Millican, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels , Sel- 
man; Shaw, "Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stepp, "l'ar- 
rant, Whittlesey, Williams and Wren — 26. - 

Nays:—Messrs. ‘Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Cochran, Gillet, Russell, 
Stewart, Tarver, Taylor and Wilson—10, 

So the bill was taken up. 

Mr. Franktin; chairman of the Special committee, by leave, 
made the following report : 

[*," Report not in the copy furnished the printer] 

- Au act-to establish the court of organization of the county of 


Sana Fê, and, to define its: jurisdiction and powen redd first 


time. 
An act to authorize the Governor to snppress rebellion in the 


State, and to enforce the more perfect organization of the county 


of Santa Fé; read first time. ~ 


! 
A joint resolution of instructions to the Senators relative to 


the organization of Santa Fé ; read first time. 

Report, bills aud joint resolutions received, to.come up among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Sinith of Shelby, (by leave) one of the committee on Mil- 
Hary Affuirs, made the following report : 

COMMITTEE Room, February 5, 1866. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives.: 

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred fhe 
joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public Accounts 
to-settle with P. H. Bell, late ‘Captain of Texas mounted volunters, 
have had the. same ander consideiation, aid a majority of suid 
committee hayé instrected me to report said joint resolation back 
to the House, and recommend its passage. 

Report aud bill received, to corhe up among the orders of 'the 
da 
^ bill to be entitled an act for the relief "i all just and béna 
fide holders of, or clainyauts to lands granted by the government 
of Spain or Mexico, or colonized and:dfie!d in canformity to #he 
laws of Mexico and the State of Tamaulipas, as recognized Jby 
the Constitution and laws of the Republic and State of ‘Texas, 


kd 
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lying: and situate in that portion of the territony-withintlie limits 
of "Vexas west of the Nueces river, to prohibit patentg from issus. 
ing thereon, that snid holders or claimants: may, have time, to have. 
registered imd filed their muniments and: syarrapts- of title, as 
this act shall-direct—Senate’s. hill; read, first-time. - 

On motion of Mr, Clements, the tile was. saspended, and: bill 
read second, time, and referred: to a Seleat committeo, cansistings 
of Messrs. Williams, Bee, Tirgver, Sinith of R. R, and. Lewis. 

A bill to incorporate. the Galvestob Lodge No. 2 of the Indes: 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows—-Senate’s bill ; read: first time. 

Qu motion: of Mr. MeKiuney, the.rule was, suspended, and: bill 
read second time. ; 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the rule was fumier suspended, 

and bill read third time and passed by a goustitational majonity. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Brazos, San Ber. 
nard and Oyster Creek Canal and Navigation company. 

Mr. Frankliu. moved that a committee of Conference ba ape 
pointed, to act with a like committee on the part off the Seuatg;. 

Mr. Bryan moved that the House recede from the amendments: 
made to the bill. 

"Khe yeas and nays being eakled: for, were as follows : 

Yeas —- Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Gillet, Hardemnn of Nacogdoches; 
Lewis, Lioyd, Russell, "Scott; Selinem, Shaw, Tarrant, Whittlesey, 
Wilson, Winfield and Wren-—15. 

Nays — Messrs, Speaker, Bogart, Burnev, Charlton, Clongh, 
Cochran. Fields, Franklin. Johnson, Lott, MeKinney; Polk, Rey 
nolds, Runnels, Sterne, Tarver ang Williains—1 7. l 

So the House refused to. recede from the amendments. 

The question recurring upon the motion of Mr. Franklin, to 
appoiut a committee of Conference, iv was decided in, the affirma- 
tive. 

Wherenpon, Messrs. McKinney, Bryan and Sterne were ap- 
pointed said committee 

On motion of Mr. Clough, an: aet for the relief of Samuel G. 
Norvell was taken up. and: passed tora third: rendum ~. 

` Mr. Lewis offered the following amendment : - 'o add 

[*,* Amendment not in the copy furnished the viter] 

Ou motion of Mr. Clough, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read third time and passed. 

A message was received fremr the Senate, informing the House 
that they had passed the following bills originating in the Fouse: 

A hill for the relief of Melville Langham; > -- 

- A hill for the relief of the heirs aud legat representatives of 
Chetlas Manin, decensed. ; 
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& hill ta be entitled an act for the relief of Jolin R- Baker > 
A bill to be entitled an act to create the county. of Uvalde; 
^ A bill: authorizing the county of Harris to levy aud colleot a 
speeial tax,.not to exceed one half of tlie State tax of said, county 

A bill defining the time of holding the coutts in the eweli, 
judicial district ; 

An act.to hreorporate the town'of Marshall ; 

A bill to incorporate the Guadalupe Bridge company ; x 

An aet for the rehef of Jonathan Burleson. 

Also, the following bills originating in the House, with amend- 
Hents : 

A bill for the relief of Greenberry Logan and Joseph "Faylorg 

A bill to prevent locations in the colonies of Austin, Du Witt 
and: DeLeon ; 

A biH for the relief of William McMasters, late Sheriff of Bra- 
zoria county ; 

A bill to provide for the investigation of land titles in certain 
cotnties therein mentioned ; 

A bill to be entitled an aet requiring the commissioners ap- 
pointed by an aet entitled an act creating the eounty ef Chero- 
kee, approved April Ilik, 1846, ta deliver up certain documents 
and moneys therein mentioned ; 

A bill to extend the provisions of an act entitled an: act to pro- 

vide for ascertaining the debt of the late Republic of Texas, ap- 
proved March 20, 1848, 

They have also passed a bill originating in the Senafe, to be 
entitled an act supplemetutary to an "uet to secure to the Germarr 
Emigration company and their colonists the land to which they 
are entitled, and to adjust the liabilities of said company, appro- 
ved Jannary 21st, 1850. 

They have also concurred in the amendment of the Honse: to 
the resolution originating in the Senate, fixing the time of the 
adjournment of the present Legislature ; also, in the.amendment 
mide in the House to an act to e. tablish the Marshull Railway 
company. 

Mr. Polk, one of the committee on Affairs of- State; made the 
following report: * 


* * Report not in the copy furnished the printer.] 
i Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of , aes 
ay, » 
On motion, the report jnst mode; mwa the hill, were taken py 
and, on further motion, the rule was suspended, aud the bill pun 
ed.to a third readi img. — : 


* 


(d ey Shed t 


"—" 


» souien 


TAL 


On motion of Mr. Polk, the suis was further suspenden, and 
the bill read a third time. 

< fhe yeas and nays being called jos ‘and it nppearing-that tbere 
Was not a qtiorum, the Speaker decided that the bill copia uot be 
«aeted upon. 

Mr. Wilson moved a call of the House ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House ‘adjourned - until three 


o'clock, p. m. 
3 o'cLocE, P. M, 


House met pursuant to immensi called quorum 
present. 

Question pending on the passage of a joint resolution granting 
an annuity to David F. Webb, Lewis Kraats and Joseph Levins. 
Qu motion of Mr. Tarver, was laid ou the table for the present, 

On motion of Mr. Wren, the Chief Clerk of the House of Re- 
presentatives was directed to request of the Senate the return of 
the joint resolution granting the rightof way tothe United States 
for a Rail- Road to the Pacific ocean. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define the times of holding the 
District Court in the third judicial district. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, was ordered to be engrossed. 

And, on farther motion, the rule was suspended, bill read third 
time and passed. 

-Mr. Brvan, one of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report: 
CowMrTTEE Room, Febru uary 5, 1850. . 


To the Hon, C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act for the relief of Jonathan Burleson ; 

Au act to prevent locations in the colonies of Austin, DeWitt, 
and DeLeon, and find the same correctly enrolled. The com- 
mittee have presented said bills to the Governor, this day, for 
his signature. 

Report accepted. 

On motion ot Mr. Scott. the vate adopting the journals of yes- 
terday was reconsidered ; and, on motion, the Chief Clerk made 
the necessary corrections. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the joint resolntion for the relief of 
Green K. Cessna and Nancy K. Cessna, was taken up; read. te- 


_ cond time, 


On motion of Mr, Sterne, was ordered to be engrossed ; and, 
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on farther motion, the rule was suspended, and bill read third 
tiine and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Shelby, a bill for the relief of 
Charles T. Stam y was taken np ; read third time and passed. 

Oa motion of Mr. Smith of Red River, an act for the relief of 
Levin S.-Sargeant—Senate’s bill ; read first time. 

On mation of Mr. Smith of Red River, the rule was suspended 
and bill read second time; and, on motion, passed to third read- 
ing; and,on further motion, the rule was suspended, bill read 
third time and passed, 

On motion of Mr. Wren, a joint uM for the relief of 
Wim HE Parker was taken up. . 

Mr. Williams offered. au additional section; adopted. 

Mr. Fields moved to refer the bill aud amendments to the com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, was referred to a Select com- 


mittee. 


Whereupon, the chair appointed Messrs. Williams, ‘Tarrant * 


and Wren said committee. : 

An act to establish the La Salle and El Paso Rail-way com- 

an 
i Mr. Lewis offered the fo'lowing aiendiients $ 

24d the name of “John DfGroesbeeck” in the first line of 
the third section after the word. “Levi Jones”; and in second 
line substitute * they ”-for * he"; adopted. 

Bill read third time, and a constitutional majority not having 
, voted, was lost. . 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the vote just taken an the passage 
et the bill was reconsidered, and a constitutional majority hawing 
voted, the bill passed. 

Mr: ‘Lott, by leave, introduced an act for the relief of B. D. 
Bassfoid, clerk of the district court of ‘Travis county ; read first 


tine. . 
M+. Lott moved to suspend the rule that the bill be read a Se 


cond time ; lost. 
Mr. Tarver, by leave, introduced a bill to-be entitled an. act 


suppleaxentary to an act. to regulate the public printing, Appro- 
ed Mareh; 8, 1848 ; read’ Girst time. 


- 


On imotion.of Mr. Tarver, the. rule. was Ruepeucde and m 


yoad Second: time. . » p: 


Mr. Segit offered the following additional section : +- 
-Sadtion 3. "PHat'the private acts of the Legislatúre shall aiy 
þe printed ig, abstract form, and so muċh ò the law tu which 
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this is supplement as réquires ‘the private facts 'to-be published 
in full. is hereby repealed ; adopted. 

O^ motion of Mr. Whittlesey, was-ordered to'be- engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. ‘Tarver, the rife was suspended, bill ‘read 
third tine and passed. 

A message was received from the- Benate, throngh their’ Sec- 
Tetary, infurming the House of the passage of the following - -bill 
‘and joint resolution originating in the Senate : 

A bill to amend an act eiititled an act-to - "establish ‘the Gal ves- 
ton and Red River Rail-way company ; i, 

Joint resolution for the relief of A. H. Cocke, 

And that Messrs. Pease, Portis‘and Cooke were: ‘appointed ^n 
committee of Conference on the part df-the Senate, to act with a 
Tike committee on the part of the House, on the amendments 
adopted by the louse of Representatives ‘to'a bill to ipeorporate 
the Oyster Creek, San Bernard and:Brazos Navigation:eonipany, 
and that Messrs. Van’ Derlip, Pease aud Cooke were appointedia 
committee of Conference on the patt-of the Senate, to-aet-with a 
like committee on the part of the Horse, on a bill to establish 
‘the-salaries and per diem pay of officers not otherwise provided 
for hy law, and desire a like committee on the part of the House. 

Whereupon, the chatr appointed Messrs. Wilson, Bee, Bogart, 
"Pranklin ‘and Tarver -a committee of Conferenee on the part of 
the House, on a bill to establish the-salaries and per diem- pay: 2 
officers not otherwise provided for by liv. 

Mr. Franklin, by ledve, iutroduced an aet for the:rehief ef J. 
B. Hoxie ; read first time. 

‘On motion of Mr. Praüklin, the Tale was' suspended, and bill 


¥éad 'secónd time ; ‘arid, on fu rtlier - motion, Wwas‘referred to'a Se- ` 


lect committee. 

Whereupon, ‘the «chair. appoirited “Messrs. Williams, Tarrant 
‘and ‘Wren said committee. 

A bill for the relief of the persons taken prisoners by the Mex- 
ican ‘army at San ‘Antontio, With -amendiments “frum to- Beriäte ; - 
amendments adopted. 

^A bill für the 'rélief df Geo. T Howard and Dinei C, Og- 
dén, with aniend merits from the Senate ; amend merits adapted. s 

An act for the relief of the heirsand” ‘Tegal representatives ef 
‘Wilttam Waltace, who fell at Gotiad ~Sénate’s ‘bill, amendet by 
the House of Representatives and Senate refuse to concor=~House 
insist upon theiraméndments.  * TEL 

Whereupon, the chair appointed Messrs: W illiams; Bogart and 
Llovd a.committee of- Conference. — , 

On motion of "Mr. Wren, a joiat x resolution grànting tlie Hgt 


a2 


- 


VAT 
ef Why tothe "United Statés for a ‘Butt -Road to‘the Pacific ectéan, 


was taken up. 

On inofi-n-of ‘Mr. McKititrey, the vote was re¢onsideréd’adop- 
ting the ‘aniendtierdt óffered by him-tythe joint resolution grant- 
ing the right of way to the United States for a‘Rail-Road to the 

acific ücenn ; and, on mótion, the amendment was withdrawn. 

On motion, ‘the bill was read third time and passed. 

‘A bill to be entitled-an act to régulate the:courts and the time 
of holding the same in the fourth judicial district, with amend- 
Imeut& froin the Senate ; amendments concurred in. 

Mr. Fields,‘cHairman’of the coumittee on Finance, ‘made the 
Following: “report : i 
, Committee Room, February 5, 1850. 
{Fo the‘Hon. 'C.'G. KEENAN, - 

Speaker of ‘the House-of Representatives : 

“The Finance committee have had’ under corisideration an "adt 
making an appropriation to enable the Governor to procure and 
have’ capied: for the benefit of the several counties in the State, a 
full set of weights and measnres, and instruct me to return thre 
bilt dud recommend that the blaut be'filled with “one thonsaud,” 
and with that amendureut the passage of the bill is tecammend. 
éd. "The committee have not sooner’ reported upon this bill, for 
the reason that they had not sufficient informationto énable theth 
to uét niiderstanditigly upon the subject. s 

Report and bill received, to come up among the ordets of the 

day. 
‘On’ "inátion' of Mr. WeKinney,' the rule: was suspéridéd, and an 
act inakiag an appropriation to enable the Governor to jiroetife 
and have. "copied for the 'benefit'of the several courities in this 
State, a full'set of weights and méasures, Was taken up. 

‘Oi motion ‘of ‘Mr. Whittlesey, iv Was ordéred fo be’ engrossed. 

On motión of Mr. Fields, the ‘rile’ was üspérided, ‘bill read 
third time and passed. . 

"A Hill’forlttie relief of ‘Edward Mites, with athendinents from 

the Seuáte. 

‘On ‘motion of Mi. Fiétds, Was "reférred to ‘the ‘ecmmitt%e’on 
Private Land Clainis. 

‘A message was received. from (he Senate, through their Suare: 
tary, informing the House of the passage of a substitute ef; the 
Senate to a bill to incorporate the town of Livingston ; 


Also,‘ameridménts to -a. bil 'sübstitatéd!by the-HouSeto-qpaivt 
letid titles west of the river- Nueces. ie 


And the following bill passed the Senate : 
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A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act: to 
raise revenue by taxation. 

Ov motion of Mr. Whittlesey, a bill: to be entitled an act to 
amend an act entifird an act to raise revenue by taxation, was 


taken up and read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Fields, the rule was suspended, and the bill 


read second tne. 

Qu motion of Mr. Reynolds, the bill was referred ta the com- 
mittee on Finance. 

A bill for the rélief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Jobu €. Ozden--Seifate's bill ; read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of James M. Day; read third time and 
passed, - 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, a bil! to authorize the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to receive from the Secretary of State 
the archives of Martin DeLeou's colony, and deposite the same 
iu the General Land Office, was taken up and read first tinje, 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the rule was suspended, and bill read 

second time, 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule was further suspended and 
the bill read third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas Weston, deceased, 
and their assigns ; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the bill was ordered to bé engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the rule was suspended, and bill read 


third time and passed. 
Mr. Scott moved to take up a bill concerning erimes and pun- 


ishments ; lost. 

Joint resolution for the relief of persons who. have obtained 
unconditional certificates from the connty court of Grimes conn» 
ty, sitting as a board of land commissioners jssned between the 

-day of July, 1848, and the day of ‘December; 1848— 
Senate's bill ; ; read-first time. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the rule was suspended “pid 
pill read second time and referred to the Judiciary commi 

An act to validate certain patents therein named, with a report 
from the committee on Private Land Claims. . 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 

On inotion 6f Mr. Stewart, the rule was Suspended, and ifie'bill 
read third time and passed. 

An act making an appropriation of land for the payment of 
Henrv P. Brewster and Janies Webb for prefessional services fen- 
dered by them on behalf of the Btate—Senate’s but; rend finst 


time. f i 4. 
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Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report :- Lu 
i CoMwMrTTEE Room, February 5, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KRENAN, CMM" f 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The Finance committee have considered a joint resolution re- 
ferrd to them, granting additional per diem pay to the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and have instructed me to report 
the same without amendment, and recommend its passage. 
Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. o 
Mr. Tarrant moved that the bill be engrossed, upon which the 
yeas and nays were called for, and it appearing that there was 
not a quorum voting, no action was taken upon the bill. 
On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House adjourned until nine 
o'clock to-morrow Morning. ^" - 


~~ 


SET 


“ AUSTIN, February 6, 1850. 


Honse met pursuant to adjournment—roll called— quorum 
present. ! i 

Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the journal of the proceedings 
of the 4th of February, was adopted. E y 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report: : n 
Commirree Room, February 6, 1850. 


‘Te the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The Finance cominittee have had under consideration a bill 
making appropriations for the support of the Government, for the 
years 1550 and 1851, and have instructed me to return the accom- 
panying substitute for said bill, and recommend it to the favor of 
the House: l 

A bill entitled an act making appropriations for the support of 
the Government, for the years 1850 and 1751; read first time. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the ordexsiof 
the day. . 

A message was reccived.from the Senate, informing the House 
that it had concurred in the amendment made by the House, to a 
bill to be entitled aw act for the relief of Samuel G. Norvell ; 
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- Also; that the Senate had refused to coeur in the amendments 
made to the following bills: l , 

A bill to create the county of Marion ; and a bil] to organize 
the county of Marion, and have appointed Messrs. Parker, Tay- 
lor aud Walker, a committee of conference to act with like com- 
inittee on part of the House. 

Mr. Williams from the committee on Private Land Claims, 
made the following report: 

CowmMrrTEE Room, February: 6, 1850. 


To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
` Speaker of the House of "Representatives : 
'T'he committee on Private Land Claims. have had under con- 
sideration the claim of Edward Morrison, and find the same to 
be meritorious, and the extreme poverty of an orphan boy, who 
has at all times discharged his duty to his county, demand legis- 
lative interposition in his behalf; the committee are fully satisfied 
that the mere granting to him his head-right for three hundred 
and twenty acres of land, which he claims, can by no means com- 
pensate him for his gallant services in. the navy and army of 
Texas; therefore, have instructed me to report a bill for his relief, 
and recommend its passage. ` 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Edward Morrison ; 
read first time. 
"Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. " : 
' "Mr. Smith of Shelby, chairman of the committee on Military 
Affairs, made the following report : 
CouMirTTEE Room, Feb. 6, 1850. 


Hon. C. Œ. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the 
joint resolation authorizing the Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
to settle with P. H. Bell, late Captain of Texas mounted volun- 
teers, have had the same under consideration, and a majority of 
said committee have instructed me to report said joint resolution 
back to the House, and recommend its passage ;; respectfully sub- 
mitted. i 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the. 
day. : 

Mr. Williams made the following report: 


vai* 


Commirree Room, .February .6, .1850. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The Special committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
sundry citizens of the counties of Robertson and Brazos, praying 
that the two counties may be annexed, and a county framed out 
 of:the two counties, have had the same under.consideration, and 
instructed me to .report, that the 34th section of the general pro- 
visions of the constitution. which authorizes the ereation of new 
counties, does not seem to authorizea construction which would 
enable the Legislature to grant the prayer of the petitioners ; 
they do not believe it ad visable.to take any further action on the 
subject, and recommend the indefinite postponement of the matter, 
Report received to come up amoug the orders of the day. 
Mr. Whittlesey. chairman of the committee on .Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report: 
š COMMITTEE .Room, February -6, 1850. 
To thé Hon, C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an aet. supplementary to an act to -regulate the Publie 
Printing, approved March 8th, 1848 ; 
` „Also, a bill to be entitled an actito.validate, certain, patents there- 
in designated ; 

Also, a bill to-be entitled an act making-an: appropriation to en- 
able the Governor to procure, and have copied for.the: benefit.of 
the several counties in the State, a full-set of Weights and Meas- 
ures ; 

A bill to be entitled an aet for the relief of the heirs of Thom- 
as Weston, deceased, and their assigns ; 

Also, a joint resolution forthe relief of Gréen K.. Cessna and 
Nancy. K. Cessna; and: find the same correctly engrossed. - 

:Repart accepted. 


Mr.: Williams chairman of the Select.committee,. made the fol- - 


lowing report : 


^ 


CowMrrTEE Room, February 6, 1850. 
Tothe Hon. €. G. KEENAN, 
. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
'Fhe Special committee, to whom. was referred a bill to author- 
ize the holders of titles to land lying west of the Nueces river, to 
. have the same recorded and registered, etc., have had the same 
under consideration, and a'majority have instructed me to report 
the same back tothe; House, and recommend its passage. — 
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" Report and- bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
ay. 
Mr Williams, chairman of Select committee, made the follow- 
ing report : l 
CowMiTTEE Room, February 6, 1850, 
To the Hon..C. G. KEENAN; 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The undersigned chairman of a Special committee, to whom 
was referred a bill to be entitled an act to give to actual settlers a 
preference of location upon land on which they actually reside, 
etc., having failed to ohtain an expression of opinion ffom a ma- 
jority of said committee, and believing some action necessary to 
grant the actual settler, herewith report the bill baek to the 
House for its action. 
: Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
a 


y. : 
Mr. Williams, from the commiittee on Private Land Claims, 
made the following report : 
CowmMrPTEE Room, February 6, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the Housé of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred 
a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Edward Miles, with 
an amendment from the Senate, have considered the same, and 
recommend to the House to concur in the Senate’s amendment, : 
and tliat the bill may be passed, ete. 
r Report and bill received, to come up among the ordérs of the 

ay. 
Mr: Stapp, from a Select committee, made the followihg report: 
" Report not in the copy furnished the printer."] 
oint resolution relative to a reduction of the salary of Spruce 

M. Baird, Judge of the eleventh judicial district; read first time. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the Honse 
that it had passed an act to anthorize and require the Auditor and . 
Comptroller, to audit and allow as a valid claim against the Re- 
publie of Texas, a debt contracted to pay the expenses of the es- 
cort for General Santa Anna, from Texas to Washington City; 

They have also refused to concurin the amendment made by 
the House, to a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs 


and legal tepresentatives of Wm. Wallace, who fell at Goliad, 


and that it has appointed a committee of conference, corisisting 
of Messrs. Gage, Moffett and 'T'ruit, to &ct witha like comniittee 
on part of the House. | 

Mr. McKinney introduced a bill to be entitled an act to author- 
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ize the’ county court of Galvestón county, to levy a tax not to 
exceed ten dollars on each .suit hereafter brought in the District 
Court in said county, as a jury fnnd j xead first time. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read second time. a 

Mr. Whittlesey moved to insert after Galveston wherever it 
occurs, “and Sabine ;” adopted. ; 

On TURR o Mr. McKinney, the bill was ordered to be en- 

rossed, 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the business on the Speakers table, and 
Orders of the day were taken up. 


i ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Wm. McMasfers, 
late Sheriff of Brazoria county, with amendments from Senate ; 
amendmerts adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, a bill to be entitled an act making 
appropriations for the support of the Government, for the years 

1850 and 1851; was taken up. . 
^. Mr. Stapp moved.the bill be read section by section. 

Mr. Runnels moved to strike out $1200” and insert “$1000” 
~ per year, for salary of Secretary of State. 

On motion of Mr. Gillet, the bill was laid on the table for the 
present. 2 

Mr. Sterne, one of the committee on County and County 
Boundaries, made the following report : ». 

CowwiTTEE Room, February 6, 1850, 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Your committee to whom was referred a petition signed by 
forty-five citizens of Comal county, praying for a change in the 
corporation limits of the city of New Braunfels, have had the 
same under consideration, aud beg leave to report : that from re- 
liable information, 1t appears that the petitioners reside in a small 
village, or hamlet, one mile from said city of New Braunfels, on 
the north and east side of the Big and Little Comal Creek ; that 
said petitioners’ residences are ineluded with the limits of said 
corporation, as passed 11th May, 1846; the said citizens are com- 
pelled to pay tax to said corporation for improvements in said city, 
which is of no use or benefit to them, and otherwise are much 
vexed and troubled by this unnatural connection ; your commit- 
tee therefore have instructed me to report the accompanying bill, 
and reccommend its passage : 


- 


A i Why n i 


thay Prague te 


coeno een 


AR eee crm eM he 


T54 


A bilt entitled an.act to amerid the fifth section of an act to in- 

corporate the'city of New Braunfels; read first time. 
à Report and. bill’ received, to come up among the orders of the 
ay. ZEE 
À message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the-Hoüse of the passage of the following bill: 

An act to prevent controversies, originating: from a conflict of 
patents emanatiüg from the Republic or State of Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, an act to provide for the investigation 
of land titles in certain counties therein mentioned, with amend- 
ments from Senate ; was taken up, amendments adopted. 

Mr. Lewis moved the House insist upon the amendment adopt- 
ed by the House, and. a conxuittee of conference be appointed ; 
carried. 

Mr. Bee moved a reconsideration of the vote taken on the 
adoption of- the additional section ; carried ; and House refuse to 
concur. 

Whereupon, the chair appointed Messrs. Bee, Stapp, Russell, 
Tarrant and Lewis, said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Shelby, an act to prevent contro- 
versies originating from a conflict of patents.emanating from the 
Republic or Stateof Texas, was taken up and placed among the 
orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, an act to give to actual settlers 
a preference of location upon land on which they actnally reside, 


in the event of the claim under which they may: have settled be- 
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ing declared void and forfeited. 

Mr. Fields moved the bill be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the bill was laid on the table until 
to-morrow morning. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, a bill for the relief of Tilford’ Ba- 
ker, was taken np ; and, on motion, passed to third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, the rule was.suspended, bill read 
third time and passed. . l , 

Mr. Fields in the Chair. 
. On motion of Mr. Charlton; an act to incorpornte the Jasper 
Cotton Manufacturing Company, was taken up, with report fon 
committee on Internal-Improvement, reeommniendinig! its passage. 

‘On motion of Mr. Charlton, was ordered to be cngrassed ; and, 
on further moticn, the rule was suspended, bill read: third. time 
and passed by a constitutional majority. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, a bill to be entitled aiact' to change 
the name of George Harrak to: Georze W. Gibbs ; was taken up ; 
on motion, was-ordered to be engrossed, 
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~ On motion of Mr: Clough, the rule:was suspended, bill read 
third time, and the yeas and nays being called for om its passage; 
resulted'as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs Bee; Bryan, Charlton;Clements, Clough, Coch- 
ran, Cramp vf Bexar, Franklin, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, NicKinney, 
Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scot!, Selman, Smith of Red 
River, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Wilson, Winfield 

. and- Wren—27. j l 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Fields,.Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdo- 

‘ches, Shaw and Williams—7. 

So the bill passed. 

Mr. Smith of Red: River, one of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 

: CoMMITTEE Room, February 6, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. Q. KEENAN, 

BY Speaker of the Hlovse of Representatives: 
_ ‘The committee on the Judiciary, to whom.was-referred.a. bill 
to-be entitled:an. aet-to change the names of Magdelina-Margaret. 
and Roberta W, Sampson, to Magdelina Eliza Walker and: Ro- 
berta. W. Walker, have had the same. under consideration aud 


from all the facts and cireumstances of this particular case be- 


lieve that it is proper that the change shouldbe made, and a ma- 
jority of said committee have instructed me to report the bill 
back to the House with the following. amendments, aud recom- 
mend its passage; 


Amendments-—Aftcr the words “ Roberta W. Sampson” in the: - 


caption and. wherever they occur in the bill, insert * minor daugh- 
ters of the Rev. James Sampson.” 
p Report and. bill received, to come up among the orders.of the 
ay. 
On motion of Mr. Runnels, a bill to be entitled an act to-change 


the names of Magdalina. Margaret and Roberta W. Sampson, to. 


Magdalina: Eliza Walker and Roberta W. Walker; was taken up 
and. amendments recommended’ by judiciary committee adoptedi 


On motion of Mr. Runuels, was ordered to be engrossed ; and}. 


- on further m; tion, the rule was suspended, bill read third time 
and passed. 


On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the Sergeant-at-arms. was-dispatch-. 


ed for absentees. 

Mr. Hardeman of Naeoegdoches,. moved a. writ be issued. for 
absent. members and the Sergeant-at-arms, be directed to: bring- 
them within the bar of the House. 7 


Mr, Williams, by. leave, introduced- a-bill to beentitled an, act. 
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to change the name of Jesse Gilliam to that of Jesse Tarrant 
Gilliam; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, bil] read 
second time ; and, on further motion, was ordered to be engrossed. 
. On motion of Mr. Bee, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

On inotion of Mr. Selman, a bill to be entitled an aet requiring 
the Commissioners appointed by an act entitled an act creating 
the county of Cherokee, approved April 11, 1846, to deliver up 
certain documents and moneys therein mentioned ; was taken up 
and amend: ents from Senate concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, an act to incorporate Brazos, San 
Bernard and Oyster Creek Canal and Navigation Company ; was 
taken up. 

Mr. Bryan moved the House recede from their amendments, 
upon whicü the yeas and nays were called for, and resulted as 
follows : i 

Yeas— Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Crump of Bexar, Gillet, Johnson, 
Lewis, Polk, Russell, Scott, Shaw, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Wil- 
liams, Wilson and Wren—16. ED" 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Charlton, Cochran, Fields, 
Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Lloyd, McKinney, Rey- 
nolds, Runnels, Selman, Smith of Red River, Tarver, Whittle- 
sey and Winfield—16. 

So the House refused to recede, 

On motion of Mr. Polk, the House adjourned until two o’clock 
p. m. 


2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


aa 


. House met pursuant to, adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, Mr. McKinney was excused from 
attendance on the House for the present. 

The report of the committee of Conference upon the bill regu- 
lating the times of holding courts in the sixth, eighth and ninth 
judicial Distriets, and defining the boundaries thereof ; was read 
and adopted. ; 

A bill to incorporate the town of Livingston, with a substitute 
from the Senate ; substitute adopted. 

Mr. Lott, by leave, offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the committee on Public Printing, be request- 
ed to contract for printing two thonsand copies of the Captions 
of all acts and resolutions that have passed'tlie present session of 
the Legislature, provided the same can be done by Tuesday. next. 
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Mi. Smith of Red River, moved to strike out Tuesday and 1 in- 
sert Monday morning ; adopted. 

Mr. Fields moved to strike out “2000” and insert “500 ;? 
adapted. nana 

Question recurring on the resolution as amended, which was 
taken and adopted. 

Report of the committee on Claims and Accounts upon the 
petition of N. T. Byers; report adopted. 

. Mr. Williams, chairman of Select committee, made the follow- 
ing report: : 
j Committee Room, February 6, 1550. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The Special eon tes, to whom was relerred a bill for the re- 
lief of William E. Parker’; a bill for the relief ef William C. 
Harrison, and a bill for the relief of J. B. Hoxie, have had the 
same under consideration, and have instrveted me to report a 
substitute embracing the whole in one and the same bill and to 
recommend its passage. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of J. B. Hoxie, Wil- 
liam C. Harrison and William E. Parker. 

Report aud bill received, and on motion the substitute was 
adopted. 

On motion of M+. l'arrant, the bill was read third time and 
passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the Hadise that they had passed a substitute for a 
bill originating in the House, to be entitled an act to define the 
time of Holding the courts in the third judicial district. 

Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, chairman of the committee 
on Privileges and Election, made the following report : 

CommitTEeE Room, February 6, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Your committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill, entitled an act supplementary to an act regulating 
elections, passed March 16th, 1848, have had the same under 
consideration, and a majority instructe 'd me to report the bill baek 
to the House without amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the bill just reported relative to Elec- 
tions; was taken np. 

Mr. Fields moved to strike out Marion and insert Burnet. 
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Mr. Jowers moved- to strike out- Burnet and insert Trinity. 

Mr. Lewis moved to amend sa: as to include- the county. of. 
Bexar in the Western Congressional District: 

; Mr. Stapp moved its reference to the committee on Judiciary ; ; 
ost. 

Mr. Tarver moved its reference to a Select committee; carried}. 
whereupon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Smith of Red. River, 
Johnson, Russell and Stewart, said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, Mr.. McKinney was added to the 
Select committee just appointed. 

Ou motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the vote was reconsidered taken 
to-day” upon the report of the Conference committee, upon the 
bills relative to the sixth, eighth and ninth judicial districts. 

On motion of Mr. Whitilesey, the bill was. re-referred to the 
same committee. 4 

Mr. Clough, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, made- 
the following . report : 

Commarrree Room: Feb. 6, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the Elouse of Representatives : 

The committee on State Affairs, have had before them an act. 
to provide the mode for ascertaining the boundaries of land; they 
beg leave to report the bill back to the House for their action. 

a Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
ay. 

A message was reeeived- from:the-Senate through their. Secre- 
tary, informing- the House that it had adopted the report of the 
committee of Conference, npon a bill to be entitled“an act for the 
relief of the heirs and ‘legal representatives of William, Wallace, 
who fell at Goliad. 

That the Senate refused to concur in the amendment made by; 
the House, to a bill to establish-the La Salle and El Paso Rail- 
way Company ; ; and have appointed Messrs. Phillips, Van Derlip- 
and Portis, a committee of Conference, npon- part of the Senate, 
to act with like committee on part of the House ; 

Also, an aet to authorize Bartlett Simms to raise a location, 
therein named, and to locate the-same on any vacant lands; 

Also, a bill more permanenti y. loċating the seat of. justice of 
Grayson county, that originated in.the House, 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Red River, Mr. Whittlesey was 
added to the committee of Conference, on the bill relative to the 
sixth, eighth and ninth judicial distriets. |, pe 

A bill to establish the time of holding the District, Courts:in 
the 1st judicial.district—Senate's bill; read first time. -~ 
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On motion of Mr, Wilson, the rule was ‘suspended, and bill 
read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, the rule \ was further suspended, and 
the bill read third time and passed. 77 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had appointed Messrs. Kinney, Gage aud Phillips, 
a committee of Conference, to act with like committee on part. of 
the Honse, npon a bill to be entitled aur act to provide for the in- 
vestivation of Jand titles in certain counties therein mentioned, 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, a-bill for the relief of A. H. Cook; 
was taken up—Senate’s bill ; read a first time. 

On motion-of Mr. McKinney, the rule was suspended and bill 
read second time, aud passed to a third reading. 

On motion. of Mr. Jowers, a bill to. incorporate: the ‘Trinity. 
Navigation Company ; was taken up. 

Mr. Jowers offered the followiug amendmont: after the name 
of “E. Kaufman" add, “Thomas W. Scott and Rouland W. Box;” 
adopted. 

Ou motion of Mr. Jowers, the bill was ordered to be engross- 
ed ; and, on farther motion, the bill was passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Cochran, the rule was snspended ; he then 
offered the following amendment: add at the end of second sec- 
tion. “ provided; that nothing in this act shall beso construed as 


to give to this company, the exclusive privilege of navigating the `- 


Trinity river 5” adopted. 

On motion, "the bill was laid on the table for the present. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, Mr. Bogart was added'to the com- 
mittee of Conference, npori the bill in-reference to the sixth, eighth 
and ninth judicial districts. 

On motion of Mr. Charlton, a bill-to-be entitled an act for the 
relief of A. H, Cook, was taken up ; read third time and passed. 

On motion: of Mr. "Whittlesey, the bill to incorporate the Trin- 
ity Navigation Company was taken up.; read third time and - 
passed by. a constitutional majority. 

A bill to extend the provisinns of an act entitled an act to pro- 
vide for ascertaining the debt of the late- Republic of Texas, ap- 
proved March 20th, 1848 —House bill ;, with amendment from 
Senate; amendment concurred in. 

Joint resolution for the removal of Indians beyond the limits. 
of the State of ''exas—Senate's bill; read first-time. 

& bill relative to the proof of. the Statutes and Common Law 
ef the States and Territories of the United States —Senate’s bill; 
read first time: 

Joint resolution requiring:the, Clerk of the county Court of 
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Austin county, to record all the proceedings of the Alealde courts 
aud the Ayuutamien:o, which may at this time be feund in his 
office—Senate’s bill; with a report from the committee on the 
Judiciary ; rejected on passing to a third reading. 

A bill making appropriations of money to build a fire-proof 
Land Office, with a report of the committee on the Land Office 
recommending amendments; amendments adopted. 

Mr. Bee moved to strike out Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, and insert Governor ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read third time and passed. 7 i 

An act to establish the court of organization in the county of 
Santa Fe, and to define its jurisdiction and powers ; read second 
time. 

On motion of Mr, Sterne, the House adjourned until 9 o’clock 
to-morrow, a. m. 


Austin, February 7, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—-roll called—quorum 
present. ` 

Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Fields, charman of the committee on Finance, made the 
following report : . 
CowwrTTEE, Room, February 7, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Krenan, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Finance committee have had under consideration a bil] 
from the Senate to be entitled an act to raise a revenue by taxa- 
tion, and a majority of the committee instruct me to return the 
same without amendment, and recommend its*passage. The 
bill proposes to rednce the rate of taxation, from twenty cents on 
the hundred dollars to fifteen cents, and the poll tax from one 
dollar to fifty cents. The committee are of opinion that the 
great increase of popnlation which our State is daily receiving, 
and consequently increase of wealth, will justity this reduction, 
without reference to other sonrces from which revenue will pro- 
bably reach the treasurv ; and being decidedly opposed to the 
collection of a single dollar more than is actually necessary to 
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defray the current expenses of the government, the committee 
most earnestly recommend a favorable eonsideration of the sub- 
ject. A bill originating in the House on the same subject, which 
was also referred to the committee, is herewith returned, with 
the request that the same be laid upon the table, being precisely 
the same as the bill from the Senate. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Jowers, chairman of the committee on Federal Relations, 
made the following report : 

. CommtTrEE Room, February 7, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The resolution which was referred to the cnimittee on Federal 
Relations, instructing them to inquire into the expediency of 
adopting some plan to have the State of Texas represented in 
the Southern Convention, to be holden at Nashville on the first 
Monday in June next, has been duly considered, and they beg 
leave to report, that the importance of the subject presented for 
their deliberation, the momentous character of the question in- 
volved in any action which may be recommended, the responsible 


ant solemn duties of those who are called upon to represent our . 


interest, if the proposition for a convention be responded to, are 
all matters which tliey have weighed with the most serious con- 
sideration. i 

T'he conclusion which they have urged upon us is irresistible. 
The expediency of the measure proposed, to Meet in convention, 
is not a matter which your committee feel at liberty to discuss, 
Hor are they anxious to question ‘its propriety. Suffice it for 
them to know, that it has been thought advisable for the south- 
ern States to take counsel together aud devise some means for 
their mutual safety, and the preservation of their political and 
domestic institntions, and that our sister States are unhesitatingly 
‘responding to the call. ‘Shall Texas be represented in that sol- 
emn convocation? Shall the lone star, whose splendors even 
now gild the pages of history, around which cluster a galaxy of 
incident and romance unparalleled even in Grecian mythology, 
famed for her chivalry, and immortal for her deeds of valor and 
adventure—the resting place of the Heroes of the Alamo and San 
Jacinto—shall she be silent when her name is called? ‘Texas 
stands in a peculiar attitnde, and all eyes are turned upon her; 
she is regarded as the great battlefield on which the rights of the 
South are to be decided ;-upon her the issue is staked. 

That as one of the States of the American corfederacy, south- 
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thern in her geographical position, southern. in -her interests, 
southern .;n her character and leelings, she is most deeply and 
vitally interested in the questions which will be brought before 
the deliberations of the Southern Convention, is a fact too pal- 
pable to admit of argument, aud too grave to throw ohe shadow 
of doubt upon the position she will occupy. 

A due appreciation of the relations which Texas sustains to- 
wards the Union, has not escaped the minds of your committee. 
Being young, she has been slow to speak aud cautieus to aet. 

Sne has been proud to show, and anxious to sustain her cha- 
racter of devotion to the Union,and her ardent ambition to pre- 
serve inviolate the sacred guaranties of the Federal Constitution. 
But she is unwilling to be misrepresented; she is not uncon- 
scious of the duty she owes to her sister States, and she will 
pledge her integrity to co-operate in any measures which may. be 


‘necessary for the common welfare of the slaveholding States and 


the preservation of their rights. 

If the subject presented for the action of the committee .was 
one of ordinary political importance, they would pass it by. until 
a “ more conveniet season.” ‘They look upon the questions .in- 
volved in this proposition; the principles to be decided; the 
course of action to be pursned, as of the most serious and solemn 
import, and worthy the highest consideration. 

It is matter of the most sincere regret, that the southern States 
are driven to adopt a plan for their safety and protection—they 
have borne mueh to avoid it; but they believe the great crisis 
has come—a juncture in our history is presented of the most vi- 
tal importance. It presents this issue to: the South : Submission 
toan infringement on her rights, or a bold and-manly defence 
of the principles of the constitation. Which of these to choose 
is not a question. 

The known character of the people of the-South ; her devo- 
tion to the laws of the eountry ; her invariable-determination of 
action when great issues are at stake; her interest and vitality 
dependent upon her action on this, tell too plainly that she will 
assert and maintain the rights guarantied to her at every hazard. 
Upon the result hangs the destiny of the Union, the prosperity 
and happiness of the South. 

This deiermination is not the result of mad ambition or un- 
warranted zeal; it is no phrenzied passion or fancied delusion 
which urges them to this course. They feel themselves aggrie- 
ved. There is a point, beyond which to go forbearance ceases 
to be a virtue. On this point, the South must stand er fall—with 
united energy and fixed purpose. 
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:Bereft of-political and party ‘feeling, without regard to name 
or sect, invoking the spirit and letter of the constitution, the South 
declare themselves determined to resist oppression. They feel 
compelled to act. Never before has such a feeling been expressed. 
The great waters of public opinion are troubled; the mighty 
heart of the South is beginning to palpitate; would to God the 
. hand of the destroyer could be stayed. Heretofore the expedi- 
ency of action by the South has been a subject of argument and 
debate, but this doctrine has now passed discussion. While the 
South were -flattered with the belief that the agitators of this 
question were a few fanatics of the North, they remained satisfi- 
ed. That new developments are every day being made, whieh 
threaten the destruction of slavery, needs not the far-seeing-ken 
of the prophet to foresee. 

For further proof of this assertion, “let facts be submitted -to 
a candid world.” Abolition and free-soilism is no longer a name; 
it exists as a powerful organization. Already have they defined 
their mode of warfare and their points of attack. They are 
bringing every consideration to bear upon the subject, in order 
to excite and agitate the public mind. Their Legislatures meet 
and pass.resolütions instructing their delegates in Congress to 
restrict our privileges. Public officers are pledged to support 
their measures ; candidates for politieal offices are questioned as 
to the soundness of their faith. - ~ 

‘Northern presses are thundering against our institutions, which 
exist not only under, but’ over the constitution, and are urging 
upon the civilized world to aid them to exclude us from the pale 
of civilization: 

They propose to rob us of our territory acquired by the war 
with México, in which the eitizeus of the South participated, 
and the blood of her sons moistened every battle-field from the 
Rio Grande to the walls of the Montezumas. 

These are some of the reasons which have.urged the South 
to act on the defensive. If one solitary reason could be urged 
by the movers of this wholesale scheme of disorganization and 
disunion, other than that of a misguided philanthropy and vaun- 
ting charity, the South would still hope for, and still cling to the 
probability that the destroyer's hand would be stayed. 

Why,.then; will the North persist in a course of action whieh 
will inevitably drive the South to a position of determined and 
unqualified resistence, and a bold assertion to sustain their rights 
with their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor. 


‘With these reflections, your committee leave the subject, sub- 
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mitting with this report the accompanying resolution and ask its 


adoption : 
/ a W. G, W. JOWERS, Chairman. 

A joint resolution authorizing the Governor to appoint Dele- 
gates to the Nashville Convention ; read first time. ` 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : n 

CoMMITTEE Room, February 7, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G, KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Eingrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an aet to authorize the county courts of Galveston and 
Sabine to levy a tax not to exceed ten dollars on each suit here- 
a brought in the District Courts in said one asa jury 

un 

Also, a bill to he entitled an act to change the name of Geo. 
Harrell to Geo. W. Gibbs, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Smith of Red River, chairman of a Select committee, made 
the followiug report : l 

CowMrrTEE Room, February 7, 1850. 
To the Hon. €, G. Kernan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

“The Select committee, to whom was referred the bill to be en- 
titled an act sup plementary to an act regulating elections, passed 
March 16th, 1845, have had the same under e and 
have instructed me to report the bill back to the House, with the 
accompanying amendment, and recommend its passage. 

Amendment proposed by the committee: Strike out 4th and 
5th sections, and insert: 

Section 4. The Governor shall by proclamation cause elec- 
tions to be held on the first Monday in August, A. D. 1850, for 
the election of an Attorney-General, Comptroller of Public Ac- 
counts, State Treasurer, and District Attorneys for the several 
judicial districts, and in cases of vacancy before the expiration 
by limitation in either of said offices, or in the office of any 
Judge of the Supreme or District Courts or Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, the Governor shall by immediate proclama- 
tion cause elections to be held as soon as practicable to fill such 
vacancy; and the Governor shall in all cases, two months before 
the expiration by limitation of any of said offices, cause an elec- 
tion to be held for a successor therein. 

Section 5. In case of vacancy in the offiee of ComptroHer ot 
Public Accounts or State Treasurer, the Governor shall imme- 
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diately make a temporary appointment of some suitable person 
to fill such vacancy until the person elect shall have been duly: 
qualified ; and the person so appointed shall give bond as is re- . 
quired of those officers, and discharge-all duties as is required of 
them by law, aud be subject to the like penalties for malfeazance 
in oflice. 

Report, bill and ameudment recived, to come up among the 
orders of the day. i 

Ou motion of Mr. Bogart, the Orders of the Day and business 
on the Speaker's table were taken up. . 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Jowers, a committee of Conference was ap- 
pointed on a bill to create the county of Marion, and npon a bill 
to organize the.county of Marion. 

Whereupon, the chair appointed Messrs. Jowers, Wren and 
Sterne said committee. 

An det to establish the La Salle and El Paso Rail-way compa- 
ny, with a message from the Senate informing the House of. the 
appoiutment of a Conference committee. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, a committee of Conference was ap- 
poitited to act with Senate's committee, on the bill to establish 
the La Salle and El Paso Rail-way company. 

Whereupon, the Speaker appojnted Messrs. Lewis, Stapp and 
Russell said committee. i 

A bill for the relief of all just and bona fide holders or claim- 
ants to lands granted by the government of Spain or Mexico, or 
colonized and he'd in conformity to the laws of Mexico and the 
State of ''amaulipas, as recognized by the constitution and laws 
of the Republic and State of Texas, in the territory west of the 
Nueces river,and to prohibit patents from issuing thereon,that said 
holders or claimants may haye time to have registered and filed 
their muniments and warrants of title as this act shall direct: 

, Mr. Lewis offered the following amendment, to wit: 

. Add to the end of the first section, “ except on those claiming 
land heretofore surveyed in the county of Kinney, which may 
be patented.” g- 

. Mr. Scott offered the following amendment to the amendment 
offered by. Mr. Lewis : 

Amend so as to include the counties intended to be included, 
‘in. the bill. | 

Question recurring on the amendment of Mr. Lewis, it was 
adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. Bee, the bill was laid on the table for the. 


present. 4 
Mr. Sterne, by leave, offered the following resolution, to wit: 
Resolved, “That a committee of three be “raised to wait on his 
Excellency, the Governor, and inform him that the Legislature 
has resolved to adjourn sive die, on Monday the 11th instant, at 


12 o'clock M., and learn whether he has anything further to lay , 


before the D ature for its action. 

Resolution adopted ; whereupon, the Speaker appointed Mes- 
srs. Sterne, Bee and Bry an. 

On motion cf Mr. Tai a bill to give to actual settlers a 
preference of location upon land on which they actually reside, 
in the event of the claim under which they may have settled be- 
ing declared void and forfeited, was taken up. - 

"Mr. Tarrant moved to suike ot the word “and” between the 
words forfeited and void, aud insert “or”; adopted. 

Mr: Johnson moved to strike out one league, and insert 640 
acres. 

Mr. Fields offered the following as a substitute for the amend- 
ment of Mr. Johnson : 

And insert, *to the extent of the claim of the settler, not to 
exceed one league and labor”; adopted. 

Question recurring on the amendment as amended, it Was 
adopted. 

Mr. Scott moved to add at theelast of the section © 

Provided that nothing in this act shall be so construed as that 
any other person than the original locator shall have the pre- 
émption privilege, and in no ease shall the provisions of this act 
secure the relocation of larger grants than one league and labor. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following as a substitute for Mr. Scott's 
ameudment : 

Provided that this act shall not extend to any settlement made 
adversely to a title forone league and labor of land or less, which 
"was issued under the colonization laws of the Republie of Mexi- 
co, or of the State of Coahuila and Texas, before the closing of the 
Land Office in November, eighteen hundred and thirty- five, bnt 
that in such cases the law as it now is shall be the rule of de- 
cision ; ad&pted. 

-Mr Stapp moved to lay on the table. 

The yeas and nays being called for, were as follows : 

e Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Johnson, Jowers, 
Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Smith of Red. River, Stapp, 
'Tarver, Williams, Wilson and Wren—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Cochran, 
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Crump of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of N., Lewis, Lloyd, 
McKinney. Millican, Polk, Russell, Shaw, Sterne, Stewart, Far- 
raut, Whittlesey and Wiufield —21. 

So the motion to lay upon the table was lost. 

Mr. Tarver moved a call of the House ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the eall was suspended, 

Mr. Mullican offered an amendment to the amendment as sub- 
stituted : 

Provided that this section shall onty extend to grants within the 
limits of Austin’s, DeWitt’s and DeLeon’s colonies; adopted. 

Question recurring upon the amendment of- Mr, Wilson as 
amended, it was rejected. 

Mrs Tarver offered the following amendment : 

Strike out the caption, and inserf, “Aa act to encourage liti- 
gation.” 

‘The. yeas and nays being called for, were as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Charlton, Johnson, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, 
Smith of R. R., Stapp and Tarver—8. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, ° 
Cochran, Cramp of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Millican, Polk, 
Russell, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Shell jy, Sterne, Stewart, Tar- 
rant, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson, Winfield and Wren—30. 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Williams offered the following amendment : 

Provided that the provisions of this act shall not be construed 

so as to repeal or conflict with the provisions of an act to quiet 
land titles within the 20 frontier leagues bordering on the United 
States of the North, approved January 9, 1841 ; adopted. 

Mr, Whittlesey moved to engross the bill. 

Mr. Franklin moved to strike out “forfeited and void,” and 
insert * liable to forfeiture ” , adopted. 

Mr. Stewart offered the bwin. additional section : 

Any original grantee for one league and labor or less, and 
those lawfully claiming under him by purchase or descent, itt 
case Such grant shall be by any court of competent jurisdiction 
declared forfeited or void, or which from any cause may be lia- 
ble to forfeiture, shall have PM of location thereón over all 
persons whatsoever; Provided, that this section shall only extend 
to grants within the limits of ‘Austin’ s, DeWitt’s and DeLeon's 
colonies ; fost. 

Mr. Runnels moved a call of the House; carried. 

Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches moved "to suspend the call ; 
ost. 
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"Mr. Stewart moved to suspend the call ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Gillet, the bill was laid on the table for the 
present. X 

A message was received from the Senate, throngh their Secre- 
tary, iuforming the House that they had concurred in amend- 
ments made by the House to a joint resolution granting the right 
of way to the government of the United States for a Rail-Road 
to the Pacific ; , 

Also, that they had adopted the report of the committee of 
Conference upon a bill to be entitled an aet to provide for the 
investigation of land titles in certain counties therein mentioned; 

Also, that they had passed a bill originating in the House to 
be entitled an act declaring a portion of Caney Creek in Mata- 
gorda county a publie highway, and providing for the removal 
of the obstructions therein ; 

Also, that they had passed a bill originating in the Senate, to 
be entitled an act to authorize Charles Covington and his asso- 
ciates to establish a ferry across the river Yegua, and construct a 
eauseway across the bottom lands thereof. 

Mr. Bee, chairman of the committee of Conference, made 
the following report: 

. COMMITTEE Room, February 7, 1850. 
T'o the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee of Conference, to whom was referred an act to 
provide for the investigation of land titles in certain counties 
therein named, have conferred together upon the disagreement 
between the two Houses, and a majority have instructed us to 
recommend that the Senate recede from their additional section, 
No. 20, and that they concur in the amendment of the House to 


seetion 13. 
H. P. BEE, 
Chairman on the part of the House. 
H. L. KINNEY, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the report was adopted, 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House that they had passed the following 
bills originating in the Senate: 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs at law of 
Jesse Bledsoe, with amendments ; 

. Also, a bill to provide for the election of a Judge and District 
Attorney for the twelfth judicial district ; 
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Also, an act granting to Isaac Dewees and Thos. M. Brown 
the privilege of establishing a ferry across the river Sabine. 

Ou motion of Mr. Stewart, a bill to be entitled an act supple- 
mentary to an act regulating elections; passed March 16th, 1848, 
was taken up, With. report of committee recommending ‘amend- 
ments: 

Question was taken upon the first amendment offered by the 
committee ; adopted. 

Question upon the adoption of the substitnte of the commit- 
tee for 5th section. 

Mr. Franklin moved to amend, by striking out al] said section 
that relates to the appointing by the Governor. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the House adjourned until kalf- 
past 2 o’clock, p. m. 

HALF-PAST 2 O'CLOCK P. M, 
+ 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. 

Mr. Jowers, by leave, made the following feport : 

Commitrres Room, February 7, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives st 

The committee of Conference, to whom was referred an act to 
create the county of Marion, also, an act entitled an act organi- 
zing the county of Marion, have examined said bills and amend- 
ments of the Honse, and have made the following amendments 
and ask their adoption : 

Amendments : 

Strike out, in the first section of the bill creating*the county 
of Marioti, after the words * 'Vrinity river,” and insert, “at the 
lower corner of Henry Golman's survey of 980 acres ; thence 
north 514 degrees east to the Neches river.” 

Strike ‘ont * Marion” wherever it occurs in either bill, and in- 
sert “ Trinity.” : 

i W. G. W. JOWERS, 
: Chairman on part of the House. 
ISAAC PARKER, 
Chairman on ‘part of Senate. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the report was adopted. 

Question upon the adoption of the 5th section as offered by 
the committee. 
~ Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches moved a call of the House ;. 
lost. 

Mr. Burney moved to lay the bill on the table; lost. 
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The yeas and nays were called for upon the adoption of the 
amendment of the committee, and were as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Buruey, Charlton, Hardeman of N., 
Lloyd, Reynolds, Selman, Shaw, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Williams 
and Wren— 13. 

Nays— Messrs. Bogart, Cochran, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, John- 
son, Jowers, Lott, MeKinuey, Millican, Polk, Runnels, Russell, 
Scott, Smith of Red River, Tarrant, Tarver, Whittlesey, Wilson 
and Winfield— 2l. >» 

So the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Franklin moved to strike out the 5th section'of the bill. 

Mr. Stewart moved to strike ont all at end of the 5th-line in 
the 5th section of amendment. 

Question upon the motion of Mr. Franklin, the yeas and nays 
being called for, were as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Bryan, Franklin, Gillet, Johnson, McKinney, 
Scott, Smith, of R. R., Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Williams, Win- 
field and Wren —13. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Burney, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Fields. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Jowers, Lewis, ‘Lloyd, 
Lott, Millican, Polk, Reynolds, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Smith of 
Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Whittlesey and Wilson—24. 

So the motion to strike out was lost. 

On motion, bil! passed 10 third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the rule was suspended, so as to 
allow the bill to be amended. . 

Mr. Stewart offered the following amendment : 

Strike out first line of ninth section, and insert, “on the 60th 
day after” 

The yeas and nays being called for, were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Cochran, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 
Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Millican, Pol k 
Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Stapp, Sterne, Stew- 
art, Whittlesey, Williams and Wilson —30. 

Nays— Messrs. Scott, Smith of R. R., Tarrant, Tarver, Win- 
field and Wren—6. 

Mr. Fields moved to strike ont “Mation” wherever it occurs, 
and insert “ Trinity”; adopted. 

Ou motion, the rule was suspended, and the bill read a third 
time. 

The yeas and nays being called for upon the final passage of 
the bill, were as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Burney, Coens Cash: 
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ran, Fields, Hardeman of N., Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Milli- 
can, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Stapp, 
Sterne, Whittlesey and Wilson —23. 

Nays~--Messrs. Bryan, Franklin; Gillet, Johnson. McKinney, 
Scott, Smith of R. R., Tarrant, Tarver, Williams, Winfield and 
Wren—12. 

So the bill passed. 

‘Mr, Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made the following report: 

CommirTEE Room, February 7, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act for the relief of J. B. Roxie, Wm. C. Harrison 
and William E. Parker ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Mag- 
daline Margaret and Roberto W Simpson, minor daughters of 
the Rev. James Simpson, to Magdaline Eliza Walker and Rober- 
to W. Walker ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to change the name of. Jesse 
Gilliam to that of Jesse Tarrant Gilliam ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Trinity Na- 

vigation company, and find the same correctly engrossed. , 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Bryau, one of the goinmittee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report: 

COMMITTEE Room, February 7, 1850. 
To the Hon. C, G- KRENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bills: 

A bill to incorporate the Houston Plank Road Company ; 

A bili to incorporate Chappel Hill College ; 

A bill to be entitled an aet better defining the boundaries of 
Kaufman connty 5 

An act for the relief of Levine S. Sargent ; 

An act.to incorporate the Galveston Lodge No. 3, of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
John C. Ogden ; 

A bill concerning passengers coming to the State of Texas; 

A hill for the relief of David and Henry L. Lane and Wesley 
Byers, 

"And find the same correctly enrolled, and having been signed 
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by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of 
the Senate, were this day transmitted to his Excellency, the Go- 
vernor, for his signature. - 

Report accepted. — . . cB. ems 

On motion of Mr. Burney, a bill to authorize Bartlet Simms to 
raise a location therein named, and to locate the same on any va- 
cant land, was taken up—Senate’s bill; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read second time. ` i 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the rnle was further suspended, 
and the bill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Stewart moved to take up the appropriation bill ; carried. 

Mr. Scott moved to take up the Tax Bill; which motion was 
declared to be out of order. : 

Mr. McKinney moved to instruct the committee of Conference 
upon the bill to regulate salaries, etc., to have another meeting 
with the committee on part of the Senate, and report to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr. Stapp moved that another committee of Conference be ap- 
pointed upon the bill to regulate salaries, etc. 

On motion of Mrs Gillet, the bill to provide for the support of 
the governmeht, was laid on the table, and made the special or- 
der for to-morrow at 10 o'clock. : 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the bill to provide for registering 
land titles west of the Nueces; was taken up. 

Mr. Franklin offered the following amendments: strike out 
* caption and preamble” and insert, “a bill to be entitled an act 
for the relief of bona fide claimants to lands, entitled to the ben- 
efits of an act entitled an act to provide for the iuvestieation of 
land claims therein mentioned,” passed at this session of the Le- 
gislature ; adopted. 

After “State named and designated” in the seventh line, first 
section, insert, “a bill to be entitled an act to provide for the in- 
vestigation of land claims therein mentioned,” passed at this ses- 
sion of the Legislature ; and strike out the words * caption and 

reamhle" of this act; adopted. 

Add additional proviso at the end of the 3d sectiori : provided 
further, that this act shall not be construed asa legislative recog- 
nition of the grants or claims, which may be recorded and sur- 
veyed, until the Legislature may recognize the same after the re- 
port made in pursuauce of the provisions ofthe bill referred to in 
the caption of this act. : : 

Mr. Stewart offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ment: strike out “ recognition" aud insert, “any Legislative ex- 
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173 
pression of opinion as to the validity or invalidity of said titles ;" 
accepted. = 

The question recurring upon the amendment as amended, was 
taken ; adopted. Cem 

Mr. Franklin moved to strike out the Áth section ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the rule was suspended, aud bill read 
third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had adopted the report of the Confereuce com- 
mittee, upon a bill to create the county of Marion, and a bill to 
organize the county of Marion ; 

And that they had concurred in the amendment made by the 
House to a bill for the relief of the heirs of Tilford Baker ; 

Also, that the Senate had refused to eoneur in the amendments 
made by the House, to a joint resolution requesting onr Senators 
and Representatives in Congress to endeavor to secure the pas- 
sage of a law, requiring the United States District Court for the 
District of Texas, to be held at more places than one. 

Mr. Fields, by leave, chairman of the Special committee, made 
the following report: f 


COMMITTEE Room, February 7, 1850. - 


'Fo the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, — 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


_ ‘The Special committee, to whom was referred a bill to be en- 

titled an act to amend the 14th, 17th and 20th section of an act 
entitled an act to provide for the Assessment and Collection of 
Taxes, approved March 20th, 1848 ; have considered the subject, 
and have instructed me to report the bill herewith submitted, as 
a substitute for the same, and. respectfully to recommend its pas- 
sage; this substitute, in the main is similar to the bill originally 
reported by the Finance committee with, as the Special commit- 
tee believe, material amendments, ` 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the substitute was taken up. 

Mr. Scott moved the report and substitute be laid ou the table ; 
lost. . 
Question reenrring on the adoption of the substitute as report- 
ed, upon which the yeas and nays were called for, and resulted 
"as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart. Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Cochran, Fields, Franklin, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, McKinney, 
‘Millican, Polk, Runnels, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red 
River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Whit- 
tlesey, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—29. 
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. Nays— Messrs: Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Reynolds, Scott and 
Wren—A, ; 

So the snbstitute was adopted. 

Mr. Wilson moved the bill be engrossed. 

Mr. Runnels offered the following amendment to come in at 
the end of section thirty-four: “ and shall become public domain 
subject to locatiow by any person bolding a legal land warrant 
against the State, by sech person paying the amount of Tax for 
which such laud was sold, with one hundred per centum there- 
on atid costs of sale, and all Taxes that would have accrued on 
such land from the date of the sale to that of its re-location the 
same as if such sale had not taken place; and such portion of said 
Tax with the per centum thereon, shall remain in the treasury 
to the credit of the county for which it may have been levied, 
subject to the order of the county treasurer; provided this sec- 
tiou shall not be construed to the prejudice of minors ;” rejected. 

Question recurring on Mr. Wilson's motion, was ‘taken aud 
carried ; on motion, bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Bryan moved the rule be suspended by four-fifths, and bill 
read third time; carried. 

Mr. Bee moved the bill be read by its caption and passed. 

Objection being made on constitutional grounds, the yeas and 
nays were called Tor, and resulted as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nac., 
Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, McKinney, Millican, Polk, Reynolds, Rus- 
sell, Selman, Smith of Shelhy, Stapp, Stewart, Whittlesey, Wil- 
liams, Wilson and Winfield—27. 

Nays-— Messrs. Gillet, Runnels, Shaw, Smith of Red Raver, 
Sterne, Tarrant and Wren- 7. 

So the bill was read by its ‘caption and passed. 

Mr. Barney, chairman of the committee on Private ‘Land 
Claims, by leave, made the following report : 

CoMmurvTEE Room, February 7, 1850. 
To the Hon, C. G. KEENAN,. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Private Land, Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of Alexander Wright, have bad the same under cou- 
sideration, and iustrücted me to report the followiug joint resolu- 
tion for his relief, and recommend its passage : 

Joint resolution for the relief of Alexander Wright; read first 
time. 

Report and joint resolution received, to come up among the 
orders of the day. 


a 
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On motion of Mr. Bryan, an act to authorize and require the 
Auditor and Comptroller, to audit and allow asa valid claim 
against the Republic of Texas, a debt contracted to pay the ex- 
penses of the escort for General-Santa Anna from Texas to 
Washington city ; was taken up; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the rule was suspended, and bill read 
second time; and, on motion, passed tv a third reading; and, on 
further motion, the rule was suspended, bill read third time and 
passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the adoption of the report of the coininittee of Conference, on 
a bill to be eutitled an act to define the time for holding the Dis- 
trict Courts, for the fifth and sixth judicial districts, 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, an aet for the relief of the heirs at 
law of Jesse Bledsoe ; was taken up, anu amendments from Sen- 
ate coucurred in. 

Mr, Clements moved to adjourn until seven o’clock, p.m. 

Mr. Runnels moved to amend by adjourning until nine o’clock 
to-morrow morning ; lost. 

Question taken on Mr. Clements motion, and adopted. - 

So the House adjourned until seven o'elock, p. m. . 

7 O'CLOCK, P. M, 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —and a quo- 


rüm not appearing, 
Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdocher, moved to adjonrn until half- 


pastmine o'clock, to-morrow morning ; lost. 

Mr. McKinney i moved to adjourn until nine o’elock, to-morrow 
morning; lost. 

Mr. Stewart moved to adjourn until half-past eight, to-morrow 


morning ; lost. 
Mr. Bogart moved to adjourn uñtil three o’clock, p. m. to-mor- 


row ; lost. 
On motion of Mr. Jowers, the House adjourned until nine 


o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


Austin, Febr unary § 8, 1850. 


House met pursuant to’ adjournment—roll alot anor 
present. - * 

Journal of preceding day read and adopted. 

Ou motion, the Hon. J. Pinckney Heuderson, was invited to a 
seat within the bar-of the House, 
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Mr. Fields, chairman of the Finance committee, made the fol- 
lowing report: 
CommitTre Room, February 8, 1850, 
'To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, = 
Speaker of the House’ of Representatives : 
The Finance committee return a joint resolution for the pay- 
ment of outstanding claims against certain offices of government, 
and ask that it be laid wpon the table; the amounts proposed to 
be settled are provided for in the general appropriation bill. 
Report and resolution received, to come up among the orders 


of the day. ? 


Mr. Russell, one of the committee on Claims and Accounts, 

made the following report : s mE 
CouMrTTEE Room, February 8, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: " 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
the petition of Joseph H. Wood, asking that restitution be made 
to him for losses snstained during the revolution of the late Re- 
public of Texas, have given to the subject that deliberation which 
its importance demands; your committee are fully aware of the 
intense interest and anxious solicitude which is felt by many of 
our best citizens throughout the State on this imporumt subject, 
for the very good reason, that many of them have snffered great 
loss of property from the ravages of the enemy, which to them 
was unavoidable. Your committee occupy the exceeling- 
ly unenviable position, where the discharge of a public duty 
brings them in contact with their warmest sympathies; but while 
they deeply commiserate the sufferings and losses of those of our 
citizens who have shared so largely 1n the trials, privations and 
difficulties incident to a State of revolution, they feel impelled by 
a sense of duty, of public policy, and a due regard to long and 
well established precedents, to recommend that the doors ef the 
Legislaiure be keept firmly closed to the admission of all and every 
claim of this character. Your committee are of the opinion, that 
if this class of claims were to be sanctioned by legislative action, 
the time would not be far distant, when bankrnptey abd rnin 
would be at our doors ;' entertaining these views, and actnated by 
such motiges. the committee have instructed me to.return the pe- 
tition and vouchers to the House, and respecttully ask to be dis- 
charged from a further consideration of the subject. 

Report received to come up with the orders of the day. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : ` > 


TIT 


COMMITTEE Room, Pey 8, 1850. 

To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Eingrossed. Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills: 

A biil to be entitled an act to incorporate the Jasper Manufact- 
uring Company ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act making an appropriation of 
money to build a fire-proof Land Office ; and find the same cor- 
rectly engrossed. 

. Report accepted, 

Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the foliowing report ; 

^ | ComwvrTEE Room, February 8, 1850. 
To ie Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined the follow- 
ing bills, to wit : 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to establish the judicial 
districts of the District Courts ; 

Also, an act regulating Estrays ; 

Also, a bill for the relief of Greenberry Logan and Joseph 
Taylor; 

Also, an act to create the county of Uvalde; 

. Also, an act requiring the Commissioners appointed by an aet 
entitled an act creating the county of Cherokee, approved April 
the 11th, 1846, to deliver up certain documents and moneys there- 
in mentioned ; - 

. Also, an actfor the relief of Martha MeBride and Margaret 
Garnett ; 

Also, a bill more permanently locating the seat of justice of 
. Grayson county ; 

Also, an act for the relief óf Wm. McMasters, late Sheriff of 
Brazoria county ; 

*'Also, an act to incorporate the Galveston and Brazos Naviga- 
tion Company ; 

Also, an act to extend the provisions of an act entitled an act 


to provide for ascertaining the debt ofthe late Republic of Texas, . 


approved March 20th, 1848 ; 


Also, an act to incorporate the La Beyeue Academy, in the > 


city.and county of Matagorda ; 

Also, an act for the relief of Melville Lanehis : 

Also, an act to define the boundary line between "Gonzales and 
Caldwell county ; 
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Also, an act to-anthorize Bailey English, Thomas Cowart and 
their associates, to construct a Turnpike road from the town of 
Bonham, in thé county of Fannin, across the Bois d’Arc bottom 
to the high land on the east side of said stream, in the direction 
of the town of Paris,in Lamar county ; l 

Also, an acı to define the time of holding the courts in the 
twelfth judicial district ; 2 

Also, a joiut resolution for the relief of John P. Rosier, 

Aud find the same correctly eurolled, and having been signed 
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of 
the Senate, were this day presented to his Eixcelleucy, the Gover- 
nor, for his approval. / : 

Report accepted, 

Mr. Stapp, from the Special committee, made the following 
report : : 
CowMrrTTEE Room, February 8, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. Kennan, 

: Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

'Fhe Special committee, to whom was referred a resolution of 
the House of Representatives, requiring them_to investigate the 
manner in which James W. Webb discharged his duties as Dis- 
trict Attorney for the eleventh indiciai district, the character of 
services performed while acting as such, the amount of money 
drawn from the treasury as compensation for such services, etc. 
etc. ; have had the same under consideration, and have instruct- 
ed me to report : that on the 16th day of March, A. D., 1548, 
James W. Webb, was appointed District Attorney for the eleventh 
judicial district, that he received in advance, from the treas- 
sury of the State, one year’s salary, amounting to four hun- 
dred and eighty-five dollars and forty-four cents ; and that he res- 
igned his office in April, A. D., 1849. As to the amount and char: 
acter of services performed, your Committee can anly refer to the 
accompanying statement of Mr. Webb addressed to the chairman 
of the committee, and which they ask may be read and received 
as part of this report; all of which is submitted fcr the action of 
the House, and your committee asks to be discharged froma the 
further consideration of the same. 

Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr, Bryan, one of the committee on Eurolled Bills, made the 
following report : 

COMMITTEE Room, February 8, 1850. 
'To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined and find 


correctly enrolled, the following bills, to wit : 
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An act for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Wm. Wallace, who fell at Goliad ; 

A bill for the relief of Charles S, Stanly ; 

-Joint resolntion for the relief Sammel.G. Norvell ; 

Joint resolution granting the right of way to the United States 
for a Railroad to the Pacific Ocean; 

A bill to authorize the Commissioner of the Gerferal Land 
Office, to receive from the Secretary of State, the Archives of 
Martin De Leon’s Colony, and deposit the same in the General 
Land Office, 

The same having been signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and President of the Senate, was this day pre- 
sented to the Governor for his signature. 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Wilson, chairman of the committee of Canference on part 
of the House, made the following report : 

‘CommiItTEE Room, February 8, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speuker of the House of Representatives : 

The joint committee of Conference, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled an act to fix the salaries and per diem pay of 
officers, not otherwise provided for by law ; herewith report that 
the engrossed bill referred to your committee, has been lost or 
mislaid ; your Committee procured the original bill introduced 
in the Senate, and after confering freely upon the matters of dis- 
agreement of the two Houses, have unanimously agreed to the 
substitute herewith reported and recommend its passage. 

JAMES C. WILSON, 
Signed, Chairman on part of the House. 
D. C. VAN DERLIP, 
Chairman on part of the Senate. 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. À 

Mr. McKinney introdnced a joint resolution authorizing the 
Supreme Court to occupy one of the chambers of the Capitol ; 
read first time. 

Mr. Franklin gave notice that he would on to-day, introduce a 
bill to amend the third section of an act entitled an act to organ- 
ize the District Courts, and to define their powers and jurisdiction. 

Mr. Bryan introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, be authorized to employ such additional assistance as may 
be required to aid the enrolling, or other clerks of the House of 
Representatives, in the performance of their duties to be paid out 
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of the contingent fund of the Legislature ; and who shall receive 
the same per diem pay as other clerks of the House of Represen- 
tatives ; adopted. 

Mr. Stapp introduced the following: 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on Public Debt on the part of 
the House of Representatives, to whom was referred the repart of 
the Auditor and Comptroller, be requested to report to this House 
on to-morrow morning, the result of their investigation in relation 
to the debt of the late Republic of Texas ;; adopted, 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the Orders of the Day, and business 
on the Speaker's table were taken up. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. McKinney, a joint resolution authorizing 
the Supreme Court to occupy one of the chambers of the Capt. 
tol, was taken up; read second time. 

On motion of Mr, Wilson, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Hardeman of Nacogdoches, the rule was 
suspended, and bill read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Sterne, a bill for the relief o£ Wm. W, Wal- 
lace, was taken up; read first time. 

Mr. Whittlesey moved to suspend the rule that the bill be read 
a second time ; bil! read second time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the rule was suspended, and bill ` 
read third time atid passed. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, a bill for the relief of Edward Miles, 
with ameudment from the Senate was taken up; amendment 
concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, a bill for the relief of George C. 
Arnest was taken up—Senate’s bill; read first time, 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Lloyd, the act to establish the salary and 
per diem pay of officers, not otherwise provided for by law. with 
a report from the committee of Conference, was taken up; on 
motion, the report was adopted. 

Mr. Wilson, one of the Judiciary committee, made the follow- 
ing report: 
CommıTTEE Room, February 8, 1850. 
Hon. €. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of“ Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
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to provide for supplying the records of the courts and differetit 
public offices in the State, when the same have been destroyed or 
may be destroyed by fire or other casualty, and to preserve the 
rights of parties therein; having considered the same, have in- 
structed me to report the following substitute, and recoinmend its 
passage. l 
: Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. Franklin, ehairman of the Judiciary Committee, made the 
following report : 

CommITTEE Room, February.8, 1850. * 
To the Hon, C. G. KEENAN, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred am act 
to make valid to the heirs of deceased persons, patents issued for 
land after their demise, have had the same under consideration, 
and instructed meto report the bill back to the House, and recom- 
mend its passage. 

! Report aud. bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
ay. ; : 
Da motion of Mr. McKinney, the bill to be entitled*an act to 
provide a remedy for the loss or destruction of records and papers 
_ appertaining to proceedings in the courts of this State, with a re- 
port from the Judiciary committee recommending a substitute ; 
was taken. up. l 

On notion of Mr. McKinney, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

.. On motion of Mr: Franklin, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read third time and passed. . 

Mr. Tarver moved to take up the report and resolution relative 
to the appointment of Delegates to the Southern Convention to 
be held at Nashville; the yeas and nays being called, were as 
follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bryan, Charlton, Clements, Clough, Crump of 
Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, Lewis, Lott, Polk, Russell, Stapp, Tar- 
ver, Wilson and Winfield —14. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, Cochran, Fields, Hard- 
eman of Nac, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, McKinney, Reynolds, 
Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith of 
Shelby, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Williams and Wren—22.  - 

So the motion to take up the report and resolution was lost, 

À bill entitled an act making appropriations for the support of 
the government for the years 1850 and 1251, made the special 
order for en o'clock. 
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Mr. Fields moved to re-refer the bill to the Finance committee. 

Mr. Runnels moved to amend the motion hy adding, “and that 
they be instructed to report in one hour;” accepted. _ 

Motion as atnended carried. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, a bill to authorize the withdrawal 
from the General Land Office, of deeds issaed on paper of the 
second seal, was taken up; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read second time. : 

, On motion of Mr. Stapp, the rule was further suspended, and 
the bill read third time and passed. 

Mr. Polk moved to take upa bill to provide for the distribution 
of the School Fund, etc. ; the yeas and nays being called for, 
resulted as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Charlton, Clough, Fields, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, Millican, 
Polk, Revnolds, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith 
of Sn Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Williams, Wilson and Wren 
—24. 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Cochran, Gillet, Russell, 
Stewart, Tarver and Winfield —10. 

So the bill was taken up. 

Mr. Wilson moved the indefinite postponement of the bill ; the 
yeas and nays being called for, were as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Cochran, Crump 
of Bexar, Gillet, Lewis, Russell, Shaw, Stewart, Tarrant, Tar- 
ver, Wilson and Winfield—15. ` 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Charlton, Clough, Fields, Franklin, 
Hardeman of Nac., Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Millican, Polk, 
Reynolds, Scott. Selman, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, 
Stapp, Sterne, Williams and Wren—21. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. McKinney moved to lay on the table ; the yeas and nays 
being called for, were as follows: x 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Cochran, Crump 
of Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, McKinney, Russell, Shaw, Stewart, 
Tarver, Wilson and Winfield—15, 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Clough, Fields, Hardeman of Nac., 
-Sohnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Millican, Polk, Reynolds, Scott, 
Selman, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, 
Tarrant, Williams and Wren—2v. 

So the motion to lay on the table was lost. 

Mr. Gillet moved a call of the House; carried: 

Mr. Lott moved to suspeud the call ; lost. _ 
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Mr, Tarrant moved to suspend the call; lost. 

Mr. Stapp moved to suspend the call; carried. 

Mr. Stapp moved to lay on the.table until three o’clock. 

Mr. Tarver moved to lay on the table until the 4th day of July 
next; the yeas and nays being called, were as-follows: . 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bre, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, Lewis, Lloyd, McKinney, 
Runnels, Russell, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Sterne, Stewart, 
Tarrant, Tarver, Wilson and Winfield —22. 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Clough, Fields, Hardeman 
of Nac.. Johnson, Jowers, Lott, Millican, Polk, Reynolds, Scott, 
Selman, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Williams and Wren—17. 

So the motion to lay on the table prevailed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had refused to adopt the report of the committee 
of Conference, upon a bill to establish the Salaries and per diem 
pay of officers, not otherwise provided for by law ; 

And had passed also, a bill to amend an act entitled an act for 
the incorporation of the city of Laredo ; 

Also, a substitute for a bill to amend the fourth section of an 
act, approved March 13th, 1848, entitled an act to amend sec- 
tions ten, eleven, thirteen and twenty-two, of an act td organize 
the Supreme Court of the State of Texas, approved May 12th, 
"1846 ; l i 

Also, an act to incorporate the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Col- 
orado Railroad Company, with amendments. 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 

CowMirTEE Room, February 8, 1850. 


T'e the Hon. C. Q. Keenan, " 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
joint resolution for the relief of persons who obtained uncondi- 
tional certificates from the connty court of Grimes county, sitting 
as a Board of Land Commissioners, issued between the day 
of July, 1848, and the day of December, 1848. 

Amendments—In the fourth line of the caption, after the word 
t between? insert, “the first ;” in last line of the caption, fill the 
blank with the words, “thirty-first ;” fill the blank in the third 
line of the resolution with “first,” and the blank in the fourth 
line, with “ thirty-five.” 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 


day. 
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Mr. Burney, -chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report : 

' COMMITTEE Roen, Feb, 8, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined a bil: to be 
entitled an act to provide for the investigation of land titles in 
certain counties therein mentioned ; and find the same correctiy 
enrolled. 

Report accepted. 

Mr. Jowers made the following report from the committee on 
Engrossed Bills: 

COMMITTEE Rosa. February 8, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a joint res- 
olution authorizing the Supreme Court to hold their sessions in 
the capitol of the State; and find the same correctly engrossed. 

. Report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Gillet, a joint resolution authorizing the 
Comptroller of public accounts, to settle with P. H. Bell, late 
Captain of Texas mounted volunteers ; was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Gillet, was ordered to be engrossed ; on fur- 
ther motion, the ‘rule was 'suspended, bill read a third time and 

assed. 
i Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the : 
following report : 
_ Commirrer Room, February 8, 1850, 
To the Hon. C. Q. Krenay, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Finance committee herewith return the appropriation 
bill, which will be found to correspond with the act regulating 
Salaries. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, a bill to be entitled an act making 
appropriations for the snpport of the government, for the years 
1850 and 1851; was taken up, and amendments from committee 
adopted. 

Mr. Lewis offered the following amendment: strike.out “five 
hundred dollars, and insert one thousand dollars" for Spanish 
Translator; adopted ; also the following: “and public documents;” 
adopted. 

Mr. Jowers offered the following amendment: strike out the 
“pension for Mary Millsap and family ;” the yeas and nays being 
called, resulted as follows: 
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Yeas—Messrs, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clangh Cochran, 
Hardeman of N., Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Reynolds, Runnels, 
' Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River and Wren—16. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryar, Clements, Crnmp of 
Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Lewis, McKinney, Millican, 
Polk, Russell, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, 
Tarver, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—23. 

So the House refused to adopt the amendment. 

Mr. Jowers in the Chair. 

Mr. Tarver offered the following amendment : strike out “seven 
hundred" and insert “eight hundred dollars,” for Book-keeper in 
Comptroller's Office. 

The yeas and nays were called for on striking out and insert- 
ing. and resulted as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Crump of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nac., Lewis, 
McKinney, Millican, Russell, Scott, Shaw, Smith of S., Stapp, 
Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Williams, Wilson and Win- 
field —25. MP 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Cochran, Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, 
Lott, Polk, Reynolds. Runnel, Selman, Smith of Red River, 
Whittlesey and Wren—-13. l 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Bee offered the following: for rent of House for residence 
of the Governor, five hundred dollars annually. 

Mr. Clements offered the following as an amendment to Mr. 
Bee’s: resolved, that five hundred dollars, or so much thereof as 
is necessary to impróve the publie building that the Governor 
occupies, to make the same comfortable. 

Ou motion of Mr. Tarrant, the House adjourned until half- 
past two o'clock, p. m. É : 
HALF-PAsT 2 O'CLOCK. 

House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 
present. . 

Question pending Mr. Clements’ amendment to Mr. Bee's 
amendment, ` ae ] 

Mr. Stapp offered the following as a substitute for Mr. Cle- 
ments’ amendment, which was accepted: “for the procurement 
of a suitable residence for the Governor of the State, the sum of 
five hundred dollars annually, in accordance with an act approv- 
ed February 16, 1848; should the same be necessary." 

Mr. Scott offered the following to the substitute : “in the event 
that the seat of government is removed from its present location; 
rejected, 
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Question recurring on Mr. Stapp’s substitute, the yeas and 
nays were called for, and resulted as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, ‘Bryan, Clements, Franklin, Gil- 
let, Hardeman of Nac. Jowers, Lewis, McKinney, Russell, 
Shaw, Smith of Red River, Stapp. Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, 
Tarver, Williams, Wilson and Winfield —21. l 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, 
Johnson, Lloyd, Polk, Reynolds, Scott, Selman and Wren-—12. 

So the’substitnte was adopted. 

Mr. Tarver moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Clements offered the following amendment: strike out 
** $700" for clerks in the Land Office, and insert $750" in lieu 
thereof; the yeas and nays were called, and resulted as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Fields, Frank- 
lin, Lewis, MeKinney, Millican, Russell, Scott, Smith of Shelby, 
Sterne, Stewart, Tarver and Winfield-- 16. 

Nays—Messrs. Bagart, Burney, Chariton, Clough, Cochran, 
Gillet, Hardeman of Nac., Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Polk, Rey- 


. nolds, Selman, Shaw, Smith of R. R., Stapp, Tarrant, Whittle- 


sey, Williams, Wilson and Wren— 21. 
So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. Lewis offered the following additional section : “ for trans- 

lating and priuting the laws of a general nature, into the Ger- 

man language, $500 ;” rejected. ` 
On motion of Mr. Bogart, the previous question was had. 
: Mr. Scott moved a call of the House ; lost. - 
Question recurring on Mr. Tarvers motion to Engross was 
taken ; and the yeasand nays were called. and resulted as follws: 
. Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan; Burney, Clements, 

Clough, Cochran, Hardeman of Nac., Johnson, Lewis, Lloyd, 

Millican, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, 

Sterne, Stewart, Tarver, Williams, Wilson and Winfield —23. 
Nays—Messrs. Chariton, Fields, Gillet, Jowers, McKinney, 

Polk, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, Tarrant, Whittlesey and 

Wren—13. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed 

Mr. Tarver moved the rule be suspended, and bill read a third 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, tlie reading was postponed until the 

Chief Clerk could arrange the ameudinents. 

Mr. Russell in the Chair. 

Mr. McKinney made the following report: — — 

[* No report in the copy furnished the printer.] 

Report received, to come up among the orders of the day. 
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À message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the-House of the passage of the following joint 
resolution proposing an amendment to the constitution ; and the 
Senate had adopted the following resolution : . 

Resolved by the Senate, the House concurring, That the com- . 
mittee on printing of the two Houses, be instructed jointly, to 
contract for the printing of one thousand copies of the report and 
accampanying documents of the joint committee to examine the 
> books and vouchers in the Comptroller's and "'reasurer's Office ; 
and that the receipt of the Secretary of State that the same has 
been deposited in his office, shall be sufficient authority for the 
Comptroller to draw on the Treasurer for the amount stipulated 
in the contract; and that the Secretary of State be required to , 
transmit ten copies to .each member of the present Legislature, 
one copy to the Chief Justice, Clerk of the District and County 
Courts of each of the counties in this State. 

And the Senate had refused to concur in the amendment adopt- 
ed bv, the House, to an act to ineorporate Brazos, San Bernard 
and Oyster Creek, Canal and Navigation Company ; and had ap- 
‘pointed Messrs. Phillips, Van Derlip and Robertson, a committee 
` of Conference, and desired a like committee on part of the House. 

On motion of 'T'arver. a committee of Conference, to act. with 
a like committee on part of the Senate, on a joint resolution re- 
questing our Representatives, and insiructiig our Senators in the 
United States Congrers, to procure an additional District of the 
District Court of the United States, ete., was appointed, 

The chair appointed Messrs. Tarver, Stewart, McKinney and- 


Stapp. - 


On motion of Mr. Jowers, a bill to be entitled an act to estab- 


lish certain Judicial Districts, and to define the time for holding 
the District Courts therein ; was taken, up. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, was re-ferred to a Select commit- 
tee; the chair appointed Messrs. Williams, Bogart, Whittlesey 
and Jowers, said committee. 

Mr. Franklin introduced a bill to be entitled an aet to amend 
the 3d section of an act entitled an act to organize the District 
Courts, and to define their powers and jurisdietion ; read first time. 

On. motion of Mr. Franklin, the rule was suspended, bill read 
second time. D 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, the rule was further suspend a, 
bill read a third time and passed, f 
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On motion of Mr. Wilson, an aet to provide the mode of as- 
certaining the boundaries of lands, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr, Jowers moved the suspension of the rule, that the bill be 


‘read a third time. 


On motion of Mr. Burney, the vote just taken on the engross- 
ment of the bill, was reconsidered. 

* Mr. Bogart offered the following amendment: after the word 
* any? first section, seventh line;itsert the word “such;” adopted. 

Mr. Clements offered the following amendment: resolved, that 
the person who applies to have the survey made, shall pay the 
expense of such survey; the yeas aud hays being called for, 
resulted as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Fields, Lewis, Lloyd, Millican, Shaw, Smith, 
of Shelby, Stewart, Tarver. Winfield and Wren—17. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of 
Nae., Johnson, Jowers, McKinney, Polk, Reyno! ds, Runnels, 
Russell, Scott, Selinan, Smith of Red River, Stapp, ‘Tarrant, 
Williams and Wilson—19. 

. So the amendment was rejected. 

. Mr. Wilson moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Winfield moved to re-refer to committee ; lost. 

Mr. Fields moved to postpone the bill until the 10th day of 
March next; upon which the yeas and nays were called, and 
restilted as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Bee, Burney, Charlton, Clements, Cochran, 
Fields, Shaw, Stewart, Tarver, Winfield and Wren—11. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bogart. Bryan, Clough, Franklin, 
Gillet, Hardeman of Nac., Jolinson, Lewis, Lloyd, McKinney, 
Millican, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, ‘Scott, Selman, Smith 
of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Whittle- 
sey, Williams and Wilson—26. ' 

The House refused to postpone until 10th day of March. 

Mr. Polk moved the bill be engrossed ; the yeas and nays were 
called for on Mr. Polk's motion, and resulted as follows : 

Yeas — Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of 
Nac., Lewis, McKiuney, Polk, Russell, Selman, Sterne, Tarrant 
and Wilson—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Clements, 
Clough, Cochran, Fields. Johnson, Jowers, Lloyd, Millican, Rey- 
nolds, Runnels, Scott, Shaw, Smith of R. R., Smith of S., Stapp, 
Stewart, Tarver, Whittlesey, Williams, Winfield and Wren —25. 

So the House refused to engross. 
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A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House that the Senate had refused to concur 
in the amendments adopted hy the House, to a bill to be entitled 
an act supplementary to an act regulating Elections, passed March 
16, 1848; and had appointed Messrs. Pease, T' aylor and Ward, 
a committee of Conference, and desired a like cominittee on part 
of the House. l 

Mr. Millican, chairman of the committee on Claims and Ac- 
- counts, made the following report : 

-CowwrrTEE Room, February 8, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom was referred 
the memorial of Samuel St. John, jr., of the State of Connecticut, 
have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to report 
the accompanying bill, and recommend its passage. 

‘A bill to be entitled an act to grant twelve thousand acres of 
land serip,to Mrs. Sophia J. St. John, wife of Samuël J. St. 
John, jr., read first time. 

J Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
ay. : ` 

Mr. Franklin, ‘chairman of the Judiciary committee made the 
following report : 

CowmMrrTEE Room, February 8, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Judiciary committee, to whom was referred an act to en- 
able emigrants from foreign countries to hold lands in Texas ; 
have had the same under consideration, and instructed me to re- 
port the bill back to the House, aud recommend its passage, with 
the accompanying amendments : 

In seventh line, second section, after the word “lands” insert, 
where the title is derived from the Republic of Texas or the 
State of Texas, or 1s expressly recognised by the constitution and 
laws of the Republic of Texas or of the State of Texas. 

Add to the end of the Ist seetion, “provided. the party entitled 
to the benefit of this act shall forfeit all rights acquired under it, 
unless he shall become naturalized aecording to the laws of the 


United States, unless he should die before the expiration of the - 


time required for naturalization by the laws of the United States.” 
Report, bill and amendments received, to come up among the 
orders of the day. 
Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 
made che fol owing report : 
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Commitrree Room, February 8, 1850, 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: ' 
The committee on Enigrossed Bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act to provide for the Assessmeut and Collection of 
Taxes ; E A 
Also, a bill to be entitled an act to amend the third section of 
an act entitled an aet to organize the District Courts, and to de- 
fine their powers and jurisdiction ; and fiud the same correcily 
engrossed. 

Report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Red River, the Appropriation Bill 
was taken up; and read third time ; : 

The veas and nays were called for on its final passage, and 
resulted as follows: : 

Y eas—Messrs, Speaker, Bee. Bogart. Bryan, Burney, Cochran, 
Hardeman of Nac., Lewis, Polk, Shaw, Smith of Red River, 

- Smith of Shelby.Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarver and Williams-17. 

Nays—Messrs. Charlton, Clough, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, 
Johuson, Jowers, Lloyd, McKinney, Russell, Scott, Selman, 
Whittlesey, Winfield and Wren—15. So the bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, a committee of Conference was ap- 
pointed to confer with a like committee on part of the Senate, on 
the Brazos, San Bernard and Oyster Creek, Canal and Naviga- 
tion Company bill. 

The chair appointed Messrs. Bryan, Bee, Franklin and Shaw, 
said committee. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, iuforming. the House of the passage of the following bil) 
and joint resolution, originating in the House: 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of George Har- 
ral to George W. Gibbs ; 

Jointresolution authorizing R. S. Neighbors, the Commissioner 
appointed to organize the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth 
and Santa Fe, to draw hissalary in advance. 

Also, the following originating in the Senate: 

A till to he entitled an act to prevent and to punish nefarious 
trading or traflic with Indians on the frontier of the State ; 

That the Senate had suspended all rules, aud desired the House 
to do the same, on the passage of a bill to be enabled an aet for 
the relief of the minor heirs of Louis P. Cooke. 

Mr. Bee moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken on the 
passage of the appropriation bill. 15 - 

Mr. Burney moved a call of the House ; lost. 
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Qnestion recurring on Mr. Bee’s ‘motion to re-consider was 
taken, the yeas and nays were ealled for, and resulted as follows ; 

Yeas— Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Clements, Cochran, Fields, Frank- 
lin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nac., Josvers, Lewis, Lloyd, McKinney, 
Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, Tarver, Whittlesey and Win- 
field —19. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Charlton, Johnson, Polk, Ru: 
nels, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Williams 
and ‘Wren —13. 

So the vote was ee 

Mr. Bryan moved the bill just re-considered, should be read 
and passed. 

Mr. Reynolds moved a call of the House ; lost. 

Ou motion of Mr. Bogart, a eall of the House was had. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, Mr. Wilson was excused from attend- 
ance on the House, during the evening. 

Mr. Bee moved a suspension of the call; lost. 

Mr. Stapp moved to adjourn until to-morrow morhing half- 
past rine o’clock ; lost. 

Mr. McKinney moved a suspension of the cali; lost. - 

Mr. Bee moved a suspension of the call; lost. ' Es 

On inotion of Mr, Johnson, the call was ' suspended. 


Mr. Johnson moved te adjourn until nine o'elock, to-morrow, 


morning; the yeas and nays being called on Mr. Johnson’s mo- 
tion, resulted as follows :. 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Burney, Clough, Franklin, Hardeman 
of Nae., Johnson, McKinney, Millican, Polk, Runnels, Russell, 
Selman, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Williams and 


Winfield —18. 
Nays — Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Cochran, Fields, 


Gillet, Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Reynolds, Scott, Shaw, Stewart, 


'Tarver, Whittlesey and Wren—17. Z 
So the House adjourned until nine o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


A 


Austin, February 9, 1850. 


Honse met pursuant to adjournment—roll called— quorum 


present. 
Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 
Mr. Fields, chairman of the committee on Finance, made the 


following report: ios 


ME 


waa, vases t 


792 , 
CowwrrvEE Room, February 9, 1850, 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
"The Finance committee return for the action of the House an 
act supplementary to an act to restore lands sold for taxes and 
purchased by the State to the former owners. 

Report aud bill received, to come up among the orders of 
the day. - 

Mr. Bryan, from a Conference committee, made the gollosue 
report : ‘ 
ComM1rrEE Room Feb. 9, 1850. 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee of Conference on the amendment made by 
the House to an act to incorporate the Brazos, San Bernard and 
Oyster Creek Canal and Navigation company, have agreed to 
substitute for said amendment, the following: 

Section 16. That this charter shall not interfere with the 
charter granted to the Galveston and Brazos Navigation compa- 
ny, and nothing in this section shall prevent this company from 
commencing operations under this charter. 

On motioif of Mr. Bryan, the report | of the committee was 
adopted. 

Mr Williams, chairman of committee of Conference, made the 
following reports : 

CowMiTTEE Room, February 9, 1850. 
To the Hon, C. G. KEENAN, l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: i 

Thè committee to whom was referred the bill organizing the 
fifth and sixth judicia! districts, and prescribing ‘the times for 
holding the District Courts therein, have instructed us to report 
the bill back without alteration, and recommend its passage. 

WM. M. WILLIAMS, : 
Chairman on part of House. 
B. RUSH WALLACE, 
- Chairman on part of Senate. 
Committee Room, February 9, 1850. 
T'o the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee of Conference, to whom were referred several 
bills and substitutes amending an act entitled an act to establish 
the jndicial districts of the District Courts, afid to prescribe the 
time of holding the District Courts in the eighth and ninth judi- 
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cia] districts, have considered the same, and herewith report 
amendments and recommend their adoption. 
WM. M. WILLIAMS, 
Chairman on part of the House. 
B. RUSH. WALLACE, 
Chairman on part of the Senate. - 
‘On motion of Mr, Whittlesey, the report was adopted. 
Mr. Stapp, from the committee of Conference, made the fol- 
lowing report: 
Committee Room, February 9, 1850, 
To the Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of. Representatives * 
The committee of Conference, appointed to consider the bill 
to establish the La Salle and Bl Paso Rail-way company, and 
the disagreement of the Senate to the amendment proposed by 
the House, report, that a majority of the committee recommend 
that the House recede from their amendment. 
: D. M. STAPP, 
One of the committee on part of House. 
A. H. PHILLIPS, . 
Chairman on part of Senate. 
On motion; the report was adopted. . 


Pd 


Mr. Frankiin introduced a bill entitled an act regulating pro-_ 


ceedings upon writs of mandamus ; read first time. 


On motion of Mr. Franklin, the Orders of the Day and busi- - 


ness on the Speaker’s table were taken up. 
- ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Franklin, an act regulating proceedings up- 
on writs of mandamus, was taken up. : 

Mr. Franklin moved to suspend the rule, that the bill might 
be read a second time ; lost. l 

On motion of Mr. Clough, a bill originating in the Senate, to 
be entitled an act to raise revenue by taxation, was taken up. 

Mr. Bryan moved to strike out “50 cents,” and insert “$1” 
for poll tax. 7 

Mr. Stapp moved to strike out the second section. E 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the bill was laid on the table. 

On motion.of Mr. Whittlesey, a bill originating in the House, 
to be entitled an act to amend an act'to raise revenue by taxation, 
was taken up. 

Mr. Fields moved the engrossment of the bill. 

My Stapp moved to strike ont sacond section. 
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On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the previous question was put, 

The qnestion upon the engrossment of the bill recurring, the 
yeas and nays being called for, were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charlton, 
Clements, Clough, Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, 
Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, 
Millican, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, 
Smith of Red River, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Whittlesey, Wil- 
liams, Winfield and Wren —33. 

Nays— Messrs. Gillet and Stewart— 2. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Whittlesey, the rule was suspended and the 
bill passed to a third reading. 

On further motion, read third time and passed. 

Mr. Gillet asked and obtained leave to spread upon the jour- 
nals his protest against the passage of the bill. 

On motion, a committee of Conference was appointed upon a 


` bill to be entitled an act to amend an aet regulating elections. 


Whereupon, the Speaker appointed Messrs. Stapp, Tarrant 
and Scott said committee. l 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, a bill to be entitled an act for the 
relief of Robert E. Neal, was taken up; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Winfield, the rnle was suspended, and bill 
xead second time and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the bill to be entitled an act ma- 
king appropriations for the support of the government for the 
years 1850 and ’51, was taken up. 

' The yeas and nays being called for upon the final passage of 
the bill, were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Burney, Cochran, Crump of 
Bexar, Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Millican, Polk, Rey- 
nolds, Runnels, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, 
Stapp, Sterne and Williams—17. 

` Nays—Messrs. Bee, Charlton, Clements, Franklin, Gillet, Jow- 
ers, Lloyd, Lott, MeKinney, Russell, Scott, Selman, Stewart, 
Tarrant, Tarver, Whittlesey, Winfield and Wren—18. 

So the bill was lost. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had refused to concur in the amendments made 
by the House to a joint resolution making provisions for the pay- 
ment of the debt of the late Republic of 'Pexas. ~. 

Mr. Stewart moved a reconsideration of the vote taken to-day, 
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. on the final passage of a bill making appropriations for the eup-* 
port of the government for the years 1850 and '51 ; carried. 

Mr. Stewart moved a call of the House; carried. 

On motion, Mr. Smith of Red Ruver was excused from the 
call. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Wren, a committee was appointed to wait 
. on the absent members to take their votes. 

Messrs. Wren and ‘Tarver were appointed said committee. 

The committee appointed ‘to wait on absentees returned, and 
the vote of Mr. Johnson was recorded according to their report. 

The yeas and nays being called for upon tie final passage of 
the bill, were as follows: 

Yeas—-Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Coehran, 
Fields, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Johnson, Lewis, Millican, 
Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Smith of 
S., Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarver, Williams and. Wilson—22. 

‘Nays —Messrs. Bee, Charlton, Clements, Clough, Crump. of 
Bexar, Franklin, Gillet, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Rus- | 
sell, Scott, Selman, Tarrant, Whittlesey, Winfield and Wren-18. 

So the bill passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that they had passed the following bills originating in the House: - 

Joint resolution authorizing the Supreme Court to hold their ' 
sessions in the capitol of, the State ; 

Also, a bill to incorporate the Jasper Manufacturing company; 

Also, an act to incorporate the Hart’s Creek Turnpike compa- 
ny, with amendments ; 

Also, a joint resolution making an appropriation for the pur- 
chase of books for the use of the Supreme Court, that originated 
in the Senate. 

Mr. Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on Engrossed 
Bills, made the following report : 

COMMITTEE Room, February 9, 1850. 
T'o the Hon, C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill to be 
entitled an act to amend. an aet entitled an act to raise revenue 
by taxation ; 

Also, a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Robert E. 
Neal, and find the same correetly engrossed. 


Report accepted, 
On motion of Mr. Crump of Bekar, a committee of Confer- 
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ence was appointed to act with a like committee on the part. of 
the Senate, tipon the public debt bill. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, a bill to be entitled an act ta cre- 
a court of organization for the county of Santa P'é; was ta- 
cen u 

Mr. Franklin offered the following — ; 

In the 11th section, after the word laws, insert, “of a general 


‘character ? ; adopted. 


Mr. Franklin moved to fill the blank in sixth section with 
$51,000. 
Mr, Stewart moved to insert “the same pay that Chief Justices 


"are entitled to.” . 


Mr. Runnels Bod to lay on the table, and to be taken up 
first after dinner; carried. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that they had passed a bill to be entitled an aet to provide for the 
assessment and collection of taxes, with amendments. 

Mr. Tarrant, by leave, introduced the following resolution: | 

Resolved, That the Speaker shall net pay any attention to any 
member who may make a motion, or address him from any other 
than his place on the ffoor ; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Barney, a bill to provide for the assessment 
and collection of taxes was taken up. 

Amendments of the Senate concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, the bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Louis P. Cooke was taken up; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, a b:l] to be entitled an act to incor- 
porate the Hart's Creek Turn pike company was taken up. 

Amendments of the Senate concurred in. 

Mr, Whittlesey, chairman of the committee on EEngrossed 
Bills, made the following report: 

CommirTEE Room, February 9, 1850. : 
To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on engrossed bills have examined a joint reso- 
lution authorizing the Comptroller of Publie Accounts to settle 
with P. H. Dell, late Captain of Texas mounted voiunteers, and 
find the same correctly engrossed. 

Report accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, the bill far the relief of the heirs 
of Louis P. Cooke, was taken up and read a second time, and 
ardered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Burney, the rule was suspended, and bill 
fead third time and passed. 
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A- message was received from the Senate, through their Seere- 
tary, informing the House that (hey,had adopted the report of the 
-Conference committee upon a bill to be entitled an act to provide 
for the payment of the publie debt; _. 

- Also, that they had adopted the report of the Conference com- 
mittee upou a bill to be entitled än act to éstablish certain jadi: 
cial districts, and to define the time of holding the district courts 
therein ; 

Also, a joint resolution for the relief of Green K. Cessna and 
Nancy K. Cessna ; 

Also, an aet. to authorize the Comprei of Publié Accounts 
to audit the claims of the officers and soldiers-called outin t841 
against the Indians, by Brigadier-Generals-"Tarrant and Smith; 

“Atso, a bill to change the name of Jesse Gilliam to Jesse Tar- 
rant Gilliam. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, the report of the committee on 
Claims and Accounts on the petition of J. H. Wood was taken 
up 

" Mr Franklin moved to lay the report on the table until the 20th 
a d 1852. The yeas and: nays being-called for, were as 

ollows 

[*,* Yeas and. nays not in the copy furnished-the printer] 

“On motion.of Mr. Lewis, a bill to be entitled an act supple- 
mentary to an act to secure to the colonists of the- German Emi- 
gration company the lands to which they are entitled, and to ad- 
just the liabilities of said company, was taken tip—Senate’s bill; 
read first time. ' 

On motion of Mr. Lowis the rule was suspended, and bill 
read secorid time. i 

Mr. Lewis offered a substitute for the bill; substitute adopted. 

Mr. Stewart moved a further suspension of the rule, that the 
bill be-read a third time ; read.third time aud-passed. 


On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the Bees adjourned manl half- 


past 2 o'clock, p. m. 


HALF-PAsT 2 o'eLocx, P. M. 


House met. pursuant. to adjournment.—rnoll- called —queram 

esent. - 

E motion of Mr, Franklin, the three bills relative to Santa 
Fè were taken up. 

Ist. An act to establish the court of organization in the eounty 
of Santa Fé, and to define the jurisdiction and powers thereof; 
xead second time. 

Mr. Franklin offered amendments, which were adopted. 
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On motion of Mr. Franklin, was ordered to be engrossed. ` 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the rule was suspended, aud bill read 
third time and passed. 2004 

2d. An act to authorize the Governor to suppress rebellion in 
the State, and to enforce the more perfect organization of the 
county of Santa Fé; read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, was ordered.to be engrossed. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and bill read third time 
and passed. l 

3d. Joint resolutions relative to Santa Fé; read second time, 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On further motion, the rule was suspended, and joint resolu- 
tions read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of resolutions electing 
delegates to the Southern Convention to meet at Nashville, Ten. 

‘Mr. Stapp, chairman on the part of the House of a Confer- 
ence committee, on a bill regulating elections, made the follow- 
ing report : 

j^ Report not in the copy furnished the printer.] 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the resolutions relative to'a South- 
ern Convention to be held at Nashville, Tenn., were taken up; 
read first time. 

On motion, the rule was suspended, and resolutions read a se- 
cond time. 

Mr. Bee offered the following amendment: “ That the Gov- 
ernor be authorized to appoint.” . 

Mr. Smith of Shelby offered the following additional section 
after first section, and as a substitute for Mr. Bee's amendment, 
which was accepted : 

Section . Be it further enacted, That the Governor be, and 
he is hereby authorized to appoint four delegates to represent the 
State in the Southern Convention to be held at Nashville, Ten- 


- nessee on the first Monday in June, or at such time and place as 


said Convention may hereafter be called, who shall be citizens of 
this State and qualified electors; two of said delegates shall be 
selected from the first, and two from the second Congressional 
District. 

‘he yeas and nays being called for on the adoption of the 
substitute, resulted as follows :: 

Yens— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Fields, Frank- 
lin, McKinney, Reynolds, Smith of Shelby, Tarver and Win- 
field —11.. x 
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Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Clough, Cochran, Gillet, Har- 
deman.of Nacogdoches, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Polk, Runnels, Rus- 


sell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Stapp, Sterne, | 


Stewart, Tarrant, Whittlesey and Wren— 22. 

So the substitute was rejected. 

Mr. Winfield offered the following : 

“That the Delegates so appointed shall receive, as compensa- 
tion for their services, the same as allowed to members of the 
United States Congress”; rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the previous question was ordered. 

Question recurring on the resolution passing to third reading, 
the yeas and nays were called for, and resulted as follows: 
^. Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clough, Cochran, 


Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Jowers, Lloyd, . 


Lott, Polk, Runnels, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, 
Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Sterne, Tarrant, Tarver, Whittlesey, 
Williams and Wren—23. l 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Fields, McKinney, Reynolds, Russell, 
Stewart and Winfield —7. v 

So the resolutions were passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the rnle was suspended, and resolu- 
tions read a third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, through their Secre- 
tary, informing the House of the passage of the following bills 
originating in the House: : l 

An act to provide a remedy for the loss or destruetion of re- 
cords and papers appertaining to proceedings in the courts of this 

tate ; 

A bill'to be entitled an act to authorize John J. Grumbles and 
Lyman Tarbox to establish a ferry on the Colorado river. 

On motion of Mr. Gillet, Mr. Wilson was excused from fur- 
ther attendance on the House.during this session. 

Mr. Smith of Red River, chairman of the committee of Con- 
ferenceyon the part of the House, on a bill entitled an act to pro- 
vide for the liquidation of the public debt of the late Republic 
ef Texas, made the following report : 

ComMmMITTEE Room, February-9, 1850, 


To the Hon. C. G. KEENAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


The committee of Conference, to whom was referred the bil] 
to provide for the liquidation of the public debt of the late Re- 


pene 


Ur lye g - 


bL Bondi to a 37 


t 
' 
i 


800 


‘public of Texas, hàve:conferred: upon the same, and: iaman 
that the House-recede from its substitute ta the Benate's. bill, and 
that the Senate's bill = passed, B. 

B.P: "SMITH. 


g , - Chairman on part of the House. 
: - «. ISAAC PARKER, 
` Chairman on part of Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Wren, the report was adopted. æ 

Mr. Winfield offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives subseribe foi 100 
copies of the debates of the House of Representatives for al! its 
members, as reported by W. F. Weeks, at. one dollar and seven- 
ty-five cents per copy, and that the same be paid out of the con- 
fingent fund ; rejected. . 

On motion ‘of Mr. Franklin, an act to enable imigrants from 
foreign countries to hold land i in Texas, was taken up and amend- 
ments adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Franklin, was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr; Scott, the rule was suspended, and bill read 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, an act to regulate proceedings upon 
writs of mandamus was taken up. 

Question recurring on the passage of the bill tọ a second rea- 
ding, the yeas and nays were called and resulted as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Cochran, Crump of Bex- 
ar, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Lewis, - 
McKinney, Millican, Russell, Shaw, Sterne, Tarrant, Tarver, 
Williams and Winfield—19. 

Nays—Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Polk, 
Reynolds, Rannels, Scott, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, 
Stewart and Wren—19. 

So the House refused to read the bill a second time. 

Mr. Jowers moved to take up a bill entitled an act to provide 
for the removal of the archives of the State to the seat of gov- 
ernment, in the event of its removal from Austin in 1850. 

The yeas and nays being called, were as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Clongh, Cochran, , Fields, 
Jowers, Lloyd, Polk, Selman, Tarrant, Whittlesey and Wren-12. 

Nays— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Burney, Crump of Bex- 
ar, Franklin, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Lewis, McKin- 
ney, Millican, Reynolds, Runnels;, Russell, Scott, Shaw, Smith 
of. Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Tarver, Williams and Winfield—22. 

So the House refused to take up the bill. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, a bill to.be entitled an act for 
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the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of Willis Farris, 


deceased, Was taken up; read first time. 

‘On motion of Mr. McKinney, the rule was. suspended, and 
bill read second time. ` i ur ME 

. "Mr. Wren offered the following as an sepa 


* Provided, however, this act shall only-bé of force and effect, . 


if the party has not heretofore received his head right”; adopted. 

On mátion of Mr. McKinney, the rule was further suspended, 
aud the bill read third time aid passed. j 

‘Mr. Burney, chairman of the committee on: Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report: . * 

COMMITTEE Room, February 9, 1850. 
Hon. C. G. Keenan, 
Speaker of the House of: Representatives : : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have exaniined :ah act for 
the relief of John R. Baker ; 

Alsoyan act to authorize J udges of the District Coutts to hold 
special terms of the District Coürts'; 

Also, a bill for the relief of the persons taken. -prisoners by the. 
Mexican army at San Antonio ; 

Also, a bill for the relief-of the heirs of those who fell with 
Travis. Ward, Fannin, Grant, and Johnson, during the war with 
Mexico, i in the ' years 1835 and’ 1836 ; 

Also, a bill authorizing the county of Harris to levy kbd col- 
lect. a special tax, not to exceed one half the State bass of skid 
county ; 

Also, a bill for the relief of the heirs and légal representatives 
of Charles Martin, deceased ; 

Also, a bill for the relief of Edward Miles; P 

Also, à a bill to provide for the election of a Judge and District 
Attorney for the 12th judicial district ; 

Also, a bill to incorporate the town of Lindon: ] 

Also, a bill to incorporate the town of Maishall ; 

Also, a bill aathorizing ‘the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to issue head-right certificates, 4th class, for three hundred 
and twenty acres each, to Jwan Contreras and Juan Abilo ; 

Also, an act for the relief of George T. Howard and Duncan 
Ogden ; ; 

Also, an act to amend an act entitled an act for the. ineorpora- 
tion of the city of Laredo ; 

Also, an act granting Isaac Dewees and Thos. M. Brown. the 
privilege of establishing a ferry across the rivet Sabine ; 

m a bill'for the relief of ‘certain persons ney prisontrs 
of war; | 
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. Also, an act supplementary to an act entitled an act to appor- 
tion the Senators and Representatives of the Legislature among 
the several counties of this State according to the requirements 
of the constitution, approved January, 1850; 

Also, an act declaring a portion of Caney Creek, in Matagorda 
county, a public high-way, and providing for the removal of the 
obstructions therein ; 

Also, an act for the relief of the heirs at law of Jesse Bledsoe, 

And find the same correctly enrolled, and having been signed 
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and President of 
the Senate, were this day presented to his Excellency, the Gover- 
nor, for his approval. 

Report accepted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the Hotse 
that the Senate had passed a bill originating in the Senate, enti- 
tled an act to provide for settlinz the fiscal affairs of the late Re- 
publie of Texas. ; - 

Mr. Gillet moved to take up a bill to be entitled an act supple- 
mentary to an act punishing crimes and misdemeanors. 

The yeas and nays being called for, were as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Clough, 
Cochran, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Polk, Russell, Scotf, Shaw, 
Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Tarrant, Whittlesey, Williams, 
Winfield and Wren—22. 

Nays— Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Crump of Bexar, Hardeman 
of Nacogdoches, Jowers, Lloyd, Millican, Reynolds, Runnels, 
Selman, Sterne and Tarver—12. 

So the bill was taken up. A 


On motion of Mr. Tarrant, the bill was laid on the table until - 


7 o'clock p. m. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, a bill to be entitled an act to pro- 
vide for settling the fiscal affairs of the late Republic of Texas— 
Senate’s bill, was taken up ; read first time. l . 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the rule was suspended, and bill 
fead a second time. i 

Mr. Winfield moved an adjournment until 7 o'clock, p. m. ; 
lost. ] 

On motion of Mr. Bee, the rule was suspended, and bill read 
third time and passed, . i 

On motion of Mr. Millican, the bill to grant 12,000 acres of 
land scrip to Mrs. St. John, was taken up. 

Bill read second time. 


On motion of Mr. Wren, the rnle-was suspended, and the bill - 


put upon its third and final reading. 
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On motion of Mr Bogart, the rule was suspended so that. the 
bill might be amended. 

Mr, McKinney offered to amend, so as to allow the said scrip 
to be issued in tracts of not less than.320 acres ; adopted. 

Mr. Bryan offered the following amendment : ; 

Add to the end of the first section: * Provided the scrip herein 
granted shall not be located on land previously titled " ; adopted. 

Bill read third time. 

The yeas and nays being ealled for. were as follows : ES 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Burney, Clements, Clough, 
Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Gillet, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, 


McKinney, Milliean, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Shelby, . 
' Stapp, Sterne. Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Whittlesey, Williams, 


Winfield and Wren —25. 

Nays—Messrs. Bryan, Fields, Franklin, Jowers, Lloyd, Polk, 
Reynolds and Scott—8. P l : 

So the bill passed. 

Mr. Scott offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a Select committee be appointed, whose duty 
it shall be to forthwith select fram the business on the Speaker’s 
table such bills of a general nature as it may be important to 
pass, and no other business shall be acted on by the House. until 
such business has been disposed of. Adopted. l 

Mr. Franklin, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the foilowing report; 

Committee Room, February 9, 1850. 
To the Hon. €. G. KEENAN, = 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on the Judiciary, to whonr was referred. a bill 
entitled' a bill to enforce and carry out the judgments and decrees 
of the courts of the State, and te provide for the issuance of cer- 
tificates and patents in certain cases. f 

The committee have instructed me to report the bill back -to 
the House, and to offer the accompanying bill as a substitute for 
the bill referred to them. i 

Report and bill received, to come up among the orders of the 
day. ; i : 

On motion of Mr. Clements, the House adjoured until seven 
o'clock p. m.: 

i l 7 OCLOCK P, M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called—quorum 


present. Et f 
Mr. Tarrant moved to take up a bill to be entitled an act to 
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'enforée..and tarry into effect the. judgments and decrees of the 
Supreme Court of the State, and to provide for the issuance of 
certifiedtes‘and patents thcertain cases, with substitute drom the 
Judiciary eommittee.; ‘cartied. 00s 

Substitute of the Judiciary committee adopted. 

‘On motion of Mr. ‘Tarver, the rulé was. suspended and’ “pill 
řead third time and passéd. 

Mr. Bee, from the committee on Public Lands, made the fol- 
lowing report : 

[*,* Report.not in the copy furùished the printer.] 

.À bill to be-entitled an act to amend an act to define the tithe 
of holding the courts in the. — judicial distriets. 

On. motion of Mr. Scott, the bill was laid on the table. 

An act supplementary to an act to restore lands sold for taxes 
and purchased by the State to the former owners; read second 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan. the rule was farther. suspended and 
bill read third time and passed. . 

‘Mr. Tarrant moved to take up a bill to give to actual settlers a 
- preference where the lands upon which they are settled‘are de- 
clared void or forfeited. 

The yeas and nays being called for, were as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Clements, Coch- 
ran, Crump of Bexar, Fields; Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdo- 
ches, lewis, Lloyd, MeKinnéy, Russell, Smith of Shelby, 'Tar- 
fant, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—19. 

Nays— Messrs. Burney, Charlton, Claugh; Gillet, lowers, Polk, 
Reynolds, Russel], Scott, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, 
Stapp, Stewart, Tarver and W ren—16. 

Mr. Jowers moved to lay on the table. - 

: ‘Mr. Hardeman df Nacogdoches moved a call of the House ; 
carried. 

Mr. Burney moved to exéuse Mr. Millican ; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Mr. Fields, the call was ‘suspended. 

Question recurring upon the motion to lay on the table, the 
yeas.and nays being called for, were as follows: 

Yeas—-Messrs. Speaker, Charlton, Fields, Jowers, Selman, 
Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Tarver, 
-Williams and Wren—12. 

,, Nays—Messrs. Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Clough, 
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Conan , Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Gilet, Hardéman. of M» 
Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Polk, Russell, Shaw, Tarrant, Wilson 
and Winfield—20. 

So the motion was lost. RÀ 

Mr. 'l'arrant moved a call ofthe House ; carried. 

Mr. Stewart moved to suspend the call ; carried. 

r.:Scott moved a call of the House ; lost. 

The yeas and nays being called ‘for upon the ener of 
the bill, were'as follows: — " 

Yeas —Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Burney, Clements, Crimp of 
Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Lewis, 
Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Russell, Stewart, Tarrant, Whittlesey, 


, Wilson and Winfield —18. 


Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Charlton, Clough, Cochran, Gillet, 
Jowers, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Scott, Selman: Shaw, Smith 
of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Tarver, Williams and 
Wren—18. 

So. the House refused to engross the bill. ° 

A bill-to be entitled an act supplementary to-an act to-provide 
for the punishment of crimes and misdemeanors, made the epe- 
cial order for this hour, was taken a 

Mr. Bée ‘moved to lay the bill on thetable. The yeas and 
nays being called for, were as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Charlton, Clements, Coth- 
ran, Crump of Bexar, Jowers, McKinney, Reynolds, ese Sel- 
man, Smith of Shelby, Stapp and Tarver—15. 

» Nays not in the copy furnished the printer.} ` 

o the motion to tie upon the table was fost. 


Mr. Tarver movéd to postpone until the 25th of December 


next. The yeas and nays being called for, were as follows: 

- Yeas —Messts. Speaker, Bet, Bogart, Bryan, Burney, Charl- 
ton, Clements, Cochran, Crump of Bexar, Franklin, Jowers, 
Lloyd, McKinney, Reynolds, Russell, Selman, Smith of. S., and 
Stapp-—18. 


Nays—Messrs. Clough, Fields, Gillet, Hardeman of Nac. | 


Lewis, Polk, Runnels, Scott, Shaw, Smith of R. R., Stewart, Tar 
rant, Wilson and Wren —14. 

So the motion to postpone carried. 

Mr. Gillet moved to take up a joint resolution demanding of 
the Federal Government of the United States the immediate ab- 

olition of all military government within the territory of ‘Texas, 

and authorizing the Governor to employ the whole force and fe- 
sources of the State to sustain ‘the sovereignty and jurisdiction 
thereof.. P 
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On motion, a call of the House was had. ; 
m motion of Mr. Tarrant, Mr. Wren was excused from the 
-ca 

On motion of Mr. Stapp, the call was suspended. 

Question recurring upon the motion of Mr. Gillet, was deci- 
ded in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr, Stewart, the rule was suspended, and the 
resolution read a second time. 

Mr. Scott offered the following as a substitute for the second. 
section : E 

-“ That the Governor be, and he is hereby authorized to call 
into service such a force as may be necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this bill, and the faith of the State is hereby pledg- 
ed for the payment of the expenses incurred in carrying out the 
same." 

Mr. Bee offered the following as a substitute for the amend- 
ment of Mr. Scott : 

Strike out the third section, and insert in lieu thereof: “ Upon 
the receipt of such information by the Governor, he shall imme- 
diately convene the Legislature.” : 

Amendment adopted. 

Mr. Wilson offered the following as a substitute for Mr. Bee's 
amendment : 

Section 3. Beit further resolved, That the district and coun- 
ty of Santa Fé, being in all respects a portion of the State of 
Texas, and s'ibject to the same control as other counties of the 
State, the Governor is hereby empowered and requested to sup- 
press insurrection or rebellion in the same, and tọ protect our ti- 
tle to, and, possession of the same by the exercise of all the pow- 
er vested ın him by the constitution, in, cases of insurrection, re- 
bellion or invasion, should the same in his judgement become 
necessary. 

The yeas and nays being called for on the adoption of Mr. 
Wilson’s amendment, were as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bogart, Cochran, Hardeman of N., Lewis, Polk, 
Runnels, Smith of Red River, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, 
Tarrant, Tarver and Wilson—13, 

Nays-—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Burney, Clements, 
Clough, Crump of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Gillet, Jowers, Mc- 
Kinney, Reynolds, Russell, Scott, Selman, Shaw, Whittlesey, 
Williams and Winfield —20. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

A message wa$ received from the Senate, infbrming the House 
of the passage of a bill to be entitled an act making appropria- 
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tions for the support of the government for the years 1580 and 
'51, with amendments. 

Mr. Franklin moved to strike out the word “demand” in the 
first section of the resolution, and-insert “request”; lost. 

The yeas and nays being called for upon the passage of the 
resolution to its third reading, stood thus: 

‘Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bryan, Clements, Clough, Crump 
of Bexar, Gillet, Reynolds, Scott, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stew- 
art, Williams, Wilson and Winfield—17. - 

Nays—Messrs. Bogart, Burney, Charlton, Cochran, Franklin, 
Hardeman of Nacogdoches, Jowers, Lloyd, MeKinney, Polk, 
Runnels, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Smith of Red River, Tarrant, 
Tarver, Whittlesey and Wren—19. 

So the House refused to put the bill upon its third reading. 

On motion, a bill to be entitled an act making appropriations 
for the support of the government for the years 1850 and ’51, 
with amendments from the Senate, was taken up. 

Amendments from the Senate concurred in. 

Mr. Bee offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the House of Representatives be 
tendered to the -Hon. C. G. Keenan, Speaker of the House, for 
the able and impartial manner in which he Ly Pedgao! over the 
deliberations of this body. 

Which was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Gillet, from a Select committee, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of John Frederic. 

On motion of Mr. Gillet, all rules were suspended, and the bill 
read three times and passed. 

Joint resolution making appropriations to buy books for the 
use of the Supreme Court; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, the rule was suspended and bill read 
_ & second time; rule further suspended and bill read third time 
and passed. 

Joint resolution requesting the Hon. John C. Watrous to hold 
the District Court of the United States at the town of Jefferson, 
in Cass county, and in the town of Corpus Christi, in Nueces 
county ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the rule was suspended and the 
bill read second time. 

Mr. Stapp moved to lay on the table ; lost. 

Mr. Stapp moved to strike out ^ Corpus Christi? and insert 
* Victoria." 

Mr. Winfield moved to strike out * Corpus Christi " and insert 
* Brownsville,” 


Chee rmi dienn ile dion ipi a c pt ima ne etd oto E A 


action = dps baie 


Pa Ore a taie De 
A * 


: 808 


Mr. Russell moved the previous question ; carried. | 

The yeas and nays being called for, were, as follows : , 

"Yeas-—Messrs, Speaker, Bee, Bogait, Biyan, Bürtiey, Charlton, 
Clements, Cochran, Cramp of Bexar, Fields, Franklin, Harde- 
inan of Nae., Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, McKinney, Miltican, Polk, 
Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, ‘Scott, Selman, Smith of Red Riter, 
Smith of S., Stewart, Tarrant, s arver, Whittlesey, Williams, 
Wilson and Wren—33. 

Nays—Messrs. Gillet; Stapp and Winfield. 

So the bill was passed to a third reading. 

] - On motion, the rule was farther suspended, and bill eat iriri 
time. 

The yeas and nays being’ called for upon the final passage of 
the bill, were as follows: 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Bryan, Burnéy, Charl- 
ton, Clements, Cochran, Fields, Franklin, Beiden of Nacog- 
doches, Jowers, Lewis, Lioyd, ‘McKinney, Milliean, Polk, Rey- 
nolds, Runnels, Russell, Scott, Selman, Smith cf Red River, 
Stewart, Tarrant, Whittlesey, Williams, Wilson, Winfield and 
Wren—33. 

Nays—Messrs. Gillet and Stapp—2. 

On motion of ‘Mr. Keenan, the report of the committee of Con- 
ference upon a joint resolution relative to the establishment of an 
additional district for the Distriet Court of the Uiited States was 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the House adjoutned unn 8 o'clock 
Monday morning. 


AUSTIN, February 11 1850. 


‘House met pursuant to adjournment—roll called —quorum 


present. 

Journal of Saturday last read and adopted. 

Mr. Bryan, one of the committee on Enrolled Bills, made: the 
following report : 

K * No report in copy furnished the printer 

eport aecapted. ~ 

Mr. Fields presented the following protest, ‘and asked that the 
same might be spread ‘upon the journals of the House: 

The undersigned, with due deference to the opinions of othéts, 
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protest. against the action of the: House of Representatives in 
passing a joint resolution, a. short time since, instructing our Sen- 
ators and Representatives in Congress-hew: they-shall vote, in the 
event the Tariff question should come before them for their action 
during: the present session. To the doetrines set forth in ihe res- 
olugon, the undersigned fully subseribes, but deeming it wholly 
uhnecessary to give. our members instructions upon the subject, 
he could not consistently vote for its passage. It we had not al- ` 
reddy- rendered ourselves ridiculous by our repeated instructions, 
the impropriety of this act would not be so apparent ; if enr mem- 
bers were children, it might be necessary to. instruct them how 
to vote! upon.a question that bas been discussed as much, perhapg, 
as any: other, from the earliest existemee-of the government to the | 
present day ; if they did not know the democratic doctrine upon 
this subject, it would be proper to tell them ; if they were whigs, 
it would be right to instruct them; if they were asleep, it were 

- well. to wake them up; if Texas had changed her opinions, it 
would be wise to declare it; not taking this to be the fact, how- 
ever, the undersigned believes the following declaration of the 
last Legislature, quite sufficient, viz : 9 

. * Resolved further, That the just and eqnitable mode of rais- 

ing revente, is, to levy a tariff on the ad valorem. principle, for 
purposes of revenue, as contra distinguished from the protective 
policy. "'lhat.we believe the tariff of 1846, will yield morerev- ' 
enue to the United States, than could be derived from the tari 
of 1842, and that the former is at the same time less burdensonie 
to the people than the latter would be; and believing it ta be a 
cardinal principle of government, that the burdens should be | 
equally borne by all classes of the community, we hope that the | 
general.principles of the tariff of 1846, wiji not be altered. We 
are willing.to pay for “revenue,” but not for “protection.” See 
page 133, laws second Legislature. 

The undersigned, being a member of the second Legislature, 
voted for the above resolution—has not changed his opinions 
since—does-not see the necessity of repeating the same doctrines, 
and therefore voted no on this last occasion. 

Respectfully, etc, — - 
mer WILLIAM FIELDS. 

'The undersigned also protests against the action of the House, 
in refusing to postpone the election of Delegates to the Nashville 
‘Southern Convention, beyond the first Monday in March. A 
matter of so much importance should not be im this hurried man- 
ner foreed upon the people, before they have time to examine o 
know what they are doing. Not more than one fourth of' the 
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citizens of the State will give a vote for delegates or even know 
of the election. The other three-fourths, then, must be bound by 
the action of the Delegates created by this one fourth. This is 
not right. A question of vast magnitude is involved, and^yet the 
people are given no time to refleet upon the subject," or make 
their dwn selection of candidates. No, indeed, opinions “are to 
be manufactured for them by the Legislature, candidates are to'be 
selected, and they are called upon to elect the proposed number 
of delegates within twenty-five days from the passage of the 
resolution. ‘There can be no objection to sending delegates to 
the convention, if calm, deliberate, patriotie men are chosen, but 
hot-headed, wild, visionary politicians may do much evil. For 
these reasous the undersigned voted against the passage of the 
resolucons. 

He further protests against the passage of an act entitled an act 
regulating Estrays. That there are some good provisions in this 
act is freely admitted, but in the main, it will most assuredly 
-work evil, unless the undersigned is very much mistaken. Great 
abuses may be praeticed ünder its operation—the stoek-raiser 
may be unnecessarily harrassed, and the provisions of the 12th 
section, requiring the County Commissioners to gather np estrays 
and dispose of them, and even allowing a speculating business to 
be made of it, is extremely improper and out of place. Being 
named on a committee to which this bill was referred, and having 
no opportuuity on account of other engagements, of examining 
the bill in committee, and happening to be in the chair when it 
finally passed the House, where he had no opportunity of taking 
a stand against its passage, the undersigned deems it proper to 


-~ adopt this mode of showing his objection to it. 


- Respectfully, etc., 
WILLIAM FTELDS. 


Mr. Fields introduced a joint resolution for the relief of Hon- 
orables J. K. Holland and John Shea ; read first time. 

Mr. Fields moved to suspend the rule that the bill might be 
read second time; lost. 

Mr. Tarrant offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives be required to file ín good order, all unfinished business and 
other documents appertaining thereto immediately after the ad- 
journment; and that he be allowed the same per diem pay for 
two weeks that he now receives, and that the same be paid out 
of the contingent fund, U 
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Mr. Williams moved to insert after the word “order,” “and ` 


turn over to the Secretary of State ;” adopted. 

Resolution as amended was ‘adopted. 

Mr. Stapp moved to strike out “two” and insert “one;” adopted. 

Mr. Russell offered the following ‘resolution : 

ReéSolved, the Senate concurring, That the two Houses will 
at i o clock, a. m., go into the election of an Agent to settle the 
fiscal affairs of the late Republic of Texas; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Bryan, a committee was appointed to wait 
on his Excellency, the Governor, to inform him that the Legis- 
lature is on the eve of adjournment. 

Messrs. Bryan, Bee and+ Whittlesey, were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Lott offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That forty-five dollars be paid out of the cóntin- 
gent fund of this House, to the Door-keeper for the hire of Porter, 
etc. ; adopted. - 

Mr. Russell moved that a committee be appointed to inform the 
Senate of the appointment of the hour of 11 o'cloek, for the 
election of an agent for settling the affairs of the late Republie ; ; 
carried ; whereny pon the Speaker appointed Messrs. Russell, Scott 
and Jowers, said committee. 


‘On motion of Mr. Scott, a joint resolution relative to the mails 


of Texas, was taken up ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the rale was suspended, and resolu- 
tion read second time. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was further suspended, and 
the bill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. McKinney moved to take up a bill to be entitled an act to 
amend an act to establish the Galveston and Red River Rail-way 
Company ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the rule was suspended, and 
bill read second time. 

On motion of Mr. McKinney, the rule was further suspended 
and the bill read a third time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that they had passed a joint resolution requiring the Secretary of 
State to have the laws for tlie Assessment and Collection of Taxes 
printed and distributed forthwith ; also, a joint resolution relative 
to mail service by Tarbox and Brown. 

On motion of Mr. Jowers, an act toamend the third section of 
the act to define the time of holding the District Courts, in the 
several judicial districts of the State of Texas, approved February 
9th, 1850; with a substitute from the Senate, was taken up; 
substitute adopted. 
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Mr. Russell, T Special cominittee appointed tp inforrir the 
Senate that the House. would go into; joint session for the purpose 
of electing a Fiscal Agént, to settle.the affairs of the Jate. Re- 
public of Texas; reported that duty performed. - 

A committee from the Senate informed the: House of the: aecept- 
ance of the invitation to go.into joint inside for the pue of 
electing a Fiscal Agent; 

On motion of Mr. Crump of Bexar, an act making: an appro- 
priation of land for the payment of Henry P. Brewster-and James 
Webb, for professional services rendered hy them on behalf. of 
the State ; was taken up and read second time. 

On motion of Mr. ,Crump of Bexar, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Fields introduced ‘a bill to be entitled an act supplethentary 
teàn act making appropriations for the support of the govern- 
ment, for the years. 1850: and 1851; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the rule was suspended, and bill read 
second time; and ordered to be engrossed. 

"On motion of Mr. Fields, the rule was further suspended, and 
the bill read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Seott, the resolution niche in the Sen- 
ate, relativeto the care of the Capitol was taken up and adopted. 

Mr. Stewart offered a joint resolution authorizing the Governor 
to raise two companies of mounted volunteers, to assist Major 
R. S. Neighbors, in the organization of the counties of Santa Fe, 
El Paso and Worth ; read first time. " : 

Mr. Stapp moved to suspend the rule, that the solaan might 
be read a second time; upon which motion the yeas and nays 
were called for, and resulted as follows : 

Yeas—Messrs. Bee, Bryan, Crump of Bexar, Gillet, Lewis, 
Scott, Smith of Shelby, Stapp, Stewart, Toriai, Tarver, Whittle- 
sey and Williams—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Bogart, Burney, ‘Charlton, Clough, 
Cochran, Fields, Hardernan of Nac. 4 Jowers, Lloyd, Lott, Milli- 
can, Polk, Reynolds, Runnels, Russell, Selman, Shaw, Sterne and 
Wren —91. 

So the House refused to. suspend the rule. 

On motion of Mr. Tarrant, a bill to be entitled an act to pre- 
vent.and punish nefarious trading or traffic with Indians on the 
frontier of the State, was taken up—Senate's bill ; read first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bogart, the rule was suspended, and the. bill 
*ead second time. 

Ow motion of Mr. Bogart, the rule. was farther suspended, and 
the bill read a third time and passed. 
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, Mr. Franklin by léave, introduced a joint résolution assérting 

the title of Texas.to Santa Fe ; read first time. ; ; 
On motion of Mr. Fields, the rule was suspended; anid the bill 

was:read.seeond time, and Órdered. ta.be engrossed. 

Mr. Stewart moved to suspend the rule, so as to allow-the res- 
olution to. be: amended as‘ follows: *and' that the Governor is 
hereby clothed with full discretionary power, to maintain it at all 
hazards; lost. 

The yeas and, nays being called for upon the adoption of the 
resolution, were as follows : n, 

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Bee, Bogart, Charlton, Clements, 
Cochran, Crump of Begam Fields, Franklin, Hardeman of Nac., 
Jowers, Lewis, Lloyd, Lott, McKinney, Millican, Polk, Reynolds, 
Runnels, sell, ` Scott, Séiman, Shaw, Smith-of Red River, 

ith ofS elby, Stapp, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver, Whit- 
tlésey, Williams, Winfield‘ and Wren—34. i 

Nay—Mr. Gillet—1. "V 

Mr, Clough made the following report: — - 

DI Report not im the copy-furnished the printer] 

On motion of Mr. Russell, the House took a recess -for tem 
minutes. ` . 

Reeess, éxpired—House met—roll called —quoruwm present. 


Mr. Russell moved a committee be appointed to wait upon Mr. _ 


Shea, and reegive his vote ; lost. 

"The honorable Senate was announced, headed by their Pres- 
ident, who was invited to a seat on the right of the Speaker, awd: 
Senators to seats prepared for them ;. the roll of the two Houses 


was called; and.they proceeded: to the election of a Fiscal Agent _ 


by joint ballot. 
. Mz. Tarrant on part of the House, nominated A. G. KimbeH. 
Mr. Sterne-on part of the House, nominated J. D. Pitts. 
Mr. Polk on part of the House “hominated:H. M. Kinsey. 
;. On first ballot. Mr, Kimbell received: 15 votes; Mr. Kinsey 20 
andi Mr: Pitts,21. .— l ; E 
. Second ballot; Mr. Kimbell 16; Mr. Kinsey 18; .Mr. Pitts 21. 
Third. ballot; Mr; Kimbell 14; Mr. Kinsey.20; Mr. Pitts 22. 
“ Fourth ballot, Mr. Kimbell! 16; Mr. Kinsey 22; Mr. Pitts 19. 
Fifth ballot, Mr. Kimbell 15; Mr. Kinsey 24; Mr. Pitts 18, 
Sixth ballot, Mr. Kibell 4; Mr. Kinsey 28 ; Mr. Pitts 25. 
Seventh ballot, Mr. Kimbell 1; Mr. Kinsey 30; Mr. Pitts 25. 
Mr. Kimbell having-been withdrawn by Mr. Crump of Bexar; 
and Mr. Kinsey receiving a majority of the whole vote, was de- 
'clared by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, duly and 
constitutionally elected: Fiscal Agent for the years 1850 and 1854. 
AAA * 
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On motion of Mr. '"l'arver, a- joint resolution for the relief of 
„Brown & Tarbox, was taken up ; read first time. i 

On motion’ of Mr. Scett, the rule was suspended, joint resdlu- 
nee read second time; and,on motion, was passed toa third 

readin 

Mr. Sept moved a further: suspension, joint, resolution read & 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Tarver, the vote rejecting a resolatiotr which 
was offered by Mr. Winfield, proposing that the. House shoul 
subscribe for 100 copies of the Debates of the House, as reported 
by W. E. Weeks; was reconsidered. . 

Question recurring on the adoption of the resolution: ; the yeas 
and mays being called were as follows è - 

Yeas— Messrs. Speaker, Bryan, Franklin, Gillet, ieis I6tt, 
Runnels, Smith of Shelby, Sterne, Stewart, Tarrant, Tarver; 
Whittlesey, Williams,. Winfield. and: Wrea—16. 

Nays~ Messrs. Bee, Burney, Charlton, -Clements, Cochran, 
Crump of Bexar, Hardeman of Nac., Holland, Lloyd, McKinney, 
Polk, Reynolds, Rüssell, Selman, Shaw, Smith: E Red River and 
Stapp—17.- 

So the House refused to adopt the Pesolutiotis l 

Mr. Bryan, one of the committee on. Enrolled: Bills, mede the 
following report: 

ie No report in the copy furnished. the. printer} - 

Mr. Stapp moved a reconsideration of the vote: on a resolution 
relative to the Chief Clerk being employed to arrange the unfin- 
ished business.of the House, and.the same: per diem pay alfówed: 
him for, the term.of. one week, as he received, as:Chief Clerk du- 
ring the session ; carried. 

Mt, Scatt moved to amend. by. imsettihg-"two weeks? | catvied. 

Question on the, adoption of, the resolution. as. amended; was 
taken,; and’ resolution adopted. . 

Mr. Clements moved a re-consideration of" the: vote: taken on 
the resolution for the House to purchase 100 copies-of the. Dës 
bates. of the House of Representatives, by W. F; Weeks; lest. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, the House took" a récess-of twenty 
minutes. . 

Recess expired —House enlled to-order, | 

Mr, Tarrant moved a recensideration of the vote just tkehy re- 
fusing te suspend the rule on a joint. resolution, for ins relief: of 
Hon. J. K. Holland and John Shea.; carried, 

Mr. Clough asked the permission to withdiaw Hon. J, K, Hò 
land's name. d 

On motion of Mr, Runnels, the resolution. was laid on the fable. 


* 


“= m4 — - 
y" s T. use qe LU. to oaa 79e £ hy we 


A messire Was received -from the Skhate, throryt their Betzd- ies 


tary, infofming the House of the Suspétision of all rales and 
passed the joint resolution concerning Sarita-Fe. - 

Mr. Bryám moved a eotftmitteé of three De appoitited to inform 
the Senate; that the Housé of Representatives was oh the eve of 
adjoumigs ; carried: > - LE. 
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" "ite Speaker appointed Messrs. Bryar; Lewis and Olemetíté, ad 


said eóttrmittee: — 
y Mr. Stewart introduced a jotnitrésóhitipn relative to instructing 
our Delegates ta the*Nashville Convention ; tead first time. ` 
Mr. Stewart moved a suspension of the rule so as the resoft- 
tion be read Second fine; upon whiclt the yeas ‘and nays Were 
called, ang resulted as follows:- 5 ' ^ . 
Yeas-—Messrs.Pieldy, Jowers, McKinitey; Reynolds, Scott! 
ppradd'Stéwart—8.-. Ft 1 e 
^ "Nays-Meéssrs, Speaker, Bee, Bryaii; Burney, Chariton; Cle 
ments, Clough, Crump of ‘Bexir, Fránktin, Gillet, Plardema of 
Nac., Johnson, Lloyd, Lott, Millican, Polk, Runnels, Rasséll, 
Shaw, Smith of Red River, Sterne, Tarrant, Tarver, Whittlesey, 
Williams, Winfield and Wren—27, - 
So the House refused to suspend the rule. . 
Mr. Lott moved to adjourn sine die. 
Before the motion was put to adjourn sine de, Hon. C. G. 


Keenan, Speaker of the House of Representatives, addressed the — 


members as follows : - 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

Before an adjournment sine die is decided upon by the House, 
permit me to return my sincere thanks for the kindness and court-. 
esy you have ever extended to me while acting as the presiding 
officer of your body. When Ientered upon the duties of the 
office to which I was called by your partiality, I doubted very 
much my ability to give the satisfaction which you had a right to 
expect of me, and which it was my greatest desire to give. How 
far my efforts have been successful you alone are to judge. The 
resolution adopted by the House assures me that: my exertions 
have not been without success, and that my labor has not gone 
unrewarded. lam conscious of having left undone, nothing 
that I could have done to promote the harmony and advanee the- 
business of the'session. I may have often erred in my judgment 


and decisions—it would be presumption to think that T, had not— | 


but the errors committed have been the result of inexperience ag 
a presiding officer, and I hope you will eharge them to meas a 
misfortune more than a fault. 


Gentlemen, the session has been a long and laborious one, but | 
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it.will be-unnecessary? now. to mention the amount of business 
you have accomplished, or the magnitude of the questions involv- 
ed in its consideration. . The journals of the House will show 
the one, and the people of the State can appreciate the. other. - ` 

The trust committed.to you has been faithfully discharged, and 
I believe that every one of you can render to your constituents 
a satisfactory account of your stewardship, Our association here 
for the last few months, has been to me a season of pleasures; ahd 
the feelings of friendship -contracted, for, the members of the 
House, wiil be cherished; throygh the remainder of my life. Very, 
soon our.duties in;this Hal] will. have ceased, and our association 
as Representatives will be dissolved, but by none will the necess-. 
ity which compels us to part, be more regretted than by me;— 
Gentlemen, permit.me before parting, with you, to renew my as- 
surances, that whatever your positions in future may be, you will. 
ever have.my sincere wishes for your happiness and prosperity. . 

Mr, Lott’s motion was then put, and the House. adjourned. 
sine die. l : a 
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